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HE Town of Peace River lies in
a wide, beautiful valley. A main

highway, well paved, descends into
the town down a two-mile hill, and
sometimes heavy trucks go out of con-
trol. There were six such misadven-
tures this year, all at times when only a
few people were on the streets, so
nobody was hurt. The last one tore
down the hill at five o'clock in the
morning, plowed into the wing of a
commercial garage and reduced it to
flinders. The residents became alarmed
and suggested that a run-off be bull-
dozed near the bottom of the hill so
that a driver could turn off the road
onto an incline and bring his truck
under control if the brakes failed.
Three government engineers said
nothing could be done—the idea was
not feasible. So nothing was done.

Then at about 6:30 one Sunday
afternoon, a truck carrying 4,000 gal-
lons of gasoline raced into town, turned
down the main street, hit a parked car,
jackknifed and burst into flames from
the smoking brakes. The gasoline ran
down the street and blazed into a fire
that consumed a whole block of build-
ings. The truck exploded in front of
the motion picture theater which was
reduced to a mere shell in five min-
utes’ time. Fortunately it was empty—
had it been full of people all would
have lost their lives.

Within a month after this disaster
a run-off was constructed near the foot
of the hill, with large signs designating
it as an escape route. All the driver has
to do is to turn off the main road onto
the incline which checks the speed of
his truck.

Simple, isn’t it? Too simple for the

engineers. Of course it's understand-
able that “‘experts” trained to over-
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come difficulties should be baﬁled by
a situation that presents no difficulty.

This story illustrates the well known
fact that it takes a major disaster to
rouse people to action. We can reflect,
perhaps with profit, that a very danger-
ous world situation calls for simple
but immediate solutions, and that the
engineers of the economic system are
doing nothing to avert a disaster that
may destroy us all.

The solution? Why not the adop-
tion of free trade, the single tax policy
—or is this too simple?

Yes, here too, the economic experts
say it can’t be done. If a solution ap-
pears simple they seem to invent diffi-
culties, if only to make it appear tha
their work takes a lot of brains.

Actually, economic science, or polit-
ical economy, is the simplest of the
sciences. All that is required to under-
stand it is a normal intelligence and a
certain willingness to accept its con-
clusions—in other words, ethical
standards sufficiently high to persuade
us to accept the golden rule of eco-
nomics: equal opportunity for all,
special privilege for none, and recog-
nition of the fact that honesty 75 the
best policy.

For it is really later than we think.
It is time to build a run-off if we don’t
want to be caught up in an explosion
of frustrated human energy that will
leave few of us alive; and those few
living under worse than stone age
conditions.

Psychologists, to induce psychosis
in rats, tempt them with cheese. As the
rat nears the cheese through a maze, it
is snatched away from him. He goes
crazy after a while, and eats his own
feet. Men are different from rats in
some ways. They may not eat their
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own feet, but they will do other irra-
tional things when frustrated beyond
endurance. It is said that half the peo-
ple of the world never get enough to
cat—the cheese is snatched away.
“Take what you like, says God, and
pay for it,” states an old Spanish prov-

erb. Sometimes, as the Peace River
residents discovered, the price for pro-
tection is very high, and it increases
steadily the longer it is delayed. A dis-
astrous fire could have been avoided
by disregarding the professional ad-
vice and using common sense.

Land—HA Basic Problem

Wylie Young, Executive Director of the Erie Land Tax Association, Erie,
Pennsylvania, in a special report to religious leaders, emphasized the impor-
tance of the law of rent, with the hope that those who did not understand it
would avail themselves of the classes conducted by ELTA, and the printed
matter available on request.

Erie now offers promise for Georgists who have been steadily working
toward the goal of finding one city to take the plunge and institute land value
taxation, thereby affording a test case for others to follow. The Junior Chamber
of Commerce is enthusiastically campaigning for this reform, but since it
depends on a thorough educational effort, much more money is needed to supply
materials. Donations sent to ELTA at 2217 Peninsula Drive, Erie, Pennsylvania
will be most welcome.

Mr. Young, formerly a Presbylerian Minister, said “lack of a specific
understanding of the nature of land in our economy is at the bottom of the
poverty and unemployment which still plagues us as a people.” He referred
to land value taxation as ‘““a force that would restore human dignity, enhance
freedom and re-establish the vanishing power and prestige of democracy and
the free enterprise system. The freedom of some to take unfair advantage
of others becomes a threat to freedom itself,” he said. “In an effort to correct
the abuses of ill distributed power we have all but destroyed the roots of
freedom itself.”

Moral:

It is

cheaper

to beat

her

From

The ELTA This man is a good citizen

News and loves his wife. You can

Eri ’P This man is a cad. You can tell by the bow and arrow

rie, ra. tell by the way he is hold- bit. He built her a beauti-
ing his mouth. He beat his ful home, so they fined him
wife. Tsh! Tsh! So he was $300, not just once, but
fined $100—once. every year of his life!
10 HENRY GEORGE NEWS
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Cleaners Closed

for Taxes Owed

Checker Cleaners, 1012 S. st
st., was closed Wednesday by
the internal revenue service.

Emil J. Nelson, district direc-
d|tor of IRS,
s.| ordered padlocked bec use the
$809 in wit olding -
taxes on employes wa is. He

said the shop could reduen as
back taxes Wwere.

©.
ok|soon as the
up- | paid. ‘ :

Checker, former ly Acino
eaners, is operated by Joseph

find Steve J. De Salvo, 44,
5 E. Holmes av., Cudahy.
d not be reached for

said the door was

Nera 37, of 2608 E. Newport.
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