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EDITORIAL. 

The following letter comes from Tin 
Cup, Colorado: 

Henry George—Dear Sir: I am a "single 
taxer" and have been doing what I could to 
advance the cause here. Tcj-day in Colorado, 
and in other silver producing communities, 
there is great iuterest manifested in the 
"silver question," and of course the "hob­
bies" are tree coinage and the coinage of at 
least four millions of dollars per month— 
ueitber of which, in my opinion, will per­
manently beuellt the silver produciug sec­
tions. The question I would like to see taken 
up and discussed is, What effect would free 
trade with foreign countries have on the 
silver market in the United States* This 
question should bo introduced in all single 
tax aud free trade clubs, and the discussion 
should be forced iuto congress, and into the 
newspapers and periodicals, so that the pub­
lic can be set to thinking on this vital ques­
tion on a higher plane than that of section 
alisin. 

This question, properly agitated, I think 
will do a great deal toward making the sil­
ver producing sections democratic, and that 
means, eventually, "free trade." Knowing 
the great interest you have in the advance 
meat ol the masses, and that absolute free 
trade will have a tendency to better the con 
dition of the producing masses, I have taken 
the liberty of addressing you personally on 
this subject so import ant to my state. 1 am a 
regular subscriber to Twe STAMUHB (al-
tbough not directly from the ottloe), uud alter 
reading I circulate it at much a1* I can, 

There are quite a number here who see more 
or less of the "cat." Very sincerely yours, 

W C* DAVIS. 

I do not think there can bo room for 
much discussion as to the effect free trade 
would have on the silver market in the 
United States. It would have the same 
effect tha t it would have on the cotton 
market or the wheat market—enabling 
our people to get more in return for the 
commodities they produce. And of all 
sections of the Union those ir. which the 
notion tha t protection can be of any gen­
eral benefit would seem to be most clearly 
absurd, are tiie gold and silver producing 
states. For whatever else may be raised 
in price by protection, gold and silver 
cannot. Their value is fixed in the mar­
kets of the world, and their portability 
is such that no government has ever yet 
been able to prevent their How either by 
export or by import duties. Protection 
does not and cannot raise the value ot* 
gold and silver, but it can and does raise 
the value of other things which men dig 
gold and silver to pay for, and which, and 
not the metals themselves, are the real 
things they endeavor to obtain by their 
work. 

If Mr. Davis could estimate the direct 
and indirect effect of the tarill' in en­
hancing the price of those things for 
which the Colorado product of gold 
and silver is used to pay, he could 
get some idea of how protection oper­
ates to discourage Colorado mining. But 
while this is a good thing to do, it 
seems to me tha t the best way to light 
protection in the silver producing states 
is in the way I believe it best to light it 
everywhere, not on matters of detail and 
local interest, but on broad principles and 
general interests. I do not believe t h a t 
any minimizing of the gospel of free 
trade in the hope of get t ing the support 
of local interests is ever as effective as 
denouncing the whole system as the rob-
be.-y and fraud that it is, and advocating 
the equal rights principle of absolute free 
trade. For tha t men are really governed 
in such matters by their theories rather 
than by their interests is strikingly illus­
trated by the strength of the protective 
idea in Colorado and in California and 
other Pacific states. Whether protection 
does or does not benefit the east, clearly 
these states only lose by it. Yet this fact 
does not affect the eastern men who emi­
grate to the Pacific. Having accepted or 
imbibed some vague idea tha t protection 
is benelicial to a nation, they retain it, 
and vote for protection against the clear 
interests of themselves and their section, 
until they wake to the falsity of the 
whole protective theory. 

Joseph P. Carbery, writing from Cincin­
nati, alludes to the opinion tha t "gold and 
silver are in themselves money, indopen-
dent of any power or agency of the state," 
and to the opposite one tha t " the stamp 
or .seal of the supreme power upon any 
substance converts it into money within 
its jurisdiction," and then adds: 

The money of the United States is just 
what the government, within the limits of 
its constitutional power, declares shall be 
money. Tnis constitutional limit is, that 
whatever is coined, the coin must have at all 
times the value of money—of the identical 
money described in tho grunt "of power to 
coin money." That distinct idea of value pos 
sensed the mutds o(' every member of tho 
convention that framed the instrument-—and 
called money that which was so called by 
everyone, and had beeu by their ancestry from 
tho earliest landing in America. It was the 
"value" of the Spanish silver dollar in uni­
versal use (circulation) just in the conditiou 
of wear it was in, 

Th© silver dollar t»e» was, and now is, the 

unit of value by which all labor aud its product 
must be measured. The constitution gives 
power to coin money and declare the value 
thereof—not to print a promise on paper aud 
call it so. Your hostility to the silver com-
age, aud the inferential advocacy of paper 
mouey, is an unpleasant surprise to me, as it 
must be to all hard money democrats. Men 
will differ on expediencies, but on funda­
mental principles there should be a clear 
acceptance by members of a party. 

I do not know what party Mr. Carbery 
has in, his mind, I certainly do not be­
long to any party which requires of me 
adherence to any fixed opinions on the 
money question. Nor do t know of any 
such party as being in existence. There 
are "hard money democrats" and "hard 
money republicans," "soft money 
democrats," and "soft money repub­
licans." Nor do I see why what he 
terms my "hostility to the silver dollar 
and inferential advocacy of paper money" 
should be a surprise to him or to anybody 
else. Though I have not had much to 
say on this matter in T H E STANDARD, since 
I believe the money question a subordi­
nate one, yet I have set forth my views in 
"Protection or Free Trade?" in the chap­
ter entitled "Delusions arising from the 
use of money." 

Nor have I any hostility to the silver 
dollar. What I object to is that the peo­
ple of the United States should be taxed 
to buy silver and coin dollars for which 
they have no use, and that the nation, 
the far greater part of whose component 
individuals needs more capital, should 
keep great hoards of coined bullion lying 
in treasury vaults, where it is utterly use­
less to anybody. I have great hostility 
to t ha t offshoot of the protective system 
which would have the government make 
a market for the produce of the silver 
miners, and regard it, as I regard the 
whole protective system, as an infringe­
ment of the doctrine of equal rights. 
Why should the United States buy up 
silver for which it has no use, any more 
than it should buy up iron, or copper, or 
spelter, or wheat, or potatoes, or copies 
of T H E STANDARD? Why should the gov­
ernment become a special providence for 
silver miners any more than for farmers, 
printers, barbers, doctors or bootblacks? 
If any metal is to he bought up for the 
sake of creating a demand for it, it ought 
to be aluminium, since that might stim­
ulate the progress of invention in cheapen­
ing the production of the metal of the fu­
ture and thus hasten the day when aerial 
navigation will convert warships into old 
iron anil enable smugglers to laugh at 
custom house officers. 

Nor can 1 imagine where Mr. Carbery 
has got his notion tha t the constitution 
of the United State.- tixes the Spanish 
silver dollar as the standard of the nouey 
that congress shall cause to be lined. 
The constitutional power to issue money 
comes from the following clauses of the 
constitution: 

Sec, 8.—The congress shall have power: 
To borrow mouoy on the credit of the 

United States. 
To coin money, regulate the value thereof, 

and of foreign coin, aud lix the standard of 
weights and measures. 

TinJre is nothing here about the Span­
ish silver dollar, nor, if there were, do I 
believe that the people of 1187 were di­
vinely inspired or authorized to legislate 
for the people of 18*0, 

As to the nature of money, neither of 
the parties to which Mr. Carbery refers 
is right, Hold and silver are not of 
themselves money, nor yet can money 
be made by legislative Hat, Whftt makes 

anything money is tin* common consent 
to receive it. Where this exists without 
It, no intrinsic value is needed, Where 
this does not exist, governments may 
stamp and issue and fiat in vain. The 
history of our own governments, as the, 
history of all governments, proves this, 
One especially curious and comical in­
stance is the way in which the caustic 
pen of Dean Swift, in the celebrated Dra-
picr letters, drove the Wood copper coin­
age out of Ireland in the early par t of 
the eighteenth century, though it was 
backed by all the fiat power of the British 
government, which vainly offered heavy 
rewards for the discovery of the author 
of the Drapier letters, though everybody 
knew tha t there was only one man in 
Ireland who could have, written them. 

But gold and silver, and in a less de­
gree, copper, do possess certain natural 
qualities of permanence, portability and 
divisibility which peculiarly lit them for 
use as mouey so long as intrinsic value 
is a necessary qualify, and. which still 
give to the first of these metals some­
thing of the character of an international 
money as a standard of value and in the 
settlement of balances. But where there 
is a credit and confidence behind it suffi­
ciently stable, and wide, paper becomes 
the most convenient and least expensive 
material out of which money can be 
made. 

The real thing which gives paper money 
its validity is not the government s tamp, 
but the common consent and general 
credit which attend it. The check or due 
bill of a, business man or capitalist of 
solvent repute will pass current to a cer­
tain extent and within certain limits. 
The. check or due bill of a very rich and 
very well known man, such as Mr. Astor 
or Mi\ Vauderbilt, will pass current to a 
larger extent and within larger limits, 
but the checks or due bills of the govern­
ment, which has larger resources and is 
far more widely known than any in­
dividual, and which, as a tax collector is 
moreover practically a general creditor 
of all within its jurisdiction, will ordi­
narily pass current to a greater extent 
and over a wider area. 

If there were no element of credit in 
our currency—that is to say, if wc had no 
money but metallic monev, and if our 
coins contained in all cases a value in 
metal equal to their face and current 
value, tiien there will be no objection to 
free coinage, for the government, in order 
to save private individuals trouble and 
annoyance, which would be very great if 
they we.re compelled to undertake it, 
would, in coining what any one chose to 
to bring of the coinable metals, be merely 
acting as the general weigher and 
assessor. But so long as there is an 
element of credit, in the. currency the gov-
ment should he the only issuer of money 
until (what the advance in civilization 
may sonic time give us) an international 
credit money, guaranteed bv all civilized 
governments and'current over the whole 
civilized world,- makes its appearance. 
The general government should be the 
only issuer of money, both for the 
general convenience and the protection (in 
the true sense of the term) of those who 
are most liable to have inferior money 
passed upon them, and because the 
issuing of credit money for general circu­
lation is a valuable privilege, which.ought 
to be .shared by the whole people aud not 
muttered to enrich a few, 

We have at the present time in the 
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United States nine kinds of money in cir­
culation. Copper coins, nickel coins, silver 
coins, gold coins, silver notes, gold notes, 
national batik notes and direct treasury 
notes, or greenbacks. Of these nine 
kinds of money, only one kind, the gold 
coins, have an intrinsic value equal to 
their current value. But this one kind 
of money, which alone has intrinsic value 
equal to its current value, is not at all 
preferred by the people on that account. 
On the contrary, over the far greater part 
of the United .States (I do not know how 
it is now in California, as I have not been 
there for some years), silver notes, na­
tional bank notes, or even greenbacks, 
are preferred to gold as having an equal 
current value and being more portable; 
and all these nine kinds of money, differ­
ing greatly in intrinsic value and rep­
resentative character, circulate inter­
changeably at par with one another. The 
induction is irresistible that it is not the 
intrinsic value of the money, or anything 
that is pledged for the redemption of the 
money, or is held by the United States as 
its representative, but the credit of the 
government itself which secures the com­
mon consent by virtue of which our 
money circulates. Therefore it is a sheer 
waste that we should be buying and 
hoarding up in treasury vaults immense 
quantities ot gold and silver that might 
as well be in the mines from which they 
are tiken for any useful purpose they are 
serving. One uniform currency, consist­
ing of paper and subsidiary coins, the di 
rect issue of the government, and such 
gold coin as anybody wanted the United 
States to assay and stamp, wculd save 
an enormous sum annually to the people 
of the United States. 

As for the amount of money; that 
makes no difference, except as to fluctua­
tions in the standard and measure of 
value. Whether we reckon in dollars 
and cents, or in cents and hundreths of a 
cent, makes no difference whatever so 
long as the relation with other values is 
the same. But the depreciation or appre­
ciation of a currency is injurious be­
cause it changes the real force of con­
tracts, and because of the uncertainty in­
troduced into all business and all pe­
cuniary relations, und the difficulties and 
wastes involved in passing to a new stand­
ard of value. 

As for the growth and development of 
a country requiring more money, the 
fact is that the effect of the advance of 
civilization, by increasing the use of 
checks, savings bank deposits and other 
forms of private credit, and increasi* 
the swiftness and ease of communication, 
tends to the less use of money. 

What the silver men want are two 
things, or rather there are two classes of 
silver men, each wanting a separate 
thing, who are uniting their forces. 1. 
Those who want the government to buy 
silver for which it has no need, in the 
hope that they will get a higher 
price for their metal. 2. Those who 
want to depreciate the currency by 
bringing it to a silver basis, I am 
opposed to both these projects. But 
if we must depreciate our currency let us 
a t l e a s t d o i t in the cheapest and most 
manly fashion, by issuing directly cur­
rency enough to do it, without buying 
hundred* of tons of silver for which we 
have utterly no use. 

For the satisfaction of a number of 
correspondents of THK STANDARD besides 
those mentioned, I have stated my views 
on the silver question, as far a t least as is 
now necessary, But 1 should like to say 
that in doing so 1 do not invite more com­
munications on the subject, For a man 
may be a hard money muu or a soft 
money man, and yet, what is more im­
portant still, a single taxer; and I think it 

T H E ST 
would be a mistake to devote the T H E 
STANDARD.to the discussion of the money 
question to the exclusion of the more im­
portant matters to which it has given 
the first place. 

I expect to sail for Australia on Feb­
ruary y. 

HENRY GEORGE. 

MOING OVER TO T H E TO It I Kg. 

The tory London Standard recently 
complained that Lord Salisbury in his 
Guildhall speech missed an opportunity 
in not declaring his sympathy with all 
efforts to raise the material and moral 
condition of workingmen. The liberal-
unionist Spectator thinks otherwise, and 
says it would be a mistake for a responsi­
ble minister to discuss measures of re­
lief for the terrible disparities in the 
comfort of the English people until some 
plan for removing them is formulated, 
and it says no plan of the kind has yet 
been devised. Moreover, it insists that 
in agitating such questions Lord Salis­
bury would, simply be playing into Mr. 
Labouchere's hands. 

The Spectator predicts a reaction against 
the present tendency to use s ta te powers 
for the amelioration of the condition of 
the workingmen. I t declares that "with 
every fresh speech from Mr. Labouchere, 
and every new 'philanthropic' scheme to 
be worked out through taxation, there is 
growiog up a sincere fear that property 
will be attacked, a f^ar which every week 
increases the conservative forces." I t 
thus continues: 

A party is arising, which we might describe 
as that of the economists, which is deter­
mined to resist all measures of expropriation, 
and all unfair taxation, even if defensible on 
the philanthropic side; a party to which we 
see Professor Huxley, in his admirable letter 
in Tuesday's Times, has given his adhesion. 
This party, if once fairly alarmed, will iu-
elude not only all those who have anything 
to lose—a much greater number even m Eng­
land than many people suppose—but all 
whose hope it is on some fortunate day to 
have something to lose, which may turn out 
to be a clear majority of the country. . . . 
Of that party Lord Salisbury is the natural 
leader. 

This is a clear recognition of the com­
ing conflict as one between the masses 
and ihe classes, and the liberal unionist 
paper unhesitatingly indicates that, when 
that conflict comes, it and its friends will 
be found with the tones and following 
Lord Salisbury as their natural leader. 
I t is shrewd enough, too, to count on a 
force that has always in the past played 
an important part in every such contest, 
and that is the hope entertained by many 
of the present victims of a bad system, 
that they may climb out of the position 
of victims to that of beneficiaries. Thr-re 
are probably no more fierce and unreason­
able defenders of the claims of caste and 
privilege than those whose thoughts and 
efforts are all devoted to securing admis­
sion to an envied class or to gaining the 
power to treat those under them as con­
temptuously as those above now treat 
themselves. This is true everywhere, but 
it is notably true in England, where the 
chief harm done by the retention of an 
aristocratic form of government is in the 
increase of this selfish and thoroughly ig­
noble tendency. 

But, when the contest that the Specta­
tor anticipates comes, that paper is likely 
to be disappointed as to the extent of the 
support it will receive from either snob­
bishness or the reasonable hope of men 
that they may acquire property. In the 
first place t ha t hope is rapidly failing in 
the minds of the majority of the British 
people. Again, it will not b;» possible to 
make it appear that the fight of the 
masses is against property. Doctrines 
that the Spectator has studiously ignored, 
because it dare not discuss them, are going 
to play a part that it cannot yet realize. 
Iu the very issue from which we quote 
it refers to some recent letters in the 
Times on the land question, and remarks 
that as to that controversy "nothing can 
be more remarkable than the sharpness 
and point" with which "Mr. Morley's 
'heckler, '" Mr. Laidler, "condenses the 
abstractions and axioms of Mr. Herbert 
Spencer's youthful book, 'Social Statics;'" 
and it lament* the uiiichief likely to r*» 

ANDAKD. 
suit from the elTorts it such able agita­
tors "in anv society s i inflammable un-
dcr the influence of an" active though su­
perficial intellectual ferment" as the Eng­
lish working classes. 

The Spectator is a fine specimen of the 
conservative liberal who has become terri­
fied by the Irish question without under­
standing a tithe of all that is involved in 
it. I t still professes sympathy with lib­
eralism outside of England, and rebukes 
the fierce caste spirit of the French legit­
imists who socially ostracise any of their 
number who show commen sense in ac­
cepting the republic as a fact. Yet it is 
itself simply a caste journal, scorning the 
forces with which it must soon come into 
fierce contest, and expecting to divide 
them by an appeal to their selfishness 
and snobbishness. I t has no conception 
of the fact that the English democracy is 
born, and that it is rapidly coming to the 
strength of manhood. This new power 
will merely laugh a t much that the wor­
shippers of royalty hold sacred, and prove 
very inflammable indeed under the inllu­
ence of what the Spectator calls 'vin 
active though superficial intellectual fer­
ment." 

The Spectator may as well make up its 
mind that itself, Lord Salisbury aud the 
whole conservative party must prepare 
to answer just such "hecklers" as Mr. 
Laidler, and to do so before the very 
audience that it now scorns. The con­
servatives may still continue to regard 
such intellectual ferment as "superficial" 
—there is no prohibition against self-con­
ceit in the British or any other constitu­
tion—but they must nevertheless meet 
these arguments and abide by the decision 
of the "half taught" people, who will refuse 
to think and feel and see after the manner 
that the conservatives insist they ought 
to think and feel and see. Before the 
liberal unionists have gone far in such a 
contest they will own themselves tories 
and drop all pretense, of sympathy with 
liberal ideas anywhere. They have them­
selves helped destroy whatever force 
there was in aristocracy, and will soon be 
marching under the banners of plutocracy 
in full sympathy with all the defenders 
of monopoly in world wide contest. 

T H E COMIXM POET. 
Robert Browning is dead, and Tenny­

son is growing old. Who is there to suc­
ceed them? is the despairing query in 
literary circles. So far as Browning is 
concerned, an interpreter rather than a 
successor is needed; while as to Tennyson, 
the question as to whether he shall find a 
successor arose long ago, when he ceased 
to be the poet whose brothers were "the 
workers, ever reaping something new;" 
the seer who 
—dipt into the future, far as humau eye could 

see. 
Saw the virion of the world, and all the won­

der that would be; 
. . . . . . 

Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, and 
the battle flags were furl'd 

In the Parliament of man, the Federation of 
the world. 

The spirit of our ag« clips the wings of 
such aspiration and demands of its 
literary workers nice artisanship rather 
than those qualities which make the poet 
and the seer. The recognized literary 
guild tends to become a somewhat loosely 
bound trades union of highly skilled 
artificers,to whom words are but as bits of 
marble to the maker of mosaics. To such 
craftsmen high impulse is an absurdity 
and passion an anachronism. 

Let no one fear, however, tha t the race 
of poets is ended, and that song has lost 
its hold on the hearts of the people. 
Happily the masses have not yet been 
made prosaic by a culture that cares more 
for details than for matter. The power 
that stirs a people to noble aspirations 
and great tleeds is not yet dead. It is no 
longer even sleeping; but is making itself 
felt in the turmoil and discontent of our 
time, which is very shocking and incom­
prehensible, by the way, to the smug 
artificers who are engaged in sandpapering 
down and polishing up the poetry of the 
period, which promises to become us ar­
tistic as bric-a-brac and nearly as inspiring. 

Who the coming poet may be no man 
knows, Lowell gave promise that bo 
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might be the man. There were clarion 
notes iu his protests against slavery, and 
the clearest insiglit and tend crest human 
sympathy marked such of his poems as 
"A Parable" and "Hunger and Cold." 
But culture claimed the Harvard profes­
sor for her own, and the music became to 
him more than the words, Thencefor­
ward, to quote one of his own odes,— 

Not his the sou?, which, in its meter holy 
Chimes with the music of the eternal stars, 

Humbling the tyrant-, lifting up ttie lowly, 
And sending sua through the soul's prison 

bars. 
Yet such a poet will yet come. The 

world is ripe for great events and wronged 
peoples are becoming stirred by emotion 
and inspired by hope. The man will 
surely be found fit to sing freedom's newr 

song to a people about to realize the dream 
(JL a new heaven and a new earth. He 
will probably be sneered at by authors' 
clubs and hated by society, but "beautiful 
upon the mountains" will be the feet of 
that "bearer of glad tidings," whether he 
comes clad in cap and gown or the coars­
est kersey. He will be a greater poet 
than the dead Browning; greater perhaps 
than Tennysoa or Lowell ever promised 
to be. Let us hope that his verse may 
be as perfect as his song will be inspiring. 
But if such be not the case, some aspiring 
youths of to-day may, in the future, find 
themselves pointed out as sad examples 
of the work turned out by our colleges 
at a time when they were apparently 
fast becoming social clubs to train the 
young men of a democratic republic into 
the assumption of aristocratic contempt 
for the rights, the aspirations and the in­
telligence of the muss of their fellow men. 
Such institutions do not at t ract or hold 
the stuff out of which great poets are 
made. 

8EN%TE HII.L MJ.UHKIt g. 
Senate bill No. 2, which was introduced 

early in the session by John Sherman, 
and referred to the committee on privi­
leges and elections, has attracted very 
little attention; yet it is one of the worst 
measures the centralizationists have pro­
posed in a long time. It is a scheme for 
investing republican officials for years to 
come with complete control over the elec­
tion of representatives in congress. In­
cidentally it opens new channels for 
escape of the surplus, thereby giving 
comfort to the protectionists; and so far 
as congressional elections are concerned, 
it abolishes the safeguards of the Austra­
lian ballot system wherever adopted, 
thereby strengthening the republican 
spoils machine. 

The bill authorizes President Harrison 
to appoint, subject to confirmation by 
the senate, five federal canvassers of 
election for each state, and three mem-
b< rs of an electoral board for each con­
gressional district; the electoral boards 
are to appoint one registrar and three 
judges of election for every voting place, 
and each set of judges of election is to 
appoint two clerks. The state canvassers 
and congressional boards are to hold office 
for life, and the judges, registrars and 
clerks for six years. The bill naively 
suggests that " the judges of election 
should not all be of the same political 
{.arty," but discreetly provides that "if 
they are it shall not invalidate the elec­
tion;" and this is the onlv clause that 
even hints a t non-partisanship. 

I t is into the hands of such officers 
that absolute authority over congres­
sional elections, from the registration of 
the citizen to the counting of his vote 
and the delivery of certificates of elec­
tion, would be placed by this bill. And 
when a s t i te legislature authorized an I 
directed its elections of president aud 
vice-president to be held under the pro­
posed law, its expenses for such election 
would be paid out of the United States 
treasury, and its vote for president and 
vice-president would be subject to the 
same partisan control. 

To fair minded men here is reason 
enough to damn the bill along with its 
author and the party that dure enact it 
into law; but this is only a step in the 
proposed usurpation. Not only is the 
electoral machinery to be constituted 
wholly of republican office holders, hut 
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these partisan officials are to be expressly 
invested with judicial powers over the 
right of suffrage to the exclusion of the 
regularly constituted courts; for, when 
the name of a voter is rejected or a chal­
lenge overruled by the partisan register, 
an appeal is to lie to the partisan electoral 
board, which, after hearing evidence, 
shall decide, and its decision is to be final. 
Nor is this all. Besides making the 
machinery of congressional elections par­
tisan in composition and autocratic in 
power, care is taken to make bribery at 
the polls effectual and the intimidation 
of dependent voters easy. To begin with, 
no ballot is to contain more names than 
there are. officers to be chosen. This 
provision contravenes the essential feat­
ures of the ballot reform laws of 
Massachusetts, Montana, Indiana, Mis­
souri, Minnesota and other states 
where genuine ballot reform laws have 
been adopted, and compels the use of a 
form of ballot by means of which it is 
comparatively easy for an expert poll 
worker to learn how nearly every voter 
votes. But to remove all possibility of 
secrecy in voting, the bill goes further, 
requiring every registered voter to have 
a number, and making it the duty of the 
judges of election to write his number on 
his ballot just before he casts it. The 
ballots so numbered are to be preserved 
for twelve months. A better system for 
enabling bribers to know beyond perad-
venture whether the goods they buy are 
delivered, and for protected monopolists 
to k now whether their men are true to 
the master's interests on election day, 
could be devised, not even by Governor 
Hill. 

The wonder is that any senator with a 
political reputation to lose should have 
the hardihood to propose such a law. 
The wonder will be greater if any sena­
tor or representative from a state where 
the Australian secret ballot is under­
stood, shall have the temerity to vote for 
the bill. But the republican party is in 
need of an issue tha t will hush the tariff 
discussion. The further tha t discussion 
goes the more ground the partv loses. 
This is apparent to shrewd observers like 
Senator Sherman, and it is out of this 
party necessity tha t senate bill No. 2 has 
come. I t is the last effort of a demoral­
ized plutocracy to divert the pubiic eye 
from its plundering operations by re­
viving the sectional issues of a past gen­
eration, and it is likely to have the sup­
port of a party machine anxious to main­
tain and extend its power over the spoils 
of federal office. Republican senators 
and representatives accustomed to obey 
the machine and to bask in the smiles of 
plutocrats, must be exceedingly sensitive 
to public sentiment or private conscience. 

'*_ if they vote against such a measure at 
such a time. 

lUUUUElMNU MEN TO SAVE MONEY. 

The people of New York appear to be 
willing to submit to dark streets rather 
than see public authority defied by private 
corporations. This is a wholesome state 
of mind, but the dark streets are never­
theless a nuisance, and something worse. 
I t is the penalty the public pays for per­
mit t ing private individuals to manage 
public business. If the city of New York 
owned and operated its own street light­
ing plant it would not be in the power of 
private corporations to leave its streets in 
darkness. If anything happened to its 
electric lights it could s tar t up its own 
gas lamps, and thus have at least sufficient 
illumination to prevent a degree of dark­
ness t h a t encourages crime. 

But, if Mr. Edison is to be believed, the 
victory the city authorities seem likely to 
achieve will be a barren one so far us the 
avoidance of danger to human life is con­
cerned. On the contrary the great elec­
trician insists that the presence of high 
tension electric currents in underground 
conduits, along with telegraph, telephone 
and low tension lighting wires, will 
enormously multiply the danger and 
make every electric wire, however harm* 
less hitherto, a possible agency of death , 
no tou lv in the streets but in residences 
and offices. The trouble, he insists, 
oornm from the u§e of high tension cur­

rents, and he declares that deaths from 
electricity will go on multiplying until 
such currents are absolutely prohibited. 
This is not equivalent: to a demand for 
the abolition of arc lights, Mr. Edison 
says, for arc lights can be just as well 
maintained with safe, low tension cm-
rents. 

Why, then, are these dangerous, death 
dealing currents sent out? Mr. Edison 
answers the question in a way that is full 
of interest to single tax freetraders. If 
low tension currents were used the num­
ber ot lights in any one circuit would 
have to be greatly reduced. This would 
make necessary the use of more costly 
copper wire and the purchase or renting 
of sites for numerous new electric plants. 
Rather than subject themselves to this 
expense the electric lighting companies 
prefer to risk killing their own workmen 
and other people, now and then. Human 
life costs less than land and copper wire. 

The high cost of copper wire is largely 
due to the tariff, and the high cost of 
sites for electric plants is due to land mo­
nopoly. Remember, that it is not the 
"oue idea single tax man" that sets forth 
these facts, but one who has probably 
been so busy with invention that he has 
not bothered his heod about tariff or ever 
heard of the single tax. 

COMMISSIONER COLKMAN DON'T 
KNOW. 

The Real Estate Record and Guide 
copies from a recent number of T H E 
STANDARD a table showing the difference 
between the assessment on improved 
property and vacant lots in this city. It 
says it verified T H E STANDARD figures, and 
with one unimportant exception it found 
them correct. In order to test the matter 
still further, and ascertain if the proper­
ties were a picked lot, it took another set 
ot properties, eight in number, and com­
pared their auction prices with their 
assessed valuations. Similar results were 
shown by its own investigation of the eight 
selected properties; the average assess­
ment being otH.j per cent for improved 
property and 29}B per cent for unim­
proved property. 

The Record and Guide next sent a re­
porter to Tax Commissioner Coleman, 
who was asked if there is an effort to keep 
down the assessment on ground that 
yields no return to its owners. Mr. Cole­
man said that, there was not, and declared 
tha t the assessors treated all property 
alike. He thought tha t T H E STANDARD 

figures were not necessarily proof tha t 
unimproved property is generally favored 
by the assessors, and declared tha t 
sewers and other improvements not 
readily seen often afford a reason for 
justifiable differences in assessment. The 
commissioner said t ha t he was not aware 
of any general discrimination in favor of 
vacant lots. 

The table printed in T H E STANDARD is 
not the only one tha t has appeared in 
this paper, for we have made such com­
parisons from time to time for a period of 
three years. Commissioner Coleman cer­
tainly knows very little about assessed 
valuations if he is unaware of the fact 
tha t there is a regular, systematic dis­
crimination against improved property 
and in favor of unimproved property 
throughout the whole city of New York. 
In fact there is a rule among assessors 
that improved property shall be assessed 
at about two-thirds of its value and un­
improved property at from one-third to 
one-half its value. Our own ligures and 
those of the Guide show that in actual 
practice this rule is approximately obeyed. 

In T H E STANDARD tables the average as­
sessment of improved property was fifty-
four percent , and ou vacant lots thirty-
nine per cent of the price obtained at 
auction for such properties. On the 
properties examined by the Record and 
Guide the average assessment ranged 
from sixty and one-half per cent on im­
proved property to twenty-nine and one-
eighth per cent on vacant lots. Of 
course, in neither case was a sufficient 
number of properties examined to en­
able us to ascertain the average through' 
out the city, but in no examination made 
for this paper during the three years of 
iti existence has there ever been a group 

of properties found in which the unim­
proved was not assessed in proportion to 
selling value far below the improved 
property. We are surprised tha t Mr. 
Coleman should be ignorant of a practice 
so universal that everyone naturally as­
sumed it had the approval of the tax 
commissioners themselves. 

The tory London correspondent of the 
New York Tribune notes as tin important 
bit of Irish news a report that no scheme 
for Irish land purchase will be tried on a 
large scale. The correspondent says this 
'•is clearly a step backward." It is, indeed, 
and one for which sincere land reform­
ers have reason to be thankful. The one 
danger tha t has threatened the move­
ment to emancipate the British people 
from the slavery of landlordism has been 
a premature success that might seek to 
burden the future with a debt contracted 
to enable children yet unborn to become 
idle pensioners on the product of the labor 
of the generations yet to come. But a 
short time ago this would have been the 
outcome of a liberal success at the polls. 
Tha t danger has pissed, but it did seem 
more than likely that the torit's might 
have the sense to see that this is the last 
thing that remains for the landlords and 
utilize the remainder of their lease of 
power to consummate an extensive Irish 
land purchase scheme. We hope Mr. 
Smalley is right in saying tha t this pro­
gramme has been abandoned. I t must 
till his tory soul with sadness. 

The St. Louis single tax league has ap­
pointed oue of its members to gather up 
and send to T H E STANDARD the single 
tax news of tha t city and state. Mr. 
Percy Pepoon, in sending the first of 
these letters, says that their intention is 
to send everything they can, T H E STAND­

ARD to cut it down if pressed for room. 
He says their only object is to give T H E 
STANDARD all of this kind of help that it 
needs, and they concluded that one man 
could carry it on more systematically and 
that the others may report to him. It is 
a very sensible idea, and single tax clubs 
throughout the country can do no better 
service to T H E STANDARD than to follow 
the example. 

We recently printed in T H E STANDARD 

a part of a report by Lee Merriweather, 
labor commissioner of Missouri, describ­
ing the methods by which a man named 
llolloday prevents his workmen from ob­
taining cash in order to force them to 
patronize his "pluck-me" store. The 
evidence gathered by Merriweather was, 
in accordance with the Missouri law, laid 
before M. M. Sheets, the prosecuting 
at torney of Wayne county. Instead of 
performing his duty under the law, Mr. 
Sheets, with the evidence in his posses­
sion, signed a fulsome indorsement of 
llolloday. The Knights of Labor in Mis­
souri are denouncing this faithless public-
official, and the St. Louis Republican says 
" a public officer could scarcely adopt a 
more flagrant way of advertising his dis­
inclination to do his duty." 

