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July 30, 1981
REGS.AND ORDS. COMMITTEE STATUS REPORT

v
Minues of meeting of Committee on Regs and Ords of the City of
Riverside Energy Commission, Wednesday, July 29, 1981, Mission Inn,
8:15 AM.

Present: Weber, Gaffney, Hoffman (ex off.)

We reviewed those of our action recommendations which were ap-
proved by the Commission at its meeting of June 3, and planned
further steps.

A. The Star Rating Program.

We prefer the above name to the less colorful and less
memorable '"Energy Rating Program.'" Weber pointed out the im-
portance of the Star concept in marketing approved homes.

We noted several reasons why the Gas Co. should not be re-
lied upon to perform residential energy use surveys, including lack
of competitive incentives, and certain conflicts over.sharing costs
with the PUB (which is involved due to the existence of homes with
all-electric heating.) We recommend that the City license private
firms to do the.surveys competitively, based on the model of the
termite inspection program which operates and works. Gaffney re-
ported on his good experience with Thermographics, an Orange Cty.
firm which exhibited at the Energy Fair, and would like to do more
of this kind of work in Riverside? : w

Sara is planning to interview people in Marin Cty. with experience
in their successful program. She will couple this with another trip
which takes her to that area, and report by September. She will try
to get an expert to visit us.

(Unanswered question: what about the $300,000 allocated by the
PUB for RCS?)

B. Shade Tree Program

Committee members are to contact people in Parks and Rec.,
who can advise on species selection, and other technical background
matters, Weber is undertaking some research, contacting the Bio-
Ag library for a literature search, the Calif. State Dept. of Forestry,
etc. Gaffney is contacting the School of Forestry at Berkeley for
expertise on urban forestry. We do not expect to get all the way
into drafting specifics of an ordinance, but far enough so that we
will have a good idea of the issues.

We seem to recall that the Commission favored the idea of
reserving shaded spaces for smaller cars, as an incentive measure.
Weber and Hoffman also suggest that City Planning allow more small
spaces as a reward for putting in more shade.

For the above and other reasons, we need to coordinate with City
Planning Department and Commission.

Info. is also being sought on the effect of parking lot shade on



ambient temperatures, and its quantitative importance in energy
conservation. .

C. Gas heating of swimming pools.

Reservations were expressed about the idea of imposing a
surcharge or special city tax on gas used for pool heating. How-
ever, we defer this because the matter is preempted for the nonce
by the DOE 'Westem Sun'" grant which Sara is administering.

D. Solar Access

This, too, is preempted for now by Westem Sun.
/Ldf A4 zp,ikd ﬁ¢&h | M rmy o a Aﬂugka,s{ ¢42n2¢
We reviewed otger recommendations which” the Commission did not take
action on, on June 3.

A. Reduced density of street lighting

The present joint committee which has jurisdiction over this
evidently has been delayed by lack of representation from all the
agencies involved. It is anticipated that this may be rectified.:

Meantime, two pregnant ideas emerged from our deliberations.

1. Street lights might be coded in some way, to warn motorists ‘
of imminent Stop Signs. This could help reduce needed densities.

2. Savings earned here might be used to fund the Energy
Commission.

B. Parking

The Commission deferred action on this, pending more coordination
with Planning Dept. & Commission. ' .
g Dept. & on. Aoy will ity .

C. Bike promotion

In connection with parking, the Commission recommended that
the Committee look into bike incentives, such as bikeways, bike
lanes, bike parking, and maybe even shower £faeitilites facilities
at work. The Committee feels overloaded, and will get to this after
(or in conjunction with) matters discussed above. *

D. Use of special service districts.
Gaffney, off his own bat, intends to develop more information
on this, by consulting municipal finance specialists of his acquain-
tance. He notes that Assemblyman Jim Costa, (D, Fresno), Chair of
Assembly Housing Committee, is pushing legislation to expand the
functions of special districts. .

*Information should be secured re the piggybacking of bikes on busses,
now being tried on San Fernando routes of SCRTD.



Additional information of interest.

The State of Calif. Energy Resources C & D Commission is funded
by a surcharge on electric consumption. The tax rate is set annually
to provide the funds approved in the budget for the Commission. The
currert rate is .1 mill per kwh. This tax is administered by the
Board of Equalization, and raises about 18 million$ yearly.
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