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By

MOSCOW, July 15 (AP)
Pravda reported new trouble
today in the virgin lands on
the eve of the grain harvest:
mismanagement and a farm
labor shortage.

The Communist Party news-
paper reported “wastefulness
and an irresponsible attitude
toward the management of the

economy” in the Kazakhstan

Republic, in Central Asia.
Chief target of the stinging

attack was Dinumakhamed A.

Kunayev, Party First Secre-
tary of Kazakhstan.

He was accused of failing
to train and attract enough
tractor drivers and combine
operators to harvest the vast
virgin lands Primier Nikita S.
Khrushchev ordered cultivated
eight years ago in an attempt
to solve the Soviet food prob-
lem.

Soviet reports have cited a
critical shortage of skilled
farm machine operators for
the Republic’s 69 million acres
of farmland, where the har-
vest is estimated at 18 million
tons.

Pravda cited as an example
a state farm that had only 17
operators for its 77 combines.

Soviet Is Short of Labor
ToReap Big Grain Crop

George Syvertsen

“On what are the state farm
managers pining their hopes?”
Pravda asked. “They go out
to railroad stations and zeal-
ously importune passers
through to come to them for
the harvest, promising them
high wages.”

Competition among farm di-
rectors for extra hands is so
keen that some are sending
recruiters to the Crimea,
about 1000 miles distant.

One of the government’s
chronic headaches in the vir-
gin lands has been the refusal] :
of skilled farm labor to put
up with the rugged living con-
ditions. In 1960-61, more than
180,000 were said to have quit
their jobs.

“Only last year, it was neces-
sary to send about 100,000 ma-
chine operators to Kazakhstan|:
for harvest work,” ;
complained. “This cost the|:
state 16 million rubles ($17.6]:;
million).”

A government and Commu-| :
nist Party resolution published | :
Friday approved the emer-|:
gency assignment again this|:
year of farm machine opera-|:
tors from other republics to|:
help harvest the badly needed | :
grain in Kazakhstan. :

Pravda|:




Uncertain Politics

Of Disarmament

By Marquis Childs

IN THE gay and heedless '20s’ there
Wwas a popular song called “Daneing in
the Dark:” It might serve—except that
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