The Hon. Leonard Rhone, worthy mas­
ter of the Pennsylvania state grange, 
has gone out of his way to demonstrate 
his absolute ignorance of the single tax 
and its relation to agricultural industry. 
I t is to be hoped that the single tax men 
of Pennsylvania will (take Mr. Rhone in 
hand and tenderly remove the misappre­
hension which leads him to such a dis* 
play of ignorance. He doubtless means 
well, and if he saw the truth would prob­
ably advocate it. 

Singularly enough, though the price of 
the books is advertised, some readers of 
T H E STANDARD cut out the advertisement 
of the recruit subscription books printed 
elsewhere, till up the blank and send it in, 
directing the paper to be sent to them­
selves or others.' We have altered the 
advertisement in order that there shall 
be no further room for this misapprehen­
sion. 

The St. Louis Globe Democrat, a ram­
pant protectionist organ, publishes with 
great delight a story to the effect that tariff 
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reform was sat down on heavily at the re­
cent meeting of the .M issouri state democra­
tic committee. A report, had been prepared 
which provided for the formation of tar­
iff' reform clubs in every school district of 
the state, and, says the Globe Democrat, 
throughout the proposed constitution and 
by-laws of these clubs, " the words 'tariff* 
reform'siucU out. like currants in a cake 
loaf." When the reading was completed, 
Waller Young, of St. Joseph, wrathfully 
denounced the proposal and said it s.'omed 
to be a proposal to get up a. third party 
and call it "tariff reform."' Mr. Young 
seems to have succeeded in demonstrat­
ing that he is a profane fellow without 
ideas, anil who has ho at tachment to any­
thing beyond the name of democracy, but 
nevertheless his motion carried. If this 
is the kind of iulluence thai, is to domin­
ate the democratic parly in Missouri, it i.s 
not to be wondered at that it loses con­
gressional districts. If the democracy of 
Missouri has no ideas or principles it hail 
better get some very soon, or it will lind 
itself without allies in other states and 
without representatives in congress. 

The czar of Russia has broken off' dip­
lomatic relations with Brazil, and he tells 
the Brazilian minister at Si. Petersburg 
tha t he will never recognize the present 
government of that country. Brazil will 
get along very well without his recogni­
tion and thereby save the expense of 
maintaining a minister a t St. Petersburg. 

Many requests have been made for a 
fuller s ta tement of the single tax prin­
ciples than that which has for some time 
appeared on the editorial page of THE 
STANDARD. Such a s tatement will here­
after be found under the heading, "Single 
Tax News," on another page. 

The New Jersey court of errors and ap­
peals makes short work of the preposter­
ous decision of Vice-Chancellor Bird, 
which was substantially to the effect that 
"Progress and Poverty" is a book of 
such character that a bequest for its cir­
culation is necessarily void. The full 
story of the case is given elsewhere. I t is 
not often that an appellate court sits down 
so heavily on the court below nM the. New 
Jersey court of errors and appeals, in this 
instance, sits on Vice-Chancellor Bird. 

Ignorance and bigotry have led some 
of the managers of an institution calling 
itself "The General Society of Mechanics 
and Tradesmen" to refuse to accept a 
paid subscription to Till". STANDARD. The 
curiosity inspired by such a refusal has 
led to an investigation into the history of 
the society, which will be found interest­
ing reading. What excuse <au the city 
authorities have for handing over the peo­
ple's money to such an organization? 

The Iron Age recently published an 
editorial expressing satisfaction with the 
prospect of a rise of wages in Mil rope, 
and declaring that it would be advantage­
ous to American workmen. Mr. E. J. 
Shriver, secretary of the New York metal 
exchange, wrote to the. editor congratu­
lating him on taking a stand in favor of 
higher wages anywhere, but going on to 
show him that Luropeau competition is 
not what American workmen need, since 
the wages of the laborers in this country 
are already the lowest in the world when 
measured by product. He further in­
formed the Iron Age that it was not the 
pressure of population that was making 
the trouble, but the monopolization of the 
land, access to which would relieve this 
pressure. The. iron Age editorially an­
swers Mr. Shriver, delating that no argu­
ment will convince the people tha t tariffs 
do not increase wages, because the peo­
ple can see for themselves that tin* reverse 
is true, despite all arguments. It never­
theless admits that it is true that "bound­
less opportunities for labor have been 
gradually cut off," though in this country 
it declares that there are other boundless 
opportunities still existing "for those who 
have the brain and brawn to grasp them." 
Of course this is sheer nonsense and the 
editor does not mean anything by it him­
self. The thing that is needed to enable 
men to tjrasp boundless opportunities is 
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not brain or brawn but hard cash, either 
in shape of purchase money or the con­
tinuous payment of rent or interest. Mr. 
Shriver's article is not answered at all, 
hut then we suppose he' did not expect it 
would he. It is his pet amusement t:> 
shake up the protectionists in the iron 
trade with a view, we suppose, of getting 
their replies to file away. We suspect 
that Mr. Shriver contemplates the publi­
cation of a comic political economy. 

NOTES AND QUERIES-

A communication to the Pacific Rural 
Press urges the exemption of trees, fences 
and farm buildings from taxation. So do 
the single tax advocates. 

Worthy Master Rhone of the Pennsyl­
vania grangers, said in a speech at the 
state grange's recent meeting that the 
trouble with the farmer was unjust tariff 
and revenue laws, extortion by trusts and 
transportation companies. Mr. Rhone 
sees in the single tax only another engine 
to oppress the farmer. The more Mr. 
Rhone studies taxation the better he will 
think of the single tax. There is hope 
for any Pennsylvanian who sees that the 
tariff does not protect everybody. 

C. F. Perry writes to the Chicago 
Herald: "I think we should neglect no 
opportunity of preventing state or local 
taxation on the products of labor, but in­
sist tha t such taxes be laid on land val­
ues, where they belong. The value of 
land, being created by population and 
general industry, belongs to the people, 
and should be taxed to support govern­
ment." 

Pittsburg is much tickled with the gift 
of three hundred acres for a park. Mrs. 
Mary Sshenley of London is the donor. 
Mrs. Schen'ey's only stipulation is tha t 
the park shall bear her name, and the re­
quest will be gladly complied with. One 
instance of the fortunes made by owners 
of land in the vicinity of the new park is 
that of a man who rix years ago pur­
chased a tract for $8,500; since the an­
nouncement of the park project he has 
sold it for $100,000. In the near future 
she will build a magnificent asylum for 
the blind, to be modeled after a cele­
brated London institution, and she will 
give ten acres for the purpose. Probably 
no single person residing in a foreign 
land owns so much property in any 
American city as does Mrs. Schenley. 
The value of her Pittsburg property is 
hard to estimate, but a Pittsburg pamper 
says tha t it cannot be far from .^0,000,-
000. Speculation in property adjoining 
the new park almost monopolizes the at­
tention of some real estate brokers. An 
offer of £135,000 has since been made for 
the property mentioned above as having 
been originally purchased for £8,500. 
Haymaker Brothers signed an agreement 
to purchase thirty-six acres and were the 
next day offered £18,000 for a transfer of 
the option. They refused to accept. A 
Wood street saddler purchased forty-five 
acres for £72,000 and has since declined 
an offer of £325,000. 

An active single tax man in Cincinnati 
says: " T H E STANDARD is becoming the 
leader of thought among many of the 
prominent business men of this city— 
with many it requires but the favor of 
introduction to make them readers, and 
a few brief explanations soon makes 
them students of the single tax. i t was 
but three days ago that the son of one of 
our prominent manufacturers came to 
me and said: "Father asks me to say for 
him he is almost a convert to the single 
tax doctrine, and finds Mr. George's 
views more practical than he could have 
thought them to be." lie adds: "I shall 
soon send his name as a subscriber to T H E 
STANDARD." 

The theological student a t Chicago, a 
letter from whom appealed in a recent 
number of T H E STANDARD, will confer a 
favor if he will send his address to this 
office or to the Chicago single tax club. 
Our Chicago friends think that they can 
show him ways in which he can be quietly 
useful to the cause in that city, i?ven if so 
situated that he cannot take an active 
part publicly. 

Krastus Wiman of Now York and (fun­
eral James H, Wilson of Wilmington, 
Pel,, debated the question of Canadian 
annexation in the last named city last 
week, General Wilson advocated inviting 
the British province* of America to eater 

into the American union as states and 
territories, with the assurance that our 
government will assume their public 
debts. Mr. Wiman contended for a com­
mercial union between the countries and 
the abolition of custom houses on the 
frontier. Of course the protectionist sen­
timents of (Jeneral Wilson stand in the 
way of such a proposal, l ie is keenly 
alive to the importance of free trade be­
tween this country and the dominion. 
He would rather, however, forego them 
than consent to a blow at his pet theory. 

Hon. Charles T. Saxton, senator elect 
and sponsor of the various ballot reform 
measures vetoed by Governor Hill, ex­
presses great admiration for the position 
taken by ex-President Cleveland on this 
question. He says, "Mr. Cleveland is an 
absolutely fearless man, and is always 
ready, when the proper time com^s, to 
express himself squarely on subjects of 
national importance." Mr. Saxton says 
that the new ballot reform bill, which he 
will introduce this winter, only differs in 
a few details from the bill vetoed by 
(iovernor Hill last year. He has no ex­
pectation, however, that the governor 
will sign the bill because he is on record 
against the exclusive use of official bal­
lots, and no real ballot reformer will 
compromise on that question. Senator 
Saxton will also introduce a "Corrupt 
Practices" law for the purpose of keeping 
down the expenditure of money at the 
polls, and requiring a statement from 
every candidate under oath as to their ex­
penditures in the campaign. 

OUR WASHINGTON LETTER. 

A BIN to liepeiil the TOIMK co Tax—The 
Turill C|iir«tlou the AII-AbRorbliig One— 
"A Struuirle of the IHuiiy lor the llenelit 
of the Few"—Appreciation ol the Reform 
tllub'H W o r k - T h e Simile Tux in WRMII-
1 nil I on. 

WASHINGTON, Dec HI.— The most im­
portant occurrence in congress this week 
was the introduction of Mr. Brower's bill 
to repeal the internal revenue tax on to­
bacco. If it does not interfere with the 
taxation bill to be presented by the chair­
man of the ways and means committee, 
the Brower bill has a scood chance of pass­
ing. The Mills bill provided for the re­
peal of the tobacco tax, so that some 
democrats, and, of course, the mass of 
republicans, would vote for the Brower 
bill. It is too soon to say, however, what 
will happen. 

The great overshadowing question at 
present seems to be the tariff. So much 
interest is taken in this that small atten­
tion was given to Senator Chand­
ler's plan for federal supervision of 
congressional elections; to Senator 
Call's scheme for setting up an in­
dependent republic in Cuba; to Senator 
Butler's bill providing three and a half-
million dollars to aid the emigration of 
persons of color from the southern states 
to foreign countries; to the Stewart free 
gold and silver coinage bill, or to a lot of 
lesser proposals. The tide of tariff dis­
cussion has been carrying everything 
with it, and the great problem with both 
parties is, Wha t kind of a tariff measure 
will Major McKinley report to the house? 
His motto of "a tariff for protection with 
incidental revenue," seems, to those 
qualified judges whom I have been able to 
consult, to indicate the end that he will 
keep in view. The democratic leaders 
are of one opinion, namely, tha t there 
will be no call for reduction. "How can" 
they reduce the tariff," said Mr. Carlisle, 
"depending as they do upon such a variety 
of selfish interests, each bent on keeping 
its kind of restriction up." 

If is quite clear thai Superintendent 
Poiter has no idea of showing in the 
FJeventh census report what percentage 
of the people of this country occupy 
their own homes and farms, and what 
proportion are tenants and to what extent 
those homes and farms are mortgaged. 
His position that it would prove a 
failure to link the questions necessary to 
gain this information with the other 
questions put by the censuK canvassers 
and endanger the whole of the census 
work, is based on the assumption that , 
because, in taking the Massachusetts cen­
sus in 1*75, only nineteen per cent of the 
persons questioned replied that they 
owned their homes, this was a failure. 
Without entering into a discussion of the 
success or failure of the Massachusetts 
experiment I suggested to two of Mr. 
Porter's experts that the facts regarding 
mortgage incumbrances in each county 
might be obtained at the office of the 
recorders of deed*. Thi§ would leave only 

the simple fact of the ownership of homes 
and farms to be ascertained by the can­
vassers. But they saw all sorts of insur­
mountable difficulties in the way of such 
a plan, and after much talk came back to 
Superintendent Porter's declaration that 
the desired information could only be as­
certained through a special house to house 
canvass, which would cost from "one to 
two millions of dollars, at least." When 
I asked Superintendent Porter if he in­
tended to request a special appropriation 
in order that he might undertake this 
work, he suavely referred to the secre­
tary of the interior and Mr. Hale 
of the senate committee. These gen­
tlemen on their part manifest a 
"masterly inactivity" in the matter. 
Although the Eleventh census will 
lack this most important information 
concerning the material welfare of the 
mass of the citizens of this country, good 
care will be taken that the public shall be 
supplied with as complete a list as can be 
made of the surviving veterans of the late 
war, " to facilitate the work of the pen­
sion bureau," as one of the census experts 
explained. The census enumerators, in 
addition to other duties, will be requested 
to secure the names of all veterans, name 
of regiment, length of service, disability, 
and other useful information, for which 
work the canvasser will be paid a t the 
rate of five cents a name, instead of two 
cents, the rate the same man is to be paid 
for the enumeration of population. 

Roger Q. Mills tells me that he has 
been much interested in Thomas CJ. 
Shearman's articles showing the concen­
tration of the wealth of this country, as 
he himself, some years ago, arrived in a 
general sort of way at similar conclu­
sions. The democratic party, he says, is 
the natural adversary of this order of 
things, aud in its fast growing enmity to 
the protective idea, he sees it coming to 
a consciousness of its great duties. Mr. 
Mills says he has received many evi­
dences of a great advance of party opinion 
against the protective idea since the 
presidential election, and many assur­
ances of a spirit to keep up the fight. He 
sees a particularly marked change in 
New York where the party leaders now 
calmy listen to radical utterances that 
frightened them a few months ago. He 
is assured of rapid progress in the centers 
of population, but is apprehensive of the 
farmers, whose education has been very 
limited. Mr. Mills is confident that if 
the party will boldly stand forth as the 
champion of truly equal rights and array 
itself against the party of privilege and 
monopoly, it will quickly achieve a glo­
rious and lasting triumph. 

Such men as Representatives Mills, Car­
lisle, Breckenridge of Kentucky and Sen­
ator Gray, have a keen appreciation of 
the strength and activity of the single tax 
men throughout the country, and are not 
slow to acknowledge their important ser­
vices during the recent presidential fight. 
The Reform club of New York, too, is at­
tracting at tention. Mr. Carlisle paid it 
a high compliment for the educational 
work it is doing in New York state. Sen­
ator Gray hopes to visit the club during 
the winter. 

A young Tammany man whose business 
has brought him to Washington tempor­
arily, and who has got very much inter­
ested in the single tax idea, tells of the 
following conversation which he over­
heard while traveling to the recent Buf­
falo convention which nominated Hill. 

First Voice—"What's the use of this 
convention? Don't we all know who's to 
be nominated?" 

Second Voice—"Ah, yes; but a conven­
tion now and then affords a good way of 
providing for the boys, see?" 

Second Voice, continuing after a pause 
—"I've been voting thirty-five years and 
I'm something of a politician, and be­
tween you and me and the lamp post, do 
you know what an election is?" 

First Voice—"No." 
Second Voice—"An election is a strug­

gle of the many for the benefit of the 
lew." 

,)'. L. McCreary, a member of the Wash­
ington single tax league, is supplying an 
instructive series of articles to the Wash-
ington Critic, the organ of the Knights 
of Labor here, In one article he has 
shown how the application of the single 
tux would affect the small house owner, 
and instances his own case. He says he 
now pays %'*l in taxes on his house and 
lot, and that lie would have to pay but 
#5.75 if the present amount of revenue 
were raised by taxing land values alone, 

A novel feature was introduced into the 
proceeding of the single tax league here 
at this week's meeting. It ooBsiittd of 

short, simple talks suited to children* 
President Paul Bowen and Mr. Peachin 
two most excellent speakers, had a num­
ber of interested young listeners. After 
a while the children were dismissed and 
more weighty matters taken up. 

HENRY GEORGE, J R . 

PROGRESS IN LONDON. 

rrocoedliiBN of the (Joiiutv Council—Lord 
HallNbiirr a Woclul Kel 'ormer-Mr. IMor-
ley'a Speech, 
LONDON, Nov. 128.—At the last meeting 

of the county council the corporate prop­
erty committee brought up a long and 
valuable report "on the mode of dealing 
with the council's laud." The considera­
tion of this report was wisely deferred 
for a fortnight, but it is worth while to 
say a few words about it now. The re­
port begins by pointing out tha t in regard 
to the larger part of its property the 
council has not a free hand. Some of the 
land owned by the council is by law de­
voted to public parks or gardens, and 
cannot be applied to any other purposes. 
Some in a similar way is absolutely 
reserved for the construction of ar­
tisans' dwellings. But in addition to 
these two classes of property, the council 
also possesses a good many acres of land 
let on building leases and from time to 
acquires fresh land, which it is free to let 
or sell, as seems best to it. How shall 
this land be dealt with? Shall it be sold 
outright, or shall it let on lease, and, if 
so, what shall be the conditions of the 
lease? These, roughly, ure the questions 
which were referred to the corporate prop­
erty committee, and with which their re­
port deals. The report is markedly in 
favor of selling outright in the majority 
of cases, but it dwells with some detail 
on three other ways of dealing with the 
land. First the ordinary London build­
ing lease is generally for a term of eighty 
years. Under this arrangement the lessee 
builds a house for his own use or to let 
again,enjoys the advantage of it for eighty 
years on payment of a fixed rental for the 
land, and a t the end of tha t t ime surren­
ders land and house to the lessee or land­
lord. This is an excellent arrangement 
for the landlord, but it generally implies 
an improvident bargain on the part of the 
tenant, who, for the sake of an immedi­
ately moderate rent sacrifices in advance 
his ownership in the house he builds. 
Another system, much in vogue in the 
north of England, differs from this in the 
length of tiie lease granted. Instead of 
eighty years the period is one thousand 
years. Obviously this is economically 
more of the nature of a sale than of a 
lease. The lessee practically buys the 
land subject to the payment of a fixed 
rent and subject to a right of resumption 
by the lessor a t the end of some thirty 
generations. A third scheme, proposed 
by Mr. Saunders, differs again from this 
last only in one important point, namely, 
the certainty of the rent. Mr. Saunders's 
suggestion is that the land shall be sold, 
not for a lump sum or for a quit rent, but 
for a perpetual rent, which is to be sub­
ject to periodic revaluation. Under this 
scheme the lessee or purchaser would have 
the same freedom in dealing with his 
land as if he owned the fee simple, only 
he would be always liable to pay a rent 
which measured the value for the time 
being of his land apart from the build­
ings upon it. In other words, under his 
scheme the county council would estab­
lish, with regard to the land which falls 
into its hands, the same principle that 
land reformers contend ought to be ap­
plied to all land, namely, tha t the whole 
of the economic rent should be taken by 
public bodies for the benefit of the whole 
community. On this scheme the com­
mittee remark that it is quite new, and 
that it has the disadvantage common to 
all systems of letting, that it would in­
volve the council in a great deal of de­
tailed work of a semi-private character. 
The first objection will be removed by 
time, but in regard to the second it may 
be pointed out that the council would in­
cur no more responsibilities with regard 
to the land let on this plan than it now 
has in regard to all land within the met­
ropolitan area, All land within this area 
is valued every five years for the purposes 
of rating, and it would be on the result 
of these valuations that the rents would 
be fixed according to Mr. Sauuders's 
scheme, However, the question will come 
up for discussion in the council a fortnight 
hence and I will then recur to it, 

Last week I said a good deal about 
John Morley's big speech on social reform, 
Jo the interval since I wrote Lord Sali* 
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bury has also been making- an i m p o r t a n t 
speech on the same subject. As m i g h t 
be expected, the re is no t much in it to ex­
cite the en thus iasm of radicals, but it is 
sat isfactory to fiud t h a t t h e leader of t he 
conservat ive pa r ty is apparen t ly convert­
ed to t h e principle of free education. On 
t h e o ther h a n d , his r emarks on the taxa­
t ion of g round values show t h a t he is un­
able or unwillins^to apprec ia te the rea­
sons why economic rent should be sub­
j ec t to a special t ax . Leav ing a l together 
aside disputed quest ions about t h e or igin 
of p roper ty in laud, we have this broad 
fact to go upon, t h a t economic rent is a 
special product c rea ted by the industry 
and energy of the whole c o m m u n i t y , and 
ough t no t therefore to be a l lowed to re­
ma in in pr iva te hands . No doub t there 
would be hardship a m o u n t i n g to injus­
tice if t h e whole of t h e economic ren t of 
th i s k ingdom were sudden ly resumed by 
t h e nat ion, b u t the re is no injust ice in 
g radua l ly imposing special t axa t ion on 
rents until they are ent i re ly absorbed. 
The question of t h e taxa t ion of g round 
ren ts therefore stands qu i te a p a r t from all 
o ther problems in taxa t ion . U n d e r exist ing 
c i rcumstances in E n g l a n d i t m a y be nec­
essary and even desirable to have other 
taxes besides a t ax on rent , and these 
taxes ough t cer ta in ly to be adjusted so 
t h a t they fall fairly on every class in t he 
communi ty . B u t a tax on r e n t is, as I 
have j u s t said, a t i l ing apar t . It is not, 
indeed, properly a tax a t all, but merely 
a re tent ion by t h e s t a te of pa r t of t h a t 
rent which in just ice be longs a l t o g e t h e r 
to the communi ty . H A R O L D C O X . 

THE SOCIAL PROBLEM. 

FOREIGN NOTES. 
The Nor thern W h i g has ten ta t ive ly an­

nounced its belief in t he s ingle t ax . Af­
t e r discussing the land quest ion it asks 
how t h e sha re of a man who is ne i the r 
farmer , farm laborer, nor landlord is to 
be recognized aud says : "If it is to be rec­
ognized a t all, t h e only way of doing so 
would seem to be by imposing a t ax on 
every o w n e r of land equal to a fair rent. 
By th is m e a n s iudirect t axa t ion m i g h t be 
grea t ly reduced, and thus the advan tages 
t h a t would follow the proposed abolition 
of dual ownership would be equal ly par­
t icipated in by every citizen of the s ta te . 
But , however t he t h i n g is to be accom­
plished, t he problem is one t h a t must, un­
doubtedly be faced before very long." 
The Nor the rn W h i g is published a t Bel­
fast, I re land, where it exercises a g rea t 
influence upon farmers . I t is t he daily 
food of thousands who have b i t t e r ly op­
posed the home rule movemen t . 

Archbishop Walsh in an address before 
t h e Tenan ts ' league at Dublin warned his 
hearers aga in s t t h e proposed land pur­
chase scheme, or ex tens ion of Lord Ash­
bourne ' s act , which would give t e n a n t s 
no gua ran t ee wha tever aga ins t wholesale 
extort ion. The s t a t e , lie said, would take 
good care of the landlords. The league 
m u s t gua rd t he in teres ts of t enan t s . 

The earl of Uosebery, wr i t ing to Airs. 
Reaney with reference to a suggest ion in 
her art icle in the present number of the 
Con tempora ry Review, t h a t t h e London 
coun ty council should t ake over t he con­
t rol of t he t r amways of the metropolis , 
says : " A s to t he question of the t ram­
ways s t and ing in the same relation to the 
municipali ty of London t h a t t hey do in 
Glasgow, t h a t will become a pressing 
question hereafter, bu t my present opin­
ion is s t rongly in favor of such an ar­
r angement . " 

At the first conference of Scandinavian 
single t ax men, r ecen t ly held a t Odense, 
t he foundat ions of a n o rgan iza t ion were 
laid, and a r r a n g e m e n t s were made for 
the sys temat ic d is t r ibut ion of l i te ra ture 
and for the publ icat ion of a newspaper . 
The leaders of t h e movemen t a re Mr. 
U l lmann , who is considered the best 
speaker in t h e Norwegian pa r l i amen t ; 
Mr. L inderberg , t r ans l a to r of H e n r y 
George 's works in to Danish , and the Rev. 
A. F .Pommerencke . T h e las t named made 
a speech a t the conference on t h e religious 
aspect of t he movemen t , and showed 
t h a t the demand of t h e land for the peo­
ple was no new idea, bu t was embodied 
in the mos t ancient of all legal codes— 
t h a t given to t h e H e b r e w s in t h e desert . 

An O t t a w a d ispa tch says t h a t the 
French government may interfere in be­
half of French Canadians and ask Great 
Britain whether the guarantees to these 
people, given when France relinquished 
her Canadian possessions, have been fu). 
mm, 

Mr. <*ln«I«tone D o e * So mo Kli tur l i iK. 

Mr. Gladstone, buoyaut and bristling with 
figures, discusses in tbe December Nineteenth 
Century •'Electoral Facts of To-day." He 
reviews the liberal defeat of 1880, shows the 
tory majority to have beeu 11-1, and notes 
that the bye-eleetious since have reduced it to 
8(5, aud says: "This is rather a remarkable 
decline. The question arises whether it has 
a political meaning: whether it constitutes a 
political omeu. The statesmen enthroned in 
Downing street and Dublin castle reply that 
it has none whatever. It would be so bad a 
compliment to treat this answer as a product 
of their understandings, that good manners 
compel me to take it simply as an expression 
of their wish." 

Then Mr. Gladstoue proceeds- to a discus­
sion of election returns. At first calculation 
he places the liberal majority at 100 should 
there be an immediate general election. By 
way of being perfectly fair, he allows for a 
moment to tory contention that bye-elections 
are not to be trusted, and considers the elec­
tions of muuicipal councils. In 1885 the 
Times and a tory minister found these elec­
tions cheering, but in 188'.) the liberals gained 
141 seats and the tories and dissentients 
only 57. 

Mr. Gladstone then returns to the by-
elections. He divides the period siuce the 
great tory defeat into three parts. The first, 
which was occupied in the appeal of newly 
appointed ministers to their constituents, he 
does not consider. The second, from August, 
1880, to June, 1887, showed little more than 
an arrest of the tories' victorious career. 
The third, from July, 1887, to the present 
date, shows a continuous liberal gain. Here 
are Mr. Gladstone's figures: 

The total net gain of seats by the liberals 
siuce August, 1880, has beeu 11. The number 
of contested elections has beeu 00; of un 
contested elections 24; in all S4. That is to 
say, on the total number of elections the 
opposition have gained more than 1 in S. At 
a general election the total of seats to be 
filled is 070, or deducting universities 001. 
The eights iu 001 are 83 (nearly). But as the 
present majority agaiust Ireland stands at 
86, a loss of 8H seats would srive to the Irish 
cause a majority of 80. 

Next, it is to be observed that the rate of 
j liberal gains appears to increase. In the 

first period of twelve months ending with 
July, 1887, one seat was gained. In eighteeu 
months, to the end of 1888, a balance of live 
seats was won. Ten months of the present 
year have added another balance uf five 
seats. 

Every seat contested iu Scotland and in 
Wales has been carried by the liberals. This 
is remarkable; and is highly omiuous in Scot-
laud, where anti-Irish members hold "tie-
third part of the representation. But Eng-
laud has not b^eu idle; for, of the balance of 
eleven seats won, she exhibits eight. 

It will be said with truth that the govern­
ment have a majority of uncontested seats. 
The uncontested seats are the strongest of 
all, as is shown by the fact that no seat un­
contested in 1880 has yet changed hands in 
any following election. Siuce August, 1880, 
the uncontested seats have been as follows 
(excluding universities): 

Tory aud dissentient jy 
Liberal and nationalist . . . . l'j 

Takiug majorities, Mr. Gladstone shows in 
the second period a liberal gam of y,4!*7 
votes, in the third a liberal gain of 15,040. 
Now, the general election of 1S80 gave the 
tories only 75,000 majority of votes iu 500 
electious. while here is nearly 10,000 iu 58 
elections. 

Not content with this. Mr. Gladstone lends 
ear to the most extravagant tory claims and 
still figures out a possible liberal majority of 
17^, based on the elections of 18K5, to which 
the tories have ofteu appealed. He finally 
says: 

What is perhaps most interesting, iu a 
retrosprct now reachiug over nearly three 
and a half years, is the evidence it affords of 
a steady acceleration in the rate at which 
the liberal party has beeu aud is regaining 
th<» confidence of the constituencies. Its mo­
mentum increases with every stage it covers 
on its journey. In this view it may be best 
that the dissolution should uot arrive too 
early. There is already in view force enough 
and to spare for carrying tbe nest house of 
commons; but, the louger it is allowed to con­
tinue its growth, tbe more able will it 
be to deal also with the bouse of lords, or the 
more likely it will be, let us rather hope, to 
beget within that house it sell' the sagacious 
temper which eschews a hopeless and a dis­
astrous conflict. 

AKUIU the hum! l|ui'M|iun. 
"Waterferd" is the simple signature ap­

pended to "Notes on the Latest Laud Pro­
gramme" in tbe December issue of the Nine­
teenth Century. This signature stands for 
nothing less august thau "the most honor­
able, tbe marquis of Waterford." The article 
refers to "A Resume of tbe Irish Land Prob­
lem" in tbe October issue of the same review. 
Tbe author of that article proposed that tbe 
government should acquire by compulsion 
tbe entire "congested district" of Ireland and 
vest it ID the land commission; that tbe popu­
lation should be thinned out by emigration or 
migration; tbat holdings should be consoli­
dated; that Ugbt railways should be pro­
moted aud tbe fishing industry encouraged. 

As to tbe first proposition, the marquis 
thinks no compulsion would be necessary, and 
if tbe government should decide to become 
tbe landlord be would make no opposition, 
H© does not H#« bow propositions two and 

three can be executed without sweeoing 
away in the districts under consideration the 
laud acts, the advantages of which, Mr. 
Russell, the writer of the October article, 
has so carefully elaborated. Says the mar­
quis, with a perception of the facts that go 
to make up the land question: 

Mr. Russell can hardly expect that the 
peasaut of the congested districts, who now 
is ready to light for the sunny side of a ridge, 
aud whose tenant right proportionally fetches 
a much higher price than that realized iu the 
less populous localities, will volun«arilly con­
sent to abandon his rights under the ucts of 
1870 aud 1881, aud surrender his holding to 
the laud commission so that he himself may 
be emigrated or migrated at the discretion 
of that department. 

Aud again, uuless the act of 1881 is to be 
abrogated, and the rights of free sale taken 
away, how can consolidation of the existing 
holdings be secured? 

If the land commissioners suggested by 
Mr. Russell were to be endowed with such' 
ample and despotic powers as would enable 
them to deal with each individual case as 
they should deem tit, then it might be possi­
ble to settle the congested districts as he pro­
poses, though iu my opinion before this could 
be achieved a vast number of evictions on 
"notice to quit" must take place, which 
would uot fail to create the utmost iudigna 
tion both in Euglaud aud Ireland, accom­
panied by terrible excitement, possibly at 
tended by bloodshed, in the localities them­
selves. 

The marquis agrees with Mr. Russell's fourth 
proposition acceptiug with chamcteristic 
composure the state socialism involved iu 
encouraging the fisheries. 

Then he turus to the question of encum­
bered estates, and affirms that compulsory 
sales to tenauts would go far to counteract 
the good effects of Lord Ashbourne's act by 
making purchasers discontented. Finally he 
sees no reasou for compulsion and suspects 
that dual ownership, after the manner of the 
Ulster tenant right, is the proper thing. He 
declares in conclusion that "free contract, 
such as exists under Lord Ashbourne's act, is 
the only means by which the laud question, 
outside the congested districts, can be fairly 
settled by the gradual establishment of a 
peasaut proprietary." 

A T o r y V i e w ol the U I I I K I i o n . 

