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OITY AIDE SCORES
OWNERS ON RENTS

179, Increase in 2 Years
Is Termed ‘Too High’

By WILL LISSNER

Mayor Lindsay’s top aide in
the housing field said yester-
day that the real estate in in-
dustry’s proposal to limit rent
increases on uncontrolled apart-
ments to 17 per cent evry two
yars was “too high.”

Jason R. Nathan, Administra-
tor of the Housing and Devel-
opment Administration, gave
this evaluation, the first from
a member of the Lindsay ad-
ministration, on the WNBC-TV
program, “Man in Office,” and
in an interview afterward.

The industry submitted its
plan on Feb. 26, after the May-
or demanded that it come up
with a plan to regulate itself
or face regulation by law.

The industry proposal also
called for a -rollback of some
recent rent increases that the
Mayor called excessive, but re-
jected his demands for refunds
to the tenants. The Mayor
said immediately that he was
“disappointed” with these pro-
visions.

Mr. Nathan emphasized that
his criticism of.the industry’s
proposed rent increase ceiling
was “my personal reaction.”
The Lindsay administration’s
attitude would be determined,
he said, after the Mayor’s Rent
Guideline Board had evaluated
this and other proposals from
the industry and presented its
recommendations.

Other Aspects Studied

The housing administrator

said that the ceiling was only
one of a number of aspects of
the industry plan that were
undergoing close scrutiny. The
others include:
The housing administrator
said that the rent increase ceil-
ing was only one of a number
of aspects of the industry plan
that were “disappointing” to
the Mayor and were undergoing
close scrutiny by his advisers.
The -others include:

QThe level above which in-
creases would be rolled back
as excessive, the industry pro-
posing to fix this at 22.5 per
cent for two-year leases and
27.5 per cent for three-year
leases.

qThe effective date for rent
increases affected by any roll-
back. Complaints began com-
ing in last summer and Rent
Commissioner Frederic S. Ber-
man called the industry in and
put it on notice at that time,
but the industry plan made no
provision for increases achieved
before Oct. 1.

qThe effective date for any
{rent reductions. The industry
{proposed they become effective
May 1.

An agency that has escaped
criticism in the controversy
over excessive rent increases
was brought into it when Mr.
Nathan pointed out that the
Federal Housing Administration
had a responsibility under the
law and its contracts to pre-
vent excessive rental charges

.lin properties financed with its

guarantees.
Of the 600,000 uncontrolled

or decontrolled apartments

’|subject to rent increases on the
|demand of private landlords,
S|about 400,000 would be covered

by the industry plan. The 200,-
000 remaining units include
apartments in two-family
houses and apartments that
have been decontrolled.

The 400,000 apartments in-
clude about 90,000 in buildings
erected with Federal Housing
Administration assistance. Since
the F.H.A. has responsibility
under the law to limit rents, the
courts may find that the city

|

Longshoremen to Sponsor

1,549-Unit Development
With City Mortgage

By EARL CALDWELL

Mayor Lindsay announced
plans yesterday for a $53-mil-
lion middle-income cooperative
apartment development to be
constructed over a subway yard
in the Sunset Park section of
Brooklyn.

The Maor said that the de-
velopment would have 1,549

apartments, ranging in size
from efficiencies to seven
rooms.

Mr. Lindsay said that the co-
operative would bring “an ex-
citing new community” to the
city, replacing what he called
“a bleak vista of railroad
tracks with what will be an im-
portant addition to our urban
landscape.”

Plans for the cooperative,
which will be known as Harbor
Houses, have already been sub-
mitted to the City Planning
Commission and the Board of
Estimate for approval.

Union Will Sponsor Project

The Mayor said that the de-
velopment would be built under
the sponsorship of Local 1814
of the International Longshore-
men’s Association.

Jason R. Nathan, Housing
and Development Administra-
tor, and Robert G. Hazen, Com-
missioner of the Department of
Development, praised the union
for “farsighted involvement in
the city’s middle-income hous-
ing program and its imagina-
tive proposal for an underutil-
ized location in one of Brook-
lyn’s residential areas.”

