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Sunday, Jan. 4, 1976
Tear lase,

I lenguish for lack of a letter from you. Vuts up in B.C?

¥y peper/thesls is going very well. I haven't written a great deal yet,
but I've accumulated tons of interesting data, I've spent hours and hours
processing the Fortune 500, I've also recently discoverdd lMoody's Industrizl
Menual, which promises to be & goldmine. It lists land and improvements for
mejor corporstions, among other things., But I'm beginning to wonder if when I
get through putting all this stuff together, the results won't be so obvious
that they won't be interesting. Cr toc controversial to be believable. Or
both. I hope to have something for you by the end of Januarybhubui I keep
bogging down in date processing, or theoretical calculations. I must of
reinvented thedwheel 100 times.

¥eith and I are finally actually trying agein., (I got rid of my TUD.)
Modern medecine has recently come up witg 2 new miracle: some sort of hormone
they give to women like me with a tendency to prematurity, which reduces the
baby's chance of developing hyaline membrane disease. Now if only I can get
pregnant,.. It took over a year last time.

Veanwhile, we're continuing our strange lifestyle. After 2 long dry
spell, Keith finally lald a neighboring lawyer's secretary. I've been
flirting with lorgeard, who seems to be responding. Part of ny attraction to
hin is that he has children., I'm definitely afflicteé with some sort of
Kinderlust.

To my infinite amazement, Pill has so far turned out to be a good
correspondent: already a long letter and a postcard. Not bad fer a man who
always szid he hates to write letters, and who I was begimning to think wanted
nothing to do with me. I suppose with half a globe between us, he feels safe
enough to show me a little regard without fear that I wlll come on strong at
him. There's no question I've pressured him, continuing to come around no
matter how disagreable he acted. On the other hand, he's hypersensitive. Any
gesture of affection seems to throw him into a2 panic. I sent hinm two Male
Carnezie books for New Years: Fow to Stop Vorrying and Start Living (you should
try that one yourself) and How To Win Friends and Influence People., I'm hoping
he'1l1l vead them and use some of the suggested techniquestto pull himself
together., Twelve years of getting shrunk sure didn't do him much good,

¥ell, back to the Fortune 500. One of my pocket calculators finally
went bezerk, anc it seems I have to send it back to the manufacturer te get
it repaired., Some sort of market f#ailure going on. Vhy can't I get it
repaired locally?

I forgot. I had a long phone conversation a few days ago with Hazel
Henderson. She said she's coming to visit you in March., What a character.
She said she was the fisstpperson without a college degree elected to the
National Academy of Sciences.orYou've got a friend in her, though. She's
trying to line you up to testify before all sorts of committees of Congress.
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Excerpts from "What Do You Say After You Say Hello?"
by Eric Berne, M.D.

P. 332 THE SUBJUNCTIVE

«+. The Berkeley Subjunctive is most highly
developed on college campuses. The classical

phrase is "I should, and I would if I could, but...."
Variants are "If only they would, I could, and I
think I probably should, but ..." or "I should and

I probably could, but then they would..."

This subjunctive attitude becomes formalized in the
titles of bocks, theses, papers, and student assign-
ments. Common examples are "Some Factors Involved

In ..." ( = if only), or "Toward a Theory of ..."
(= I would if I could, and I know I should). 1In

the extreme case, the title reads: "Some Introduc-
tory Remarks Concerning Factors Involved in Gather-
ing Data Toward a Theory of ..." - a very modest title
indeed, since it is plain that it will take about

two hundred years before the theory itself will be
ready for publication. It is obvious that this man's
mother 'told him not to stick his neck out.

In script language, "toward" means "don't get
there." Nobody asks "Does this airplane go
toward New York?" nor would many people

want to travel with a pilot who says: "Yes,
we're going toward New York." He either goes
to New York or you take another airplane.

'



Excerpt from "Self-Actualization and Minimum Effort"

by Frank Goble, Thomas Jefferson Research Center,
May 1974

Why, if humans are born with a need or drive towards
self-actualization, do so few achieve it? Dr. Maslow's
explanation was that to achieve self-actualization
people must overcome their basic need for security.
"One can choose," he wrote, "to go back towards safety

or forward towards growth. Growth must be chosen

again and again; fear must be overcome again and again....
Anything that increases fear or anxiety tips the dynamic
balance between regression and growth back towards
regression and away from growth."



