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FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
717 K STREET, #208, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814
(916) 446-3109

5 May 1978

Prof. Mason Gaffney

Graduate School of Administration
University of California
Riverside, California 92521

Dear Prof. Gaffney:

Dick Walker at U.C. Berkeley mentioned to me that he had discussed
Senator Garamendi's bill, SB 2116, relative to agricultural water
conservation. As we are the primary sponsors of the bill, we are
attempting to gather expert testimony on the need for the legislation.
Dick said that you might be willing to prepare a short statement which
could be presented at the hearing on May 16.

The bill sets up a task force to identify technical information which
we possess, and to identify significant gaps in the research which is
available. Of greater significance is the task force duty to place
technical, environmental, and other information on agricultural water
use within the context of state policy objectives in agriculture. The
goal of the task force activities 15 to determine the state's
"agricultural water conservation potential,'" which is defined in
the legislation(page 4, Sec. 504(c); policy objectives on page 5, Section 505).

If you feel the bill has merit, a statement as to the need for
an evaluation of the potential for agricultural water conservation, as
a policy option in the state's agricultural economy, would be most
helpful in our efforts to obtain committee approval. We are faced
with a very difficult Senate committee, and our opposition claims
both that the technical information is complete, and that it has
been integrated with economic and policy information. We disagree.

Thanking you in advance for your kind consideration, I am

Sincerely yours,

-M/bf
Michael M
SACRAMENTO REPRESENTATIVE

Enclosure

P.S. Should you have questions, please call me, or Pat Johnston in Senator
Garamendi's office at (916) 445-2407.
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POsST OFFICE Box 90
MOKELUMNE HILL. CA 95245

May 2, 1978

Professor Mason Gaffney
Graduate School of Administration
University of California
Riverside, California 92521
RE: SB 2116
Dear Professor Gaffney:

I have introduced Senate Bill No. 2116, which would create
the California Agricultural Water Conservation Task Force. This
task force would be required to complete an extensive investiga-
tion of alternative methods of supplying water to California
agriculture, and report the results of its analysis to the Legis-
lature, and make recommendations for further long-term research
on all aspects of water resource development and agricultural
water supplies.

Composed of state officials, representatives of the public,
members of the Legislature, and specialists, the task force would
bring together the various types of information required to make
decisions on crucial policy issues related to agricultural water
supplies which we now face in California. Thus, the task force
and its staff would gather the information from experts investi-
gating the various aspects of this complex problem--technical,
environmental, economic, and political--and devise a framework
for understanding the broad impacts of various alternative programs
for supplying water to California agriculture. Furthermore, this
integrated analysis would be performed with specific policy goals
in mind.

I believe that only with such an integrated approach can we
begin to make real progress toward informed decision-making on
water resource issues. I introduced this legislation in order to
remedy two deficiencies which I have perceived: First, gaps in
specific types of information needed for decision-making on techni-
cal, environmental, and economic aspects of water resource programs;
and second, the lack of a broad policy context within which to view
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the various sources of specialized information. SB 2116 would
appropriate funds for consultation and staff in order to prepare
the task force report for the Legislature.

Currently, the opposition to this legislation claims that
neither of the deficiencies which I perceive in this area exist,
and that, consequently, the appropriations contained in this legis=-
lation would be wasteful. I am, therefore, writing you to consult
you, as an expert in one or more areas which are affected by this
legislation, as to your opinion on the need for such legislation
and the value of the approach we have designed.

I would appreciate your comments on the quality and extent of
information which exists in your area of expertise which is
affected by this bill and your frank opinion on the overall approach.
As the bill will be heard on May 16, your comments would be most
helpful to me in determining the merit of our approach if they
arrived by May 12.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

JG:irl
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