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$350 million
MWD water
delivery plan
draws fire

By DOUG BEEMAN
Press-Enterprise Staff Writer
LOS ANGELES

ropolitan Water District yester
day proposed a $350 million build
ing program designed to meet
growing water demand and offset
the loss of Colorado River water
with water from Northern Cali
fornia .

The Met

Officials said this would be
the district's largest building
project since the early 1970s,
when facilities were built for the
State Water Project.

B But as quickly as general
manager Carl Boronkay released
his recommendation , some of
Metropolitan's governing board
members criticized the plan.
Some favored a different plan
and others argued that the dis
trict should encourage more wa
ter conservation.

}

Boronkay said he will bring
his proposal back to the district
board for consideration Feb. 12,
although he said he expects de
bate on it will be continued to
March .

The district is looking for
ways to obtain more Northern
California water to replace the
Colorado River water that will be
diverted when Arizona begins
taking its share within the next
year.

ERBA

The district estimates it will
lose more than half of e .2
million acre-feet a year t now
draws from the Colorado River .
An acre-foot is 325,900 gallons , or
enough water to cover an acre a
foot deep.

Metropolitan currently is al
lowed to take up to 1.5 million
acre-feet of water annually from
Northern California . But the sys
tem of canals and tunnels to
bring it to Southern California is
capable of delivering only 1.2 mil
lion acre-feet a year.

"We cannot deliver State Wa
ter Project water we now have. “

said Myron Holburt, the district's
assistant general manager.

During a three-hour meeting
yesterday, Boronkay and his staff
outlined two proposals:

~ A $350 million plan to ex
pand the 110-mile east branch of
the State Water Project from th
Kern County line to Silverwood
Lake in the San Bernardino
Mountains . The project would
consist primarily of raising the
sides of the canal to handle more
water.

~A $550 million plan to ex
pand 34 miles of the middle reach
of the district's foothill feeder .
The middle reach covers a
shorter distance than the pro
posed east branch expansion, but
it would would involve drilling
tunnels and other costly improve
ments. Although the cost of build
ing the middle reach is higher
than the east branch expansion , it
would be cheaper to operate_be
cause it would use less electricity

Boronkay told directors both
to move water ..

(See WATER , Page B-2)
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ater ..
(From Page B-1)

were good plans to bring more
Northern California water to the
district to replace Colorado River)
water and serve high-growth ar
eas in Riverside and San Diego
counties. Construction of either
would be completed in the early
1990s, according to district esti
mates.

But Boronkay recommended
the east branch project because it
can be built in phases , giving the
district a chance to assess its
water needs before expanding the
system further.

one
He suggested the district seek

two different types of bids
for expanding the east branch to
handle another 450,000 acre-feet a
year (which would cost an esti
mated $300 million) and one for
expanding it to handle 550,000
acre-feet (which the district esti
mates would cost another $50 mil
lion) . If the district can save
money by building the entire
550,000 acre-foot expansion , it

may want to proceed with it alto
gether , Boronkay said.

The district estimates the
first phase would allow the dis
trict to meet its demand for wa
ter through the year 2007, and the
second phase would meet the
needs through 2016.

Directors from San Diego and
the Pasadena area argued that
the district should use the money
to expand its own svstem_rather
than a State Water Proiect canal
across the desert . Some members
also suggested the district should
encourage water conservation
among its water users to offset
some of the projected increased
water demand.

A. B. Smedley, who repre
sents the Foothill Municipal Wa
ter District near Pasadena, noted
that the east branch traverses the
San Andreas fault . He said the
damage to the aqueduct caused
by an earthquake would be com
pounded by erosion caused by
leaks from the breaks .

"It doesn't take much of a
leak to cause considerable dam
age," Smedley said.
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