British Columbia Institute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
]m:lepmdmt rescarch in the public service

3771- Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsp 5¢3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 o 892

January 2nd, 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
2490 Channing Way
Room 218

Berkeley, California

94704
Dear Polly:

All our mail from Seattle still hasn't
come yet. Meantime, you will enjoy the enclosed
remarks on the Berkeley Subjunctive by Eric Berne.

What do you think of the Berne School,
by the way.

Cordially,

Mason Gaffney
Executive Director.

MG:am

Encl.
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British Columbia Institute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
dependent rescarch in the public service

3771- Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsp 5¢3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 591 or 892
January 6th, 1976

Professor Donald Martin
Department of Economics
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia

and

Professor Nicholaus Tideman
Department of Economics
Virginia Poly Tech
Blacksburg, Virginia

Gentlemen:

With your interest in property rights in jobs
in this certification society, you may be interested in the
following comment which I found in my diary dated 1951.

"When I was 17, they gave me a license to drive a 2,000
pound car with the capability of killing people. When I
was 20, they gave me a gun and told me I could shoot cer-
tain people. When I was 21, they gave me a commission,
with the power to order people to face death. Now I am 28.
They won't let me handle a paint brush, plumb, saw, hammer,
string wire, play the violin for money or teach first
graders. I need experience first to protect the public's
safety.

When I was 23, trapped on the Island of Biak,
waiting for a troop ship home, I received in the mail my
first form 1040. A soldier's pay is ordinary income,
fully taxable. That was the same year that capital gains
treatment was extended to income from timber sales.

Considering these facts, I often wonder how any-
one can keep a straight face."

Sincerely,

Mason Gaffney
Executive Director.

113 /am



Friday, Jan. 9, 19?6

lear Hase,

Here's lakein. Hope you like'inm,

Did T shock you? With your history? I guess for me and Keith sex has
simply become defused. OCbviously I would get upset If he started spending
alot of time with znothcr woman, ond viee versa., Put that's not 1ikely to
hepren. nd even 1f it did, T think we conld cove. -Anyway we talk a much
bhiihker game than we play. (Qur adventurez have heen few and far between.

The most important thing that hes heprened in the last couPle of yvears
is that we have become more independent, and more ready to respect the other's
independence. COCur self esteem and sense of security no lenrer depends on
constrainin~ the other to behave in some martienlar wah, We've also learned
to communicate 2lot better, o more exmecting the other person to read one's
mind, and setting hurt when the other failed 4o notice covert signels. If
T want something from Veith, 1 s2y so, and he has the abhsolute right to refuse.
‘nd vice versa, The most we ever get annoyed a2t each other ahout are trivia
like my bad drivine or kelth's slpnpiness,

30 we c2n enjoy an occasional fling with a friend, without the other
feeling threatened, Tt's fun, and it breals down barriers to commmication.
It's 2 rewarding experience for hoth of us, and hopefully for our Friends
too. OFf course not too many people will accept cur terms. T mean, who wants
a person who nproclains in advance that he or she is very hanpily married and
intends to rem2in £07?

Congratudations again to you and Tish. That's so exciting!

Regards,



British Columbia Institute
for Economic Policy Analysis
]11d¢pmdmt rescarch in the public service

3771- Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsr 5¢3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or 892
January 9th, 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
2490 Channing Way
Room 218

Berkeley, California
94704

Dear Polly:

The Seattle mail finally arrived with the
transcript, the January 31 Deadline, etc.
Thanks for the Mirabel article. I had already seen
it, as a matter of fact. It sounds like Seattle,
only ten times worse. Thanks for the Gordon Winston
piece. I did ask him to come to the conference and
he was enthusiastic but unavailable.

1976 model Gaffney expected August 23rd.
Regards to you and Keith.

Cordially,

/]:ak/ ..

Mason Gaffney
Executive Director.

MG/am



British Columbia Institute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
Indcpmdent rescarch in the public service

3771 - Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsp 5¢3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 o 892
January 9th, 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
Room 218

2490 Channing Way
BERKELEY, California
94704

Dear Polly:

Yes, you should write your dissertation about
something challenging and try to be creative. It nay
seem wasted on your committee but the important thing
is training and habit. True, Dave Shapiro got away
with a potboiler, but look what happened to Dave Shapiro.
Write a good dissertation and then you can live on it
for years. There will be so many ideas in there you can
draw on for later work.