"The Irish Malady and Its Physiciaus" is 
the title of a tory article by Frank H. Hill iu 
the December Nineteenth Century. Mr. Hill 
apparently has not discovered that there is a 
land question outside of Ireland, or that, a 
very considerable number of intelligent men 
has come to believe that there can be no 
peace in Ireland or elsewhere until it is ac­
cepted doetriue that the earth belongs in 
usufruct to the liviug. Mr. Hill thinks that 
Ireland has greatly advanced since the 
famine, notes with approval the opinion that 
Mr. Balfour is the greatest Irish secretary of 
the century, aud believes that Ireland would 
do well enough if her physiciaus would let 
her alone. Now, nobody denies that death 
aud emigration have relieved the pressure of 
population in parts of Ireland, and it is true, 
also, that if you believe iu answering well 
founded discontent with coercion, Mr. Bal­
four is an ideal Irish secretary, while those 
who think that Balfour and coercion are 
right, must of course believe that any other 
treatment is wrong. Mr. Hill must pardon 
the rest of us if we insist that a whole peo­
ple, some of whose fellow countrymen have 
shown a remarkable faculty for progress in 
this country, are uot quite so hopelessly be-
youd redemption as he imagines. The key 
to Mr. Hill's atti tude lies iu this utterance, 
apropos of the proposition for state aided 
peasaut proprietorships: 

Political agitators, takiug advantage of a 
period of distress, might, bring about a gen­
eral repudiation of r en t s a demand for their 
reduction, and the wipiug out of arrears—an 
Irish seissnehtheia. The movement must be 
met either by capitulation—which tbe history 
of Euglish dealings with Ireland makes too 
probable—or by exemplary evictions, which, 
if they failed, would have to be converted 
into a general eviction. The power of Eng­
land would be adequate; but the task, though 
great, would be odious, as justice too often 
is to a uatiou debauched by a muudliu senti­
mentality. It may be doubted whether Hug-
lish popular feeling would support such action 
by the goverumeut. The experiment is a 
hazardous one to try with a people ;a whom 
the incentives of Irish agitators, backed by 
the casuistry of English statesmen, lias loos­
ened the sense of the most elementary obli­
gation—that of keeping your word and 
paying your debts. A system of universal 
and compulsory sale on the part of the land­
lords is, therefore, attended not ouly with 
too much danger to the British taxpayer, but 
with possibilities of social aud civil warfare 
which ought not to be encountered with a 
light heart. 

The idea "f ruthless eviction here set forth 
is dear to the heart of the British tory, and 
nothing hits tended more to intensify the sym-
patny of Americans with Irelaud than the 
utterance of such opinions by Englishmen 
who on other subjects seem to be, intelligent 
and humane. 

Mr. Hill is troubled lest the absence of 
landlords might impoverish Ireland. A 
few examples will show the curious sort of 
political economy by which he holds: 

But tbey [the landlords] have another func­
tion. They are, to a great extent, the near­
est aud best market of the small farmer. 
The daily wants of the great house create a 
demand for farm produce, for fruit and 
vegetables and poultry. Tbe deserted man­
sions, with their closed doors and shuttered 
wmdows and grass grown court yard*, 

which Mr. T. W. Russell remarks as studding 
every county in Ireland, account, to a large 
degree, for this decline of the small market 
towns of Ireland. Arthur Young noted a 
similar phenomenon in pro-revolutionary 
France, and attributes much of its impover­
ishment to this cause. Nothing, he says, but 
being banished from court will induce a 
French nobleman to live ou his estate. His 
hatred of the grand seigucur, which almost 
equaled hisulVeetion for the larger farmer 
aud his distrust of the jtetite culture, 
was directed to him as a rent draw­
ing absentee; and this is the state 
of things which a system of compulsory pur­
chase would establish in Ireland during the 
half-century which would be necessary for 
the completion of the process of turning the 
occupier into the owner of the land. Arthur 
Young noted also, as a curious phenomenon, 
tha t a small town had gathered itself to­
gether at the foot of nearly every great 
chateau. As the Euglish squire likes, he 
says, to have his stables near his house, so 
the Freuch noble iusists on having his serfs 
withiu call. I t is more natural to suppose 
that the little town iu unsettled times placed 
itself under the castle walls for the sake of 
protection, aud that, it remained there for the 
sake of custom. At any rate, a system of 
universal aud compulsory sale of land to the 
tenauts for half a century would probably 
transfer to London or Paris, Rome, Florence, 
or Dresden the annual revenues which would 
otherwise be spent in Ireland. . . . 

If the Irish laudlord may legitimately be 
deprived of his rent, why may not the Eng­
lish landlord be legitimate!v deprived of his 
land without compensation? The difference 
is ouly that, which separates petty larceny 
from plunder.on a large scale. You take a 
man's house when you take the prop which 
supports his house. You take a man's land 
when you take the rent, of his 'and, and you 
may as well complete the process while you 
are about it. The words folly and rob­
bery suit the one operation as well as the 
other. That geographical morality which 
Burke censured as enabling men to do in 
India what they would shrink from doing in 
Eng'aud, is no longer practicable in these 
days of steam and electricity, of instantane­
ous knowledge aud simultaneous judgment. 
The principles which are palliated, aud even 
defended, iu Ireland are sure to be applied 
in Englautl to the discomfiture of some of 
their apologists. . . . 

If the whole duty of man is to make two 
blades of grass grow where one grew be­
fore, the fact would be an argument against 
large holdings. But all the intellectual life 
of the agricultural community, everything 
which makes a man something more than— 
Aristotle's definition of a slave—a living 
tool, comes from the example and influence 
of nobles and squires who cultivate their own 
land. The peasaut and yeornan farmer of 
Prussia is as much bound to the soil as when 
he was tied to it by feudal bonds. The great 
owner cultivator who can visit foreign coun­
tries and compare the implements and prac­
tices which he finds there with those in use 
at home, is a sort of missionary of good 
farming to his neighbors when he comes 
back. An improvement is never essayed 
upon a. small or middle sized holding till it 
has been tried upon a large estate aud found 
to answer well. The great farming noble or 
squire is experimenter general for the benefit 
of the community in which he lives, and his 
smaller neighbors profit alike by his failures 
and his successes. His loss is their gain. 

A fair blending of large estates, cultivated 
by (heir owners, is desirable in every part of 
Ireland. Its introduction on that friuge of 
the western coast known as congested Ire­
land is yet more expedient. A great portion 
of the so-called farmers arc simply laborers 
with a house and a plot of land, whose wages 
as harvestmen iu England and Scotland 
formerly enabled them to Jive up to their 
own idea of comfort and decency. The in­
troduction of machinery has, however, cut 
oil' this main source of income, and if the 
land which they occupy were their own 
they could not make a living out of it. 

Mr. Hill, strangely enough, realizes that 
home rule aud the land question are closely 
related, but he seems to have slept for a de­
cade while the universal laud question wan 
under discussion, He admits that the solu­
tion of heme rule may lie iu some sort of 
parliament iu iMihlin, if none other thau a 
committee of Irish members from Westmin­
ister. 

A HINIIOV'M l'roli-Mi. 

Speaking recently at a meeting iu London 
ou behalf of the bishop of Bedford!.s East 
Londou church fund, the dean of Chichester 
said they must try to impress upon the selfish, 
extravagant and luxurious rich class, the 
appeal of the poor. Should not some great 
voice be lifted up and some strong protest 
made against the apathy of those who never 
stirred a finger for Christ, who were living 
luxurious and self-seekiug lives, aud creating 
a state of disaffection among the working 
classes which some called "socialism." He 
often wondered at the patience of the poor 
iu the existing coiiditionsof their lives. When 
they noted the extraordinary extravagance 
and selfishuess which existed <>u the part of 
the rich around them, he was riot surprised 
at the disaffection which prevailed. A single 
meal at the Mansion house cost i'tJ.OOO or 
L'.'J.OOO, and, al ter one of those costly meals 
lately, under the very shadow of the Man­
sion house, a poor womau was found dead in 
a doorway, starved to death for want of the 
common necessaries of life. These were the 
auoinalies, these were things which were 
daing harm. It was not much use to go to 
poor aud starving men with the message of 
peace, and of the love of God in Christ, when 
there were these glaring anomalies in our 
social life. 

It would be interesting to know just what 
is the lord bishop's income, ecclesiastical and 
private, aud bow much of each is made up 
of rent exacted from those who enjoy a t bis 
lordship's bands tbe privilege of using 
natural opportunities 
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AND APPEALS ON THE BOOK. 
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T h e v T r e n t . 

On the Sth day of September, 158*], George 
H<Hchins, of Ancora. iu the township of Wins* 
low, county of Camden and state of Mew 
Jersey, made his will, in which, after pro­
viding f"r his wife, lie undertook to establish 
what is known to the law as a "charitable 
trust" for the circulation of copies of "Prog­
ress and Poverty" and other works by the 
same author. Mr. Hutehins was an ardent 
advocate of the reform now generally known 
as the single tax. His wife was in sympathy 
with him, and it was with her consent that 
the will was made. After appointing William 
R. Braddock as his sole executor, and giving 
one-third of all his real estate, together with 
one-third of his preferred stock and scrip of 
the Northern Pacific railroad, to his wife, 
and a sewing machine to a distant relative, 
Mr. Hutehins provided in his will as follows: 

Lastly—All the rest and residue of my es­
tate, of any and every form, kind and de­
scription whatsoever, I hereby give, devise 
and bequeath, under the name of "tbe Huteh­
ins'fund." to Henrv Geonrr, the well-known 
author of "Progress and Poverty," his heirs, 
executors and administrators, iu sacred trust 
for the express purpose of "spreading the 
light1 on social and political liberty and jus­
tice in these United States of America, by 
means of the gratuitous, wise, efficient and 
economically conducted distribution all over 
the land of said George's publications on the 
all important laud question and cognate sub­
jects, including his "Progress and Poverty," 
his replies to the criticisms thereon, his "Prob­
lems of tbe Times," and any other of his 
books and pamphlets which he may think it 
wise and proper to gratituuusly distribute in 
this country; provided, first, that said George, 
his heirs, executors and administrators, shall 
regularly furnish true annual reports of tbe 
management and disbursement of the said 
"Hutehins' fund" to the paper called The 
Irish AVorld and the American Industrial 
Liberator, or its acknowledged successor, 
and shall also annually mail or otherwise send 
a copy of said paper, containing such annual 
report, to each of the following persons, to 
wit: My aforementioned wife, Mary Hutch-
ius, now of this place, William S. Wood, now 
of Parker, county of Randolph, State of In­
diana, and James Hutehins, now of Selma, 
county of Delaware and state of Indiana; and 
provided, second, that said George, his heirs, 
executors and administrators, shall cause to 
be inserted or printed opposite the title page 
of every free copy of his books distributed by 
means of this fund, this, rny solemn request, 
virtually, to wit, that each recipient shall 
read it and then circulate it among such 
neighbors or other persons as in his best 
judgment will make the best use of it. 

In the autumn of 18SG George Hutehins 
died leaving this will, and there came into 
the hands of his executor, Mr. Braddock, 
personal estate to the value of $9 38610, 
which it became the duty of Mr. Braddock to 
distribute according to the terms of the will. 
.It appears, also, that the real estate was 
worth about $1,000. But distribution was 
prevented for a time by James Hutehins, a 
half brother of the deceased, who notified 
the executor that the gift of the residue of 
the estate to Henry George was void, and 
warned the executor not to pay it. This 
compelled Mr. Braddock to go into the court 
of chancery for advice or to assume the re­
sponsibility of making a payment that might 
be invalid. He therefore prayed the court 
to decide—first, whether the gift to Heury 
George was legal and valid; second, whether 
under the terms of the will it was his duty 
to sell tbe real estate; third, whether the 
widow was entitled to dower iu the real 
estate; fourth, if the gift to Henry George 
was invalid, whether the personal estate in­
cluded in the gift should be distributed to 
the next of kin of Mr. Hutehins; iiftb, if the 
gift was invalid, whether the real estate 
should be sold and the proceeds t reated as 
personal estate. 

George A. Vroom, esq., was solicitor for 
tbe executor, and upon tiling his bill of com­
plaint setting out the foregoing facts, he 
obtained process agaiust all the parties iu 
interest to appear and answer it. 

Henry George appeared by John T. Wood-
hull, esq., of Camden. He admitted most of 
the statements of the complainant, but defied 
that the gift to him was invalid, declaring 
that as it was "dedicated to a broad, useful, 
aud educational purpose," it was a trust that 
would be enforced by the court, and one 
which he accepted and agreed to execute ac­
cording to the spirit of its dedication, 

The widow of Mr, Hutehins and his half 
brother filed answers in which they set up 
the invalidity <>f the gift. 

Meantime it had appeared that the provi­
sion for the widow was insuillcient, and Mr. 
George proposed to relinquish his trust gift 
if the collateral heirs would consent to its 
payment to her. This they refused to do, 
and after the will and copies of "Hrogresi 
and Poverty," "Social Problems," "Tnt l»ai»d 
Question," aud "Protection or Fre* Trade?" 

were put in evidence the case came up for 
final hearing before Vice Chancellor Bird. 

The full text of the vice chancellor's opin­
ion was published iu THE STANDARD of June 
2, 18SS. It was in substance as follows: 

I t is insisted that the residuary clause in 
the will is not a charitable bequest. What 
is a charity? Definitions are often framed 
for a particular case, and I will not at tempt 
it. I will be content with the views of 
others of great experience and learning. In 
Perry on Trusts it is said: "Charity has ob­
tained a significance in law, and courts do 
not uphold or administer trusts for particu­
lar purposes which are not charitable within 
the meaning of the law." Mr. Story adds: 
"A brquest may, in an enlarged sense, be 
charitable aud not within the purview of the 
statute." Again, it has been said that all 
of the purposes of a charitable bequest may 
be classified as ecclesiastical, educational or 
eleemosynary. It is claimed that the gift in 
question cannot be brought within either of 
these classifications, for in no sense does it 
have a tendency to benefit or to improve 
mankind. It has been held that a bequest 
of a fund to perpetuate a useful library is 
good. The bequest under consideration is 
to spread the light on the question as to who 
shall hold the title to land?, or how that title 
shall be held, or for whose benefit. A gift 
to publish the works of Newton, or of Bacon, 
or of Milton, or of Shakespeare, or of Ed­
wards, or of Bancroft, or of Irving, or of Mc-
Cosh, or Webster, or Marshall, would be 
good. It follows that a gift to circulate any 
portion of these works or any or all of them 
would also be lawful. There cau be no doubt 
that tbe circulation of one book maybe the 
object of a testator's bounty. Of course the 
object must be to enlighten or to improve 
mankind. But it is not the individual judg­
ment which is to be the guide as to what 
will enlighten or improve mankiud, for mani­
festly that may be regarded as hostile to the 
public welfare by one individual which by 
another would be deemed most useful or 
beneficial. 

With these suggestions as to the funda­
mental principles that must control, the vice 
chancellor examined "Progress and Poverty," 
"Sjcial Problems" and "The Laud Question" 
at considerable length, to see what it was 
that the testator had desired to disseminate, 
and proceeded: 

I am disposed to sustain the bequest were 
it not for one thing that Mr. George says with 
respect to the claim of landowners to com­
pensation. He s&vs: " I t is not merely a rob­
bery in the past, it is a robbery in the present 
—a robbery that deprives of their birth-right 
the infants that are coming into tbe world. 
Why should we hesitate about making short 
work of such a system? Because I was robbed 
yesterday, and the day before, and the day 
before that, is it any reason that I should 
suffer myself to be robbed to-day and to­
morrow—any reason that I should conclude 
that the robber has acquired a vested right 
to rob me?" Again he says: "Historically as 
ethically, private property in land is rob­
bery." 

Ciearly, the author, in these passages, not 
only condemns existing laws, but denounces 
the laws that secure titles to land in private 
individuals as robbery, as a crime. It is this 
aspect of the case which leads me to the con­
clusion that tbe court ought to refuse its aid 
in enforcing the provisions of this will. 
Whatever might be the rights of the indi­
vidual author, iu the discussion of such ques­
tions in tbe abstract, it certainly would not 
become the court to aid in the distribution of 
literature which denounces as robbery—as a 
crime—an immense proportion of the judicial 
determinations of the higher courts. This 
would uot be charitable. Society has con­
stituted courts for the purpose of assisting in 
the administration of the law and in the pre­
servation of the rights of tbe citizens, and of 
the public welfare; but I can conceive of 
nothing more antagonistic to such purpose 
than for the courts to encourage, by their 
decrees, the dissemination of doctrines which 
may educate the people to the belief that the 
great body of the laws which such courts ad­
minister concerning titles to land have no 
other principle for their basis than robbery. 
..'I have sought to overcome tbe view just 

expressed, by striving to bring the books of 
Mr. George within that branch of the opinion 
in Jackson vs. Phillips (14 Allen, 589), which 
maintained that efforts to produce a change 
in public opinion on the subject of slavery, 
bv the publication of books, newspapers, 
speeches aud lectures, -,\ as charitable, but I 
have uot beeu able so to do, for the reason 
given. However radical the works of Mr. 
George may be, however much iu oonflict 
with prevailing couvictions or prejudices, I 
can lind but the one thing iu them that in any 
sense makes it my duty to say that the court 
cannot regard the bequest as charitable. 

If I am correct in the foregoing view, tbe 
testator died iutestate as to all of his estate 
not disposed of by the three first paragraphs 
of his will. 

1 will advise a decree iu accordance with 
these views. 

The syllabus printed in the official reports 
and written by the vice chancellor himself is 
as follows; 

A bequest for the distribution of books, in 
which the author describes tbe system by 
which tbe landowners of the country hold 
the title to their lands as robbery, is uot »uch 
a charity as the courts will enforce. 

From tbe decision of tbe chancellor, made 
by advice of Vice Chancellor Bird, Henry 
George appealed to tbe court of errors and 
appeals of New Jersey. 

A brief for Mr. George was submitted by 
James P. Minturn, corporation attorney of 
Hoboken. He said in substance: 

According to the views of the vice chancel­
lor, a trust created for tbe dissemination of 
educational literature calculated to obliterate 
existing laws, will be sustaiued by the courts 
after the judges have thoroughly investigated 
and dissected the b oks iu vain to discover 
tbe use of the word "robber," or the term 
"robbery." 

If these views had prevailed in the days of 
Cesar Augustus and his immediate succes­
sors, it is very doubtful whether we should 
have the bible'to-day to send to foreign mis­
sions for the purpose of overturning govern­
ments and religions. Under the old dispen­
sation, to insult the scribes aud pharisees was 
equal to blasphemy, and vet the master said 
to them: "Ye hypocrites!" Aud to the money 
changers who were plying a profitable and 
legitimate t rade in the temple, he said, as he 
whipped them out: " I t is written my house 
shall be called the house of prayer, but you 
have made it a den of thieves." And to "the 
chief priests he said: "The publicans and 
harlots shall go into the kingdom of God be­
fore you." Aud again, to the scribes and 
pharisees: "Woe to you, scribes and phari­
sees, hypocrites, because you are like to 
whited sepulchers, which outward appear to 
men beautiful, but within are full of dead 
men's bones, and of all filthiness." And even 
the lawyers received attention: "Woe to you, 
lawyers, for you have taken away the key of 
knowledge. ' Y o u yourselves have not en­
tered in, and th>->se that were entering in you 
have hindered." 

The intense and bitter struggle for the 
emancipation of the colored slaves produced 
i\o judicial condemnation of strong language. 
Webster stvled what the vice ebaucellor 
calls "the great bodv of laws whish the 
courts administer" (slavery laws), " tha t 
work of hell, foul and dark—the slave trade." 
"The present system of finance," said Wen­
dell Phillips, speaking of the same "great 
b. dy of the laws," "robs labor, gouges capi­
tal, makes the rich richer and the poor 
poorer, and turns a republic into au aris-
toi'racv of capital." That "great body of 
the laws" which the courts administer, kuown 
as a protective tariff, has time and again 
upon the floors of cougress been termed 
"robbery." Herbert Spencer's works would 
fare badly under the vice chancellor's de­
cision, for Speucer says that equity "does 
not permit property in land;" that "it cau 
never be pretended that the existing titles to 
such property are legitimate;" that "vio­
lence, fraud, tbe prerogative of force, the 
claims of superior cunning—these are the 
sources to which those titles may be traced;' ' 
and "had we to deal with the parties who 
originally robbed the human race of its 
heritage we might make short work of the 
matter." 

Such use of the word "robbery" is sanc­
tioned by the highest tribunal in the land. 
Justice Miller of the supreme court of the 
United States, iu writing an opinion on taxa­
tion, said: "To lay with one hand the power 
of the government on the property of the 
citizen, and with the other besto'w it oa 
favored individuals to aid private enter­
prises and build up private fortunes is none 
tbe less robbery because it is done under the 
form of law aud is called taxation." So we 
find that the writer who denounces as rob­
bery the great body of the laws which the 
courts administer has authority to justify 
hi in. 

There is nothing illegal in seeking to bring 
about a change in existing laws, if the modus 
operandi proposed be legal. 

L. A. Russell of the Cleveland, Ohio, bar 
also submitted a brief by courtesy of tho 
court. Having no special knowledge of the 
laws of New Jersey relative to the lights of 
widows and heirs at law, he confined bis 
discus«iou to the one question, "Whether the 
gift in trust of the residue of the estate to 
Henry George is a legal and valid one." Oa 
this question Mr. Russell made the following 
points: 

First—If the residue belonged to Hutehins 
in his life time, an essential part of his do­
minion over it was his power of disposition 
by will. 

Second—As to the land, if bis power over 
it were limited in the eye of the law, as it 
ought to be accordiug to Henry George's 
ideas, Henry George could get uo title to it 
other than a continuing use of the land upon 
payment of its aunual rental value to the 
public. But in the eye of the law it is not so 
limited, and his power over the land is as bis 
power over his chattels so far as his power 
of disposition by will is concerned. 

Third—Hutcbins's power of disposing by 
will over this residue (supposing the rights of 
his widow and heirs at law are preserved) 
was unlimited by auy requirement of law 
which would not b« of equal obligation on 
him if he bad uudertaken to <vake the same 
disposition of it in his life time. 

Fourth—His power over his own after 
death, provided he left a will, was the same 
as it was before. 

Fifth—This power during life was limited 
by law aud nothi"g else. If he left a will the 
power after death was limited by law and 
nothing eise. 

Sixth—If during his life Hutehins ha* made 
a deed of gift in f u s t to Henry George, for 
the purposes expressed iu the will, aud had 

(>roposed to deliver the deed, could this court 
lave res'rained him? Yet if tbe proposed 

trust were uulawlul the court could have re­
strained him. 

Seventh—If the act for the performance of 
which the residue is by this will intended U 
contrary to law, the court is riuhtly invoked 
to advise the executor to withhold his hand 
from doing what Hutehins has directed him 
to do. But if the act is uot unlawful, it can 
no more restrain the hand of the executor of 
Hutehins than it could have restrained 
Hutehins himself during his life time. In the 
eye of the law, the hand of tbe executor is 
tbe hand of tho testator. 

Eighth—There is no question hereof morals 
or ethics, of best or worst, of wisdom or 
folly, of land teuure or taxation, of politics 
or religion, or of whether the men who in 
office are t»n.s court sympathize with, under* 
stand, or differ from the views of Henry 
George. 

Ninth—Tbe sole question is whether it is 
lawful or unlawful to circulate Henry 
George's books. 

Tenth—If it be lawful by tbe decision of 
tbe court then the court does only so pro* 
uuuuee aud withdraw its shadow from 
athwart tbe beams of George Hutebtu*'s 
spreading light. If it be unlawful by the da­
emon of tbe court, then tbe court does only 

so pronounce and withdraw its shadow from 
athwart the beams of George Hutcbins's de­
scending property to his heirs a t law, he 
being then intestate, as to said residue. 

Eleventh—If it is unlawful in New Jersey 
to circulate any man's decent, uon-libeious 
utterances on auy subject whatsoever, then 
New Jersey is not free. 

George A. Vroom, esq., of Camden, who 
appeared for the executor, writes that he 
had no occasion to prepare any brief on the 
merits of tbe controversy, and Mr. Joline, 
who appeared for the contesting collateral 
heir, a distant relative of Mr. Hutehins, re 
fuses to furnish a cony of his brief, though he 
offers no reason for the refusal. 

Schuyler C. Woodhull, esq., in behalf of the 
widow, tiled a brief,of which the following is 
au abstract : 

The statute, 43 Eliz., c. t, is the foundation 
in part a t least ot the law of charities here. 
That statute is entitled "An act to redress 
the misemployment of lands, goods and stock 
of money heretofore given to charitable uses." 
Bequests for charity must come within the 
enumeration or intendment of this statute. 
Charity has obtained a signification iu law, 
and courts do not uphold purposes not charit­
able within the meaniug of the law. A be­
quest may in an enlarged sense be charitable 
aud yet not within the purview of the statute. 
Though a bequest "for free schools" is good 
unJer statute, "No schools for dancing or 
fenciug are within tbe intent of the law be­
cause they are matters of delicacy, not of 
necessity." We insist that this bequest for dis­
seminating a man's Utopian and chimerical 
theories of land tenures is not a charitable 
purpose at law. 

The trust is void for uncertainty. What 
does the term "cognate subjects" iuclude, 
and what, works may not be distributed under 
the latitude of these words of the 
trust, viz.: "And any other of his books 
and pamphlets which he may think it wise 
to gratuitously distribute iu this couutry." 
They may be utterly at variance with every 
idea of charity—subversive of government— 
revolutionary. Where the bequest can be 
applied to other than strictly charitable pur­
poses, the court will not execute the trust, 
or where there is too much discretion in the 
trustee. 

In Kendall v. Granger, 5 Beavan, 300, the 
bequest was to be applied "for the relief of 
domestic distress, assistiug indigent but do 
serving individuals or encouraging undertak 
ings of general utility." Lord Laugdalesaid 
if the senteuce had ended with the word "in­
dividuals" it would have been a good be­
quest, but that the remainder might include 
purposes not charitable, and the whole was 
void. We insist tha t consistently with tbe 
will the funds may be applied for purposes 
entirely foreign to charity, and tha t the 
trust, as a charity, must fail. 

The bequest is void as against public 
policy. The theories advanced in the works 
sought to be distributed are against the 
policy of the law, as also their tendency is 
against public policy. Trusts a re illegal 
when they are for purposes of immorality or 
contravene some statute or are contrary to 
public policy. Courts will not carry into 
effect charitable donations against public 
policy or which tend to a breach of the laws 
of the land. In Englaud bequests to super­
stitious uses are void as contrary to 
public policy. Fund given in trust 
to apply the income to printing and 
promoting the doctriues of the supremacy of 
the pope have been held void as against 
public policy. Bequest to procure discharge 
of persons imprisoned for non-payment of 
fines uuder the game laws was held void as 
against public pelicy. 

The trust is against the policy of tbe law in 
that it seeks the dissemination of theories 
which do not concur with and are opposed to 
the existing law. The court will not permit 
tbe system of trusts to be directed to any 
object that contravenes the policy of tbe law. 
Gifts for purposes prohibited by or opposed 
to the existing laws cannot be upheld as 
charitable, even if for objects which other­
wise would be deemed such. Speaking, in 
tbe same case, of a trust looking toward tbe 
securing of the right of franchise to women, 
Mr. Justice Gray said: "Whether such an 
alteration of the existing laws aud frame of 
government would be wise and desirable, is 
a question upon which we cannot, sitting iu a 
judicial capacity, properly express any 
opinion. Our duty is limited to expounding 
tbe laws as they stand, aud those laws do cot 
recognize the purpose of overthrowing or 
changiug them in whole or iu part, as a 
charitable use." A trust that looks to political 
agitation and to attempts to al ter existing 
laws cannot be recognized by this court as 
charitable. Sir Francis Moore, who drew 43 
Eliz., says, in bis exposition of it, t ha t one of 
tbe requisites of a good bequest for cbarity 
is that it must be in accordance with the law. 
Aud be cites the instance of a git t for pro­
viding seats for beggars on tbe highway to 
beg iu, which he says was bad, "for charity 
must concur with tbe law and tbe law pro­
hibits begging," Yet tha intention of tbe 
testator here was manifestly charitable. Tbe 
right to make a will is statuory. A gift by 
will is given effect by law and must oonour 
and be in entire consonance with law. 

Attention is culled to tbe following citations 
from the works of Henry George, offered in 
the court below: "Progress and Poverty"—p, 
337; caption oi bjok 7; pp. 339,343,344,345, Sttft, 
347, m, 349, 357, 358, 359, 3ol, m and 3o3, 
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205, 300. "Private property m land is unjust, 
a usurpation and a fraud," pp. 2T5, 2?7, 280, 
281. Private ownership must, be lib »li- heel, 
pp. 384, 287, U*\\ 200, 2'Jl, 340, 803, '.VM. 
"The Land Question"—pp. 0 and 10, 82, 
33, 34. 35, 37, 41, 42, 48, 47, 51, b'i 
00. "Pr«'peri.y in Lino,"—pp. 50 and 51, 
50, 57, 00, 01, 02, 07, 70 and 73. -'Pre-
tection or Free Trade?"—pp. 289, 207, 342 
and 340. "Social Problems"—pp. .85.80,178, 
174, 175, 170. 177, 210, 220, 221, ono on') . — - t , 

OOl! 1«>7 r)'>:-> i ) l . 

Our insistment, there 'ore, is upon the 
grounds stated—that this court cannot en­
force this trust as a charitable purpose in 
law. SCHUYLER. C. WOODHULL, 

Sol'r of Mary Hutchius. 

John T. Woodhull, esq , and Samuel W. 
Belden, in behalf of Mr. George, tiled a brief, 
in substance as follows: 

Our contention is that this gift, is a charita­
ble trust. What is charity? The laws of 
New Jersey are the same as those of Eng­
land iu the classification of objects which are 
and are not ehari1 ies; and, bj' the 'aw of 
Englaud, they include other objects of be­
neficence than those mentioned in the statute 
of El 'zibcth. Lord Hardwicke defines a 
charity as a " gift to a general public use 
which extends to the poor as well as to the 
rich." His dcfiuiliou has been approved in 
many eases. But the definition which seems to 
have been favorably accepted by our courts 
in New Jersey is that, of Mr. Justice Gray, iu 
Jackson v. Phillips, 14 Allen, 580. He savs a 
charity is "a gift to be applied consistently 
with existing laws for the benefit of an in­
definite number of persons, by bringing theii 
minds or hearts under the influence of edneu-
catior or religion," etc. The principle thai 
general education is a charity is well estab­
lished in this state. And more uarticularh 
education by incaus of the circulation of 
books or delivery of lectures has been recog­
nized as charitable. And .still more particu­
larly trusts for the circulation of bonks and 
the delivery of lectures upon particular 
subjects, are deemed charitable. The gift if 
question in this case is for public education 
by meaus of the distribution of books. The 
gift, expressed in the words of the testator, 
is "for the express purpose of 'spreading the 
light' ou social and political liberty and jus­
tice in these United States of America, by 
means of the distribution all over the land of 
said George's publications," and comes di­
rectly within the cases, as the books alluded 
to, and which have been marked as exhibits 
in this case, t reat of the subjects designated. 

But while a general view of the gift bring"-
it within the rule of cases which would, be­
yond doubt, establish it as a chanty , it has 
been and doubtless will be urged by those 
who are now the appel ces, tha t a closer in­
spection of the gift and of the books therein 
alluded to, discloses defects and objection­
able features which must compel the court 
to withhold its protection. Those defects 
and ffatures, which will be noticed iu this 
brief, are : 

1. That the books characterize certain ex­
isting laws and adjudications under them as 
criminal. 

2. That the gift is opposed to existiup: law. 
3. That the gift is too uucertaiu and indefi­

nite to be administered. 
The first of which the vice-chancellor bases 

his conclusions upon, and the last two of 
which are, in the form urged upon the pre­
vious argument, not approved by him. 

I t will be seen by an examination of the 
opinion of the vice-chancellor, that while it 
may be true that objections one and two are 
in some senses identical, as possibly they may 
both u reality rest on the reason of public 
policy, the objection, which is the vice-
chancellor's, differs from the second iu that 
his objection goes only to the mode of ex­
pression of the idea and not really to the 
substance. 

He aeclares that he does not follow nor 
concur in the opinion in Jackson v. Phillips, 
that "these laws do not recognize the pur­
pose of overthrowing them or changing them 
in whole or in pa r tus aeharitable use," which 
would go to the substance of the pnueip'es 
enunciated; but lie rests his conclusions on 
the ground that the laws and the court's ad­
judications are denouueed as a crime by the 
use of the word "robbery." 

Now, it is submitted, in the first place, that 
the vice chancellor is mistaken iu sayiug that 
a crime is charged iu that the evident iuten-
tiou of the author is uot to use the word in 
its tecbuieal, legal sense. 

The books are uot treatises upon law, nor 
written by one learned iu the law; aud, this 
being the case, it is unfair to put upon them 
a construction or to give to them au inter­
pretation iueoubi^teut with the sense in which 
a layman would use them. There are many 
other senses in which the word is used. The 
general use of the word, iu fact, imparts no 
such meaning, u.nd the spirit of the coutext , 
as well as the profession of the author, argue 
most strongly for *he meaning in general use. 
Could it be contended for a moment that the 
customer who says to the tradesman, selling 
at a supposed exorbitant price, "I t is rob­
bery," charges a crime? Is the use of the 
expression, "Robbing i»eter to pay Paul," 
charging upon the actor a crime againH 
Peter? I t is respectfully submitted that the 
ordinary use of the word curries with it no 
charge of ciime. Nor does the exact siguib-
oatiou given by the lexicographers limit us 
to the legal interpretation. The first deliui-
tion of "rob," given by Worcester, is; »'To 

take away without right." Webster gives 
many definitions differing from the legal ac­
ceptation: "To take away by oppression," 
"io take fr< m, to deprive," "to withhold 
what is due," and quotes: "Rob nut the poor, 
been use he is poor;" "a large tree robs 
smaller plants, near it, of their nourish­
ment;" "will a man rob God; yet ye have 
robbed me." 

