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Ford’s estate in trust

The Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.
— The will of Henry Ford II,
who reportedly shredded per-
sonal papers to protect his pri-
vacy, provided few details of
the settlement of his immense
estate.

Not a single dollar sign is
included in the seven-page
will filed Monday in a Palm
Beach County probate court.

The Ford fortune was dis-
creetly placed in a trust, es-
tablished May 17, 1984, the
day he signed his will. The
trustees are not disclosed in
the will.

“The purpose is privacy,
to avoid publicity and avoid
probate,” said Ford’s attorney,

L. Frank Chopin of Palm
Beach. “It’'s a common proce-
dure nowadays.”

The wealth of the auto
industrialist, who died of pneu-
monia last week in Detroit at
age 70, was estimated at $250
million last year by Forbes
magazine.

In the only mention of
personal property in the docu-
ment, Ford bequeathed to his
wife, Kathleen DuRoss Ford,
all “clothing, jewelry, club
memberships, automobiles
and any insurance policies.”
Mrs. Ford and Edsel Ford are
named as personal representa-
tives of the will. As such, they
and the unnamed trustees are
empowered to handle Ford’s
business affairs.
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pb: "Ownership, moreover, is in many ways disguised & can slow
not always be ascertained from the records."
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