No, I don't understand the Cambridge contro-
versy. I do understand this much, though, it's pedantic,
hair-splitting, and sterile. We will by pass it. 5B
you understand how to invest in real estate, you under-
stand more than the Cambridge controversialists.

Glad to learn, although sorry for the fact,
that your friends came up with the Brem's falla¢ty.
Keith's perspicacity on the subject, however, encourages
me to believe that the way to handle it is to stick straight-
forwardedly to examples in real estate investment. Keep
the feet on the ground, rather than the head in the clouds.
Do get me a copy of your paper with all speed.

Cordially,

Mason Gaffney

Executive Director.

MG/am



British Columbia Institute

Jor Economic Policy

Analysis

lnd.cpmdxznt research in the public service

3771- Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsr s¢3

January 1l4th, 1976

M E M O

Miss Mary Rawson,

Member, Board of Directors,

B.C. Institute for Economic
Policy Analysis.

Ms. Polly Roberts,
2490 Channing Way,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dr. Martin Stern,
3143 Bremerton Place,
La Jolla, Calif.

Dr. Malcolm Micklewright,
Geography Department,
University of Victoria.

Mr. Ted Gwartney,

Office of the Assessment Comm.,

1537 Hillside Ave.,
Victoria, B. €.

Mr. Alistair Crerar,

Member, Board of Directors,

B.C. Institute for Economic
Policy Analysis

SUBJECT: Land Value Maps,
missing folder.

I have a collection of land value maps, I

cannot find it in my files.

I may have loaned it to

you. If so, please let me know right away.

Thank you.

MG/am

e

.

Mason Gaffney
Executive Director.

477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or £92



Yednesday, Jan 28, 1976

Tear Vase,

I've been ignofing you lately, perhaps out of guilt, perhaps because
T ran out of stationery.

I got your llew Year's card. laura looks almost human! (That's the kind
of thing ¥eith would say.) inyway, I'm jealous. Y%hen did you get the dog?

; I enjoyed your letter zbout licences to work, and no, I don't have your
land value maps.

Now, as to the reasons for guilt:

1., After discussing the conference papers with two publishers, one
of whom has published a number of books on land use and conservation, I'm
coming to the conclusion that a) another volume on urban growth is unsaleable,
and b)the mediocre quality or nonexistence of some of the papers isn't worth
my time and effort to remedy when I'm in the middle of writing my thesis,
that is, in 1light of a). So, unless you hear otherwise from ke, the paper
is off. ZI just hope that in your usuzl fashion you haven't started yet.

2. ¥y thesis is going beautifylly, but it's getting longer faster than
I can finish it, if you know what I mean. TFifty pages of first draft and still
going strong. I don't see any place yet to cut to get something for you. I'm
in the middle of extracting 2ll sorts of marvels from the Faustmann formula.
It's amazing what you can get out of it if you have the patience to slog
through alot of differential calculus. Hopefully T can eventuzlly stick most
of the tedious stuff in an appendix. Foor Dick Norgaard who's going to have
to read it soon. Ie and Fhil are so overworked -- the new "Folitical ZEconomy
of Natural Hesources" major they created is swamped. So I just hope that in
your usual fashion you are running belnd on the TRZD book, and I can still
get something in.

Guess who I met HMonday! larion Clawson, who's retired from RfF, and is
out here givéng 2 seminar on resources this semester. GCrest old guy. I bet
nobody's made nuch effort towards him either -- it must be kind of lonely to
come out here not knowing toc meny people.

I've gotten mygself into & peck of trouble with the Sierra Club. The
Club and other orgenizations are trying to stop a major development on a
hill adjoingng San Bruno Mountain just south of SF. Real lunacy "will destroy
the last remaining open space in northern San Mateo County"” ete. So I
testified on behalf of the developer. I dmftt think I'11l ever hear the end
of 1t. One woman threatened to "smear me in the press" and "%ill me in the
Slerra (Club". DNeedless to say, preparing to testify, testifying, and defending
nyself thereafter has taken about four days away from my thesis. Very bad.

Well, my best to you and "ish and ILaura and ( ¥e



Satufday, Feb. 7, 1976

Lear lase,

It was six men of Indostan

To learning much inclined,
‘iho went to see the Tlephant

(Though all of them were blind),
That each by observation

vight satisfy his mind.

