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At the Constitutional Convention:
Elbridgecrerry of Mass., one of the least conservative members,
feared that the Westerners, if giventhe opportungity might use

it to "9ppress commerce and drain out wealtl® into the Western
Country." He suggested that the number of representatives to be
chosen from the West should never exceed tha no. chosen by the
Atlantic statese
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Thoughts from Nettels, Curtis P. THE ROOTS OF AMERICAN CIVILIZATION. NY:
F.S. Crofts & Co., 1939

pp229-42, colonial agric. & household industry.

NE nearly self-sufficient, centering in grains, livestock, & household mfr.
Exported lumber, fish, ships, shipping service., earthenware, woodenware
(handicrafts?), leather goods, woolen cloth, ironware.

Middle colonies exported wheat, flour (so they had mills), beef, pork.

Va & Md. toboacco.

Clearing, big part of job.
Indian corn biggest crop, in general.

English approved tobacco production in Va-Md, bcs they had seen buying it
already from Spain, draining gold.

Tobacco grown in large plantations (now, microspopic patches, why the change?)
Slavery more in south because better land there meant higher wage level?

Diversified agric. of middle coloni:s precluded slaves, who required close
supervision.

NE no good for wheat; but grew corn, rye, barley. Apples a staple.
Scattered parcels.

Mined soil, migrated on.

pp 416-24, Planation economy
After 1660, tobacco price fell.
1694-96, first rice in SC, used irrigation with reservoirs!
1742, indigo starts in SC.

Tobacco depressions:1703-13; 1720-34; 1756-65

As soll exhausted by tobacco, fixed costs of slaves and debts remained,
ruined many. Bigger profits were in factoring, shipping.

1700, old seaboard planters got Law gYFPPif¢ putting duty on importing
slaves, to hurt rising competitors, Va. But English Privy Council disallowed,
wishing to promote tobac:o and slave trade.

p421 Depressions, Va & Md Assemblies curtailed output per plantation;
but couldn't enforce. But note how ancient is this reaction to competition
etc. E.g. 1727-30. Opposition of England a large element in failure.

Big western sp:cs. Often imported tenants first, before selling.

With tobacco depression in old areas, increased self-sufficiency. (or did
that havemuch to do with it? Price of slaves kept rising). Planations,
self-sufficient, developed. But slavery stifled free artisans, hence much
industrial d velopment

pp. 516-33, the struggle for land and currency.
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1. Environmental emphasis

Ellsworth Huntington. MAINSPRINGS OF CIVILIZATION. Paperback, 75¢.
573.4 H92m. Chaps. 27-30.

cec=ee-= WORLD POWER AND EVOLUTION. 573.4 H92w. Chap. 11, "The
Example of Rome."

- = = = = CLIMATIC CHANGES., 551.56 H92c. Chaps. 5, 6, "The Climate
of History" and "The Climatic Stress of the 14% Ceantury."”

There are numerous more works from this prolific writer.
MAINSPRINGS, above, sums up most of his work. Huntington also
emphasizes the importance of race, but his most distinctive
contribution is his emphasis on climate in history. Most his-
torians think Huntington overstated his case, but this may re-
flect as much the natural professional reaction to invasion from
another discipline (Huntington was a geographer) as it does the
merits of the case.

Derwent Whittlesey. ENVIRONMENTAL FO NDATIONS OF EUROPEAN HISTORY.
940 W6l9e., Whittlesey is a nou-dogmatic environmentalist,
so much so as to become positively wishy-washy after a while.

= =« = = = THE EARTH AND THE STATE. 320.12 W619e. Chaps. 6 & 7 on
France and Germany are pretty good.

Abbott P, Usher. "Resource Requirements of an Industrial Economy."
JOURNAL OF ECONOM C HISTORY. Supplement, 1947, pp. 35-46. 1In
periodical room.

Unlike the geographers Huntington and Whittlesey, Usher was
by trade an historian, albeit an economic one.

Does his philosophy appear capable of explaining the in-
dustrial might of Japan, based on imported raw materials?




2. The Frontier Thesis

Like the environmentalists, the frontier-oriented historians
enphasize the effect of nature on man. But the frontier thesis em-
phasizes the effect of migration into unoccupied lands, rather than the
sarticular character of those lands and their climate. Webb, who picks
up the frontier thesis where Turner left it, is perhaps as much an en-
vironmentalist as a frontier thesis man, especially in THE GREAT PLAI'S.