Mr. Lindsay said that the

union would use city mortgage
financing and tax exemption in
the construction of the project
under the Limited-Profit Hous-
ing Companies (Mitchell-Lama)
Law. The plans call for an
estimated $49,146,500 mortgage

loan from the city for a period
0 years a ent_in-

Harbor Houses, Inc., a hous-
ing company formed to own
and operate the development,
is expected to offer the apart-
ments for a down payment of
$500 a room with an estimated
average monthly charge of
$46.80 a room, plus utilities.

The site of the complex is
an area generally bounded by
Seventh and Ninth Avenues
and 37th and 39th Streets in
Brooklyn.

Buildings to Be Connected

The . complex proposed for
the air rights over the 12.3-acre
site is to include a series of
four-story to 28-story intercon-
nected towers ‘and low-rise
buildings.

Architects said that the units
were designed to form numer-
ous interior courts, plazas and
open spaces. The complex is to
provide 34,200 square feet In
retail shopping space, a swim-
ming pool and other recrea-
tional facilities. Garages are to
provide parking for 1,038 cars.

Housing Administrator Nath-
an said that “although a sizable

tax exemption will be granted
o Harbor Houses, the city will
gain an estimated $410,000 in
réal-estate taxes annually from
a site which presently yields
no tax revenues.”

The area surrounding the sub-
way yard consist of one-family
and two-family homes, some

apartment houses and a park.
No relocation is invelved in

terest, plus tax exemption. _

the project.

has no jurisdiction to limit the
rents by law, Mr. Nathan said.
But a voluntary plan would
cover these apartments.

“A tremendous proportion of
the complaints from Queens
were from F.H.A. buildings,”

they would, as he put it, have
to review F.H.A.s entire posi-
tion mroviding mortgage in-
surance in the city.”

[ Mr. Brownstein has vacated
his post and no successor has
been named. A spokesman for

the city administrator disclosed.

This raised a question of
what action, if any, F.H.A. had
taken to exercise its responsi-
bility over rents. According to
Mr. Nathan, the agency was
concerned about the financial

stability OF _its__investments.
H.A7s former chief, he said,
wade a veiled threat that if the
city took action to Iimit rent

Tfcreases Agency

the agency had no comment on
the statement.

Mr. Nathan said the report he
and others made to Mayor Lind-
say on Feb. 8 made “a very
important point.”

“Will private financial insti-
tutions as well as builders pro-
duce. housing in the future
under a program of rigid law
imposing rent control?”

continue to provide mortgage
insurance here, T

“I talked about three weeks
ago with [the then] F.H.A. Com-
missioner Philip Brownstein in
Washington,” Mr. Nathan said,
“and he said that if legisla-
tion which adversely affected

F.H.A.’s position were passed,

The city has a very important
need to increase the production
of housing, Mr. Nathan said.
Because he believes the exten-
sion of rent control would
hamper housing production, he
regards further rent control
laws as threatening the city
with “disaster.”
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THE NEW YOR

Method Could Help
Man Make Better
Use of Resources

By HAROLD M. SCHMECK Ir.

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, March 2—

One of the most potentially im-| §

portant down-to-earth uses of
space will be tested during the

Apollo 9 flight that is sched-| |

uled to begin tomorrow.

The astronauts’ main concern
will be to test the equipment
and strategy with which the
United States hopes to achieve

a successful landing on the| §8

Infrared photos such as this, which records high temperature ar
maumau and Kilauea IKki craters of Mauna Loa volcano in Hawaii, d

moon this summer.

During the latter half of the
Apollo 9 flight, however, the
crew will conduct a photograph-
é3 experiment that may help
@ankind make better use of
the resources of earth.

In an important respect, the
photographs will be different
from any taken previously in
the nation’s manned spaceflight
program. The previous space
photographs of earth were made
with one camera and one film
type at a time.

In the Apollo 9 experiment,
four cameras, mounted together,
will photograph the same scene
with different film or different
filters. The aim and timing of
the cameras will also produce
a set of photographs from which
a stereoscopic image can be
obtained.

Crop and Ocean Details

The stereoscopic effect is
produced by taking two sets of
photographs of the same scene
a few seconds apart. The pic-
tures in the two sets cover the
scene from slightly different
angles.