The legal definition imports a felonious in­
tent, which is no part of the general defini­
tions, and certainly is not within the inten­
tion of Henry George in his use of the word 
iu any of his works. The definitions above 
alluded, "To take from, to deprive," "to 
withhold what is due," will fully satisfy the 
intent of the authur, and are uo charge of 
crime. 

But, even if it were true that the words 
used did convey the suggestion of crime, it is 
contended that this is no reason for holding 
the gift illegal, for the charge is made only 
against the system by which the matter is 
regulated and no revolutionary method is 
suggested for rightiug the wrong. 

It is submitted that under the decision in 
Jackson v. Phillips, it is uot the character of 
assertions or propositions concerning existing 
laws which determine the legality of the 
gift, but the means by which it is proposed to 
relieve from the effects of a system charged 
as iniquitous. Under that opinion almost 
any terms might be used in characterizing a 
social wrong, but the remedy proposed 
vvould be the part submitted to the test. 

It is also submitted with reference to the 
conclusion of the vice-cbaucellor, that it is 
illogical. 

In substauce, he says that all of the argu­
ments used by Mr. George are unobjection­
able, but objects to t^e unavoidable conclu­
sion. If there is nothing iu any of the argu­
ments which the law considers will preveut 
ihe books beiug distributed as a clmrity, we 
submit the simple conclusion to which those 
arguments lead cannot have that effect, pro­
viding that the conclusion is drawn logically 
from the arguments, for they must say the 
same thiug. 

As to the objection that the gift is opposed 
to existing laws the leading case upon this 
subject is Jackson v. Phillips. That says: 
"Gifts for purposes prohibited by, or opposed 
to, existing laws cannot be upheld as chari­
table, even if for objects which would other­
wise be deemed such," and decides the gift of 
fund to be used for procuring a change in the 
laws concerning the rights of women to be 
void for this reason. The bequest for the es­
tablishment of a fund for the "preparation 
and circulation of books and newspapers, th<* 
delivery of speeches aud lectures, and such 
other means as in their judgment will create 
i public sentiment that will put an end to ne­
gro slavery iu this country" was sustained, 
notwithstanding the fact that) the cou<-t 
held, impliedly, that the laws of other states 
thau Massachusetts were to be tak. n into 
consideration, and that the laws of s me of 
the states recognized slavery as a part of the 

cated to be brought about? This must de­
termine the fate of the gift under Jackson 
v. Phillips. Is an Insurrection advocated' 
Is political agitation sought/ Are existing 
laws to be changed' To the first two of these 
questions most decidedly, "No." To the 
last one we answer, "Yes, but not such a 
change as will prevent the books being dis­
tributed under this: gift." The chance ad­
vocated is a change in the law o: taxation, 
nothing more. The change is all embodied 
in the propos'tiou in "Progress and Pov­
erty," b.iok VIII., chap. 2: "To ab »lish all 
taxation save on land values " With all the 
revolutionary sentiments generally imputed 
to Henry Georee, lol this is the only change 
of law proposed; a change in a law con­
stantly the. subject of change, a law admit­
tedly imperfect. Cau it be that, in this nine­
teenth century, it sha'l be held that advo­
cating, by book, a change iu the administra­
tion of the tax law, places the book beyond 
the pale of the law! It is submitted that 
there is uo case which goes so far. 

I t was no*, urged below, and we do not, be­
lieve it will be here, that this gift, is void t e-
eause the book, "Protection or Free Trade;" 
advocating a change in the tariff legislation,-
was to be distributed; such a proposition 
would seem preposterous; and yet it is not 
more serious to change the law of taxation 
than the law of the tnrifl'. Both are inci­
dental legislation, aro matters of eon-

trust for the express puro-ose of spreading 
the light on social and political liberty and 
justice in these United States of America." 
That such a purpose is a charitable use, ac­
cording to the legal import of those terms, is 
self evident, in view of the present state of 
the decisions on that subject. 

Consequently, if there be any illegality in 
this testamentary disposition, of necessity, 
it must reside in the methods contrived by 
the testator fur the fulfillment of such legiti­
mate purpose. Thoso methods are described 
bv the testator in these words, viz. •the 

same, upon the ground that it was n i "tin 
necessary or the reasonable interpittatiou 
of the bequest," that it looked to "pc litical 
agitation and to at tempts to alter existing 
laws." "The manner stated of putting an 
end to slavery is not by legislation or polit­
ical action, but by creating a public senti­
ment, which rather points to moral influence 
and voluntary manumission." Do the w< ids 
of this gift require any different interpr ta-
ti"ii? The distribution in that case was for 
"creating a public sentiment;" in this, for 
"spreading the light." Clearly, both express­
ly point to education, aud should receive the 
syme interpretation. ! 

But it may be suggested that the gift iu the 
Massachusetts case was sustained because the 
means used were, in their absence, presumed 
to be lawful, but that no such presumption 
can arise iu this case, as the books are pres­
ent, and are such as should not have the sanc­
tum of the law in their distribution. It is 
submitted, first, that, under the Jackson v. 
Phillips decision, if the books are not subver­
sive of the Christian religion or of government 
ii: their sentiments, the only portion of them 
which cau condemn them will be the means 
proposed for carrying tne reforms suggested 
mto effect. Iu determiuiu? whether or not 
i heir sentiments are subversive of the Chris­
tian religion or of government, all parts must 
be construed together. It would be difficult 
to select any book which would contain no 
single unobjectionable phrase, if such phrase 
were separated entirely from all other parts 
of the b-ok, but yet the meaning of the author 
might be entirely unobjectionable. At the 
argument below counsel commented upon 
c rtain sentences, and very few of them 
at that, which they were pleased to 
separate from all the coutext, to mu­
tilate, and to so deform as to express far 
frem the intention of the author. An illus 
tratiou of this might be found in the opinion 
of the viee-chaneeilor. This is certainly an 
unfair method in dealing with substance. It 
is submitted that if all parts of these books 
are read together, they will be found to in­
culcate the verv ideas upou which the 
Christian religion and too best government 
are founded. They plead for justice and 
riu'ht to be secured bv unselfish methods. 
If, then, the general effect and tendeucy of 
these books is not adverse to Christianity 
and government, but rather ennobling and 
elevating to the reader, aud thereby pro­
motes the same, which we contend is the 
case, by wtat means are the reforms advo-

venience, to be changed and reformed as 
occasion requires. 

But should it appear that this case is with­
in the opinion in Jackson v. PhiMips, we de­
sire to call attention of the court to the fact 
that that portion of the opinion which de­
clares that "trusts whose expressed purpose 
is to bring about changes in the laws . . . 
are not charitable," etc., is not supported by 
the authorities which are thereinabove cited. 
Tbere is no one of the citations which goes 
further thau to say that trusts for objects 
forbidden by the law. All of the other cita­
tions go to the point of inciting an insur 
rection or establishing a supreme power other 
than the one recognized, which can be classed 
as at tacks on existing government. 

If it be correct that public policy is the test, 
»t is submitted that the general tendency of 
these books, as is gathered from them as a 
whole, must govern, and that that tendency 
is to make better citizens of those who read. 
There a re uo appeals to the lower natures of 
men, but all to the higher. There can be no 
improper motives inspired bv these books. If 
they are incorrect in their theories, it is only 
a mistake in science, but in the heart of the 
books, where they spoak to men's hearts, 
there is uo impure inspiration; the teachings 
would evoke no ignoble sentiment. While it 
may be true that that which we regard us a 
settled right, is pronounced unjust (and noth­
ing more serious can be charged), no revolu­
tion, no • iusurrection is urued.no "demand 
of right," but "moral influence aud voluntary 
mauumiss ;on." 

As to the question of indefiniteteness or un­
certainty. The discussion of this branch of the 
case is so completely covered by the dis 
cussion of the same branch in the Jacks->n v. 
Phillips case, that it is omitted here. Authori­
ties are submitted, however; cases and dis­
cussion of cases where the gift was moro un­
certain than iu this case. 

At the November term of the New Jersey 
court, of errors and appeals, the highest 
court of the state, the decision of Vice-Chan­
cellor Bird was unanimously reversed, Chief 
Justice Beasley writing the opinion. Follow­
ing is the syllabus prepared by the chief jus­
tice himself: 

A bequest or devise to educate the public 
in any branch of science by the dissemina­
tion of the works of a given author, is a good 
charitable use, provided such works contain 
nothing hostile to morals, religion or law. 
Held, that such a testamentary disposition, 
for the purpose of circulating the works of 
Henry George, on the laud question, etc., 
was a valid charitable use. 

After quoting the contested clause of the 
will, Chief Justice Beasley said: 

This is an executor's bill, seeking a judicial 
exposition of the last will which he is called 
upon to execute. 

The. instrument in question was executed 
by oue George Ilutchi»s, whose domicile at 
the time of his death was in this state; it is 
dated 2Sth day of February, 1SS7, aud it con­
tains a residuary clause that is set forth at 
large in the. statement of facts prefacing this 
opinion, In that clause the testator has set 
apart property to be devoted to the propa-
gati' n of certain designated works, as will 
hereafter appear, aud the question pro­
pounded to this court is, whether such testa­
mentary disposition is to bo established as a 
charitable use.' 

I t is familiar learning that from the enu­
meration of certain subjects in the statute of 
Elizabeth, and from the judicial expositions 
of that act there have been evolved certain 
defined classes of testamentary gifts that aro 
now universally admitted to be, in the esti­
mation of the law, charitable uses. With 
regard to such classes debate aud doubt 
have ceased, and consequently all examina­
tion of the grounds upon which such classifi­
cation has been justified would, at the {ires-
eat time, bo profitless, and nothing better 
than empty pedautry. For it is obvious that 
the instance now before this court belougs, 
so far us the testamentary intent is con­
cerned, to one of such established classes. 
TbtJ testator's direction is that the property 
designated by him -shall "constitute a bacred 

gratuitous, wise, efficient and economically 
conducted distribution all over the laud of 
said George's publications on the nll-'inport-
ant laud question, and c< gnate subjects, in­
cluding his 'Progress and Pi verty, ' his 
replies tocri t i rhins llnreon, his 'Problems of 
the T'tne«,' and any other of his books and 
pamphlets which he may think it wise and 
proper to gratuitously distribute in this 
country." 

It is now urged that the doctrines taught 
in the works thus designated are of such a 
character that the court will not permit 
their dissemination. 

The inquiry thus started shou'd be preceded 
by a consideration of the rule or test appli­
cable in such affairs.. 

It is plain that such rule has but little to do 
with the ordinary canons of criticism. For 
present purposes the scientific or literary 
value of these works are not <o enter into the 
account. If I should say that I have con 
eluded, which is the truth, that th'.se works 
of Mr. George have greatly elucidated aud 
enriched, in many ways, the subjects of which 
they treat, and that they are very valuable 
contributions to the science of economies, it 
woti'd n>>t be shown that a step had been 
taken in the path of present duty. It is not 
to be doubted that the public circulation by 
virtue of a charitable use of the works of Sir 
Robert Filmer, which maintain the di­
vine right of kings, would be entitled to the 
judicial imprinutfur, equally with a treatise 
on government under the signature of John 
Locke. It matters not in the least to 
the judicial inquiry whether the instru­
mentalities appointed by the donor to 
fulfill his purpose, be good or bad, 
fit or unfit; whether they be the best possible 
or the worst, possible. In this particular the 
largest discretion resides, and properly re­
sides, in the creator of the trust. These 
public benefactions are properly regarded as 
matters of great interest t<> the community; 
as entitled to the most favorable reception 
by the courts, and to their amplest protec­
tion. It is not surprising, therefore, that it 
has heretofore been understood that, the en­
tire restriction imposed by the law on such 
donations is that comprised in a single sen­
tence: the writings to be circulated must not 
be, when considered with respect to their pur­
pose aud general tendency, hostile to re­
ligion, to law or to morals. The rule iu this 
definite form, in my opiuion, has been, by re­
peated adjudications, thoroughly estab­
lished; and the otiiy difficulty inherent in the 
subject is to properly select the writings to 
which it is applicable. 

Regarding then this priuciple of proscrip­
tion as settled the quest ion arises, has it been 
applied by the vice chancellor in the present 
instance? 

It has not been, and could not be reasona­
bly alleged that the writings now m ques­
tion are either sacrilegious or immoral; but 
the argument proceeds exclusively on the 
theory that the doctrines they teach are an­
tagonistic to the law. It was urged that this 
was the case bv reason of the hypothesis of 
this author respecting the title to laud. The 
view on that subject, expressed by Mr. 
George, is, that the earth belongs to man­
kind, and is a heritage that is inalienable, 
and that, consequently, one generation, or a 
series of generations, of men cannot, either 
by act or omission, debar a succeeding gen­
eration from claiming its own. The doctrine, 
therefore, inculcated is, that no private ab-
solutc ownership in land can rightfully ex­
ist, the consequence being that the public, 
as the real proprietor, has the right to re­
gain possession of all property of this na­
ture by the use of any legal method. 

The decree appea'ed from avoids the 
charitable use at tempted to be created, and 
the principle of decision is thus stated in the 
opinion pronounced. The vice-chancellor 
s iys : "Clearly, the author, in these passages, 
not only condemns existing law , but denoun­
ces the title t o ' a m i in private individuals as 
robbery, as a crime. Ii is this aspect of the 
case which 'eads me to the conclusion that 
the court ought to refuse its aid iu enforcing 
the proviMons of this will. Whatever might 
be the rights of the individual author, iu the 
discussions of such questions in the abstract, 
it certainly would not becomo the court to 
aid in the distribution of literature which de­
nounces as robbery—as a crime—au iuiineu.se 
proportion of the judicial determinations of 
the higher courts. This would not be charit-
ab'e. Society has constituted courts for the 
purpose of assisting in the administration of 
the law and in the preservation of the right" 
of citizens, and of the public welfare; but I 
cau conceive of nothing more antagonistic 
to such purpose than lor the courts to en­
courage, by their decrees, the dissemination 
of doctrines which may educate the people to 
the belief that the great body (if the laws 
which such courts administer concerning 
titles to land have no other principle for their 
basis than robbery." 

A single glance at the rule of judgment 
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here propounded will sufflc j to show that it 
is one of entire novelty. >*> does not appear 
to have been suggested, or even alluded to, 
in any former consideration of the subject. 
Stripped of unnecessary terms, in its ulti­
mate analysis, it promutges this far reachiug 
principle that a court of law will not, in view 
of the purposes for which it was instituted, 
lend its aid, by its decree, to the agitation 
of the question whether the laws which it is 
in the habit of executing have or have not 
any better foundation than wrong and in­
justice. In this analysis J. have of course 
disregarded the presence of the term "rob­
bery" in the foregoing quotation that gives 
the ratio decidendi in the court below, be­
cause I am well aware that the learned vice-
chancellor did not put his judgment, either 
in whole or in part, upon a mere epithet, or 
turn of phrase. I have also put, in a general 
form,-the judicial proposition, because it 
would be manifestly absurd to declare that 
the courts will not assist in providing for a 
discussion of the existing title to land, but 
that such refusal does not extend to the dis­
cussion, in a similar way, of the titl*1 to per-
oualty and personal rights. It seems in­
evitable that the proposed principle of judg­
ment must be applicable to the whole Held of 
established law, if it be applicable to any 
part of it. 

Aud beforo leaving this formula, that cm-
braces the ground of decision in the court be­
low, it is important to observe that its ex­
pressions convey the. idea that all that the 
court docs, or is required to do in these in­
stances, is to refuse to aid in the circulation 
of the writings that are impugned; but that 
in this respect they are misleading, for what 
the court does is to adjudge that it is not per­
missible for any person to make provision for 
such circulation. The decree in this case 
frustrated the will of this testator, declared 
his trust void and diverted the property in­
vested in it in other directions. It would 
seem, therefore, that the rule in question 
should have been, and if it is to be adopted, 
must be thus formulated, that a court of 
equity will not permit the fulfillment of a 
testamentary use that is designed to circulate 
works that call in questiou any of the funda­
mental rules aud establishments of the law. 

The vice-chancellor educes this principle, 
from a consideration of the functions and 
constitution of judicial tribunals, aud if I 
were to stand on thab ground and indulge in 
speculation it must be confessed that my con­
clusion would be the opposite of that which 
he has arrived at. I cannot perceive for 
what reason the testator's scheme was de­
signed to be educational with respect to an 
important brauch of legal and economic 
science, and in his opinion the circulation of 
the works of Mr. (Jeorge would contribute to 
the accomplishment of that purpose; there­
fore, viewing the subject from the standpoint 
suggested, I could not, in the line of judicial 
duty, have sanctioned a principle that, while 
it would repress the dissemination of the 
writings of Mr. George, would undoubtedly 
lend its aid to the circulation of the reply of 
the duke of Argyle, on the ground that the 
former are aggressive toward the legal 
establishment in question, while the mono­
graph of the latter tends on that subject to 
quietism and public acquiesence. In such a 
situation, if I had possessed the power, I 
should not only have sanctioned, but have 
favored the propagation of any or all of 
these works in the conviction that such dis­
cussions advance the cause, not of error, but 
the cause of truth. 

If, therefore, I were to accept the principle 
of judgment adopted oy the vice chancellor, 
I should have been obliged to dissent from 
his conclusion. 

But waiving such considerations, let us 
turn to the question how far the principle of 
decision under criticism will staud the touch 
of judicial authority. 

I t is incompatible with judicial position to 
aid, if invested with such power, in the circu­
lation of the works of a learned and ingeuicus 
man, putting under examination and discus­
sion any part of the legal system. I t would 
not seem to me that as a judge I was called 
upon to discard the use of means in the de­
velopment of the law, which in every other 
science are regarded as absolute esseutials. 
With respect to all intellectual creations em­
bracing, of course, laws and judicial institu­
tions, the most potent of all forces tending to 
improvement and evolution are those of ex­
amination aud discussion, and recognizing 
them as the motive agents of progress, I 
should very confidently have concluded that 
it was neither proper nor becoming in me as 
a judge to refuse to this testator the right to 
use them in this instance. 

According to the theory indicated, and in 
some degree expounded, in the beginning of 
this opiuiou, it is attempted to be shown that, 
ou such occasious as the present, the index 
ao 2)urgatoriu.H to be applied by the court, is 
formed on the principle that only such works 
are to be proscribed as manifestly tend to 
violations of law or t>> the corruption of 
morals or religion. To this catalogue the 
court below, as has appeared, added a class 
comprising such writiugs as a court, from its 
inherent nature, could not properly or be­
comingly aid iu ciroulatiug. 

It is evident that this extension of the rule 
will not harmonize with any of the adjudged 
oases, A reference to two of such authori­
ties will bo a suifioient illustration. Both of 
those deojsipDi are oiled in the britli of 

counsel, aud are referred to in the opiuion 
of the vice-chancellor without hostile com­
ment. Tho first to which attention will be 
called is that of Thornton vs. Howe, M, 
fleav. M. It was a case embracing a charit­
able use, and the words of the bequest were, 
"to propagate the writings of Joanna RoiiUi-
cotc." The argument took place before Sir 
John Romilly, who, upon looking into the 
works in question, found that their authoress 
was under the delusion that she was with 
child by the Holy Ghost; that she had con­
versations with the devil, and intercommun-
ings with the spiritual world. In view of 
these things the master of the rolls said: "I 
have found much that, in my opiuion, is very 
foolish, but nothing that is likely to make 
persons who read them either immoral or 
irreligious. I caunot therefore say that this 
devise of the testatrix is invalid by reason 
of the tendency of the writings of Joanna 
Soutbcote." And afterward his further 
declaration is: "But if the tendency were 
not immoral, and although this court might 
consider the opinions sought to be propa­
gated foolish or even devoid of foundation, 
it would not ou ths?t account declare it void, 
or take it out of the class of legacies which 
are iucluded in the general terms, charitable 
bequests." 

It needs no comment to show that this de­
cision is irrecoucilable with the rule upon 
which the present case has been decided. 
The master of the rolls, concluding that the 
tendency of the works was not immoral or 
irreligious, assented to their circulation, al­
though he was .satisfied that the doctriues 
taught by them were foolish and without 
foundation. 

The second authority to which I shall re­
fer is that of Johnson v. Phillips, reported in 
14th Allen, 53'.). This controversy also re­
lated to a charitable use, the bequest being 
of a fund, to trustees, to be expended at 
their discretion "iu such sums, at such times 
and such places as they may deem best, for 
the preparation and circulation of books, 
newspapers, the delivery of speeches, lect­
ures and euch other means as in their judg­
ment will create a public sentiment that will 
put an end to negro slavery iu this country." 
The decision of the court, in its own lan­
guage, was: "The bequest itself manifests 
its immediate purpose to be to educate the 
whole people upon the siu of a mau's holding 
his fellow man in bondage; and its ultimate 
object to put an end to negro slavery in the 
United States; iu either aspect a lawful 
charity." 

It is conspicuous that this decision is dia­
metrically opposed to the rule under criti­
cism. In the present case the decision was 
that the court would not help in the cir­
culation of books that strove to show that 
private ownership in lands, the validity of 
which had been repeatedly recognized by the 
courts, had no better foundation than rob-
cery; in the reported case the court helped 
the dissemination of writings whose object 
was to prove that the ownership of human 
beings, which was a species of property 
established by the federal const tution itself, 
and sustained as such by repeated judg­
ments both in the national and state courts, 
had no better foundation than sin 

The legal rule imposing limits on charitable 
uses is one of great importance; and in­
fluenced by that consideration I have ex­
amined, with care, the principle upon which 
the present case has been decided, and my 
conclusion is that such principle does not 
consort with the authorities, and if it were 
adopted by this court would be productive of 
serious mischief. If sanctioned, the subject, 
with respect to the rights of donors in this 
Held, would be involved in clouds and dark­
ness, for instead of a rule we would have a 
speculation. Bv force of the prevalence of 
such a change it may well be doubted whether 
it would not be altogether impracticable to 
disseminate, by means of a charitable use, 
the works of any of the leading political 
economists, either of tbe present or past age, 
for it is believed that none can be found that 
do not in material particulars make war, 
more or less aggressive, upon some parts of 
every legal system as it now subsists. Cer­
tain it is tha t neither the "Political Econ­
omy" of Mr. Mill nor the "Social Statics" of 
Mr. Herbert Spencer could be so circulated, 
for each of these very distinguished writers 
denies tbe lawfulness of private ownership in 
land. A principle bearing such fruits could 
not properly be introduced into our legal 
system except upon the compulsion of ir­
resistible authority. 

It is obvious that by the application of tbe 
ordinary test, and which it has been 'hus in­
sisted is aud always has been tbe legal test, 
tbe works now in question do not come under 
the proscription of tbe law. It has been here­
tofore stated that they do not teud to tbe 
corruption of morals or religion, and it is 
equally evident that they are not opposed to 
any legal rule or ordinance. What these 
writings are calculated and were intended 
to effect is, to cause tbe repeal, in a legiti­
mate mode, of tbe laws at present regulating 
tbe title to land and tbe substitution of a dif­
ferent system. It would seem to be qurteout 
of tbe questiou for this court to declare that 
such an endeavor is opposed to the law, for 
it is simply a proposition to alter tbe law ac­
cording to tbe law. 

Tb« charitable use created in this will must 
be sustained and the deoree appealed from 
to that end mutt be reversed. 

QUEER TRADERS AND MECHANICS. 

How Rich Employer* I luvf Pcryoi ied a 
Truwt liiHtitutetl by the Mechlin I en and 
Trailer* of a Century Alio. 
Some weeks ago a lady, who takes a 

lively interest in numerous charitable enter­
prises, and who is also au earnest advocate 
of the single tax, subscribed for THK STAND­
ARD for three months, to be sent to the 
Apprentice's library at IS East Sixteenth 
street, sending with it to the librarian a re­
ceipted bill for the subscription. Shortly 
afterward she received the following note: 

GENERAL SOCIETV OF MECHANICS'I 
AND TRADESMEN OK THK CITY OK | 

N E W YORK, APPRENTICE'S LIBRARY, J-
IS EAST SIXTEENTH STREET, j 

N E W YORK, NOV. 22, 1889. J 

Dear Madam: The reading committee has 
decided not to avail itself of your kind offer 
to supply T H E STANDARD for three months, 
and the bill for the same is herewith in­
closed, with thanks for your kindness. 

Respectfully, J. SCHWARTZ, 
Librarian. 

The lady makiug the gift was naturally not 
a little surprised at this curt and unexpected 
refusal, aud she mentioned tho fact a t this 
office. 

A representative of THK STANDARD there­
upon undertook to ascertain the eause of the 
refusal, but all attempts at the library to find 
out who composed the reading committee, 
referred to in the note of the librarian, were 
vain. An effort was next made to find the 
s rcretary, an officer whose office hours seem 
to be contiued to a portion of one evening for 
each week. From this official, wheu found, 
no information could be had beyond the state­
ment that the reading committee consists of 
two members of the library committee. A 
letter was then sent to Mr. Joseph J. Little, 
ohairmau of the library committee, stating 
the facts iu the case, saying that such un­
gracious action was naturally painful to a 
lady who sought to do a kindness, aud asking 
specifically why the douation was refused. 
Mr. Little's reply was as follows: 

J. J. LITTLE & Co. *] 
PRINTERS AND BOOKBINDERS, ( 

10 TO 20 ASTOH PLACE. 
N E W YORK, Dec. (4, 1SS9. J 

Managing Editor of THE STANDARD, NO. 12 
Union Square, City.—Dear Sir: I beg to ac­
knowledge the receipt of yours of the r»th 
inst , and to say in reply that I fail to see 
anything "ungracious" in the action of the 
reading room committee of the Apprentices' 
library, or in the letter of the librarian com­
municating its action to the lady. 

It is the duty of this committee to decide 
what periodicals are to be kept on file in the 
reading room, subject of course to the ap­
proval of the library committee. You will 
readily understand the impossibility of keep­
ing on file all the periodicals that are pub­
l ished. The committee, therefore, make such 
selections as they believe to be most useful 
and acceptable to the members of the society 
and others who use the reading room. Very 
respectfully yours, JOSEPH J . LITTLE, 

Chairman of the Library Com. 
I t will be seen a t a glance that Mr. Little 

evades the question put to him. There was 
no proposition or demand that the paper 
should be filed, but :t was simply sent to the 
library by one who believed it would be use­
ful aud acceptable to any organization or 
body of working people. 

Failing to obtain any satisfactory informa­
tion from an official source, THE STANDARD 
began for itself to look curiously into the 
matter with a view to finding out what 
kind of a society of Mechanics' and trades­
men it might be that would refuse to receive 
as a gift a paper devoted to the discussion 
of plans for the amelioration of the condition 
of working people and tbe increase of tbe 
wages of the mechanic and the profits of the 
tradesman. 

The result of tbe examination discloses a 
curious story of the gradual but persistent 
perversion of a trust, while there is an 
amusing side in the disclosure of the 
fact that Abram S. Hewitt, Shepherd 
Knapp, Douglas Taylor, Joseph J. Little, 
Cornelius H. Delamater, Peter S. Hoe, George 
P. Rowell, Robert Butter, Richard A. Storrs, 
William H. Webb, Horace Metcalf and An­
drew Little are posing as mechanics and 
tradesmen. 

The history of the society is an interesting 
one. In November, 1785, when New York 
bad a population of 80,000 or less, a meeting 
of some twenty or more mechanics and 
tradesmen was held at the residence of Wal­
ter Heyer on Pine street, near Broadway, 
for the purpose of establishing for mutual 
aid aud encouragement, a society for the as. 
sistauce of members and their families in 
case of sickness or death. The people en­
gaged in this effort were mechanics and the 
smaller tradesmen of the time, who pro­
posed to institute a mutual co-operative as­
sociation for their own benefit, and who 
doubtless would have scorued the idea of 
organizing a sort of literary poor bouse. 
They started on a moderate membership 
representing thirty-one trades. The initi* 
atiou fee was sixteeu shillings and tbe dues 
one-eighth of a dollar per month. 

Tbe society was incorporated iu 1702 under 
tbe name of tbe General society of mechanics 
aud tradesmen of tbe city of New York, for, 
in the language of tbe charter, "tbe laudable 
purpose of protecting aud supporting such 
of our brethren as by sickness or accident 
may stand in uee i of assistance, and for tbe 
relief of the widows and orphans of tboca 
who may die, leaving Uttlt or no property 
for their lUDobftk* 

This char ter Hmrfced^beTrriioTin^orFeal and 
personal estate the corporation was author­
ized to hold to §50,000. I t limited the mem­
bership to mechanics and tradesmen within 
the city and county of New York, and pro­
vided that the initiation fee should not ex­
ceed ten dollars. 

This charter expired by limitation in the 
year 181'J and therefore ou the .'3d of April, 
1811, the general assembly of this state 
passed an act re-chartering the society under 
the old name, but giving it power to hold 
real es ta te worth $200,000. This charter con­
tinued the limitation of membership to "citi­
zens of the United States, being mechanics 
and tradesmen, resident within the city aud 
county of New York," and left the limitation 
of the initiation fee a t $10. It also con­
tained a clause forfeiting the society's prop­
erty to the state in ease its funds were spent 
for purposes other than set forth in the act 
of incorporation. In 1821 an act was passed 
authorizing the society to share in the com 
tnon school fund iu proportion to the whole 
nunibei of children taught free of expense 
in schools maintained by it. This chapter 
was, however, practically repealed by the 
new common school law passed in 1824. 

In 1S:>; the charter was again amended, 
and queerly enough oue of the new clauses 
allowed the corporation to fix the initiation 
fee, provided it be not less than $30, and re­
quired tha t one-third of the initiation fees 
should be used exclusively for promoting 
literary and scientific knowledge. At th«e 
same time the limitation of the power of the 
corporation to the possession of $200,000 worth 
of property was re-enacted. 

In 1842 the charter was again amended, 
aud tbe society authorized to create and 
hold a separate fund for the establishment 
and support of the Apprentice's library and 
readiug room, and to hold iu trust any dona­
tion or bequest for this especial purpose. 
This provision was subsequently repealed. 

Iu 185(5 the society was authorized to hold 
real aud personal estate not exceeding in 
value $500,000, and it was also provided that 
the initiation fee should not be more than $50. 

In 18(10 there seems to have been some 
question about the society's status, for an act 
was passed confirming its title to certain 
real estate. In 1872 t he charter was amended 
so as to allow the society to hold real estate 
aud personal property to the value of 
$1,500,000. In 1888 an act was passed ex­
tending and making perpetual the charter 
of the society, "so that the said corporation 
shall have perpetual succession with all the 
powers and privileges which it now has, ex­
cept so far as the same may be modified or 
changed by this act, together with such 
additional powers as may, by this act be 
granted to it." This new act to endow the 
corporation with immortality, repeated the 
clause concerning mechanics and tradesmen, 
so that it now reads, "Every candidate for 
membership being a citizen of the United 
States, and a mechanic or tradesmen, shall 
be proposed and vouched for by at least 
four members of the said societv, at a meet­
ing previous to bis election." Whether this 
is intended to allow citizens of the United 
States who are not mechanics and trades­
men to come in under conditions of scrutiny 
less rigid, cannot be told by an inspection of 
the charter. 

Tbe general object of the society as stated 
in the codification of statutes, by its counsel 
is "the cultivation of a feeling of fraternity 
and brotherhood among its members; the 
support of indigent members and of their 
widows and orphan children, if indigent; the 
maintaining of the library and reading room 
for the benefit of its members, mechanics and 
tradesmen, apprentices,and tbe working class 
generally; the support of a school where 
such instruction may be given to respectable 
males and females as will better enable them 
to earn a livelihood," and the dissemination 
of scientific and literary knowledge by tbe in­
strumentality of lectures or other intellectual 
mean?. The charter still provides that if 
money is spent for other purposes than these 
thus set forth, the corporation will cease, 
and its real and personal estate shall pass 
into the hands of the people of the state of 
New York. 

By the act of 1888 the admission fee for 
members was fixed at the sum of not less 
than |50 nor more than #200, and the con­
ditions of election were left to be fixed by 
tbe by-laws. I t will thus be seen that tbe 
society a t tbe time of its incorporation was 
only authorized to hold personal property 
aud real estate to the value of $50,000, and 
that from that time it was authorized 
to bold larger aad larger amounts of 
property, the limit rising from $300,000 in 
1811 to $1,500,000 at present. It will likewise 
be seen tha t as the society's growing wealth 
demanded the«e new authorizations, tbe 
price of admission to its benefits was steadily 
raised, until now a poor mechanic like Abram 
S. Hewitt must pay $100 initiation fee in order 
to enjoy a "feeling of fraternity and brother­
hood" with bis fellow mechanics and trades­
men, and share in the other benefits of tbe 
society. However it may bo with mechanics 
and tradesmen geuerally in this city, it is 
manifest tbat those among them wbo con* 
stitute tbe General society of mechanics and 
tradesmen have been prospering; this is not 
due to tbe fact that with the vast încrease in 
population their number has become so great 
tbat their initiation tees give tbe society Ja 
splendid revenue. This would be tbe case if ail 
tbemecnauios and tradesmen in New York 
wtrt now nwBbtrsQf U» oorporatioo, p*viug 
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it $10 a year, but the society has achieved its 
great.prosperity while the membership has . 
practically"- stood still. In 1792 the total 
number of members was 413; this year, nearly 
a century later, the number on the 1st of 
January was 550. How, then, did the society 
so prosper that it has constantly had to apply 
for legislative authority to increase the 
amount of its lawful holdings? 