Significance of the
Frederick J. Turner. "The, Frontier in American History." Chap. 1
of TH: FRONTIER IN AMERICAN HISTORY. 973 T84 RBR

This is the original and classic statement of the "frountier"
or "Turner thesis." It dominated much historical thought in America
in the early 20% century but has been vigorously attacked since the
19}050

Frederick L. Paxson. "Frontier: American History." in EBCYCLOPEDIA
OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, Vol 6, pp. 500-03, Reading Room.

@ « = = = = "yJhen the West is Gone." Chap. 3 of WHEN THE WEST IS
GONE. 9?8 P23w.

walter P. Webb, THE GREAT FRONTIER. 901 W384. Chap. 1, Part 3,
"The Boom Hypothesis of Modern History."
A free-wheeling Texas-style frontier thesis, as journalistic
as it is scholarly. Very windy, so don't weigh each word.,

J.E. Thorold Rogers. THE ECONOMIC INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY.
330.9 R63. Chap. 1, "The Economic Side of History." Especially the
last few pages, on the influence of the frontier in England.

Karl Marx. CAPITAL. Volume I. Chap. 33, "The Modern Theory of
Colonization.”
We do not usually think of Marx as a frontier theorist; in-
deed many Marxists were prominent in the 'thirties for their attacks
on Turner and his disciples. But this chapter, aside from its charact-
eristic bitter Marxian irony, is almost pure Turner.

Franz Oppenheimer. THE STATE. 320.1 0p5
A German sociologist-historian interprets world history in
terms of the influence of the frontier, Oppenheimer's thesis also
resembles that of Henry George, of whom he was a foldower. ‘ \

\v



3. Marx's interpretation of historical evodution

No doubt you know that Marx was an "economic determinist.”™ This
however is a little more complex than the proposition that "where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also," a relatively straightfor-
ward syllogism more closely linked with Charles Beard. Marx was a mystic
and a controversialist, a conspirator and a politician, all joined in
one complex and probably psychotic personality, which makes his philo-
sophy difficult to comprehend. It is far more lucidly developed in his
commentators and critics than in his own basic work, THE POVERTY OF
PHILOSOPHY, 335 M36mE.

Cornforth, Maurice. DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM. Vol 2, Historical Mat-
erialism. 335.4 C819d. Chaps 4, 5.

Simkhovitch, Vladimir G. MARXISM VS. SOCIALISM. 335 S3i45m, Chap.
3, "The Economic Interpretation of History."

Wilson, Edmund., TO THE FINLAND STATION. 335.09 W692t. Part II,
Chap. 11, "The Myth of the Dialectic.”

Cole, G.D.,H, WHAT MARX REALLY MEANT. 331 M}6Xc§ Chap. 3, "The
Realist Conception of History."

Bober, Mandell K. KARL MARX'S INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY, 335
M36Yb6. Chap. 3, "The Bases of History Up to the Present."

Hill, Christophe . "The EZnglish Civil War Interpreted by Marx and
Engéls." SCIENCE AND SOCIETY, 1948 Centenary of Marxism Is ue, 335.4
B#)SG .

Seligman, E.R,A, THE ECONOMIC INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY. 901
324, Chap. 3, "Genesis and Development of the Theory.
This is as readable an analysis of Marx as you will find, but old.

Dobb, Maurice H., CAPITALIST ENTERPRISE AND SOCIAL PROGRESS.
Possibly not yet in Missouri library.

Plekhanov, Georgii. THE MATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF HISTORY.
901 P713vE, Dogmatic Russian Marxism at its utmost.

Hacker, Lewis, THE TRIUMPH OF AMERICAN CAITALISM.
This book is rather an extreme example of "stage" history: the "stages"
of merchant ca_ italism, industrial capitalism, and finance capitalism,
sharply distinguished from each other without transition and without |
other dimensions to history. "Stage" history is a characteristic Aarxist
outlook, but is not peculiar to Marxists. With wry humor Hacker prefa%ea
his second edition with the comment that he is writing to discredit the\
Marxist interp etation of thtory, but if this is so it is by producing)
a travesty, not a criticism. That this rath:r ridiculously unbalanced |
book has enjoyed such wide use as a text is a sad commentary on the teach—
ing of history in America.

Sweezy, Paul M, THE THEORY OF CAPITALIS! DiVELOPMENT. 331 M36Xs.
Sweezy is probably the outstanding Marxist scholar in America today.




4, Henry George's cyclical thesis.

Henry George. PROGRESS AND POVERTY. Book X, "The Law of Human
Progress." Chap. 3, "The Law of Human Progress," and Chap 4, "How
Modern Civilization May Decline."