“The Blind Fen and the T‘lephant”
John Godfrey Saxe (1816 - 1887)

#s@de from the a2bove egregious error, your paper on site value taxation
is magnificent! Very clear, very w&ll written. Hopefully anyone with an
interest in the subject will understand it. 1I'm going to make alot of copées
to send to friends.

¥y thesis continues to go well. I've about got the mathematical section
under control. The rest will go faster, though when I'11l finish T can't
predict. I'm positive I'll get the whole thesis doen this year, hopefully
by September., /nd I'm trying to get something for you. It's so hard to Jmow
what to cut out -- I've got about 60 or 70 pages at this point,

I got invited to spesk at Bernie Siegan's land use regulation conference
in San Ulego next week., They're paying my expenses plus 200! Jow! I'm
really meking it big these days. 1I'm on right before Ton Hazman!

I've gotten into & new involvement. Fun, but turning into something
of an ego war, The guy persists in assuming that because I seduced him T
must be in love with him, and that therefore he somehow must take responsidility
for me. It's such a typical male assumption. When Keith had,his girlfriend
Judith down in LA he kept moaning to me how Judith was £alling in love with
him and how the responsibility upset him. (Big ego trip of course.) So he
finally decicded to have a "heart to heart" talk with Judith about it. GShe
gave him absolute hell for his presumption.

How are Tish, Iaura, ( ), and Chauncy?

Regards,




British Columbia Institute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
]ndepmdmt rescarch in the public service

3771 - Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsr sc3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or 892

February 4 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
Room 218

2490 Channing Way
Berkeley, California
94704

Dear Polly:

Yes, in my usual fashion I'm running
behind on the TRED book and there is still time
for your contribution to be received. Please
note, however, that it is not I but certain others
of my contributors who are running behind. Of
course I could just cut them off, since the good

papers are in, and I might. So beware!
All the best.

Cordially,

e

Mason Gaffney
MG: jm Executive Director.



British Columbia Institute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
mdependent research in the public service
3771 - Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsp 5¢3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or 892

February 17 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
Room 219

2490 Channing Way
Berkeley, California
94704

Dear Polly:

Congratulations on your good news,
A: that your thesis is progressing, B: That
your paper for me is progressing, C: That
Ernie Segin has invited you to speak and re-
ceive $200 and D: for educating all those males
in the fallacy of having too much ego. Jean got
me to make coffee a couple of times last week
but hasn't had so much luck with my three male
colleagues.

Family all well, thank you. Give
my best regards to Keith.

All the best.

Mason Gaffney
MG: jm Executive Director.



‘aturday, ¥arch 8, 1976

Dear Mase,

Cur suspiclons are confirmed. The creature is Presumably due, if we're
lucky, towards the end of October. which means I'll have to g0 %o bed at ths
end of Juby, and had better have my thesis dome by then. TYortunately, I'm not
feeling as sick as T was a few days ago, so I should be abhle to work fairly
efficiently,

Porget the letter of recommendation to %he Flarming Tep't. They threw
me out on the prehiminary screening, 3o did Ciammini. I'm not sure whether
that means T should give up hope of getting a3 job at UC Rerkeley, or should
Just try again next year with a completed Ph™, Just as Well, T suppese,
gince T wouldn't be able to teach in the fall anyway.

Ve h2d a ngce perty for Marion and Wora Clawson 3t the LeVeens last
night. T spent a2 long time talking to Mora. She said what a pleasure it
wes to wor¥ with someone 1like you who had =2 good classical education. 7id
you zetually study all that stuff in school somewhere, or are you just
self-taught?

Cne small victory. You may remember my argument with Mck Norgaar)
gs to whether emall or large firms were more risk-averse, Ue of course took
the traditional position that small firms were. Fe's been processing all this
data on the biddines patterns of large and small oil companies., And -- surprise! --
he's found that the big companies go for the best sites and pay high premiums
for them. The little companies go for the risky, marginal sites.

One sm2ll comedy too. T woobbelartin a Christmas card, in which T
suggested that he talke a look 3t the Carnegie hooks., I talked-to him
before zoing dom to San Diezo for Siepen's thing -- and discovered he was
furious at me, Why? Tor suggesting he 7o learn how to be a hymocrite, ete.
I puess he'd thought T was trying to sell him snake 0il, or teach him how to
sell it., Me was ouite insulted., Another friend had the seme readtion, though
not so violent. Carnegie has a bad reputation in snobbish intellectuzl circles.