The four-camera experiment
in the Apollo flight is expected
to test a system that may grow
to major importance within a
few years. Multiple camera
photographs from unmanned
satellites may reveal details on
earth that cannot be detected
by any other practical method.
Among things' that may be
studied by this method are the
health of forests, grasslands
and crops; the state of the
oceans, moisture content of soil,
condition of coastal waters and
estuaries and the presence of
important mineral deposits.

Much the same method has
been used extensively by the
military for camouflage detec-
tion. In recent years it has also
been used in civilian life for
crop surveillance and mineral
prospecting by aircraft. But
multicamera photography from
aircraft cannot approach .the
rapid global coverage possible

Diseased trees appear darker in infrared photo of a
forest because they are poor reflectors of infrared light.

from the vantage point of space.
The method is called multi-

Two Live Telecasts

From Space Planned

All three major television
networks are planning to
carry two live shows from
the Apollo 9 spacecraft this
week as well as the launch-
ing today at 11 AM. from
Cape Kennedy, Fla.

The first live transmission
from space, scheduled for
9:27 to 9:34 A.M. on Wednes-
day, will show Col. James A.
McDivitt and Russell L.
Schweickart inside the lunar
landing craft.

A second transmission, set
for 2 to 2:15 P.M. on Thurs-
day, will occur during a
space walk by Mr. Schweick-
art.

These live events during
the 10-day flight, and the
launching today, will be car-
ried by the Columbia Broad-
casting System, the National
Broadcasting Company and

spectral photography because it
obtains simultaneous photo-
graphs taken in light from
several , specific bands of. the
spectrum . -of possible  wave
lengths. It is also called remote
sensing because it allows the
gathering of detailed and wide-
ly varied data from a distance.
The four cameras in the
Apollo 9 experiment will take
their pictures in infrared film,
infrared color film and pana-
tomic-X film filtered to concen-
trate on red light from one

camera and green in another.
The cameras will be model

500-E1 Hasselblad’s housed on :
a ring mount and operated|:
synchronously by electric mo-|:

tors.

From the film and filter com-

bination, scientists expect to
get clear pictures of coastline

conditions and the topography|:

of the bottom under coastal
waters and lakes.

The infrared film increases
the usefulness of the photo-

Infrared photograph taken from Gemini spacecraft shows Ca
surrounding area. Swirl in center of sea was missed by conven

graphic system by adding re-|

House Subcommittee Opens
Pueblo Inquiry Tomorrow

CORONADO, Calif.,, March 2
(UPI)— A special House sub-
committee will open its inves-
tigation Tuesday into the seiz-
ure of the Pueblo by North
Korea.

The first witnesses before the
house armed services subcom-

the American Broadcasting
Company.

mittee will be Navy Secretary
John H. Chafee and Adm.

{ e

Thomas Moorer, Chief of Naval|:

Operations.

The subcommittee is headed
by Representative Otis G. Pike,
Democrat of Suffolk County.

One of its tasks will be to in-|:

quire into possible revisions of
the United States Military Code
of conduct for servicemen cap-
tured by enemy forces. It for-
bids prisoners of war from gi

ing any information other th
their name, rank or serialggun
ber and expressly fg

fessions—true g
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Volpe Will Speed Up @qﬂuotiom of Inner-City Expressways|