The answer to this question is giveu by 
Mrs. Martha J. Lamb in her recent article in 
the Magazine of American History, where 
she says, "in reply to a recent iuquiry as to 
how this noble society acquired such a hand­
some revenue, the reply was 'because it 
never sold a piece of real estate tha t it once 
got possession of.'" The story of the so­
ciety's property transactions will abundantly 
verify this statement. 

In 1803 it purchased the lot on the north­
west corner of Broadway and Park place 
for $11,500 and'erected thereon a plain five-
story and basement brick building, which 
was called Mechauios' hall. Some of the 
rooms iu the building were at once leased 
for busiuess purposes, and the headquarters 
of the federal party of the day were estab­
lished there. This does not, of course, indi­
cate that the society was a federalist or­
ganization, but it apparently had sufficient 
sympathy with its teuauts to lead it to go 
into mourning for six weeks after the tragic 
death of Alexander Hamilton. In 1870 the 
lot was leased to the Security insurance com­
pany, which erected on it a handsome iron 
building. This was purchased by the Society' 
of mechanics and tradesmen iu 1833, and is 
now, according to Mrs. Lamb, "the source 
of a large par t of its income, the annual 
rental being nearly as much as the cost of 
the land and the erection of the first Me­
chanics' hall." That is to say, the present 
revenue from the building at Broadway and 
Park place, now occupied by the Star news­
paper and other busiuess concerns, is some 
$25,000 a year. 

In 1820, the society leased lots Nos. 10, 12 
and 14 Chambers street from t^e city for sixty-
one years and erected a building on them, 
which was used for a school at first, but sub­
sequently rented for busiuess purposes. This 
lease expired in 1801 and the property re­
verted to the city. Iu the meantime a lot of 
ground 100 by 100 feet a t No. 30 to 30 Crosby 
street was purchased for $20,000. The build­
ing was enlarged and in 1845 the lot a t No. 
472 Broadway, which runs back and joins the 
Crosby street property, together with the 
building on it, was purchased. 

In 1878 the spacious old mansion at 18 East 
Sixteenth street, occupying a lot 37>£ by 1X1 
feet, was purchased by the society for $55,500. 
Alterations wero made at a cost of $30/500, 
so that the building now covers the entire 
lot and is known as Mechanic's hall. All of 
the society's movable property and its offices 
were transferred to the building on Sixteenth 
street, and the Crosby property and the lot 
and building a t No. 472 Broadway are now 
rented out, briuginer in a revenue of $5,000 a 
a year. In 1820 the society acquired some 
shares on the Mechanic's bauk, when founded, 
and from this source it received la<*t year 
an income of $1,022. 

It will thus be seen that the society owns 
two pieces of real estate which it rents out, 
one a t Park place and Broadway, and the 
other running from Broadway to Crosby 
s t ree t 

The total income of the society last year 
was as follows: 

FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1888. 
Balance on hun1 January 1,188? $4,600 28 

Receipts, 
From rents cf real ostnte 833,875 (K> 
From romntroller city of New 

York 
From Initia'ion rees 
From standing committees 
From Interest cm investments 
From t.ix returned l>v Mecba' ies' 

n»» l r nal bank 
Frcm Interest on lunktinf? and 

sinking fund deposits and in­
vestment* 

From in te r ' s t fro-n ottier sourees 
From wate r rents collected from 

tenant 
Frrm Mrs. f ibley. donatio-' 
From sundry sources 

53 981 TO 

Total f58.581 93 
" Disbursements, 

For llnanee commit t re (4 877 72 
For pension committee 4,700 5« 
For school committee t,4S3 tW 
For library committee 13,130 31 
For literary and scientific com­

mittee* 1,514 H5 
For anditinecommittee 10 3S 
For Domllt committee 3̂ 5 25 
For building and sinking fund, in­

cluding all interest «,870 (17 
For taxes ami water rents 5,405 93 
For salaries of officers 1.789 00 
For library fund, to Julv 1,1E88.... 1,171 W 
For tfoiK'i'ul society 1,144 ft) 

Periodicals and-neWspapers 
Sundries 

874 04 
330 03 

3,550 00 
2,60? 00 
2,-02 (0 

1.H9 18 

1,070 67 
416 St. 

414 4!) 
25 '00 
iS 70 

fash balance H13.115 01 

The expenditures noted iu the table of dis­
bursements asido from investments and taxes 
wiTO for light, hesit, furniture, repairs, legal 
expenses, printing etc., $4,877.72. For pen­
sions to ten members, forty-nine widows and 
live childrcu, $ 1.709 50. For schools $4,474, of 
which $3,570 was paid in teachers' salaries. 
For the library, received $2,252.05; for (lues, 
lost books and the sale of catalogues, and 
its expenditures were as follows: 
Salaries of librarian and assist aut» 
Books 
Binder's salary and supplies , , , 
Printing and stationery . . . . 
Printing "Boding lists" 

45,130 34 

Total $13,130 33 
The total number of boys and apprentices 

using the books were 5,113, girls 3,010, adults 
of both sexes 3,473, members and their fami­
lies 303, R. Hoe's employes 34, making a total 
of 11,831, showing a falling off of 1,334 from 
1887. In ' the readiug room the average daily 
attendance was a fraction over 132. As wUl 
be seen, the total expenditures of the library 
committee were $13 J 30.33, of which but 
$4,438.88 was spent for books, so that the 
whole cost of salaries and other expenses 
aud over $1,000 of the money spent for books, 
is paid for by the tax payers of the city of 
New York. 'As about the only public purpose 
among the declared objects of the society is 
" the maintainance of a librarv and reading 
room for the benefit of the members, me­
chanics' apprentices, and the working class 
geueral 'y," and as the expenditures for this 
purpose are met by public taxation, the ques­
tion arises as to what public purpose is really 
served by the regular revenue of the society, 
which, after deducting taxes and water reuts, 
amouut to $-18,488.77." Nearly 17,000 of this 
appears to have been invested to produce a 
future iucome while the people of to day are 
being taxed for doing the educational work 
the society professes to do. 

The other object of the society seems to 
have been carried out. As the figures show, 
pensions are still paid and schools are kept 
up for teaching modeling, type writing, etc., 
to about, 350 pupils. 

Iu 1830 the Mechauics' school, founded by 
the society for the gratuitous education of 
the children of deceased mechauics aud 
tradesmen, was started on the Chambers 
street lot, aud subsequently moved to the 
Crosby street property. The free instruction 
of the high grade to pupils was soon sought 
by others than mechanics' children, and the 
school took paid pupils for a time, but in 1808 
the society concluded that the common 
schools were good enough aud the Mechanics' 
school was discontiued. In the same year 
that the school was started the apprentice's 
library was established, and by the time that 
the school and library were moved to the 
Crosby street property the society possessed 
some 10,01)0 volumes. The library has con­
tinued to grow; its books can be taken home 
aud are supposably intended for the use of 
apprentices under twenty-one years of age. 
Each borrower must bring a guarantee from 
his employer or some responsible person. 
Members of the society and their minor chil­
dren have the use of the books. As a matter 
of fact, if others than apprentices can obtain 
the necessary guarantee they are permitted 
to use the library, which now contains about 
7S.000 volumes and is valued at $00,000. I t 
occupies a good part of Mechanic hall a t 
Sixteenth street, and 233,083 books were 
taken out last year. Mrs. Lamb, in her art ice 
already referred to, says of the library: 

Consummate discretion seems to have been 
exercised iu the purchase of books by the 
successive committees in charge, for nothing 
appears on the shelves objectionable in 
character. Here is reading matter suited to 
all ages and tastes—voyages and travels, 
books of fiction, wit and humor, rich stories 
of history and biography, metaphysics, en 
giueering, mechanical arts, political and 
social science, law, theology, medical works, 
fine arts, poetry, belles lettres, etc. 

The public reading room already described 
was started in 1850. 

In 1S45 a lecture course was instituted for 
the beueflt of the members. The expenditure 
for the course last year amounted to $1,514.85. 
Of this amount $300 was paid for rent of 
Stcmway hall, and fees to lecturers were paid 
as follows: Professor J. W. Churchill and 
Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage $150 each, and Rev. 
John R. Paxtou, A, P. Burbank, H. H. Rag an 
and Lelaud T. Powers $100 each, while Miss 
H. L. Chittenden, S. G. W. Benjamin, Charles 
F. Wingate, Charles E. Emory, Thomas D. 
Stetson and Dr. Titus Munson Coau received 
$35 each. These lectures are not free to the 
public. 

There are two salaried officers—the secre­
tary and the treasurer—whose salaries are 
limited by the charter to $750 and $1,500 per 
annum respectively. As was found by THK 
STANDARD representative, these salaried 
ollicers make no pretense of coming regularly 
to the ball during the day. They each have 
one "office" eveuiug in the week. The total 
amouut paid to these officers aud the door­
keeper last year was $1,780. The salaries 
paid for the routine work, outside of the lec­
tures, that year were as follows: 
Librarian and assistants $5,080 
School teachers, etc 3,570 
Janitor and supplies 018 
Binder and supplies 1,185 
Ollicers' salaries (as above) . . . . 1,780 

keep the membership down, if three new men 
were elected to offieerships every year, in­
stead of the old officers going up by thi« 
promotion system, there would be a fair 
chance for one in every three members of the 
society becoming an officer. But the existing 
system is more conservative. 

The salaried ollicers, secretary and treas­
urer, retain their positions sometimes for as 
long as seventeen years. The president ap­
points all tho standing committees—finance, 
pension, school, library, lecture, auditing and 
building aud sinking fund. He also makes an 
inaugural address which is printed in the an­
nual report of the society. The vice-presi­
dent who was promoted to the prtsidency at 
the first of this year is Robert Rutter, and a 
lew extracts from hi* address will perhaps 
be interesting. He said: 

In view of the encroachment of business 
aud consequent increase of values in the vi­
cinity of the present Mechanics' hall, an im­
portant question in the near future will be: 
How can we purchase laud aud erect a build­
ing that, would be an honor and a home to 
the society? To tnauy who have had a long 
connection with the society, the thought has 
occurred that, had the tide in its existence 
been takeu at the Hood, it would have led to 
fortune. Alas! if our faculties to see into 
the future were equal to our experience of 
the past, how different would be our actions! 
"Of all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these: It might have been." 

While favorable opportunities of growth in 
wealth mtiv have been lost, yet to the ster­
ling integrity aud unswerving conservatism 
of the society are due the valuable assets we 
possess and the ability' to carry out the ob­
ject of its fouuders, while to be the owner of 
a magnificent building of proper size and 
architectural beauty in a prominent location, 
containing all the apartments and appliances 
adapted to the ueeds of the society, cer­
tainly shculd be the pride of every member. 

He speaks with gratification of the assets 
of "nearly three-quarters of a million of 
dollars," and hopes that the reserve fund, 
and the building and sinking fund will ne con­
stantly increased. 

Mr. Rutter goes on to say: 
The good work of the society is limited 

only by the means at its command; the field 
is large, the harvest is ripe for much enlarged 
work iu the direction of training our young 
men in the mechanic ar t trades, so that 
the American bum and educated class 
may maintain the balance of power, and 

15,030 37 
4,453 88 
1,185 77 

mm 

Total . . $13,151 
Deducting $000 for supplies, we get a total 

of salaries amounting to $13,500 for the year; 
the total income of the society, less taxes, 
being about $18,000. 

The president, vice-president and second 
vice president change every year, no man 
occupying the same ufliee twice, but 
the changes are uot made indiscrim­
inately. The man who becomes second 
vice-president, becomes next year vice-presi­
dent, and next year president, Thus two 
officers are re-elected to higher positions 
each year, and ouo new man is honored, It 
can be seen that with a small membership, 
and a oottiUntly inoreajing iuiUatioo let to BMA wbo founded it, 

bring about a spirit of friendly co-operation 
between employer aud employe, and aid in 
allaying tho bitter jealousies which too often 
exist among the working classes. 

It is a sad commentary on the so-called 
liberty of American citizenship that a sober, 
iudustrious, skilled mechanic should be forced 
to walk the streets of New York, boycotted 
by his own craft for maintaining his personal 
independence. 

He alludes to the recent change made in 
the by-laws increasing the initiation fee to 
$100. He heartily approves it, although he 
says it cannot be doubted that a smaller 
number of applications for membership will 
result. 

This completes the general view of the 
history and work of this prosperous little 
corporation. Its assets and its initiation 
fees have increased a good deal faster than 
its membership—in fact, the lat ter has re­
mained almost stationary, aud its good old 
conservative policy of holding fast to every 
piece of real estate it ever acquired has 
hardly given any reasonable ground for the 
mournful thought that the tide of success 
had not been taken at the flood. 

The society really does considerable good. 
Many of its members appear to be the de­
scendants of some of its founders, and their 
inheritance has given them a proprietary 
right iu an excellent library and the privilege 
of listening to a course of lectures that it is 
to be presumed meet their demands in the 
way of literature and scieuce. The schools 
furnish free instruction to a limited number 
of young people of both sexes, aud the cor­
poration kindly consents to administer a fund 
of $10,000 raised by public taxation, adding 
thereto $3,130 22 from its funds, for the pur­
pose of maintaining a library accessible to 
certain specified persons, and a reading room 
accessible to everybody and frequented by 
about 133 persons daily These a re to be 
shielded from the contaminating influence of 
modern economic thought through the exclu­
sion of TUB STANDARD, thanks to the thought­
ful conservatism ol two mechanics or trades­
men on tho following list of those consti­
tuting the society's library committee. Jo­
seph J. Little, chairman; William H. Burras, 
secretary; Charies Andruss, Warren A. Con-
over, William K. O'Brien, James D. Bu­
chanan, William J. Van Arsdale, Ebeu Peek, 
Henry W. Red field, Kcnry Bessey, Robert 
Christie, Andrew Little. 

No one who reads this sketch of the so­
ciety's history oau fail, however, to see that 
it has been perveted from its original pur­
pose and that its character has completely 
changed. It is no longer a society of me 
chanicsand tradesmen, ct-operat ing for their 
mutual benefit aud animated by a sentiment 
of fellowcraft to do something for their fel­
low workmen, and especially for appren­
tices to their respective trades, but it has be­
come a rich corporation, largely managed by 
wealthy men, It prides itself on its grow­
ing wealth, which it hordes aud invests, while 
it begs from the public treasury more money 
than it actually expends in carrying out any 
of the public purposes for which it was in­
stituted by the real mechauics.aod trades-

Its president's address shows cloarly that 
it is strongly prejudiced against the prac­
tices and customs of the organized mechanics 
of to-day, and that it has been seized by the 
employing class as a convenient agency for 
at least checking the tendency of the cm-
ployed to combine for the betterment of 
their condition. 

In short "the general society of mechanics 
and tradesmen of the city of New York" is 
not a society of mechanics and tradesmen at 
all, but a rich corporation which doles out to 
a few, by way of charity, tha t which the 
mechanics and tradestneu of a century ago 
had the opportunity to acquire for them­
selves. This change has come about grad­
ually, but the constant increase of the initia­
tion fee shows that it has been intentionally 
promoted by sharp men who saw how 
valuable the property held by the society 
was certain to become and who were de­
sirous that the number of those controlling 
that property should not increase iu pro­
portion to the advance in value. This per­
version of a trust has probably been ac­
complished without any violation of law, 
but, the facts here set forth demonstrate con­
clusively that, the general public derives no 
such benefit from the. society that the city 
authorities are w a r r a u u d in handing over to 
it $10,000 of the money raised by public tax­
ation, aud that even if the public service 
rendered were much greater, the society 
would not be entitled to use public ftiuds in 
paying the salaries of its own servauts while, 
setting aside a large portion of its currcut. 
revenue to increase its investment in real 
estate. 

EARLY BRITAIN. 
"The Story of Early Britain" IK the latest 

volume of the G. V. Putnam's Sous' "Story of 
the Nations" series. Alfred J. Church, M. A,, 
who has written several semi-historical books 
on classical subjects, is the author of this 
volume on Britain. The period covered is 
from the Roman conquest of the island by 
Julius Cjp.sar, iu the first century, down to 
the Norman conquest, in all about 1,000 
years. It is mainly chronological, giving the 
battles and the lives of mouarchs, with oc­
casional brief references to literature aud 
social conditions. Copious and exceptionally 
fine illustrations, however, give much in­
formation on matters not treated fully by 
the author. 

Iu a short chapter devoted to "the English 
people," the various inhabitants of Britain a t 
the period previous to the Norman conquest 
—say betweeu the years 000 and 900—are 
classified. They were divided into eorls, 
chief men of the villages, a sort of aristoc­
racy; ceorls or churls, who formed the mass 
of the community; laets, slaves and thanes. 
Of the churls, the most numerous class, the 
the author says: "Tbey were free; they 
owned land; they had the right to bear 

The laet was uot a freeholder; he tilled the 
land of others. He could not leave either 
his land or bis lord without permission, and 
he was bound to render due service to his 
lord iu tillage or in fight. "So long, how­
ever, as these services were done the land 
was his own. His lord could not take it from 
htm; aud he was bound to give him aid and 
protection in exchange for his services." 

The slaves were sometimes war captives, 
sometimes criminals. The thanes were a sort 
of non-hereditary nobility—the immediate 
followers of the king. 

It is to be regretted that the author did not 
add more of the general information which 
recent historians have sought to embody in 
their works. 

MIKIIM u l t h o T i m e * . 

The Troy Times commenting on the decision 
of the New Jersey court of appeals in the 
case of the Hutchins bequest says: 

The legacy will give "Progress and Pover­
ty" a new boom, and operate to still further 
popularize the George theory, as the adver­
tisement itself involved in the novel will con­
test, resulting in the unique condemnation of 
one judge aud the equally unique condemna­
tion of another, has been helpful to Mr. 
George's works, as it has served to kec; fchem 
more conspicuously in the public eye. 

Whatever may be said of the George the­
ory, whether it is held to be praiseworthy or 
pernicious, desirable or destructive, it has 
won a formidable foothold. It has furnished 
a definite creed for the enemies of monopoly, 
and for those who are restive under the ag­
gressions of the moneyed classes, but lacked 
the genius to formulate a new doctrine 
around which to rally. Mr. George may bo 
said to have given political iconoclasm a 
sheltering place, aud erected a s tandard to 
which economical revolutionists can flock. 
The monster meetings held throughout Eng­
land during Mr. George's recent visit to that 
country, aud the notable addilious to his fol­
lowers there, are significant. 

Tho progress of the single tax idea iu this 
country was shown at the recent national 
convention of the Knights of Labor a t Atlan­
ta. It looked as though the knignts content* 
plated going over to Mr. George iu a body. 
The George laud tax theory was favorably 
considered. General Master Workman Pow-
derly told the delegates iu his address that 
the tariff was "a wrong to labor," and 
"rests with crushing weight upon the poor." 
Ouly a year ago Mr. powderly was earnestly 
in favor of the present tariff, aud his chauge 
of attitude must be significant of the tenden­
cy of organized labor iu respect to thin great 
question. The iaud tax theory logically in­
volves free t rade us well, and followers of 
Henry George almost necessarily find them­
selves arrayed in opposition to the tariff, 

These things are merely noted »K among 
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BALLOT REFORM. 

VIRGINIA HAS A CHANCE. 

A Kill I'rovldlnir for H<>iii»ililnic Like the 
Australian Hywti'iii. 

Th most important election bill ever in­
troduced in the Virginia legislative session 
has een presented »n the house by Mr. 
Flood, the democratic member for Appomat­
tox. The bill embraces m-»st of the impor­
tant features of the Australian system. Its 
provisions are made to apply to federal, 
state and local elections. Ballots are to be 
printed and furnished the election officers by 
the state. On the first Tuesday in March, 
1890, and on the same day in each succeeding 
year tbe registration books are to be kept 
open three days. For those who cannot 
read the English language separate books 
are to be provided, and also for the qualified 
white and colored voters. When an illiterate 
voter presents himself at the voting booth 
provided for in the bill, if his name appears 
on either of the books, he is permitted to 
vote. Each of the two political parties is 
allowed an inspector at each of the voting 
precincts. When an illiterate voter presents 
himself it is made the duty of these two 
officers in the hearing of the judges and 
clerks to read the ballot to him. They are 
not permitted to criticise nor to use any ef­
fort to influence the voter in choosing his 
ticket. Auother nrovisiou of the measure 
forbids soliciting votes withiu sixty feet of 
the voting place. The penalty for a viola­
tion of any of the provisions of this bill by 
the judges, clerks or inspectors is a fine of \ 
not less than one nor more than five thou­
sand dollars and imprisonment in jail. 

The bill is understood to have been drafted 
by one of the most promiuent democrats in 
the black belt. Mr. Flood, in introducing it, 
says that he does so by request, and he will 
both vote against and oppose the bill when 
it comes up It is not at all likely to pass. 

Governor Lee, it is understood, will in a 
few days send a message to the legislature 
embodying his views on the subject of a 
change in the present system of voting iu the 
state. I t is not believed that he will recom­
mend a system as radical as that provided 
in Mr. Flood's bill. 

MR. SAXTON TALKS AGAIN. 
Pleased With Mr. Cleveland and Unyield-

luv Toward (inveruor Mill. 
The Hon. Charles T. Saxton is vastly 

pleased with Mr. Cleveland's attitude on bal­
lot reform. "There," s°id the senator to u 
Tim»s reporter, "is an absolutely fearless 
man, a mau wh > is always ready, when the 
proper time comes, to express himself square­
ly on subjects of national importance. I may 
differ with him on some occasions, but I cer­
tainly always admire his bravery, and in 
this case I am particularly gratified with his 
position. This position he stated clearly aud 
decisively, aud his views are shared by all 
who are earnestly advocating ballot reform 
in this state." 

Mr. Saxton will not yield the principle of 
the exclusively official ballot. He says that 
his new ballot reform bill is practically like 
the old one except iu a few minor details. 
He evidently does not think that they wil! 
take up any very great amount of Governor 
Hill's time. Tbe latter will direct his atten­
tion solely to the clause providing for the 
"exclusive use of official ballots" a t elections, 
and, as he has said emphatically that he will 
never sign a bill containing such a clause, the 
authors of the bill are not especially hopeful 
of seeing it become a law for some time to 
come. 

Mr. Saxton told a correspondent of the 
New York Tribune that, he had adopted the 
blanket ballot in the new bill. The other 
changes in the bill are mainly directed 
toward conforming it to the Massachusetts 
law. The bill will not provide for a system 
of registration. 

Senator Saxton will also make another move 
looking toward the purification of eleetions.by 
introducing directly after the opening of the 
session what he uow calls his "Corrupt 
practices" act. This will be aimed at keeping 
down the expenditure of money at the polls, 
and among other thiugs it will provide for 
candidates making statements under oath of 
their expenditures iu the campaign. A bill 
having practically the same end in view was 
introduced last winter by Assemblyman 
Ernest Crosby, but failed of passage. Mr. 
Saxton looks for some little reform through 
ibis measure, provided the other is vetoed 
by Governor Hill. 

MR. CLEVELAND IS WITH US. 
He W»rmlv I'l-uUin Hi* MiiMftiirliuartt* 
U w , aud Hope* New York Will Follow. 
Ex-President Cleveland spoke on "Political 

selfishness aud its antidotes" at the banquet 
of the Boston merchants' association last 
week. Mr. Cleveland said apropos of tbe tariff 
and other forms of governmental subsidies: 

Equal rights and impartial justice are stip­
ulations of the compact we have entered into 
with each other us American citizens; and so 
nicely adjusted is this plan of our political 
association, that favoritism for the sole ad­
vantage of uuy section of our membership, in­
evitably results iu uu eucrouchmeut upon the 
benefits justly due to others, liut these 
thiugs sit so lightly upon the consciences of 
many that a spirit of selfishuess is abroad in 
tbe land, which b&i bred ti» habit of clam. 

orous importunity for government *iid in be­
half of special'interests—imperfectly dis­
guised under the cloak of solicitude for the 
public good. Can we see no contrast be­
tween the sturdy self-reliance of the Boston 
merchant in t h e d a y s that are past, and the 
attitude you are invited to assume as depend­
ents upon the favor of the government and 
beneficiaries under its taxing power? Is there 
not, a difference between tbe ideas that form­
erly prevailed concerning the just and whole­
some relations which should exist between 
the government and the business of the 
country, and the present tendency toward a 
government partnership in t rade/ Aud was 
there a hint in former days that especial 
advantages thus once secured, constituted 
a vested right which iu no evcut should in the 
least be disturbed' 

His utterance upon ballot reform was even 
more significant. After noting the growth 
of intimidation at the polls, he said: 

The. condition annexed to the founding of 
our government upon the suffrage of 1 he peo­
ple, was that the suffrage should be free and 
pure. We consented to abide by the honest 
preponderance of political opinion, but we 
did not cousent that a free vote, expressing 
the intelligent and thoughtful sentiment of 
the voter, should be balanced by a vote of 
intimidation and fear, or by an unclean, cor­
rupt vote disgracefully bought and treacher­
ously sold. 

Let us look with a degree of pity and char­
ity upon those who yield to fear aud intimi­
dation in the exercise ol their right of suf-
irage. Though they ought not thus to yield, 
we cannot forget that as against their free 
ballot, they see in the scale, their continued 
employment, the comforts of their homes 
and the maintenance of their famines. We 
n c d uot stifle our scorn aud contempt for the 
wretch who basely sells his vote, and who 
for a bribe betrays his trust of citizenship 
And yet the thought will intrude itself, that 
he but follows iu a low and vulgar fashion, 
the example of those who proceed upon the 
theory that political action may be turned to 
private gain. 

But whether we pity or whether we hate, 
our betrayal is none the less complete; nor 
will either pity or hate restore our birth­
right. But we know that when political s el-
fisbuess is destroyed, our dangers will dis­
appear; and though the way to its stronghold 
may be long and weary we will follow it— 
fighting as we go. There will be no surren­
der, nor will there be desertions from our 
ranks. Selfishness aud corruption have not 
yet achieved a lasting triumph and their 
bold defiance will but hasten the day of their 
destruction. 

As we struggle on and confidently invite a 
direct conflict with these entrenched foes of 
our political safety, we have not failed to see 
another hope which has manifested itself to 
all the honest people of the laud. It teaches 
them that though they may not immediately 
destroy at their source the evils which aflliet 
them, they mav check their malign influence 
and guard themselves against their baneful 
results. I t assures them that if political vir­
tue and rectitude can not at once be thor­
oughly restored to the republic, the activity 
of baser elements may be discouraged. It 
inspires them with vigilant watchfulness and 
a determination to prevent as far as possible 
their treacherous betrayal by those who are 
false to their obligations of citizenship. 

This hope, risen like the star in the east, has 
fixed the gaze of our patriotic fellow-couutry-
men; and everywhere—iu our busy mar ts of 
t rade and on our farms—in our cities and in 
our villages—iu the dwellings of tbe rich and 
in the homes of the poor—in our universities 
aud iu our workshops—in our banking bouses 
and iu the ranks of inexorable toil—they 
greet with enthusiastic acclaim the advent of 
ballot reform. 

There are no leaders in this cause. Those 
who seem to lead the movemeut are but 
swept to the front by the surging force of 
patriotic sentiment. It rises far above par­
tisanship, aud only the heedless, the sordid 
and the depraved refuse to join iu the cru­
sade. 

This reform is predicated upon tbe cool de­
liberation of political selfishness iu its en­
deavor to prostitute our suffrage to the pur 
poses of private gaiu. It is rightly supposed 
that corruption of the voter is entered upon 
with such business calculation that the cor-
ruptor will only pay a bribe wheu he has oc-
cuiar proof that the suffrage he has bargained 
for is cast in his interest. So too it is reason­
ably expected that if the employe or laborer 
is at the time of casting his ballot removed 
from the immediate control of his employer, 
the futility of fear a n i intimidation 'viil lead 
to their abandonment. 

The change demanded by this reform in the 
formalities surrouuding the exercise of the 
privilege of suffrage, has given rise to real 
or pretended solicitude for the rights of our 
voters; and the fear has been expressed that 
inability on the part of electors to couform 
to the requirements of the proposed change, 
might produce great inconveuience aud iu 
some cases result in disfranchisement. It IIHS 
even beeu suggested that the inauguration of 
the new plan might encroach upou constitu­
tional guarantees. 

It will not do to accuse of hostility to the 
reform all those who presouttbeseobjections; 
but it is not amiss to inspect their ranks for 
enemies in disguise. Though the emergency 
which is upon us is full of danger, and though 
we sadly need relief, all rights should be 
scrupulously preserved. But there should be 
no shullliug, and no frivolous objections 
should be tolerated. Wheu a dwelling is in 
11 tines we use uo set phrase of speech to 
warn its inmates, aud uo polite and courtly 
touch to effect their rescue. Experience bus 
often demonstrated how quickly obstacles 
which seemed plausible if uot couviucing 
when urged agaiust a measure of relorm, are 
dissipated by the test of trial, aud how read­
ily a new order of things adjusts itself to 
successful use. 

I remember t/ie inauguration of auother 
relorm; and 1 have seen it grow aud exteud, 
until it has become Urmly established in our 
laws aud practice, It is to-day our greatest 
safeguard against the complete and disgrace­
ful degradation of our public service. It had 
Hs eue»ie# and ail at them are no* yet 

silenced. Those openly aud secretly unfriend­
ly, said in the beginning that the scheme was 
impracticable and unnecessary; that it cre­
ated an office holding class; that it established 
burdensome and delusive tests for entry in 
the public service which should be open to all; 
that, it put. in the place of real merit and efli 
ciency, scholastic acquirements; that it limited 
the discretion of those charged with the se­
lection of public employes, and that it was 
unconstitutional. But its victory came— 
wrought by the force of enlightened public 
sentiment—and upou its trial every objec­
tion which had been urged agaiust it was 
completely discredited. 

As it has been with civil service reform, so 
will it be with ballot reform, except that the 
coming victory will be more speedily achieved 
and will be more complete. 

And us the grand old state of Massachu­
setts was foremost to adopt and demonstrate 
'he practicability and usefulness of civil ser­
vice reform, so has she beeu lirst to adopt a 
thorough schema of ballot reform and to 
prove in practice its value and the invalidity 
of the objections m»de against it. We thank 
Massachusetts tc-night for all that, she has 
done for these reforms; and we of New York 
hope that our empire state will soon be keep­
ing step with her sister states iu the euforc-
ment of au effective and honest measure of 
ballot reform. 

Mr. Cleveland's reception at the banquet 
and throughout his stay iu Boston was of the 
most enthusiastic character. Mr. Carnegie, 
Mr. Grady aud others who spoke were ac­
corded a flattering attention, but Mr. Cleve­
land was the liou of the occasion. The 
Young men's democratic club gave him a re-
ceptiou on the day after the bauquet, and 
later Mr. Cleveland visited the Bay state 
eiub, where Mr. Grady had been making a 
speech. Mr. Cleveland spoke briefly. A f u r 
some pleasant references to the popularity of 
Mrs. Clevelaud, he said: 

I waut to say one word to you, geutlemen, 
as democrats, about the qucstious of reform 
which are now agitating the public mind, and 
I don't propose to mike a speech. I beg of 
you as democrats not to let us be accused of 
lagging iu the rear on any of these topics. 
Tariff relorm, of course, is ours (cries of 
'Good!" and great applause), aud we don't 
propose to be robbed of it under any pre­
tence whatever. (Cries of "Good! ' and re­
newed "pplause.) All things good come to 
those who wait, aud we are willing to wait. 
(Great applause.) 

Let me tell you, gentlemen, that other re­
forms are as important. Let uie tell you that 
they should be kept abreast, and let ' me beg 
of you, so far as within you lies—I don't fx-
lieve the admouition is necessary here—that 
it be not laid to the democratic party that 
we are behind in any ol them. (Applause.) 
We are the party of the people (applause), 
aud they can't get that away from us. Let 
us, then, keep iu mind the benefits of the 
people, their advantages and their inter­
ests, aud wherever we see them let us follow 
those and we shall surely be right. (Ap­
plause.) 

BROOKLYN'S NEW ASSOCIATION. 
Full? Oruiinixt'd for Bal lot Ketoriu—£OIII« 

luiertMtiiiif liViteiM. 
The Kings county ballot reform associa­

tion was fully organized this week at an 
adjourned meeting held a t the rooms of the 
Brooklyn single tax club. Several additional 
letters were read from promiuent citizens of 
all parties indorsing the movement, aud 
offering to assist financially and otherwise. 
Dr. Lyman Abbott wrote: 

The matter appears to me to be of the ut­
most importance. The constitution declares 
unequivocally for the five cardinal principles 
of a secret ballot, and recommends that 
other laws be presented to the legislature to 
provide "for a general registration of quali­
fied voters," and " that candidates, or their 
agents, be compelled to make sworn state­
ments in detail of their election expenses." 

L. Rotwitt, secretary of Moutaua, wrote 
in answer to an inquiry as to the working of 
tbe law: 

The first trial in this stat« a t Ihe October 
election gave such excellent satisfaction that 
Moutaua will never repeal the Australian 
system. The law worked like a charm, and 
is considered by the upright and thinking 
people of this s tate as one of the principal 
pillars of our liberty. 

