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A COKVUMMVS. 

l n our advertiåog columns will be fouad 
a uotioa seiring advocates of t h s single tax 
who are in iavor of holding a national 
conference to «end their addresses to Sanv 
uel W. William» of Vinconues, Indiana. 

I n ths letter indosingthia advertisment. 
Mr. Williams says: 

No matter whether we are to support Cleve­
land or Blsine, orat icketof oorowa, v e can 
«ertaialy benefit ourselves and the caaseof 
reform by boldwg a great national ewafer-

I 

'A 

, l a the west we are taking steas to nave a 
grand aoeetiag on July 4 Bailey is to issue 
tiie calL It is not to be a eonveation. I t is 
sjotasseetlng «f the united labor party or 
aay other party, hut is a meeiisg of all in­
dividuals wbodesire to come, aodwbobelieve 
that tbe public reveuues sbould be raised by 
a single tax on relative lead values. We 
have given ourselves ample time to do the 
neceasary preluninsxy work, and there is no 
good reason tnat I oao see whytbis onstuig 
sbould not be a grand sucoess. 

The circular which Mr. WiUiams pro-
poses to send to tuose who respondtohis 
nouoe is a* folio ws: 

^tbmmAncanmota.fimut prladpiø sfeoald kaowao 
tfcougfetotcomproouse. Thoy sbould prociaia it ia its 

protnises to bo still moro important, and 
which, indeed, may prove to be the opening 
of the most momentous industrial war that 
hasever yet been waged in the United States 
—that of the brotherhood of locomotive 
engineers on the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quincy railroad system. I t might seem as 
if, irritated and alarmed at the defeat 
of one powerful champion after an-
other, the strangest and most conserva-
tive of the great trades unions bad 
leaped into the arena, or, what is doubt-
loss much nearer the truth, as if organ-
ired capital. flushed with recent victories, 
bad challenged to a decisive struggle what 
from the nature of the occupation, and the 
vital relation it bears to other industries 
and social f unctions, is of all labor ©rgan-
iaations that which can fight with the 
greatest advantage and can inflict the 
greatest damage. 
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Vurcxntxs, Ind., Fen. » , 188& 
DearSin-^t is dsinifi expedient that a 

jMftyif^l ^mnfimw^T of those who believe ia 
tneanigte tax iden sbould be held on theeth 
dsvof JTulr, 1SS& 

Wis shail be n eonfereneeand not aconven-
tiøn. Itsnoald not have power to aominate 

I t will be a m u s awetlng of all 
to attaud who believe that 

the pubhe levenues saooM be raised by a 
«fasle and direct tax upon relative land 
values. 

TbecmUwmtelsBntedtotaeadvoeatesof 
thisidea. 

Tbemeeting wiUbeheldinthe westor south. 
: I t is suggested that one hundred or more of 

as joininarequest toWarren WorthBailey, 
of WL fionth Hoyne aveane, Cssoairo, I1L, 
anthorixiiig hias t o atleet the pjaea, anposst 
eommit^ee on arrangements and prepare and 
Issue the ealL Ime time has arrived when we 
saouidmeet, clasp bands, consuHandcrganize. 
The Cinciaoatt eonfeeenee (July 4, 1887) 
ordered a national eonferenee. Please write 
to l ir . Batley iuanediatelyon the subject and 
nauie to bim your cnoice of place of meeting. 

Trulyyours, SAMPSX W. Wnusi if t 
'Twoor th ree of our finends who have 

already received oopies of this circular 
send them to me, a&kiqg what I think of 
the propositioo. 

W h a t I think is, tha t Mr. Williams bas 
imjmore authority than anybody eise to 
take preliiuinary steps for calling a na­
tional conference of single tax men; hut 
that in the abseroe of anything like a na­
tional organization, he has jnst a s much au­
thority as anybody else. And there is 
something essettialjy deinocratic! in this 
straightforward individual nettoa tha t I 

Mr. WiUiams» ttwmberemembered, 
, the author of the resolution adopted a t 
flittle gathering of advocates of the sin-
f|tax held ia Cincinnati last Fourth of 
ly. Vhich requested John McMackin to 

call a national confei-ence before October 
of last year. Seeing tha t Mr. McMackin 
lias not acted, and tha t the Cincinnati 
resolution is likely to be made the pretext 
for a very different kind of a call than 
i t originallv contemplated. Mr. Will­
iams DOW sleps forward himself, and virtu-
all3' su&gests to those who believe in the 
single tax that they, by individual action, 
appoint Mr. Warren Worth Bailey, now of 
Chicago, a conimittee to select a place, 
make arrangements, and call a con­
ference on the Fourth of July 
next. Mr. Bailey will, I think, make 
just as 'good a conimittee for that 
purpose as Mr. McMackin would have 
made, or as a larger one selected in any 
other way. He is a stanch and con» 
Ecientious believer in the single tax, and 
has the honor of liaving published the 
first newspapcr in the United States 
which unqualifiedly advocated it—the Vin-
cennes Neies—from which he was finally 
compelled to retire by the loss of patron-
age consequent upon his open devotion to 
the single tax principle. He is active and 
reliable, and will, I am convinced, 
promptly and fairly discharge the duties 
which Mr. Williams suggests should be 
devolved upon him by tite individual re-
quest of a hundred or more. 

The date suggested f or this conference, 
t he Fourth of July, seems also to me to 
be a good one. By that time both the old 
parties will have adopted their platforms 
and made their nominations, and the 
popular issue in the presidential struggle 
will have been clearly made. If it should 
then appear expedient tha t single tax 
men should take any organixed part in 
the national contest, there will be ample 
time to do so. If, on the oontrary, it 
should then be clear that the time has not 
yet come for us to independently enter the 
field of national politics, a national con­
ference will a t least give such of us as 
can attend an opportunity of making 
one anothor^s acquaintance, of comparing 
views, and of suggesting plans for f uture 
action. I t also seems t o m e weU tha t the 
call for this eonferenee should emanate 
from the west and that the conference 
should be held a t some point in the Missis­
sippi valley that should as nearly as pos-
sible equalize the cost of attendance. • 

In short, I can see nothing to object to, 
and much to approve, in the proposed con­
ference and in the manner of call which 
Mr. Williams advises, and I would sug­
gest to those who fa vor the idea that they 
communicate with Mr. Williams as he 
aska. HENRY GEORGE. 

as& 
'i*3 

T H I BBlOTHEICHOOO 8 T R I K E . 

^uick on the heels of the Reading strikes 
with all their large consequences and preg-

oomes anotbor striks which 

Both special and general qualifications 
are requisite for the man competent to 
stand a t the lever in the cab of a loco­
motive. He must possess sufficient knowl-
odge of the compticated mechanism of an 
engine t o be able not only to keep it in 
gear, but in case of accident to make 
promptly such slight repaim to it as may 
be possible with the tools enrried in the 
engine chest. To perf orm his daily work 
witii the best results he must intimately 
know his own engine, which is likely to 
have characteristics as distinct from those 
of other engines as one man has 
from another. After his engine he 
must give attention to the train 
i t draws, observing whether, for ex-
ampie, i t be light or heavy, short 
orlong, made up of cars built for fast 
runs or of those calculated only for the 
moderate speed of freight. He must 
know the tracks of his run well enougb to 
hesp up to a time schedule on the darkest 
and storniiest night of winter, when he 
cannot see his way feeling it, so to speak, 
by the swing of the curves and the 
ja r of side track frogs. An engineer 
may save fuel or waste it, preserve a 
boiler or bura it out, adjust his speed 
a t sinuous and straight : places, so as 
to reduoe wear and tear to a minimum, or 
hs may wrench b r even wreck a tram a t a 
curve. And the nature of the business of 
raflroading renders it å marter of time and 
difficulty to judge of hisefficiency or in-
oompetency m these réspecta. 

Sobrietyand steady nerve are qualities 
indispensable to an eneineer. A reputa-
tion for unreliabiUty througn intemperance 
w o n » drive a man out of the occupation, 
and no one can enter fuHy upon its duties 
without having shown that he possesses 
more than ordinary promptitude in eraer-
gencies. 

In view of these considerations it is not 
difficult to see why engineers command 
more than average wages. Their voca-
tion stands out from those of all other 
mechanics as an illustration that wages 
are higlier iu a difficult than in more 
easily learned occupations; in one requir-
ing uuusual mental and physical quali­
ties than iu those not subject 
to such requirements; in one dangerous 
than in those not dangerous; in one in-
curring grave responsibilities for life and 
property than iu those in which there is 
little or no responsibility. The responsi-
bility with which the locomotive en­
gineer is charged is of the very 
highest. Any incapacity, any un-
readiness, any carelessness or drunken-
ness on his part, may at any time cause 
not merely the loss of thousands of 
dollars to his employers, but the ioss of 
hundreds oi' humau lives. His mind is 
the mind of the rushing train. On his 
hand at the throtlle depends the safety, 
not only of all that his locomotive pulls, 
but very often of other trains as well. 

Yet there have been other important 
factors in determining the wages of loco­
motive engingex-s in this country. In 
twenty-five years the number of miles of 
railroad track have been trebled, creat-
ing a dernand for engineers that has 
constautly kept pace with the supply. 
While eastern railroad compauies iiave 
mercilessly cut wages in other depart-
ments they have been careful to retaiu the 
services of the captains and pilots of their 
land ships, the engineers to whora they 
intrust the care of millions in property and 
the reputation of their roads for safe pas­
senger traffic. To keep these employes, 
they have in some nieasure been obliged 
to bid against the great railroads of the 
west. ^ 

It was under conditions such as these 
that the brotherhood of locomotive engi­
neers obtained its growth. In its earlier 
stages it cleared its way to intelligent ac­
tion through a series of costly aud occa-
sionally disastrous strikes. When experi-
ence had taught its members that lor them 
there were safer methods of operation, it 
dropped tlie strike as a weapon, or rather 
consigned it temporarily to the back-
crround. I t adopted as its leading feature 
the mutual benefit side of trades unionism, 
vigorously pushed its organization through-
out the country, and put restricted but 3'et 
great authority as an arbitrator into tlie 
hands of its executive head. "Let us rea-
son together," their chief would say, when 
waiting upon the officere^ of a roud the 
engineers of which desired to make known 
any grounds for complaint, and he was 
heard, for he represented men who coulti 
cut away dividends. So tlie guild waxed 
fat and quite content 

In tune, as the huge mass of the 
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country's labor writhed and - groaned in 
angry discontent, the brotherhood was 
widely advertised as a praiseworthv ex-
ample to good workingmen. The oi der 
seems to have shrewdly permitted the 
employing class to do most of the trumpet-
ing and the making of comparisons odious 
to the other unionists. But they could 
hardly have done it themselves. They had 
ample opportunity, in the usual treat-
ment of their fellow workers, tu see 
the sham in the talk of railroad 
officials at their annual reunions, in 
which the good engineer who was too in­
telligent to strike was contrasted with the 
bad common hand who, in his ignorance, 
struck" so often. The engineers knew how 
many unions of switchmen, trackmen and 
brakemen had in vain remonstrated 
against overwork and reduction of wages. 
"Let us reason together!" They well 
knew that language Uke this from un-
skilled laborei-s, who could easily be re-
placed in case of strike, would be re-
garded as audacious. 

And in fact they have seemed to care 
little for unskilled labor, or any labor 
other than their own. The brother­
hood has been managed, and up to this 
time successfully managed, upon tlie prin­
ciple that the rise or fall, the succes» 
or failure, of other labor organiza-
tions inattered nothing to members 
of the brotherhood. I t has not only re-
fused its- aid in great strikes when its 
action would have been decisive, and 
earned among other trades unions a char-
acter for selhshness, but, as Mr. Powderly 
chargés even while counseling Knights 
of Labor to refrain from retaliation, 
brotherhood men have on some occa-
sions been permitted to take the 
places of the striking members of other 
orgauizations of engineers. In this strike 
at least there is nothing sentimental. It 
springs from no notion of "tlie soiidarity 
of labor," from no conception that the 
principle, "an injury to one is the concern 
of all," has application beyond the lines of 
a single organization, and from no de-
sire to help those beyond those lines. 

On the other side, the ofScers of a great 
railroad, experienced and calculating busi­
ness men, have decided that the market for 
engineers is not monopoiized by men who 
will not seil their labor for less than the 
brotherhood scale, and they are risking 
serious immediate losses to the road, for the 
greater gains to come if they succeed in 
manning their engines with engineers who 
will wor!1" «* rates fixed by the company. 
The dispatches tell us that the officers of 
the other great lines centered in Chicago 
are watching the fight with deep interest. 
There can be no question as to which side 
they desire shall win. The bonds of amity 
uniting the aristocracy of trades unionism 
with its late admirers of the great cor-
porations have been severéd, and all the 
value of the example of its much lauded 
moderation is lost. 

ply of our great centers of population 
with the very necessaries of life. 

Faster and more sharply is the logic of 
events forcing the consideration of the 
great social problem of modern civiliza-
tion upon the people of the United States. 
Happy will it be for them if they shall 
ere long see that the whole system 
of protection and special privilege is false 
and dangerous, and that justice and free-
dom can alone prevent the productive 
forces which our civilization has evolved 
from becoming the means of its destruc-
tion. 

T H E T U U S T 8 RUN TO COVER. 

Every effort has been made by those im-
mecHately concerned to prevent the state 
senate committee to investi«;ate trusts 
from getting at the bottom facts concern-

the great sugar combination. The ms 

Whichever side may be beaten, this 
strike, in its occurrence, has definitely set-
tled some facts of large import. The 
brotherhood of locomotive engineers. Uke 
every other labor organization maintained 
to uphold wages, does strike when other 
méans for accomplishing its purposes faO. 
A labor organization that will not strike 
cannot long breast the current that is ever 
carrying wages down. 

From the very nature of their occupa­
tion the engineers constitute the strongest 
of all trades unions. Against them, how-
ever, is that general pressure for employ-
ment which, beginning with the laborer 
destitute of special skill, who is denied 
access to the primary means of all employ-
ment, spreads upward through aU trades 
and occupations; and against them also is 
a certam jealousy, whatever it may practi 
cally aniount to, which their exclusive 
policy, hitherto so successful, has arouseo 
As afTecting this contest of endurance, and 
as of the utmost importance to the gen­
eral public, it niust also be remembered 
that under our essentially vicious system 
of permitting our great iron highways to 
become the property of private cor-
porations, whose shares are often 
the counters of the gambling of 
the stock market, the interests of the 
managers of a railroad and the interests 
ot~the r o a a < itself are not merely separable, 
but are often diverse. It is in the power 
of the brotherhood engineers so long 
as they stand together to inflict tremeu-
dons losses upon any road against 
which they strike. But what if the man-
keers of the road have sold its stock short? 
What if they represent some great specu-
lator or clique of speculators who desire 
to get hold of its stock cheaply? 

Though it has been the policy of the 
brotherhood of locomotive engineers never 
to strike in aid of any other organization, 
they must, if they are to stand, strike when 
necessary on other roads ia support of 
their members where a strike has 
begun. Thus, if it be not quickly 
settled, the strike which has com-
menced on the Chicago, Burlington 
and Quincy system is likely to 
spread. What would be the result of 
anything like a general and protracted 
strike of railroad engineers can only be 
imaginedwhen it is eonsidered that the 
regular operation of railroads has become 
not merely essential to gi-eat and diverse 
branches of industry, but also to the sup-

secretary of the organization has been ab­
sent from the state. Witnesses summoned 
by the committee have been reported sick 
or absent, and others when placed on the 
stand have flatly refused to answer ques-
tions. Mr. Parsons, one of the directors 
of the trust, persists in his refusal to pro-
duce the agreement between the renners, 
basing his refusal on his rights as coun-
sel, and in that capacity he also coaches 
witnesses and advises them not to answer. 
If a legislative committee has no more au­
thority than this one has in the opinion of 
Mr. Parsons, it is diflBcult to see why any 
such committee should be appointed. 

The tactics of the sugar conspirators 
have been closely imitated by those inter-
ested in other trusts. The secretary of the 
milk combination is accidentally in Florida, 
where he has tåken all the books and 
papers that might throw light on the 
process by which farmers are ccmpelled 
to seil milk cheap and the people of New 
York are made to buy it dear. William 
Rockefeller of the Standard oil trust is in 
Florida when wanted to teslify concern-
ing the cotton seed oil trust, with which, of 
course, the Standard trust has nothing to 
do. The agreement on which the cotton seed 
oil trust is based is conveniently absent in 
Cincinnati, and no one can think of any way 
in which it could be produced in this city. 
A witness who acknowledges his interest 
in the trust, professed utter inability to 
answer some simple questions and under 
advice of counsel flatly refused to answer 
other questions. 

All of this seems to iudicate that the in-
vestigation will fail to elicit the informa­
tion most desired by'the public, but such 
a failure will not prove that the proceed-
ing has been of no public benefit. Agree-

*mente? to «mtrol vast industrier, nil details 
of which are thus sedulously concealed, 
must be of such a character that those 
concerned in them dåre not allow the facts 
to pass into the possession of the public 
and its grand jurors and prosecuting 
officers. The written agreement which 
forms the constitution of tlie sugar trust is 
kept so secret that Mr. Parsons has in-
timated that he would go to jail rather 
than produce it, aud Mr. Havemeyer has 
sworn that he is not sure that even tlie in-
dividuals signing it have the right to see 
it. No criminal secret involving the lives 
of a baud of political conspirators was 
ever more closeiy guarded. 

We doubt if any possible exposure of 
the operations of the trusis could do so 
much to influence the public mind against 
these new devices of monopoly as this 
policy of concealment The inevitable in-
ference is that there must be something 
beliind all this even worse than the public 
had suspected. This appears to have oc-
curred to the more astute members of the 
Standard oil trust, for when John D. Rocke­
feller was calied to the stand he, after- a 
mere formal protest, gave the committee a 
copy of the famous deed of trust that 
serves as the constitution of the Standard 
oil trust, and assumed au attitude of great 
frankness toward the committee. Either 
this attitude or something else had 

,such an effect on George Bli ss, 
one of the committee's crunsel, tha^ 
he handled Mr. Rockefeller .with great 
tenderness, and even protested against 
pushing the mvestigation too far. G- neral 
Pryor was less considerate, and brought 
out some facts that did not entirely accord 
with Mr. RockefeUer's claim that the great­
est of all the trusts had none of tht. charac­
teristics of a monopoly. 

Already the hu ny ing of witnesses to 
other states and the irnpUed threat of 
Mr. Havemeyer that they wiil move 
their refineries beyond the limits of 
this state if tlie legislature does not cease 
to "persecute" them, point to tlie neces-
sity of a congressional investigation. It 
is clear that no state jurisdiction extends 
far enough to enable it to cope with these 
conspiracies that aim to control tlie trade 
of a continent, and the house committee 
on manufactures is preparing tobeginsueh 
an investigation. 

Even i f this investigation, covering a 
wider range, only serves to emphasize 
the facts elicited by the present investi­
gation in this city, it will be of great 
use. It is of less importance that a 
iegislative remedy shall be devised than 
that public opinion against the growth of 
monopoly and the constant tendency of 
enormous power to concentrate iu an ever 
lessening number of hauds shall be aroused. 
We are entering on a presidential cam-
paign in which the tariff will be the main 
issue. Nearly all of those engaged in 
Ulese conspiracies to enhauce prices, limit 
production and control the wages and op-
porlunities for employment of labor, are 

protectionists. Into the testimony show-
ing that they close factories while guaran-
teeing profits to their owners but nothing 
to the men thrown out of work, they in-
ject the familiar cant about the need of a 
tariff to protect American labor against 
the pauper labor of Eui-ope. The hypoc-
risy of such a pretense is so bold that it 
must excite the derision of even those 
workingmen who have hitherto been de-
luded into a belief that the protective sys 
tem is maintained for their benefit The 
fullest possible exposure of the tactics of 
these high tariff trusts will be most effect-
ive in opening the eyes of the masses to 
the fact that what our "protective" tariff 
reaUy protects is monopolistic robbery, 
and not the wages of labor. Now is the 
time for such an exposure, and the closer 
the rebellion against "protection" can 
be linked with a general attack on 
all monopolies built up by legis-
lation or conspiracy, the better will 
be the chance for securing a popular 
verdic* in support of that movement-
Tariff reformers in congress cannot afford 
to ignore the subject of trusts. 

T H E T R E A T Y ACJA1JT. 

The proposed fisheries treaty with the 
British government has become a wabject 
of sharp controversy in and out of congress. 
The attacks on it are as silly as was the 
jubilation of tlie negotiators over its com-
pletion. The real contention of the Amer-
icans who regard themselves as chiefly in-
terested is for the privilege of using Cana-
dian ports for convenience in conducting 
deep sea fishing, while refusing to Cana-
dian vessels the full privilege in our own 
ports that is enjoyed by American vessels. 
The aggressive acts of the Canadians. are 
undoubtedly desighed to force the Ameri­
can government to come to an understand-
ing more satisfactory to the Canadian fish-
ermen. Canada undoubtedly inflicts con-
siderable injury on her own people by this 
course, and her truculent attitude enables 
demagogues on this side of the Yme to ap­
peal to that puerile pride and stubbornness 
which in international affairs is regarded 
as an exhibition of a proper patriotic spirit, 
and is formulated in such immoral cries 
as "our country, right or wrong." The 
highest patriotism is that which insists 
that one's country shall be right at what­
ever cost; and as the public conscience be-
comes educated, men wiU see that the gen­
eral praise which greets such a deciaration 
as " I would rather be right than be presi­
dent" is as much greater in the mouth of 
a nation as a whole people is greater than 
an individual citizeu. 

The United States is unquestionably 
wrong in this contention, and the claim it 
sets up is in the interest of a few greedy 
citizens in one corner of the country, and 
iu derosration of tlie rights and interests of 
the whole body of the people. This 
century old quarrel could be settled by 
one stroke of the pen eliminating the 
duties on fish and fish oil from our tariff. 
The demand of a handful oi New England 
fishemien for the retention of those 
clauses is simply an extreme illustration 
of the brazen elfrontery and essential im-
morality of the whole protective system. 
There are from sixty to seventy millions 
of people in these United States and not 
more than four or five thousand of them 
have even the most remote mterest in 
preserving the duties on the products of 
the Atlantic fisheries. The interest of 
every man. woman and child among the 
vast remainder is to have the fish supply 
cheap and abundant. These few thousands 
not only demand that the price of Osh 
shall be artificially kept up for their own 
immediate personal benefit, but when 
under such circumstances a neigh boring 
people, whose Gshermen are practicallv 
excluded from our ports, retaliate by de-
nying our fishermen certain privileges in 
their ports, these New England fishermen 
actually have the criminal audacity to in-
sist on their claims, even to tlie extent of 
going to war if need be. 

There is no other possible interpretation 
of the eager desire of certain congressmen 
and newspapers to keep open this dispute 
and to aggravate its bitterness. In order 
that a few thousand American fishermen 
on the New England coast may be pro-
tected in their privilege of making mill­
ions of their fellow citizens pay forsaltet! 
fish more than they are worth, these very 
victimized millions are asked to subject 
our seaboard cities to destruction, sacrifice 
their lives in a brutal fight and impose 
new hurdens of debt on genera tions yet 
unborn. Did greed ever inspire a more 
wicked proposal or seliish ciaft ever build 
so openly on a faith that what Carlyle 
said of EnglancVs millions is true of ours— 
that they are "inostly fools:" 

For ourseives we are giad that the pro­
posed treaty is unsatisfactory. I t could 
not, in the long run, prove otherwise,. 
since it is based on false principles, and is 
at best a compromise with wrong aud 
folly. Professor Goidwin Smith of Toron­
to openly rejoices that the mere discus-
sion of the subject forces forward the move-
ment for commercial union, as the only 
solution of the fishery and other uisputes 
between this country and Canada. That 
free trade between thetwocoumries wculd 
benefit both is manifest, sinee neit lier 
will seil the other its products with-, 
out, obtaining in return products still 
more desirable to it. The protection­
ists themselves admit that frce trade 
between tlie various parts of our own 
country is the source of whatever 
prosperity we enjoy, and human ingenuity 
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cannot formulate a single respectable ar­
gument against the extension of the same 
beneficent system to this whole continent. 
They must see this themselves, but they 
fear to admit the truth, since the logic of 
the argument would carry us to free trade 
with all the world. 

VEXATIOUS L.ITIGATION. 

It is said that no less than three thou­
sand suits against the elevated railroad 
companies for damages to property along 
hei r lines are now pending. It is the pol­

icy of the managers of these roads to fight 
every suit of this kind step by step and 
take an appeal from every decision ad verse 
to their interests. The object ia to make 
such litigation as costly as possible to ali 
who engage in it, and to cause such delay 
in the final settlement of suits that any 
damages won by a plaintiff will be mors 
than eaten up by lawyers* fees and court 
chargés. It does not matter in tlie least 
tliat all of the points of law raised have 
been passed upon by the court of appeals; 
a new appeal is tåken in each case for the 
undisguised purpose of delay ing the suit. 

Such tactics, which are the ordinary 
tactics of rich men and corporations, ought 
to be impossible. Justice which is not 
prompt is not justice at all, and these 
legal delays give to the long purse an ad­
vantage in our courts that practically 
could hardly be greater if rich defendanta 
could openly bribe judges and buy juries. 
In the case of the elevated railroads one of 
two things is true, either the companies 
are or they are not bable for any proven 
damage they have done to property along 
their lines. This is a sample legal ques­
tion that ought to be settled as completely 
in a single case before the court of appeals 
as in a hundred cases. Once settled in 
favor of the companies, other suits of the 
kind should be speediiy disposed of by the 
court in which they were instituted. If, on 
the other hand, this question has been de­
cided against the co"npanies, as is claimed, 
then all appeals made for the express pur­
pose of delay ought to be instantly dis» 
ruissed. If the existing practice renders 
this impossible then the existing practice 
is bad, and if lawyers only wished to ex-
pedite legal proceedings they could easily 
suggest a way in which it could be re-
formed. But lawyers can no more be 
trusted to reform legal procedure 
than party managers can be trusted to 
reform politics. What is needed is a 
popular demand such as that expressed 
in tlie Syracuse platforni, "We desire 
also to so simplify the procedure of 
our courts and diminish the expfiggp.. 
of legal proceedingii Luat thé^poor may 
be placed on au equality with the rich 
and the long delays which now result 
in scandalous miscarriages of justice may 
be prevented." This is one of the many 
reforms proposed in tliat platform that 
should be forced on tlie attention of 
all political parties by popular demand. 

But there is another aspect of theso 
suits against the elevated railroad com­
panies of New York which deserves most 
serious atten tion. Whether these demand-
ers of damages from the elevated railroad 
companies have or have not any legal 
claim, they certainly have no claim in 
justice. Their suits, if they have any 
legal color, ought not to be defeated by 
delays. But our laws ought to be such as 
wculd make it impossible to bring them. 
However much the stockholders of these 
elevated roads may have possessed them­
selves of what realiy belongs to the whole 
people, no matter how much they have 
watered their stock, and how badly 
they treat the public by overcrowd-
ing and inefSeiently lighting their 
cars, we ought not to permit 
another set of public beneficiaries to black-
ruail them. The suits for damage of prop­
erty which have been brought against the 
elevated roads, and which amount in the 
aggregate of the claims to some twenty 
million dollars, are not suits for damage 
done to property which justly belongs to 
individuals, but for the lessening of land 
values in particuiar places, Now, these 
land values, as to which so many in­
dividuals claim to have been damaged by 
the erection and maintenance of those 
great public conveniences, the elevated 
railroads, are in no case tlie result of in­
dividual industry, but are due to the 
growth and improvement of the whole 
community and rtghtiully belong to 
the whole people of New York. 
The elevated companies have not 
profited by the great increase in 
land values due to the buildingof their 
roads, and they ought not to be compelled 
to make up what lo we ring in relative val­
ues the same improvements in transporta-
tion may have caused ia other places. If 
the individuals who.-e lots have been re-
duced in value by the building of the ele­
vated roads have any just claim for cora-
pensaiion, it ought ro bo against those 
whose lots have been increasod in value.. 

The single tax on land values would 
remove ril such difflculties. Under i t the 
owner of any lut which was diminished in 
value by a public improvement would be 
componsated by thel«;.-;s»-nii!g of tlie taxea 
he was calied on to pay, and the publio 
itself, whie-h would thus be the real loser, 
would get compensating benefits for 
this loss in the larger income from 
the lots which were rendered more 
valuablo. Under this equitable system 
the costs for damages in making public 
improvements, whether in building rail­
roads, in_ opening bublic squares or in 
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crefiting public buildings, would onlybe for 
fhedamageaetually done to buildings or 
e ther improvenieuts made by individual 
Industry aud outlay. 

Had the elevated raikoads bcen built 
• e they should have been, by the citv, 
from a tax ievied on land values, the 
question of damages could never have 
«risen. Viaducts could then have been 
t u n between the streetsand the advan-
tages aud disadvantagcs arisiug from their 
buildintr would have been almost auto-
inaticaiiy adjusted by the assessment of 
the land. In jury to houses and other per­
sonal property would liave been paid for 
©f course out of the public fund. 

t f l E FIKlST VICTORY F O R 
U E F O K M . 

T A R I F F 

The fixiug of St. Louis as the place 
«nd June 3 as the time for holding the 
deaiocratic Kationa! conventiou has much 
•dgnificance. The democratic national 
coinmitice is largely made up of men who 
have no real sympathy wiih anything that 
Mr. Cleveland represents iu poliiics. Bar-
oum, ils chairman, and Prince, itsseeming-
ly perpetual secretary, are men of a past 
c i a who look to intrigue and compromise 
ms the best of all possible political agencies. 
They are men who desire that the demo­
cratic party shall have and hold power, in 
order that democrats ma\T hold office, and 
professions of principle are to them only 
m, part, and a verv minor part of political 
tacties. There are a good many other 
4<experienced politicians" of the same kind 
©n the national committee. I t was not re­
markable then that those who seek to de-
feat Mr. Cleveland"* nomination because 
€>f his partial adherenee to civil service re-
Xorni idcas, and because of his utterauce 
on the tariff question, should look to the 
national committee to do something that 
might help tliem. 

The dispute was undoubtedly a mixed 
one and no single ballot can be accepted 
ms SL test vote, since prefcrence of locality 
mffected every ballot tåken. The first vote 
ki favor of Julv 3 was east by the ad-
vocates of Chicago aud San Francisco be­
cause St. Louis is notoriously a hot place 
in midsummer. Eastern support of the 
San Francisco projeci was infiuenced by a 
belief that local sentiment there fa vors a 
high tariff, and also by the hope that the 
numerous proxies to be found in a cdnven-
tion so far away would be more easily 
manipulatcd than tlie delegates direct from 
the people and responsible to the constitu-
ents to whom they must retum. There 
was also a dlstiiict prejudice against St. 
Louis because it is a democratic city where 
the local sentiment f a vors tariff reduction. 

But the date was even more important 
than the place to these schemers. They de-
sired to hold the democratic convention 
after the republican convention had ad-
journed in order that they might straddle, 
in some fashion, the declaration concern-
ing the tariff that the latter is expected to 
«Sfeer They felt sure that under existing 
circunisiances a democratic convention 
taking the initiative on this questiou would 
make a much more positive declaration 
than the cowards and trimmers in that 
party desire. Added to all this was a gen­
eral wish to inspire hope among all the 
little coteries who are eager to defeat Mr. 
Cleveland*s renomination but afraid to try 
tuiless success is certain. 

Under all the circumstances it is a very 
«ignificant fact that the national commit­
tee flnally felt compelled to unanimously 
Choose St. Louis as the meeting place and 
t o name a date in advance of that fixed for 
t h e meeting of the republican convention. 

• I t was not increly a deference to public 
•entuneiit, but a confessleii, after fully 
looking over the field, that the Hill boom 
and other petty schemes for defeating Mr. 
Cleveland*s nomination are -Impracticable, 
and that, under tlie circumstances, the 
wishes of the president" s real frieuds had 
©etter be respected. Tlie only men of in-
fluence iu the democratic party who desire 
Mr. Cleveiand*s defeat thus confess that 
h is nominal ion is a -forcgoue <xmclusion, 
and they see tliat his tariff message must 
oe tafcea along with him. 

What the democrats in -congress will do 
this year toward tariff reduction remains 
t o be «een. They certainly appear to be 
in no hurry to bcgin. They ought now to 
bring in a 3ueasui*e that represents the 
t«al opinion of a large majority of the 
lieniocratii- (eongr-essmeii. and resolutely 
p u t asuie all iemptations to accept any 
tinkering compromise with a view to 
«ecuring the support of tlie so-called 
high tariff democrats. I t will be het­
t e r for the;a to have a good bill defeated 
through ttoiuliery and desertion than 
tosecur-e tlie passage of an unsatisfactory 
bill. 2Sb measure short of tha t outlined in 
tlie president"s message will meet the case 
«ither in congress or convention. Xo mat­
te r v.hat bill is proposed in Washington 
o r what plank is adopted a t St. Louis, the 
fight is goiag to turu on tlie message, and 
t h e democrats must defend the principles 
therein cnuncialed or submit to igno-
minious dufcat. The time for dodging 
tariffplanks, capable of two or thiee difler-
aiit interjuetations, has gone by, and the 
jgreat issue must now be squarely met, be 
t h e immcdiate consequences what they 
may. Going forward offers the demociats 
dieironh"chance of success. To turn back 
o r faiter now would make their defeat cer­
tain and disastrous. 

WEXT-TU1S CSLASS B L O W E R S . -

Xot very long ago Mr. Powderly pub-
liclydeciared that it was his habit when 
lietxHigrhtgmgerale to break the bottles 
after using the beverage. His object in 
doiag this was to make work for glass 
blowers. It is by no nieans probable that 
f lass blowers like to work any more than 
other people, and a t first one might be 
tempted to ask why Mr. Powderly, whose 
imtae is tbs& al z kieud ai wwnkui^aitu,, 

MMD &%*ii'&råi5 

should wish to burden any dass of work-
ingmen, even glass blowers, with unneces-
sary work. But Mr. Powderly is not a 
fool. He had a reason, and a reason grow-
ing out of the best of motives, for the habit 
of which he boasted. His real purpose was 
not to make unnecessary work for glass 
blowers for the sake of the work, but for 
the -sake of the wages they would get. 
The distribution of labor products is so 
unuatural and unjust tliat the destruc-
tion of any kind of product tends to main-
tain or improve tlie wages of its producer. 
Hence, if ginger ale bottles are used but 
once there will be work for glass blowers 
with every output of ginger ale; whereas, 
if tlie bottles are used over and over again 
tlie falling off of demand for bottles may 
menace the wages of glass blowers. I t 
was this that led Mr. Powderly to adopt 
and recommend the breaking of ginger 
ale bottles. It is true that in doing so he 
allowed the interests of bottle blowers to 
obscure the interests of ginger ale pro­
ducers, whose products are restricted to a 
narrower market in consequence of the 
enhanced expense of the ginger ale habit, 
and of bottle iunkmen, whose raw raa* 
terial is therein- diminished, to sav noth-
ingof the interests of the niiich larger class 
to which he himself belongs—the con-
sumer of ginger ale and other temperance 
drinks. But there can be no doubt that 
the tendency of his plan was to benefit 
glass blowers. 

It is not by the re-use of ginger ale bot­
tles alone, however, that the wages of 
glass blowers are threatened. Any inven-
tion which will produce bottles with less 
labor will have the same effect. And just 
such an invention is now in operation in 
England, and will soon be in use here. 
By this invention one man and two boys 
can make ten times as many bottles as 
under present methods can be made by 
two men and three boys. Mr. Powderly* s 
capacity for ginger ale must be extraor-
dinary indeed if he can by breaking his 
ginger ale bottles stem this tide of bottles 
that threatens to overwhelm the trade of 
the bottle makers. 