George's thesis: the conditions of progress are "association in
equality." Rising land values and rents split society into haves and
have-nots; indirect taxes and trade barriers disrupt voluntary economic
association. Thus as society achieves material progress it fosters
seeds of social discord that will weaken or destroy it.

Others after George have thought to see society destroying itself.
Indeed Ma x, who preceded and overlapped George in time, had Capitalism
carrying "the seeds of its own destruction," although for somewhat dif-
ferent reasons. Brooks Adams, in THE LAW OF CIVILIZATION AND DECAY, (paperback)
blamed the decline of empires on centralization and ddflation. Oswald
Spengler, in THS DECLINE OF THE WEST, leaned on his analogy of mature
societies with aging individual organisms. Arnold Toynbee in A STUDY
OF HISTORY emphasizes the weakening of religi.us values in mature
societies. Joseph Schumpeter, in CAPITALISM, SOCIALISM, AND DEMOCRACY
sees free nterprise destroyed not by failure to function, but by loss
of political support due to separation of ownership from management in
larg: corporation. (a point also stressed by Thpestein Vaeblen in THE
ENGINEERS AND THE PRICE SYSTEM, James Burnham in THE MANAGERIAL REVO=-
LUTION, and Adolf Berle and Gardiner Means in THE CORPORATION AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY.)

C%epJ~v‘a4n‘~, ¥L‘°f?- 77{L,/4ZQZZZZ 3200 &S




5¢ Soil fertility and depletion.

Lowdermilk, Walter C. IZRAEL: LAND OF PROMISE. 330,9569 L95lp
Chaps. 4 & 5. JiK#

Like Huntington, Lowdermilk is considered by many to have pro-
pagandized for his thesis more than he evaluated it. But he has amassed
impressive evidence and is not to be lightly dismissed. FProfessional
historians may well have needed some prodding from outside their ranks
to give proper weight to physical factors.

w = = = » CONJUEST OF THE LAND THROUGH 7,000 YEARS. S.C.S. Info. Bull.
No. 99+ 353.8 Al.75, Agric. Lib. Also available from local SCS office
for the asking.

Craven, Avery O. SOIL EXHAUSTION AS A FACTOR IN THE AGRICULTURAL
HISTORY OF VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND.

Craven is one of the few professional historians to give much
attention to this topic. This work is undoubtedly a more careful
evaluation of historical evidence than that of the avowed SCS pro-
pagandist Lowdermilk. However in evaluating Craven keep in mind that
he is as well as a professional historian a professional southerner, or
at least an ardent amateur, who seems obsessed with the objective of
vindicating southern behavior before the Civil War (The War Bebw®een the
States, suh!)

Usher, Abbott P. "Soil Fertility, Soil Exhaustion, and their
Historical Signficance." QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS, Vol 37,
pp. 385-411., 330.5 Q2. 1Ia room 116.

A prominent Harvard economic historian disputes the importance of
soil exhaustion. Curiously, Usher attaches very heavy iaportance to
natural resources of other kinds -- fuel or energy resources primarily =--
and might be called a carboniferous determinist from his emphasis on
coal resources.

Simkhovitch, Vliadimir G. "Hay and History." An essay which you
may find in one of his other works, but you will have to hunt in the
card catalogue.

pale, Tom, and Carter, V.G, TOPSOIL AND CIVILIZATION. 630.09
D155t Agrice
A horrible example of "proof by vigorous affirmatioan" without
evaluation of evidence. If you want to l:arn how to alienate 90% of
your readers, look at this.



6. Agricultural fundamentalism.

Griswold, A. Whitney. FARMING AND DEMOCRACY. 333.1 G339f.
The president of Yale University is not an agricultural funda-
mentalist, but he writes a good book about it.

Walter C. Lowdermilk, the soils man, would probably rate as an
agricultural fundamentalist, as would almost all soils historians.

\
\



7. Local governments as monopolies.

Schmoller, Gustav., THE MERCANTILE SYSTEM AND ITS HISTORICAL SIG-
NIFICANCE, 330.1l Sch 5. Perhaps on reserve in Room 116.

This is one of the best historical analyses ever written. City-states
exploit their hinterlands and do economic battle with each other.
The phenomena observed and described by Schmoller go far towar s ex-
plaining much of historical evolution.