Sunday, April 25, 1976
Dear Mase,

Long time rc hear. How are you? Have vou found some place to go
L]

yet’

I'm Tinally starting to feel bedter. But it's still sporadic. I have
good dare, znd days I end un just sleening. What an ordeal this has turned
indd. If we don't succeed this time, I'm not going to try again.

Paver for you is coming CK, but, naturally, slower than anticipated.
T keen overcstimating how much I can get done. But it'll be good, I think.

I have a new love, of sorts: Ted's 10 rear old son, Daniel. Dan is

an intellectual, a»d a natural history buff -- absolutely into everything, the
Wway I was at his aze. He has a nassion for bugs, and now revtiles. 1 got him
a snake a couple of weeks ago -- big thrill ‘but it's still refusing to eat).

We went with Ted & Keith looking for wildlife on Point Reyes last weekend.
Dan must have tuwrned over everv hoard we nassed, lookingffor salamanders,
snakes, lizards, etec. He already knows most of the latin names of most of
the beasts we were looking for. I'm enchanted with him. There's so much I
can dc and share with 2 child like that. 1T also feel sad; I realize how much
I've been missing all these years not having children. And even if I'm
lucky enough to have a live baby this time, who knows how it will turn out?
So I'm going to make the most of Daniel.

Speaking of children, how are yours?

Regards,









Saturday, May S
Dear Mase,

I mentioned to Phil LeVeen that you were thinking of going to Riverside.
(Don't worry, it won't get back to Victoria ) He sald that according to Henry
Vaux, Jr., you'll be walking into a lion's den. Apparently the place is totally
polarized between a gang of right-wingers and a gaig of Marxists. They can't
hold a faculty meeting without a stenographer. A couple of faculty members
“have receatly left in disgust.

I wasn't sure if I should pass this on to you -- Phil may be exaggerating.
But verhaps you should check the story out before you make a final decision.
And perhaps it's not news to you.

Hate to be a wet blanket. 3ut if the story's true, vou'll find out
soon enough.

Regards,



British Columbia Institute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
htdapmdmt rescarch in the public service

3771 - Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsp 5¢3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or 892
May 10 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts,
Room 219

2490 Channing Way
Berkeley, California
94704

Dear Polly:

Thanks for sending "Let's Look at the
Property Tax" by the League of Women Voters of Calif-
ornia. Large parts of it read as though you must be
the sole author instead of one-sixth author as suggested
on the title page, or is it possible that we made some
headway with Helen Break, Betty Casey, Kit Drollinger,
Gloria Grossman and Laura Mitchell. I assume it was
Helen who represented George so magnificently.

As a minor criticism there is no way that
the short paragraph on page 81 concerning western Canada
could reflect the total facts of this rather complex
situation. It is certainly not true that British Col-
umbia maintains land value taxation. Alberta is closer
to it, I believe, from what I have heard. o

Will you please send a copy of the publication
to General Dick Danby at Suite 300, 1740 West Georgia Street,
Vancouver, B. C. Another should go to Mayor Frances Dias,
Palo Alto, California.

I don't see how you get so much done. Con-
gratulations! You really took this one over.

I enclose, for your amusement, some rough notes
I used last Saturday for the Pacific Northwest Regional
Science Association.

I trust this finds you well and gravid.
Cordially,

S

Mason Gaffney
MG:jm Executive Director.
Enc.



Polly Roberts May 10 1976

P.S.

I don't feel one should ever discuss preferential
assessment of farmland without pointing out that
the Founding Father of this species of legislation
was none other than Governor Spiro Agnew of Mary-
land. It's not that I want to bias the reader,
you understand, but he should know what pack he's
running with.



British Columbia Institute
Sor Economic Policy Analysis
}ndzpmdcnt rescarch in the public service

3771- Haro Road - Vicroria- British Columbia- vsp 5c3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or 892
May 10 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
Room 219

2490 Channing Way
Berkeley, California
94704

Dear Polly:

I just read "Fiscal Impact of Public Policy"
which you must have sent me several months ago. It
is right-headed but needs a lot more work. It rambles
and occasionally raves. By the way, it didn't begin
in 1971 with Livingstone and Blayney. It goes 'way,
'way back. Homer Hoyt was deep into it right after
the second World War, beginning, as I recall, with
Evanston, Illinois.

I see you're taking on Palo Alto. I wonder
which side my old classmate, Franny Dias, is on? 1In
those days she was Franny Kracha. She and I and Charlton
Heston make quite a trio, don't you think?