Bottles are now produced by hand— 
that is to sav, bv mouth. The workman 
gathers the glass out of the furnace on the 
end of a blow pipe. Another workman 
takes tlie pipe, and after blowing a bubble 
in the glass, rolls it for the purpose of 
drawing it out to the required length. 
All this is better done with the new 
machine by the automatic action of a 
lever or crank. The next step is to put 
tlie partly blown bottle into a mold and 
blow into it through the pipe. This, 
too, is done with the machine by 
an automatic movement, the mold being 
fed continuously from the furnace and 
the blowing being done by machinery. 
The tliird step is now performed by 
a boy, who cuts the bottle from the 
blow pipe, a step that is not necessary in 
the machine manufacture, since the glass 
is never welded to any part of it. The 
fourth step is the shaping of the ring 
around the mouth of the bottle, a difficult 
operation requiring great skill. But with 
the machine the ring is formed in the 
mold. Thus, while two men and three 
boys now make in England about eight 
gross of bottles a day, the machine enables 
one man and two boys to make eighty 
gross. 

This invention ought to be a good thing 
for evervbodv—even for Mr. Powderlv, 
since it would enable him to drink more 
ginger ale and break more bottles at the 
same expense, or to indulge in the same 
amount of ginger ale drinking and bot­
tle breaking, a t a less expense. By it bot­
tles are made cheaper, and the contents 
of bottles are to be bouglit cheaper. But 
instead of being a good thing for bottle 
blowers it menaces their livelihood and 
the very existence of their art. 

Even i f the demand for bottles should 
multiply ten times, one of every two 
skilled craftsmen who make bottles would 
be thrown out of employment and the 
other would have the alternative of ac-
cepting unskilled wages or abandoning his 
job to an unskilled workman, and it is 
doubtful if it is jM)ssible to destroy enough 
ginger ale bottles to counteract this effect. 
Nor will the injury end with the glass 
blowers' trade. With one glass blower 
out of every two hunting for a job, spurred 
on by the shadow of the wolf, and the 
second of the two working at less than his 
accustomed pay and ready to take the first 
better jpb that offers, the effect on other 
occupations will be like that of an invasion 
of laborers. 

Following the logic of the protective. 
tariff, after which Mr. Powderly's bottle 
breaking scheme was planned, the only 
way of avoiding this catastrophe is to 
break the bottle making machines as rap-
idlyas they are made. This would kili 
two birds with one stone. I t would not 
only keep up the supply of work for glass 
blowers, which could be augmented by 
breaking every bottle as soon as it had 
been once used, but it would also make 
work for machinists in repairing or re-
building tlie bottle making machines as 
rapidly as they were destroyed. Of course 
this destructive process should be carried 
on according to law. Destruction by the 
mob could not be tolerated. There should 
be surveyors, appraisers, fnspectors and 
detectives selected from the more active 
partisans of the dominant party, whose 
duty it should be to ferret out second hand 
bottles and contraband bottle making ma­
chines, and after appraising their value, 
and condemning them by due process of 
law in a regularly constituted court of 
justice, to turn them over to the marshal 
or sheriff for destruction, the owner to be 
repaid his loss Out of the public treasury. 
This suggestion, which would afford an 
efficient nieans of reducing the surplus 
without reducmg taxation, is submitted to ( 

the candid consideration of Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie and other captains of industrv, 
who so desire protection for the sake of 
the workingman. 

T h e principle is capable of indefinite 
extension. By breaking buggies after the 
first ride, sinking ships after the first voy-
age, killing *cows after the birth of the 
first calf, burning houses after the first 
yearfs occupancy, felling trees after the 
first season's bearing, pulling down 
cluu-ches after the preaching of tlie first 
sermon, and encouraging the heathen to 
eat missionaries when they had made 
their first convert. we should at once cre-
ate a great demand for American labor on 
sound Pennsylvania principles, and enable 
congress to levy the highest taxes without 
any danger of a surplus. 

But the evils which Mr. Powderly sought 
to modify and which sincere protectionists 
deplore, can neither be cured nor lessened 
by destroying products or by discouraging 
invention, or, what is in principle the 
same thing, by making protective tariffs. 
Their cause is rooted in our social system. 
Though manifested in the displacement of 
labor, it is not displacement, but displace­
ment without the opportunity for replace-
ment, that makes invention seem a 
curse, and suggests protective tariffs and 
the breaking of ginger ale bottles by way 
of remedy. 

The affection of most glass blowers for 
their trade is not strong enough to hold 
them when better opportunities in other 
empioyments offer; nor is it strong enough 
to worry them if invention or bottle saving 
diminishes demand for their work, pro-
vided they can readily obtain other work 
just as profitable. Iu the natural oixler of 
things they could do this, but our laws. have 
disturbed the natural order of things. By 
taxing houses, furniture, cattle, machinery 
and other products of labor we so inercase 
the price as to narrow the market This 
limits demand for labor in every industry 
on which the tax is Ievied. By imposing 
protective tariffs on foreign goods, we add 
to the price of both the foreign and the 
domestic article, so that labor in handling, 
transporting and dealing in both 
is in less demand than it would be. 
Finally, and fundamentally, we tax 
land values so moderately, such a 
large part of our public revenues being de-
rived from taxes on labor, that most of 
our land is kept out of use. Whoever 
would have a house must first pay a land 
owner for the privilege of building. Who­
ever would go into business of any kind 
must first, solicit the privilege of a land 
owner, whose price he must pay or aban­
don his enterprise. And of what the 
landlord gets a very small part goes to the 
people. The inevitable result of such. a 
sjstem is to contract, and contract, and 
again contract. opportunities for business 
and opportunitie» for employment. To 
expect labor to flourish on such conditions 
is to expect lilies to blooni in potato 
cellars. 

LANDLORD8' R I G H T S D E F I N E D . 

Upward of tourhundred crofters on the 
island of Lewis recently presented to their 
landlord, Lady Matheson, a most humble 
petition declaring that they can hardly 
eke out a bare existence on their little 
plots of land, much less pay rent, and ask-
ing that their ancient and hereditarj-
township lands now lying waste be rc-
stored to tliem. The men presented their 
petition in person, and were, according to 
the London Standard, "very orderly and 
well behaved." They were willing to 
have the land court lix the rent, and all 
that they asked was enough space on the 
island on which they were bom to enable 
them to earn a living. 

Tho petitioners received no satisfaction. 
Lady Matheson bluntly refused their re-
quest, and suggested that her tenants 
should seil their cattle or engage in fishing 
to enable them to pay her rent on their 
present holdings. If they could not do 
that she hinted to them that they had bet­
ter emigrate. The spokesman of the 
crofters replied that so long as lands on 
the island suitable for cultivation were oc-
cupied by sheep and deer the natives did 
not feel inclined to emigrate. This ap-
pears to have irritated Lady Matheson, 
and she declared, "These lands are my 
property and you have nothing to do with 
them." 

This is simply a bold assertion of the 
legal rights of landlordst If Lady 
Matheson has the absolute ownersliip in 
the island of Lewis that she thus asserts, 
then she is the absolute monarch of her 
domain; she has the right to compel these 
cotters to emigrate from the place where 
they and their fathers were bom, and 
should they refuse she may, if all other 
means fail, drive the intruders on her 
property off of the island and into the sea. 
If that be true of Lewis, it must be equally 
true of the larger island of Great Britain. 
If it be true of Great Britain, it applies to 
each continent separately and to the earth 
as a whole. There is no escape from this 
couclusion. If ownership in land is abso­
lute, a combination of the landlcrds of the 
world would have the right, even though 
they lacked the power, to drive the vast* 
majority of tlie human race off the face of 
the earth. 

Such a theory is obviously absurd. I t is 
an offensive assertion of despotic power 
inconsistent with peaceful civilized govern­
ment. Put aside the fear of England's in-
terference, and Lady Matheson's tenants 
would doubtless have made the natural 
and logical answer to her denial of their 
right to live on the island on which they 
were born, by declaring tliat if any one 
must lea ve the island it must be she rather 
than they; and any general assertion of 
such a right by the combined owners of 
the earth would lead to a prompt denial, 
aud if pusuedj lo a war of ert&miuatiou 
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against landlords. A higher law than any 
ever written on parchment warrants men 
in refusing to starve in the sight of oppor­
tunities to earn a living from which they 
are shut out by the greed, pride or caprice 
of a minority. Landlordism as defined by 
Lady Matheson is inconsistent with free 
government or civilization. I t is simple 
brutal assertion of the right of force, the 
last answer to which is a physical test of 
strength. 

Lady Matheson probably did not under­
stand the full extent of the power she 
claimed over the people of Lewis by her 
assertion that the island was hers and the 
other inhabitants had nothing to do with 
it. A picture of her printed in the Lon­
don Democrat does not suggest that she is 
a consciously bad woman. On the con-
trarj-, it indicates that she is an amiable 
though somewhat stupid person. We 
can hardly imagine her >n the act of driv­
inga large number of helpless men, women 
and children into the sea, or of compla-
cently seeing them starve. Yet she boldly 
asserts the right to do the former and 
actuaiiy assists in doing the latter. This 
she does, not because she is cruel and 
vicious, but because she is a part of a 
cruel and vicious system, and has been 
educated to believe that duty to her own 
class demands that she shall religiously 
stand up for landlords' rights. It is the 
curse of so unjust a system tliat it not only 
degrades its victims but destroys humanity 
and moral sense in its beneficiaries. 

There is no essential difference between 
private ownership of land in Great Britain 
and the private ownership of land in the 
United States. In the former country, 
however, both the origin and ultiraate 
results of tbe system are more obvious. 
The law of primogeniture itself is a 
direct outgrowth of the system that 
preeeded private ownership in land. Every 
baron who held land was bound to render 
service to the crown and every knight 
holding under the baron was bound to join 
in rendering such service, and always at 
his own cost. Dividing estates would 
have given many instances in which 
knights, and even barons, might not have 
been able to thus equip themselves at their 
own cost and serve without pay, and hence 
the obligation to serve, and the land neces­
sary to enable its possessor to meet that 
obligation, passed to the elder son alone. 

So clearly was this condition of tenure 
recognized that there are instances where 
the elder son was ousted in favor of a 
youuger son because the latter was "the 
better knight." Again, when a landlord 
died leaving a son under age the crown 
"resumed" the land until the heir was of 
age to render the service by virtue of 
which he was entitled to claim it. If a 
landlord left a daughter and no son posses-
sion of the land was "resumed" and held 
until she married some one approved by 
the crown, because she, as a woman, could 
not put on armor and render the state the 
service which alone gave the right to hold 
land. All these customs which have in a 
modified form come down to our own day 
show that British land was origin al ly the 
property of the crown, or, in other words, 
of the whole people, while the smaller 
area and denser population bring into 
clearer relief 'that landlords' right is 
other people's wrong. In our own country 
the advocates of landlordism seem to be 
possessed by the delusion that the people 
through whom they trace their title 
actuaiiy made the land and held it by 
natural right, and they make the mon-
strous claim asserted by Lady Matheson 
without realizing to what it logically leads. 

A CHA XC E F O R JMISSIOMARY W O R K . 

The Reverend Edward Ferguson's ap-
pearance at Zanzibar, after his friends had 
for more than a year mourned him as dead, 
is a striking illustration of the uncertain-
ty of African travel, and the untrust-
worthiness of the information that filters 
to the outside world from the interior of 
the dark continent. In December, 18SC, 
the noted Arab slave dealer, Sadi ben Ali, 
brought to Stanley Pool a circumstantial 
account of Mr. Ferguson's death at the 
bands of the Lambat tribe. The lost ex-
plorer was fittingly mourned by his family 
and friends; a tab let to his memory was 
erected by the geographical society in the 
Episcopal church of his native Massachu­
setts village; and even his life insurance was 
paid to his heirs without a question. And 
lo! in January, 1888, the reverend gentle­
man walks calmly into Zanzibar, ragged, 
dirty, hungry, but in good health and 
spirits, and with a journal of his wander-
ings, which, when given to the world, will 
probably sol ve some of the most vexed 
problems of central African geography. 
Meantime a letter to a friend in New York 
narrates some of the most striking episodes 
of hisj wanderings, one of which is of 
special i ute rest to sociologists, as it illus-
trates Jiow strangelv men can be blinded, 
not only to their moral obligations, but 
even to their own interests, when unen-
lightened by Christian civilization. 

Neariy the w hoie of the year 1885 was 
spent by Mr. Ferguson in the exploration 
of Hie great Mbo Mbo lake, whose shore 
line of over eight hundred miles he care-
fully surveyed, and whose outlet he traced 
sufficiently to make certain that this hith-
erto mysterious mediterranean sea is in 
reality one of the chief feeders of the 
Congo. Settled on the shores of the lake, 
Mr. Ferguson found two branches of the 
great Miam Miam tribe—the Sguni and 
N3'ootas, between whom a state of smoth-
ered war has existed for generations. The 
nature of this feud, and his almost futile 
efforts for its termiuatioc, are detaiied in 
Mr. Ferguson's letter. 

The Sguni are settled around the north-
ern shores of the Mbo Mbo, and the 
Nyootas at the southern end, their chief 
village, Iuyoodi, commanding the outlet. 
JNUW the waters of the lake are vastly 

deeper a t the northern end than a t the 
southern, and in these deep, cool waters 
fish of an exquisite quality—Mr. Ferguson 
compares them to our Otsego bass—are 
found in enormous numbers. I t is these 
fish that have caused all the trouble be­
tween two peoples who, but for this kindly 
provision of nature, would probably be 
living in peace and harmony. The Sguni 
claimed the exclusive ownership of the 
fish and forcibly prevented the Nyootas 
from catching them, sinking and destroy­
ing their boats and imprisoning their 
fishermen; and the Nyootas, by way of re-
taliation, refused to buy any fish from 
the Sguni except on condition that 
out of every three fish brought to 
their market two should be thrown 
away. Thus not only were the bountiesof 
nature wasted and left unused by those 
who should have enjoyed them, but a 
fatal spirit of enmity and jealousy wa» 
fostered between two kindred people. 
The country of tlie Sgurfi is densely 
wooded, while that of the NVootas has 
been largely cleared; but the Nyootas 
persist in felling their remaining stock of 
trees, and obstinately refuse to buy from 
the Sguni. The Sguni, on the other 
hand, are large consuniers of cotton and 
woolen cloth, which the Nvootas weave 
themselves, and buy from the Arab 
traders who visit Inyoodi; yet a Nyoota 
merchant, bringing cloth into the Sguni 
country, is treated as a public enemy, and 
subjected to vexatious fines, aud often to 
imprisonment. 

Against these queer ideas, so opposed to 
self-interest and to the principles of 
Christianity, Mr. Ferguson for many 
mccths battled in vain. The Sguni could 
not be brought to . adniit that on every 
principle of human brotherhood the 
Nyootas had an equal right to the fish in 
the lake. The Nyootas obstinately de-
clined to understand that by refusing to 
buy fish from the Sguni they were chiefly 
injuring themselves, or to see the foliy of 
cutting down their own few trees when 
they could just as well get an unlimited 
supply of lurnber from the Sguni at less 
cost. In short, each tribe seemed chiefly 
anxious to hinder the prosperity of the 
other, without realizing that in doing so 
they were necessarily making life more 
difficult for themselves. To preach the 
gospel of the golden r ule to people of such 
unconquerably barbarous instincts was a 
manifest absurdity. 

However, the good missionary*s efforts 
were not absolutely fruitless. Before his 
departure from the Mbo Mbo, Mr. Ferguson 
succeeded in introducing at least the thin 
end of the wedge of Christian teaching. At 
a grand pow-wow held in November, 1885, 
the Sguni agreed to a considerable en-
Iargement of the limits within which the 
Nyootas might do their fishing, with the 
understanding that the whole lake should 
be thrown open to them if at any future 
time they should decide to let the Sgunis 
come to their towns to exchange fish for 
cloth. There was, however, very little 
prospect that the Nyootas would soon en-
large their market for cloth in this way; 
and, indeed, the Rev. Mr. Ferguson naively 
confesses the opinion that even thistrifling 
concession was made chiefly to induce him 
to betake himself and his Christian teach-
ings out of the country. 

Of course these poor central African 
sa våges will not be left in their darkness. 
The matter will be brought before the 
various missionary societies of America 
and England, and it cannot be long before 
a band of devoted men and women shall 
be on the way to the shores of the Mbo 
Mbo, intent on carrying to the Sguni 
and Nj-ootas that gospel of fellowship and 
brotherly love that has made our western 
civilization the glorious thing it is. 

Indeed, Mr. George W. Childs, 
the well known philanthropist of Phila­
delphia; Mr. John Wanamaker, the famous 
Sunday school superintendent of the same 
city; Mr. Chauncey M. Depew, and other 
large-hearted and large-minded Christians 
have already indicated their willingness to 
contribute largely toward putting an end 
to this stupid warfare of ignorant savages, 
by spreading among them tlie light of that 
gospel which teaches us Christians that 
the true interest of tribes aud nations lies 
in promoting each other's prosperity and 
no.t in retarding it. 

The march of events brirgs tlie tariff 
question more and more to the front. Mr. 
Blaine, interviewed by a World reporter in 
Fiorence, declares explictly that he will 
not be a candidate for the presidency, but 
resents the imputation that his refusal is 
based on a fear of defeat Ke insists that 
the republican party is sure of success be­
cause the presidenfs message has forced 
the tariff question into politics and there 
is now no escape from the issue by the 
democratic party. On that issue Mr. 
Blaine evidently thinks that' the repub-
licans are sure to win. 

Mr. Blaine is not alone in this opinion. 
Chauncey M. Depew in a speech made be­
fore the Union league club at Chicago on 
February22 celebrated that anniver&ary 
by revealing his own ambition to occupy 
the chair once filled by Washington. Mr. 
Depew gave more attention to dead issues 
and war memories than could have been 
reasonably expected from so live a man; 
but he came out strongly for the ever-
lasting maintenance of a war tariff—the 
higher the better—surplus or no surplus. 
The Albany Blaine men account this the 
bugle blast of a born leader of men, and 
already the cry with them is "The king is 
dead; long live the king!" One of them 
declared to a reporter that "Depew is 
sound on the tariff, and that will be the 
issue." 

attorney who managed the Albany lobby 
of the New York Central railroad, SInc« 
the management of that great corporation 
fell from the hands of William H. Vander-
bilt to the hands of his sons, these young 
men have not only saved their minds from 
much worry but their consciences from 
much stain by calling Mr. Depew to the 
presidency of their road. For years ha 
has been the attorney of monopoly, and 
now he is the head of one of those great 
corporations that do not hesitate to Con­
trol legislation for their own benefit and 
against the public interests. Such a man 
would be an ideal candidate for a party 
that proposed to fight a great national 
campaign on the issue that the few have 
a right to use the whole power of the 
federal government to assist them in their 
private business by aiding them to levy a 
tax on all the other people of the country 
for their own private, pecuniary advan-
tåge. Mr. Depew would make a particu-
larly charming leader for a high tariff, 
monopoly-perpetuating party with a 
"workingmanV anti-moncpoly annex. 

But while there come from all quarters 
evidences that the republicans do not in-
tend to let the democrats make any cow» 
ardly retreat from the position in which 
Mr. Cleveland has placed them, there are 
corresponding evidences that the demo­
cratic papers and leaders begin to com-
prehend that they must defend tariff i*educ-
tion and attack the absurd protective delu­
sion. The World is actuaiiy able to refe? 
to the republican accusation that the 
democrats are free traders, without maui-
festing any signs of dangerous rage, ana 
in answer to the Sicn?& declaration thas 
New York and New Jersey will go with the 
republicans on the tariff reduction issue, 
it reminds its hated contemporary that 
Tilden carried both states "on a platform 
far more pronounced against a high tariff 
than tlie presidenfs late message was, and 
containing no recognition whatever of the 
principle of protection." Just so; and 
therein the platform of 1876 was greatly 
superior to the message of 1888. If the 
democrats do not muster up enough cour-
age to attack and demolish that delusion, 
the delusion will demolish them. 

In this, their hour of tribulation, timid 
democratic papers ought to refresh their 
souls now and then by reading that plat­
form of 1876, in which the existing tariff 
was denounced as 4 'a masterpiece of injus-
tice, mequality and false pretense.w Here 
are a few of the cotmts in the indictmenk 
it brought against the sacred protective 
tariff: 

It has impoverished many industries to sub-
sidize a few. 

It prohibits imports that miglifc purchasa 
the products of American labor. 

It has de^raded American commerce from 
the first to an inferior rank on the high seas. 

It has cut down the sales of Amerieai 
manufacturers at home and abroad and de* 
pleted the returns of American agriculture— 
an industry followed by half our people. 

It costs the people five times more than it 
produces to the treasury, obstructs the 
processes of production and wastes the fruit? 
of labor. 

It promotes fraud, fosters smuggling, en-
riches dishonest officials and bankrupts 
honest merehants. 

We demand that the custom house taxation 
shall be only for revenue. 

Where is the dalliance with the protec­
tive delusion in that platform? Let the 
shaking cowards who are scared about 
New York and New Jersey read it. On 
that platform in 1876 Mr. Tilden carried 
New York by over 32,000, New Jersey by 
over 12,000 and Connecticut by 1,712. No 
democratic candidate on a tariff straddlin^r 
platform has done as well since. 

An amusing illustration of the absurdity 
of the attempt to commit wage workersto 
the maintenance of tlie existing tariff i? 
found in the organization of manufac­
turers recently formed in Philadelphia. 
This is no association of a social nature, 
but proposes to devote itself strictly to 
business. I t has two objects, and two only. 
The iirst is to assure concerted action by 
all protected manufacturers for the pres-
ervation of the existing tariff, and the 
second is to combine them, as one man, 
in resisting strikes for higher wages 
against any individual member of the 
association. Is it possible that any work-
ingman can be found, even in Philadelphia, 
who is capable of believing that these men 
want a tariff to protect American labor 
and maintain high wages? 

The New York Times prints reports of 
interviews with a number of leadingrepub­
licans in Minnesota, which give further 
eviderice of the lack of sympathy there 
with the apparent disposition of the party 
to insist on the maintenance of the exist­
ing war tariff. There is the usual talk 
about "protection," but the go%Ternor, 
state treasurer, secretary of state and nu­
merous other officials and party leaders 
declare emphatically in favor of a 
material reduction in the present tariff. I t 
may become necessary to exclude Minne­
sota in order to assure harmony in the 
next republican national convention. Such 
talk as that quoted is not regarded as re-
publicanism here and hereabout. 

Nothing could be better than the nomi­
nation oi Depew* For years iie was the 

It is a curious fact, and one of special 
interest to the numerous free traders in 
the united labor .party, that the Tammany 
machine has recently been committed to 
high tariff views, and that it now bases its 
secret opposition to the renomination of 
Mr. Cleveland on his message in favor of 
tariff reduction. In private conversatioa 
Tammany leaders say that this wide - de­
parture by their organization from the 
views-it professed in the days of John 
KeUy is based on a conviction that tlie 
workingruen of, New York are at heart 
protectionists. Considering the events of 
the past few years, it is somewhat amusing 
to see Tammany step forward as the ren* 
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iwe&talroof worlrinr men posseesed of 
*i»«s on any great question of national 
policy. Untes gtm injuitioe has been 
done, itwaabysomething vastly different 
from aiguments on protection that Tam-
many won the favor of thoee worUngmen 
who voted with it last falL Any members of 
the united labor party who eomprehend 
the f ull meaain? of the proposal to put all 
tases on land valuea and to aboiish all 
other tases, would find that politics had in-
deed given them strange bed feliows, if 
they øhould find themselves nest fall using 
the same pretense that Taxnmany now 
puts forth to justify them in roeking by 
indirection to defeat a ticket that Tam-
xnany was txeacherously knifing under the 
oounsel and dtrection of the New York 
Sun. It would be difficult for the imagina-
taon to conoeive of a more inoongruoua 
combination. 

assistant, Francis M. Scott, saya that he 
«ball eoon go to Albany to advocate its 

STATISTICS THAT INSTRUCT. 

The house oommittee on territoriei haa 
agteed to report to congress a bill for ad-
mitting the territories of Dakota, Wash­
ington, Montana and New Mexioo as 
states. The comraittee suggests that the 
name of Washington be changed to TF/-
comah, and that of New Mexico to Monte-
jBuma. The measure is oae dicta^ed by 
partisan considerations, as Dakota is re*Jly 
the only territory that has a popula ion J 
demanding its early admission as a szate, 
thøugh the propriety of admittinj i - as a 
aingle state is very questionable. "Hie ar­
gument in favor of its admission. as now 
organized, is that otherwise an other conv 
paratively small population will secure a 
representationequal to that of the greatest 
state in the senate, but tbis argument is 
cqually strong against the admission of 
the other territories named. The result of 
their admission would probably be a con-
•iderable accession to the body ofUnited 
States senators who already practically 
holdtheir seats by purchase. Such con­
siderations are, however, likely to weigh 
hut littlewith modem politicians, and it 
is due to justice to say that they have had 
just about as little weight with politicians 
in thepasL Territorial admissions have 
generaily been aocomplished through bar-
gain and compromise. No oill will be 
passed admitting the territories named to 
the Union in time to participate in the nest 
presidential election. The democrats have 
never yetreoovered from the disgust in-
spired by the recolleetion that it was their 
own act in admitting Colorado in 1676 
that made possible the inauguration of 
Mr. Hayes. They will take no more such 
risks. This is the réason that Dakota will 
not he admitted alone, and it is but just to 
say that it is the certainty that Dakota 
will be a republican state that makes the 
vepublicans in congress so eager for its 
immediate admissiftni 

Onn interesting fact about the report of 
the oommittee on territories is the detib-
erate refusal to makeuse of the customary 
phrase *'all male citisens" in describing the 
votenTentitled to participate in the forma­
tion of the proposed new state. In Wash­
ington territory women now vote, and ob-
jection was made to the use of the phrase 
quoted on the ground that it would deprive 
these women of their earisting righta. After 
a Uvely debate there was a tie vote on the 
motion to limit the voters to males, and 
Chairman Springer gave his casting vote 
against such restriction. It is difficult to 
imagine any theory of self-governing 
democraey that would warrant congress in 
depriving women of the right to vote 
where by common consent of the com­
munity they already have that right. The 
truth is that all arguments against woman 
suffrage are based on sentimental consid­
erations* or on ideas of expediency or con-
venience. Now that the abiltty to bear 
arms has ceased to be a prerequisite to cit-
izenship, no logical argument can be ad-
vanced justifying men in refusing to 
women the right to vote. Our theory is 
that governments deri ve their justpowers 
from the consent of the governed, and if 
any woman wisbes to take part in making 
the laws by which she must abide, it is 
difficult to conoeive of any right that all the 
other men and women of a state have to 
deny her the onportunity she demauds. 
They have the power, of course, but power 
and right are very different things. 

Charles Francis Adams proposes that 
the government shall grant to the Union 
Pacific railroad company still easier terms 
than are proposed by the majority of the 
Pacific railroad commission, aud offers as 
f urther security a mortgage on the ter­
minal grounds of the company at Omans, 
Kansas City and Denver. Mr. Adams ad-
mite that these lands are already mortgaged 
nearly up to their present value, butthinks 
that the government mortgage would be-
come valuable as these lands advanoed in 
seiling pricethrough the growth of popu­
lation in the dties named. What would be-
come of this purely speculative value if dur­
ing the fifty years during which 
it is proposed that the mort­
gage shall , run the people of 
Omaha, Kansas and Denver should be-
come wise enough to appropriateto their 
own use, by means of taxation, these now 
uncreated values that Mr. Adams so con-
fideuily offers as the property of his com­
pany as the basis for a mortgage? If con­
gress really wisbes to do justice to the 
American people it will take possession of 
both these Pacific roads, their terminal 
grounds and a good deal more, and even 
then it will not recoup itself for what the 
companies have stolen from i t 

Corporation Counsel Beekman has given 
to Mayor Hewitt an ofHdal opinion that 
there is no constitutional obstacle to the 
passage by the legislature of an act grant­
ing to the corporation of New York the 
right to build elevated railroads. Mr. 
flirt in II li is preparing such s^hil^nndhis 

At the dinner of the Commonwealth 
kdub on Monday evening the mayor's pro­
posal was the topic for consideration. W. 
J. Coombe delivered a carefully prepared 
speeah advocating the proposal that the 
city 6hall build and operate rapid transit 
roads, but opposing the suggestion that 
any such road when built shall be leased 
to the New York Central or any other cor­
poration. Simon Sterne followed in sup­
port of Mr. Coombes speed», and said 
that he took occasion to recant some 
of his views and to confess that govern-
mental assistance and management 
are good titings in some cases. He said 
that if the city had retained the fran­
chises it has given away its taxes would 
be much lower, and declared bis belief 
that all the robberies of the Tweed ring 
were small in comparison with our losses 
through the giving away of rapid transit 
franchises. 

The applause indicated that this con­
servative body of men were in full sym-
pathy with the speakers. The incident as 
a whole is one that affords much reason-
able gratiflcation to all who seek to bring 
about the maintenance of public rights. 
It indicates that the day is not far dis­
tant when such men will see the funda­
mental error that underlies the received 
potitical economy. For those who have 
come to see the wrong and impolicy of 
granting to individuals such franchises as 
those of the elevated roads, the day is not 
far distant when they will acknowledge 
the wickedness of granting to individuals 
that far more important and valuable 
franchise—the right to control the use of 
the earth, and to prcfit by those values 
arising from the growth and iraprovement 
of the whole community. 

Justice Dykman of the supreme court 
has recently decided tliat the la w does not 
permit a person to make any provision by 
contract for the management or disposition 
of his property efter death. It is highly 
satisfactory to lind that there is some 
check on the tendency to permit the dead 
to manage and control this earih • after 
they have left it. Tlie more closely we 
approach to conformity with Jeifei-son's 
declaration that the earth belongs in usu-
fruct to the living and that the dead have 
no rights over it, the hetter it k\vill be for 
the living. 

William Saunders is doiug excellent 
work in Scotland in exposing the error 
into which Alfred Russell Wallace fell in 
asserting that vacant lands in this country 
are taxed at their seiling value. The Lon­
don Democrdt republishes Mr. Saunders's 
letter with comments that show that it 
fully understands the blunder of Mr. 
Wallace. If its editor would have some 
definite information on the subject we 
advise him to read the article entitled 
"The Tax on Buildings" in this issue of 
THE STANDARD. Mr. Wallace's error has 
now been so thoroughly refuted that he 
owes it to the public that he shall confess 
it and retract the assertions that he has 
based upon it. 

Justice is the name of the weekly paper 
recently started by the friends of the sin­
gle tax in Philadelphia, and justice is its 
aim and policy. It is filled with good 
things, and keeps up with the news of 
the movement, and has a large field before 
it in the work of converting Pennsylvania 
to the sound economic view that what la­
bor needs is not protection, but justice. 

The Prince «f Wales • • an Advocate «f 
"Coutlacatiou.". 

Hamilton (Ont.) Times. 
In 1878 a royal commission in England, 

among whose members were the prince of 
Wales, Professor Caird, Cardinal Manning, 
Lord Salisbury, George J. Goscben, Lord 
Cross, E. Dwyer Gray, Henry Broadhurst, 
Jesse Collings, Samuel Morley, Charles W. 
Dilke and others, preseuted a report, from 
which the following extract is tåken: 

At present land available for building in 
the neighborbood of our populous centers, 
thougn it8 capital value is very great, is prob­
ably producing a smali yearly r e m m until it 
is let for building. The owners of this land 
are rated, not in relation to the real value, 
but to the actual annual incorne. They can 
thus afford to keep their land out of the mar­
ket and to part with only small quantities so 
as to raise the price bey ond the natura! monop-
oly price which the land would command by 
its advantåges of position. Meantime the 
general expenditure of the town on improve-
ments is increasing the value of their prop­
erty. If this land were rated at, say four 
per cent on its 6elling value, the owners 
would have a more direct incentive to 
part with it to those who are desir-
oos of building, and a two fold advau-
tage would result to the community. 
First» all the valuable property would 
oontribute to the rates, and thus the burden 
on the occupiers would be diminished by the 
inertmsein the ratable property. Secondly, 
the ownew» of the building land would be 
foroed to offer their land for sale, aud thus 
competition with one another would bring 
down Ute price of building land, and diminish 
the tax in tbe shape of ground rent, or priqes 
paid for land which is now levied on urban 
enterprise by the adiacent land holders, a tax 
be it remembered which is no recompense for 
any iadustry or expenditure on their part, but 
Is tbe natural result of the industry and ac-
tivity of the towns people themselves. Your 
msjesty'8 commissioners would recommeud 
tbat these matters should be included in 
legislation when the law of rating comes to 
be dealt with by parliament. 

Where i P r e t e c t l e n Ueicnn and Str ikes 
Flouriah. 

Indianapolls News. 
Labor strikes flourish in a small" group of 

states—Massachusetts, New York, Pennsyl­
vania* N e w Jersey and Ohio. Seventy-three 
pencent of tbe 340,854 persons engaged in 
strikes last year were in those states. In 
Pennsylvania were the largest number—111,-
S17. New York comes next with 62,656, the 
t w o states f urnishing more than one-half of 
alL New Jersey is third with 27,508, Ohio 
fourtb witb 22,835, Massachusetts iiith with 
23,659. More than two-tbirds of the #13,500,-
000 in wages sacrificed by strikes during the 
year were lost to the workers of these five 
states. You will note that the greater part 
of strikes is in tbe "protected" industries. 
There the rates of wages are lower too than 
in other industries that owe not bing to pro­
tection; there too the unrest, demoralization 
and distre*», the struggle to keep tbe rate 
above tbe starvation level are greatest. 
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Tbe Fli iauclal Reform Almanac and W h a t 
It Telte—The Pt-ople Who Own Great 
Br i ta in and Iveland. 
T H E STANDARD has received from the Finan­

cial reform association, 18 Hackins Hey, Liv­
erpool, the "Financial Reform Almanac" for 
18SS. It is a pamphlet of 200 pages, packed 
with statistical information relating to the 
the public receipts and expenditures of Great 
Britain and cognate subjects. The associa­
tion, which was established in 1648, advo-
cates economical government, just taxation 
and perf ect f reedom of trade. I t demauds a 
single and equitable system of direct taxa­
tion "in lieu of the present unequal compiicat-
ed and expensively colleoted duties upon 
commodities," and the continuation of tariff 
reforms, "until the last chain laid upon 
human industry and skill be broken and the 
last duty aboiished," and insists upon a revls-
ion of the laud laws and a readjusttnent of 
the land t a x In order to throw light on 
tbe vvay to proceed in these reforms, the asso­
ciation has had compiled from the best avail­
able sources, tnainly official, statements of 
fact iu respect to every question of import to 
the taxpayer. The index embraces several 
hundred subjects. 

Social questions in Great Britain are so 
closely related to those of America that a 
citizeo of our country will find this "Almanac" 
quito as instructive in parts as if It were an 
American publicatiou. Especially is tbis true 
in regard ta tbe chapter on the land question. 
The landed in ter est of Great Britain has for 
many gencrations been doing what every in-
terest subject to combined effort will d o ~ 
employing governmenfcal agencies for its 
benefit and vigorously pushing its own for­
tunes to the detriment of all other interests. 
The Almanac points out that Mr. Samuel 
Laing, M. P., has a bly demonstrated that tbe 
landlords of Great . Britain have received 
fifty million pounds over market value from 
tbe people through railway companies' pur-
chases. Their landed estates have been 
thereby increased one hundred and fifty mill­
ion pounds in value, not to spcak of the re-
lief alforded by the large snare of looal taxa­
tion borne by these railways, which Mr. Laing 
eatimatesat one-halt: • 

Taxes. Is 1814. 
Laud pald. per cent. . . . 6a 
Houses, per cent.. 28 
Ru.ilu*a.vs, per cent (ml) 
Otuer property,per cent S 

As an instauce bf the w a y in which the 
last generation of p e c s dealt with railways 
the fact is recalled that in 1818 the house of 
lords threw out the first Stockton railway 
bill for fear of disturbing the duke of Cleve-
landV fox covers. These very rails have 
since made his suecessor a Cræsus. The mode 
of oppositlon by some peers of the present 
creueratiou is i Hustra ted in these two typical 
cases, ln 1S7S Lord Beaumont claimed £20,-
000 for one and one-eighth acres of ground at 
Fulham, wanted for the Metropolitan district 
railway. A jury awarded him £7,250. In 
18S4 Lord Derby demanded £200 an acre for 
common agncultural land in the vicinity of 
Bury, for which a jury g a v e £107 as the fair 
value. 