F. W. Hinricks, president of tbe Young 
men's democratic club, who had beeu selected 
for president of the new association, declined 
the place because all bis spare time will be 
occupied in similar work in connection with 
the club of which he is president. 

These officers were then elected: President, 
David A. Boody; treasurer, W. Cary Sanger; 
secretary, Edwiu A. Curley. 

Six prominent citizens were named vice-
presidents, and an executive committee of 
nine was appointed. Three hundred dollars 
was raised ou the spot to car ry on the work. 
Tbe executive committee will call tbe next 
meeting early in Jauuary. 

Boston's municipal election last week gave 
the new ballot law another test. The results 
ouly conlirm the favorable opiuious created 
at the state election. There was the same 
absence of confusion a t tbe polling places, 
tbe same facility afforded tbe voter to record 
his verdict without interference or molesta­
tion, and tbe same air of satisfaction restiug 
ou the faces of the election officers a t being 
able to perform their work in ease aud quiet. 
Minor poiuts in which the new law or its ob­
servance appeared to be defective a month 
ago seem to have been corrected. Especially 
was this the case with refereuce to the ad­
mission of voters behind the rail before they 
had given their names to the ballot clerks 
and received their ballot* la me»fc eaaei tbe 

Vol. VI, No. 25 

bar closing the entrance was k<jpt down until 
the required formalities had been gone 
through with. Iu a few of the precincts the 
ballot? boxes did not work properly, having 
been manipulated by those who did not un­
derstand them, and they had to be replaced 
by others fi'otn the citv hall. After the 
arrival of the boxes everything went on 
smoothly. 

The New York Herald's canvass on the 
subject of ballot reform has reached Kansas 
and Colorado. There is little interest in the 
subject iu Kansas and Governor Humphrey 
says that the Australian system is not needed 
a* Kansas is free from electoral corruption. 
Lieutenant-Governor Smith of Colorado 
would be pleased to see the reform adopted 
by every state in the Union. C. S. Thomas, 
member of the national committee for Colo­
rado is for the reform, as are ex Senator Hill, 
T. M. Patterson, John Arkius of the Rocky 
Mountain News, ex-Postmaster Speer of Den­
ver, and Colunel K. G. Cooper. Senator Wal-
cott is said to be of the same mind. 

J. A. Beal gave notice a t this week's meet­
ing of the Young men's democratic club of 
New York that a t the next meeting he would 
call up a resolution providing for the ap­
pointment of a committee, to confer with 
committees from other organizations in rela­
tion to ballot reform. "The club intends to 
do all iu its power to secure the passage of a 
ballot reform measure," says the Times. 

The Slate t rades assembly, recently in 
session a t Albany, adopted a resolution in 
favor of the secret < fficial ballot aud state 
registration. The assembly will urge before 
the coming legislature ouly three measures— 
the prison labor, the conspiracy and the state 
printing bills. The first forbids the sale of 
prison made articles, the second repeals the 
conspiracy clause m the penal code aud the 
third establishes a s ta te printing bureau. 

Out of twenty-four district secretaries 
temporarily choseu by the New York ballot 
reform league ouly two declined to serve, 
and their places were at once filled. The or­
ganization is now complete in every assem­
bly district, of the city. 

The American federation of labor declared 
at the recent convention in Boston for the 
Australian ballot, unci culled for agitatiou in 
its favor in all the states where it has uot 
been adopted. A resolution to provide a 
strike assessment in'aid of the eigh^. hour agi 
t a t im was adopted and union with the 
Knights of L'ibor was declined. 

Ohio's state grange, with a membership of 
12,000, has declared for the Australian ballot. 

The Union league of Philadelphia has 
adopted the main features of the Austra­
lian ballot for use in its elections. 

"Ballot Reform" was the subject of a recent 
lecture by Charles C. Binney before the 
Wharton school of finance, a department of 
the university of Pennsylvania in Philadel­
phia. He said that the Australian ballot was 
the best yet devised. 

Local assembly No 1,̂ 50, Knights of Labor 
at Qiincy, III., has passed resolutions pledg­
ing its members, irrespective of party ties, 
to insist that candidates for representatives 
from Aoams county shall oieu'ge themselves 
to use their votes and influence in behalf of 
the ballot law, embraeiug the five cardinal 
points of true ballot reform. 

The "Toledo society for economic inquiry" 
was organized on December 7 with seven­
teen members. Petitions were distributed to 
the members of the society praying the Ohio 
legislature to es'ablish the Australian system 
o' voting, to which the members are expected 
to ob'ain signatures. The next meetvig will 
take place on Saturday evening, December 
121, at the rooms of tl>e Young men's Christian 
association. 

On Tuesday, 17th inst., the citizens of Cin­
cinnati who desire to advance the cause of 
ballot ref< rm, gathered at, a supper to dis­
cuss the Australian method of voting. The 
gathering was oim that disregarded party 
lines, aud we notice that F. S. Walker, Dr. 
David DeBeck and other single tax men par­
ticipated iu the call for the nieetiug. 

Tbe most enthusiastic advocates of the Aus­
tralian ballot law could hardly have antici­
pated such an unqualified approval of that 
measure us was given to it the other day by 
the people of this state.— [Weekly Republic 
can, Rapid City, Dak. 

Kclio AMMWITM, " W i n ? " 
Philadelphia llec.rd. 

Mr. Audrew Carnegie says that steel rails 
can be produced iu this country us cheaply 
as iu England. Why, then, cannot iron 
beams, rafters, j - is ts , columns, and all other 
forms of structural iron be produced as 
cheaply iu this country us iu England? And 
why should Mr. Carnegie b<» protected by 
a bounty of $28 a ton on these manufactures? 

The Minnie Tu« v». ft|i»te not UIIMIM, 
Onion Printer, 

fcabor wants justice, not charity. 
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THE FREE TRADE FIGHT. 

WORK OF THE REFORM CLUB. 
Tt i*ocft On n« Act ive ly IIH if T h e r e Wan u 

Cuiiiuuiun in I'rogreMN. 

The annua l m e e t i j g and elect ion or the Re­
form club w a s held las t work a t t h e club 
house, 13 E a s t Th i r ty - th i rd s t ree t . Five 
t rus t ees were e lec ted to s e rve unti l 1893: 
Char les 8. Fairchi ld, ex -sec re ta ry of the 
t r e a s u r y ; Gustav H. Schwab, J a s o n Hinman, 
Wil l iam S. Opdyke and Louis Windmul ler . 
There w a s no opposition. 

S e c r e t a r y Henry DeFores t Ba ldwin r e a d 
his annual repor t . There a r e now more than 
1,200 members in the club, a n d oT these 312 
h a v e been a d d e d to the rol ls th is yea r . The 
association has ou tg rown i ts p r e sen t q u a r t e r s , 
and it con templa tes the p u r c h a s e of p r o p e r t y 
on which will be e r ec t ed a commodious build­
ing, to be occupied n e x t May. Sec re t a ry 
Baldwin did not say so, but it is a fac t t h a t 
t he building commi t tee con t empla t e s the ex­
pend i tu re of a t least. $300,000 on site a n d 
building. Of this, #.'00,000 will remain on 
m o r t g a g e , and the o the r .$100,000 will be 
ra ised by bonds taken by members of the 
club. A t las t r e p o r t be tween #50,000 and 
#75,000 wor th of bonds had been subscribed 
for. The new house will Improve upon the 
present, provisions for r e s t a u r a n t , cafe and 
the lik'*, will p rov ide I he best possible qua r ­
t e r s for the club's reference a n d economic 
l ibrary , now uumber iug 2,500 volumes, and 
will contain p e r m a n e n t a n d t r a u s i e n t lodg­
ings for members . 

S e c r e t a r y Baldwin r e p o r t e d t h a t the club 
h a " ra ised $15,000 for tariff reform work and 
will increase the sum to $120,000 before, the 
opening of the next iiscal yea r . Of this work 
t h e r e p o r t says : 

As to the several lines of our work in this 
c i ty , the pre l iminary s teps h a v e been lukcu 
t o w a r d organizing local tariff reform clubs 
wi th pe rmanen t h e a d q u a r t e r s in the several 
assembly dis t r ic ts . During the las t au tumn 
a series ol tariff re form mee t ings were held 
in different pa r t s of the city, especially in the 
more thickly popula ted southern and ea s t e rn 
localities. P iaus have also been a d o p t e d for 
t h e organiz ing of dril l c lasses for tariff re­
form speakers and wr i te r s . While de ta i l s 
a r e not ent i re ly a r r a n g e d , it may b•* gen­
e ra l ly r epo r t ed t h a t the work for the im­
m e d i a t e future will consist (a) of pu t t ing on 
a p e r m a n e n t basis tariff reform clubs in each 
assembly dis tr ic t , (b) m holding tariff reform 
meet ings not merely under the auspices of 
these but in the different, q u a r t e r s of the city 
where a favorable oppor tuui tv is offered, a n a 
(c) securing such a corps ol competen t speak­
e r s as to be able not merely to supply the 
clubs aud meet ings proposed, but to be r eady 
for work outside in the congressional cam­
paign now a t hand. 

in New York s t a t e a t l a rge the sub-com­
mit tee in cha rge has well p rog res sed with 
t h e polling of vo te r s through*, ut the s t a t e , 
exclusive of the ten o r t w e l v e l a rges t cities. 
The numerous deta i ls of this work, the wide­
spread co-operation necessary for its success­
ful operat ion, and the office "organization in­
dispensable to keeping it proper ly supervised 
have been so successfully sys temat ized t h a t 
work has been completed or is now progress­
ing in two th i rds of the count ies of the s t a t e . 
Some 300,000 voters , mainly in rura l distr icts , 
h a v e beeu a l ready polled, and full de ta i l s as 
to each a re a t our disposal, while the prelim­
inary correspondence and print ing lor the 
whole work have been completed. The 
amount of expendi tu re and labor requi red to 
finish the whole work is but small i*i propor­
tion compared wi th t h a t a l r e a d y expended 
on wha t has been ac tua l ly finished, aud it is 
proposed to push it th rough to prompt 
completion. As fas t a s a poll is 
completed for a county, the d a t a a re 
classified and utilized iu t-euding cut l i tera­
t u r e a u d in systematizing local agi ta t ion . 
The sub-committee on s l a t e work has a l r eady 
one competen t geu1 lemau organizing tariff re­
form clubs a n d a r r a n g i n g for meet ings iu 
four counties. Another will h a v e similar 
local agi ta t ion well under way in three more 
counties before the end of th is mouth; a n d 
by the 1st of J a n u a r y still ano the r will have 
commenced the work for ano the r group of 
counties. For the first t ime since the club 
has been c rganizv-d, and, so far as your com­
mi t t ee is a w a r e , for the iirst t ime in the 
his tory of tariff reform ag i ta t ion , a r e m a t t e r s 
in such shape t h a t the. ac tua l p r o p a g a n d a 
among vo te r s of this s t a t e can be econom­
ically, intel l igently and effectively ca r r i ed on. 

As to o ther s ta tes , t he sub-committee in 
cha rge dec la red t h a t it h a d conduc ted agi ta­
t ion in every s t a t e in the Union save Con­
necticut, Mary land aud New J e r s e y . During 
the last campaign there w a s furnished the 
Massachuset ts democra t i c commit tee l i tera­
tu re for " s a l t i n g " pro tec t ionis t meet ings. 
In Iowa much l i t e ra tu re w a s c i rcula ted 
among fa rmers , and in the Ohio campa ign 
o r a t o r s were supplied with ma te r i a l . 

The sub-committee on p ress iucludes two 
newspapermen and employs a th i rd a s edi tor . 
This commit tee is sending out to newspape r s 
in all p a r t s of the coun t ry near ly 3,000 
words of tariff reform m a t t e r per week, aud 
will eventua l ly send ou t uea r ly 5,000 words 
per week. This m a t t e r r e a c h e s uot only the 
small count ry weekl ies but m a n y influential 
da i ly papers . I t is e age r ly accep t ed by 
both classes. L a t e r it is t h e des ign of the 
commit tee to supply u for tn ight ly tariff re­
form le t te r of news va lue to t i t ty or seventy-
ftve of the best morning a n d af ternoon pa­
pers iu the count ry , 

Ex*Fresident C leve land wrote to Johu 
J)e Wit t W a r n e r , cha i rman of the tariff re­
form commit tee , inclosing a check, a n d say­
ing ' 

I have been much interested in an examina­
tion of the 'prwtiwi work done by your com-

mit tee , and I am thoroughly convinced t h a t 
the further prosecution of this work within 
the lines which h a v e been laid down is of 
the u tmost impor tance . The re is no doubt 
t h a t now is the time for efforts and ac t iv i ty 
in this direction. The coming winter months, 
when those you look to reach wi th economic 
t ru ths , are of infinitely mure va lue in your 
labor than double the t ime a t ano the r period 
when leisure and calm j u d g m e n t s a re want ­
ing. 

The bal lot reform work of t h e reform 
club was amply set forth in the las t issue of 
T H E STANDARD. 

Will iam Schaus, M. Kuoed le r & Co., Sam­
uel P . Ave ry , j r . ; L. Cr i s t Delmonico, Reich-
a r d & Co., and Blakeslee & Co., a r t dea lers , 
have addressed a petit ion to the secre tary of 
the t r easu ry , p ro tes t ing aga ins t the manner 
in which severa l companies whose business it 
is to exhibit p ic tures obtain objects of a r t 
du ty free. A t the end of twe lve months 
these associations, as the law is now con 
s t rued, can e i ther re -expor t t he pic tures or 
pay the du ty and re ta in them iu this country . 
The business a d v a n t a g e thus secured over 
the a r t dea l e r s who have to pay du ty on 
their p ic tures before they display them to 
their cus tomers is obvious. The associat ions 
can run their business wi th a ve ry much 
smaller expendi tu re of capi ta l , and a« thev 
a re able to send back to Europe any pictures 
they canno t sell, the risks of their business 
a r e cut down considerably . The answer of 
the a r t companies is, ' 'Repea l the du ty on 
pic tures ." 

The Fa rmers ' assembly of Virginia, recent ly 
in session a t Richmond, cal led for an adjust­
ment of the "p re sen t unjust, unequal and 
bearable tariff l aws ." They also call on con 
gress to make in the census of 1890 a r epor t 
on real e s t a t e m o r t g a g e s . 

The S t a t e f a rmers ' a l l iance of South Da 
kota s avs in its memoria l to congress : "The 
cost of all our farm machinery is enhanced 
by reason of high dut ies on iron a n d steel, 
while the pr ices of the p r o d u c t s of our whea t 
fields is lixed in a m a r k e t whe re it must com­
pete with the p roduc t s of the cheapes t labor 
iu Ind ia a n d E u r o p e . " 

Ed i to r Medill of the Chicago Tribune, re ­
publican, is uukiudly reminded by the Hera ld , 
free t r a d e , t h a t in a le t te r i o D W. Winsal l , 
d a t e d t w o y e a r 5 back, he wro te the words : 
"Where , then, is the r emedy from the heavy 
burdens of a lifty per cen t t a x on the neces­
saries of iile, both impor ted and domes t i c ' 
There is only one e l e m e n t or c lass able to 
r emove i f, and that Samson is sleeping in the 
Ian of Delilah and will not awaken . I, of 
course, mean t h e f a r m e r s , t he p lundered, 
U"protec ted , twen ty - l ive millions of geese-
like f a r m e r s who pe rmi t themse lves to be 
plucked of a lmost e v e r y fea ther by a hun­
d r e d thousand p r o t e c t e d monopolists. So 
long as the simple minded bucolic c lass do 
not kick off the burden laid upon them con­
gress will not d i s tu rb the w a r t axes and man­
ufac tu re r s ' co r re spond ing bounties. Whi le 
the plowmen a c t like I s sache r ' s ass, and 
crouch be tween the t w o burdens , both will 
be kep t on the i r backs . " 

men of all pa r t i es , who bel ieve the t ime ban 
a t last come to p rov ide proper bot t les for the 
new wine.—[The Even ing Post . 

Mr. Cleveland ' s Boston speech was ex­
haus t ive wi thout being exhaus t ing a n d mas­
sive without being heavy . It w a s received 
with m a r k e d a p p r o v a l by his audience , and 
will be rece ived in the same w a y by the 
count ry a t large. The p ro tec t ive sys tem do-
fends the few i'rom the rightful claims of the 
many, c r e a t e s w h a t our fa the rs would have 
viewed with d ismay—a moneyed aristoc­
racy—-aud const i tutes the g r e a t e s t peril of the 
republic. Hamil ton, the f a the r of ' the repub­
lican pa r ty , believed t h a t t he gove rnmen t 
should res t on the shoulders of capi tal is ts . 
His fol lowers a r e t r y i n g to reduce their 
leader 's theory to p rac t i ce—[The Hera ld . 

Mr. Cleveland exhibits the far-seeing sa­
gaci ty and souud political seuso t h a t have 
charac te r ized his whole public career by hail­
ing the " a d v e n t of ballot re form" as afford­
ing the best hope of checking the "malign 
influence" and gua rd ing aga ins t the "baneful 
resul ts" of in t imidat ion a n d corrupt ion a t the 
polls.—[The Tunes. 

Mr. Cleveland 's tariff principles were not 
so explici ty s t a t e d in his Boston speech as 
they w e r e in his his tor ic message, but w h a t 
he said of the evil influence of g o v e r n m e n t 
par tnersh ip in p r iva t e business is s t r o n g a n d 
t rue —[The Wor ld . 

The work iugmen of Amer ica can well af­
ford to be thankfu l . There a r e only about 
two a half uiillious out of work a t present , 
and those who a re a t work a r e ge t t i ng near­
ly one e ighth of w h a t they earn.—[North­
western Labor Union. 

Four pounds of s teer will pay for one pound 
of s teak, and ISO pounds of w h e a t will buy 
lifty pounds of 11.mr, and two or th ree do l l a r s 
in money will pay wha t w a s original ly one 
dol lar of debt . People a re ge t t ing jus t wha t 
they vo t ed for, and still they a r e n>»i haopv. 
As Sol said: " A fool l a t the polls) and his 
money a re soon parted.1 '—[Labette Co , Kau. , 
S ta tesman. 

SINGLE TAX NEWS. 

The New Y o r k s t a t e Amer ican merino sheep 
b reeders ' associat ion, r ecen t ly in session a t 
Roches ter , cal led for pro tec t ion to the wool 
g rower , but found some signs of economic 
rebellion iu its own ranks . A few spoke of 
the r apac i t y of the wool m a n u f a c t u r e r in 
demanding all the pro tec t ion for himself. 
One member said t h a t if pro tec t ion could not 
be acco rded equal ly to the wool g r o w e r a n d 
the manufac tu re r , t hen t h e r e should be no 
protect ion a t all. Another member asked 
how could the tariff be revised to r educe the 
surplus wi thout touching the wool indust ry . 

He re ' s a p r e t t y how-dye-do. The Ameri ­
can Economist aud Tariff L e a g u e Bulletin, 
o rgan of t h e Amer ican p ro tec t ive tariff 
league, says of the Wool g rower ' s associa­
tion's recent lv r e n e w e d d e m a n d for more 
protect ion: " I t is well known t h a t the lowest 
g r a d e s of ca rpe t wools a r e from wild sheep, 
a n d could never be p roduced m this coun t ry 
excep t a t a cos t for product ion which would 
requi re from 500 to 1,000 per cent of protec­
tion. I t would be far be t t e r to concede this 
t r u t h and eudeavo r to reach a combination 
with the c a r p e t m a n u f a c t u r e r s based upon a 
reasonable a u d fair s t a t e m e n t of facts . 
. . . If they (the wool g rowers ) would give 
more a t t en t ion to the wool consuming indus­
t r y a n d make t h a t prosperous, which is the 
only ou t le t for the wool product ion of this 
country , the chances for successful wool 
growing would bo, in our opinion, very 
g rea t ly improved ." 

I'l't'MM (JOIIIHIIMItM, 

In his speech last night before the Mer­
chan ts ' association of Boston, ex-Pres ident 
Cleveland, from whom the coun t ry is a l w a y s 
ready to expec t the ve ry best though t on tho 
impor tan t quest ions of the day , rose to a 
higher plane than is usual eveu with him. He 
t r e a t e d boldly and unequivocal ly those vi ta l 
issues of reform now before tko country.— 
[Commercia l -Adver t iser , 

No one has eve r s t igmat ized the enemies of 
ballot reform iu s t ronger l anguage , The fol­
lowers of Mill can c lear ly expec t no '•con­
cessions' ' in t h a t q u a r t e r on this subject, 
Nothing could be be t te r ca l cu l a t ed t h a n buch 
u t t e r ances t o s t r eng then Mr. Cleve land ' s 
uold on the new generation of voters and on 

HARD TIMES AT TOPOLOBAMPd. 

The S»oclnll*tlc Colony in SimiloH, Mexico, 
CMrtmuliiiK AuaiiiHt Ailvvreliy. 

YV. N. Slocum, one of the socialist colonists 
a t Topolobampo, wr i tes to the Car r i e r 
Dove, a California paper , giving a gloomy 
view of affairs in the colony. The las t sea­
son w a s good for crops, but the Indian corn 
had to be ha rves t ed green because of at­
tacks of innumerable birds. Other corn aud 
barley lands were flooded by freshets, so 
t h a t the c rops were lost. Mauy o r cha rds 
have died for w a n t of rain or i r r igat ion. He 
says : 

As I s t a t ed in a former le t te r , the success 
of this colony a p p e a r s to depend upon the 
success of the projected i a i l road from Topo­
lobampo through to the Atlant ic coast. I t 
need uot depend upon t h a t if we bad capi ta l 
to purchase land, and to cons t ruc t an irri­
ga t ing cana l from the Fuerte r iver to the 
bay; bu t this colony has l i t t le money a t pres­
ent and none in prospect ive except, such as 
depends upon the ra i l road . Tha t is lookod 
to as the coming savior . How long it, will 
be coining is y e t a quest ion of doubt. Mr. A. 
K. Owen, the pro jec tor of the colony, still 
wr i tes hopefully, but he is a l w a y s hopeful, 
and as the people here do not know exact ly 
w h a t he bases his hopes on, they frequently 
become despondent . Then Mr. Owen wri tes 
them an encourag ing le t ter , and they cheer 
up again; and so it goes from yea r ' s end to 
yea r ' s end. The las t encoi trugcr is d a t e d 
Augus t ~5 last. 

The birds a r e foiiL'ht as the Egyp t i an 
fa rmers fight them, wi th s tones th rown from 
t o w e r s e rec t ed in var ious p a r t s of the fields. 
P o w d e r costs a do l l a r a pound a r d shot 
twenty-five cents a pound, so t h e use of fire­
a r m s for this purpose would be too expensive. 

The sweet po ta toes p l an t ed iu March prom­
ised well, but had to be d u g up before matur ­
ity because of t h r ea t ened dest ruct ion by 
floods. Those on the up lands a r e not prom­
ising. Tomatoes , squashes, pumpkins aud 
melons a r e not doing a s well a s last yea r . 
As there is no way of s tor ing vegetables they 
ro t soon a f te r being ha rves ted . The main 
ar t ic le of diet has been corn meal , which for 
months had been mus ty . Beans, t he only 
imported ar t ic le of diet , had been unobtain­
able for some t ime: 

Nei ther su»ar , coffee, t e a , rice, pota toes , 
whea t or r y e flour can be obta ined here by 
colonists in re turn for their labor c red i t s ; 
nei ther can such a r t i c les as soap, matches , 
coal oil, or iu fac t scarce ly any of the th ings 
which poor people in California consider as 
tho necessaries of life. Since the se t t lement 
of the colony we h a v e not had green vege ta ­
bles to exceed t h r e e months in any year . 

Of the Mexicans among whom the colonists 
a r e p lanted , t he co r responden t say^: 

Most of them a r e miserably poor; u e a r l y 
all a r e wofully ignoran t , and tho vas t major­
ity a r e v i r tua l s laves . The l and lo rds only 
a r e independent , aud many of them live no 
bet ter t h a n the poores t l aborers of Cali­
fornia, 

M r . Il<n|ii0w .WoMt ItectMit LOMM. 

Newark Evoniug JJfiws. 
"Los t or stolen, a v igorous foreign policy, 

of no va lue to any but the owner . The finder 
will please fo rward C O. D. to J . (J, B., s t a t e 
d e p a r t m e n t , Wash ing ton , I). C." 

An l i iadvei ' l iu i l Ailmi»Htuii, 
JMUUidelpMhi Hecoril. 

Harrison's hint that the farmers should 
have protection rather knocks the theory 
that they have a already. 

SINGLE TAX PLATFORM. 
The single t ax con t emp la t e s the abolit ion 

of all t a x e s upon labor or the p roduc t s of 
labor—that is to say, t he abolit iou of al l 
t axe s save one t ax levied on the va lue of 
land, i r respect ive of improvements . 

Since in all our s t a t e s we now levy some 
t a x ou the va lue of laud , t he Miiglo t a x c a n 
be ins t i tu ted by the simple and easy Way of 
abolishing, one af ter ano the r , all o the r t a x e s 
now levied, and commensura t e ly increas ing 
the t a x on land values , unti l we d r a w upou 
t h a t once source for all expenses of gove rn ­
ment ; the revenue being d iv ided be tween 
local governments , s t a to g o v e r n m e n t s a n d 
the genera l gove rnmen t , a s the r evenue from 
di rec t t axes is now div ided betweeu tno lo­
cal aud s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s , or a d i rec t as­
sessment being m a d e by the genera l govern­
ment upon the s t a t e s a n d paid by t hem from 
revenues collected in this manner . 

The single t ax is not a t a x on land, aud 
therefore would no t fall on the use of l aud 
a n d become a t a x ou labor. 

I t is a. tax, not on laud, but ou the va lue of 
laud. Thus it would not fall on all land, but 
only on valuable land, aud on t h a t not in 
propor t ion to the use m a d e of it, but iH pro­
portion to its value—the premium which the 
user of land must pay to tho owner , e i ther 
in pu rchase money or iu rent, for permission 
to use va luab le laud. I t would thus be a 
tax, uot ou the use or improvement of laud, 
but on the ownersh ip of land, taking w h a t 
would o therwise go to the owner as owner , 
a n d uot as user. 

In assessments unde r the single t a x all 
va lues c r e a t e d by individual use or improve­
ment would be excluded, a n d the only va lue 
tak-'ii into cons idera t ion would be the v a l u e 
a t t a c h i n g to the bare land by reason of 
neighborhood, e tc . Thus the farmer would 
have no more t axes to pay than the specula tor 
who held a similar piece of laud idle, aud t h e 
man who on a c i ty lot e r e c t e d a va luab le 
building would be t axed no more than t h e 
man who held a s imilar lot v a c a n t . 

The single t ax , iu shor t , would cal l upon 
men to cont r ibu te to the public revenues not 
in proport ion to w h a t they produce or ac­
cumula te , but in propor t ion to th« va lue of 
the ua tu ra l oppor tun i t i e s they hold. I t would 
compel t hem to pay jus t a s much for holdiug 
laud idle as for pu t t ing it to its fullest tlse. 

The s ingle t ax , there fore , would— 
1. Take the we igh t of taxa t ion off of the 

ag r i cu l tu ra l d i s t r i c t s when laud has l i t t le or 
no value i r respect ive of improvements , a u d 
put it on t o w n s a u d cit ies where bare l aud 
rises to a v a l u e of millions of do l la r s pe r 
acre . 

;j. Dispense w. th a multiplicity of t a x e s 
and a horde of t axga the re r s , simplify gov­
e rnmen t and g r e a t l y reduce its cost . 

.'J. Do a w a y with tho fraud, cor rupt ion 
a n d gross inequal i ty inseparable from our 
p resen t me thods of taxa t ion , which al low t h e 
rich to escape while they gr ind the poor. 
Land canuo t be hid or ca r r i ed off, and its 
va lue can bo a sce r t a ined with g r ea t e r ease 
and ce r t a in ty t h a n any other . 

4. Give us wi th all the wor ld a s perfect 
f reedom of t r a d e as now exists between the 
s t a t e s of our Union, thus enabling our people 
to share th rough free exchanges iu all the ad­
v a n t a g e s which n a t u r e has given to o the r 
countries, or which the pecul iar skill of o ther 
peoples has enabled them to a t ta in , lb would 
des t roy the t rus t s , monopolies, and corrup­
tions which a r c the o u t g r o w t h s of the tariff. 
It would do a w a y with the lines aud penal­
ties now levied on any one who improves a 
farm, e rec t s a house, builds a machine, or in 
any way a d d s to the gene ra l s tock of wea l th . 
It would leave eve ry one free to apply labor 
or expend cap i ta l iu product ion or e x c h a n g e 
without fine or res t r ic t ion, and would l eave 
to each the full p r o d u c t of his exert ion. 

5. I t would, on the o ther hand, by t ak ing 
for public uses t h a t va lue which a t t a c h e s t o 
land by reason of the g r o w t h a n d improve­
men t of t h e communi ty , m a k e the holding of 
land unprofi table to the mere o w n e r a n d 
prol i tab 'e only to the user. I t would thus 
make it impossib 'e for specu la to r s a n d mo­
nopolists to bold u a t u r a l oppor tun i t i es un­
used o r only half used , a n d would t h r o w 
open to labor tho il l imitable field of employ­
ment which the e a r t h offers to man . I t 
would thus solve the labor problem, do a w a y 
with invo lun ta ry p o v e r t y , ra ise w a g e * in 
all occupat ions to the full ea rn ings of labor, 
make overproduc t ion impossible unti l al l 
human w a n t s a r e satisfied, r ende r labor sav­
ing invent ions a blessing to al l , a u d c a u s e 
such an enormous product ion a n d such a n 
equi tab le dis tr ibut ion of wea l t h as would 
g ive to all comfort , leisure a u d pa r t i c ipa t ion 
iu the a d v a n t a g e s of an a d v a n c i n g civiliza­
tion. 

The ethical principles tin which the s ingle 
t a x is based a r e : 

1. Each mau is en t i t l ed to all t h a t his la­
bor p roduces . Therefore no t a x should be 
levied ou the p roduc t s of labor, 

2. All men a r e equa l ly en t i t l ed t o w h a t 
God h a s c r e a t e d a u d to w h a t is g a i n e d by 
the gene ra l g r o w t h a u d improvement of t h e 
community of which they a r e a pa r t , There* 
fo'-e, no one should be pe rmi t t ed to hold 
u a t u r a l oppor tun i t i es wi thout a fair r e t u r n t o 
all for any specia l pr ivi lege thus a c c o r d e d 
to him, a u d t h a t va lue which the g r o w t h a n d 
improvement ol tbe community attache* to 
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Jand should be taken for the use of the com­
munity. 

THE PETITION. 
BINOIJC T A X Etfnor,MKNT COMMITTEE, 1 

.•30 CLINTON PLACE, > 
N E W YORK, Dec. 17, 1889. ) 

Subscriptions toward the expenses of this 
committee's work for the week ending De­
cember 17, are as follows: 
F. Warder, St. Augustine, Fla. . . *10 00 
A. W. Eastlake, New York city . . 13 (X) 
JohnNicolson, Winchester, Cal. . . 0 00 

*B0 00 
Subscriptions previously acknowl­

edged in THK STANDARD . . . . 2,504 70 

Total «2,5U3 70 
The cash contributions for the week are as 

follows: 
T. p. C., New Jersey . . . . . . $0 35 
W. W. Colfax, Wyandotte, Mich. . 7 25 
I. C. Brereton, Ureenpoint, N. Y. . L 00 
R. B. Hollingswortb, Shiner, Tex. . 1 0 0 
J. A. Haggstrora, St. Paul, Neb. . . 1 00 
Miss May Olcott, Brooklyn, N. Y. . 10 00 
W. Harmer, Manistee, Mich. . . . 1 50 
Frank W. Lynch, Bakerstield, Cal. . « 70 
Adam Btormcr. Jamestown, N. Y. . 1 00 
Sundry stamps (two weeks) . . . . 1 00 

187 70 
Cash contributions previously ac­

knowledged iu T H E STANDARD . . lfR) t>8 

Total #188 38 
The enrollment now stands as follows: 

Reported last week 70,015 
Bcceived during the week ending 

Dec. 17 '.580 

Total 70,805 

W M . T. CKOAHDALK, Chairman. 

THE MANHATTAN JINGLE TAX CLUB.: 
Newnol the Movement—.1. It. AbarbRiiHI'M 

AdrircNM. 
The club has elected these oflicers for the 

ensuing year: President, Louis F. Post; vice-
president, A. J. Wolf; secretary, A. J. Steers 
(re-elected); treasurer, W. D. Williams; di 
rectors, William T. Croasdale, Benjamin 
Doblin, William H. Faulhaber, William Mc-
Cabe and Joseph McDonough. 