Cordially,
Mason Gaffney
MG:jm Executive Director.



Friday, May 1k, 1074

2

ear Mase,

I enjoved vour notes on land use. Thanks for the tin about Snirc
It just so happens that I'm in the midst of a diatriabe against vreferrential
assessments, for the second installment of the league of Women Voters study,
on assessment practices. So it couldn't have come at a hetter momert.

- I think Helen Break deserves most of the credit for “"Let's Look at

the Property Tax". Very little of the section I was assigned, on the legal
fxxmework of the vroverty tax, ended up in thé final version. And the first
draft of the revort was a disaster. I rewrote the worst sections, but gave

up in désvair. Then Helen apparently completely rewpwte and reorganized the
thing from beginning to end -- it was 2 pleasant shock to see how well it
came out. I can perhaps claim credit for making sure evervone got vour stuff,
but 1'm sure Helen already had it. As you may or may not know, Helen cosuthors
all of George's artidles, ~- though she usually doesn't get crediti. So don't
be so hard on old George.

5o far so good on the pregnancy front. I got to the hospital konday
for a minor overatlion supposed to make premeturity less likely. Ve'll see.

I hear you're going back to sew York to interview for the Georpge

School job. Iet me know what you find out. And let me know if and when
you're coming through town,

Regards,



British Columbia Insticute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
dependent research in the public service
3771- Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsp 5c3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or 892

May 19 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
Room 218

2490 Channing Way
Berkeley, California
94704

Dear Polly:

I take back all the mean things I
said about George Break. Now I can replace them
with a new one, that is, his wife works for him
and doesn't get credit. Makes me think of the
man on the flying trapeze, somehow.

Henry Vaux Jr. felt that you and Phil
exaggerated his points somewhat and they no longer
apply anyway, but thanks for the precaution.

I asked for the moon in New York and
probably won't get it, but it's the only way I
could begin to think seriously about that job..-

Regards,

Sl

_ Mason Gaffney
MG: jm Executive Director.



Wednesday, May 12, 1976
Dear lase,

Thanks for your comments on "Fiscal Impact and Public Poliey" . It
does ramble a bit, though I hadn't thought it was all that bad. Cne is always
loathe to recognize the faults of one's own children. Anywhg, It's been
accepted for publication in FPlanning, July issue. I'm expecting their revised
and shortened version any day now. So if yvou have some specific comments and
-suggestions I'd very much appreciate your sending them as soon as possible.
(I know Livingston and Blayney didn't start it -- what they did do is make
fiscal impact popular among environmentalists as an excuse for stopping
development. Peovle who wouldn't know cost-benefit from cottage cheese
constantly refer to the thing.)

hat's this about you and Franny Dias and Charleton Heston??? Please
elaborate. I'm dying of curiosity.

Regaxrds,



Lear Mase,

ilere 1t 1%, ‘et wou thought vou'd never see it. It'1l rmrobably
arrive after you get hack fron Ziverside...

it's very rough, as I said. 7ut I desverately need feedbact before
T do mueh more with it.

1f the thing is hasically acceptable o vou, it'll have to he cut auite
a hit. Ubviously, I can leave out the appendix on the Faustmann formula -- I
in t Just Tor your information aiywary. The1 I think the zection on
TisT can be omltted, or briefly summarized. That brings the total down to
siwty pages. There are some reduidancies within these, though what's more
redundant that what -- I'm too close to it to tell. Any suggzestions much
anprediated. Jome of the points will hmve io be documented better within the
text. I ca: take some material from the as yet nonexistant Section II (it's
currently a pile of data plus blts and pleces of rough draft.).

—

I feel very aporehensive sending you this, very vulnerable. All my
tender little ideas -- I'm not sure thev can staad on their owa vet., Cf
course many of them are elaborations of vour ideas -- I thiak. (I should give
vou more credit than I do, and will in the final version.) Zut in many places
I feel I've gone sufficiently far beyond standard economic analysis that I'm
not entirely sure I “now what I'm doing.

7ell, enousgh of an apologla. I breathlessly awalt vour reaction.



e /W? :
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British Columbia Instictute
Sor Economic Policy Analysis
lndcpmdmt resecarch in the public service

3771- Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia - vsp 5¢3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 or 892

August 5, 1976

Ms Polly Roberts

Room 218 2490 Channing Way
Berkeley, California

94704

Dear Polly:

Here as promised is a copy of Social and Economic
Impact of Foreign Investment in U. S. Land. I am surprised

I didn't send it to you before. It is such a natural off-shoot
from Benefits of Military Spending.

