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Dear Tish and Mare,
For all I know today

heard no mention of it over here . (Might as well use the typewriter . , since itis just sitting here . ) Does yours have a golfball ? They are nice , because you can have
several and switch to different symbols , styles of type , etc. But mostyy the advantage
of an electric is that with practice you can go faster , and since Mase types a lot that
can be important . A minor advantage --but downgraded by the advent of xerox-- is the
ability to make five carbons .

I don't really have much to say today , but I thought that I would dash off a reply
o Mase's letter just to keep the flow of correspondence going .

It was a very
On

The desk is really not important , but I did inquire again about it .
inexpensive desk with a veneer top which has now come loose and has to be tacked on .
one side are 3 drawers and on the other 2 , one being double size in order to serve as a
file drawer . There is a shelf on each side which can be drawn out for extra space . I
think that there is a middle drawer . Somewhere is either a stamp or a gummed label with
Mason Gaffney on it , plus perhaps and address .

Sat. I expect to go for a hike in the Cotswalds (Sp ? ) with the Mathematics Club .
Glad to get a favourable report on the bibliography . My writing is sometimes

influenced by Mason's , and idea that a little liveliness in the writing helps
make things interesting .

I will be returning to The Eliot , x 370 Commonwealth Ave , Boston MA 02215 (?) . Jan 22,
However , I don't know what I would be able to do with a big box of avocados there .

I will have to send info on the estate income for 1976. If I recall correctly
it will be something like $400 apiece for income tax purposes .

} The one question Mase didn't answer , although it is only idle curiousity on my partis wheter the new tax law affects you . It apparently will have a big impact on
some Americans in Europe .

Herewith a very , very brief summary of my lecture on the binomial distribution .
If you repeat n times an experiment where each time the probability of success is P
and therefore the probability of failure is 1 P q , and the experiments do not
interact on one another (are independent ) , then for each integer k beween 0O and

inclusive , the probability of exactly k successes is given by the formula
n- k

Prob k successer where (^) =

15

The prototype is flipping a biased coin ,
But here is another example .
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Risk shuning

Risk means participatły taking equity position, laying down
the table. I sharing in outcome.some chips
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Yet state doesn't want to share too much in outcome,
wd, destroy incentive, encourage graft, pudding.

to convert state's share into a fixed change assoonas_
feasible, based on of its input. It's input in fixed,

off the bottom, rather
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than the top.

It's input is land, Trick is
has done that.
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may. land. Van P.

Paschall has shown how to use the

upt., & what else is needed.
says he knows as much about seurs, as Parkal, but

Paschall knows about capitalizing & appraisal techniques)

a Van P


