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THE ECONOMICS AND ETHICS OF THE 18TH CENTURY ENCLOSURE
MOVEMENT

Eighteenth contury writers on thb whole took wone
of two attitudes toward the contemporary lnclosure
movemant. Some, 11lke Arthur Young, considered only
its tendeney to inerease the total production of
wealth, and praised it, while others oonaidd éd only
its creation of a dispossecssed proletariat, and con=
domned 1t. Clearly, both sehools of thought falled to
analyze the movement, and conslder that 1t had some
good features‘and other bad ones, It was a change from
one bad system of land tenure to anothep‘bad system,
but in both wer- the germs of a good land system, In
what follows I shall plek out what I consider right and
wrong about each.

In order to avoid falling into the confuslons mentloned
above I shall divide this paper 1n'two‘parta: one con=-
cerning the mechanics of the productlion and distribution
of wealth, or what actually happened; and the other
the othles, or what should hqve harpenéd, Ag any ap-roaech
to the othles presupposed on understanding of the econ-
omics, I shall treat the 1$ttar first,

I

First, lt‘was necessary to change the old sysiem, The
clumsy systen of strip farming, three year rotatlpn. and
gormon use of nastur2s impeded production, There were at
least four reascns why it did thisg 1) Theguize<qnd‘ahape
of landholdings, aﬁ. the ugpe of the land, could not be

changed to meet new conditlons, Material progrosa, and the
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History 42

Suggested Topics for Written Reports

(20-30 pages)

The topics listed below are to be regarded only as general sug-

gestions; the student's further reading will suggest more appropriate
titles. The reading material mentioned is to be regarded eas suggestive
rether than exhaustive; it is supplied here so as to aid the student in
finding quickly some of the basic meterials needed for a satisfactory
essay. Additional bibliogrephical informetion cen be obtained in the
works of Williams, Grose, A. T. Milne, the Subject~Index of the British
lluseum, end the Cembridge Bibliography of ‘English Literature.

Political and Constitutional

1. Burke and the Responsibilities of Empire.

&, Burke's Works (1865 - var. eds.)

b, Sabine, History of Political Theory ,

¢. Beer, G. L., 01d Colonial System, 1660-1754

d. Beer, G. L., British Colonisl Policy, 1754-1765

e. Hotblack, K., Chatham's Colonial Policy

f. Egerton, H. E., Short History of British Colonial Policy
g+ Laski, H. J.,, Political Thought in England

2. Interpretations of the Constitutional Justification for the
erican Revolution.

revelyen, G. O., Americen Revolution
MeIlwein, C. H., The Emerican Revolution
Coupland, R., The American Revolution and the British Empire
Keith, A. B., Constitutional History of the First British

Empire

Egerton, H. E., Short History of British Colonial Policy
Hertz, G. B., The 0ld Colonial System
Hollend, B+ H,, Imperium et libertas

Economic
fodi-bin i Lot

1. Defoe and laisser-feire capitalism.

a. Defoe, The Complete English Tradesman in Femiliar Letters(1726)
esp. pp. 53-69; 363-388

b. Defoe, Plan of the English Commerce (in Scarce and Valuable
Tracts on Commerce, ed. J. R. llcCulloch) pp. 105-144

¢c. Laski, H. J., Political Thought in England, pp. 281-316

d. Biscoe, M. A., Economic Policy of Walpole

e. Perris, G. H., Industrial History of llodern England

f. iantoux, P., The Industrial Revolution in 18%th Century England




C.

D.

e

+ kees, J. F.,, "Phases of British Commerical Policy in the 18th
Century"”, in Economica, v. 14 (1925)
Lipson, Economic History of England
Tewney, Religion and the Rise of Capitelism, Chs. IV & V
Bland, A. E., Brown, P. A.,, Tawney, R. H.,
English Economic History, selected documents

LRt s

2. Locke and Smith; A Comparison of their Individualistic Attitude
toward Society and the Stete: The Secular Roots of Laissez-
faire Capitalism. ‘

a. Locke, Of Civil Government (Everyman ed.)
Introduction, pp. vii-xviii
Ch. I, pp. 117-18
Ch: IV, pp. 127~128
Ch. V, peragraphs, 26-28; 33,34,36,39,40,43-45,50-51
Ch. VI, paragraphs, 54,57,63
Ch. VII, paregraphs, 85,87,88,93,94
Ch. IX, pp. 179-182
Ch. I, pp. 183-190
b. Smith, Adem, Wealth of Nations
c. Wagner, D. 0., ed. "Adam Smith", in Social Reformers, pp. 3-26
d. Laski, H. J., Political Thought in England, pp. 281=316
e. Leski, H. J., Rise of Liberalism
f. Stephens, L., History of English Thought in the 18th Century,
e N

Religion

1. Wesley and the Industrial Revolution

e. Varner, W. J., The Wesleyan ilovement in the Industrial Revolution

b. Curnock, N., et al. eds., Journal of John Wesley, 8 V., 1909-16.

¢. Winchester, C. T., Life of John Wesley, 1906

d. Creed, J. M., and Boyes Smith, Religious Thought in the 18th
Century ,

e. Bogne, B., and Bennett, J., History of Dissenters from the
Revolution in 1688 to the Year 1808. (1808-12 ed. in 4 v.;
1833%«9 in 3 v.)

f. Abbey, C. J., and Overton, J. H., The English Church in the
18th Century, 2 v. (1878)

g. Morley, H., ed., Illustrations of English Keligion, Ch. XII.
From 1714 to 1789, pp. 345=-85

~—h. Mantoux, P., The Industrial Revolution in 18th Century England.