The Almanac compiles from the Domesday 
rcturns of 1874, which it says great ly under-
stated the facts as to the size of the large 
landed estates, the following statement: 

In England and Wales— 
12 persons own 1.03S.S33 acres. 
66 persons own l,91?.i/T6 acres. 
100 persons own 3,917.611 acres. 
SS0 persons own 5,125,761 aci-os, or about oo&«ixth of 

the inclosed land. 
523 persons own one-flfth of all England and Wales. 
710 (Mesons own one-fourth of all England and Wales. 
674 persons own 9,367,031 acres. 
10,307 persons own iwo-thirda of all England and 

Wales. a 

One man owns over 186,397 acres in Eng­
land; another, 102,785 acres; 4,500 own 17, 
49S.200 acres, or mure than half of England 
and Wales. 

In Scotland, where the total aroa is 18,-
946,694 acres: 

Oue man owns l,326,0M acres, and has, besidcs, 83,096 
acres in England; total, 1,353,095 acres. 

Auotlier lias 431,000 acres. 
Another has 4:4,000 acres. 
Another has 808,000 acres. 
13 owners nave 4,339,722 acres, about a quarter of 

Scotland, and mure than ine en tire area of Wales. 
JO owners hold more than 180,000 each. 
34 owners bold more than 4,931,388 (a fourth of Scot­

land). 
70 pwners hold about 9,100,009 (a half of Scotland). 
171 owners hold about 11,039,328. 
830 owners hold two-thlrds of Scotland. 
1,700 owners hold niue-tenins of Scotland. 

In Irelaud, where the total area is 20,159,677 
acres— 

1 person owns 170,119 acres. 
13 persons own 1.297.SSS acres. 
8 per-ons own over 100,000 acres each. 
14 persoas own over 50.00J acres each. 
90 persoas own over 30,030 acres each. 
135 persons own over 10,000 acres each. 
452 persons owa over 5,0a0 acres each. 
293 persons owa 6,453,100 acres (nearly one-thlrd of 

the Island.) 
741 persons own 9,612.723 acres (nearly one-half of ; the 

islano). 
1,942 person." own two-thirds of Ireland. 
In Scotland more than 2,000,000 acres have 

been depopulated and cleared of thousands 
of shcep to make room for deer forests. Of 
four highland counties of Scotland, hav ing 
an area of 8,030,190 acres, the extent of land 
under cul ti vallon is only 419,385 acre», tbe 
rest bein? left for deer and other wild animals. 

Witn reference to land tax roform the Al­
manac says that the tax on land now yields 
an auuual revenue of a little over a million 
sterling and holds a comparatively huæbte 
position in the fiscal system of the country, 
but its importance is by no means adequately 
estiaiated if regarded solely from this point 
of view. It holds a place of primary im­
portance in the history of British taxes, and 
the means are sujrsested by which "this 
ghost" of a once substautial tax may be re-
stored to its ancient position in the national 
fiscal system. During the reigns of the Nor­
man and Plantagenat kings (he national 
chargés were almost wholly drawn from the 
land, but from about the year 1334 onward, 
personal property was laid under contribu-
tion, and customs duties were from 1353 regu-
larly levied on certain descriptions >̂f im-
ported articles. In the reigns of William III 
and Anne one-third of the total revenues 
were supplied by the land tax, the crown 
lands having béen granted away and the 
feudal payments aboiished. The average 
revenue in those reigns amounted to four and 
a half millions. 

The Almanac contains much useful and in­
teresting information concerning the appro-
priation of common lands by the large land 
holders, the absentee landlords of Ireland, 
the ancient land tenures, the statistics of 
agriculture, with other facts and figures bear-
ing on the land question. Iu all, the pamphlet 
is highly valuable as, what it is announced 
to be, "a vade mecum for fiscal reformers, 
free traders, politicans, public speakers and 
writers." The price is one shilling. 

The Canton, O., Auti-Povertv Society* 
CANTON, O.—At the last meeting of our 

auti-poverty society w e adopted a constitu-
tion, under which the following offlcers were 
elected: President, A. E. Knisely; vice-
president. Joshua Hunt; secretary, Charles 
Raedel; treasurer, A. U. EZnisely; chorister, 
A. .Waltz; executive committee, W. D. Meri-
dith, A. J. Kintz, 8. Harmont, M. D. The 
executive committee organized immediately 
by electing W. D. Meridith chairman, who, 

by virtue of his office, becomes our cor-
responding secretary. 

The Henry George land and labor club of 
this city aud this society are on the most 
intimate and friendly relatious. Some of our 
active members and offlcers are members of 
the Henry George club. We have been mov-
ing very cautiously and slowiy, but now we 
think we will be able to report active work 
from this city and county (Stark). 

A. E. KNISLEY, Pres. 
CHARLES RAEDEL, Sec. 
W. D. MERIDITH, Cor. S e c 

ANTI-POVERTY IN PHILADELPHIA. 
PHILADELPHIA, Peb. 27.—The usual weekly 

meeting of the anti-poverty society was held 
on Sunday eveninc, Feb. 30, Professor William 
Findlay occupying the chair. 

John F. Halbacb was the first speaker. He 
spoke of the necessity of avoiding ambiguity 
in the use of words and illustrated his 
proposition by the reoent utterance of John 
Wanamaker denying the equality of men. 
What Mr. Wanamaker meant was that men 
are not equal in ability, stature, wealth or 
honor. But the equality asserted by the 
Declaration of Independence was an equality 
of right to opportunity; and this sort of 
equality he was sure Sir. Wanamaker would 
not deny. 

"There is," said Mr. Halbacb, "a true and 
a false conservatisin and a true and a false 
radicalism. The true conservative is a lways 
radical and the true radical is only so because 
be is so conservative. The false conservative 
seeUs only to preserve the forms of liberty, 
but the true radical would secure the sub-
stance and advance civilization to a still 
higher plane This 60-called conservatism is 
only a phase of eonventionalism. It is not 
lightly or needlessly to be abandoned, but 
when it isopposed to justice and stands in tbe 
way of progress it is a crime,'it is sla very, it 
is a selfish love of ease. All our blessed in-
stitutions were bought for us by the beartfs 
blood of radicals." 

Mr. Cbambers then g a v e an appropriate 
recitation, which was ably rendered and very 
enthusiastically received. 

Mr. Hoar, who "had suffered imprisonrnent 
for twelve months in Ireland for the cause 
of tbe land league there, was the next 
speaker. Ke was suffering from a severe 
coleå, and in consequence was obliged to 
speak in a very low tone, so that his eloquent 
words were not heard at a distance from the 
stage. He said that there was really very 
little known concerning America in foreign 
countries. The political pa r ties he had found 
were no betler here than in other countries, 
and until lately he had refrained from taking 
out his papers as a Citizen because he could 
see no use in votiag. One party was just 
like the other and both deeply steeped in cor-
ruption. He said tbe press was wrong when 
it said the united labor party hnd :;vt its 
Waterloo last fall. Tbat had reallv ^-cii ihe 
first campaign on our great platform. Aud a 
start with 75,000 voters was a far more mag-
nificent begiuning than any other reform or 
party ever haA before. 

He had of ten wondered why it was that 
some people's whole iife was one continual 
night of martyrdom w hile to others existence 
was a continual holiday. They ali came into 
the world equal and all left it equal. The 
poverty of to-day was the deadlie^st enemy of 
Christianity. ''Progress and Poverty," be 
said, was the grandest book of the nineteenth 
century. Bradlaugh and Ingersoll find their 
strongest support in the teachings of current 
political economy. 

Mr. Atkinson, the president of the society, 
tbéh addressed the audience, but had scarcely 
begun his remarks when Henry George en-
tered the ball and was greeted with an en-
thusiastic burst of applause and repeated 
calls. Mr. Atkinson courteously gave way 
to Mr. George, who spoke very briefly, dra Yv­
ing attention to the unexampled rapidity with 
which the anti-poverty doctrine is spreading, 
and urging the young men before him to ac-
custom themselves to public speaking, that 
they might be able to aid the movement more 
effkiently. Mr. George invited questions 
from the audience, and was asked for some 
particulars-of his reeent western trip, which 
he gave, describing the advance of thought 
which he had noticed everywhere in his 
traveis. 

The meeting was theti adjourned. 

T h e T e n t h VVard Uuitctl L a b o r P a r t y . 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Please annouuce that a 
special meeting of the Tenth ward associa­
tion united labor party will be held at S5S 
Sackett street, near Smith street, on Thurs-
day eveaing, March 1, at 8 p. m. sharp, to 
take action in regard -to the refusal of tbe 
county committee to subrait certain resolu-
tions passed at the last meeting to the vari-
ous ward associations for their consideration. 
As a full meeting is very desirable, members 
of the associatiofl are urged to atteud. 

ROBERT C UTESS, Secretary. 

Tbe ftlanistee Kefbriu Club. 
A club has been forrned in Manistee, Michi­

gan, for the purpose of discussing social ques­
tions. It is cal led the Manistee Reform Club, 
and it held its first, meeting on the 21 st inst. 
Mr. George Hilliker was elected president, 
Mr. T. B. Collins secretary, and Henry Brovvn-
rigg treasurer. The tariff and land questions 
were both vigorously discussed, and it was 
decided that the land question be the snbject 
for debate at the next meeting. 

If New Store Capital Were Employed in 
York Land Values Would ttise. 

Boston Globe. 
"Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore are 

competiug most seriously with New York, 
and if we persist in the same course as here-
tofore we may discover too late that we have 
lost our crown and our treasure." 

So said Charles Coudert to the New York 
f ea l estate exebange a day or two ago. He 
was speaking in favor of Mayor Hewi t f s 
proposition to piace all taxes upon real 
estate and exempt personal property. Other 
real estate owners spoke forcibly in favor of 
the change. They believe that if personal 
property is exeropted from taxation in New 
York capital wiii flo w there in guch quan­
tities as to cause a rise of land values which 
will far more than offset the $2,000,000 or so 
which would have to be added to the taxes on 
real estate. 

Well, if the expectations of Mr. Coudert 
and the real estate men are realized, and 
New York begias to gain on Boston as a busi 
ness center by reason of this change, Boston 
can, if she chooses, retain her present rela­
tive position by adopting the same course. 
if the exemption of personal property from 
taxation is a good thing for New York it is a 
good thing for Boston, and New York has no 
patent oni t . 

This is worth consideration from our real 
estate owners and business men. Let us have 
the largest possible prosperity for Boston, 
and not be behind New York in the adoption of 
modorn improvements which may altraet 
capital and business hither. 

Eara H a v e They, but They H e a r Not, Nel-
tber Wi l l Tbey Underataud. 

Sedalia Industrialist. 
In speaking of pauperism, which drives men 

and women to be tramps aud to become iti-
sane Mr. George says, "Seek the reason and 
you will find it in this land question." He 
further says that notbing "goes up in value" 
but land. This kind of talk would do very 
well if he had established his theory on a 
sound principle; but it is on an assumption, 
namely, that land has intrinsic value, or even 
that anything has intrinsic value. 

A GUEER CASE. 

P v c - e m p t l n g L a u d in the ftliddle o f S a l t 
L a k e Citv—A P r a c t i c a l I H n a t r a t i o n o f 
the Stealinar o f tut; f n e a v u e d Inc rem ent . 

S A L T L A K E CITY, Feb. 20.—Once in a while 
a community is so circumstanccd that it 
clearly sees the injustice of the individual 
appropriation of land, even when such ap-
propriation is effected in accordance with the 
law. There lies in the outskirts of tbis city a 
large tract of cornmons known as Arsenal 
hill, valued at about a quarter of a million 
dollars, and which has for many years been 
regarded as the common property of the 
people. On Tuesday morning last a number 
of men were found busy setting posts on the 
land preparatory to iuclosing it with a 
barbed wire feuce. It was soon discovered 
that one John H. Linck proposed to "jump" 
tho land, as the people called it; and un-
measured indignatiou was arcused. 

Marshal Solomon was soon on the ground, 
but the meu paid no attention to his orders. 
Later in the day hé rcturacd with eight po-
licemen, and, the men refusing to quit work, 
the offlcers began to take up the posts while 
the men contiuued to plant them. The po-
liccmeu uot being over fond of work, thought 
it cheaper to arrest the men, which they did. 
In return Linck had tho oilicers arrested on 
the charge of arresting without lawful pro-
cess. 1 he next morning several tents and a 
board shanty were found on the laud. 
Near one of the tents a lady was busy cook-
ing breakfast, and elsewhere a mau had be­
gun to improve the field with a plow, while a 
half dozen men were digging more post holes. 

By this time the indisjnation of the people 
had reached a white heat, and in response to 
the public ire the mayor sumuioued Marshal 
Solomon, Night Watchman Dobson, Recorder 
Wells and nearly the entire police force, 
with forty or fifty specials, and proceeded to 
the hill to oust the jumpers. They soon 
cleared the field of jumpers, tents and 
shanties, and coutinued to forcibly occupy it 
in the name of the people. The jumpers claim 
that the city bad failed to complj* with the 
law upon the authority of ',vhicb alone any 
title must rest, and that therefore the land is 
open to settlement. And if their position can 
be sustaiaed they have merely accepted the 
general invitation of the government of the 
Uuited States, of which the people of Salt 
Lake are a component part, to "jump" any 
lauds in its possession which are not reserved 
from settlement. 

It is worthy of note that, while smarting 
under the fresh sting of the moral injustice of 
the individual appropriation of that particular 
piece of valuable land, the people of Salt 
Lake City are directing their indignatiou ex-
clusively against the land jumpers, never 
ouce suspectiug that the f ault may be in the 
law aud not in the human nature which 
prompts men to take advantage of any 
special privileges extended by the law. 

The reason that the moral injustice of the 
jumping of this particular piece of land so 
seusibly prods the sieepy perceptions of our 
Citizens is not to be fouud in the analysis of 
principles inyolved, but in the circumstan ces 
of time and value. Had this same land been 
"jumped" twenty or thirty years a^o, the 
same value would have attached to it which 
it has now acquired without any one "owning" 
it, aud from the same causes. But unriar 
those circumstances none of the present pro­
testers would have dreamed of questioning 
the title or right of the jumper to the great 
unearned value of that land. The moral de-
ductions would be something like these: 'The 
settler obtained lawful ownership of the land 
afc about the price which it was worth 
at that time; and the land being 
absolutely his property, any value 
which might subsequently attach to his land j 
would be bis also, for how could he "own" 
the land and some oue else ciaim its accruing 
value? He bought or settled the land aud 
took bis chanees, and it happeued tliat Sait 
Lake City grew in population so as to g ive it 
a value of a quarter of a milliou dollars. He 
was a lucky dog, a shrewd fellow." Under 
these circumstances he would not be de-
nounced as a land "jumper" but honored as a 
land "lord" aud would be accorded especiai 
consideration at the hands of the community, 
whom he had as effectually robbed as could 
be done by the most extrcme case of land 
jumping imaginable. But the idea of an in­
dividual seiziug that enormoiib unearned 
value at a singie grab after it had accumu-
lated is extremely repulsive to the seuse of 
justice of the Salt Lakers. 

Unquestionably the individual appropria­
tion of Arsenal hill would be au uunutigated 
robbery of the people. But there is & much 
better way to right that wrong than by get-
ting indignant aud hiriug special policemen 
to hold tbe fort. If the community were to. 
levy a tax on all lauds exclusive of improve­
ments equal to its rental value, how much in-
terest woald the jumper of Arsenal hill have 
left? .Only the value of the fence, tents and 
shanties. And since it was the laud vaiue 
they were after, and not the use of the land, 
they would drop the lutter without the for­
mer like a hot potato. Ur, at the worst, the 
city could resume. possession of the hill by 
coudemuing i taud compensating the "own­
ers" for all the interest they have in it, viz: 
the fence and shanties. And the people would 
thus not only gain the undisputcd pos­
session " of the full unearned value 
of that land, but also of the enormous aggre-
gatc unearned value of all the lands within 
the city limits. They would be reveliug iu 
the enjoyment of anample revenue to provide 
schools, public buildings, parks, libraries, 
good streets, electric lights, free public con-
veyances and many other desirable things, 
without depriving a single citizeu of the frutts 
of bis labor to the exteut of a single penny. 

J O B X SIUTU. 

T b e A g i t a t l o n i n T o r o n t o i s lUalwi::; P e o p l e 
T h i n k . . 

Phillips Thompson ln Toronto Week. 
Whatever may be the opinion of social con-

servatives as to the justice or the prae-
ticability of the land natioualization theory, 
it cannot be denied that the persistent and 
active propagandism of i ts . advocates has 
done much to enlighten the public nund as to 
the fact which underlies it, of the euormous 
increase in land values, caused by the growth 
of population. A s to this puint at least 
there can be no room for controversy. Irre-
spective altogether of any opinions which 
may be held as to the effect of this increase 
upon the condition of the land less dass , or 
the possibility of remedying social inequalities 
arising from this source, the discussion has 
emphasized aud brought into prominence an 
important economic truth, the significance of 
which was formerly only appreciated by the 
learned few; to-day everj' uitelligeut news-
paper reader is familiar with the doctrine of 
"unearned inerement" aud—attentiou having 
been directed to the subjekt—fiuds it con-
firmed by the every day transai:tious of the 
ueal estate market. 

Now, putting completely aside for tlie time 
what is distinctively knoavn as the Henry 
George theory, and having regard only to the 
bare, uuiversally admitted fact which the 
enunciation of that theory has brought out 
in tos trong relief, let us consider what bearing 
this fact ought to have, as viewed from an 
ordinary, common sense, business staudpoint, 
on the course of governments and other 
bodies holding valuable areas of land in 
trust for the public. This question has just 
now a practical interest for the people of On­
tario, owiLg to the change of site, eitber in 
cnntemplation or actuaily determined upon, 
o£ scvvrul ioijjoriuat uublic iiistitutions, in-

cluding the parliament buildings, Upper 
Canada college and the lunatic asylum. 
Owiug to the pheatJinenal growth of To­
ronto, their present locations have become ali 
the same time enormously valuable and iu 
some respects less suited to the purpose of tha 
building^ Their remova! ,̂o suburban or lesa 
central sites will lea ve the urovincial govern­
ment in possession of several large blocfcs of 
land of great value, which are no longer re-
quired for public use. It is proposed in ac­
cordance with the policy bitherto followed 
ia such cases to seil this land and thereby in­
crease the funds at the disposal of tbe gov­
ernment. 

Years ago, before the rapid growth o f 
cities had impressed. the public with the ad­
vantage of the ownership of building land 
over every other form of investment, there 
might have been some excuse for such a 
course. While the future of Toronto wa» 
doubtful—so long as this city had rivals, 
which it was possible might outstrip us in the 
race, the v-isdem of holding, in the hope of a 
large f uture increase in value, real estate nob 
reqnired for public purposes might have been 
debatable. But that time has long passed. 
It is as certain as any thing human can be tbat 
Toronto will continue to expand, and that. 
consequently the value of all land in central 
localities will advance by leaps and bounds. 
Should the provincial government now dis-
pose of the sites;. of the present parliament 
buildings, Upper Canada college and lunatio 
asylum they will give private individuals tha 
opportunity of making fortunes out Gf 
the increase in value sure to in* 
crease within a few years. Tbey 
will be deliberately throwing away an, 
advantage which, even on the ground of the 
orthodux docUnnes of political economy, ought 
to belong to the public as present possessora 
by valid title. They will be acting as a pru-
dent, far seeing man would act in con duc ting 
his personal affairs. The most urgent want 
of ready moaey could alone excuse tbe folly 
either of the private investor or the holder of 
such property in trust for the public who 
would be guilty of allowing considerations of 
slight temporary advantage to outweigh the 
duty of jeaiouiy conserving it as tbe source 
of a large future revenue. But if we may be­
lieve the repeated statements of successive 
provincial treasurers, the government is in no 
immediate need of money. Even if they were 
their credit is good, and as unearned inere­
ment on Toronto real estate augments more 
rapidly than interest at a moderate rate, i t 
would be sound economy to borrow rather 
thau to alienate these valuable sites. 

H o w the Tar i IT Works in Michigan. 
Detroit News. 

The movement started a t Grand Rapids 
among the furniture manufacturers for free 
ra w materials is spreading araon» other 
manufacturers in Michigan. Even the lum-
ber mill men are beginning to wake up, a s 
shown by a letter from L. L. Hotchkiss, of 
Bay Cityj to Congressman Fisher, urging tha 
removal of the duty from lumber and of the 
export duty from logs. The truth is tbat 
there is scarcely a mauufacturer of any sort 
in the state of Michigan who does not pay out 
much more in tariff on his materials and ma-
chinery than he gets back in the tariff on his 
fiuishcd product. This would not seem to be 
the case in the lumber mills, as the 
pine land owners are fond of boasting-
that there is no tariff on loes; but 
the faet is, neverthcless. that there ia 
no d a s s of raw material off which so much ia 
secured by tariff for its producers as logs. 
The pine lands are in so few hands that each 
mill is practically dependent on one man, or 
a combination of a few men, who own all the 
timber on the streain upon which it is located. 
Logs cannot be brought from Canada on ae-
count of tbe Canadian export tax, which is a 
retaliation for our tariff. Thus the timber 
land owners have the millers at their mercy, 
and do what they will to eeonomize in manu-
facture, the millers find that the timber 
owners can make them pay for logs all bufe 
barely enough to keep their mills going. If 
the price oi lumber goes up, the price of logs 
goes up to meet it- If a new saw is invented 
which saves ten per cent or more in the cost 
of manufacture, the timber owner puts 
up his prices and absorbs that tea - j ^ I 7 

cent. It is the same with the metals. The 
owners of the mines absorb the whole benefit 
of the tariff. Aside from the owners of min­
ing lands and timber lands, and a few special 
rnanufactures which have been organized 
into trusts to protect themselves against tha 
owners of the raw materials, manufacturers 
derive no benefit from the tariff. If the tariff 
was takea off lumber, the Canadian export 
duty off legs, wool, ir on ore and pig put upon 
the" free list, with the chemicals néeded in 
manufacture, our manufacturers would inv 
mediateiy lind themselves, in all but a very 
few instances able to compete with foreiga 
producers, and the whole fabric of tariff pro­
tection would quickly collapse, as it d id i a 
England when corn was made free. 

H o w A r e the 3Iiiffity F a l I en I 
Cork. (Ireland) Ea^-le. 

"Once the landlord was the owner of a 
landed estate; now he is merely a partner in 
an agricultural firrn, with no control or voice 
in its management." So spoke a Mr. Staples, 
oue of the depuiation of Irish 1^«aIords to 
Lord Salisbury on Friday last, t»« 3d inst. 
It would be hard tu hit upon a more apt epi-
wme of tne present position of the landlords 
than th It is caudid; it is ciear; it is un-
rnistakably true." In a word, it is the whole 
state of the question in a nut she IL For the 
landlords it is a confcssion of defeat; & 
melanciioly termination of their once great 
power in the laud. Ouce they were owners; 
now tiiey are only sleeping partners ia tbe 
"agricultural firm." They are not too anx-

: ions to retain the, for them, anomaious 
position: they are ruther dcsirous, as a 
speaker said at the landlords'convention, held, 
iu Dublin iast summer, to run their sink­
ing bark to some safe harbor of refuge 
to save the cargo. To save the vessel they 
have no h;>pes~ The majority of them proba­
bly never thought that matters would come 
to tuis pass, thufc their power in the land 
would have vunished almost entirely away . 
They who once were all important; who con-
trolicd parliamentary represeutation, grand 
juries, town councilurs aud boards of guar-
dians; who held the fortunes and the very 
livcjsof their tenants in their hauds; who, in 
fact, possessed the patronage for all im­
portant posts in the country, from the highest 
in Dublin castle down to the workhouse 
schoolmaster. And with their power more 
thau a third of their net rental is tåken from 
them by the very government whose sway 
over Irelaud the Iamllords have been tha 
main props in maintaiuing. What wonder 
is it that they are dispirited and downhearted 
to the verge of despair. 
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I. COTTMEIL PRESIDES AT THE FORTY-
FOURTH PUBLIC MEETIN6. 

sm m 

&. F « w « r r « l O r a t i a a k r D r . McGlynn—The 
Aat t -Paver t»- Society («hauld C e a r t h e 
M e t a a d a «f t h e Aot l -S laverT £ac le ty a a * 
I V a r k «r i th t h e rt .. t- t h a t wf l l Da Maat 
f a r t h e Adrnncea ien t a f t h e i r Priaclalee— 
S e t t e r W o r k w i t h I n i h i n k i u c l n e t r a -
a w n l i t i m a S a t t a %Vark a t all—An A r 
• « a l f a r Mafn tn ln in* t h e United l . a b a r 
P a r t v . 

A t t h e forty-fourth pubhc meet iug of t h e 
attiti-poverty society, held in t h e Academy of 
Music last Sunda j ' eveuing, Dr. Gottheil , t h e 
• o n of t h e well-kuown rabbi, presided. H e 
• a i d t h a t when t h e ant i -pover ty society w a s 
atrst founded he w a s afraid t h a t i ts pla t form 
w o u i d be no place for hin», but he w a s g lad to 
atad t h a t i ts foundations were iaid so deepiy 
t h a t J o w a n d gentile, religionist and agnost ic 
w e r e equal ly admissible. Based on no c e e d , 
I t appea l s t o all ereeds. I t w a s f e r the cause 
• f human i ty, a u d its members must go s t ra igh t 
e n , a o m a t t e r who might faiter or fall by the 
•travside. Compromise might be well for po-
li i ical associations, but it hud no place in t h e 
• n t i - p o v e r t y society- Not until just ice had 
fceen estuWished would i ts werk be done. Dr. 
Got the i l iu t roduced Dr. MeGlyua a s the 
o r a t o r of t h e eveiuug. 

©r . McGlynn iu be^Iuuing his a d d r c s s dis-
d a i m e d a n y special power of o ra to ry a n d 
• a i d t h a t iie ahvays felt diffidcat on rising t o 
avidress a n y audience. H e felt more than 
aisualiy diiiideut on th i s occasiou because he 
w a s m o r e i b a u nsuai ly unprepared . I t was a 
mee t ing of t h e ant i -pover ty society, a n d 
ibere fore t he doctr ines of t h a t society 
should be expounded a t e v e r y meeting. 
JL oewspaper m a n h a d spoken of the 
**old fad <-r g a g of t h e fa therhood of 
© o d a n d t h e bro therhoodof man ." l u domg 
th i s h e h a d beeu guii ty of a blasphemy a n d 
a n ou txage a g a i n s t his o w n manhood and 
shou ld ask pardon of the a lmigh ty Fa thc r for 
åusunii l iai u t terauce-

Dr . MeGlyuu %vent on to expound the doc-
t r i u e of t h e fa therhood of God a u d the 
b ro the rhood of m a n . a n d t h e consequent 
e q u a l r igh t s of a l l meu to work ou t thei r 
«iestiny. whiciiiu\-oIved their equal r igh t s t o 
«oaintaiu li fe, l iberty aud t h e pursuit of hap-
piuess bv the i r « w a labor. From this he de-
<duced the equa l r igh t s of a l l t o the common, 
gene ra l bouuties -of n a t u r e ; t h a t is, their 
e q u a l r igh t of aecess t o them, so t h a t their 
d i v e r s e t a l e n t s und industry would no t be 
l ianipered a a d ii!i mea reducjed t o a d c a d 
level . The idea t h a t a l l men sliould be 
Iwought t o suelj u le vel w a s no p a r t of the 
t c a c h i u g s of the i iutå-poverty society, a l-
t h o u g h it %vas 1'requeutlj* so m^srepresented, 
e v e n by HJCU who spoke iu the natne of re ­
ligion. K e ga\-e some of t hem credi t for 
• ince r i ty in such niisrenrcsontation, however, 
«ay ing t h a t thoy deuounced the society be­
c a u s e t hey w a a t e d t o make good the teach-
i n g o f CjrodVccnunanuoieut, "Tuou shal t not 
«teal .^ But they w e r e wrong. So far from 
wishing t o promote steal ing, the aut i-pov-
e r t y society w a a t e d to s top the stealing. 

This s tea l ing occurred th rough the appro-
pr ia t iou by iudividuals of t h e u n e a r n e d in-
c r e m e n t o r inercasing value of l and which 
« o c r u e d from the g r o w t h o f t he community. 
T h i s va lue belong.-d to the community a n d 
fihould be t å k e n by t h e community by a r en ta l 
v a l u e t a x . This system wouid unlock oppor-
tun i t i e s now monopolized by the fe w a n d 
w o u l d m a k e possible a civilization g r a n d e r 
t h a n any of which the wor ld h a d y c t d r e a m e d . 
T h i s w a s t h e mission of the ant i -pover ty so­
c i e t y a n d i ts tw ia sister, t he uni ted labor 
p a r t y . Dr. McGlynn continued: 

This wrong: inust be undoue by polit ical 
ac t ion . W e conteuipiate only a peaceful 
c h a u g e of law. Thei-e is alniost precisely t he 
• a m e re la t iou be tween the acti-povert j* so­
c i e ty a n d t h e uni ted labor p a r t y a s between 
t b e ant i -s lavery society and t h e republican 
p a r t y . (Applause.) The ant i -s lavery society 
gmve t h e thought a n d impulse t h a t helped to 
m a k e t h e republican p a r t y tha t , hat ing 
• l a v e r y , while ackuowiedging i ts iuabilit\- to 
in te r fe re with it %vhere i t w a s en t renched in 
t h e inst i tut ious of sovereign s ta tes , w a s de-
te rmined to d o e v e r y t h i n g t o make t h a t hor rid 
Jnstitution odious, to res t r ic t it a s mach a s 
possible, t o ft^-bid it- whe reve r by the con-
• t i tu t iun of t h e United S ta t e s i t could be ior -
biddcti by congress. A n d so they w a g e d w a r 
a g a i n s t s l ave ry iu t h e te r r i to r ies and iu the 
©istr ie t of -Columbia; aud t h a t pa r ty , by the 
p rov idcuce oi'<T«>d a n d through the foliy of 
t h e s l ave owuer^tiiemselves, wasab l e t o bring 
• b o u t tlie emaucii)atiou of the s laves in a few 
y e a r s ' t ime, wheu even t h e mos t sanguiue of 
t l i e founders of t h e p a r t y a n d of the aut i-
• l a v e r y soeieiy couid ha rd ly h a v e d a r cd t o 
åiope for a n y such ih ing in a Century. 

I t is . only by imitat ing t h e inagnificent 
b r a v e r y o f the ant i -s lavery men a n d of the 
founders of li ie repubiieau p a r t y t h a t we can 
h o p e f o r a v ic to iy a t al l . (Applause. j A most 
magni i icen t meaus of p reach ing our uoctr iue 
i s t i ie a\-ailiiig <;urselves o i e v c i y political 
c a m p a ign whe the r in t h e ci ty o r the s ta te or 
t h e aa t ion , by the holding of conventious, by 
t h e adont iou cif a platform, by t h e nomina-
t ion of a t icket , t o g ive excuse a n d occasion 
t o ou r speakers t o go through t h e ci ty, 
t h r o u g h t h e s ta te , o r th rough tlie country , 
f e s t i n g a hcar ing t h a t under o ther circum-
• t a n c e s it wouid be idle for us to hope for. 
( G r c a t applause.) 

Xow il L its a fr iendly member of the united 
l a b o r p a r t y , tnay be permi t ted t o give a 
w o r d o l a d vice to t h a t p a r t y . i t is t h a t i t 
•hou ld go s t ra igh t a h c a d , doing i ts appoin ted 
w o r k , neve r disoauding, never interuiit t ing 
I t s labors, uniii hav ing f o u g h t e v e i y campaign 
l n city, s t a t e a n d nation, i t shall h a v e aecom-
pl ished a per iec t vietoi-y by writir.g its doc 
t r i n e s i n e very s t a tu ie book, whe ther of the 
s t a t e o r of t h e nation, a u d sea t ing i ts con-
fjressmeu a u d i t s icgislators , a u d i ts presideut 
j a t l ie chair of Washington. (Applause.) 

W c ha\-e i icard the scut iment expressed 
• o m e w h e r e t h a t i t doestf t m a t t e r how pcople 
v o t e b a t i t does m a t t e r how they thiuk. (Ai>-
plausc.) Nov.- suppese w e a l l thiuk t h a t i t 
wou id be well t o m a k e a tunnel th rough the 
Pa l i sades o v e r the re in New Je rsey , a n d let 
US a l i kccp th iuking a u d g e t a l l t h e people of 
H e w J e r s e y a u d a l l t he people of New Y o r k 
t o d e v o t e t h e undivided a t teu t ion of the i r in-
t e l l ec t s t o thinking t h a t t he rc ough t t o be a 
tunne l r i g h t th rough a cer ta in point in t be 
Pa l i s ades ; I w a n t t o know how rauch of t h a t 
combined intel i igeut thinking of all t h e peo­
p l e of New J e r s e y a n d New Y o r k wili bore 
t h a t tunnel through the Paiis;tdes? (Laughter 
• a d applause.) But if somehow o r o ther you 
c a n g e l a g a n g of meu t h e r e wi th machines 
• n d g e t t h e m to work on t h a t spot of the 
t h e Pal isades , a h h o u g h they d o no t thiuk a t 
• I L a i though t h e y don*t know w h a t a hole 
t h r o u g h t h a t mounta in is d u g for, t h a t hole 
Wili be dug . (Applause.) 

S o 1 cheerfully admiu, m y frieuds, t h a t 
th ink ing is a good thiug, a n d t h a t thinking 
l e a d s t o doing. Bu t in a m a t t e r of political 
r e fo rm I canno t for the life of me see w h a t 
g o o d t h e th inking is ̂ oiug t o d o uuiess t h a t 
t h o u g h t shall b e c a r r i c d iuto pract ice . A u d 
« o Hie o t h e r hand I d o beiieve t h a t t h e v o t e 
«f a m a n v.ho does no t think a t a l l , who t a k e s 

his opinion on faith because he knows you a r e 
a wise m a n and you adv i se him t o vo te so for 
t h e best interests of h i s country , if he does 
v e t e t ak ing his principles on faith, bis vo t e is 
jus t a s effectual in t h a t direction a s t h e vo te 
of t he g rea t e s t philosopher t he wor ld h a s 
e v e r seen. (Applause.) And* if t he philoso­
pher sbould happen t o s t ay a t home t h a t d a y 
because t h e wea the r w a s ra iny, t he man, not 
being a philosopher, no t doing much thinking, 
but who would g o a n d vo te , would nelp t h e 
cause mc— c - fa r a s votuig goes, t h a n t h e 
philosopher. And pract ica l reform never 
would be helped a t all except by vot ing. 

Now, then, I would advise tbe uni ted labor 
p a r t y no t to disband the i r p a r t y a f te r a 
cainpaigu or two to t a k e a res t for a y e a r or 
two . (Applause). I t would have been a funny 
kind of a way to pu t down the rebellion if, 
when our armies w e r e in the face of the 
enemy after a re verse o r two, Pres ident Lin­
coln had said "You had he t t e r go home and 
t a k e a rest . This put t ing down t h e rebellion 
does not seeia to be verj- successful so far. In 
a vear or two we wili call you toge the r aga in 
and we wili have ano the r whack a t put t ing 
down the rebellion." (Great applause a n d 
laughter .) You could never h a v e g o t those 
men together again; never , never . 

The pa r ty should g o s t ra igh t on. Such w a s 
the unaniinous feeling ot all those men who 
s ta r t ed to establish this pa r ty . Such w a s the 
plan of those who a d o p t e d the Syracuse plat­
form. I t was their c lear iutent t h a t a con­
ference should be cal led for t h e purpose of 
forming a nat ional p a r t y to t a k e ac t ive p a r t 
in the presidential contest . Some have since 
t åken the vicw tha t w e had be t te r not go into 
the nat ional campaign, except by making 
prominent some other issue, t h a t the funda­
mental doctrine of the pla t form w a s real ly 
no national issue a t aH. But the Syracuse 
pla t form was composed largely in view of a 
national campaign. I t w a s full of nat ional 
issues. 

There is a demand for a postal te legraph. 
W h o w a s to establish this posta l telegraph? 
The same power t h a t owns a n d Controls the 
post oftice. There w a s a demand concerning 
the currency (applause) a u d one a imed a t the 
abolition of the national banks. If t h a t is not 
a national issue I don ' t know w h a t a nat ional 
issue is. W e w a n t government ownership 
and coutrol of ra i l roads . The Uni ted S ta tes 
ought t o own and cohtrol cer ta in ra i l roads 
t h a t i t has actual ly buiit—(applause)—the 
grea t Pacific ra i l roads a n d others . 