Messrs. Steers, Wolf and other members of 
r.ne Manhattan single club have been lately 
snaking Statcn island a single tax battle 
ground. At a meetiug held at New Brighton 
t w o weeks ago, under the auspices of the 
Staten island single tax club, they succeeded 
in stirring up one of the prominent islanders. 
He said he was a tariff-reform democrat, but 
that the talk of Messrs. Steers and Wolf on 
their several visits to the island had made 
him an absolute free trader. He added that 
if tbey would arrange a special date he 
would get up a big mass meeting aud pay all 
expenses. The meeting will shortly be held 
and he will preside. 

Numerous letters are coming to the Man­
hattan club from local assemblies of the 
Knights of Labor asking the club to assign 
single tax speakers to them. All the visits 
so far made have been very successful, the 
knights showing their deep interest by listen­
ing closely to the speakers and asking ques­
tions. 

Messrs. Steers aud Wolf spoke Monday 
evening at Staten island, and on Thursday 
evening at Yonkers, before the Riverside 
assembly, K. of L., by invitation of the local 
assembly. 

A number of single tax men in this city 
talk of forming a mixed assembly of the K. 
of L., to do propaganda work in the order. 

J. R. Abarbanell lectured before the club 
last Sunday evening on "Manual training 
and its relation to the single tax." 

Isaao Cohen will deliver the address this 
Sunday evening (December 88), his subject 
being "The tariff as a system of robbery." 

THE SIN6LE TAX IN BROOKLYN. 
Holding Meetlugo Iu Various Wards to Ad­

vance tbe Movement, 
The efforts of the Brooklyn single tax club 

to increase the sphere of usefulness of those 
members who live at a distance from the 
club rooms were continued on Thursday even­
ing, Dec. 13, when a meeting was held in the 
Twentieth ward at Adelpbi hall, oorner Myr­
tle avenue and Adelphi street, where Geo. W. 
White, president of the Brooklyn single tax 
club, made an address. 

Mr. Jacobson spoke of the beauties of free 
rade, and Mr. William Spaulding, who has 

recently removed to Brooklyn from Chicago, 
showed how the single tax could be brought 
before the people by closely watching local 
affairs, so as to be able to foroe an applica­
tion, however limited, of the single tax, as 
bad been recently done in Chicago, where 
the advooatesof this system had compelled 
the nomination by both parties of some can­
didates who would insist upon the cost of 
the proposed drainage system being levied 
upon those chiefly benefited—the land own­
er*. 

\ club will, no doubt, be formed in the 
Twentieth ward in the near future, 

Owing to the sickness of Mr, C, O'C. Hen­
nessey, the speaker ann°uuced for the regular 
Sunday evening lecture at the Brooklyn single 
lax club, Mr. Woeruer started an informal 
debate upon the question whether the Mogle 
t i l would secure abstrtet justice to tvtry 

individual. The question was debated by 
Messrs. White, Raud, Thompson, Delano, 
Scrimshaw, Bolton and Curley. 

The speaker next Sunday evening will be 
Mr. Fred. Scrimshaw, president of the Ocean 
Hill club. 

Nineteen single tax men of the Tenth ward 
met at the residence of R. C. Utess, at 877 
Smith street, on Thursday evening, December 
12, to organize a single tax club for that 
ward. Much enthusiasm was manifested by 
tho3« present, mauy of whom bad been luke­
warm in the cause for a loug time, and a few 
of whom were new converts. R. C. Utess 
was elected temporary chairman and J. T. 
O'Neil secretary. The club holds it's next 
meeting at Reese's ball, 817 Court street, near 
Warren, on Friday evening, December 20, 
and invites every single tax mau in the Tenth 
ward to be present. This club is the out­
growth of a public meeting held in the ward 
a few weeks ago in respouse to a call by the 
agitation committee of the Brooklyn single 
tax club for such meetings in every ward of 
the city. 

WHAT PHILADELPHIA IS DOING. 
jingle Tax Men Wntchlng Every Point and 

Their Strength lirowltm. 
PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 17.—Our cause is mak­

ing progress here in much the same way as 
it seems to be progressing everywhere. Not 
perhaps so much in the direction of public 
meetings, although we are having our share 
of them, but in the steady growth of our 
ideas among the people. The Henry George 
club has been successful from the start. It 
now has a membership of about 285 and is 
still, growing. The club has leased from the 
Keystone watch club company one entire floor 
of its large building, which gives the club 
two rooms, one of which will seat upwards of 
150 persons. Six electric lights have been 
put in, one of which illuminates a large trans­
parency. The club room has been handsome­
ly furnished and "strangers welcome" is the 
rule on every Thurday evening. 

In Philadelphia, as in every other city, the 
assessments on real estate are very unequal, 
and this condition of affairs has been used 
by single tax men for all that it is worth in 
an agitation which has resulted in the raising 
of assessments by several million dollars on 
the property of tbt; big landlords. 

Several of the leading labor organizations 
have joined in this agitation, and the matter 
will not be permitted to rest here, as the 
committee will be enlarged and a project is 
under consideration to distribute throughout 
the city an address to the tax payers, calling 
attention to the injustice and recommending 
that taxes be levied on land values alone. 

One of the significant signs of the times is 
the growing disposition among the churches 
to give us a hearing, especially among the 
Unitarians. This denomination has four con­
gregations iu or near this city, aud three of 
them have invited the club to send speakers 
to explain the single tax theory. The minis­
ters have also been stirred up, aud through 
the efforts of one of our women members, 
Mr. George has been invited to address them 
next week. 

The Friendship liberal league, which meets 
every Sunday afternoon at Broad aud Wood 
streets to discuss economic questions, is de­
voting almost every meeting to a discussion 
of some phase of the single tax question, 
and the membership of the Henry George 
club is well represented in the debates. 
Here as everywhere the state socialists are 
about our only opponents, and they are not 
nearly so fierce since Edward Bellamy prac­
tically incorporated the single tax principle 
in "Looking Backward." 

While we may congratulate ourselves on 
our progress, the same cannot be said of the 
democrats. Randall aud the protection 
superstition still blocks the progress of the 
party here, and until they are gotten rid of 
Pennsylvania will remaiu in the mouopoly 
column. A. H. a 

CONGRATULATIONS TO G0MPERS. 
The C'luclnnatl Single Tax f lub Cemmeuda 

ll lo Position ou too Hobject of Foreign 
Immigration. 
CINCINNATI, Deo. 18.—The following resolu 

tion has been adopted by the Cincinnati single 
tax club: 

Resolved, That as believers iu the princi­
ple of free trade, free land and free men, and 
in freedom at opposed to restriction, we ten­
der to Mr. Samuel Gompers, president of the 
American federation of labor, our congratu­
lations upon the stand which he has taken 
against the restriction of immigration. 

That it is our sincere hope that the federa­
tion of labor, in its coming convention may 
not give its indorsement to any such narrow-
minded, unchristian and altogether pernicious 
policy, but rather direct their efforts to the 
bringing about of such changes in our system 
of taxation, that the unlimited natural oppor­
tunities now closed, not only to our brothers 
across the water, but to the great majority 
of our own people, may be thrown open and 
the faot demonstrated that we have room on 
this vast continent, not only for those that are 
here now, but for all the people of the world, 
if tbey see tit to take up their abode with us. 

It is curious to note in this connection that 
while many people here are suggesting the 
restriction of immigration us a remedy for 
the laborer, hi* grace the marquis of Salii-
bury, premier of England, it recommending 
as a pancea tor the same trouble in that 
country, emigration. In other wordi, there 
art too many people in England, therefore 
ltt them emigrate to some other oouatry, but 

at the same time comes the cry from the 
other country that there are already too 
many people there now, and they must close 
the doors; so you see the poor superfluous 
population between his grace and the nar­
row minded American is really 

'•Between the devil and the deep sea." 
WM. C. WULFIT, Sec. 

THE LAND PLANK. 
An IIIIIIOIM Local Anneiublv COMIIIIIMHIN the 

Action or the General Anni'mlilr. 
QUINCY, 111., Dec. 0, 1880.—At the last 

meeting of our assembly the following reso­
lutions were adopted with the request that 
they be published in THE STANDARD. Hoping 
they meet with your approval, I remain, fra­
ternally yours, JOHN B. KOHL, 

Rec. Sec. L. A., K. of L.f 195!). 
I. We hereby commend the wisdom of our 

last general assembly in amending our dec­
laration of principles so as to demand that 
"taxes upon land should be levied upon its 
full value for use, exclusive of improvements, 
and should be sufficient to take for the com­
munity all the unearned increment." When 
this is effected, what is known as the single 
tax will be in effect, to which desirable end 
we shall hereafter render all possible aid. 

a. Land values, being created by popula­
tion and general industry, belong to the peo­
ple collectively, are ample for the support of 
all kinds of government; and should, as ap­
parently designed by nature, be taken in 
taxation for that purpose. 

o. Any taxation upon industry or the prod­
ucts of industry, that is, upon the earnings or 
savings of individuals, is unnecessary, unjust, 
impracticable, unequal; is paid in the end by 
consumers, is enormously expensive, pro­
motes lying, perjury, bribery and other cor­
rupt practices, greatly restricts the produc­
tion of wealth, and results in the unfair and 
unequal distribution of wealth. 

4. The fact that out of a population of 
about 05,000,000, about 250,000 persons prac­
tically own all the wealth iu the United 
States, is due to our system of taxing indus­
try and its products, which has the effect of 
taxing people in proportion as they use or 
consume these products. 

5. The taking in taxation annually of the 
full rental value of all land, whether build­
ing, mining, timber, agricultural or other 
land, would opes up such a vast number of 
natural opportunities for sell-employment, 
and would result in such a demand for labor 
to improve land unimproved now, that all 
wages would rise naturally to the lull earn­
ings of labor; not manual labor alone, but all 
kinds. 

0. The abolition of all taxes on buildings, 
building materials, food, clothing, and all 
other products of labor, would lessen enor­
mously the cost of living and of improve­
ments of all kinds. 

7. This great increase iu all wages ou oue 
iiaud aud the great decrease in the cost of 
living and of improvements on I he other, 
would raise the purchasing power of the pet 
pie to a height hitherto unknown, re-dering 
"overproduction" impossible. 

8. Stimulated by this new aud continuous 
demand, free from the discouraging effects 
of any taxation upou improvements, or any 
commodities, the iucrease in business pro tits 
would be very great. Thus the change would 
bring prosperity to both labor and capital, 
proving that they are, indeed, frieuds. 
Nothing would be unprofitable but laud 
speculation. 

9. The tax upon land values could not be 
"shifted" and made to increase rents of 
buildiugs, or prices of commodities; there is 
too much land for that. 

10. The abolition of a'l taxes on buildings 
would lower rents to the amount of taxes re­
moved. 

II. While the reutal value of land, the use 
or occupation value, would remain, and 
would be the value taken in taxation, the 
selling or market value of lots and all other 
land would rapidly decline, rendering it far 
easier for the people to get homes of their 
own, while their house material, houses, all 
other improvements and furniture, etc., 
would be exempt from all taxation. 

12. Every person and business occupies 
land, and in some form pays land rent; 
therefore under the single tax every person, 
firm and corporation would contribute bis, 
their or its just share toward maintaining 
government. 

CHICAGO. 
Tbe Election of Hanltarr Tru»teen--The8iu-

g l eTax Men Divided, but Their Doctrines 
Were Represented ou Two Ticket*. 
CHICAGO, 111., Deo. 13.—The result of tbe 

election for sanitary trustees is gratifying to 
perhaps a majority of our people. Tbe can­
didates for whom tbe greater part of us 
voted were successful, aud the nine men 
chosen are all more or less directly commit­
ted to our view of tbe question of taxation 
as it is involved in this improvement. 

When I reported last the democrats had 
just pronounced in favor of the special as­
sessment plan wbioh we bad demanded. But 
they added a plank wbioh was in eifect a 
nullification of that on wbioh we had set our 
hearts. They then committed tbe unpardon­
able folly of nominating a ticket wbiob was 
open to tbe most serious criticism. 

The republicans made their nomination on 
the day following, If possible, tbey gave 
even leis satisfaction than those previously 
made, and immediately tbe popular feeling 
•ought eipression through a non-partisan 
movement that culminated in tbe nomination 
two days later of a citiaenV ticket made up 
of three republicans, two democrats and a 
socialist. 

The citiaent.' ticket was put forth on the 
personal respectability of its members, The 
queeUon of taxation wuw urged, but it was 
pa/ried with tbe claim that to nominee* were 

a platform and a guaranty which ought to 
satisfy the most exacting. The single taxers 
persisted and the citizens'candidates finally 
pledged themselves to take no action in the 
matter of taxation until a fair discussion of 
the issue has been made. 

Following the nomination of the citizens 
ticket came our convention at the Madison 
street theater, on the evening of the 7th. It 
was called by a committee of twenty-five, 
representing the Single tax and Tomahawk 
clubs. Tbe attendance was unexpectedly 
large and fairly represenative of the labor 
organizations and of our own strength. Mr. 
Robert Nelson presided and Messrs. Edward 
O. Browu, James Malcolm aud Charles Seib 
were the secretaries. Judge Mark Bangs 
was chairman of the committee on resolu­
tions, which reported a document altogether 
admirable in its statement of our case. 

Tbe convention proved to be a very turbu­
lent affair after the preliminary work was 
dispatched. A motion to appoint a commit­
tee to consider the question of indorsements 
raised a tremendous storm. It was finally 
defeated on a close vote, and then the 
trouble which had been feared broke loo«e. 
A motion was made to indorse the entire 
Democratic ticket, and for a time it seemed 
that this would be done in spite of the so­
berer efforts of those who felt that 
such an act under the circumstances 
would be a tactical blunder. The friends 
of one of the democratic candidates bad 
been massed in the convention with a 
determination to carry their point at what­
ever hazard, but eventually they were 
brought to a realizing sense of their folly, 
and they gradually yielded, but not until 
great heat had been developed and a feeling 
of intense bitterness had beeu engendered 
against those who had so coolly ignored the 
purposes of the gathering iu their zeal to 
serve their man. The convention at last 
adjourned without troubling further, and 
that was done after two hours of fruitless 
wrangling. 

Borne of our people were intensely angry. 
They, therefore, threw themselves boldly 
aud aggressively into the citizens' movement, 
bent on avenging themselves on the demo­
crats. This action unquestionably determ­
ined the result at the polls, for it carried 
with it a large labor vote which had been 
represented in our convention, and which 
was none too well pleased with tbe demo­
crats on general principles. 

But not all of our people went into the 
citizens' movement. A portion continued 
faithfully with tbe democrats, Mr. John Z. 
White, Mr. R. H. Cowdrey and Mr. Clarence 
Moeller being among the number. 

A few others, feeling that it was of great 
importance that voters should be given an 
opportunity to cast their bollots for those 
candidates who had deserved indorsement 
by their pledges, acting on their private re­
sponsibility, had tickets printed bearing the 
names of such candidates. It is enough to 
say that four of the five men ou this ticket 
were elected. 

Ou tbe whole, the outcome is reassuring. 
We have made no blunders and we have not 
only commended our views to general consid­
eration, but we have gained a practical, de­
finite standing as a factor in affairs. Further 
thau this, I believe we are iu closer touch with 
organized labor than ever before and a way 
has been opened for work among this class 
that you will hear of later on. I have the 
largest measure of confidence in the future, 
and my enthusiasm is shared by every single 
tax man in the city. WAKREN W. BAILEY. 

LECTURES IN MINNEAPOLIS. 
An Attractive Courne Arranged by the Sin* 

gle Tax League. 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Dec. 14.—Our league 

has arrauged for a series of brief addresses, 
about fifteeu in uumber, to be given one each 
Tuesday evening at our rooms, beginning 
shortly after the holidays. We have already 
had about a dozen addresses, which have 
helped our league considerably. The follow­
ing is a partial list of what we are to have: 

"The Principles of Personal Liberty;" Jas. 
F. Williamson, a graduate of Princeton and 
tbe leading parent attorney of Minneapolis. 

••The Single Tax and the Temperance Re­
form ;'» Professor Wm. R. Dobyn, editor Pro­
gressive Age. 

"Land Monopoly and tbe Fall of Rome;" 
Rev. L. G. Pervers, pastor Third Universalist 
church. 

"Tbe Necessity for Extending tbe Policy 
of Special Assessment for Public Improve­
ments;'' Hon. Chas. A. Pillcbury, tbe great 
flour manufacturer. 

"The Northwestern Farmer and tbe Tariff 
Taxes;" Judge M. Nelund, president Minne­
apolis free trade club, 

"The Benefits of the Protective Tariff;" 
Hon, John Day Smith, the most uncompro­
mising protectionist in the northwest. 

"Why the Union Soldiers Should be Free 
Traders and Single Taxers;" W. A. Spnuld-
ding, DD.S, formerly deau Minneapolis med­
ical college, 

"Causes of the High Price of Coal,'' f J, G\ 
lay lor, V, p, Minneapolis coal exchange. 

"Moral Aspects of the Single Tax Move­
ment ;•' Rev, S, W. Sample. 

"Natural Law and the Social Problem;" 
Hev, u. M. Simmons of First Unitarian 
ybur«*>> C A B u i u . 

New Vera mate , 
ft «. Arnold, Pou«bkeep»ie.-Qur idea* are 
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spreading here, and our club is busy con­
tinually holding meetings, distributing docu­
ments, etc. 

Robert White of Buffalo, in forwarding 
petitions to the enrolment committee, says 
that he now finds it much easier to interest 
thinking men in good circumstances in our 
ideas than it was a year ago. He says that 
rapid progress is being made in all directions 
in Buffalo, especially among the members of 
the Central labor union and the Knights of 
Labor. 

James J. Malouey, Albany, N. Y,—The 
meeting Sunday evening was a glorious one, 
the hall being packed. The subject up for 
discussion was the electric light question. 
Invitations had been sent to the various K. 
of L. assemblies requesting their co-opera­
tion. Brother Bowen of Lynn, Mass., was 
selected to visit as many local assemblies as 
possible and urge them to send delegates. 
The politicians in the order fought tin propo­
sition, but Brother Bowen's eloquence over­
came all objections. The delegates came 
and were among the most enthusiastic pres­
ent. All the delegates were instructed to 
report, except from one assembly, whose 
delegates were instructed to lend all the aid 
possible to auy project which bespoke re­
form. As we had not had time to reach all 
the assemblies, the conference was adjourned 
for two weeks, wheu the remaining organi­
zations will no doubt participate. The dele­
gates present surprised us—they must have 
sent the "tlower" of the organizations. If 
Albany does not own her electric light plant 
in 1891, it won't be our fault. I never saw 
men grasp "central t ruths" so quickly. 

'HtlMHHCllllMettM. 

Edwin A. Hallett, Boston, writes that he 
attended a Kuight of Labor meeting on the 
afternoon of December 8, a t which the speak­
ers dwelt chiefly on the subject of organiza­
tion. He carried with him some back num­
bers of T H E STANDARD, and after the meet­
ing said be would give them to any of those 
present who wantt-d to read the true solu­
tion of the labor problem They were rapid­
ly takeu, and Mr. Hallett had ample oppor­
tunity to discuss the land question with the 
group that gathered around him. 

Professor Richard T. Ely urged in a recent 
address before the Evangelical alliance in 
Boston tha t vacant lots should be assessed 
at th?ir very highest value and stillly taxed, 
with the object of discouraging the owners 
from holding them vacant for any length of 
time. And when houses are built the pro­
fessor would have them exempted from tax­
ation for five years; this to encourage build­
ing-

Peiiimvlvaiiln. 
Samuel E. Clarkson, Philadelphia —in my 

limited field of observation I have seen much 
progress in our ideas, which make me really 
believe tha t the fruition of our hopes is not 
far off. Three years ago, a t this hotel where 
I am, I embraced the single tax faitb. I en­
deavored to interest other0 a t that time, but 
did not succeed, and gave up almost in de­
spair, resolving to bide the time when men 
would be ready for it. Tc-day there is 
hardly a dissenter from such mild single tax-
ism as the proposal to rent the franchise of 
street railways and the increase of the as­
sessment upon vacant lots until it equals that 
of adjacent occupied lots. 

In the Middletowu, Pa., correspondence of 
the Harrisburg Sunday Capital occurs this 
paragraph: "Geutlemen, if town lots held 
out of use and vacant right here in the center 
of town were taxed the same as adjoining 
lots with improvements on them they would 
not remain vacant one year longer, and it 
would give employment to labor as well as 
build up and beautify our town. There is 
any number of vacant lots here assessed at 
•100, and held for speculative purposes, that 
canuot be bought for $1,000. Is this right, 
when those who are enterprising enough to 
build and give employment to labor are 
fined, in the shape of an additional tax, for 
every little improvement they make?" 

single tax league at its last meeting was 
visited by a clergymen who said that he was 
a single taxer and free trader and desired to 
become a member of the league. 

F l o r i d a . 

F. Warder writing from St. Augustine says 
he hopes to form a single tax club there dur­
ing the coming year. The Knights of Labor 
are beginning to display some interest in our 
principles. 

I n d i a n a . 

The single tax club of Clinton, Ind., is dis­
cussing from week to week the subject: 
"Why I am a single taxer." 

I l l t l lOlH. 

William T. Weir, South Henderson, 111., in 
sendiug some petitions to the enrolment com­
mittee, says that the signers, with one or two 
exceptions, are not yet single tax men, but 
they are free t raders and inclined to look fav­
orably on our proposal. Among the signa­
tures sent in is that of one of the most promi­
nent democrats of the county. Mr. Weir in 
closing his letter says: "I know you have no 
time to read long letters, but I wish to say 
that you have rny heartfelt thauks for the 
good work you are doing. The leaders in 
this greatest of all reforms, are showing tact 
and discretion in the management of our 
cause, more than was ever shown before in a 
cause appealing so strongly to the emotions." 

Alt f lRoi i r l . 

L. F. Meyer of St. Louis urges further de­
lay in presenting the petition, and active 
work for signatures, in order that names may 
be obtaiued in sufficient uumbers to enable 
the calling of meetings in every congressional 
district, in order to iutlueuce candidates for 
congress. 

Percy Pepoon, St. Louis.—D. B. Grandy 
argued in a recent address before the Single 
tax league tha t the single tax would benefit 
small holders. The league wasactfve during 
the farmers'couveution. Five hundred copies 
of Mr. Shearman's "Farmers and the Single 
Tax" and a like number of Mr. George's 
"American Farmer" were distributed. There 
are still some active single tax men here who 
do not belong to the league. 

illiirvlund. 
The Single tax league of Baltimore has 

adopted a resolution requesting the general 
assembly of the state and the mayor and 
council of Baltimore to take such action as 
will relieve labor from the onerous burden 
of taxation that now rests upon it, by ex­
empting from taxation every product of in 
dustry, whether iu form of building or other 
improvement of personal property, and urging 
tha t after sueb exemption all public revenues 
shall be derived from a single tax on land 
values. The league also asks for a law re­
quiring that land shall be assessed separately 
from improvements, and that all returns of 
assessment in Baltimore be published in no 
less than two daily papers. The Baltimore 
Hun reports the meeting a t length. 

Jesse Keeue of Baltimore writes that be is 
one of the single tax men who joined the 
Crescent society, and that his exoer ence 
there led him to join the democratic club of 
the First ward. He has only been to one 
meetiug t**us far, aud he then explained bow 
he, a former republican protectionist, was 
brought by study of the single tax doctrine 
to the advocacy of free t rade ami to co-opera­
tion with the democratic party. His remarks 
were applauded, and many question were 
asked. Mr, Keeue makes a point to write 
to ministers and send them docua—ts. Toe 

Wlacoimli i . 

Mr. Peter McGill of Milwaukee writes to 
THK STANDARD to request tha all single tax 
men in that city will send their names and 
addresses to him a t No. 801 Grand avenue. 
Mr. James I>edom, L. B. Benton, Henry L. 
Atkins, Dr. Emil Waul and Martin Johnson 
have been appointed a committee to organize 
a single tax club. Mr. Bentou is head of the 
firm of Benton, Waldo & Co., type founders; 
Mr. Atkins is head of the firm of Atkins, 
West & Co., shoe manufacturers; Dr. Wahl 
is a well known physician; Mr. Leedom holds 
a high position in the offices of Cudahy 
Brothers, a well known packing house; and 
Mr. Johnson is general agent of the C , R. I. 
& P. railway. 

N c b n m k i i . 

J. A. Haggstrom of St. Paul, Neb., says 
that if he bad time he believes he could get 
hundreds of signatures* to the petition frcm 
men who are compelled by our stupid land 
system to live in isolation ten miles from any 
post office. 

California. 
The single tax c'ub at Oakland, Cal., has 

sent to the enrolment committee for several 
hundred petitions, and intends to go to work 
actively in obtaining signatures. 

A correspondent writiug from Santa Ana 
says that despite the clause of the constitu­
tion of that s tate requiring unimproved land 
to be taxed a t the same ra te as improved 
land of the same quality, he is credibly in­
formed that the great San Joaquin grant, for 
which $'-'40,000 has been offered, is ussessed 
at but $30,000. 

A newspaper man, who cannot permit his 
name to be used, in sending a contribution to 
the enrolment committee from Santa Bar­
bara, suggests that people send in stamps to 
assist in defraying the postage on documeuts. 
He savs there are very few single tax men in 
Santa Barbara, but the idea seems to be 
gradually gaiuuig ground and permeating 
the minds of the people without their know 
iug precisely what it is. Men who refused to 
read Henry George's works are found talk 
nig about the evils of the existing land sys 
tern and advocating single tax ideas. 

O r i ' i f o u . 

A. H. Mackiution, Portland, Ore.—iiiggen 
aud Thompson are hummers. It is surprising 
what a number of single tax men one meets, 
often from the most out of the way places. 

The friugle tux men of Oregon are whooping 
up things. An indiscreet writer named John 
Miuto printed a letter in the Portland Ore-
gonian (the most initueutial uewspaper in the 
far northwest) in opposition to the single tax, 
with the result tha t the columns of that 
paper comes to us heavily burdened with 
letters in answer or approval. Even tax 
assessors are being drawn into tbe contro­
versy, one of them—Hugh Uourlay, assessor 
of Wasco county—having gone so far m to 
suggest that tbe assessors of tbe state of 
Oregon meet in convention and agree upon 

STRAWS THAT SHOW THE WIND. 
The land question will, in a few years, be­

come a political issue, and our readers should 
be prepared *o meet it—[Vfccklenburg N. C. 
Times. 

The streogth of the Knights of Labor now 
lies in the country, This new land plank 
is likely to cause discontent among the 
Knights of Labor fanners, who imagine that 
a tax on land values will shift more burdens 
on their shoulders. But the discussion that 
must ensue will gradually dissipate this 
idea, and in the end give much greater sta­
bility to an order founded on this great 
economic truth, first popularized by Henry 
George.—[Detroit Evening News. 

Alderman Campbell struck a new idea 
upon the taxation question, which seemed to 
appeal to the common sense of the meeting. 
It is based on the Henry George theory, 
beiug the abolition or taxes upon all improve­
ments and the placing of taxes upon land 
only. Alderman Campbell very wisely 
pointed out that this would encourage peo­
ple to build and improve the city, while it 
would discourage the holding of laud for 
speculative purposes. Situated as Wiunepeg 
is at preseut, the scheme is well worth the 
serious consideration of the incoming coun­
cil. By all means let it be discussed.--[Wiu­
nepeg Sun. 

Some of the large laud owners of Tulare 
have hit upon an excellent scheme for secur­
ing the improvement and settlement of tbe 
county. They offer their land in t racts at 
low prices and on longtime without payments 
down, on the sole coudition that the settlers 
shall plai t vineyards. This plan is commend­
able from the point of view of the county, of 
the land owner and of tbe landless man. 
If the owners dispose of alternate t racts of 
their lands in this manner, they can afford to 
put an exceedingly low price upon it, aud 
give the buyer his own time iu which to pay 
the debt. The improvement of the tracts by 
planting vineyards aud orchards will increase 
the value of the lands still in their possession 
far above what the whole amount could be 
sold for now.—[Sau Francisco Examiner. 

The adherence of the Knights of Labor, in 
a resolution which seems to have been 
adopted a t their national convention a t At ­
lanta Monday without opposition,to the main 
principle of the Henry George land doctriue, 
marks a significant stage in the progress of 
the "single tax" agitation. The Knights of 
Labor are not as important and influential as 
thev were three or four years ag«*, but they 
still number a good many thousands of work-
ingmen, and are still under the leadership of 
ihe able and judicious Mr. Powderly. That 
they should give in their adhesion so unre­
servedly to this notion, declaring that occu­
pancy and use should be the sole Title to the 
possession of land, that taxes upon land 
should be levied upon its full value for use 
exclusive of improvements, is fairly good 
proof that the agitation is progressing, and 
will have to be met with the serious argu­
ments of our statesmen and publicists. A 
necessary preliminary toward preparing one 
to discuss these knotty questions is the read­
ing of Mr. George's yook. The theory is quite 
susceptible of au answer, aud has been an­
swered; but it is impossible to successfully 
combat its ready advocates without some 
pretty elaborate preparation. They have 
become a sort of specialists in a branch of 
social economy, and are not to be dismissed 
off-hand.—[Boston Transcript. 

In Alabama, when money is borrowed by 
mortgaging farms, the rate of interest ranges 
from eighteen to twenty-four per cent per 
annum as a rule; the tenants and croppers 
get about thirty-five per cent of the cotton 
made in the state, but it is all pledged for 
supplies before it is gathered; on an average 
ninety percent of the whole crop is pledged 
before grown for supplies and interest. The 
same is true of Mississippi, and, to a great ex­
tent, of all the cotton states. The very worst 
form of indebtedness is that contracted by 
securing advances on growing crops. It 
makes life a burden, labor a punishment, with­
out hope of enjoying its returns. I t reduces 
the farmer and his family to a state of veri­
table slavery. No people can prosper uuder 
such a degrading and debasiug system.—[St. 
Louis Christian Advocate. 

Senator Raley stated in a speech Thur i 
day, before the Farmers ' institute in Pendle­
ton, that he was in favor of doing away 
with deductions for indebtedness iu making 
assessments, and the mortgage lax law. He 
suggested these as beneficial legislation for 
farmers. The East Oregonian tenders its 
congratulations to the senator, and thanks 
him for recently changing his opinions on 
these subjects.—[Pendleton East Oregonian. 

God has lent us the earth for our life. I t is 
a great entail. It belongs as much to those 
who arc to come after us, and whose names 
are already whi ten in the book of creation, 
as to us; aud we have no right, by anything 
we do or neglect, to involve them in any un­
necessary penalties, or to deprive them of 
the benefit which was iu our power to bequeath 
— iWilliamsport, Pa., Labor Record. 

CATARRH. 

Catarrhal Deafness—Hay Fever— A New 
Home Treatment. 

Sufferers are not generally aware tha t 
these diseases are contagious, or that they are 
due to the presence of living parasites im the 
lining membrane of the nose and eustachiau 
tubes. Microscopic research, however, has 
proved this to be a fact, and the result of 
this discovery is that a simple remedy has 
been formulated whereby catarrh, ca ta r rha l 
deafness and hay fever arc permanently 
cured in from one to three simple applica­
tions made at homo by the patient once in 
two weeks. 

N. B.—This t reatment is not a snuff or an 
ointment; both have been discarded by repu­
table physicians as injurious. A pamphlet 
explaining this new treatment is sent free on 
receipt of stamp to pay postage, by A. U. 
Dixon &. Son, :V.i7 and JW.t VVest King street, 
Toronto, Canada.—[Christian Advocate. 

Sufferers from Catarrhal troubles should 
caiefully read the above. —[Adv. 
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A NEW METHOD OE TREATING 

DISEASE. 

Hospital Remedies. 

What, arc theytf There is a now departure 
in the troatrnent of disease. It consists in the 
collection of the specifics used by noted 
specialists ol Europe and America, and bring­
ing them within the reach of ail. For instance 
the treatment pursued by special physicians 
who treat indigestion, stomach and liver 
troubles only, was obtained and prepared. 
The treatment of other physicians, celebrated 
for curing catarrh wu" procured, and so on 
till these iuoompsiruble cures now include 
disease of the lungs, kidneys, female weak­
ness, rheumatism and nervous debility. 

Thin now method of "one remedy for one 
disease" must appeal t'i the common sense of 
till sufferers, many of whom have experienced 
the ill effects, and thoroughly realize the 
absurdity of the claims of .Patent Medicines 
which are guaranteed to cure every ill out of 
a single bottle, and the use of which, as 
stat is t ics prove , has ruined more stomachs 
than alcohol. A circular describing these 
new remedies is sent free on receipt ot stump 
to pay postage by Hospital Remedy Com­
pany, Toronto, Canada, solo proprietors.— 
[Adv. 

T H E G R E A T E S T ADVANCE 

In 

L I F E INSURANCE 

In the 

N I N E T E E N T H CENTURY. 
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THE BERKSHIRE LIFE INSURANCE CO., 

of IMttHfleld, M n u . 

I M O l t P O I t ATKD I S S 1 . 

GEO. W. ENGLISH, MANAGER, 
For New York and New Jersey. 

