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HOW TO BE EFFICIENT, WITH FEWER VIOLINS

The following is the report of a Work Study Engineer—a specialist in Method Engi-
neering—after a visit to a symphony concert at the Royal Festival Hall in London:

OR considerable periods the four oboe

players had nothing to do. The number
should be reduced and the work spread more
evenly over the whole of the concert, thus elimi-
nating peaks of activity.

All the twelve violins were playing identical
notes; this seems unnecessary duplication. The
staff of this section should be drastically cut. If a
larger volume of sound is required, it could be
obtained by electronic apparatus:

Much effort was absorbed in the playing of
demi-semi-quavers; this seems to be an unneces-
sary refinement. It is recommended that all notes
should be rounded up to the nearest semi-quaver.
If this were done it would be possible to use
trainees and lower-grade operatives more exten-
sively.

There seems to be too much repetition of some
musical passages. Scores should be drastically

pruned. No useful purpose is served by repeat-
ing on the horns a passage which has already
been handled by the strings. It is estimated that
if all redundant passages were eliminated the
whole concert time of two hours could be reduced
to twenty minutes and there would be no need
for an intermission.

The conductor agrees generally with these
recommendations, but expressed the opinion that
there might be some falling off in box-office
receipts. In that unlikely event it should be pos-
sible to close sections of the auditorium entirely,
with a consequential saving of overhead expenses,
lighting, attendance, etc. If the worst came to
the worst, the whole thing could be abandoned
and the public could go to the Albert Hall
instead.

—Anonymous memorandum
ctreulating in London, 1955.
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child-study books call them—but they exist in
disturbingly vast numbers. Authorities estimate
that half of our pre-school youngsters enjoy (if
that is the word) the exclusive attentions of one
or more of the monsters. In the United States
alone, then, there must be over ten million of
them going daily, about their odd affairs.

Despite their prevalence, shockingly little is
known about them. Indeed, I have found nothing
in the way of collated material on the species
that compares with even my own casual collec-
tion of individual dossiers. Several of these are
appended here, in the hope that they may help
stimulate interest in a thorough and comprehen-
sive fact-finding study.

MRS. BIRDFEATHER

IN HER playroom at Hicksville, New York,
Glenda D. has been observing almost daily
for six months a “Mrs. Birdfeather” energetically
“making things.” Glenda states that all the
furnishings of the room are the work of Mrs.
Birdfeather and that they were made with
nothing but a needle and a bit of thread. “The
thread is worsted thread,” Glenda points out
with a significance that so far has eluded investi-
gators. Skeptical, naturally, when apprised of

creature’s personal life except that she lives with
her parents in a lovely house the family con-
structed together; that her mother, too, is known
as Mrs. Birdfeather; and that her father also goes
by the name of Mrs. Birdfeather.

THE GREAT YAFTY

‘/ ATFTY is the funniest thing I ever saw in
my whole life,” declares thirty-nine-months-
old Walter P. from his Philadelphia home, where
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