


Try to get data on where farm workers came from, who left farms for

war work. Try to show they came from poor areas, remained same in

better areas, or even increased.
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p. 500 Cite est from 1951 rept on "Undere: ployment of
ﬁural Families" that c. 2m of the 6 m farm families were S/

"seriously underemployed" in 1945-50 (& those were zood years)

p.i501 Find these underemployed people in south, and
eleswhere in "rougher and less productive areas."
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p. 503: Irend of conc. Says Xtximerezszx before mecnanization,
areal differences in farm income not so great. (no proof -- 1 S/48
doubt). Machines changed it. "The farms increased in size in the
more level and more productive areas, and machinery was used to
replace human labor wherever possible." XBmgxxin
"But in the less productive areas, where the land was too hilly
for the use of power machinery, farm population continued to increase
and hand labor methods prevailed."

Except in n.e., left hills for city work (I doubt). & in
productive areas of south (which we can explain are really S /48
large farms) "But with these exceptions it appears that commun-

ities of low-income, underemployed farm families nave
developed in areas of relatively unproductive agricultural land,
where power and machinery are not readily adapted."
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17¢/hr. So can't attribute mechanization of those years to
labor shortage. Altho in 1933 they were 11¢, p. 78 (cited froux_S/&Y
1950 stat abstract. 7Ry wchwmzed +o &old ditecs of 'a ' rnecy &b hivd Labor, /3}4»—;/ (oven)

¥ o SR As late as 1940, farm wage rates were down to sti.l
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S5/68

p. 175: "It takes better than average manag ment to obtain
vs Hevmman, the full potential productivity from superior land and livestock."
(i.e. not tney, & not meager use)(but much mgmt per acre)
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p. 377 "Small-scale farms & part-time
2imillion farms, or about 2/5 of all fa
10% of the total agriculturdl production
sales." Thinks them low-income people,| generally. 923,000 small-scale
farming units (gross incomes $500-1,200), most in "low-income farming
areas" (meaning low land value?) such as Appalachian, southeast, &
Del&a states. 1/l are sha re-cropper units. Few of the small-scale
farms are¢ retirement units; most provide major source of the farm
family's income.

This certainly goes vs. Weeks' generalization. Show to him.

(Just take Vt., cf to I1l. 1Ill., high land values, large ownership
units. Vt,, reverse.
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Chap 3: In Kashmir, before land reform split up large estates,
ma jority of labor was idle 6-8 months of the year. (NY Times,
7-11-50, p. 9) (No doubt the large estates had much idle land,

'y

too. On this, might check Times, J1 1;,-50, p.5§¢; and N-3-50 p. 8)