This is the month to do or die on editing the Madison
Conference.

Cordially,

Son

Mason Gaffney
Executive Director

MG:bjt
Encls.



British Columbia Institute
Jor Economic Policy Analysis
I'ndcpmdmt rescarch in the public service

3771 - Haro Road - Victoria- British Columbia- vsp sc3 477-9311 477-6911 locals 891 o 892
August 23 1976

Ms. Polly Roberts
Room 218, 2490 Channing Way
Berkeley, California.

Dear Polly:

Following our telephone call here are some more
impressions from here and there.

Introduction, page 3. Yes, it boils down to an
argument that wages are too low. Your point is well taken,
but simplicate, simplicate, simplicate and then add more
lightness -- Igor Sikorsky.

Section (a) Wages and Employment. Mistitled.
Is has to do with diseconomies of large-scale organizations.
Can you somehow boil this down to little more than an item-
ized list without losing the wonderful references, such as
those on page 6, and can you avoid giving the impression of
casual empiricism or random examples that support your point?
Section (b) Discount rates and capital investment. Probably
cut this out almost entirely. Instead cite works of others
or else assume the reader knows it. If you were teaching a
course or writing a textbook this would be appropriate.

Section (c) Risk and risk aversion. This section
really turns me on. It may just be that I'm not.so familiar
with this literature but rather I think the literature hasn't
been well worked out. By the way, don't fail to look at the
chapter by Shapiro and Hirshleifer in the Joint Economic
Committee trilogy. Anyway, this is a creative and fruitful
approach to a subject long ignored or else made sterile and
pedantic by other writers and I really think you have some-
thing to say here.

Here as elsewhere you need to avoid any statement
which is preachy or teachy or journalistic or smart-ass.
"You can always tell a wise person by the smart things he/
she does not say", and remember, the most important tool in
writing is the waste basket.

Finally, after you get your thesis identified,
get the punch-line out on the table for all to see, then



Polly Roberts August 23 1976

see if you can integrate your contribution with the
themes of the total conference. This shouldn't be

hard, since the connection is natural, which is the best
kind.

Ccordially,

s

Mason Gaffney
MG:jm Executive Director.



December 5, 1976
Dear Polly:

I don't know how you did it, but your abridged MS arrived two days
ago. You are amazing, butjdon't neglect the baby.

Ignore supernumerary 33333s3. 1 hit it by mistake on new electric.

This new ms is very good. You have overcome most of the solecisms
and sophomorisms previously noted by me and others, and tightened it
up, leaving a readable and impressive residue. Two big problems:

1. It is not finished.

2. Pp. 6-8 and_T. 14 not clear. As I see it yoor point just plays
on the fact that ¢ is defined in the particular and peculiar way that
it is as the square root of a sum of squares. You say nothing, however,
tojindicate that this is the way people do or should perceive risk,

I1f' you took the simple mean deviation your point would disappear. Why
do you use the o? (And by the way, please stop writing it like a 6!)

Tell you the truth, no one has ever explained to me why sigma is
a better measure of dispersion than any other. Have they you? Maybe
this is just a lacuna in my education. I recall pronouncements like
"It's mathematically more operable.” But that has no bearing on
anything in real life, that I can see., "It has mathematical properties
that are useful in advanced analysis."” That's a favorite putoff, or
come-on, or both. Do you know something I don't, and should? (About
sigma, I mean!)

Then btm p. 6 you introduce "risk premium" w/o defining it.

This whole section is beguiling because you seem to be laboring to
give birth to something quite significant, but it never comes off, at
least now so I can understand it. Please straighten me out,

I sent you a box of avocados last week and hope they will have
arrived before this. We are loving them. They are great with eggs
for breakfast. Eggs Sardou, eggs ala Turque, Eggs Benedict, and now:
~--=- we give you Eggs Avocado!!l!

I must call Dick Norgaard, it's time we got together again,

I really like my new Dean, Stahrl Edmunds. He is well wired into
the establishment, but seems to be my kind of liberal beneath it all.
We may start a program in appropriate technology, e.g. All I need do
is work at it, It's tempting to start prematurely, but I'd better
finish some other work first.

Congratutations to you and the proud father!