To come to our fundamental principle, the 
doctr ine of the land for the people, (Ap­
plause.) H a s tha t doctr ine nothing to do 
with nat ional politiesi Le t us look a moment. 
See how large a portion of the United S ta tes is 
still occupied by the so-called terr i tories . These 
ter r i tor ies a r e subject t o the congress of the 
Uni ted States , our servant . W e the people 
have a r ight to d e m a n d tha t congress shall 
enac t such laws for the government of these 
ter r i tor ies a s they kuow to be just. There is 
t h e District of Columbia, subject to the des-
potic power of congress. W e have a r ight t o 
demand t h a t those w a r d s of the nation 
shall not be robbcd by land grabbers . (Ap­
plause.) 

Congress should to-morrow make l aws t h a t 
all t axes in those ter r i tor ies a n d in the Dis­
t r ic t of Columbia should be Ievied upon land, 
t h a t the full ren ta l va lue of the land should 
be appropr ia ted in the shape of a r en ta l t a x 
and paid into the local t reasur ies . (Ap­
plause.) 1 said on another p la t form t h a t such 
renta l t a x shculd be paid ei ther into the 
United S ta t e s t reasury , or, be t te r still, into 
the local t reasuries . Through the unfortu-
n a t e inaccuracy of r epo r t e r s t he l a t t e r por­
tion of nvy r emark w a s no t repor ted . A n d 
so some wiseacre wr i tes a l e t t e r to say t h a t 
Dr. McGlynn w a n t s t o make the Uni ted S ta t e s 
t h e universal landlord. I t does occur t o me 
t h a t be tween our own government , or a a 
English syndicate , or p r iva t e individuals in 
New York ci ty, I would eas t m y vote for the 
government a s landlord e v e r y t ime. (Ap­
plause.) But the la t te r p a r t of my phrase is 
wha t I would adhe re to a n d insist upon. I 
would only accep t the landlordship of the 
United S t a t e s government a s the lesser of 
t w o evils. But the proper thing, in keeping 
with this platform, would be to appropr ia te 
by law of congress t o the local t reasur ies of 
these terr i tor ies the full ren ta l value of those 
lands. Is not t h a t a national question? 

Tha t is not a l t Does not our government 
now hold a s t rus t ee for the whole pcople an 
immense nat ional domain iu all the s t a t e s 
and territories? There a r e still hund reds of 
millions of ac res actual ly tlie proper ty of the 
United S t a t e s government . Could w e not 
with perfect propriety demand t h a t our gov­
ernment shall never agaiu violate t h a t law 
of God, "The land shall not be sold f ore vei' ," 
a n d demand t h a t congress shall never aga in 
seil or give a w a y a single square foot of Jand, 
but t h a t it shall under wise regula t ions , pre­
cisely similar t o the existing hotnestead laws, 
permit the occupatiou for use of these lands 
in proper quanti t ies , say 1G0 acres , with the 
unders tanding t h a t the occupants shall enjoy, 
i f they use them, perpetual , ufldisturbed 
possession, and t h a t they shall never be t axed 
upon any of their improvements , on the 
simple conditiou tha t when with the g rowth 
of t h e community a renta l va lue shall accrue 
t o those lands they shall p ay such ren ta l 
va lue in the shape of a t a x into their re -
spective local treasuries? 

In t h a t w a y w é could through our nat ional 
government ac tua l ly in t roduce this g r e a t re­
form in a short t ime into all the terr i tor ies of 
the Uui ted Sta tes , t h a t with the rapid increase 
of population wili in a few y e a r s be mighty 
s t a tes of this union. And t h a t is not all. By 
the force of cxample w e can acce lera te enor-
mously t h e bringing about of this platform in 
al l of our s t a t e s because of t h e potency of 
the example of w h a t is done on national land. 
W e have a mos t comforting example in the 
republican pa r ty , the abolition movement, the 
anti-s lavery society, wiio while aoknowledg 
ing t h a t they could not interfere with s lavery 
in the s t a t e s were determined to give the in-
stitution no rest , by constant ly petititioning 
congress to abolish s lavery in the District of 
Columbia a n d i ts prohibition in the terr i tor ies 
of the Uni ted S t a t e s (applause). Iu o rde r to 
preach our doctr ine effcctually wc must prac­
t ice it a s well a s preach. Let us preach as 
much a s we can, but let us do al l w e can to 
e n c o u r a g e o u r brethren of the united labor 
p a r t y in ca r ry iug out their magnificent cam­
paign whenever opportuni ty offers. 

rock of proteet ion, we m a y find easier boring 
f a r the r on. A t al l even t s w e shall be be t te r 
off t h a n w e a r e now. J . L O E F F N E R . 

T h e W a y t a B o r e a Tunne l i s to B o r e I t . 

J E R S E Y C I T V , N. J.—I a t t euded the meet ing 
of t he ant i -pover ty society a t the Academy 
of Music las t Sunday a u d listened carefully 
t o Dr. McGIvnn'sJaddress. One point he made 
struck me v e r y forcibly. I t was t h a t the way 
to bore a tunnel th rough the pal isades would 
be to go t o work a n d bore it; and t h a t i t 
u ouldn' t m a k e much difference whether the 
men who did the digging knew the object of 
the i r 'work o r not, so long a s they d u g in the 
r igh t direction. • 

This w a s a v e r y s t rong i l lustration, but i t 
scems to me t h a t Dr. McGlynn ha rd ly saw 
its full mcaning. W e a r e t ry ing t o dig a 
tunnel throuh the pal isades of moral and 
ecouomic ignorance to the p leasant country 
of eiuaucipation bevond. Now, if there a r e 
severa l millions o f d e m o c r a t i c l a b o r e r s s t a u d -
iug ready , pick, shovel and dri l l in haud, 
r e a d y to go to work tunnel ing in ou r direc­
tion, why in the namc of common sense 
should we t r y to p r e v e u t them* If the detno-
c ra t s wili d r ive our tunnel th rough the h a r d 

THE NEW CRUSADE IN ULSTER. 
B B I Æ A G H T , County Derry , Irelaud.—You 

wili be g l a d t o hea r t h a t the gospel of the 
n e w c r u s a d e is making progress in I re land, 
a n d is findiog a r d e n t advoca tes among the 
men of Ulster . John Ferguson of Glasgow, 
the s turdy son of a s tu rdy Ant r im Presby-
terian, has been preaching the crusade iu the 
nor theru counties during the pas t few weeks 
with marked eloquence and success. H e ad-
dressed a meeting of rank Oraugemen in 
Por t adown, a n d carr ied his audience so thor-
oughly with him, t ha t he received a vote of 
thanks for his address—the warmes t and most 
enthusiastic, he afflrms, he ever received in 
his life. On February 10 he addressed a meet-
in t he Temple of Liberty a t Toome, a t which 
the following resolution w a s proposed aud 
seconded by t w o farmers, a n d adopted unani-
mously: 

Resolved, Tha t we emphat ical ly protes t 
agains t t he tendency of la te land legislation 
to ba r t e r a w a y the unalieuable bi r thr ight of 
the people, aud we unanimously asser t tha t 
no set t lement of the question can be satisfac-
to ry or unal t h a t admi t s the unjust principle 
of p r iva te p roper ty in land. 

Mr. Ferguson's add re s s w a s a masterpiece 
of logic a n d eloquence, and he succeeded ad-
mirably in demonstracing the inherent in 
justice of p r iva te proper ty in land. Mr. 
Richard McGhee of Glasgow also addressed 
tbe meeting, and pointed out the way labor 
w a s robbed by ren t s and royalt ies . He 
quoted s tat is t ics to show bow much the land­
lord receives from a t rans-Atiant ic s team 
ship company a s roya l ty for coal in one voy-
a g e of the Umbria or E t rur ia , as also statis­
tics showing how much the landlord mulcts 
the workers in an iron foundry per week for 
royal t ies on coal aud iron ore. Mr. McGhee?s 
figures produced a powerful effect. Mr. 
John Dudley (Belfast), in a pract ical address , 
exposed the u t te r fal lacy of the belief tha t 
land nationalization is impract icable. The 
Belfast Morning News g a v e a five-column re­
por t of the meeting and the Freeman gave 
pa r t of Mr. Ferguson's address , but sup 
pressed the resolution. 

The new crusade is undoubtedly making 
much progress in Ulster , and it only requires 
educat ion for the people to g rasp its full sig-
nificance. U any of your r eade r s who do not 
preserve T H E STANDARD would mail it to the 
unders igned I shall t ake much pleasure in 
"spread ing the light" by circulat ing it in this 
district . J O S E P H DAVISON. 

T h e I I en r v George AatteaiblT a t D e t r a l t . 
The second public meet ing of the Henry 

Gi 'ge assembly of Detroi t was held Feb. '*0, 
v i. i J a m e s Phelan in the chair. Mr. Henry 
A. Robinson w a s the chief speaker. Among 
other good thiugs he said t h a t the Malthusiau 
theory of population as tbe cause of pover ty 
had been exploded. Capitaiism and land-
lordism w a t c h l a b o r s life line, and waees a re 
doled out accordingly. Tha t class living the 
cheapest—economiziug the mvst—rcgulates 
the w a g e s of all o thers ; for all must come 
down to t h a t r a t e or s ta rve . I t is not over-
production, or ex t r avaganee , or intemper-
ance or over-populatiou, then, t h a t causes 
the gall ing pover ty visible oa every haud. 
"The cause <5f pove r ty is laudlordism," thun-
de red the speaker , a n d this climax to his 
a rgumen t brought a s to rm of applause . 

After scoring Stat is t ician Atkinson on his 
soup bones a n d rinds and his corn aud hog 
and "prote in ," Mr. Robinson showed t h a t if 
the people go t the ent i re proceeds of their 
labor there would be no general pover ty . 
For pove r ty is the resul t of robbery under 
forms of the law, which upho ldand perpe tua te 
a monopoly t h a t makes the land owner the 
mas te r and the t enan t the slave. "Such a 
thing as exclusive propr ie torship in the ear th , 
any more than in the air or the water , w a s 
never conteinplated by the Divine Being who 
g a v e us life." 

The uex t public meet ing wili be held March 6. 

An t i -Povc r ty in B a l t i m o r e . 
BALTIMORE, Feb. 27.—Our ant i -poverty so­

ciety held i ts regu la r week ly meet ing in 
Rånie 's hall, on Sunday, Feb. 26. A good 
audience w a s precent. * 

Mr. AV". T. Gorsuch of New York, w a s the 
first speaker. He gave a clear demonstrat ion 
of the principle upon which the society is 
founded, and spoke approvingly of the receut 
u t t e rances of Pres ideut Cleveland on the 
tariff, and of Mayor Hewi t t on taxat ion. 

Mr. W. J . Ogdeu of Ba l t imore also spoke, 
showing the progress our doctrines a re mak-
iug among people who adopt them consciously 
aud unconsciously. He referred to a local 
question now ag i t a t ing Bal t imore—theannex-
ation of the lands surrounding the city, a 
measure which is opposed by speeulating Jand 
owners , whose t axes would be increased if the 
"bel t" were tåken into the city. He showed 
how the value of the land in the "bel t" has 
been c rea ted by the people of Bal t imore, and 
just ly belongs to those who brought it into 
being. 

Mrs. Marga re t Moore, of New York , is ex-
pected to address the society a t i ts next 
meeting. 

W c have received a circular sigued by Mr. 
S. W. Williams of Vincenues, Ind. , asking 
opinions with reference to call ing a national 
conference (not convention), to be held in the 
west or south. The m a t t e r wili be discussed 
a t our week ly meeting on Wednesday . 

W. N. H I L L , M. D. 

Good H e a d i n g far Je f fe rsen ian Democra tn . 
Jefferson'5 Writings, voL 7, p. S10. 

Tha t our Crea tor m a d e the ea r th for the 
use of the living aud not of the dead; t h a t 
those who exist not can have no use nor r ight 
in it, no author i ty or power over it; t h a t one 
geuerat ion of men cannot foreclose o r bur-
then its use to another , which comes to it in 
its own r ight and by the same divine bene-
ficence; t h a t a prccediug geuerat ion cannot 
bind a succeeding one by its laws or con-
t rac t s ; these deriving their obligation from 
the wili of the existing majori ty, and t h a t 
majori ty being removed by dea th another 
comes in i ts place with a wili equal ly free to 
make its own laws and cont rac t s ; these a re 
axioms so self-evidcut t h a t no explanation 
can make them plainer; for he is not to be 
reasoned with who says tha t uon-cxistence 
can control existence, or t h a t nothing can 
move something. They a r e axioms also preg­
nant with sa lu ta ry consequencés. 

THOMAS J E F F E R S O X . 
Monticeiio, Sept. 24, 1823. 

UNITY C0NGREGATI0N. 

F a r m e n W h o Demand t h e j R l s h t to Bnv ln ' 
t he Cheapes t M u r k e r . 

A t a receut meet ing of the Minnesota s t a t e 
farmers ' allianco in St. Paul the following 
resolution w a s adop ted : 

W c demand the revision of the present in-
iquitous tariff, and ask our Minnesota dele­
ga tes in Washington to use their utmost en-
deavors to have placcd upon the free list 
lumber, iron, salt, wool, coal, and all art icles 
for which " t rus t s " have beea or may here-
after be formed, a s tbe producers of the north-
west a re forced to seil their products in com-
petiou with the producers of the Old World . 
They ask also to be al lowed to purchase iu the 
cheapest marke t s without paying this no 
longer necessary t r ibute t o our own govern­
m e n t . ' - : • " 

CHRISTIANITY AS OPPOSED TO MODERN 
CIVILIZATION. 

A Dlscoursc bv H n e h 6 . Peutecoat on T h e 
Golden Kule—The Obntacles Which O a r 
C i v i l i z a t i e n P re sen t s t a i t» Obeervance . 
Hugh O. P e n t e c o s f s sei mon of las t Sunday 

w a s devo ted to the consideration of the direct 
teachiugs of Chrisb in their applicability to 
modern human society, and tbe pointing ou t 
of the artifical obstacles which our civilization 
interposes to any complete * obedience to the 
golden rule. 

I t is my obinion, said Mr. Pentecost , t h a t 
even as things are, the teachings of Jesus a r e 
far more easily followed than we commonly 
suppose. 

In m y opinion, to set a young boy or girl 
free, or r a the r never to a r r e s t them a t all, 
af ter the commission of a crime, but to habitu-
ally t r e a t them with kindness—to m a k e this 
the habit of the community jus t a s it is now 
our habit to be especially considerate t o w a r d 
the blind, the lame or the deformed—would 
be fa r bet ter and safer than t o send them, as 
we do, to the house of correction, where they 
a re lmmediately th rown with more hardened 
offenders.and confined in a moral a tmosphere 
in which the highest v i r tue is to become skill-
ful in crimes, bit terness being all t he t ime en-
geudered in their hea r t s t c w a r d the society 
which incarcera tes them. 

Not long ago a burglar w a s brought before 
a New Jersey judge and sentenced to prison 
for the seeoud time. "Now," said the judge , 
"my advice to you is to go to prison and 
serve out this sentence, and d u n u g it make 
up your mind t h a t when you come forth into 
the world aga in vou wili be an honest man." 

"Yes , j udge , " said the prisoner, " t h a t is 
very good advice; but ivhen I was in the 
prison before, I was t augh t to m a k e shoes, a 
la rge portion of the soles of which were 
pasteboard, and the con t rac to r who is ge t t ing 
rich out of this business of seiling pas teboard 
for leather is a prominent Christian. 1 dou : t 
thiuk you"I! ever make me an honest man in 
that prison." 

Now which would be better—to imprison 
tha t man under the circumstances re la ted 
or to send him a w a y with the assurance t h a t 
society loves him r a t h e r than ha tes him? 

A few yea r s ago in New York a young man 
was discovered in pe t t y thefts from his em-
ployer. He was thrown into prison. Before 
he was brought to tr ial his Christian employer 
was induced to wi thdraw the cha rge against 
him, but only af ter such long and persistent 
pcrsuasiori t h a t ali the moral effect of the 
pardon was lost. The young man came forth 
from jaii d isgraceu and went wes t to begin 
life anew, his family being hear tbroken and 
shårers in his shame. They were among the 
best of people. Here was punishment tem-
pcred with w h a t would ordinar i ly be called 
mercy. 

At about- the same t ime a young man of 
whoin I know stole money from his employer 
aud absconded. The employer alone knew of 
the theft and told no one, making a plausible 
excuse for the absence of his cierk, mean-
time searching for him until he discovered his 
whereabouts . He theu w rote to him, making 
no referenee w h a t e v e r to his crime, but say-
ing t h a t when his vacat iou w a s over he would 
be g l a d to see him back a t his desk. The 
young man unders tood his employer, went 
back to work, w a s gree ted a s usual, ao 
allusion w h a t e v e r being m a d e to w h a t h a d 
happened, aud to-day is iu a place of t rus t 
and responsibility from which he has risen on 
aecount of his superior t a len t s and fidelity. 

Both these iustarice a re facts . Which illus-
t r a t e s the highesS principle a n d the best 
policy? 

I know it wili be said such an instance a s 
the last would only be t rue if thethiefawas of 
a conipara t ively fine na tu re . This, however, 
is pure ussumption. I think tha t the secre t of 
success in such cases lies in the genuine good-
uess and t u e t d i sp layed by the th iofs em­
ployer. 

Who wili say t h a t the bishop in "Les 
Miserables" who, instead of punishing the 
thief whoni he had kinclly en te r t amed aud 
who r e w a r d e d his hospital i ty by stealing bis 
silvcr candlestick, calmiy said to him, wheu 
an-ested and brought before bim: "You for-
got to take the pla tes which I also g a v e you," 
was not r ight iu the highest sense oi" the term? 
I think the effect of t h a t action in making 
J e a n Val jcan one of the best of men would 
be the result ordinari ly in ac tua l life a s it w a s 
in the story. 

Whenever we do, as if by accident, pu t the 
teachings of Jesus into prac t ice we find t h a t 
they work quite as well a s our policy of 
sclfishness and vengeance. 

I t is commonly said, and by g r e a t a n d good 
men, that progress depcuds upon the exact 
rcverse of these maxims; t h a t our present 
glorious civilization has been bui l tup by force; 
tha t we should not be as far advanced in all 
tha t is cal led Christ ianity but t h a t we have 
forced men to do right. Jf t h a t is t rue , then 
the British cfticer who calmiy proposed as a 
measure economical, expeditious, and, iu the 
end, ca lcula ted to permi t the loss of the 
fewest souls, the subjugation of India to 
Christianity a t the canuon's moutb, was right. 
Then Mahommed w a s wrong in nothing ex­
cept t h a t he forced men to beiieve iu the 
wrong religion. Then the inquisition w a s 
r ight in t o r t u r m g men for the good of their 
own souls and killing them for the good of 
others. Then we have made a mistake in 
abolishing capi ta l punishment for uineteen of 
the twen ty crimes for which it was once in-
flieted. 

Now, 1 deny this common assertion t h a t it 
is necessary to do wrong tha t good may 
come; t h a t t rue civilization is buiit upon force; 
t ha t the only way we can make men truly 
the imitators of the high life of Jesus and 
Buddha and Socrates is to begin by violating 
their teaching. 

And I asser t t h a t the only character is t ics 
of our civilization which a r e t ruly beneficent 
have beeu evolved by the teaching and effort 
of mcivV"ho ha te this damhable doctr ine of 
salvation by gun powdor, steel and blood. 

I asser t t h a t the monstrous curses of the 
human r a c e to-day, Innd monoply a t the 
foundation, and upon t h a t as a supers t ructure 
every other beinous monopoly of weal th and 
opportunity; national debts aud burdensome 
systems of taxat ion, a r e the direct results of 
the use of force in establishing and maiutain-
iug society. 

And these fruits of force a re the causes of 
poorhouses and prisons, pover ty a n d crime. 

There a re those who poiut to Germany as 
in the van of civilization. And in scholarship 
she is. But iu so far as Germany reflects the 
thinking and purposing of t h a t devout Christ­
ian and man of iron aud blood, Bismarck, she 
is a scandal upon the name of civilization. A 
nation tha t tu rus women and old men and 
children into producers for the support of its 
anriy, and tu rns itself into a mili tary camp 
is, in t h a t part icuiar , barbarous, not civilizcd. 

There a r e those who speak of English civili­
zation, but except iu the realm of let ters , 
science aud a r t there is no such thing. A na­
tion tha t never hesi ta ted to do wrong if she 
could accomplish it by force and never w a s 
known to do r ight except a t the manda te of 
force; a nation t h a t forced opium upon Chiua 
to build up her t r a d e , a u d forces degrada t ion 
and dea th upon I r e l and t o increase he r r e n t 

roll, r epresea t s a b a r b a n s m far more ter r ib le 
in i ts effécts than t h a t of the junglesof Africa. 

W e might not have buiit up precisely 
the same sort of civilization t h a t w e 
h a v e if w e h a d ai way s followed the 
precepts of Jesus Christ. W e undoubt­
edly should not. W e should have buiit with 
the idea tha t men a r e more impor tan t than 
p rope r ty ; a t present we a r e proceeding en­
t i re ly upon the supposition tha t p roper ty is a 
more sacred possession than life. 

A t present a cow t h a t can be bought for 
$30 is more valuable in the sight of the law 
and in the sentiment of Christian people than 
a man, a s is showu by the fact t h a t he who 
kil Is another in the ac t of stealing his cow 
wili go by common consent unpunished; a n d 
tha t a horse is more valuable t han a m a n is 
shovvn conclusively wherever you tind horses 
and men employed by the same concern. 
More valuable? W h y not? A horse costs 
$150; wheu one drops in his t r a cks i t costs 
t h a t much to replace him. But if a man d rops 
in his t racks another is r e a d y t o t ake his 
place a t no cost, though he knows t h a t he, 
too, wili soon d rop in his t racks . 

You were t roubled with d ra f t n o t s in N e w 
York in '63, and all the "solid men" in the 
community were with the government aga ins t 
the r ioters . W h a t produced these riots? 
The people saw t h a t when the government 
was in need of men it did not hes i ta te t o go 
into the poor man 's home and t a k e out the 
bread winner; but when :he government 
was in need of money it ve ry considerately 
a g r e e d tha t the poor people who were left 
a f te r t he wa r should pay to the rich a dol lar 
and a half for tbe present use of half a dollar , 
beside interest ad injinitum. Supposing the 
government had draf ted money when i t 
needed i t a s freely as it- d ra f ted men, would 
all the "solid men" have been as patr iot ic a s 
they were? Aud ye t why did the government 
not do so? Because the glorious civilization 
we have rea red by violat iug the precepts of 
him af ter whom we have nanied it, is one 
which makes money more sacred than men. 

I t is s t r ange how long it t akes us to see 
w h a t evil results a h v a y s follow this false 
pract ice of government by force and how 
good the resul ts of the r ight conduct a re . 

I never hea rd pa ren t s beside tue dead form 
of a child repeut of all their pat ience a n d 
wise forbearauee; but I have hea rd them ex­
press shauie aud r eg re t for using the rod. 

Some y e a r s ago the murdere r of J im Fisk 
was «tied for the crime and sent t o prison for 
a y e a r or two . Now he is a prominent m a n 
in society in some respects. Would it have 
been be t te r to have hanged him? Would 
ib not h a v e been bet ter to have done nothing 
to him since w h a t we did has sent him forth, 
wha t would be cal led in theology, "justified." 
His crime is "a toned" for. . . . There is, how 
ever , a real clifficulty in putt ing iuto prac t ice 
the charitable precepts of Christ. "If a man 
takes your overcoat give him y o u r under-
coat ." "Give to him tha t asketh thee and 
from him tha t would borrow of thee tu rn not 
thou a w a y . " "Lend hoping not to receive 
agaiu." These precepts a re diflicult t o fol­
low because nothing is more cer ta in 
than tha t he who puts them into 
prac t ice is a kind of criminal, 
since the cer ta in effect of iudiscriminute 
char i ty is t o pauperize the community a n d 
reduce wages . I t is absolutely cer ta in t h a t 
the h a n d r e d s of thousands of dol lars which 
a r e poured into New York through he r t w o 
huudred char i tab le societies does more h a r m 
than good. 

Here is the point a t which we run agains t a 
snag in the teaching of Christ, and i t br ings 
us face to face with the question: I s n e wrong , 
or a r e we wrong? 

I do not hes i ta te to say we a r e wrong. 
Any social system which makes it desirable 
for a m a n to become a criminal is wrong . 
And this our system does. W e a re rap id ly 
approaching the t ime when ic wili be desir­
able ei ther to be v e r y rich or to be in prison 
—that is to say, t o be a criminal; for i t wili 
soon be t rue t h a t a man eau neither be ve ry 
rich o r g e t into prison without becomiug a 
r a sca l . . The road to wea l th is a l r eady prac-
tically closed against- conscieutious men, aud 
it is repea ted ly found necessary u o w a d a y s to 
refuse en t rance to prisons to honest workiug-
men who apply for the privilege of going. 

Only a short time ago a man in Danbury, 
Conn., w a s forcibly ejected from a police 
court because he insisted upon going to ja.il, 
whereupon ho went into the s t ree t and t h r e w 
a stone through a show window, and so suc­
ceeded in his quest after being forced to be­
come a criminal. 

This is because, a s the Christian Union 
says, it is now demonstrable t h a t society 
provides more bountifully for its criminals 
aud t r ea t s them het ter in everj- w a y than if 
they were honest inechanics. 

The spectaele of Austin Corbiu giving $20,-
000 in char i ty to the families of the suffering 
miners, af ter having. refused to a rb i t r a t e 
with them for the purpose of decidiug upon a 
fair scale of wages, is an instruet ive picture 
of society iu relatiou to t h e workableness of 
the golden rule. This is not doing a s you 
would be done by. No man wishes to be de-
prived of the opportuni ty of carhing a living 
and then pauperized by char i ty tor the glori-
fication of pharisees.. 

The golden rule is not workable now in the 
industrial world aud never wili be so long as 
we keep on in our present "devil- take-the-
hindmost" policy. But when we become wise 
and jus t enough to see how much be t te r it is 
to use our land for the sustcuance of humau 
life than to feed linancial g reed; to use our 
ra i l roads and te legraphs aud coal mines and 
oil wells to minister to the needs of all the 
people r a the r than to the superfluities of the 
few; when we become wise enough to a r ­
range society upon a just basis, it wili be no 
longer necessary for Christian ministers t o 
tell us tha t we should worship Jesus but pay 
no at tent ion to his vagar i e s ; it wili be pos­
sible for us then to r ead the sermon on the 
mount and tind some pract ical sense in it; we 
may then largely a b a t e our punishments, for 
when men can easily earn a living they do not 
ca re to s teal ; and when they a re debauched 
by neitber pover ty nor riches they^are not so 
fond of murder and other crimes. W e can 
then dec la rc to men a beneficent God and 
hope that they wili beiieve iis; we erfti then 
point to the sayings of Jesus and say: i ;Be-
hold, how t rue they are!" 

F r o m t h e Uni ted L a b o r P a r t y oi' D u t i k i r k . 
DUNKIRK, N. Y.—At a meeting of the mem­

bers of the uni ted labor p a r t y of this city, 
held this day , the following resolution w a s 
adopted , the same hav ing been draf ted by 
Messrs. F. Lake and M. J . Smith, who were 
appointed a t a previous meeting for tha t pur­
pose: 

AVhereas, Certain members of the executive 
committee of the uni ted labor p a r t y have de-
c lared their iutention to call a convention for 
the purpose of nominat ing candida tes for 
president and vice-president iu the approach­
ing national campaign; and this course being 
in the judgmen t of our tcacher, Hcnry 
George, and others of our t rusted leaders 
det r imenta l to the best interests of the pa r ty , 
and a stumbling block iu the way of the ad-
vancemeut of our principles and the aeeoin-
plishmeut of our purposes, which a re the 
abolition of our present system 6f nat ional 
and s ta te taxa t ion a u d the substitution there-
for of a single t a x on land values; therefcre, 
b e i t 

Resolved, Tha t we , the members of the 
uni ted labor p a r t y of Dunkirk, deem t h e 

act ion of those members of the execut ive 
commit tee w o r t h y of censure, and demand t h a 
call ing of a conference a s provided for b y 
the Syracuse convention; and be it fur ther 

Resolved, Tha t copies of these resolutions 
| b e sent t o the edicor of T H E STANDARD a n d 

the sec re t a rv of the execut ive committee of 
the uni ted labor pa r ty . 

G E O R G E H. SOOTONS, Chairman. 
J O H N J . L I P F U T , Secre ta rv . 

THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

They Advise t he County G e n e r a l Commit tea 
to 1'ondemu any At t empt t o Co iu ni i t t ho 
P a r t y in Advauce . 

The county execut ive committee, un i ted 
labor p a r t y , a t a mee t ing held Feb. 27, vo ted 
to recommend to the county general com­
mit tee the passage of the following preambla 
and resolutions: 

Whereas , Cer ta in individuals in a d v a n c e of 
the coming of a nat ional conference h a v e en-
deavored to commit t he p a r t y t o cer ta in 
policies a n d privi leges; therefore be it 

Resolved, Tha t t he county genera ! com­
mit tee of t h e united labor pa r ty , believing; 
firmly in t he principles enuncia ted in tha 
Syracuse p la t fo rm a n d their logical deduc-
tions to be embodied in a nat ional p la t form, 
do most emphat ica l ly condemn any prema­
t u r e decision a s to cand ida tes . principles o r 
policies iu a d v a n c e of the meet ing of the only 
body t h a t can au thor i t a t ive ly deal with thera 
—a national conference; and be it fur ther 

Resolved, T h a t w e most emphatical ly con­
demn, no m a t t e r by whom made , any attempt» 
to s ide t rack the uni ted labor pa r ty , or m a k a 
it t he m e r e ca t spaw of e i ther the democra t ic 
o r republican p a r t y , a s w e beiieve them both 
to be wholly co r rup t a n d incapable of effect-
ing any reformat ion in existing social a n d 
political evils, until , th rough defeat , they a r e 
compelled to a d o p t t he only principles t h a t 
by removing the burden of t axa t ion from tha 
produc ts of labor wili secure to all -their un­
alieuable r igh t s to the soiL and the full enjoy-
ment of the p roduc t s of their labor. 

A Vote Eacplained. 
N E W Y O R K , Feb. 27.—It m a y not be in-

oppor tune a t this t ime for one who vo ted in 
f a vor of "exclusive and . unswerv ing suppor t 
of t he fundamenta l reforms set for th iu tha 
Syracuse p la t form" a t t he first meet ing of t ha 
county genera l commit tee of this city, t o de-
Hne w h a t i unders tood t h e above t o mean. 
The sinister purpose of those who iu t roduced 
the resolution can no t d e t r a c t in my mind 
from the excelleot effect i t m a y be made t o 
serve . A s I unde r s t and it, a l l t he "funda­
menta l r e fo rms" a r e summed up in the aboli­
tion of al l t a x e s but one, a n d I r e g a r d e d th« 
resolution a s a t imely notice to t h e democra t io 
machine t h a t t inkeriug in p l ace of reform 
could not deceive nor d ive r t us. I also r e a d 
in t he resolution an assurance to those who , 
without thinking, might conclude t h a t a small 
iustailmenfc of r e fo rm would pacify tha 
p a r t y ' s c lamor for the full measure , t h a t 
nothing shor t of the whole ea r t h in this r e -
spect would satisfy us , a n d t h a t no m a t t e r 
wha t t he measure of thei r s inceri ty t he t ink-
ers could not reckon upon their usual a r t s in 
s tav ing the p rog res s of our movement . 

Those who see the worse t h a n uselessness of 
enter ing a nat ional campaign on s t a t e issues 
need not fear t h a t their vote in t h e coun ty 
commit tee eommit ted them on t h a t occasion 
to the ideas of those who c a r e more for p a r t y 
than principle. In my devot ion to the l a t t e r 
I t sus t I may , wi thout egotism, claim to be aa 
sincere a s any mtsæber of the commit tee , 
while a s to the former i t can only command 
m y adherence by eschewing the machine a n d 
fulfilling the purpose for which it w a s ca l led 
into existence. R O B E R T I R E L A N D . 

1006 Th i rd avenue . 

A F r l e n d ' s W o r d of C h e e r . 

N E W Y O R K . — A s one who has fol lowed t h e 
single t a x movement with the keenes t interest» 
ever since i t s commencement i n 1SS6, I feel 
impelled, on the present occasion, to send y o u 
a few.words of good cheer a n d to t h a n k you 
for your s t eadfas t adherence to principle. l a 
doing this, I a m sure t h a t . I express the feel-
ings of t h a t la rge port ion of your r eade r s , o a 
whom your wr i t ings a r e exercising so power­
ful an influence and who, like myself, musjs 
h a v e a feeling of g r a t i t ude a n d pr ide t o lind 
t h a t you do u o t - w a v e r when- a s t and has to 
tåken for prinojple as aga ins t policy. 

I t w a s well t o avoid the disgraceful spee 
tac le of r ival an t i -pover ty societies. A s r e -
g a r d s yourself. you can well aff o rd to with­
d r a w from politics. As a recent le t te r in T H K 
STANDARD from Mr. Garr ison v e r y well ex­
pressed it, you r work is t h a t of the reformer, 
and its seems to me t h a t you h a v e reason t o 
be satisfied with the influence which you a r a 
exercising upon the though t s of you r t imes. 

To emphasize m y feelmgs, I enclose §100 
for the recrui t ing fund. A. B. C. 

T h e Single T a x Club of B r o o k l y n . 

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—At the last meet ing of 
the Henry George l and reform club of South 
Brooklyn i t w a s decided to change the nåma 
of the organizat ion to the Single Tax club. 
The intention of th is chauge issimply to m a k a 
the object for which. the club exists moro 
manifest. The club w a s orgajnized in J a n u a r y 
a n d has a l r e a d y made such progress in mem-
bership as to w a r r a n t i ts remova l a t an e a r l y 
d a t e to l a rge r and more a t t r a c t i v e qua r t e r s . 
Meetings a re held eve ry Tuesday a n d F r i d a y 
evenings a t the club rooms, a t 85S Sacketc 
s t reet , and visi tors of eve ry p a r t y and of 
every shade of economic opinion a r e hear t i ly 
welcome. The present membership is about 
fifty. H O U S E COSTMITTEE. 

F r o m tbe Can ton , Ohio , C lnb . 

CANTON, Ohio.—The following resolut ions 
were adopted a t the last meeting of t h e H e n r y 
George club of this p lace: 

Resolved, That , for what- seems to us good 
aud suilicient reasons, we, a t present , deem 
the nomiuation of a cand ida te for president o a 
on the "single t a x " platform, impohtic a n d in-
expedient. 

Resolved. That , r ^ga rd ing principles a s of 
niore importance than p a r t y a n d believing 
free t r a d e a g r e a t a d v a n c e t o w a r d the a t -
ta inment of our ultirnate aim, we indorse tho 
consistent, rat ional , and firm s t and t åken by 
Mi\ George in T H E STANDARD of Feb. IS. 

t>. J . HARMOUNT, M. D., Pres ident , 
W. D. M E R E D I T H , Seore ta ry . 

O r . McGlynn a t B r a d f o r d , P a . 

BIIADFORD, Pa.—Dr. McGlynn addressed a 
large a::d apprec ia t ive audience here on 
Friday, Feb 24. His lee ture has- effected a 
thorough change in public sent iment on tho 
subject of the single t ax , one of our pape ra 
t h a t was formerly bi t ter in i t s denunciat ioa 
of Henry George"s ideas how prac t i ca l ly 

i conceding about all we ask. The leeture waa 
' for the benefit of our land and labor club, 

a n d was very successful. B. J . BnwoET. 

