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WESTERN TAX ASSOCIATION
1988 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Program

Meeting Location: The Biltmore Hotel

Los Angeles, California 90013
Thursday, June 30, 1988

Registration: 8:30 a.m.-9:00 a.m.

Morning Session: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Luncheon Session: 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m.

‘““Tapping Rents After Proposition 13"’
Mason Gaffney
University of California, Riverside

““The Theory of Fiscal Federalism
and International Public Goods’’
Bernard P. Herber

University of Arizona

““ Assessment—Sales Ratio Studies
and Output Measures of Assessment’’
Donald R. Escarraz

University of North Dakota

Kenneth W. Oldfield

Sagamon State University

Business Meeting:
4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

Speaker: Bernard L. Weinstein,
Southern Methodist University
‘‘Intergovernmental Fiscal Disparities
and Regional Preference’’

Afternoon Session: 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

‘““An Analysis of Vertical Equity
Following the Passage of the Tax
Reform Act of 1986’

Gary R. Wells, Richard Boes,

G. Michael Ransom,

Idaho State University

““An Optimal Perspective of the
Optimal Tax Literature’’
Richard Pollock

University of Hawaii

‘“‘State - Local Revenue Diversification:
An Empirical Tempest In A Teapot?’’
Jack P. Suyderhoud,

University of Hawaii

Registration Fee is $55.00

AR : SR j




WESTERN TAX REVIEW WESTERN TAX ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS

The Western Tax Review, now in its ninth year of President

publication, offers articles of interest to academics, prac- Albert M. Church
titioners and public organizations concerned with taxa- University of New Mexico
tion, expenditure and public policy. Published twice a Albuquerque, New Mexico
year, the WTR is a refereed journal with a distinguished Vice President
editorial panel drawn from universities in the western
U.S. and Canada. Though occasionally bowing in the di-
rection of theory and methodology, the WTR focuses
principally on matters of state/local, federal and interna-
tional fiscal policy. Secretary-Treasurer
Rodney T. Smith
Claremont McKenna College
Claremont, California

Thomas W. Calmus
Univesity of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon

Co-Editors
Harold T. Gross & Bernard L. Weinstein
Cox School of Business Wiliam Graham
Southern Methodist University California State University
Dallas, Texas 75275-0333 Los Angeles, California

Joseph A. Jeffrey

American Mining Congress
Washington, D.C.

Ernest J. Dronenburg, Jr.
State Board of Equalization
Sacramento, California

Directors at Large

WESTERN TAX ASSOCIATION
c¢/0 Thomas W. Calmus

College of Business

University of Oregon

Eugene, Oregon 97403

Mason Gaffney

Department of Economics
University of California
Riverside CA 92502

Please Post This Notice On Your
Department Bulletin Board



i
Mason Gaffney 3040 Tyler Street Riverside, CA 92503
18 Sept 88
Nadine Stoner, 1118 Central Av, Beloit WI 53511
Dear Nadine:

Enclosed copy of my ltr to Sr. Tolentino, aide to Sen. Agapito
Aquino, Cory's brother-in-law. Sam V. has copy already.

Am delighted to help with federal 1lvt proposal. As to
politicking I think you are premature: we have to frame the
proposal first, get our own act together before we pressure

Congressmen. —

Enclosed draft of talk to Western Tax Assoc.,~lapping Ren
after Prop 13, has some ideas on the subject, indi on front
page.

You write, "it may be hard to sell the general public" on the
taxation of land consumption idea. "May be" is not reason enough
to scuttle an idea. We won't know until we try. We have struggled
for decades urging proposals that are hard to sell. They are hard
to sell because landholders dominate the agenda of public
discourse. But every time we seize an initiative we put ourselves

on the agenda.

But there may be some malcommunication. My proposed tax is not
on the transfer of land, but on holding land.

Wisconsin AG's opinion 29-79 re AB 1207 seems to open the door
to proposing whole hog 1lvt, if your interpetation is correct. As
to phasing, should you win or even get close the opposition will
take care of proposing the phasing: let them carry that legal
burden, which predictably they will do.

One of the more effective cheap political ads recently reads as
follows: "They had a party; you weren't invited; now they want
you to pay for it." If we tout lvt as a way to meet the deficit
we are picking up the bill for someone else's party. I recommend
rather coupling lvt with reducing wage/salary taxation. Let the
people see some gain, right now. If there is lvt you may be sure
the landlords will hold down public spending.

Yours truly,

cc: Nic Tideman
John Burger
Steve Cord

MasemGaffney
3640—Tyler Street

—;,/ 2o e



September 15, 1988

Professor Mason Gaffney
Department of Economics
University of California
Riverside, California 92502

Dear Mason:

I would 1ike to include your presentation on "Taxing Rents After Proposition
13" to the Western Tax Association as an article in the forthcoming issue of
the Western Tax Review. Do you have a written version you could send me?

Let me know right away as I want to put the issue to bed in the next few weeks.

Sincerely yours,

//7/{/&/@(
Bernard L. Weinstein

([9- 9%~ 4107 Rentp 7
Y387

Ves  LE6 - (134

CENTER FOR ENTERPRISING
EDWIN L. COX SCHOOL OF BUSINESS / 214 « 692-3532
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY / DALLAS, TEXAS 75275-0333
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