Social

1. Englend through Purefoy Eyes: A Review of the Purefoy Letters,
1736-53 (2 v. G. Eland, ed.)




G.

- Xn

2. Theories of Philanthropic Institutions in the 18th Century

a. Eden, F. M., The State of the Poor

b. Leonard, E. M., The Early History of English Poor Relief

c. Gray, B. K., 4 History of English Philanthropy

d. Mershall, D., English Poor in the 18th Century

e. Jones, M. S., Charity School Movement of the 18th Century

f. Bowden, W., Industriel Society in England towards the End of
the' 18fh Century

g. Lipson, E., Economic History of England, v. 3

h. Botsford, J. B., English Society in the 18th Century as
Influenced from Overseas

Military and Neval

1. Marlborough as Strategist

a. Churchill, W. S., Marlborough

b. Belloe, H., The Tectics and Strategy of the Great Duke of
Marlborough B

c. Fortescue, J. W., History of the British Army

2. Chatham es an exponent of the strategy of "total warfare".

e. Hotblack, K., Chatham's Colonial Policy

b. Corbett, J., Engleand in the Seven Years' Wer, 2 v. 1907

c. iehen, A. T., Influence of See Power upon History, 1660-1783

d. Fayles, C. E., "Deflection of Strategy by Commerce in
Eighteenth Century", in Royal United Service Institute
Journal, vol. lxviii (1923)

Science

1. The influence of the Royal Society on the development of eany
brapah of science in the 18th century.

a. See B. Williams, The Whig Supremacy 1714-60, pp. 435 and
436 for bibliogreaphy

Historiogrephy

1. The Hemmonds' Use of "Evidence": - an examination of "historical
truth".

a. An anelysis of either the Town Labourer or Villege Lebourer,
or any specific chepter in either. Compare other
perellel works and check the reviews in learned
periodicals.

2. Who was Hennah Lightfoot? A Judgment on John Lindsey's The
Lovely Queker. (1939)
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HISTORY 42

This is a schedule of the general run of the lectures in the course,
week by week, and of the reading as it falls by weeks. It should be re-
membered that some of the reading is rather specialized, snd that everyone
should get a general chronological plan of the period by reading some good
standard texts. S. R. Gardiner's Student's History of Englend is again
suggested as possibly the best for this purpose. There are other perfectly
sound English history text books, but on the whole Gerdirer gets in more
facts with less effort to himself and to the reader than enyone else.

Of the text books that might be read, Hall and Albion A History of
England and the British Enpire is recent and sometimes suggestive. W. E.

Tunt's History of I England is & solid sort of text. G. M. Trevelyen's
History of anland is, like all Trevelyan's books, brllllantly written,

full of suggestive thought end interpretation (some of which may annoy you,
but that's no harm ceused) and essuming a very considerable foundation of
knowledge on the part of the reader. Basil Williams' The Whig Supremacy
hes it good and bad points. Its great merit is that it remlnds the reader
thet there was a lot to life besides perliamentary menoeuvre and inter-
national war.

Anyone intending seriously to study eighteenth century England should
turn to Lecky's monumental History. It is old, its interpretation of the
development of parties is definitely dated, but it remeins about the best
single picture of eighteenth century England that you cen find. It is quite
easy to retouch Lecky's treatment of perliamentary development in the light
of recent work by Namier. It is unnecessary to retouch his sketches of per-
sonalities and of foreign affairs.

October 2 - 14 The Social and Economic Background

Required:
MesasToy > Elsfry 28 EdgTind) ehab 11"

The selections should be read in the order named.
ilacaulay is describing Englend about 1685, Nemier deals
with the social and political ideas that obtained about
1760. Social and political idees, howevet, .changed .sur-
prisingly little over the intervening yeers, and the -
two discussions join together very well.

Suggested:
Defoe, Tour Through the Whole Islend of Great Britain

Trevelyan, Blenheim, Chaps. I-IV
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Qetober 16 - 30 The Restoration, The Wars Against Louis XIV,
The Foundation of Perliamentary Government

Required:
One of the following:

€Tark  The Le tw/@/
Trevelyan, England Under the Stuarts, Chaps. XI-XIII

The Reigns of William III and Anne

Required:
~Glerie~The-teter-Stuerts;—Chaps. VI~VEIT™
November 2 = 6 The Whig Supremacy in Politics end Thought

Suggested:
Mecaulay, Essay on Horace Walpole

Hervey, lemoirs Ted. Sedgwick), pp. 132-184
Veucher, Walpole et la Politique de Fleury

e et e et Sy .

November 9 - 13 The Mid-Century Wars, India, The Opening
Stages of Political Struggle Between
George III and Perliament

Required:

et 15 P luereeof Ses Powzs- T
LS iilY¥iam .

ofi \HiStory). Chept.VEI-VIT1

Suggested:
Critical Standerds of the 18th Century
John Steegman, The Rule 2£ Taste

Methodism
Lecky, England in the 18th Century, Vol. II, Chap. 9

November 16 = 27 Further Parliamentary Developments, Early
Reform Ideas

Required: _

A~ ~Chaps. 1 T 3 ; : b
ahgn, History of England, Vol. V, Chap. ALIV

2
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