F r o m the United L a b o r P a r t y of R o c h e a t e r . 
j RocaKPT^ri, New York.—At the last regu-
j lar meeting of our organizat ion t h e following 

resolution was unanimously passed: 
Resolved, Tha t it is the sense of the uni ted 

labor p å n y of Rochester t h a t a national con­
ference be held ea r ly iu Ju ly , a t which i t 
shall be decided whe ther a nat ional t icket ba 
put iu the field or not . J O H » J . H A Y X S , 

Sec, Rochester Uni ted Labor OiUaV 
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QDEEIES AND ANSWERS. 
W h t r my tkø Blast* T a x * 

LOKDOK, Ontario, Can—(l) Granted tha t 
jour single tax law is enforced, the rent 
being appropriated by the slute, would not 
every commodity produced directly or indi-
rectly from the land carry a portion of the 
t a x with itt Where, then, is the reason in 
saying that al! commodities which are the 
product of human «ffort should be exempt 
from taxation? 

(2) Or, putting the question in another 
shape, acri t icismof the folio whig statements 
would shed light on the. darkness: Justice to 
euch and all on!y demands two conditions, 
vjz. (a), that the tax should be constant—that 
is, levied without any possibility of change, 
and (b) tha t it cannot be evaded by any por­
tion of the community. These conditions 
being fulfilled, it does not mat ter wbether or 
not the t ax is imposed on land or on the 
products of human exertion, speculation and 
xnonopoly in laud not being considered. 

INQCIBJCR. 

(1) No. A commodity produced from 
valuable land is wor th no more in the same 
m a r k e t t h a n a commodity produced from 
land hav ing no value. He re, let us say, 
i s a piece of land. the best to be had for 
Botning, which with a given expendi ture 
«f labor and capital will produce 20 of .any 
g iven commodity; and here is another 
piece which with t he same expenditure of 
capi ta l and labor will produce 50. El im ma­
i ing , for simplicity, t h e cost of exchange, 
t h e ren t of the lat ter piece of land will be 
30 and one commodity will be of the same 
va lue in t h e same marke t a s t h e other. If, 
iiow, you take t he ren t (39) by taxation, 
Iiow c a n t h e value of t h e commodity carry 
a portion of t h e t a x wi th it? If a higher 
price is asked for t he commodity produced 
on the valuable land which lias paid a tax , 
t h a n for t h a t produced on the non-valuable 
laud, t he re will be no sale for it, A tax on 
r e n t canno t be added to the price of the 
product. J 

(2) A t a x on products of h u m a n exer­
t ion will no t fulfil t h e conditions. (a) A 
t a x on*a product is not constant: by add-
t n g t o t h e cost of production i t increases 
t h e price and is shifted to t he consumer. 
(b) I t may be evaded a s such taxes con-
s tant ly are , e. g-., by smuggling. Bu t 
just ice demands more. Taxes on products 
diminish consumption by irtcreasmg price; 
diminished consumption checks produc­
t ion; a check in production contracts con­
sumpt ion ; t l ia t still further checks pro­
duction; and so otff by action ard reaction, 
m e n a r e prevented from meet ing one an­
o t h e r ^ wants . Tliis in itsclf tends to im-
poverish the laborer, a lendency which is 
intensified by t h e mocopoly of land, 
which low taxes on land values encour-
ages . 

H e Fa l l s te. See. 
PHILADELPHIA.—In reply to my letter in 

the issue of Feb. 18, you give as an example 
three mines, and claim that the rent of the 
lirst will be raised byclosing the second. I 
concede tha t your position is correct if both 
dasses of opportuuities, which tbe first and 
second mines typify, are in tbc same hands, 
©r held by owners whose interests are ideuti-
fied. But if tha t were the case the law of 
rent, expounded by Ricardo, would not be 
applicable, as that assumes a competition 
among the different owners of opportunities, 
within the margin, to secure tenants. 

Presuming, therefore, that you refer to ex-
isting conditions where opportunities of the 
first as well as the second cia ss ave held by 
different owners acting for their individual 
interests, I fai! to see why the owners of the 
second class would "lock up" tbeir opportu­
uities if they could rent them. For the in-
crease of rent wbieb wouid result to the own­
ers of the first class does not benetii them un-
less they also hold first class opportunities, 
which is not generally the case. 

A STUDIOVS IXQUIRTER. 

You m a v also fail to see whv owners of 
vacan t l o t s iu cities lock them up; but they 
d o lock them up all the same. 

You said i t was an uufounded assiunp-
tion t h a t the private owuership of land 
produces a speculative rent line lower 
t h a n the ac tua l rent line, and I replied as 
foUows: 

Let us suppcsc three gold mines; the first of 
which will with a given amount of labor 
vield *10, the second $8 aud the third $6. If 
«only the first is appropriated its rent will not 
«xceed§2, for nobody will v*ork tiiem for less 
than $8 when he can make f S in the second 
iniue. But if ibe second uiiue be appropriated 
aud locked up. the rent of the first iniue will 
be §4 instead of $2, for the most tliat labor 
can then make will be the product of the 
Uiird mine, which is on ly ?& Now it is the 
system of privaie land owuership that per-
luits the tocking up of the second mine, and 
a s you may sec from this illustration, the fact 
t h a t the second mine is locked up lowers the 
reut? line so as to raisc rent from one-fiftb to 
two-fifths of the p. duct. In this case the 
normal rent line leaves four-fifths to labor 
while the speculative rent hue leaves to it but 
tliree-fifths. 

You now say you åo not understand 
w h y the owners of t he second class v.ould 
lock u p their opportuuities if they could 
r eu t them. Thev migh t no t iu the strict 
cense of t he t e rm "lock up . " Bu t there is 
a " lock u p " iu effcct. The illustration pre-
supposes a n unchanged demand for gold 
a n d a n unchanged supply of labor. A n 
increased demand for tiic one or supply of 
t he other would lend to lower the normal 
r e n t l i n e Now, as tliesc a re unchanged, 
both tlie lirst and second mines would be 
ou ly pyf^v workcd. Suppose t ha t t h e de-
jnand were £100. the whole of it being pro­
duced from the first mine before the sec­
ond was appropriated. Tiien §30 would 
g o to ren t and §80 to wages. B u t when 
t h e second mine is appropriated half of 
t h e product, say, comes from each mine. 
Tiien of t he §50 from tlie best mine §30 
would be reut and §30 wages, and of the 
$50 from the second mine $10 would be 
ren t and §40 wages, showiug a to ta l of §30 
r e n t a s aga ins t $30 before, and §70 wages 
a s agains t §80 before. There is a fall in 
wages due to the speculative rent line, for 
Å i t were not for private ownership of 
land, which encourages speculation, t he 
second mine would no t be appropriated 
nnt i l t h e lirst was worked to its full ca-
'jaeity. 

The s a m e result m a y be and is produced 
3 y a n actual "lock up , " mines, farming 
land, city lots and so forth being held ou t 
>f use for the purpose of inaking a profit by 
åclhng ra ther Uiau by renting. 

miners, but only to a oertain depth. How 
would the tax affect the monopoly? 

H. L. BACHHAV. 

(1) The t ax would be the same in each 
case. I t is r igh t t h a t i t should be. If A 
does not want to build or cannot afford to 
build, he has no r igh t to prevent o thers 
from building. And if B livens u p the 
buildiug t rade by erecting a §30,000 house, 
there is no reason why he s h c d d %e pun-
ished for it by a heavy tax. 

A appropriates the same a m o u n t of 
common values t h a t B does; why should 
B pay a higher t ax because he benefits the 
community by pu t t ing his land values to 
use while A plays dog in the manger with 
his? 

If t he As were all compelled to let go of 
t h e land they a re keeping out of use, work 
would be so plentiful and wages so h igh 
t h a t §1,000 would be much easier earned, 
and when earned could be pu t into a n un-
taxed house instead of being sunk in t he 
purchase of a piece of the ear th on which 
to put a taxed house. 

(2) If there was a value below the sur-
face the coal monopohes would be taxed 
for it. As a fact building sites in t he coal 
regions are of very little value compared^ 
with the value of mining rights; there­
fore miners would pay little o r no tax for 
the land on which they live, but coal com-
panies would pay a heavy tax for their 
r ight to miue beneath the miners ' cottages. 

lu t ae l '«al Keclans. 
EASTOX, Pa.—{1) A buys a lot for $1,000, all 

the mouey he has. B buys alongside and 
buiids a house for $30,000, would A not be 
obliged to pay a s much tax as Bf 

(2) The coal monopolies seil lote to their 

The Chief Beneflt. 
(1) I have long seen the fallacy of our pro-

tective laws, still I am unable to discover 
any relation between the land value tax and 
free trade. I had thought that a tax on 
land values to the full rental value thereof 
would be full restitution to the people of 
rights of which they have beeu robbed from 
time immemorial; that the adoption of this 
system would do away forever with poverty, 
would do away with the necessity of one 
man being dependent on another for cmploy-
mcut, that it would, in short, strike away 
the very foundation upon which the protected 
capitalist bases his profitt It is because of its 
immense sweep in this and inany other direc-
tions that the land question becomes so soul 
stirring and fills its disciples with such en 
thusiastic endeavors. If this be so, can the 
mixing it up with any other question do 
otherwlse than belittle it? Let us pride our-
selves on having but one principle, and that 
so broad as to include all others, and so plain 
and simple that a child may understand it. 

(2) Your correspondcuts scein all to agree 
that this system should be brought about by 
state action. If each state were to collect its 
own land value tax, will j o u r system then 
have reached its ulfeimatimi in justice? Are 
the land values of the several states so nearly 
proportionate to the inhabitatits of those 
states as to work absolute justice by each 
state absorbmj; its own? For instance. the 
populaiiou of New York is eight times that of 
Colorado. Are not her laud values more 
than eiglu times as great? And if so, did not 
we of Colorado do as much as you of Xe w 
York to ereate those excessive values? Ren­
der unto Cæsar, etc. 

(S) This, however, is based upon the as-
suraption that there are excessive land val­
ues in the greater commercial and manufact-
uriug states. Is such the case or not? 

(4) Have you auy means of knowing ap-
proximately the land values of the several 
states, or some of them? And if so, will you 
kiudly publish a list? RODXEY FORD. 

(1) No good can come from mixing up 
the single t ax question with other ques-
tions. But free t rade is not ano ther 
question. I t is one of the steps tha t must 
precede the single tax. W e cannot have 
the single tax and t he protective tariff 
tax, nor can we have the single tax until 
we g e t rid of the protective tariff tax. 
The single tax principle cannot enter into 
national legisiation except th rough the 
free t rade eontroversy, for the bulk of 
national taxat ion is collected th rough cus-
tom houses, and i t would be jus t as ab­
surd to t ry to influence congress in favor 
of the single tax without asking it to 
aboiish tlie «rotective tariff as it would be 
to ask a s ta te legislature to adopt the 
single t a x by abolishing the protective 
tariff. The single tax question and the 
free trade question are distinct as, and 
only as, the states are distinct from the 
nation. 

I think your confusion is attr ibutable, 
like tha t of most people who wnce or talk 
as you do. to your iclca tliat" the chief ob-
ject of t he single tax is to collect land 
values into a common fund for common 
use. Tha t is not its chief object nor will 
t h a t be its chief beneiit. Ideal exactness 
in tbe collection of this fund can never 
probably be accomplished. But individual 
freedom can be accomplished, aud that is 
tiie g r ea t desideratum. If you and I do 
equal work with equal results, it makes 
little real difference whether or not you 
get somewhat more than I; but it makes a 
vast difference whether or not you are 
able to command me on pain of s tarvat ion. 
If the single t ax were imposed to the ex-
teift of n inety per cent of land values somo 
owners would amplv earn the other ten 
per cent in collecting rent while to others 
the ten per cen t would be more than their 
work was worth. But t h a t would ha rm 
no one, because no one would be depend­
ent. Every one would be free. But to 
get to this point the abolition of tlie tariff 
is jus t as necessary a step as is the aboli­
tion of taxes on personal property or tbe 
abolition of taxes on improvements . Each 
of these taxes ham pers t rade and conse-
quently hurdens industry, and i t is as 
they are removed, tha t t he hurden grows 
lighter and the end of our journcy is 
nearer. 

In s ta te affairs the easicst point of at-
tack a t present is taxes on personal prop­
erty. W h e n they are abolished we have 
made a long stride in the direction of the 
single tax. In national affairs the only 
prominent point of a t tack is the tariff, 
and when t h a t is abolished we have also 
made a long stride in t he direction of tlie 
single tax . To réfuse to aid in the aboli­
tion of ei ther of those taxes because it is 
not all we desire is like a man refusing to 
t ake off his overcoat because i t is no t his 
overcoat bu t his undershirt t ha t he wants 
to remove. 

W e do "pr ide ourselves on having but 
one principle;" it is the principle t h a t all 
taxat ion should be abolished save t h a t on 
land values. And t h a t principle is " s o 
broad as to include all o thers ." I t in-
cludes t h e abolition of the tariff, the aboli­
tion of personal property taxat ion; and 
the abolition of taxes on improvements , 
aud though it does no t in te rms include 
the principle t h a t land should be taxed 
to i ts full value, i t does in effect, for the 

benefits of t h e single t ax once realized by 
the people they would never stop demand-
ing public improvements until the only 
fund from which they recognized the r ight 
to d r a w ~ l a n d values—was exhausted. 
Moreover this principle is " so plain and 
simple tha t a child may understand i t ." 
I t mus t be a very young child who does 
not understand tha t t he simplest way to 
eat an apple is one mouthful a t a time. 

(3) I n abst ract justice, possibly not; but 
individual freedom will be secured. Ab­
s t rac t justice m igh t require tha t all the 
land values of the world should be used 
for common purposes; but substantial 
justice does not. Substantial justice is at-
tained when all barriers to traffic are re­
moved, and all unused land is open to the 
first corner. This question, like your firet, 
is dictated by your idea tha t the single tax 
is only a scheme to return to the people 
wha t landlords take from them in rent . 
This is its least important ob jec t 

(3) I do not know, but I am inclined to 
think t h a t there is a tendency in all com-
munities to an equilibrium between com-
munal needs and land values. 
I (4) Nothing bu t Mr. Croasdale's calcula-
tions in his t rac t on "Sailors ' Snug Har -
bor." 

Chca» Euslish Fa rms . 
ST. Louis, Mo.—A wrjter in the January 

number of the London Qtiarterly Revieiv 
states that many farms in England are lying 
idle aud that the owners are willing to rent 
these farms for sums which wouid pay but a 
small per cent on the value of the improve­
ments. He makes mention of a spot not far 
from London from which can be seen nine-
teen unoccupied farms. Will THE STAXDARD 
kindlv help at least two of its readers.to ac-
couut for these facts, if facts they be? 

J. H. D. 
I cannot verify the s ta tement ; but there 

is no reason to doubt it. E n g l a n d a farm­
ing is being done in o ther countries, and it 
is not a t all s t range tha t her farm lands 
should, as farm lands, depreciate in value. 
If it be t rue t ha t farms can be rented iu 
England or else where for a small percent-
age ou^the valuo of the improvements, it 
is because farming in tha t location does 
not pa j \ I t is essentially the same th ing 
tha t happened in Oil City when tha t place 
was in its decliné. Houses could be r tnted 
for less thau their value, because nobody 
wauted houses there. If more than the 
ordinary ra te of interest on capital, and 
more than the ordinary ra te of wages 
could be made by working those English 
farms they would not go begging for ten­
an ts a t a simili percentage on the value of 
the improvements. They could not be had 
except for a premium. 

Land in England is iu a t ransi t ion state. 
Agriculture is declining because the peo­
ple of England can raise wheat easier by 
digging coal or weaving carpets than by 
plowing and sowitig. Consequently agri-
cultural land is declining in value. But as 
it goes out of use for agriculture, it comes 
into use for somethiug else. Par t icular 
agricultural land may lie out of use for a 
long t ime, and for t ha t reason be a t a low 
value for a long t ime; but tha t is because 
it is not immediately adaptable to changed 
conditions. Other agricultural land, how­
ever, is so adaptable, and immediately ac-
quires grea ter value than ever before. 

The t rue test of the rise or fall in laud 
values is not whether the value of particular 
land has risen or fallen, but whether land 
valnes generally have risen or fallen. 
If tlie London Quavterhj Review really 
wishes to make a point let it show tha t the 
average land value of all England—mines, 
towns and cities included—has fallen. 
W h e n it can show tha t to the extent to 
which it ciaims to show it respecting the 
farms i t mentions it will be of feri ng life 
portraits of Macaulay's New Zealander 
as premiums to keep up its circulation. 

A n A f f r i c n l t u r a l M i n i s t e r . 

I have uo-doubt but the next decade will 
wituess a great, change iu favor of the poor 
as against the rich, but I baven't- the least 
idea that it will come iu the liuc you are at 
preseut working. Having livcd on a farm 
for years, and being bivught iuto close cou-
tact with agricultural people all my min-
istcrial life, I am satistied that vour single 
tax theory were it applied would ruin the 
agricultural interests in every state iu the 
Union, and to the army of unemployed at the 
present wouid be added the agricultural 
laborers of the land. 

The problem to be solvcd is a difficult one 
and the highest wisclom of the nation will be 
necessary for its solution. I don t know what 
opportunity you have had for acquaintanee 
with a farmers life, but it seems to me that a 
year of the life of the larmer would lead you 
and Rev. Mr. Pentecost to see the im-
practicubility of your theory. A. 

You appear to have made a genuine 
discovery. High taxation has always 
been looked upon as very injurious to the 
farmer, and now you come aloug with the 
assurance tha t a method of taxation which 
would reduce the farmers' taxes, and in 
many instances aboiish them entirely, 
"would ruin the agricultural interests in 
every state in the Union ." And you speak 
bv the book, too, for you " h a v e livcd ou a 
farm for years ," and have been "brought 
into close contact with agricultural people" 
all your ministerial life! I con fess, speak-
ing for myself, t ha t it is discouragiug, 
after having though t and written aud 
spoken for years under the impression 
t ha t taxat ion is destructive to agricultural 
interests, to be told authoritatively tha*. tax­
ation is really wha t the farmers need to 
save them from ruin. Are you sure you 
are right? At anv rate will vou not think 
it over again? Aud to be certaiu tha t 
there is uo mistakc, will you not ask some 
of the farmers of your acquaintanee for 
their opinion? 

Of course vou know tha t farmers pay 
taxes, aad very high taxes, on nearly 
everything they buy when they go to the 
store. These taxes we propose to aboiish 
so tha t farmers mav purchase goods for 
the bare cost of production and exchange. 
To what extent will this ruin agricul tural 
interests? Will it injure them a t all? 
Don't answer hastily, but think it over, 
and if you are in doubt inquire among 
your neighbors. 

You know, also, tha t farmere pay 
taxes on their houses, fences, ou t build-
iugs, . cattle, machinery, money in bank 
(when they have any), and on whatever 
value they have added to their farms by 
drainage, clearing and so forth. These 
taxes, too, we wouid aboiish. In what 
way will t ha t be injurious to agricultural 
interests? I t m a y be tha t taxes on the 

goods they buy a re a good th ing for 
farmers, because such taxes promote 
economicai habits. I do not say these 
taxes are a good thing, but may be they 
are. They may make farmere' wives wear 
calico instead of silk and use molasses 
ra ther than sugar, and otherwise abstain 
from the vanities and superfluities of life; 
but conceding all tha t as to the taxes t he 
farmer pays a t the store, howr can taxes 
on his improvements be a good th ing for 
the farmer? I don' t know. and if you do I 
wish you would tell mc, for I am always 
glad to make a note of curious informa­
tion. Then there are poll taxes aud dog 
taxes and things like that which we would 
aboiish. I can understand that farmers 
might experience a mournful senseof lone-
liness, as when an old and faithful dog 
dies, were these taxes abolished, but really 
I do not see how it would bring ruin upon 
agricultural interests. 

But probably it is not the abolition of 
taxes a t all t ha t gives you concern about 
t he farmer, but the tax on land values 
which it is proposed to subst i tute for all 
other taxes. Ah! Well, let us see. 

You understand, of course, tha t it is not 
land, but land values, tha t we propose to 
tax. Tha t is important to begin with. 
Now, as a farmer and a friend of farmers, 
you must also know tha t there are very 
few farms of which the land is worth more 
than a quar ter or a third of the whole of 
the farmer's property. Then, you see, 
tha t a t the worst we propose to tax the 
farmer on a basis of only about a quar te r 
or a third of the values on which he is 
now taxed. Oh, j rcs, perhaps you will 
exclaim under your breath, bu t t he single 
tax is to be so increased tha t it will take 
the whole annual value of the land, which 
is much more than present taxes amount 
to! Is it, though? Is it as mxich, <pfnsid-
ering t ha t he pays taxes whenever he goes 
to the store as well as when he goes to the 
tax oliice? I doubt it. I am sure the real 
value of his land is not so much. Owing 
to l ight taxes on land values a g rea t deal 
of land is put to poor use or no use a t all, 
though it is appropriated. If no th ing but 
land values were taxed, this land would 
come into marke t and reduce land values 
generally. And as land values fell the 
farmers ' taxes would fall. I have no doubt 
tha t a large pro portion of our agricultural 
land has only a nominal value, and t h a t if 
taxes were put on land values alone. build-
ings and other improvements and personal 
property being exempt, g rea t numbers of 
our farmere, instead of being ruined and 
turued into t ramps, would find themselves 
untaxed either by the store keeper or the 
assessor. 

I have replied to your criticisni only with 
reference to its bear ing on the selfish in­
terests of a class of the communi ty . I t is 
a class t h a t is hard pressed a n d . whose 
selfish iuterests a re entitied to considera-
tioa as are those of every other plundered 
class. But there is a loftier element in 
the problem. You are evidently a minis­
ter. W h a t have vou, as such, to say of 
the system tha t undertakes to deny to any 
man the r ight so obviously natura l to a 
place on the earth? Do you believe the 
being whose minis ter you profess to be, 
intended t h a t the ea r th should belpng to a 
few and tha t all others should be depend­
ent on them for the privilege of living on 
it? Do you believe he intended tha t some 
of his creatures should make a living by 
seiling* privileges to the others to use the 
earth? If you do, what kind of a being, 
and I intend no irreverence, is this w hom 
3rou represeut? 

You have tåken enough interest in this 
subject to read T I I E STANDARD and to send 
your views to it; now will you not pursue 
your iuquiries a- little further by reading 
"Progress and Pover ty" so as to under­
stand the subject of land value taxation in 
all its bearings? Lou i s F . POST. 

W h w t W o u l d T I I I H F u m i l r f i s i i n b r E m i sr r å l ­
i n g t o t l i c T u r i i l ' 1'1'oivc.tcd U n i t e d S t a i c a ? -

The commissioner of labor, Washington, 
D. C, ' iu his first annual report gives the fol-
lowiug particulars of the mode of life of a 
spinner at Halifax, England. 

Condition.—Family numbers three—parents 
and child. Occupy tenement house contaiu-
ing parlor and one bedroom, each about 15 
by 12 feet, one small bedroom aud "one kitcben 
or wash room, parlor is also used for diuiug 
room, has window opening on street, 
is carpeted and looks elean and comfortable. 
The grate is adapted for baking broad and 
simple cooking, sa ving espensc of extra lires. 
Father reads and w rites and is general ly in­
telligent. Wife was formcrly weaver, but 
does not work now. Slie has a'brotner iu the 
army, and sister emigrated to New Zealaud. 
Family are.saving; have small account in 
savings bank. The father betongs to a social 
and reading club. Ou Saturdays work stops 
at 1 p. m.; aftcrnoou spent at football, 
cricket or other outdoor sp:>rt. Family dress 
well, look contented aud cheerful. 

Diet.—Breakfast: Tea or colTee, bread and 
butter, somctimes bacon or eggs. Diuner: 
Piece of beef or chop, bread, butter and 
potatoes, sornetimes other vegetables and 
cheese, and several times a week pudding. 
Supper* Bread and butter, tea or coffee„occa-
sionally dried fru it. 

Earnings of father, $411.33. 
Cost of living— 
Rent 
liro;id 
Ment -
ColTee aud toa 
Mitlc 
Wirotables 
* J U l l t i i f . t i . l l l , I K t l l 

G roc< * W fs 
Clot hinjr. 
Gas, or ul hur liylil 
Fuo! .' 
Club dues 
Iue idcnta l s 

Expcndi t ures 
Eariuiigs , 

DeQcit 

• • • • • • • . . . . f 15.76 
. . . . 32.!»5 
. . . . 43.80 
. . . . 14.56 
. . . . 2l.!)0 
. . . . 20 f..-i 

7.o0 
. . . . 149.»3 
. . . . 37.60 

5.51 
M.K 
1.44 

. . . . 1 1 % 

. . $-112 £3 

. . 411.32 

>Jl 

Coinuiou Scuetc. 
Cedar Rapids Nnw Era. 

If the legislature, instead of fooliug away 
their time over such absurd proposals as the 
Hutchiuson bill to increase taxes ou capital 
aud labor, would turn their attentiou to some 
measures for relieviug labor and capital of 
taxation, then they would be doing tlie state 
some real service. Any attempt to increase 
the taxes on capital ouly so much mure in­
creases the bardens of labor; for capital is 
like a man on horseback and labor is like the 
horse. You may put more weight on the man 
and thus inconvenience hirti somewhat but 
that only makes the horse's load heavier. 

It is utter foll v to try (as the Hutchiuson 
bill proposes) to help the farmer or laboring 
man or business man by taxiug mortgages, 
notes, money or capital in any of its forms, 
for capital is ouly the name of the tools that 
all these men must use, and if we tax their 
tools we but check the production of wealtb 
and make it harder for them to earn a living. 
There is only one kind of tax that falls justly 
and fairiy on all classesof pc-ple ::. ! !'.::: is 
a Jax on land values. 

TAXING LONDON GR0UND RENTS, 
J. Morrison Davldson, ln London Star . 

The paragraph iu the StaiJs magnificent 
•«Confession of Faith" dealing w i t h the sub­
ject of ground rent taxation has already been 
the fruitful mother of much wholesomo eon­
troversy. 

The Star>s correspondence co hunns have 
teeuied with letters on the question. The 
Pall Mali Gazette, ever among the earliest of 
journalistic birds to pick up the worm of 
democratic progress, has at great length 
"inteVviewed" Lord Hobhouse, who, it says, 
"is probably the most distinguished authority 
whose opiniou could be obtained on the sub­
ject." At three iniluential public ireetings, 
includiug that held at St. James's hall to de-
nounce the unprincipled conduct of th j metro­
politan board of works, ground rents and 
their all but complete immunity from taxation 
haye been seriously and more or less intelli-
gently discussed. 

Among the oratorical disputants"we have 
had such divers personalities as Mr. R. T. 
Reid, Q.C., M.P., Mr. J. T. Dodd, the Rev. T. 
M. Thorue, vicar of Holy Triuity, the bishop 
of Emmaus, coadjutor to Cardinal Manning, 
and last, not least, Mr. William Sauuders, 
late M.P. for East Hull, who was the lirst to 
bring this all important subject under the 
consideration of Parliament. 

To these who have studied tbe land ques­
tion, aud, like myself, hoid that the whole 
planet is the common God-given inheritance 
of mankind, the mere ground rent phase of 
the subject is without difficulty or cornplexity 
of any kind. 

For what are the broad facts of the case? 
The annual value of the land or site of Lon­
don is estimated at £10,728,830 (capitalized 
value £418,220,750), while the annual value of 
the buildhigs- amounts only to £13,271,170 
(capitalized value £212,338,720). 

On the £418,220,750 less than half a million 
(£500.000) is levied in taxation; whereas the 
£212,338,720 are taxed se ven million (£7,000,-
000). But for the operation of the national 
income tax the extractors of ground rents 
would positively escape taxation of any kind. 
As it is they do not contribute a single brass 
farthing to the rates which are squeezing the 
very life blood out of thé people, and by the 
"people" I mean all those who, unlike the idle 
rent mongers, are honestly striving to earn 
their own livelihoods by useful toil of bram 
or hand. 

In his leeture at the Holborn radical club, 
where Mr. Reid, Q.C., presided, Mr. Dodd 
meutioned three facts which east a lurid light 
on the whole question. First, the workers as 
a whole spend one-third of their poor earnings 
on rent. Secoodly, the rates in poverty-
stricken St. Luke's are bs. 3d. in the pouud, 
whereas in the region of Dives, St. George'st 
Hanover square. they are only os. Ild. and 
coming down. Third ly, in St. George's, 
Bloombury, the death rate is 15 per 1,000; in 
Shelton street, Drmyjane area, the mortality 
is 33)4 per 1,000. 

These are all correlated evils, which it is 
amply within the power of wise and bold 
statesmanship to eradicate. The Saturday 
Reviler may mock a t the Star-$ laudable am-
bition to "euable the charwoman to put two 
pieces of sugar in ber cup of tea instead of 
one," but before we democrats are done with 
the Reviler aud his tribe, I make bold to 
propbesy that the charwoman shall not 
merely have two lumps ot sugar to ber tea, 
but ten if she wants them. For her beneht, 
and that of all those who both toil and spin, 
it has been rcsolved, by a macedonian pha-
lanx of the best heads and hearts in Great 
Britain and the United States, taat the inces-
sant robbery of the poor by the rich, of the 
toilers by idlers, shall cease and determine, 
and the first batch of depredators to be dealt 
with is unquestionably the ground landlords. 

In Londou, as has been seen, industry or the 
products of industry (houses) are depresscd 
bv a malet of £7,000,000 per amnim. That 
frightful impost on the hearths of the people 
we mean entirely to lift, because we know it 
signifies overcrowding, squaior, disease and 
vice and shame unmentionable. Mr. Bright 
once pnmiised us a "free breakfast table." 
Will he or any of his liberal unionist set now 
help us to a free roof tree by takiug all rates 
and taxes off the houses and placing them on 
the ground rents aud values. 

These, as has been said, amount in the 
metropolis to £10,728,830, and of that- vast 
sum the Westriiinsters, Portlands, Bedfords, 
and other urban land monopolists, great and 
small, have no claim on econoinie cquity to a 
single penny. The prcseuce of the people of 
London alone gives value to the site of Lon­
don. Sweep them away : and the "prairie 
value" that wotdd remaiu wouid bo themerest 
bagatelle. The peopic as a whole created 
these land values, and to them iu f uture, iu 
their corporate capacity, .must rent be paid, 
not to theextent 'merely of £7,000,000, or auy 
fractional part of the whole itself. 

The a f oresaid £10,728,830 are the fund out 
oe which the Sta^s charwoman is io get her 
two pieces of sugar and many other good 
things besides. The people of London demand 
free light, free heat, free water, free transit 
by tram and rail, free educatiuti, free libra-
ries, free medieine, free sepuiture, e t c , and 
they mean to have them. They know the 
source frem which these things eau right-
eously be providcd, and to that source they 
are instinctively turning with ever increasing 
hope and resolution. 

The elder Mirabcau is said lo havedeclared 
that Quesnay's proposition: '"All taxation 
should be abolished save a single tax (Pimpet 
unique) upon the net produce or rentof lard," 
is "equal in utility to the iuvention of writing 
or the subslitution uf monoy for barter," and, 
if he did say so, he said well. "The proiit 
(produce) of the laud," we are told in holy 
w rit, "is for all." "The earth he huth given 
to the sons of.men"—to all the sons and not to 
a few pampered. favorites callcd "dukes," 
"earls," and "noble lords" because they are 
priviieged by laws of their own making to rob 
our charwoman of her second lump of sugar. 

I con fess I read the rcmarks attributed to 
Lord Hobhouse by the Pall Mull {Aezrtte iuter-
viewer with astonishment. His lordship is 
made to talk about the "owners" of laud and 
"reversionary interests" in a style which 
would indicate that he uses juridicial nomen-
clatare in a sensc uukuuwn to English 
lawyers. 

There are, legally, no owners of land in 
England. Even his grace of Westminster 
can only hold an estate in land, which the 
grantor, the crown or state, can resunse 
whenever it is tfeemed for the benefit of the 
reahn. That resumption should take place. 

"Sometimes the property," said, or did not 
say, his lordship, "is let and re-kc and sab­
let, until there are as many as six ••'• se ven 
persous having reversionary inti.*'*'1^:" in it 
between the occupier and the oi igi-al frce-
holder," and about these singular ,~ni-er3iunary 
inteivsts Lord Hobhouse is dccply exerciai'd. 
But the re-letting aud sub-letting fraternity 
can surely have no better claim to considera­
tion tban "the original ireeholder" fr jmwhotn 
they derive their tifcle to snare ir. the uluuder 
of the community; and of the utter iuiquity 
(inequity) of the freeholders' position I will 
undertake in a subsequent paper lo prove a 
demonstratiou to iiic satisfaction of every 
candid mind among the 200,000 subscribers to 
the Star. The existence of Lord Hobhouse's 
novel reversionaries instead of being au ar­
gument against doing justice to our charwo-
e n n i s t h e reverse. I t merely proves that 

where the carrion is there the vulturos will be 
gathered toget her. 

"Remember (ah! my lord) how many per-
sons-there are iti all ranks of life who hava 
sunk ihe savings of their iifetime in such 
property, relymgupon it> safety as an invest­
ment and looking forward to a bonus falling 
itr scener or later." Yea, a hrmus squeezed 
out of the sweat and blood and tears of the 
toiling inarticulate multitude, who have had 
no advocate, and whose "bitter cry" has for 
weary. generations gone up to heaven seem-
ingly iu vain. "Thou shalt not steal™ is in-
deed a commandment of universal obligation; 
but, in a society like uurs, based on the theft 
by the few of God-s good gifts to all men 
alive, it should always be inculcated in the 
fonn: 27iøu shalt v.ut be stolen from. 

STRAWS WHICH SHOW THE WIND. 
There can remain no doubt that some of the 

western staLos will revolt against tbe higb 
tariff which they have so loiiir and soerringly 
supported. The fall iu the Liverpool price o* 
wheat was the arousiog fact. ^fo tariff caa 
uphold the value of farm products. The Her~ 
ufd has prim ed many iuterviews with leading 
farmers of Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota, and 
each sHccecdinir con versa tion discovers the 
sj>read of disailection.—[Chicago Herald. 

As soon as the eves of the laudlords a re 
open to the fact that the fai lu res in Birming­
ham are in a great. measure attributable to the 
exorbitant rents extorted from their tenants, 
we may expect better times; but until rents 
have been reduced to something like reasoa-
able figures, failures will contmue to' occur, 
till the sigus of "For Rent" wiil be placarded 
on the door of almost every other business 
house in the city.—[Birmingham, Ala,, Chroni-
cle. 

The time when the convention is to be held 
is of the first importance in starting the cam-
paign property, and the change in the date 
may be taken*as indicating that the nomimv-
tious and the platform will be made with a 
regard for the principles ou which the can-
vass is to be eouctueted rather than with 
reference to what the opposition may do. 
The supporters of the Cleveland administra-
tion can afford to be bold aud out spoken and 
the first in the lield.—[Boston Post. 

Wheu rail way managers admit that in reg-
ulating the amount of coal to be mined 
nenner the consumers nor the miners are con­
sidered; wben it is known that coal which 
oosts the company Sl.50 a tou at ScbuytkiU 
Haven is sold to the consumer at $6 or $6.50 
in Philadelphia, it becomes apparent thafe 
there is something radical ly wToug. Whethei 
it is in the power of congress to apply the 
remedy is another matter, but the public wiU 
proiit by a thorough ventilation of the facts. 
—[Pittsburg Commercial Gazette. 

The workers—the vast majority of this na­
tion—have asked that congress take the first 
step to free them from the curse of monopoly. 
They have petitioued for the postal telegraph. 
Many politicians stood around on platforms 
previous to the last electioas. saying with all 
their voices: "Just tell us what vou want, 
beioved workingmen, and we'll givo it to you 
much quicker than a new party." Very well, 
ye congressioual windmills, we want the 
postal telegraph; and we are about to spot 
everv* mother's son who votes against i t— 
[Cincinnati United Labor Age. 

The Massachusetts bureau of labor statis-
tics, without troubiing itself with tbe question 
how its figures affecc the favorite protection-
ist argument, presents to the legislature a re­
port which sheds no little light upon the sub­
ject. From this report we learn that there 
are 816,470 wage earuers who average 1.23 
months of idleness every year, and 241,589 
whose average period of idleness during the 
year is 4.11 months. That is to say, a little 
more than 70 per cent of the labor of Massa­
chusetts tinds steady employment all the year 
rouud, while nearly 30 per cent of it is un­
employed for «p>re than four months in the 
year.—[Brooklyn Citizen. 