— el



8., Laissez-faire interpretations \ \
]

¢ &
Mantoux, Paul. THE INDUSTRIAL R VOLUTION IN THE 18w CENTURY.‘-.,_\‘t ‘

330,942 M3l. Part II, Chap. 1, "The Beginnings of Machinery in the
Textile Industry." LR
Mantoux finds progress stemming from the absence of government
regulation in the new cotton industry, and stagnation in the privileged,
regulated woolen industry of England. \ .
Pirenne, Henri. #CONOMIC AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF MEDIEVAL BUROPE. Paperback &
330,902 P665e. Chap. 7, "1l4® and 15% Century Changes." Ao !
Pirenne sees dynamic enterprising capitalists developing new \
modes of production in order to escape from restrictive labor pnions and |
regulatory local goveruments. They migrate to where they havoxft&pdom
and security, the latter meaning security of possession, not §¥Cufity
from competition but the contrary. T \
This is not an explicit statement of Pirenne's philosophy, but it A
clearly shows through nis description of Flanders in evolution. | AR
LA i\
The Marx st historian Maurice Dobb, curiously enough, has a stpikingly |
parallel interpretation of English evolution in CAPITALISI ENTERPRISE \
AND SOCIAL PROGRESS.

Smith, Adasz. WEALTH OF NATIONS. 330 Sm>5i.

Book I, C:iap. 3, "The Division of Labor is limited by the
Extent of the Market." The thesis express or implied is that spe¢ial-
ization in production waits upon commercial or political developmgnts to
widen the markets. £ AR

Book III, Chap. 4, "How the Commerce of Towns Contributedftp%fhg
Improvement of the Country." Smith sees town merchants as the'dfp&mici
factor, creating markets whi h stir up farmers to change their methods.,
Some of us would question, however, whether Smith wasn't overgeﬁbhﬂﬁizing,
and whether it was not often progressive farmers who had to stir up thefF
merchants. '

Condliffe, John B. THE COMMERCE OF NATIONS. 330.9 C752c. /



9. Monetary emphasis.

This interpretation of history would find widespread support among
economists today, who are inclined by and large to give more weight
to monetary factors than to most others. \

\

Earl Hamilton, "Profit Inflation.," 1In F.C. Lane and J. Riemersdﬁ
(eds.) ENTE PRISE AND SECULAR CHANGE. 330.9 L2ule '

wewee AMERICAN TREASURE AND THE PRICE REVOLUTION IN SPAIN.
338.5 H13
Hamilton might be called the Keynes of economic history. [He
finds that expansion of the money supply and spending are powerful
‘ forces leading to industrial expansion. While on this you might as
| well go to the fountainhead itself and read:

John M. Keynes, THE GENERAL THEORY OF EMPLOYMENT INTEREST AND
MONEY. "Notes on Mercantilism."

A major critic of Hamilton is: ®.

John U, Neg, "Prices and Industrial Capitalism." ECONOHMIC
HISTORY REVIEW, May, 193%. Room 116. %;
Just as the above wers th own up by the monetary controversey bf
the 1930s, so the earlier Populist movemeént produced its historidal
philosopher in:

Brooks Adams, THE LAW OF C VILIZATION AND DECAY. 901 Adl2l, abd
paperback, |



10. Racial emphasis

There are many racist tracts of the Nazi and KKK type which are on
a very low intellectual plane and not worth reviewing except for study
of social pathology. But there are also some more serious works which
contain some real challenge.

©llsworth Huntington, MAIVSPRINGS OF CIVILIZATION (paperback)
Chaps. 10, 11.

Herbert B. Adams, TH® GERMANIC ORIGIN OF N&W SNGLAND TOWNS. 305
J6l, V. 1. This was the sort of thinking against which Frederick
J. Turner was reacting when he developed his frontier thesis,

Tenney Frank, "Race Mixture in the Roman Empire." AMERICAN HISTORICAL
REVIEW, July, 1916, pp. 689-708., Roo . 116,

0f course scholars have not be:n lacking to take the opposite viewpoint,

F. H. Hankins, THE RACIAL BASIS OF CIVILIZATION, 572 H187
Unfortunately long-winded, but factual and meaty all the same.

Bergen Evans. THE NATURAL HISTORY OF NONSENSE, 813 Evl2na.
Chap. 14, "The Skin Game."

Melville J. Herskovitz, THE MYTH OF THE NEGRO PAST. 572.96 H439m.
Chap. 3, "The African Cultural Heritage."



11, Beard's thesis of the self-serving founding fathers.

Charles A. Beard. AN ECONOMIC INTERPRETATION OF THZ CONSTITUTINN.

342,73 B38e. Chap. 1, "Historical Interpretation in the United States.” :\

Robert E. Brown. CHARLES BEARD AND THE COMSTITUTION. 342.73
B33eYb8 Chap. 1, "Historical Interpretation in the United States.”

There is also a new criticism of Beard published in 1959, Track
it down.
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