\
By CHRISTOPHER LYDON hearings as left to us by our|cept the 205 million Americans|“spineless capitulation” to the| His choice was Carlos C. Vil-|
pgedecessors," Mr. d\éoépe salhd.‘who want to travel more effi-|/contractors. lareal, a sales executive of the|
). “But we're not wedded to the|ciently than they do today,” hg! Mr. Volpe promoted Francis Marquardt Corporation, which
JoxAiHII\\]/gFON‘tthISCh 2t3— idea. If we can find administra-|said. “The average American/C. Turner, former director of has done researI::h and develop-
b ¥ orta?ie' .ed tecre. ar(}j/ tive short cgts to speed up the|spends 13 per cent of his work-fthe Bureau of Public Roads, to/ment in the aerospace field.
s i eedp » tgg’ Is ae erfmme process, we’ll use them.” ing day behind the wheel of athead the Federal Highway Ad-|“He’s not a transit man,” Mr.
tru(l:gtin p ptace Ol COn-\" Mr. Volpe said that the pop-|car, getting to and from work.|ministration. Volpe observed, “and that was
zva . g Inner-City express-/ .. image of highway boulders|/He wants an improvement, andf The Secretary appointed|deliberate. I wanted someone
IK .a TRERRS. thtstvi the| W3S largely unfounded. that’s what highways can pro- Ralph  Bartelsmeyer, former|who wasn’t wedded to old con-
S e | nomtacio e;vde\hn;f €] “The highway ‘monster’ has|vide.” ichief engineer of the Illinois|cepts, but someone who could
chnsetts Governo: aa < Ss/sfa- been created by a minority of Steps on Contracts Highway Department, to direct think fresh and was familiar
“common sense” F;?o N odr instances where dictatorial| In his first two months in of-|the Bureau of Public Roads. with technological research.”
“compromise” b thm ffsn methods were used,” he said.|fice, Mr. Volpe has taken sev-| Of the Turner appointmentg Mr. Volpe said he did not
called conqervat)ironistesj OC} “In fact, most highway depart-|eral steps to accommodateMr. Volpe said, “Some peoplejexpect to submit a comprehen-
e’ whoune (Kt 1 many ments have become more aware|highway interests. In a speech suggested that I appoint a cityfsive transit plan to Congress
ohiea arourr;d g WL han} of their responsibilities, particu-|to the Associated General Con-|planner or a psychologist tofuntil next year. He has noted in
Foteatet LRt t.V ,ave‘larly in the last five or six|tractors in Washington last|the highway administration. But{the past that the Federal Gov-
p 1ghway extensions)yearg week, he announced that evi-you don’t go to a doctor with’ernment spends over 30 times
He said he was mystified by|dence of antidiscrimination ef-|a legal problem, and I needed more on highways than on tran-
the attempts of critics to asso-|forts would be required from|an experienced man to run our!sit and has pledged his efforts
ciate him with the “highway|contractors only after they had|/massive highway program.” to a “better balance.”
lobby,” a powerful combination won Federal contracts, not be-| Mr. Volpe has expressed a| He has declined, however, to
of contractors, state highway|fore they submitted their bids. keen interest in developing ur- predict the Nixon Administra-
officials, auto manufacturers,| Clarence Mitchell, the Wash- ban mass transit, but he fol-|tion’s budget request for the
truckers and associated labor|ington lobbyist for ' the Na-!lowed a different principle in/Urban Mass Transportation Ad-
unions. tional Association for the Ad-|picking a new chief for the|ministration, for which Presi-
“I don’t know who the|vancement of Colored People,’Urban Mass Transportation Ad-|dent Johnson’s last budget
‘highway lobby’ could be ex-|described the change as a|ministration. asked $175-million.
S A P e s W Rl sy e WP oSO R e s iy R e N AR N T e Wk Oy o v Lt AR

Special to The New York Times

The New York Times
John A. Volpe

through parklands and low-in-
come neighborhoods.

Mr. Volpe, who served for
four months in 1956 and 1957
as the nation’s f{irst Highway
Administrator, emphasized that
indefinite = postponement of
highway construction would
not be part of an acceptable
compromise.

“There are some people,” he
said, “who feel if they object
long enough, the problem will
go away and the road will
never be built. But you can’t
pour traffic off modern high-
ways into nowhere; you just
can’t just dump it into crowded
city streets.”

Plan for Total Needs

At the same time, Mr. Volpe
said, city highways can be de-
signed “to enhance the oppor-
tunities for replacement housing
and to serve the total needs of
a community.” = =

Mr. Volpe expressed a new,
assertive spirit of highway pol-
icy in his discussion of admin-
istrative rules and personnel, (]}
and in his general observation
that the often clamorous out- |
cry against the highway pro-|
gram “isn’t going'to bother me
at all.”

Mr. Volpe said that highway-
review procedures established‘

by his predecessor, Alan S.
Boyd, at the two-year-old trans-|§
portation agency “could have |}
delayed construction projects,
up to eight or 10 years on the| -
complaint of a single citizen.”|
To Mr. Volpe’s great relief, |
Mr. Boyd relaxed the regula-
tions on citizens’ appeals short-
ly before leaving office in Jan-
uary. But Department of Trans-
portation regulations still re-
quire two public hearings on
highway plans before construc-
tion can begin. )
“We have accepted the dual
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