The Mew York Times examines the policy 
of non-taxing personal property as adv-i*stA= 
by Mayor He w itt. That subject has b i e^ 
considered on divers occasions in this city, 
and the opinions of so many thougbtful men 
accord with those of New York's mayor, tha t 
it is wise to nut the whole tax of commercial 
communities ou real estate. Seventeeu year» 
a g n a New York commission, appoiJ*Stfd to 
revise tax laws, recommended the exemption 
of personal property without avail. Mayor 
Hewitt has been reinforced by a report from 
the Maryland tax commission, in which Pro­
fessor E\v of Johns Hopkius university shows 
the f utility of try ing to collect an equitable 
tnx from "persona! piMperty.—[Bostcn Trans­
er* pt. 

Mexico is about to borrow §50,000,000 fron» 
Berlin haukers. Mexico is one vi the richesb 
countries in the world, both in soi! and in the 
so-ca Med precious mot a Is. I f Dias, who is 
cailcd a great statesmau. w nid. iiistead of 
cal Krig upon Berlin for capital, tap some of 
the exhaust less resourees of the Aztec hills he 
wouid soon W master of fifty times fifty mil­
lions in capital, and his pr op le would be free 
from the tax oi' the b.md li• Tiders. The blind* 
ncss of this ruier and this nation is only 
equaled by our own. With mountaius lined 
with solid silver we gave the whole thing 
away to a few monopolists and ure nov; buy-
inur it back by llit* ponru! aud .st-.-ring it up ia 
the troasury. wtiile we continue ti> pay mill­
ions iu us-ury- every year ou an enormous 
debt.—[Cineiuuati United Laber Age. 

Professor Stuart totichcd vory happily in 
his Shi'redi'ch s*:ecc'i»'6n i •••? gii:*vances from 
which Londoners sulfer. Thi» four million of 
uniaxed ground rents i<« whivh iio referred 
represent a great unused fund for the hap-
piness of the people. Now they mean so 
many palac-s, horsi-s, servautf-, yachts-, pict-
iir>'s, so mtii.'li wiue. s.imany cornf >rts and de-
lights reserved for tiie cnjo\n;ciil of men who 
are toiled aud spun for by the workers. 
They might mean s.> much lijjiit and warmth, 
so much cheap fm d, so many ciieerful audv 
decenfc hornas, so niau.v url ,«j:Jieries, so many 
muscmns, st» many theatci\-. libraries, so 
much rethieiiicut andconiioiL tor the hopeless 
poor, so much t o s prost it ut ion, aud so much 
less criiiii'. Think of Loiuio::—miserable, 
negtecScd, ungoverncd. t-ppressoil London— 
dowered, like a. brifir, wilh this lnagniticcofe 
trcasure!—[London Si.nr. 

Uussia wants to borrow money, and inone» 
lary writrrs ure disciinsinsr her abdity to pay. 
The Finar.ciid Knr.nitwy, in casting up tha 
situation, pro uou nees against [\u- Kussian loan, 
as the taxation "already amounts to fuily $2.50 
per ca pi La per aniuim, which is a heavier 
uurden," says the «'ritic. **ihan is borne by the 
people of any civilized government, in the 
world." This statement muyexclude America-, 
owing to its protective tariff, which is, per­
haps, held to be barbarous; but if America be 
permicted to enter the lists, it is to be seea 
that U'm,QiM.0m -people be assessed $400,000,-
0\K.>, as m isvs, they pay i<i».oij per capita of 
federal tax. The owner »>f a home iu Chicago 
worth §I-,000 pays also .<f'2 for real and $7.05 
for personal tax. In addition he pays about 
tweritv-ei£Ut per cent. average tax on every-
Lhinji he iu.es. Oii a pair of wooieu blankets, 
worth §10, he pays Sl). 13 of tax. A ta* of 
$I2.;i0 per capita is a bagatelle contråsted 
with the average barden the American. 
habitunt bears.—[Chicago Herald. 

It is the duty of the general government in 
all elections for congress or president to pro-
tect, at every cost, the voter and the balJot-
box. It is the duty of every state to reduce 
to a minimum tho opportunities for fraud upon 
the ^itizen or the improper intlueueing of his 

i choke. It is a general and local scandal Lhafe 
j the expenses of the candidate have grown 

beyond 'he means of the poor and honest 
man. No system can be right or safe 
under w Licli the treasuries of the opposing 
parties must be tilied with sums so vast that 
they eijual the ^reat accumuiations of pros-
perous corporatious. The bai lots should be 
printed by the sLate aud distributed at, the 
public cost, under eomliikns wn.ch wouid en-
able the most ignoraa„ . \aer to select his 
ticket witbout help, uud~deposit it with no one 
knowing its contents but himself. Then7 aa 
the reniiblic grows in power aud popul at ion, 
its safety aud perpetuity will be assured by 
keeping pure the cliaiinels through which 
the ever increasing millions of freeman with 
more majestic aud impressive force express 
their will.—[Chauncey Depew's Union league 
speech, Chicago. 
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aff heart 
Uked by the fetta ef 

whlefc ha 

, bvffling eoold he vagt* 
i (oil he waa nePer know* to ehirk, 

Aud ia faet took a laodable pride la 

banflnn are botobe^ and banale a Joh, 
i with eo little caution wiU rob 
; a a d doteetioa are apt to enaue, 

A a d t h e y c e t i a t o trouble whate ver they do. 

A e n a r a thoee who "blow ta* all the 
hoodletheycet» 

A a haprovideot, dranken, «xtravagaiit eet; 
Shheaothoaghtfor the morrow, but spend' 

free, 
•very penny they make la a 

with cur friend£he was thrifty aad 

Wf steady hard work he detennined to rise; 
Sto pnoFiéo for the f uture he beid it a duty, 
Amé aiwaye with prudence iaveeted hu booty. 

• e h y no i l , tfarift and ;temperancen—as any 
•sjocan, 

JAasacthhetook rank aa a real "Mlf-made 

at ease he lired thea, 
«sample to rising young men. 

aftlengtb. the good burglar departed 
life, 
no relations, no children, or wif e, 

all his funds to benevolent 

nouraed by a very large circle of 

ihair-brained peopie—more foollsh than 

i a rery ridiculous fad— 
• tall ve tha t burgling bouses by night, 

Teatietolnjure society, and cannot be right! 

ay that i t rob» the industrious man, 
T o earich tbose who live un a different plan; 
They call the poor Lard-working burglar a 

spoiler, 
»appropriates wealth t å a t is wrung from 

the toiler. 

i little sketch I've endeavored toTshow, 
i the facts «f the case, that tbis cannot 
be so 

T o prove t ha t tiie burglar is far from a curse, 
As without him the social conditiou were 

worse. 

I f men did not oft-ea se r rich iu iliis way, 
Couid they give aud spend inoney so iuvishly, 

say* 
Were the praeiieed abolished,'will^some one 

tell now, 
They could cliariiies, cliarches a ad æissions 

endow! 

Till the peopie who talk anti-burglary cant, 
Can show whø-d supply such a recognized 

«rant, 
And furnish the wealth which the burglars 

BOW make, 
rorld little sfcock in tlieir nonsense will 
take. 

«HB TAX ON BUILDINGS. 

i vecent raessage of Mayor Hewi t t to 
t h e N e w York board of alderaien urg ing 
thenhrogation of taxes on personal prop­
e r t y deserves a consideration not likely to 
he g iven to i t by the body to which i t was 
«ddnased. The propositien runs counter 
t o Hie prejudices of manj-, btit no one can 
deny the practical faiiure of all a t iempte 
t o levy a proport ionate t ax on personal 
property. Goveraor Hiil in his latest 
mesaage u rges the legisiature to make 
further provision for a large increase in 
t h e *ssessed value of such pnmerty , but 
feeprudently refrains from a t tempt ing to 
point out ap rac t i cab le method forsecur-
i n g t h e o b j e c t sought . Tiie t r u th is that 
adl human experience is agains t such a 
g y t — n , a n d common sense demands t h a t 
i t shall be abandoned. The declaration 
that a faiiure to t ax personal property 
permita t hose claiming t he largest meas-
ure of proteet ioa f rora the s ta te to escape 
their j u s t s h a r e o f the public burden Ls not 
justihed by experience, for it has been 
found t h a t a iairly assessed tax on real 
«state reaches every citizen of a commu-
ai ty aad falls as a rule most heavily on 
those wlio have most. So far a i tbis is 
a o t true, t h e faiiure of equitable adjust-
m e n t of public hurdens t i irough a t ax on 
real estate is due to tiie neglect to carry to 
ite logical conclusion the proposal to ex-
empt t i ie products of industry from tax­
a t ion . T h e a rgumen t in the mayor*s mes­
s a s * t h a t t h e abolitionof taxes oa personal 
property will s t imulate t h e concentrat ion 
of wealth in New York and, by making 
the c i ty richer, enable its peopie to bear 
aaore easily t i ie taxat ion on real es ta te is 
aaound one , bu t it is not pushed by Mr. 
Hewitt to i ts logicai conclusion. 

Tiie annual valuation of taxable prop­
an t i ie city for the y e a r 1887 was 

fMIW#S40,633, of which f 1,254,491,849 was 
•aamafrt o n lands and buildings and $253,-
laftJBlé o n personal property. The in-
cneaes o n real estate was $50~o50,784 and 
o n personal property $36,121,593, giving a 
total increase of $86,672,377. The per-
centageof increase on personal property 
M n u c h g rea ter t h a n t h a t on real estate, 
y e t i t i s evident a t a glance t h a t the val­
uation of personal property is still ridicu-
lously inadequate. In comment ing on this 
t n bia message t h e mayor said t h a t his a t -
tention had been called to specific under 
vmbjations by cer ta in eommissioners, bu t 
o n careful examinat ion of t he facts he 
had oonciuded t l iat no good results could 
h e bad by r emoving theomcers complained 
of, aince new omcers would find them-
aeives oompelled to pursue the same course. 
A s S matter of fact, t he ways in which 
personal property can be removed beyond 
the jorisdict ion of loeal t a x omcers a re so 
liumerous t h a t t he la t te r a r e practically 
oompelled to m a k e j u s t about such valua-
t ions of t h e property a s its owner will can-
• e n t t o have made. The inevitable effact 
o f such a n a r r angemen t is to pave t h e way 
for falsehoods a m o n g t a x payers a n d c o r -
rupt ionon the p a r t of t a x omcers. 

Theannual report of t he eommissioners 
of taxesandassessments, m a d e J u l y 1,1887, 

that the increase of $50,550,784 in 
\ assessment over that of the 

prerloun year waa distributed Irregularlv 
ihrougliout the whole city, ranging from 
•110,7118 in the Fourth ward to $24,081,575 
ln t h e Twelfth ward, The principal in-
ereaae was ia t he last named ward, which 
indudas t h e whole northern part of Man­
hattan Island from Eighty-sixth street to 
Bpuyten Duyvel creek, and embraces all 
Harlem. The next largest Increase was in 
t h e Nineteenth ward, which embraces all 
that part of t he city east of Eighth avenue 
and Central park between Fortieth and 
Eighty-sixth stråets, a n d the next was in 
t h e Twenty-second ward, which includes 
t h e corresponding territory west of E ighth 
avenue and Central park. The Fourth 
ward, where there was the least increase 
in value, is bounded by Ferry and Cath-
erine streets, Park row (formerly Cha tham 
street) and the East river. It will thus be 
seen that the great increase in value was 
in that portion of the island north of 
Fortieth street The report says that the 
increase in valuations was "chiefly at-
t r ibutable to the erection and completion 
of new buildings and the appreciation of 
real estate." To what other causes it 
could have been attributed it would be dim-
cult to say. The total number of new 
buildings, given in t he report by wards, 
w a s 8,568, and this flgure, t h e eommission­
ers say, is incomplete because it "does not 
embrace m a n y new buildings where old 
ones have been demolished and where new 
ones a re in progress.** 

The report thus continues: 

In the Twenty-second ward 668 new build­
ings and an increase in the assessed valua­
tions of about $10.000,000 indicates that there 
has been only a small iucrease in the assess-
ment of the land, while in the Twelfth ward 
1,500 new buildings and an increase in the 
assessed values of over $24,000,000 would in-
dicate that a vciy large increase has been 
made in the land; and in the Nineteenth ward 
an increase of nearly $7,000,000 with only 871 
new buildings would iudicate a still greater 
increase in the old valuation, which is probably 
not tue case, as the buildings are of a more 
costly character. Out of the 113 new build­
ings in the Twenty-fourth ward only one was 
brick and cost about $4,500, the others being 
frame and ha ving an average assessment ot 
€1,000 eaeh. In the Twenty-third ward there 
are 2SS new buildings, about oue-half of which 
are brie1*, haviug an average assessment of 
$o,000 each, the other half beinjf frame with 
au average asses? nent of $800 each. 

W e have here but two instances, both in 
the annexed district nor th of the Har lem 
river, in which any a t t e m p t is made to in-
dicate how far the increased assessment is 
due to t he erection of new buildings. The 
ma t t e r is one deserving more careful con­
sideration and invesligation. The coiu-
missioners a t t empt to guess a t t he cou-
nection between building operations and 
increased iu*sessments iu the Twelfth, 
Nineteenth and Twenty-second wards, but 
thei r conjecrures have no value since they 
do not a^ree with the figures. The build-
ing bureau puts the number of new build-
inijs erected during the year 1886 a t 4,097 
and values theni a t $58,750.733, and the 
number for 18S7 at 4,374, valued a t $67,-
068,020. I t also reports a i terat ions and im-
provements costing nearly $14,000,000 
during the two years. As these fig-ures a re 
based on the e.stimates of architects and 
builders submitted a t the t ime the applica­
tion for a permit is made. they cannot be 
depended on as an accurate s ta tement of 
the cost of buildings, but they certainly 
indiciite t h a t the vaiue of new buildings 
erected between Ju iy 1, 18S6, and J u l y 1. 
1.S87, must have formed a very important 
element in the increased assessment of 
real estate. If in cousidering the report 
of tiie tax eommissioners we were to 
assume t h a i the whole iucrease is due to 
the erection of new butldiugs, and esti-
mate on tha t basis the cost of each struct-
ure, we should find t ha t in the Twelfth 
ward it would be $ 16.054. in t he Nineteenth 
f 18.107, and in the Twenty-second $14,756. 
There is little if anyth ing iu these tigures 
to indicate t h a t a greater increase was 
made m t h e valuation of bare land in the 
Twelfth t h a n in the Nineteenth ward. In 
fact the specilic statement» by the eom­
missioners as to the value of new build­
ings in t he annexed district atford the only 
evidence given in the report t ha t the whole 
increase in t he assessnient is not due to the 
erection of new buildings.-

Ti»e t ax eommissioners give the number 
of new buildings by assessment districts, 
which districts, in some instances, embrace 
several wards, and in others only one. 
Assuming t h a t the whole increase in the 
assessment is due to t he erection of new 
buildings, the average cost of each new 
building in t h e several districts would be 
as follows: 

Increased 
Wards. sssessment . 

X, Z, Ot *« O, v . . . . . « » 

7,10,11.18, 17. 
9 , if, **1 '-*) - • • • • • • • • • • 

i * . * • • • • » • • » • • • » * • * « • • 

1 0 . * • • • • • • * > * « • • • • • • • 

1 3 . * a • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • 

! • / • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

« V | » X * • • • « « • • • • • • • * • * 

• £ • ) • • • « • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

2n***«»* * • • • • • • » • • « • • 

S2,0«0,S22 
1,857.584 
1,486,474 

24,081,575 
855,403 
617,243 

6,717,485 
1.53S.800 
«,856,997 
1,410,83? 

567^70 

Number of 
new build­

ings. 
37 

830 
76 

1,500 
63 
47 

871 
53 

663 

m-s 113 

Cost of 
each build­

ing. 
•36.194 

5,6» 
19,546 
16,054 
5,413 

13,133 
18,107 
29,034 
14,756 
4,893 
6.0S5 

Whole city $50.550,786 8.563 $14,168 

These variat ions in value are no t re­
markable, since the first district includes 
t he whole city south of Canal street, where 
none but costly business buildings are 
erected, the third district the terri tory be­
tween Canal and Fourteenth streets from 
the Bowery to the North river, the Twen-
tieth and Twenty-first waids t he whole 
area between the East and .North rivers 
from Twenty-sixth to For t ie th streets, and 
the Twelfth, Nineteenth and Twenty-sec­
ond wards, the whole island nor th of 
Fortieth s t r ee t The four districts show-
ing a lo w average value of new buildings 
lie, one on the east side between the Bow­
ery and the East river and Cathar ine and 
Fourteenth streets, another on the west 
side between Fourteenth and Twenty-
sixth streets and the other two north of 
the Harlem. The first of t h e m is notably 
the region of t enement houses and rook-
eries. The variation in t h e value of land 
in tiie several districts also corresponds 
with the variations in the value of build­
ings erected there . Fo r instance, in t he 
first district t h e total assessment is $234,-
903,478 while in the second district, with a 
larger area, it is but $95,908,449. Costly 
buildings only a re as a rule erected on 
high priced land. Taking all t he facts to-
gether it can be safely assumed tha t , what -
ever t h e increase here and there in t he 
valuation of unimproved property, the in­
creased assessnient in t h e city fell shor t of 
the ac tual value of the new buildings 
erected, and a comparison of the figures of 

t he building bureau wi th those of the t ax 
eommissioners show t h a t this is a lways 
the case. Dur ing the fifteen years from 
1873 to 1867, inclusive, the aggregate in­
crease in assessment was $477,-
885.204, while during t he same pe-
riod the building bureau reported 
the value of new buildings a t $491,145,351, 
and the value of bet terments and repairs a t 
$63,781,508, mak ing a total of $554,926,750. 
Unfortunately these flgure do not truly 
renresent the ac tual cost of buildings and 
improvements , since, as has been said, 
they are based on t he applications of 
builders and t he est imates of the archi­
tects, and t he omcers of the bureau say 
t h a t o w i n g to failures, abandonment of 
plans and delay in work, the total number 
of new buildings as reportrd by the bureau 
i susua l ly about twenty- two per cent more 
than the number actual ly erected. If this 
deduction were made from the reported 
cost of new buildings for the past fifteen 
years i t would leave a valuation of $433,-
207,820, which is but little short of tiie 
total increase in the assessment for t ha t 
period, while t he fact is tha t the deduction 
for uncompleted buildings ought not to be 
so g rea t for the longer period, and the ad-
ditions to t axab le values included in the 
i tems of bet terments and repairs would 
br ing t he total value of buildings up to a 
sum considerabiy in excess of the aggre­
g a t e increase in assessments. I t seems 
to me unquestionable tha t the value of 
buildings erected dur ing t he past fifteen 
years exceeded the total increase in the as­
sessed value of real estate dur ing tha t 
period, and t h a t the increase in the valua­
tion of bare ground tha t has been made 
dur ing t h a t t ime has béen compensated by 
a lowering of the assessment on dilapidated 
and decayingJmproved property. 

This j^emons t ra tes t ha t the enormous 
increase in taxa t ion dur ing t he past fifteen 
years has fallen al most exclusively on 
those who have had the enterprise and 
public spirit to erect needed structures, 
and t h a t t he system of taxat ion which 
thus imposes a heavy fine on the erection 
of new buildings encourages the holding 
vacant of building lots for speculative 
purposes while it pu t s a premium on the 
preservation of those dilapidated and de-
caying s t ructures t ha t a r e t he special 
curse of the tenement house districts. 
Fur the r examinat ion into t he workings of 
this s t range and deplorable system shows 
t h a t th is result is deliberately brought 
about , t he assessors invariably discrimi-
na t ing aga ins t iraproved property and in 
favor of the holding of vacant land. Last 
April eighteen lots belonging to the estate 
of the late President Arthur , and situated 
on 147th street, between Tenth and St. 
Nicholas avenues, were sold a t auction for 
$95.475, an average price of $5,300 per lot» 
They were assessed a t $1,500 each—that is 
twenty-eight per cent of their auction 
value. An examinat ion made at t ha t 
t ime to see if this was a fair test of the 
proportion borne by assessed values showed 
tha t vacant lots sold a t auction a t the real 
estate exchange were assessed a t from 31 
to 48 per cent of their auction price while 
improved property was assessed a t from 
54 to 75 per cent of its auction value. I t 
is geneeally understood tha t it is the aim 
of the assessors to value improved prop­
er ty a t two-thirds of its t rue worth and 
vacant lots a t one-half the i r actual worth. 
An even greater discrimination is made in 
favor of those who hold truets of land tha t 
they have no t yet divided in to building 
lots. 

The result of this discrimination can be 
seen by t racing its operation on two ad-
joining vacant lots worth, say, $20,000 
each. They would be assessed a t $10,000 
each, and a t the tax ra te for 1887, .0216, 
each would pay $218. Let us suppose tha t 
the owner of one of these lots determines 
to build a house on it eosting $10,000. The 
assessor will prompt ly t ake note of the 
improvement and apply Xhe system al-
readv described to the new valuation. The 
two properties will tlienceforth be taxed 
as foliows: 

Land... 

Unimproved 
property. 

820,000 Land.. 
Huuse. 

Improved 
property. 

. . . . $20,000 

. . . . 10.00(1 

Total. . . • 8SO.OU0 
Assessment a t one- Assessment at twQ-

half its value $10,000 thirds its value... $20,000 
Taxat.0216 $216 Taxat.0216 $432 

Though the enterprising builder hås in­
creased the value of his property but one-
thii-d, he will find tha t his tax has been 
doubled, because in the new assessment the 
land as well as the hpuse will be valued a t 
two-thirds of its probable seiling pricn. 
He is thus subjected to a fine for adding 
to t h e wealth of the community. Now 
and then, perhaps, the owner of the va­
cant lot niay be subjected to a slight in­
crease in assessment on the ground tha t 
bis neighbor's activity has added some-
th ing to the value of his own lot, but the 
proportion remains about as stated in t he 
illustration. Such a system is against pub­
lic policy, and tends to restrict building 
operations, thus forcing u p rents and pro-
moting overcrowding. 

The assumption in this illustration tha t 
the building is worth bu t half the price 
of the land is not made merely for pur­
poses of convenience, but is a moderate 
estimate of the relative value of buildings 
and land in the built up portion of t h e 
city. I t is quite common to assume tha t 
these values are nearly equal, but there 
is no war ran t for such an assumption. 
Only h igh priced baildings, except for 
some temporary purpose, are erected on 
costly ground. Even the most valuable 
of down-town business buiidinsrs are worth 
as a rule less than the ground on which 
they are built. Some of the finest business 
s t ructures in the world have been erected 
on the t ract of sixteen acres form evlj-
known as " t h e Shoemaker 's field," and ex-
tending eastward from Broadway half a 
block beyond Will iam street and southerly 
from A n n street to Maiden låne. The new 
building of the Mutual life insursuice com­
pany is situated on this t rac t and it is one 
of t h e few buildings tha t exceed in value 
the land on which they a re built. While 
Wa l l street was the nor thern boundary of 
New York city, the slioemakers, who then 
tanned their own leather, were driven out 
into the country to do tlieir tanning, and 
these sixteen acres were given to five of 
them for a tan yard. In 1696 the lands 
were divided into five parts , one of which 
became t h e property of John Harberdinck, 
" m e r c h a n t and cordwainer." This prop­
er ty was bequeathed by Harberdinck to 

the Pro tes tan t Dutch church of the city of 
New York, which still retaius i t The 
church draws a t least $120,000 a year in 
ground rents from this fifth par t of 
the old field, and the whole property 
must now be yielding easily $600,000 in 
ground rents to its varioos owners. The 
bare ground is thereiore worth $13,000,-
000. No one examining the property will 
estimate tha t the buildings tåken al to-
gether are worth half of tha t sum. The 
Evening Post building s tands on ground. 
leased from the Dutch church a t a n a n n u a l 
ground rent of $31,000 for twenty-one 
vears, to be increased a t the renewal of 
the lease to $35."000, au average of $33,000 
a year for forty-two years. This indicates 
tha t the land is valued a t $000,000 and the 
building is probably not worth more t h a n 
half t h a t sum. A much smal ler lot on the 
corner of Broadway and John street was 
recently leased by the same estate to 
Austin Corbin for a ground rent of $18,000, 
the lessee coutract ing to erect thereon a 
building to cost $200,000. This is, of 
course, only a little more than half the 
value of the lot, which is $C60,000. These 
buildings. when the second is completed, 
will be much more costly s tructures t han 
any of those between them facing on 
Broadway, and, keeping these facts in 
mind, a look a t those two blocks will con-
vince any observer t ha t even on lower 
Broadway the land mus t be worth more 
than twice as much as the buildings 
erected on it. Taking the t r a c t / a s a 
whole this is even more apparent , and it is 
therefore a safe assumption tha t in the 
business portion of the city the land is 
worth twice as much as the buildings. 
The illustration given as to the results of 
the exist ing system of taxation hold good, 
therefore, as to the whole city; Where 
the building is worth more than half t he 
value of the land the injustice is, however, 
even greater. 

There is one simple but suificient remedy 
t ha t will put an end to this injustice, and 
tha t remedy is to take the tax off build­
ings. In order to do this a new assess­
ment mus t be made under a iaw tha t will 
compel the assessors to value every inchof 
land within the city limits a t its actual 
seiling price. Unti i this is done these 
values cannot be accurately ascertained, 
but even from theinsuflicient da ta a t hand 
it is possible to avrive a t an approximation 
of land values tha t is sufliciently accurate 
to serve as a basis for calculating tiie ra te 
of taxation under such a system and show-
ing its results. I t would, of course, be 
obvlousiy unfair to base any estimate of 
the value of the 20,500 acres of land within 
the city limits oa the revenues derived 
from the-sixteen acres ouce consti tuting 
" t he Shoemaker 's field." There is, how­
ever, another corporate estate tha t does 
offer a singuiarly fair basis for a reasonable 
estimate. The Randall farm of twentv-
one acres was bequeathed in 1801 by 
Robert Richard Randali to trustees to pro-
vide for the establishment and maintenance 
of Sailors" Snug Harbor. The estate lies 
in the hear t of the city, and extends from 
a point on Four th avenue above Tenth 
street by an irregular line to a point on 
Fifth avenue below Ninth street, thence 
down Fifth avenue to Waver ly place, along 
that place one block and thence back, by 
another irregular line, to Fourth avenue 
above E igh th s t reet and up Four th 
avenue to the place of beginning. 
The northern line crosses Broadway at 
Tenth street and the southern line crosses 
it at Astor piace. On the property stand 
S t ewar f s uv* town store, the Sinclair 
house, the large clothing house a t Broad­
way and Astor place, Dodd, Mead & Co.'s 
bookstore, Dauiels*s dry goods store, the 
Brevoort house, a row of handsome resi-
dences on North Washington square and 
a few other notable buildings, bu t the 
greater part of tiie tweuty-one acres is 
covered with threo and four story private 
dwellings and boarding houses and a num­
ber of retail shops. The Broadway prop­
e r t y is less vaiuabte than sim ilår property 
south of Gran il street or nor th of Union 
square. The private residences on Wash­
ington square and Fifth avenue are less 
valuable then similar residences further up 
the last named avenue, while the remain-
ing property in the t rac t s tands as to value 
midway between tha t in the districts iu-
habited hy the poor and those occupied by 
the well-to-do peopie who live on the uum-
bered streets from Twenty-third to Forty-
second streets. The property is acknowl-
edged by all whose attention has been di-
rected to the subj eet as iairly representing 
the average value of the whole body of 
real estate Iving beiow Fortv-second street. 

As this is a ground rent estate held by 
trustees for a public purpose, we have 
some definite facts on which to base an 
estimate, the law requiring a public re­
port of revenues and expenditures. The 
revenues of tite estate increased from 
$4,243 in 1800 to .$325,092.50 in 1886, of 
which last sum §298.127 was derived from 
rents. This was increased b}- the falling 
in of leases, and the ground rents derived 
f rora the tract in 1887 were more than 
$300,000, showing the actual value of the 
land to be over $0,000,000, on which the 
tenants paid not oulv a ground rent of 
live per cent, but aiso city «taxes a t .0216 
on two-thirds of the total value of both 
houses and lands, which, as has been 
shovvn, would make the assessment about 
equal to the value of. the land alone. Thus 
these peopie al ter paying ground rents to 
the aniQunt. of $300,000 a year pay city 
taxes amount ing to $129.000. Under a 
system ot* taxation that exempted "build­
ings from assessment their taxes woidd 
not be increased, and would probably be 
lowered, and those of them holding long 
leases wouui be •encouraged^to build. 

The whole area included within the city 
limits of New York is 28,500 acres, of 
which 14,000 acres are on Manhat tan 
island, and 3,005 of these lie south of 
Forty-second street. The 21 acres of the 
Randail farm constitute therefore the one 
onehundred aud eighty-sixth pa r t of the 
area below Forty-second st reet. As this 
part Ls worth $0,000,000, the bare land be­
low Forty-second street is worth 186 times 
$6,000,000, or -$1,110,000,000. The assess­
men t shows tha t about forty per cent of 
the total value of real estate lies above 
Forty-second street, which would indicate 
that t he value of all bare land in the city 
is about $1,860,000,000. This shows tha t , 
tak ing t he city as a whole, the bare land is 
actually wor th more t h a n t he present as­
sessed value of land and buildings, and a 

simple calculation will show tha t if it 
were assessed a t its seiling value a t ax 
ra te of .0174 would yicld å sum larger 
than that now obtained by a tax rate of 
.0216 ou an assessment of §1,254.491,849. 

Apply this ra te to the two lots al ready 
cited by way of illustration and we shall 
see t h e results of the change. A t present 
the vacant lot worth $20,000 is assessed a t 
$10.000, and pays a tax of $210, and the 
house and lot together, worth $30,000, pay 
a tax of $432, the total tax on both prop­
erties being $648. Under the system pro-
posed each lot would be assessed a t its true. 
value—$20,000, and the t ax on each would 
be $348, yielding $69G on both properties. 
There would be a sa ving in taxes to the 
owner of the improved property of $84 a 
year, while the tax on the vacant lot 
would be advanced $132 a year. The iu­
crease in revenue thus shown would not 
be general th roughout the cily, for, in the 
instance supposed, the vacant lot is in the 
improved portion of the city and above 
the general average value of vacant lots. 
In this case the property taicen for the pur­
pose of illustration consists of two lots of 
land worth together four times as much as 
{he building erected on one of them, 
whereas t h e fact probably is tha t in the 
city as a whole the land is worth between 
two and three times as much as the aggre­
ga t e value of the buildings. Kence, 
though the increase of taxat ion on 
vacant lots would be general, it would 
not be so notable iu the districts 
where buildings are scarce as it would be 
in the instance cited, and the total of taxes 
would not be increased. Such instances 
as tha t used in illustration are by no means 
rare, however, in t he built up portion of 
the city and they serve as well as any to 
show the results of exempting buildings 
from taxation. The two properties would 
now pay the same tax , tha t on the im­
proved property being lessened and tha t 
on the vacant lot being sensibly increased. 
Holding land idle for a rise would a t once 
become less profitable, and" the adyance in 
seiling value would have to be very rapid 
indeed to make good the interest on the 
investment and the largely increased 
taxes. In the instance cited the owner of 
the house and lot worth $30,000 could a t 
a very moderate est imate readily r en t the 
property for $2,500 a year. But of this 
he mus t a t present pay §432 a3Tear in 
taxes, and, allowing $268 for maintenance 
and insurance, he would still have left 
$1,800, or six per cent interest on his total 
investment . The reduction of $84 iu his 
taxes under the new system would doubt-
less be added to his profits until competi-
tion compelled h im to remit it to the 
tenant . 

On the o ther hand the addition of $132 
to the t a x on t h e vacant lot would be so 
sensibly felt by the speculator who was 
holding it idle tha t it woidd bring a pres-
sure on him to build or to seil to some one 
who would do so. He would be under an 
annual expense of $1,200 for interest and 
$348 for taxes, or §1,548, all out-go, while 
his neighbor would be enjoying whatever 
advantage the speculator was receiving 
from the increase in land values while re­
ceiving interest on his investment and 
somethiug more. The restdt would be 
that even those who wished to invest in 
lands for the sake of securing the increase 
in values due to t he growth of population 
would lind tha t they could not profitabiy 
do so unless they pu t the land to use dur­
ing the period of waiting. The effect on 
those specuiators who make a business of 
buying and seiling land without any 
thought of holding it for any grea t length 
of time. migh t and probably would be em-
barrassing, but tha t is a mat te r t ha t only 
concerns such persons. I am not aware 
of any real service tha t they have ren-
dered to the public t h a t would justify them 
in asking tha t we should forego the advan­
tage of a great and beneficeut reform for 
their sake. 

The ellect of the change in the case 
cited would doubtless be to cause the 
erection of another §10,000 house on the 
vacant lot. One result of this would 
probably be that the owner of th'? house 
al ready built would remit to his lenant the 
nearly $100 saved on his tax bill, thus 
making the rent $2,400 a year, there now 
being two houses where before there was 
hut one, and after this concession the 
owner wouid still retain six per cent on his 
investment. But money safery invested 
cannot now* command six per cent inter­
est. Capital is éager to invest in good 
mortgages at four per cent and in govern­
ment bonds a t three per cent. The forc­
ing into use of land now held vacant 
would great ly promote building operations 
and capital would tend to ward investment 
in tha t form of industry so long as the 
assurance of a clear income of four per 
cent from such investment continwed. 
Enterprising builders could easily bor&w 
money lor building operations and land 
owners wouid be less ready t h a n they now 
are to raise their price with each suc-
cessive iuquiry by a possible purchasur. 
On the contrary, they woulrf- be forced to 
devise schemes to induce peopie to build on 
even such land as they still desired to hold 
lor a rise. Capitalists seeking investment s 
would also be tempted to enter so promis­
ing a field for thexnselves. All these 
things would tend to force down the al-
iowance of six per cent on the investment 
to iour per cent,and in the case cited, instead 
of $1,800 on a §30,000 property, the interest 
would be §1,200, a decreaseol £tr00, or one-
iourth on the §2,400 rent paid by the ten­
ant after the new system had first begim 
to make itsclf feit. W h a t a reduction of 
twenty-five per cent in rents to the peopie 
of New York would meau it i.s ditflcuit to 
s tate without appear ing to indulge in wiid 
exaggeration. The ground rents alone, 
over and above taxes, musi be at leasi 
$78,120,000 at current rates, and the hire 
of houses in addition would easily bring 
the total paid by New York tenants up to 
$100,000,000 a year. A reduction of one-
fourth in this would.amount to $25,000,0u0 
annual sa ving. a sum but about $10,uuu,-
000 short of the total estimated expense of 
conducting the city government during 
the yea r 1888. 

Of course, practical experience might 
fall short of a result so wonuerful, but 
there can be noquest ion tha t the téndency 
would be toward the multipiication of 
houses and cheaper rents. The suggestion 
tha t the increased taxes on land wouid 
cause a reduction in its seiling price and a 
corresponding increase in the tax rate , in 

order tha t the necessary a m o u n t migh t be 
collected, docs not in the least mil i tate 
against t h e theory advanced in this article. 
Such a result would only increase tlie de-
sire to bring the land into use, and there ia 
no reason to suppose tha t if t he whoh» 
island of Manhat tan were buil t upon ten­
an t s could not be found who would gladly 
pay the ground tax and a good interest on 
the cost of the buildings. The exemption 
of buildings from taxat ion cannot fail te 
lower rents, since it would not merely re-
move one of the present obstacles to build­
ing operations, but it would e;reatly s t imu-
late the multipiication of stores and dwell­
ings. An increase in tiie t ax on the land 
could not be shifted to tlie tenants , be­
cause, as we have seen, the effect of such 
increase would be to compel the use of any 
land still held idie a t t he t ime of its im-
position. A t ax on houses, on the 
other hand, like any other t ax 
on the products of industry, clearly 
tends to limit production unt i i t he 
price rises to a flgure tha t will cover both 
cost aud tax. Fur thermore , the reraoval 
of the tax on buildings will encourage im­
provement in a portion of t h e city now, in 
spite of its proximity to grea t business 
thoroughfares, given over to crowded tene­
ment houses and uusightly rookeries. T h a t 
portion of the city ly ing between Four­
teenth and Cather ine st ieets , and east of 
Broadway, is as well situated for whole-
sale business as any other, ye t it is very 
largely given up to t h e meanes t kinds of 
teuemeuts , such as are found on Mott and 
Mulberry streets, and even on Crosby s t reet 
within a short block of Broadway. Assess­
ments remain low and improvements mea-
ger in the grea te r p a r t of the district sim-
piy because overcrowding has been m a d e 
profitable there; and the erection of a b e t t e r 
class of buiidings would largely increase 
assessments and taxes. T h e transfer of 
taxes to land in this district woidd facilitate 
the widening of E im street, lead, possibiy, 
to the opening of o ther thoroughfares , and 
encourage the erection of business build­
ings. Such a change would do \ n u c h 
toward improving t h e hea l th and morals 
of the city. 

The.-effect of tiie simple change t h a t I 
propose will be to cause t h e land in al l 
par ts of the city, to be p u t to t h e best a n d 
most profitable use. I t will cause build­
ings to spr ing up all over t h e island, and 
tend to subst i tute business houses for tene-
ments in all t h e l o w e r ^ a r t s of t h e city; 
and when the whole island is once covered 
with buildings and necessary public park9 
the movement toward t h e annexed dis­
trict will be na tura l and uniform, and it , 
too, will. be regmar iy built up and it will 
a t once pay to give it as good facilities for 
communication wi th t h e o the r par t s of t h e 
city as a re now enioyed by Har lem. 

The sys tem is one demanding no revo-
lut ionary change in our xnethods of taxa­
tion. I t is t h e settled policy of the s ta te 
and city to throw t h e chief burden of tax­
ation for local purposes on real estate. 
The a t t emp t to include personal property 
in the assessment has practically failed. 
Mayor H e w i t f s a r g u m e n t t h a t t h e aban­
donment of this a t t e m p t will so add to the 
concentration of wealth in New York t ha t 
real estate values will rise, applies wi th 
much grea ter force to the proposition t o 
relieve buildings from taxat ion. I have 
shown tha t there seems to be a studied de­
sign under the exist ing system to dis-
courage building operat ions, but tha t , not-
withstanding this, t h e numerous building» 
erected dur ing t h e pas t fifteen yea r s have 
had to bear t he whole increase in t axa ­
tion. Is it not, therefore, c lear t h a i 
a reversar of this policy would, by s t imu-
lat ing building, m a k e the land easily able 
to bear largely increased taxa t ion if such 
became necessary? When the whole a rea 
within the city limits shall have been built 
up it cannot ma t t e r to real estate owners 
whether the taxes a r e levied on lands and 

•houses or on land alone. Meau while, 
dur ing the period of the city's g rowth , 
it is a mat te r of serious concem 
to the communi ty tha t near ly t h e 
whote burden of increased taxat ion 
is thrown on those who have t h e enter­
prise to engage in building operations. 
Such a s3'stera is unequal and unjust. I t 
puts a fine on enterprise and encourages 
sloth and inaction. It promotes no good 
end, aud, in the interest of a very few, 
militates agains t the obvious interests of 
tiie business men and the working peopie. 
All these things can be remedied by 
the simple expedient of exempt ing build­
ings from taxation. The change t h u s 
brought about would have t he most im­
portant and far reaching results. I t would 
open new opportunit ies for the safe and 
beneticent investment of capital . I t would 
give aciive employment to a numerous 
body of mechanics and laborers. I t would 
lower the taxes of the m a n who lives in 
his own house and reduce the rents of all 
who li ire houses, flats or stores. I t would 
tend to the destruction of rookeries, and, 
by SL-attermg population over a wider area , 
it would relieve overcrowding. At a t ima 
when public at tention is directed to t h e in-
eideinal results of taxation it ought not to 
be diliicult to secure consideration of the 
effect of exempting houses from the taxes 
now levied upon them. 

W M . T. CEOASDAUB. 

T i i e " W a o i i Yai-il C h a r i t y " i n " jLnotfcer 
Sil inpe. 

Georgia Corr«.'5p.",n'lent Hinne Journal. 
Tim i;iil at. Thomas ville was not near large 

enoufrli uutii a new plan of punisbnaent was 
adopted. The colored roujjhs comraitted 
se.ali <>n>ases for the very purpose of gettm«» 
itjto prison, and in tliut way obtaioing fooel 
and sh:'iter, and ai tlie same time "dohv* nuf-
iiii." N^t so now. The tov/u council mot and 
,i:i* ptod [•:<;• resolution that prisoners should 
hr m:ide t:> \\r>rk, utid thut is how the "cbaia 
2-Ltu<r'! csrino into exislence. You will see 
; • - - > 

r , .-w , . f oolo - . - iored men repairing the roads and 
en: ag. d in other public* works on the high-
v. uy. .They wesir u striped uniform after the 
p-vvuiiiucr fashion ut our Sing Sing. The two 
k-;_rs <.>t" each man eve hekl ciose euough to-
.jviher by iroa «.-ham--. ro prevent the action of 
r::::rj;n:r b;it yet :.lf.-.rd him su ff! dent free-
d.m to move iiLviitt and make himself 
usetul with piclc und shovel. I t is a 
noVL-i skli t for a stranger to ineefc one of 
these ga.i-s on the roiid, aud the dank of the 
k-ukcd iron links has a stranjre and weird 
sound. To their credit be it said, tlie men are 
ashamed of their public dis^race, and the 
Thomasville prisqn is now lar^e enougb to 
hold the apphcauts for admission. ^ a k i n " 
the negro work and making of him a publio 
show have had good effect. Such a plan is of 
course not ftasibie for cities, but ic might bo 
adopted with a degree of success in thinly 
popula: ed districts of northern states. Trampa 
give Ih^rnasvilie a wide berth. if ons of the 
genus unwittiugly wanders that way he ia 
given his choice; he must leave or ioia the 
cham gang and work for toirty daya. 
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THE FIRST STEP. 
MomUm. Tex.. Imbar Echo. 

Tbe proposition to be discussed in this article 
Js t l » t tbe first stcp toward (he adoption of 
t b e Henry George tbeory—which. here in Texas 
te the passage of a eonstitutional amendment, 
exempting personal property and improve­
ments on land from taxation andrequirinc: al l 
d ireet taxes to be icvied on land values only—• 
would result in reducin** taxes on farms and 
fconesteads from twenty t o c ighty per cent 
annnally without in any way increasing the 
fcurdens of indirect taxation, white the relief 
•f lbrded by exempting all produots of industry 
from taxation would wonderfully stimulate 
• v e r y enterprise giving eraployment to Jabor. 

B y tbe excmption of improvements on land 
from taxation is meant the exemptiou from 
taxation of all vaiucs placed upon land by the 
application to it of human industry, such as 
va lnes resulting from breaking up the wild sod, 
clearing land aud rcducmg it to cultivation, 
a s well a s such improvements as fences and 
buildings. I t means the collection of no more 
t a x on farms aud bomesteadsthan is collected 
from uniraproved vacant lots and lands ad 
Joining of equal value, exclusive of improve-
tnents. 

The first step is the practical matter to be 
discussed at present, and in considcring it one 
aeed not inqmre into any of the succeedinjr 
s leps, nor iuquire as to whether i t would be 
Just or expcdient to raise the tax on laud 
values t o the point a t which the community 
would appropriaie for the «rood of all the en-
tire unearned increment produced by all. 

I t i s urged as an objection to the first step 
that if personal property and improvements 
on land were exempt from taxation, and if 
cpeculators were made to pay as mucb in 
taxes for the privilege of excluding capital 
and labor from the use of land, as farmers, 
merchants and manufacturers are required to 
pay for the privilege of employing labor on 
lands of equal value, the owners of improved 
real estate would in the end have a arealer 
t a x bill to settle than bcfore, because, it is 
urged, no one could then alford to hold land 
in idleness and pay the increased tax on it, 
and bence, that all vacant land would at 
once revert to the s tå le for non-payment of 
taxes, thereby coinpelling the owners of im 
proved lauds to bear, in addition to present 
taxes, ali that portion of the burden now 
l urne by laud speculators and land monop­
olists. 

In other words it is urged a s an objection 
that the first step, even, toward the realiza-
tion of the George theory would soeffeetually 
destroy every species of land monopoly that 
every uuoccupied tract of land, business or 
lesidence lot, every unused coal bed, mineral 
deposit, water privilege or wharf frontage in 
the state, would a t ouce becooie free to the 
first corner who wanted to use it badly enough 
t o be willing to pay a little high er tax on it 
than is now required of its present owner. 

L«et us see if this would real ly be true. 
I t is an accepted fact in political economy 

that in auy extended community about half 
o f the property vaiuation is in personal prop­
erty and in improvements on land; that is to 
say, in values at tachingto productsof human 
industry, while the other half is in the land 
itsclf, exclusive of anything done t o it by the 
hand of man: the values last referred to, 
which are defined a s "land values," being 
placed upon land by the common energy and 
enterprise of the entire community, the same 
resulting from the presence of population and 
increasiog with the increase of population. It 
taerefore foilows that if w e were to exempt 
]>ersoual property and improvements on land 
from taxation, it would simply be necessary, 
in order to raise the present revenue drrived 
from direct taxation. to double the amount of 
taxes now collected from land values. In 
other words w e would have to increase the 
percentage of the tax untii a point was 
reached at which the revenue derived from 
the tax on a tract of vacant land would be 
about t-.vice as great a s under the present 
system. 

This would double^the taxes to be paid on 
«very tract of unused land, tu t i t would re-
duce the taxes to be paid on every tract of 
improved land. If this were done, is it rea-
sonable to suppose that land speculators 
would immediately abandon their vacant lots 
and lands to the state, a s is urged by some, 
and a t once go to producing wealth them-
selves instead of stealing it, by a system of 
legalized theft, from merchants, mechanics, 
manufacturers and farmers, a s they are now 
encouraged in doing? It is to be feared they 
would not. 

The writer will supposc the reader to be the 
owner of a thousand-acre tract of wild land, 
in the neighborhood of which a nuinber of 
industrious farmers have already sett led. 
While they are toiling and sweating to pay 
for their farms and improve tbeni, it is to be 
boped you are taking your ease on a cool 
gallery. You may not think of it, and tbey 
iaay not know of it, vet all these farmers are 
putting a considerable sum of money into 
your pocket for every day's work in the hot 
£un done by them in improving their own 
lands. 

Ten years ago perhaps you paid a dollar an 
acre for that thousand acre tract. You are 
now hold mg it a t five dollars per acre. 
Whose labor has put tbis additional four 
thousand dollars of value upon that vacant 
land? Was it your labor or the labor of any 
o n e employed bv you? You now refuse offers 
of t w o and three doilars per acre, because 
y o u say you do not need the money and can 
afford to hold the land. Ycu demand tive 
dol larsanacre and are stifTat that price, siace 
you know that some of those farmers around 
there will soøn want to enlarge their farms 
or settle their children in the neighborhood, 
and ineanwhile the population of the country 
i s stcadily increasing. You are well satisGed 
tha t the necessities of these people, or those 
o f other people, with the natura! growth of 
population alone, will compcl some one to 
g i v e five dollars an acre for that land. and 
xnore, too, in a fe w years. 

Meamvlule you expect the t a x assessor will 
contiuue to deal very gently with you, on ac-
count of the plea that your land is '•'unpro-
ductive real estate," as though you were a 
public benefactor m keeping your land idle, 
and in refusiug to accept two or three dol­
lars an acre for it, from those who wish to 
inake it useful to mankiod. 

Your plan is to squceze the farmer who 
must buy your land sooner or later, up to the 
highest cotch; and vou do not doubt but that 
the tax assessor tvill let you carry out this 
programme with the' least possible expense to 
yourself. You expect to pay iu taxes, for the 
privilege of excludiug capital and labor from 
the use of a free gift of nature, about one 
fourth or one-fitth as mucb a s farmers around 
your tract of land have to pay in taxes for 
the privilege of employing labor on land of 
equal value. 

You ba v e done nothing with your land ex-
ccpt t o drive labor off from it, and thereby to 
retard tbe prosperity ol the community, and 
i t is therefore tbought proper to encourage 
you for it by assessing your land for taxes a t 
ouly t w o dollars an acre. These farmers, 
however, have done something with their 
laud—tbey have improved it, and in so doing, 
have g iven employmeut to labor, and thereby 
enhancedthe prosperity of the community, 
«~ui it is therefore thought proper t o fine 

them for i t by assessing their land a t ten dol­
lars an acre, so a s to make them pay five 
times as much in taxes for beneflting the 
community a s you are required to pay for in-
juring it. 

But now suppose the first step t o have been 
tåken, and the deficiency in the public reve-
nues, resulting from exempting personal prop­
erty and improvements on land from taxation, 
is made up b\' doubling, or, if need be, by 
trebling the percentage of the tax. Your 
thousand-acre tract, bciug vacant ls-nd, tiic 
tax on it is, of course, doubled; b jf ore i t was 
twenty dollars a year, now r; is fortv* I t now 
costs you annually twict as much to prevent 
farmers' sons from opening up hornes on that 
land as it did before. It will seem right hard 
on you, won't it? 

But because your tax is forty dollars a year 
instead of tweuty, will you abandon the land 
to the state? No , indeed; you will freeze to 
it, and you and every other owner of vacant 
land will walk up to the tax collector's offlce 
and settle the same as before. But I will tell 
you how it will affect you. You will not be 
so top lofty wben a farmer boy comes around 
to icquire on what terms he can buy fifty or a 
hundred acres of that land. You will find 
that this doubling the expense of holding land 
in idleness will cause a good many land grab­
bers to turn it loose on moro moderate terms, 
even if you yourself are rich enough to stand 
it. You will not find brotner speculators, 
either, quite so willing to take it off your 
hands at a profit to you, to be made good to 
them out of plodding farmjrs. 

As a result, while you would hold on to 
that land aud pay your taxes on it as before, 
you would moderate your price perceptiblv 
and be content with a little lc<s blackmail 
paid you for the privilege of access to a 
nalural element, l inder the present system 
you pay in taxes, for the privilege of prevent-
ing labor from being employed on a hundred 
acres, $2 a year, while the farmer pays in 
taxes for the privilege of employing labor on 
a hundred acres of land of the same value $10 
a year. Under the new system the tax on 
land values is doubled, while the products of 
industry are exempt from taxation. Your 
tax on a hundred acres of that land would be 
$4 a year, and the farmer's_. tax on his huu-
dred acres would be the same. Your tax is 
increased one hundred per cent; the farmer's 
tax is reduced sixty per cent. 

Why would not this be just and right? 
Why should other roen be taxed five times as 
heavily as you for the privilege of improving 
land adjoiumg yours of the same value and 
thereby at the same time makiug your land 
more valuablei 

Why should farmers, merchants and manu­
facturers be taxed more for using laud and 
giving empioyment to labor on it, and thus 
increasing the prosperity of a community, 
than the speculators are taxed for holding it 
in idleness, preventing labor from being em­
ployed on it, and so retardiag the prosperity 
of a community? Is it not absurd to so acl-
just our system of taxation as to discourage 
the former way of using land, and to encour­
age the latter way of withholding it from use' 

Land is not really property, because it is 
not the product of human industry. It is the 
gift of nature, intended by a kind heavenly 
Father for the equal use and enjoyment of al! 
his children. The child of a pauper bom in a 
garret is by natural and inalienable right as 
much entitled to free access to a portion of 
the surface of the earth as a child of the 
proudest duke that ever Iived. Siace land, 
exclusive of all improvements on it, by nat­
ural right belongs in common to all, a tax on 
land values alone is simply something paid 
for the good of all for the privilege of the 
exclusive possession of a portion of that 
which by natural right belongs equally to all. 
This is the proper theory on which to base the 
right of taxation, to the exclusion of the no­
tion that ta se s should be paid as au equiva-
lent for the protection received from the gov­
ernment. And this theory is all the more logi-
cal because of the fact that land values are 
the result of the presence of population. 
They are produced in common by all, and a 
tax on these values simply enables the gov­
ernment to appropriate for th^ good of ali a 
portion of the values produced by the com­
mon enterprise of all. 

What is the grcat obstacle which stands in 
the way of the working people becoming the 
owners of hornes in the cities and of farms in 
the countr3*? Is it because of the scarcity of 
vacant lots in the cities and towns, or of va­
cant lands in the country? Even in the city 
of New York half the residence lots are abso-
lutely vacant, and it is much the same in all 
our towns, while scarcely one acre of land in 
ten in tbis state is in cultivation. The great 
obstacle preventicg poor people from becom­
ing the owners of hornes iu towns and farms 
in the country is the high price of laud. Why 
is it so high? Because our laws encouuige 
men to invest their mcans in vacant lots and 
lands for the purpose of forestaliing labor, 
instead of investhsr it in buildings, in mills 
and factorics, and other channels for the pur­
pose of employing labor. 

How do our laws encourage men to bury 
theør money iu dirt iustead of investing it in 
produciive enterprises? By au absurd sys­
tem of taxation. which encouraaes people to 
hold land iu idleEess, by taxing it on a Iow 
vaiuation so long as it is held idle, and dis-
courages people from improviug laud, by tax­
ing it on a high vaiuation the moment it is 
improved. If taxes on vacaut laud in the 
country and vacant lots in towns were 
doubled would not people be a little more sliy 
about investing their money in such vacant 
lands? Would not people haviug vacaut laud 
be a little anxious te get rid of it? Would not 
this tend to keep tbe price of land down, to 
make it cheaper and make it easier for work­
ing people to ge t hold of it for hornes and 
farms; and for capitalists to get hold of it for 
business bouses, mills and. factory sites, and 
mining operations, all of which g ive employ 
ment to labor and make times better? And 
furthermore, if people having money to in­
vest were discouraged from investing in lots 
and lands, and vacant coal beds and mineral 
deposits, on account of this tax on land val­
ues, or in other words, were discouraged 
from trying to invest their money so *s to 
forestall their fellow men, would they not be 
much more inclined to invest it in buildings, 
dwelling houses, factories and mills, particu-
larlv if sucb investments were exempt from 
taxation except as to the value of the land 
occupied? Andi f more of the capital now 
going into land—into the raw element—went 
into productive enterprises, would not more 
labor be employed and times be hvelier, to 
the beneiit of tbe merchant as well as the 
farmer and mecbanic? 

A capitalist can increase his wealth in two 
ways. One w a y by which he may increase it 
is by investing it directly or indirectly in the 
products of human industry—as in buildings, 
factories, machinery—anything in the pro-
duction of which human laber has been em­
ployed. The capitalist whose wealth is in-
vested in this channel is himself a wealth pro­
ducer. While he is increasing his individual 
wealth be is a t the same time addiug to the 
sum total of the wealth of the world—and in 
this channel he can only increase his wealth 
by calling on labor to assist hun—in other 
words, by giv ing empioyment to labor. 

The other way by which a capitalist may 
increase his individual wealth is simply by in­
vesting i t in land—with increase of popula­
tion his investment increases in value, but his 
capital is not used so a s to assist in the pro-
duction of wealth, nor is he himself in any 

sense a wealth producer. By investing in a 
free bounty of nature, to which all are by 
natural right equally entitled, for the pur­
pose of forestaliing his fellow men and taking 
advantage of their necessities he is enabled 
t o dra w to himself wealth which others have 
produced; and he does it without calling in 
labor to assist him—in other words, without 
giving empioyment to labor. 

Can there be any possible doubt but that it 
is to *'-e r d . a a t a g e of the farmer, the 
mechanic, the merchant and the manu­
fakturer that capital should be invested in 
the former channel rather than in tbe latter? 
Can there be any possible doubt but that ex­
empting the products of industry from tax­
ation and taxing land values only, will tend 
to discourage the investment of capital in the 
latter channel and encourage its investment 
iu the former? 

By taxing improvements, buildings, tene-
mcdt houses and factories we discourage the 
investment of capital in a direction w here it 
stiuiulates business and increases the pros­
perity of all. By taxing land vaiues alone, 
however, by increasing the burden of tax­
ation on land values, we do not lessen the 
amount of land, but we cheapen its price; 
w e make the speculator a little more auxious 
to unload; we make the land owner a little 
more anxious to improve. 

A tax on land values alone, therefore, in­
stead of retarding 
enterprise. 

enterprise, stimulates 
H. F. RING. 

Tbe World i s Moving. 
Reynolds's Newspaper. 

Muuicipal bodies are lookiug to parliament 
to give them the power to rate real property, 
or in other words to tax land lords for the re­
lief of industry. The prospective loss of the 
coal duty, which has hitherto been spent upon 
improvements in the city ol London and out-
side the city within the metropolitan area, 
has reudered it necessary to think bow the 
half million sterling hitherto Icvied upon coal 
is to be replaced. The loss of that income 
means tbe imposition of a od. rate in' the 
pound, and that-, too, without reference to 
any future improvements. To the city cor­
poration the loss represents an additional 
rate of something like 6d. in the pound. 
Hitherto the metropolitan- board of ivorks 
has tåken 9d. aud the city 4d. • ut of the Is. 
Id. per tou Icvied upon coal. We have not 
beeu surprised, therefore, to see a notice of 
motion in the court of common council in 
favor of seeking the authority of parlia­
ment to levy a tax not excee"ding tid. in 
the pound upon the owners of property in the 
city. It is impossible to conceive of a more 
equitable source of taxation. The present 
annual gross value of the real property of the 
city may be said to be the result ol" the ex-
penditure of the people's inouey, collected in 
the form of a tax upon coal from the people 
within the metropolitan police area. In other 
words, about £150.000 per annum bas been 
spent upun the improvement of the city of 
London, every shilling of which, except the 
small proportion collected upon coals con-
sumcd iu the city, has been paid by people 
who have uo interost whatever iu city prop-
ertics. Within the last thirty yours the rents 
in the city have beeu increased until they 
have been quadrupled and quintupled, at the 
cost of industry bul to the protit of the 
landlords. The ground landlords have done 
nothing except Jet their lands at enhanced 
ground reuts. Limited owners who have 
built have only speculated on their own ac­
count. ånd the industrious people who occupy 
the offices, warehouses and manufactories of 
the city have had to pay the increased 
reuts which practicaiiy cou^titute a 
charge upou profits, and therefore upon 
wages. The time has come wheu we are 
bound to investigate how far the enhanced 
values created by the people in the iucrease 
of population and industry should contribute 
to the maintenauce of the state and the mu 
nicipality. We must not be afraid to under-
takc the task of investigation because we are 
met with cries of confiscation, spoliation and 
robbery. The fortunate people who are in 
possession of the parchments will, of course, 
object very much to the imposition of auy 
tax or rate upon real propert}-. They cal-
culate upon the ignorance of the people; but 
the people are now too intelligent not to be 
able to quote chapter and verse in* proof of 
the claim to tax real property, which was 
once the source of all taxation, and was only 
released by a series of- f rauds thinly disguised 
by processes of legislatiou. 

SeeiitK the 1'awa oT the Cat. 
Cincinnati Christian Standard. 

A wealtby American has purchased two 
hundred and thirty thousand acres of land m 
Scotland, which he has converted into au itn-
mense game preserve or hunting park. Here 
is a tract of country capable of supportiug 
ten thousand people, which has been depopu-
lated and stocked with wild auimals, simply 
for the crue! and barbar'>us sport of one man. 
This aristocratic American is but an imitator 
of many titled British landjords, and Scotland 
is in danger—as well as many parts of Eng-
laud—of being turned back to a state of 
uature. Tbis may help to explain why Lon­
don is overcrowded with some Ove millions of 
people, half of vvhom are mad and miserable. 
Agricultural landlordism is bad enough, but 
tbis barbarous fashion of driving the people 
out of a land not only crowds them into the 
cities. but dries up the sources of food. No 
wonder there are millions half famished 
when millions of acres of land are devotcd to 
the maintenance of wild animals for the crue! 
pa stime of a few hundred "gentlemen." 
There is but oue end to such fol ly if it is not 
stopped, aud that is revolution—awful, fierce, 
cruel revolution. 

Nor is this simply a matter of European 
interest. Tbe same thing is being introdticed 
into this country by wealtby Anglomaniacs, 
Scullyism, as seen iu Illinois, wbere a for­
eign landjord has introduced the odious ag-
ricuiturul serfdom of Ireland, is humaue in 
comparison with this return to a barbarism 
which destroys houses and barns, and fieicls 
aud orchards, and people, to make room for 
game. How any civiiized government can 
permit such suicidal folly is a mystery. 
There must be a law limiting, and that uar-
rowly, the amount of land which may be 
owned or controlled by an v individual 
fa mi ly, association or corporation, and at 
the same time forbidding any lauds being 
used for purposes inconsistent with civiliza-
tion and economy. 

Vie w IDK a Grcat Questi«n Thron«h So-
cialiatic Spee t a d es . 

Christian Union. 
Weare otten asked to state definitely what 

grievance tbe workingmeu have. One griev 
ance, which uotonly the workiugmen but the 
entire community have, is found in the fact 
tbat our industries are so oftea organizcd on 
monarchical principles. A striking ilhistra-
tioa of tliis has been afforded during the 
pendiug strike iu the coal miumg regious of 
rcnusyivania. 

The mountuins of Pennsylvauia are filled 
with coal which God put there, but which can 
be gotten out only by a combination of labor 
aud capital. Ou the geti ing out of this coal 
depends many great industries and the com-
fort of thousands of hornes. The laborers, 
represented by a few Ieaders, and the capital­
ists, rejjresentcu by a single man, have got­
ten into a couiroversy, and the coal mining 
has come to a staudstill. Iron furnaccs aud 
irou mills are closing for the want of coal; 
hundreds of employes outside the mining dis-
trict, and Kaving no share iu the strike", are 
throwu out ot empioyment, and thousaudsof 
hornes are sufferiug snconvenieuee, aud si,me 
of them positivedistress, for want of coal-
The number of persons injured by the cessa-
tion of the mining operatiousis vastly grcat er 
tbau tbe uumber of both laborers :uid capital­
ists directly concerned in the miniug. Uuder 
these circumstances several delegations of 
Citizens have presented petitious to Mr. 
Corbin asking him to arbitrate the ques-
tion at issue between himself and the 
miners. The fact recalls episodes in the his-
tory of Frauce uuder the Bourbons, in which 
the people, suffering great iujury, if not great 
wrong, petitioned to the Bouroon king, who 
alone bad power to issue the gdict necessary 
for their relief. It remiuds one of experiences 
in Russia, iu which the people petitioned the 
czar, who alone has power to rectify a buses 
by his edict. As in Frauce, as in Russia, so 

now in the great state of Pennsylvania, all 
that the w hol ly innocent sufferers from the 
coal famine can do is to petition Mr. Corbin 
and await his reply. Whether they can get 
any coal or not, and on what terms they can 
get it, depends upon his clegree. He is mon 
arch of the Schuylkill region. He may 
bo a vt-ry good monarch; wc are 
not finding* any fault with him. We 
find fault with the system which 
gives him the power, not with his use of the 
power which it gives him. The morality aud 
piety of Hi. Louis the Just was far superior 
to the morality and piety of the average 
congressman, but no American would be will­
ing to go back from Lhe rulc of congress to' 
the rulc of even a St. Louis the Just. It is a 
very serious grievance that iu a free state 
thousauds of Citizens who are suffering from 
a coal famine should have no recourse but to 
petition oue man, who possesses absolute 
power over the coal 13 e i cl, for permission to 
get out the coal which is nccded for hornes 
and for industries. 

Some of our contemporaries want to know 
definitely what legal labor reform -we would 
institute. Here is one: We would have the 
people of the great state of Pennsylvania say 
to Air. Corbin and the meu vvhom he repre­
sents, you shall submit the quesiions at issue 
between yourself and your employes con-
cerning the rate of wages to an impartial 
tribunal: you shall do, not what you think is 
just, but what we think is just. We- would 
have them say to the miners, you, too, shall 
submit to what we think is just. We would 
have the people put an end to petitiomng an 
iudustriui king to suomit, such a cjwesiiou to 
arbiiralioii, aud take the kingly p-.Avcr into 
their own hands and compcl arbitration. Iu 
other words, we would take a first step in 
the transition from industrial monarchy to 
iudustriui democracy. 

If not, why not?. 

this 
out 
per 

Not Chnrity, But Junrice, Wanted. 
Topeka Pos i . 

2S'ot a single city, towu or village in 
broad land but what is to-day doliug 
charity—charity which in ninety ninc 
cent of the cases means to the recipient 
pauperism. It is not the aged and iufirm, 
nor is it the yoiing or heipless, sick and 
aftiictcd that receives a major portion of this 
charity—the situation would be bad enough 
if it was—but meu able and willing to work 
are foreed to accept alms or starve, and as 
they li--ti u to the cries of their little oues aud 
see their destitution, and turn to the wan 
features and scautily clad form of the wife 
and realizo their iuability to help themselves, 
they would not be human to refuse the only 
alternative they possess—that of receiving 
"charity.:? Those who supply this charity 
are entitled to credit for their gen-
erosity—and from that credit we would 
not detract, but desire to rather call 
attentiou to the hopeless outlook if 
charity alone is depeutled upon. Laziuess, 
want of tiirift, or a supply of the ueedful 
commodities of life cannot be said to be the 
cause for all this needed charity. Facts are 
against each one of these theories. Kansas 
has within her bouutiful storehouse the where-
withal to make every man, womau and child 
comfortable; she has bram and muscle enough 
to pivduee and make useful every necessary 
of life. Ye t the labor commissioner of Kau­
sas telis us that uur paupers are increasing 
faster thau our population,.and luose wliose 
beuevolence prompts them to seck out the 
poor and needy are well aware that each 
year brings a larger number. lu the face of 
these faets, thou, it behooves the people to 
seek the true. cause of this need of charity. 
If our civilizatiou aud progress ouly brings 
this result, better that it cease. 

From whecee comes all the material that 
makes life iJo>sib.e.- Fr-.m the land. Just in 
proportion as men are- dcprived of the use of 
this original free gift, iu that proportion do 
you find poverty increasing ou the one haud 
among the many, and riches increasing ou 
the other hand among the few. Take the 
history of auy nation and the same result 
will be found. The primal cause the same, 
the final effect simiiar. Take this general 
proposition. subriivide it as you vil:, the end 
is the same. To remove the neccssity for 
charity you must remove the cause thai pro-
duces it, and it is to this we would iuvite the 
attentiou of ail iuterested. The single tax on 
land vaiues is the process to opeu the store­
house of nature, as has previously beenshowu 
by the Fost, because the single tax on land 
values ^ives all an equal opportunity lo the 
land. Cntil this right is grauted every per­
son, so long will charity be needed, so long 
will it be inadequate and so long will we have 
want and the gauut woif of hunger abroad in 
a laud of plenty. Justice, not charity, is the 
cryiug need of the hour. Ourperceptious tell 
us that a state of affairs iu which human 
beings can only live by charity, and able-
b>>died men bt-g for work which they cannot 
get, is unnatural and wrong. Not only do we 
encounter utter failure wheu we try by be-
nevolence te remcciy this srate of atfairs, but 
we can see, if we choose to look, that benev-
olence onlv intensities the evil it cannot cure., 
Why, then, should we not turn to justice.- It is' 
not in establishing charitableassociations, free 
soup houses, or allowiug men to sleep at the 
police station that will abolish charity and its 
recipient*!, bul it is in giving all a chance, for 
there is caough for ali if they are only per­
mit ted to get it. 
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THINKING IT OUT. 

«tal t* Anaiyze» the A riraaieat» for 
AaaiasK m. Xomluntleu—TUe Taritt' 

« ! » • to ta« Daar af the Laad Qnewtioo. 
Tenn., February 20.—I have fol-

rad thecontroversy between the two wiujrs 
«Hir party with growinj* interest* and, I 

at eonfess, witn chanjrin? opinion. lm-
after our «lefeat—for such it wasi f 

, wttb what w e confidently expected 
—4 fe l t tbat our course was plain; that we 
ahould place presidential candidates in the 
Held. Thi» bad been my opionion before the 
elcctioa and i t remained my opinion imine-
«liately thereafter. simply because no other 
v ie ir had presented itself to my nriad, and 

- Mr. Cleveland'* xnessage bad not been writ-
ten,itmust be remembered. Aud so, when 
Messrs. Croasdale and Post opposed presi-
dential aominations on grounds of policy, I 
inwardly exelaimed; "What have w e t o d o 
With policy P' and Iconfcss that l wastroubled 
when Mr. George did not take a finn stand in 
opposition t o tbese gentlemen, thou<?h I never 
tHought him a backslider, because I still bore 
l a mind bow radically I had once diffcred 
from him on the laud question and how com-
frielely he had won me to his views. Having 
«iecided to read boih sides and to reserve 
judgmeut, I soon f ouud tbat ihose opposing 
presidential nouiiuations were the oaly ones 
«rlu> argued, the other side coutiniug itself to 
t i ie dcehtration that "«•<> must siick to priu-
«ciple4

n «rituout ouee proving that their course 
w a s m o r e a g r e e a b l e to principle than the one 
ittsisted upon by their opponents; while their 
failure to answer the arguments urged 
b y tae latter touching the inexpediency 
ol' making presidential nominatioas seemed 
* confession of their sounducss. 

In the xneantime as president of our local 
land and labor club 1 had gaincd surne usef ul 
«xperience of un emineuily praciicai and cou-
vincing nature. I, who have been an ardeut 
free trader for years, found mysclf apoløsriz-
ingforprotect ion on tLe ground that "alter 
al i , free uråde would do no permanent good." 
refraining from ans veer ing the arguments of 
©ur protecticnist meuibers a.c vigorously as I 
could have done and "suggesting" when I 
longed to speak positively, aud all for f car of 
«ioing the club harm. I was making a sacri-
l ice for principle and vet there came to me 
none of that feeling of inward satisfactiou 
v i n e n such a saeriiice should bring. On the 
contrarv, I felt like a whipped cur, aud why 
«lxuuldfnot feel soi Kad I not attempteu 
l o s e l party above convietion aud so dc-
•icended to the arts of the "practical poli-
t ic iauF Had i not g iven proof of tiiat party 
spirit, triiicii in the memoers of the old j>ar-
t ies is «urchief i«je? I had acted and spuken 
a s if it were iiriTr-Aier.ai to me whether pro-
tectioc euutisiuod o; free trade prevailed, and 
I Lad. f er all pv::i:v!'?:\i purpose?, lied. I did 
and do <zxc I\c.o. to the "restoral ion of the 
land t o the i>ec.ple. free rrade both as an ead 
«tad a s a zueans. >eeins the æsr t noble cause 
in which one can xU> bat: le. To deny t u is was 
surely not to follow prineipic. 

Wnethcr a s t r c a m tiiiall obey tiie iaw that 
governs it by llowiug to the ocean through 
«raroundanobsiruetiv;u, isa<^Ksiicn of force 
a a d i e s i s t a a c e . of ir»?ehanies, or. i f you will. 
©fpoUcy; baL. while carrying out i hat policy 
v?aich surroutidiag couditions led it to adopt. 
the streani v/ould nor, l'or one moment, dis-
©bey the la w. f».»r it ever i lows dowuward. 

Our csbjeet is neitl;er l o hold conventions. 
t o notn:-.ate ca"adidntes, to c-<nunet elections. 
t-9 secure pvomineuce, nor even to have a 

"See what 

**Progress and Poverty" ten year» before 
would not have materially altered the scope 
of the movemeut? 

Let us go mto thi» movement as ihdividuals 
following our own opinions. Let us see t o it 
that the battle is fought on the plane of an 
appeal to justice and to right. And if w e do 
our full duty among our temporary comrades 
shall we not, wheu the struggle is over, carry 
wiih us the soul of both parties? Mr. Wilder 
wiil ever be whispcring to his comrades that 
the tariff raises ultimately nothing but mining 
royalties, stunipage, etc., while our noble 
priest, MeGlynn, will remind free traders 
that their reform, however excellent in its 
way , will, in the iong run, but raise the 
reutalsof agricultural land aud of seaport 
town lots. Will not such a course be better 
than iudenendeut action, which to earnest 
men in the older parties will seem but an 
evidence of that unfeeling indifference to the 
actual needs and woes of the present cf 
which reformers are so often accused—so 
of ten cuiltyf Will such an introduction gam 
us converts? And how would our free trad­
ers feel if President Cleveland should be de-
feated through their inaetivity? And how 
far would the e leet ion of Blaine or Sherman 
advance our cause? These are a few con-
tingeneies it were well to ponder. 

The winds of thought blow, the currents of 
opinion move, destroying, retarding, advanc-
ing. W e can no more alter them than w e 
can recall j-esterday or hasten to-morrow. 
But b^r rendering to ourseives an account of 
their force and direction w e moy ride the 
currents and use the winds to lill our sails. 
That w e may prove skillful mariners is my 
praj'er, for our bark is iudeed freighted with 
much of the world's hope. BOLTOX SMITU. 

DRIVING BUSINESS AWAY. 
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, igratef«1 world sorae d 
ihése roen, what tlsis party Isas done for us 
a n d for man kina."' 2fo; these things are al! 
v t r y p!easant; but the inoiher purpose ««f our 
par ty w a s tfce disseminatton of the truth tbat 
t h e land of every country belongs to the peo-
ple, and t o secure the iucorporatiou of this 
truth in the iaws of the land. How ti»i< may 
best be done is a question nc.iher of princi­
ple, nor y e t <*i- policy, iu the otiious sense of 
the word. It i s n question of force aud re-
sistance, of thought inechaiiios—a question 
o f human nature. 

A g r e a t d e a i h a s been said us to what wc-
thou lddo , a matter most proper to be cou 
sidered in i ts piaee. ouiy thut piace is iiecoud. 
The first questi«)« is: **Wliat can we du?v 

«uid it i s wirhin ti.e territory inapp<ed out- by 
the auswer to the latter question that the 
true auswer t o the former should be sought 
a n d will be found. If men felt that the ap-
proachiug tariif con test were unimportaitt, 
«and espcciairy if we had aay guarantee that 
they would contiuue in thi» humor until after. 
t h e «leetiou, tiieu protectiuuists aud free 
trade memoers of our party might weli agree 
t o take no part in it, aud by running presi­
dential canuiuates we should poll our full 
vote , whatcver tbat mur be, aud so obtuiii 
considcration of our pnnciples to a certaia 
«iegree. 3-n even no w-our meu do not fe*1! 
indifferent, aud it is most idle to ''play" that 
t h e y do; and tuiiess we can isolate them from 
t h e iafluences of the varning campaign well 
u igh a l l of them (many <i" those now most 
ciamorous for presidcuiiaiuominations atnong 
t h e number) wiii iiave been swept into one cf 
t h e t w o contcudiug camps by the heat of ?. 
contes t in whieii great masses of men wage 
battle in the name of f undameutal priucipies. 
T o m e such defection would indieate thai 
their hearts were wiser than their heads. 

Thisabo^^e all—to thine own seif be true; 
A n d it must folhnv, as the uight the day, 
Thou canst not theu be false to anir man. 

If inca wiii but perform each duty as it is 
presented to them, and trust to God for the 
rest, will thejT not be obeyiug the highest 
principle and the truest poiicyi Is not this 
t h e moral of the a bu ve quotation, apprøved 
l y a l l who read it? 

I«et us not forget that w e are not the ouly 
n e n in these United States who are pure iu 
purpose. There are in every part of this 
«iear land of ours thousands of men and 
wouien whosc souls turu upivard in ierveui 
prayer for rigiit guidance, and who would 
give their very heart's blood to serve God 
and their fellow mon, could thcy but see tile 
r ight road aud feel sure they were doiug bis 
wilL The muay muveinents, of which prohi-
liitioo and chariiable organizations may be 
coasidered types, bear witness to this fact. 
Y e t auch movements are of too little promise 
t o rouse and engage the truest and soundest 
o f these noble men aud wouien, who, born 
crusaders a s they are, still search for a cru-
«adearorthy the elf- rt. The coming contest, 
i f o o a d t t c t e d o n a p i a a e high euou-h, is sure 
t o a t t r a c t the attentiou aud eulisi, the sup­
port of this class -is no movemeut in this na­
t ion has done for a quarter 61 a century. 
Beside tlie fact that any appeal to principle 
c lears the moral and political atmospherc, 
a n d paves the w a y for true reform, the tariff 
contest is par excellence the door through 
which w e can best iutroducc the land ques­
tion a s P practical subject of consideration to 
t h e entire nation. The tariff question siuiply 
i cvo lves a discussion of the efiect of indirect 
national taxation on the distribution of 
w«alth, aud more i>articularly on wages, and 
i s sure to *ead bey ond i ts present and appar­
e n t destioation. That the auti-corn law airi-
tat ioa d i a not rcsult in free land no more 
proves that this agitation wiii not so rcsult 
t b a - the fac t that caravans }>erish from 
thirst proves that there is no water to be had 
beacath deserts. ^otwithstandiug the fact 
tha t Kng*mnA w a s far from huving universal 
•ulErage a t that time, will auy beiiever in the 
• iagte tex dar» alBnn that the publication of J 

What the Bai ld in* Trades In Pateroon a r e 
2)eniandiiiK—!>rivina Ø n s i n e s s A w a y a n d 
WUy i t t» Pai*»ible. 

PATERSOX, N. J.—Last season the masons' 
union of this city demanded and obtained a 
nine hour work day with ten hours' pay. This 
season they demanded in additiou that eight 
hours shall cons f itute a day on Saturday aud 
that they shall receive ten hours* pay for it. 
>\it to be too far beh.^d, the carpenters' 
union demand this season nine hours for every 
day but Saturday, which shall have but eight, 
and ten hours' pay for every day including 
Saturday. This means jf course a demand 
for an increase in wages equal to seven hours 
each week or a raise all arouad of something 
more than eleven aud oue-half per cent. 

In vie w of these facts many prospective 
builders have decided to wait awhile before 
bm [ding, in the con tident expectation that 
wages will come down agaiii. There are 
barrels full of suggcstions in this for any ont 
v. ho will take the trouble to tap them. 

First, by this waitiug the deuiaui for labor 
wiil be checked. Second, the checking of de­
mand will produce a surplus of labor. Third, 
a surplus of labor will bring wages down. 
Aud all the labor combinations under the sun 
catrt put them up again uutil the demaud 
revives. 

This is the situatton. It is as old as private 
ownersbip iu land, and will be the same until 
the single t a x d r a w s the teeth and nails of 
that great monopoiy, and prevents it from 
denyiug to labor the right to produce. 

Thore are many hero who declare that the 
unions wi l lki i l business by their exorbitaut 
demauds; who assert that tbe business of 
1'atcrsou wiil be trausferred to plac.es where 
workiugmen are eonteuted with "fair" wages 
for a "fair" day's work; who say that the 
prospective building boom will be knocked 
tiat by an iucrease of eleven and one-half per 
cent in wages. And the facts in the case 
will undoubtcdly lend force to their opinions, 
just as the fa et that wages are better here 
than in the old world gives force to the argu-
ni.Mit for a proteetive tariff. These talkers 
i emind one of the savage chief who made a 
tour of the world and was struck by the fact 
that civilization is marked by plug hats and 
suspenders. Tiie. more civilized a people 
were, he notieed, the m:Te plug hats and sus­
penders were worn, and vice versa; so, rea-
r*.ning as «lo those who maintain that a pro­
teetive tariff makes high wasres, and a com­
bination for higher wages will kill business in 
a place, he bought a hip load of plug hats 
and suspenders, aud sent them home in order 
that his people also might be civilized. 

Because the natural opportunitieshave been 
better iu this than in the old country, wages 
have been better here than there. Yet, sinee 
we ha*ve gloried in taxing ourseives for the 
beneQt of those who own tbese opportunities, 
they huve been lost sight of and the tax is 
eredited with the better wages which natur-
us;y follow better chances of work. At the 
prospect of good times laud values are first to 
appreciate. Laud owners demand and re 
eeive from lifteen to one hundred |>er cent, 
aud as much more as men can possibly give 
and keep enough to do business with. In case 
of a boom thcy will demand more than busi­
ness can afford to give, and the result is that 
business falls flat and moves on to do the 
same thing over again in the next placc. 
Xow, at the prospect of good times, labor 
natura Hy wants "some of it;" but by the tirne 
workmen are prepared to make a demand, 
land owners have so reduced the margin of 
business that a demand for twelve per cent 
more wages becomes a serious matter, and 
business is checked beeause it cannot satisfy 
both land ovvner and worker. Either the 
worker is sacriliced for the laud owner, or, in 
case the workers are well enough organ ized 
to resist immediate sacrifice, business "moves 
ou" and every one is punisbedl The people 
who lay the blame on labor unions lose sight 
entirely of the enormous advance in land 
values, and attribute the disaster to the much 
smal ler demand for labor. 

A s a matter of fact, the unions are them-
selves at lau It in allowing this state of things 
LO contiuue. If they put in half as much time 
seekiug to make work steady as they do iu 
making spasmodic efforts to" increase wages, 
it would soon come to an end. The light is so 
plaiuly between the land owners and the 
workers that one must be uuwilling to look 
not to see it. But as the savage thought plug 
hats and suspeuders made civilization, and 
the protectionist thinks high taxes make high 
wages, so very probably many will contiuue 
to think that a demand for more wages will 
spoil business. Meanwhile the workers will 
try to ge t more wages wilhout disturbiug 
laud owners and will coutinue to get left. 

E. W. NELLJS. 

CSataerlnc Strengt* ta Ulaaaaw. 
GLASGOW, Scotland.—It is pleasant to see 

that the movement here, notwithstanding the 
opposition of ignorance, indifferenee and seif 
iuterest, is gathering strength year by year. 
The land question is now, like Aaron's rod, 
absorbiugall minor questions. The Glasgow 
town council, composed as it is of middle 
class men, more iutent in the pursuit of pelf 
than on the study of social questions concern-
iug the good of the people, is now obliged to 
discuss the incidenee of taxation and how 
ground values wouid be affected thereby. It 
is true, the result of the last discussion was so 
far ludicrous to a degree, because the nearly 
blind were trying to lead the totally blind, or, 
what is more difficult, those delermined not 
to see. Both property owners and occupiers 
have expressed théir grievances as thev un­
derstand them under the present system, so 
both ciasses are a t work searching for a 
rcraedy. JAKKS M. CBKEBIB. 

CHARITY AND ALMS. 
ELIZABETH, N. J.—Charity is love to the 

neighbor. Alms giving, the relieving of the 
neighbors' nccessities, would seem to be its 
most practical application; that application 
at least which, because of the sacrifice of seif 
required in the alms giver, most accords with 
Christian ethics. This is probably the reason 
why the two words have acquired a synony-
mous meaning. 

Modem thought on this subject has been 
colored by the philosophy of later English 
writers, which applies t o man the conclusions 
reached as to the law of progress in the ani­
mal kingdom; that in the struggle for exist-
ence the strongest, the best fitted to the en­
vironment» survive and stamp their strength 
by heredity upon succee'ding geuerations. 
From this view i t would seem that any efforts 
to sustain those who in the struggle for ex-
istence have been unabie to keep up with their 
neighbors, are in opposition to the natural 
law of progress. The weak are continued to 
propagate their kind while the strength of 
the slrong is sapped and their effieieucy low-
ered. This philosophy predicates man as a 
product of nature, his mental or spiritual 
qualities and powers being derived from na­
ture through his physical orgauization by 
evolution. Attempts have been made to 
carry the operation of the law into the hu­
man or social environment which man ex-
clusively enjoya But here it fails because 
antagonistic to a spiritual law hjy virtue of 
which the mental, moral and spiritual attri-
butes which sustain man as a social being are 
not coiucident with those which sustain aud 
improve him in competition with the merely 
animal creation of which he is a part. It is 
evident from this higher standpoint that the 
best animal qualities do not produce the best 
men for the social environment Jesus, 
Gautama, Socrates, Piato wiii continue to 
impart influences to the development of man-
kind after that of John L. Sullivan is lost, 
and t f ter Jay Gould, with his self-sustaining, 
fox-like cunning, has ceased to be known and 
bis millions are dissipated. The qualities 
which would be couserved m the animal king­
dom, therefore, by the survival of the fittest 
in a struggle for existence, would not be those 
best worth preserving in man in view of his 
higher destiny, a u d a i d to those least able to 
sustain themselves physical ly may be neces-
sary to conserve the highest and most useful 
qualities of manhood. 

God is the great almoner of the universe. 
Did h e not continually impart his lite to us 
w e would have no existence. Aud we com-
pensate him not at <Ul. We are free to spend 
the iife he g ives us in tbe most umvorihy 
manner, to tbe extent of denyiug the almoner 
aud the cultivatiou of the false pride of be-
lief that w e can and do live apart from him, 
andearnbj* our own efforts the good which 
we receive. Aud God's mel hod of euring 
the ills which result from cur w a y of receiy-
ing his bounty, is not to cut off the supplies, 
to close himseif to us beeause of our roisuse 
of his gifts, but to g ive to us still more 
largely; to seek us out and excite in us that 
compassion, like his own, by which we may 
imitate him in conferring benefits upon our 
fellowsj and so beconie ourseives consciously 
and gratef ully recipient of his life, to the end 
tbat w e shall be entirely saved from our evils 
and intlrmities. 

The doctrine of charity arid alms has been 
taught by all religions worthy of the name. 
Jesus taught it, exenipliiied it and enjoiued 
it upon his disciples, and our Christianity has 
a lways been truly measured, and, to a large 
extent recognized, by the extent to which we 
have practiced this virtue in our lives. The 
Christian church has also taught, enjoined, 
and, in a measure, practiced the virtue. 
With all its exteroality, its impure mingling 
of truuh and error bir alliances with mytholo-
gies and idolatries, it has preserved for traus-
mission to a more rcceptive age to be ful ly 
realized on earth, tbese essential truths: The 
doctrines of our fatherhood iu one creator, 
our brotherhood iu a commou di viue son-
ship and our spiritual existence sustained 
continualiy by reception of thé divine life: 
and these rules of life: Love to God and our 
brother man as leading to the realization of 
the true order of the descent of the divine 
through our spiritual into our external forms 
and the coming of heaven upon earth. 

In the order and life of human society, 
chanty aud alms seem to be not only potent 
but indispensable. The abnegation of seif 
and devotion of powers by one to anothcr are 
the promise and the good of marria^e. They 
are the rule of life in the family; the weak 
and helplesschildren are dependent for every-
thing pertaining to the naturai state and for 
the development and cultivatiou of their men­
tal powers upon the love and seif sacrifice of 
their parents. Thus it is in the family rela-
tion that we find the type of heaveiily asso­
ciation in which the ruling principle is not 
egoistie but altruisttc. Parents are not made 
vain and proud by their sacrifice of them­
selves to their chiidren, but are thereby en-
larged in heart and made more loving to all 
humanitv. Chiidren, receiviug everythin;? 
from their parents a t the time wheu their 
characters are most plastic, are not thereby 
cultivated into a selfish manhood of indolence 
aud servility; thcy are taught by tbe ex-
ample of seif-sacrifice the highest duties of 
life and stimulated to reeiprocate, to occupy i 
themselves the noble position of being tne i 
almoners of God's bounty to others. ' 

In all our social relations with our fellows 
we are, consciously or unconsciously, mutually 
dependent upon each other, and the farther 
we advance in knowledge and power over 
our material conditions tue more dependent 
upon each other we become. Whether we 
wiil it or not, we cannot be indepeudent of 
each other; consciously or unconsciously we 
must accept oue another's giving. In associa­
tion is powor, and its strength is propor-
tionate to the giving by each to all. Separa­
tion into weakness is in proportion to the self-
ishness which prompts us to lock ourseives in 
ourseives and ref use to g ive and receive, to 
bestow and partake. 

If we look at the subiect from the staad-
point of justice, how evident it seems to be 
that those who profit by the maladjustment 
of social relations to obtam beneiits at the 
cost of others should make restitution as 
they can by personally giving to those who 
have suffered for their good. It is true, as 
Count Tolsfcoi and Henry George claiin, that 
for a man to be a weighfc on auother's back 
and not get off him, but only to ease his steps 
by pouring a few drops of oil into his boots. 
is the height of inconsistency. But the incon-
sistency is not in the little charity done, but 
in the not doing the greater charity of re 
lieving him of his load. Pending instruction 
in the method by which those under the load 
may be fully reiieved, men must be eulight-
ened and their conscience awakened. Wiil 
we enhghteu aud awakeu them the sooner by 
inducing them to close their soup houses, 
their wood splitting shops, their alms houses, 
their hospitals and orphuu asylums; by induc­
ing men to stop giving to begears and cease 
to seek out the poor and needy to supply 
their wauts/ On the contrary. progress will 
be aecording to the increase and not the de-
crease of charity; for to be in a state of char­
ity is to be receptive of the divine, the only 
real power there is to heal our diseasee, 
whether they be social, moral or physical.-
It is well to show a greater charity, a better 
way; those will see the greater who have 

practiced the lesser charity; those who do 
not practice the lesser will not do the greater, 
for "charity begins at home;" that is in the 
first thing the hands lind to do, and it grows 
by its exercise. 

To the view that by receiving charity or 
alms men are made indolent and williug to 
live without efforts of their own upon the 
labor of others, it may be said farther that if 
man is created with appetencies to be satis-
fied by the application o f his labor to the 
resources of nature, which labor is irksome and 
be inclines to avoid, he is also created with 
powers the exercise of which in satisfying 
those appetencies is pleasurable; that idle-
ness is not happincss, and that if all our 
plrysical wants were satistied without labor 
on our part, w e would still seek, in some 
way, gratification by the exercise of our 
powers. An ideal state of society, based 
upon man's nature, is not inconceivable in 
which the motive would be changed from 
that by which each one works to satisfy his 
own desires to that in which he would work 
to satisfy the desires of others, aud in which 
in satisfying his wants by accepting the 
products of the labor of others he would be 
giving them happiness. Even under existing 
conditions of production in this world, if the 
labors of the human family were equttably 
shared, its products equiiabiy distributed 
and waste abolished, less necessary work 
would fall to the lot ot each than he would 
take pleasure in doing, especially so if he 
was cultivated to labor in the field for which 
his genius fitted him. In truth, unless this 
state of society is in the nature of man 
possible, it is useiess to pray for the coming 
of the kingdom of heaven on earth, for de-
light in living for others and not for seif is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

"The quality of mercy is not strained; 
It droppe th as the gent le rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath; it is twice blessed; 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes: 
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown. 
His scepter shows the force of temporal 

power, 
The attribute to awe and rnajesty, 
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; 
But mercy is above this sceptered swayl 
It is enthroned in the hearts of kings; 
It is an attribute to God himseif; 
And earthly power doth then show likest 

God's, 
When mercy seasons justice." 

BEXJAME» U R N E R . 

ANTI-POYERTY IN BOSTON. 

A Biff Meetlne on Wasbiasrton'» BIrrhdaj— 
SpeechoB by Professor Uaui l iu (Garland 
and Dr. Mcii lynu. 

BOSTON, Mass.—The anti-poverty society 
celebrated Washington's birthday by a pub­
lic meeting at Tremont tempie. The hall 
was completely filled, and the audieuce in-
cluded a large representation from the vari-
ous labor erganizations of Boston. 

The first speaker was Professor Hamliu 
Garland of Boston university, who was intro-
duced by the president of the society, Mr. J. 
R. Roche. Professor Garland spoke in brief 
as foiiows: "There are two great forces in 
social progress a lways at war—innovation 
and conservatism. The present state of af-
fairs is a lways the resultant of these t w o 
forces. The rich and great institutions are 
mainly conservative, and the iunovator is 
often a martyr. The great innovator eighteen 
centuries ago wore a crown of thorns, and 
this explaius why Henry George is vilified 
and Dr. MeGlynn east out. (Cheers.) The 
opponents to reform, and to this great reform 
in particular, are the ignorant; those who 
are satisfied with tUe present order of things; 
the great institutions and their paid workers, 
aud last, thobe who are reforming, but are 
moving so slow ly that the friction between 
them and the new movement ainounts to op­
position." 

Dr. McGlynu was titen introduced and re-
eeived with euthusiastic cheeringaud waving 
of handkerchiefs. He thanked tbe audience 
for his reception, aud spoke of his difadeuce, 
which would restrain him from speaking in 
public, in spite of a Iong experience, if he did 
not feel a duty impelling him. He said: "It 
has been brought to your miuds that I am a 
priest, and the implication was seemingly that 
I am now sufTeriug the penalty for doing 
something unworthy of this ollice; but it is be­
cause of a continuance of the zeal with which 
I dedicated my young life to the service of 
God that I oceupy my present position. It 
has been my lot to say strong words for the 
downtrodden and oppressed, and I have been 
impelled theieto because it is fully cousonant 
with priestly duties. I have seen and de-
plored the fact tiiat the church aud the people 
are getting further apart, and I have tried to 
remedy this. i must contiuue to pursue my 
solitary path, feeling that I am doiug God's 
will. I stand upon this piatform beeause I be-
iieve it to be a religious platform. The move­
meut is called an 'anti-poverty' movement. Is 
uot poverty as necessary in the general social 
scheme, must it not haunt the footsteps of pro­
gress as its necessary shadow? asks the world. 
It now becomes necessary to show that we are 
iu earuest aud not visionary. So far are we 
from trying to interfere with God's law that 
it is because of our love of God and his law 
that we are doing as we are. The doctrine of 
this platform can ouiy be logicaily deduced 
from the equahty of all men as the sons of 
God. If meu are not equal, human iife is but 
a brutal scramble in which the weak are 
trampled upon. Is the true type of society a 
family sittiug at a well filled board, or brutes 
at a trough trampling others underfoot iu 
their eageruess and wasting in their haste 
more than they consume? Our platform, 
therefore, is not quixotic and strange, aud not 
subversive of law aud order. The aboli-
tion of poverty is iu the closest touch with the 
iabor problem. Labor means iife, aud life 
means labor. Life is a gift of the creator, and 
il is a sacred trust for which we shall be held 
religiously accountable. "Without labor the 
trust cannot be fuliilied. The human family 
could not live if men did not labor aud labor 
diligenliy* The naked man and nature have 
produced all things, and. better still, if the 
man gets a fair show, he is capable of produc-
ing things hitherto unheard of. Iu spite of 
what we have iu commou with the brutes, 
Lhere is much that we have above and beyoud 
them. It is the sublime philosophy of Christ's 
apostle that we rise by material things to the 
knowledge of God himseif. 'Man does not 
live by bread alone.' This stamps him astend-
ing toward ad in the universe that is good 
and true. He alone is oouscious of a moral 
law wbieh tcachcs him that God is a father 
aud a brother. This is natural law, and is as 
well known in China as in Christian Rome. 
When Christ came to the world, it was not so 
much to teach a new law : but to g ive a grace 
aud sanction to the natural law. Equality 
and justice are the same things; and the Bible 
is full of their praises. If there are uot great 
religious priucipies at the bottom of all this; 
it had better uot be; ii." it were not for the 
spiritual signilicance, then were life vanity. 
It is the religion of Christ that we serve the 
Father by the suecoring of our brethren. We 
love God for his own dear sake, and mankind 
for his. All the dogmas of the church and all 
the sacraments to which 1 give the fullest 
allegtance are iu themselves good, but it is 
fol ly to exalt them above charity, and it is an 
accursed thing to use them for upholding of 

the wrong-doer. The whole scheme of the 
world is that in the Fathei^s own good time 
he will call home from school to enjoyment 
the child who has been learning his tasks here 
upon earth. Labor is good, it is noble, it is 
holy—we do not restrict this to mere bodily 
work, but everything to make the world bet­
ter. The artist, the architect, the orator, and 
(to say a word for my own shop) the preaeher, 
if he speak the truth, is a laborer. There 
exists an inalienable right of man to life and 
to the equal enjoyment of all the pro vidential 
bounties of life. I h e right of property comes 
from making, producing; in some sense we 
make i t The inducement to iabor is that w e 
shall be allowed to enjoy the products of our 
work. Anything produced by human indus-
try is proper ly considered property. It is a 
putrid calumny to say that this platform is 
against the rights of property; we do not 
want to steal; w e want to stop the stealing. 
W e are warring against the order of things 
iu which one cannot get a chance to Iabor for 
iife, and in which men are compelled to bid 
against each other and not get a fair amount 
of the result of the labor for his reward." 

Dr. MeGlynn spoke for nearly two hours, 
and was eagerly listeued to by his audience. 

From the Treasnrer «f the Anti-Povertv 
soc ie ty . 

N E W YORK, Feb. 27.—Agreeably to the in-
structions of the executive committee--that I 
should publish a mouthly financiai statement 
—I inclose the treasurer's account for Feb­
ruary up to the time when the duties of my 
office were usurped by an irregularly con-
stituted committee. Since that date there 
have been receiptsof $3 and no disbursements 
made. 
Balance on hand Feb. 1.18S8 0327 21 

Beceipta during February. 
TIcket sales at mcetings. $212 90 
Coliection at meetipgs. 7154 

U SilTY CONGREGATION. 

REV. HU6H 0. PENTECOST, 
MINISTER. 

MAS0N1C HAU, 
Stxth avenue and Twenty-third street 

SERVICES, 

Sunday Morning. U o*olock.T 

- . • • • . i i ••» 

K T I - P O V E K T Y S O C I E T Y IN P H I L A ­

DELPHIA. 
The Society will hold meetlngs everv Sunday «raun* 

at 8 o'ctock at Lincoln hall, corner cf uroad streit and 
Fairmount avenue. 

Everybody lnvlted. Admlsslon fre% 

_ WJL J. ATKINSOS. President, 
J. H. M1NTYRE. Secretary. 

A 

MlSCELLANfOUi». 

Less rent of Academy one Sun­
day $175 00 

Less musical services 89 00 
Less advertisiGg 85 90 
Less printing tlekets 13 00 
Le.ss help at Academy 16 25 

«314 a 

Net receipts from meetlngs.... 
Tlekets sold for miners' benetlt 

(so far as reporie#to treas* 
urer) ..$522 10 

Coliection at miners* beneflt... 172 46 

r 8 75 
15(55 

<MM 
Less rent of Academy #175 00 
Less rent or Steiuwav hall 35 09 
Less tickets and posters 35 00 
Less uahers, janirors, e t c . . . . . . 23 25 
Less musical services 15 00 
Less advertisine S2 40 

817 65 
Net receipts to treasurer from miners' beneflt 
1 ni tiat ion fees. 
Regruiar subscripilons. 
Occasional donauons 
Jliscellaneous (charters, etc.) 

876 91 
»00 

80 00 
2 50 

10 60 
AUdiuooal receipts Miss Muiuer's benefit. . . . . . 2 00 

-ZKsburscmmfs. 
Printlneand statlonery «6 00 
Publishing and Is-.suing t raets.. 27 75 
Offlce rent, salanes, ete. 129 44 
Rent and postuge. Riverside 

brancU 7 80 
Paid Jumes E. Quinn for coal 

miners 360 49 

•793 94 

SUITS TO ORDER FROM $13.50. 

PANTS TO ORDER FROM $3.50. 

Samples and self-measurins chart 'malled onapplic» 

tlon by atatingpiice and. as vnear. aa.poasial« dealgs 

deslred. 

BRAHAM'S', 
1213 BOWERY, NEWJ9VOBK CITY.l 

THOUSANDS OF THE BEST 

$38 GOLD 
V A T CH 

Balance ln Commercial nat. 
bank 4203 47 

Balance in East River nat. 
bank 4 98 

Balance ln secretary's bands 
account society 88 09 

Balance iu secrerary's handa 
account miners* benefit.... 16 42 

580 93 

263 98 
793 94 

EVE2 KASS ASS SSLLQtø IK C?S 

CO-OPERATIVE CLUBS. 
Tl i la I s t h e B e a t . C h e a p e a t , 

Jfosft Con r e n l e a t. 
And only co-operattve System of seiling watches. 
The watches ara American Lever Stem Winderi, 
containing every eosential to acenraejr and darabil-
lty, aud bave, in additlon, nameroua patented itn-
provementa f onnd in no other watch. They are ab-
iointely the only Du«t and Damtpproof Move­
ment a made in the World, and ar» jewek-d throagh-
oat with GEyUIITB RU Bl ES. Th« latent 
Stem lFin4 and Se* is the ttrongest and oimplest 
made. The# are fully equal for appear-
anee, acruraei/f durability and service, 
to any $75 Watch. 

Our Co-operative Club System bringa them withia 
the reach of every one. 

We w a n t a n a e t l • « , r e a p o n s l b l e ren» 
r « s e n t a t i v e l u £ V £ B T C I T Y a » 4 

Heavy profits gnannteed oa limited iayestment, 
Wrile for foii particulars. 

The Keystone Watch Club Co: 
F. 0. Box 928, Philadelphia, Fa. 

RBFEKENCES:—Keyston» 
»Nationai Bank, or any Con* 
f mercial Agency. 

AGEKCXES: 
Kev Totlt. V.?. Sarrltbirg, Pa, 
Chicago, HL rsnver, m. ; 
PittifevÅ, Pl. EiltiaoT», Kå. \ 
Botten, Sau. St. Lsais, Ho. 
Pii^doljMjt, Pa. Wilmlagton, D*L 
Sstnit. Kica. Itc., «te. 

E. J. SHKIVER, Treasurer. 

Competiug* With Fan per Labor. 
Kansas Paper. 

We found years ago our cotton manu-
faeturers coutestiuf? with Eagland for Chinese 
and Japanese markets, and with success; as 
lonor a g 0 a s 1S79 o u r poor cotton barons ex-
ported into China no less than 11,290,411 pieces 
of thirty yards each, or 3»S,883,2aO yards of 
cotton goods in one year, and nota very good 
year either for the Yankee; we find the 
women and men working in the cotton nianu-
facturiag industri' of China for six to twentv 
cents per day and board themselves. Yet , 
our manufacturer must be prttected at home 
against the serf labor of Europe and Asia, 

In a K u t s h e l l . 
Honesty, Australia. 

Frot^ction is a tariff on our exports; land 
monopoiy is a tariif on cur production; and 
money monopoiy is a tariff on our exchanges. 
They are simply one thimr under different 
names, aud may all be sumnied up as a tax on 
industry. 

i>ll!sCEL.l^AX£OU». ~ 

Ti»de.1l»rk.—R«sl<>ter«d. 

WJTH T H I S STAMP Hf 
THE BOTTOM OW 

CANS ARC 

Free fro/i\ 
Poisorj, 

ANO ARC MAOC SV 

ORCANIZED LABOR. 

H Piso'8 Remedy for Catarrh ia the 
Best, Easieet to Use, and Cheapest. 

C%TARRH 
¥ Sold bydmgiristRorseBtbymaiL^B 

50c. E. T. Hazeltlce, Warren, Pa. ^ 1 

J \ Thoi.e "who believe that the public revenues 
should be rais^d by a single and direct las upon rela­
tive land values, anil who Taver the holding of a Na-
tional Conference, are requesteil to send addross im-
mediately to SAMUEL WILLIAMS, 

Viucennes, Ind. 

( ) 
L L E N U O K F ' S 

NEUR0D0NTINE. 

COOD NEWS 
TO LADIES. -• 
~ Greateatoaer^SoT^ouriim» 
to get orde ra for our celebrated 
T e a a . CoflTeea and I Iak I n r 
P o w d e r . a n d «ecarea beaattfux 
Gold Bana or Moss Rosa China 
Tea Set, Dinner S t. Gold Band 

Mosa Rose Toilet Bet, Watch, Brass Lamp, Castor, or 
Webster^Dictionary. Forjiftrficulars a(l<1res» 

T H E G R U T A M E K 1 C A X T E A . CO., j 
P. O. Box 289. 31 and 33 Vesey St.. &ew York.' 

^ — j — — • — ••., mi, i, ai •« iM| i i»»i M•"••••'",,"'" "7, ^m^r^r^m*mm~7^~~~*~mTrrrm*~''im, 
U N I T E D L A B O R P A R T Y . 

UNITED 
folio w ins 

In^tantanconscure for Toothach», He:tdache andS"euc 
ralgia. 25 ceuts. Central deoot, 203 E. Utb .st., >'. Y. 

C ^11 A K L E S IS. J9CIIA1DNEU, 

PHOTOGBAPHEB. 

22S0 TUrd avenue, cor. i24tn street; 
New Vork. 

Chlldren'8 Photojjraphs by lnstantaneous procé 
sperialty 

H OLLAXD'»" ' 
COiTEE AKD DIMNO KOOM* 

lio Fourth avenue. 
Bet. Kttu and 14th sts. 

JA HE?* B t M i A N , 
for James 3Ieans* §J and 

near Prince street. 
P R 1 N 0 1 P A I . . ACiENT 
" Si ahoe* a s BOWEKY, 

LA BOK PARTY-Ciuzena of tha 
named states who indorse the priuci­

pies of the United Labor Party and desire to lend ao-
tive aid in the movement, are requested to commit* 
nicate with the State Organuers of their respectivo 
»tat es, as foiiows: 

California—Judge James O. Hajruire, San Francisco. 
Connecticut—Kobert Pyne. 284 Asylum st., Hartford» 
Pennsylvania—Henry George club, box 190, Phil» 

delphia. 
Imiutna—Warren Worth Balle v, Vincennea. 
Kentucky—Land and Labor Club No. 1, boi 99, Cin-

clnnxtti. 
Louisiana— Jere. J. Sullivan, 705 Fulton street, New 

Orlcitns. 
Massachusetts (Berkshire county)—F. Harvey Lincoln, 

box 115, .Zylonite. 
Maryland—T. H. Garside, 1S07 West Lexlngton street, 

Baltimore. 
Minnesota—Centrat Committee, United Labor Party, 

42 Third st. south, JSI in nea polis. 
New YorU—John aicMaciiin, 28 Cooper Union, NéV 

York city. 
Otdo—Land and Labor Club No. 1, box 99, Cincinnati. 
South Caruhna—Benjamin Adams, Charleston. 
West Tennessee, Eastern Arkansas and Northera 

Mississippi—Land and Labor Club No. 2. Booms, 9 and 
10. Cotton Excliango, Memphis, Tenn. 

ILLINOIS.—Readers of the "Standard" Jn the 
state of Illinois., and all others intereated in thegreac 

priocip.Vs it advocales, are requested to send names 
aud addresses to W. H. Van Ornum, president of land 
aisd labor club No. I, Room 63, 170 Madison street, 
Chicago, with a view to elTecting sorae plan of organi-
zation for the state. Persons .in Cuicaco not alruady 
members ot land and labor clubs, aa well as secretarla» 
of suen organlzauons, are especially requested t 
w ri te. 

A L L R E A D E R S OF T H E S T A N D A R D IN 
J \ fa vor or a united labor party m the First asseni-
bi v distriet, composing the First, Second, TiurU, Fouxtb 
*nd Fifteenth wants. also the counttes and towns in-
niuiied in ihe distrtct will please send their names 
anvl addresses to tha undersigned, for the purp<iseof 
organizitig the distriet thorougaiy. JOS. H. ROSHIRT, 
Pre;-ident First a^semWy distnct, united labor party 
23 Third avenue, Albany, N. Y. 

c OOGAN B R O S . , ] 
— .•—*.* m i r r T T n - 1 

CARPET AND FURNITURE DE ÅLERS, 

COR. BOWERY AND GRAND STS. 

O Q R D A S S E H B L Y D I S T I I I C T 3 I E E T S 
Z.O «--very .Monda; eveniufj. German s t a k i n g mem-
bKt-i, every Tnesday evening at Vincent hall, 1897 
Third avenue, corner 105th street. Open everv e\"enins 
for enr.j,Jnieut of members. Thursdav and "Saturday 
evemngs free debates of tbe Progress and Poverty club 

OTER!» OF MA R V LAN 11 W H O A R K 
d->irous t-o a;d in propagating- the pnnclplea of 

the uuited labor party, as set fortn ln the New York 
pUt romt, adoptedat Syracuse, Au?. 19 are request«l 
W stud their names aud addresses to 

JOHN SALMON, 
^___ 415 N. Eutaw st., Baltimore, Md. 

P R i N T I N G . 
•-•S^rfS.—J%*^*^—k 

/^OKCOBJD C O - O P E R A T I V E P R I 3 I T I N O 

C03IPANY (Ld.) 
4? and 49 Center st., N. Y. 

BOOK. JOB AND NEWSPAPER PRINTOfa 

'4*'afV**'lr*! ' ^\i-Y 

si-SE 

;> U 

aC.BRIGGS M? 
5 APPLETON ST. BOSTON MASSLiN 

MAiNUFACTURERS OF X 
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