NEW YORK OFFICE: 

271 BROADWAY, 
C o r n e r ol Cliiiiiitiei* S t . 

What did this. 
wreck 

Above is au exact copy of a photograph of a 
Railroad wreck. Had the engineer carried a 
Keystone Duat-Proof W a t c h , wh ich 
i s not subject to variations arising 

from dust and dampness , the wreck 
would probably never have occurred. 
4 KEYSTONE DUST-PROOF RAILROAD 
WATCH costs $43.00—the WRECK 
COST MANY THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 
These watches are for sale either for A L L CASH 
or in our Co-operative Clubs for O N E DOLLAR 
A W E E K . If we have no selling agent in your 
town, better write us at once for terms, &c. 

THE KEYSTONE WITCH CLUB CO., 
Main Office in Co.'* own building. 

yj04 Walnut St. Philadelphia. P«V 

ban You Get One Dollar Easier? 
We want to know exactly the value 
ol this advertising mi-ilium,and will ., 
pay you to tell us, as it may save us >?-
thousands. Mail a postal or letter «V 
givi;»j? name of this paper anc we will jj 
send you absolutely free, a rtctift 
fi*r One Dollar on account of one of 
our l i l t Keystone Dust-proof » s « K i 
Railroad Watches, and a hand- " 
Mime charm case-opener. You know our Keystone 
liust-proot Watches are the best, and we have selling 
agents almost everywhere. We want one in youi 
c»ty. We sell watches in our Co-operative clubs at 
the lowest cash prices for One Dollar a Week. 
THE KEYSTONE WATCH CLUB CO 

.tfufn (J£lc« in Vompuny'* Own RulMing, 
• 0 4 WALNUT ST. , •'HIC4DCLPHIA, PA 
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I.fg«. U of the Batruenay, Illustrated with full-page en­
gravings by Hamilton Gibson. 
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GLENN'S SULPHOR SOAP. 
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A D I V I N E CREATURE. 

In poetry and .song we are never without e n c h a n t ­
ing <le«crli»'IOIIM of some i l l vh i e c r e a t u r e who 
is the compeer of all in loveliness. Hut how impossible 
Is iUoimagine sue'n uilivmity without the requisite 
charm of 

A LOVELY COMPLEXION. 

Ami with what positive certainty a skin as falrjas a 

NEW-BLOWN ROSE 

Is sure to follow the use of 

GLENN'S SULPHUR SOAP. 
This most wonderful of a'l rut-liters removes evt-ry 

possible blemish from the face, and leaves the com­
plexion as fair as a 

HEAVEN-BORN LILY. 

For sale by all druygiats. Beware of Imitations. 

(i lenu'H 8 o n p w i l l be HOIK by m a i l H'or 3 0 
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IMMnAAWAMA 

SINGLE TAX ORGANIZATIONS. 
(Secretaries of clubs are requested to send any cor 

rectionH in the list, below, and all newly formed organ­
izations are tusked to report promptly, either to the 
Enrollment committee or The standard.) 

ARKANSAS. 
LITTLE ROCK.—Little Rock siuprle tax club. 

Every alternate Thursday evening, 717 Main 
st. Pros., Sol P. Clark; sec., O. D. Hemming, 
WtO Main st. 

CALIFORNIA. 
S A N FRANCISCO.— California single tax so­

ciety. Every Sunday evening, 909>£ Market 
s t Reading room open every evening, 841 
Market st. Pres., H. L. Pleaee; sec., Gr. A. 
Hubbell, lloo Mission st. 

SACHAMKNTO.—Single tax club of Sacra­
mento. Every Friday evening, Dr. Reed's 
ofilee, lilh and K sts. Pres., Dr. Thus. B. 
Reed; see.. C. W. Farnsvvortb, 1406 4th st. 

OAKLAND.—Single tax club No. 1 meets 
every Friday evening at St. Andrews hall, 
1(>50>£ Broadway. Pres., A. J. Gregg; s e c , 
W. H. Messenger. 

S A N DIEOO.—San Diego single tax county 
committee. Every Monday evening, 13910th 
st. Chairman. Geo. B. Whaley, box 1088. 

BLACK DIAMOND.—Contra Costa county sin­
gle tax committee. Jell'. A. Bailey, sec. 

COLORADO. 
DENVHKU.—Denver single tax association. 

Every Thursday evening, 1448 Lawrence st. 
Pres,, Andrew W. Elder; see., E. MeAuley, 
900 Holliday st. 

PUTOBLO.—Commonwealth single tax club. 
First and Fourth Thursdays at otllee of D. B. 
V. Reeve, Uuion av. Pros., D. B. V. Reeve; 
sec., J. W. Brentliugcr, Pueblo Smelting and 
Refining Co. 

GRAND JUNCTION —Mesa county single tax 
and ballot reform club. Pres., James W. 
Bucklin; vioe-pres., \V. A. Pollock; treas., 
Thos. B. Crawford; sec., Geo. Smith. 

CANYON CITY.—Single tax committee; s e c , 
Dr. Frank P. Blake. 

HAWKXHUKST.— Plateau Valley single tax 
club. Pres., John W. Hawkxhurst; s e c , E. 
H. Parkensou. 

CONNECTICUT. 
N K W H A V E N . — T a x reform club. Every 

Friday evening, room 11, 103 Orange st. 
Pres., Willard D. Warren; s e c , Alfred Smith, 
105 Day st. 

MEUIDEN.—Meriden single tax club. 3 p. 
m. every Sundav. Circle hall. Pres., Wm. 
Hawthorne; sec/VVm. Williss, P. O. box 1342. 

DAKOTA. 
STATE.—South Dakota siugle tax associa­

tion. Pres., Judge Levi McGee of Rapid 
City; s e c , W. E. Brokaw, box 140, Bristol. 

R A P I D CITY.—Black Hills single tax league. 
Last Saturday in each month, Library hall, 
Pres., Judge Levi McGee; s e c , Francis H. 
Clark. 

MADISON.—Lake county single tax club. 
Chairman, Prof. E. H. Evanson. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
WASHINGTON. — Washington siugle tax 

league; a lways open; regular meeting Friday 
eveutug, 009 F street, N. W. Pres., Paul T. 
Boweu; s e c , Wm. Geddes, M. D., 1719G st., 
N. VY\ 

FLORIDA. 
PENSACOLA.—Penhacola single tax club No. 

1. Tuesday evenings, K. of L. hall, comer of 
Zaragusa and Pa!atV>x sts. Pres., J. Davis 
Wolfe; s e c , James MeHugh. 

TAMPA.—Thomas G. Shearman single tax 
league. First Monday in each month, busi­
ness meeting; Sundays, public speaking. 
Pies. , C E. Atnsworth; vice pres., A. Gr. 
Baker; treas., H. R. Wells; s e c , John H. 
MeCormiek. 

GEORGIA. 
ATLANTA, Ga.—Atlanta single tax club No.' 

1. Pres., 1. M. Beath; s e c , J. Henley Smith, 
43 South Broad street. 

A U O U S T A . - - A u g u s t a single tax club. Every 
Friday evening, Hussar hall. Pres., Ed. 
Flur_\; sec. George Haines, care of Lotliu & 
Meyer. 

ILLINOIS. 
CHICAGO.—Single tax club No. 1. Every 

Thursday evening, club room 4, Grand Pacific 
hotel. Pres., Warren Worth Bailey; sec. T. 
W. Wittier, 420 Milwaukee ave. 

SPRINGFIELD.— Sangamon single tax club. 
i Pres., Joseph Farris; s e c , James H. MeCrea, 

0&J Black ave. 
JACKSONVILLE.—Morgan county single tax 

club. Pres., Col. Wm. Camm of Murray ville; 
s e c , Cbas. W. Alexauderof Jacksonville. 

SPAKTA.—Single tax committee. S e c , Wm 
R. Bailey. 

QUINCY.— Gem City ^ i tg le tax club. E v e r y 
Friday evening, Optra house building. P r e s , 
C. F. Perry; cor. sec ,Duke Schroer, 3*J7 S. 3d. 

INDIANA. 
STATE.—Iudiana single tax league. Pres., 

Henry Rawie, Anderson; vice-pres., L. P. 
Custer, Indianapolis; s e c , Thos. J. Hudson, 
155 Elm st., Indianapolis. State executive 
committee, Henry Rawie, Audersou; B. W. 
Williams, Vincenues; L. O. Bishop, Clinton; 
Dr. C. A. Kersey, Richmond; Chas. G. Ben­
nett, Evansvil le; Wm. Heury, Connersville; 
W. E. MeDermut, Ft. Wayne; T. J. Hudson, 
J. F. White, L. P. Custer, Indianapolis. 

CLINTON—Single tax club; Sunday after­
noons, 3 o'clock, Argus otllee. Pres., W. V. 
Wells; s e c , L. O. Bishop. 

FORT WAYNK.—Sing le tax club. Pros., W. 
E. MeDermutt; vice pres., J. M. Sshwers&gen; 
s e c , Henry Cohen. 

INDIANAPOLIH.—liidiauapolia single tax 
league. Every Tuesday evening, 8 p. m., Man 
sur hall, ». e. cor. Washington uud Alabama 
sts, Pres., h. V. Custer. 

EvANSviLLK.— Single tax association. Pres, , 
Edwin Walker; s e c , Charles G. Bennett. 

R I C H M O N D . - S i u g l e tax club. Pres., O. a 
Schneider, 105 Somh Third st.: s e c , M, 
llichie, 913 South A st, 

IOWA. 
BURLINGTON,— Burlington siugle tax ohlfc. 

First and third Wednesday of each mouth, 
313 Jefferson st. Pres., Richard Spencer; 
vice pres., Hubert Safely; see., Wilbur Mo-
seua, 9«0 Hedge ave. 

PKS MpiNKB.-Single tax einb, Pre*, H a 
Allison, box 4; sec, J, BallaiiKee, 

COUNCIL BWWB. -Council Bluffs single tax 
club; second and fourth Sunday of each 
mouth, 8,30 j>,w,.; 784 OxtMt. Jfre*,Cb** 
Stevenson; MO,, UKinnenxn, m WBrwrtwej 
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ALLKRTON.—Tax reform club. Every Thurs­
day evening, Vest's ball. Pres., A. J. Mor-
(fan: KPC, D D. Rhirlov. 

MASON CITY.—Single Lax committee; 1st. and 
3d evenings of each month at Dr. Osborne's 
office. Pros., J. A. Scrauton; sec , J. S. Mott. 

KANSAS. 
ABILENE.—Single tax nlnb. Pros., C. W. 

Brooks; vice-pres., H. Charters; sec., A. Lu 
Russel. 

GROVE HILL.—Grove Hill single tax club. 
Thursday evenings, Grove Hill school house, 
Lincoln township, Dickmau county. Prcs., 
E. Z. Butcher; sec , Andrew llcddick. 

LOUISIANA. 
N E W ORLEANS.—Louisiana single tax club. 

Second, third and fourth Thursdays of each 
month, a t 005 Canal st. Pres., John S. Wal­
ters, Maritime association; s ec , Geo. W. Rob­
erts, 355 Dryads st. 

MAINE. 
AUBURN.—Auburn singlp tax club. Satur­

day evenings, room 3, Phoenix block, Main 
St.; reading room opeu every evening. Pres., 
Win. G. Andrews; sec , H. G. Casey. 

LKWIHTON—Single tax committor. Kverr 
Wednesday evening, 79 Summer st. Chair­
man, F. D. Lyt'ord; s ec , Joseph Walsh, 79 
Summer st. 

MARYLAND. 
BALTIMORE.—Single tax league of Mary­

land. Every Thursday evening, 415 N. Eu-
taw st. Pres., Wm. J. Ogden; sec , J. W. 
Jones, 31 N. Caroline st. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
BOSTON.—Boston single tax league, Wells's 

memorial hall. Pres., Hamlin Garland; sec , 
Edwin M. White, 27 Pemnerton square. 

Neponset single tax league. Every Thurs­
day evcuing, 3S9><| Neponset ave., Boston. 
Sec , Q. A. Lothrop, 43 Walnut st. 

Dorchester single tax club. Every other 
Wednesday evening, Fuld's buiidiug, Fulo's 
Corner. Pres., Ed Frost; sec , John Lavis, 
13 Leonard st. 

Rnxbury single tax club. Pre«., Frank W. 
Mendum; sec , Henry C. Romaiue, 250 Rug-
gles st. 

STONEHAM.—Stoneham single tax league. 
Pres., Dr. W. Symington Brown, Stoneham. 

LYNN.—Lynn singly tax league. Pres., Wii-
lard W. Gray; sec , T. P. Perkins, 14 South 
Common st. 

WORCESTER. — Truth district single t a i 
league of Worcester. Friday evenings, Swe­
dish hall, 3'«J Front st. Pres., Thomas J. Hast­
ings; sec , Edwiu K. Page, Lake View, Wor­
cester. 

LAWRENCE. — Lawrence single tax club. 
Every Thursday evening, Col. J. P. Sweeney's 
offlco Pres., Col. John P. Sweeney; s ec , 
John J. Donovan, city clerk's olllcc. 

HYDE PARK —Single tax club. S e c , F. S. 
Childs, 40 Charles st. | 

ORANGE.—Single tax league of Orange. 
First Wednesday of each month, pres. and 
secretary's residence. Pres., H. W. Hum-
mond; sec , Charles G. Kidder. 

NKWBURYPORT.—Merritnac assembly. Sat­
urday evenings, 48 State st. Pies., Dennis F. 
Murphy; s ec , W. R. Whitmore, î>0 Merriuiac 
st. 

MALDKN.—Single tax club. Meetings fort­
nightly a t Deliberative hall, Pleasant st. 
Pres., Geo. W. Cox, Glenwood st.; sec. and 
treas., Edwiu T. Clark, 100 Tremout st. 

MICHIGAN. 
STURQIS.—Sturgis club of investigation. 

Every Tuesday evening, C. Jacob's justice 
court room. Pres., Rufus Spalding; sec , 
Thomas Hardiutr. 

MINNESOTA. 
MINNEAPOLIS. — Minneapolis single tax 

league, 502 First ave. s. Pres., C. J . Bueli; 
s ec , E. L. Ryder, editor Northwest Trade. 

ST. PAUL.—Pres . , H. C McCartcy; sec , R. 
C. Morgan, Northern Pacific railroad office. 

MISSOURI. 
ST. LOUIS.—St. Louis single tax league 

s. e. cor. Stu and Olive, meets every Tuesday 
evening Rooms opeu every evening. Pres., 
H. H. Hoffman; sec , J. W. Steele,2224 Walnut 
street. 

"Benton School of Social Science." Sat­
urday, 8 p. av, 6839 Waldemar ave., St. L-uis. 
Pres., Dr. Henry S. Chase;sec , Wm.C. Little. 

KANSAS CITY.— Kansas City single tax 
club. 3 p. m., ad and 4th Sundays of each 
month, and also 1st and 3d Tuesdays, Beacon 
Lodge hall, 1204-0 Waluut st. (cor. 12ih st.), 
third floor. Pres., Warren Wassen; sec , B. 
A. Birmingham, 10th and Woodland sts. 

HERMANN.—Single tax committee. Pres., 
R. H. HaseuriRer; s ec , Dr. H. A. Hibbard. 

NEBRASKA. 
OMAHA.—Omaha single tax club. Sunday 

afternoons, Gate City hall, cor. 13th and 
Douglas sts. Pres., Rufus A. Parker; sec , 
Cyrus F. Beckett, 411 N. 23d st. 

WYMORE.—Henry George single tax club. 
Pres., H. C. Jaynes; s e c , J. A. Hamm. 

NEW JERSEY. 
JERSEY CITY.—Standard single tax club. 

Public meeting every Sunday night a t Hum­
boldt hall, 186 Newark aw: business meetings 
©very other Friday evening at the Aveuue 
house, "Five Corners." Pres., E. N. Jackson, 
23 Magnolia av.; s e c , Joseph Dana Miller, 207 
Grove st-

NEWARK.—Newark single tax club. Pres., 
Herbert Boggs, 82 Broad st ; s ec , M. G. Gaff-
ney 43 Warren place. 

P ATE RSON.—Passaic Co. siugle tax club. 
Pres., E. W. Nellis; sec , John A. Craig, 193 
Hamburg ave. 

S. ORANGE.—S. Orange singlo tax club. 
Pres , E. H. AVallace; s ec , Henry Haase. 

VINELAND.— Vineland single tax aud ballot 
reform club. Pres., Rev. Adolph Roedor; 
eec , Wm. P. Nichols, box 924. 

JANVIER—Janvie r single tax aud ballot 
reform club. Alternate Thursday evenings, 
Janvier hall. Pres. W. J. Rice; s ec , Syduey 
B, Walsh. 

WASHINGTON.— Washington land and tax 
club. Pres., JoUu Morrison; s e c , W. H, 
Christine. 

BAYONNK.—Single tax committee. Chair­
man, Wm. B. DuBois. 

PASSAIC—Siugle tax committee of Passaic. 
J»res„ Oscar D, Wood. 

NEW YOHK, 
Niw YORK,—Manhattan single tax club, 

Thursdayi 8 p. in., business meeting; 8a*iir* 
dft?, I !»• B)i| Cart-tail campaign; Sunday, g 
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p. rn., lecture. Club rooms, 36 Clinton pi.; 
open every day from 6 p. m. to 12 p. m. 
Pres., W. H. Faulhaber; see., A. J. Steers. 

Harlem single tax club, room 3, 24? West 
125t.h st. Business meetiug every Tuesday, 
S M0 p. m. Whist, and social evpninjr pyprv 
Thursday. Pres., Eugene G. Muret; sec., 
Chas. H. Mitchell. 

The West Side single tax club. Every 
Thursday evening:, 490 Eighth ave. Pres.. 
Dr. David Wark; sec., Daniel Cavauaao, 3S7 
8th «v«». 

BROOKLYN.—Brooklyn single tax club. Club 
house, 50 Livingston st. Open every evening. 
Discussions Wednesday evenings. Business 
meetings Friday evenings. Lectures Sunday 
evenings. Pres., Geo. White; cor. sec , G. W. 
Thompson, 50 Livingston st. 

The Eastern District single tax club. 
Wednesday evening, Oriental hall, 310 Bed­
ford ave. Pres., John Britton; cor. s ec , 
Josoph McG-uinness, 215 Ross st. 

BUFFALO.—Tax reform club. Every Wednes­
day evening,Yox hall, cor. Watson and How­
ard sts. Pres., 8. C. Rogers; sec , H. B. Bud-
denburg, 824 Clinton st. 

ROCHESTER.—Rochester single tax union. 
Wednesday, 8 p. m.; Sunday, 3 p. m.; 80 Rey­
nold's Arcade. Pres., J. H. Bluntauh; sec , J. 
M. Campbell. 30 Charlotte st. 

ALBANY.—Single tax club. Tuesday even­
ing, 8 p. in., 68 Washington ave. Rooms open 
every evening. Pres., Alexander Gregory; 
cor. sec , James J. Muhoney, 2 Division st. 

SYRACUSE.—Single tax club of Ouondasra. 
20 Butler block. Pres., F.A. Paul; sec , H. R. 
Perrv, 149 South Cliutou st. 

PobonKEEi'siE.—Single tax club. Every 
Thursday evening, 8 p. m., 226 Union st. 
Pres., W. C. Albro; s e c , P. a Arnold. 

AUBUHN.—Single tax club. Mondays, 7.30 
p. m., College hall. Pres., Dan. Peacock; 
s ec , H. W. Benedict, 6 Morris st. 

ELLKNVILLK.— Single tax club of Ellenville. 
First and third Monday of each month, Canal 
st., over E. Bevier's drug store. Pres., Wm. 
Lambert; s ec , Benj. Hull, 

FLUSHING.—Single tax club. Pres., D. C. 
Beard; s ec , Fred Sheffield. 

N E W BRIGHTON, S. 1.—Richmond couuty 
single tax club. Pres., J. S. Cogau; sec , A. 
B. Stoddard. 

NORTHI'ORT.—Single tax committee. Sec , 
J. K. Rudyard. 

OWEGO.—Single tax committee. Sec ,Perry 
Hyde. 

TROY.—Single tax club. Meetings weekly 
at 570 River st. Temporary pres., Henry 
Sterling; tern, sec , Frank H. King. 

CoiiOKB.—Single tax committee. Pres., P. 
C, Dundurant; sec , J. S. Crane 128 Ontario st. 

GLOVERSVILLK.— Single tax committee. 
Chairman, A. P. Sladc; sec , Dr. Win. C 
Wood, 30 S. Muinst. 

SCHUYLEIISVILLK.—Sehuylersville single tux 
club. Every Friday evening, re; idence of J, 
H. Bullard, Pres., J, II. Ballard; vice pres., 
John McMurray; treas., Thomas E. Bullard; 
sec , R. S. Wells. 

JAMESTOWN.—Single tax c'.nb of James­
town, Last Saturday evening of each month, 
pres., Adam Sumner; s ec , F. U. Anderson, 
300 Barrett st. 

YON KERB.—The Jefferson club, 85 Main st. 
Always open. Business meetiug every Tues­
day evening a t 7.45. 

OHIO, 
BTATE.—Ohio Binglt tax ltague. i t a t t t * 

ecutive board: Chairman, C. S. Walker, foot 
of Evans st., Cincinnati; vice chairman, L. E. 
Siemon, 7 Greenwood st., Cleveland; treas., 
W. W. Kile, £3 E. 5th st., Dayton; sec , Edw. 
L. Hyneman, room 3, 348>£ S. High St., Col­
umbus. 

CLRVTCLANT).—Cleveland single tax elub 
Every Wednesday eveniug, 8 p. m.. 144 On­
tario st., room 10. Pres., Tom L. Johnson; 
sec., C. H. Nau, room 25, Standard block. 

CINCINNATI —Cincinnati single tax club. 
Every Sunday afternoon i»t Douglass Castle 
Hall. nor. fith and W a l n u t sts. Pres . , Dfvirl 
De Beck, M.D., 139 W. 9th st.; vice-pres., Jas. 
E. Jennings, 210 Main st.; sec , Wm. C. Wulff, 
272 Vine st.; treas., Jos. L. Schraer, New­
port, Ky. 

COLUMBUS.—Central single tax club. Sec , 
Edw. L. Hyneman, 348>£ S. High st. 

TIFKFN—Single tax committee. S e c , Dr. 
H. F. Barnes. 

HAMILTON —Hamilton single tax club. 
Every Saturday evening at 314 High st. 
Pi'"'1.. Howard Rich; sec , Ambrose Strang, 
742 E Dayton st. 

GALION.— Gallon single tax club. Every 
Monday evening, residence of P. J. Snay. 103 
S. Union st. Pres., P. J. Snay; treas., 'Ettie 
A. Snay; sec , Maud E. Snay.* 

ZANKSVILLE.—Ceutral single tax club. 
Pies., C. A. Potwin; sec , W. H. Loughead, 
47 Van Buren st. 

DAYTON —Free land club. Prcs., John 
Birch; Sec , W. W. Kile; 108 E. 5th st. 

AKRON.—Akron single tax club. Pres, Jno. 
MeBride: sec , Sam Rodgers. 

MIAMISBURO.—Laud and labor association 
of Miatnisburg. Pres., C. F. Beall; s ec , J. F. 
Beals. 

MANSFIELD.—Mansfield single tax club. 
Pres., Dr. T. J. Bristor; sec , W. J. Huggins, 
60 W. 1st st. 

TOLEDO.—Single tax club No. 1 meets a t 
112 Summit st. every Sunday at 10 a. m. 
Pres., A. R. Wynn; s ec , J. P. Travers. 

YOUNGSTOWN.—Every Thursday evening, 
Ivorites hall. Pres., Billy Rudcliffe; s ec , A. 
C. Hughes, 6 S. Market st. 

OREGON. 
PORTLAND.—Portland ballot reform and 

single tax club. 2d aud 4th Thursdays of 
each month, Grand Army hall. Pres.,*R. H. 
Thompsou; sec , S. B. Riggen, 48 Stark st. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
PHILADELPHIA.—Henry George club. Every 

Thursday, 8 p.m., 904 Waluut st. Cor. sec , A. 
H. Stephenson, 214 Chestnut st.; r e c sue, O, 
F. Roller, 248 South Tenth st. 

Kensingtou single tax club. Every Tues­
day evening, 8 p.m., 2021 Frankford ave., 
Philadelphia. Pres., James Wright ;sec, Jno. 
Moore, 2188 E. Huntingdon st. 

PITTSBURG.—Pittsburg single tax club. 1st, 
3d aud 5th Sundays at 2:30 p.m., Union vet­
eran legion hail, 77 Sixth ave. Pies., Ed­
mund Yardley; s e c . Mark F. Roberts, 147 
&Hh st., S. S. 

BRADFORD—Single tax club, St. James 
place, Open every evening, Meetings 
Wednesday evening and Suuday afternoon 
a t 3 p, m. Pres., Phil. D. Tuugney; sec , J, G\ 
De Forist, 

REAPING.—Reading single tax society. 
Monday evenings, 402>£ Peun st. Pres-, C, S, 
Prizer; cor- «ec, Grant Nug>, 208 S. Third st. 

BBWB.—Erie tai reform league, Pres,, W. 
Q, IfoKfftn; «ee,, J, L, Batwovk. 

EDWARDSVILLE.—Jefferson ballot reform 
and single tax club. First Friday of each 
month. Pres., J. J. Smythe, M. D.; s e c , J . 
P. Hammond. 

LEBANON.—Lebanon single tax and land 
club. Pres., Adam Behny; s e c , J. G. Zimmer­
man, 111 N. Fourteenth st. 

SCRANTON.—Henry George single tax club. 
1st and 3d Friday evenings of each month, 
Noake's hall, cor. Franklin ave. and Spruce 
st. Pres., Duncan Wright; s ec , Arthur Mc-
Oe<\ 014 Cauouse nve . 

SHENANDOAH.—Single tax club. Sundays, 
3 p.m., 415 W. Coal st. Pres., Morris Marsh; 
sec , Thomas G. Potts. 

U P P E R LEHIGH.—Single tax committee. 
P«*<«s., J It ( ' J U T ; soe. . (Iwrifv MeGee. 

JOHNSTOWN, Pa.—Henry George club. Mretl 
every Monday evening for public discussion. 
Pres A. J. Moxham; s ec , Richard Eyre. 

POTTSTOWN.—Single tax elub. Meetings lsi 
and 3d Friday evenings each month in Weitz* 
enkorn's hall. Pres., D. L. Haws; viee-pres. 
G . J . Latl'erty; r e c s ec , H. H. Johuson, 5HC 
Walnut st. 

RHODE ISLAND. 
PROVIDENCE.—Single tax association u< 

Rhode Island. A'ternate Fridav evenings 
room 22, Slade building, cor. Washington an* 
Eddy sts. Pres., Dr. Win. Barker; sec , Getf 
D. Liddell, 145 Transit st. 

PAWTUCKET.— Single tax association. Ev ' r j 
Wednesday evening, Main st. Pros., Edf 
ward Barker; sec , Edgar Faruell, 220 Min 
eral Spring ave. 

TENNESSEE. 
MEMPHIS.—Memphis single tax association. 

Sundays, 4.30 p. m., Luehrman's hotel. Pres. , 
Dr. T. J. Crofford; sec , M. H. McDowell, 
care of TownsenU, Cowie & Co. 

TEXAS. 
STATE.—Texas tax reform association. 

Pres., H. F. Riug, Houston; sea., J. B. Coch­
ran. 

E L PASO.—El Paso tariff reform club, lgt 
and 3d Saturdays of each month, county court 
room, court house. Pres., G. E. Hubbard; 
sec , A. W. Thomas. 

HOUSTON.—Single tax committee. Pres., 
H. F. Ring; s ec , E. W. Brown, care of Ger-
mania house. 

SAN ANTONIO.—Single tax club. Meets first 
aud third Thursday in each mouth. Pres.,Geo* 
Marks; sec , Theo. Kun/.manii, 11 Crockett st. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 
PARKERRBURGH.—Single tax league. Rverv 

Saturday night, 500 Market st. Pres., W. P. 
Thayer; s ec , VV. Curry. 

r n i l K MANHATTAN * | N ( . | . K T 4 X < I.DB, 
X >". -W chiiiou iiliice, Kiiihilt mrei't, New York. 

All sliigl«! lax men vlxitiiit,' Niw York are oorilUUly 
iiiviteU lu uiiili*! our rooms Unur hwulciuarUTH while in 
town, 

The rooms are open every evening from H\X to n0<i' 
ni^'ht, auU from twelve o'clock noon to iniunight on 
Bu inlays. 

Lectured on economic subjects of interest to every 
citizen, every Sunday evening, ami once during each 
month throughuut the season, on a weeleday evening, 

Any information us to tin- club, its leciureu, work 
ami ol)jects ct»n he hail on application to the hccietary 

A. .1- NTl'.KKs !«» Vtssmi st v y , ' 

VlfKAUV UK U I K I t K IIOLTINK, I U l . 
> > sin: emi'luym nt Where, u4uc»ti,i., aUm-*.-,*,, 

character ongluu uleiu, inns ut> and li ernrv i hU tv 
will Una recognition, Would ueUght iu *i y worit tor 
the advancement of KUCIBIV, ''. O OWr.fi, enre* 
<j[NwB * Wwmou, ii.i AOtiaMe il.,SMt, ToreMo, 
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STIMULATING" UNCLE SAM. 
(Preparing for the great light for the championship of the carrying trade of the world.) 

GLADSTONE— Never fear, John; you are more than a match for him so long as he keeps 
his strong limbs shackled! 

N E W P U B L I C A T I O N S . 

HENRY GEORGES WORKS 
IN FINE BINDINGS. 

Half Calf or Half Morocco: 
Progress and Poverty l'J.50 
Modal Problems 4.30 
Protection or Free Trade 3.00 
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Address, T H E S T A N D A R D , 
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VOLUME FIVE OF THE STANDARD. 
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A 8 BOIUat of the oack numbers of THK STAND­
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of tracts In exchange for any of the following 
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NEW ENGLAND 
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J o u r n a l In t h e C o u n t r y . 
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column", ufforclH the best weekly newspaper and 
family journal combined in ttie country. It is ably 
auC carefully edited. In addition to a full review of 
tbe news every week, it furnishes a vast amount of 
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O N L Y # 1 A Y K A U , 
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New subscribers lor a year now will re­
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Address THK HEPUUUOAN, Springlleld, Mans. 

PROF. LOISETTE'S 

MEMORY 
DISCOVERY AND TRAINING METHOD. 

lu spite of adulterated imitations winch miss the 
theory , aud practical result* of the Original; in spite 
hit the grossest i i i lsrepieseutai ions by envious would* 
b e competitors, and in spite of ''babe at tempts to rob*' 
ulin of the fruit of his labors (all of which demonstrate 
the undoubted superiority and popularity of his icatii< 
lllg), Prof, l iolsetle's Art of Never Forgetting is reeog. 
llhtcd to-day in both Hemisphere* a> marking an Epoch 
III Memory Culture. His 1'rospectus (sunt pu>t fre ) 
g ives opinion* of people in all parts of the globe who 
have actually studied his System b y e rrespondence, 
showing that his System is uaecj only while beiny sf u<|-
i$4t Hufafterwunh; that any book vun be IturntU in 
u tiagto reading, winUwumietiHy oureti, etc, Fur 
Prospectus, Terms aud 'Jeutlmonials address 
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2, Australian System. Louis F. Post. 4 pa?es. 
X First Principles. Henry George. 4 pages. 
4. The Right to the Use of the Earth. Herbert Bpen 
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If pages. 
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11 The Case Plainly Stated. H F. Ring. 8 pages. 
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14. Objection* to the .Land Tax, Thos. U. Shearman. 
IsTLand Taxation. A Conversation Between David 
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18. Thy Kingdom Come. Henry George, 4 pages. 
19. The Functions of Government. Henry George. 8 
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Tbe following numbers of the "Land and Labor Li­
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ft. Settler's Nightmare. Louis F. Post . 4 pages. 

10. Mysterious Disappearance. Lewis Freeland. ft pp. 
13. Bailors' Snug Harbor and tbe Randall Farm. W. f . 
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18. It Is she Law of Christ. Rev. n. l i . Spencer. 4 pp. 
31. Christianity and Poverty. Father Huntington 4 up. 
33. Socialism—Its Truth and Its Error. Henry George. 
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SL Ten Thoughu for Christian Thinkers. Rev. Jobs VV. 
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«1 First Principles. Henry George. « pages. 
4* Boclausm—Its Truth and Its Error. Heary Geo rge. 
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52 Tne Case Plainly Stated. H. F. Ring. 8 pages, 
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87. Protection at a Universal Need. Hcury George, 
ft*. TbeTariff Question. Henry George. 
tt. American protection and British 

Henrv George, ft pages. 
at. Protection and Wages. Unary George, 8 pages. 
71 Protection tbe Friend of Labor? Thomas a. Uaaa r 
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7a A snort Tariff History. Thomas G. Sbearman. 2 
7a Putin Talk to Protectionists, Thomas G. Shearman. 
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"Paris 
Exposition, 

1889. 
x C c l X S obtained the only gold medal 

awarded solely for toilet S O A P in competi­
tion with all the world. Highest possible 
distinction? 

HENRY GEORGE & CO.. PUBLISHERS, 
N O . Vi, I N I O X S Q U A R E . 

PROGRESS AND POVERTY. 

An inquiry into the cause of industrial depression 
and of increase of \viuu witn increase of wealth. The 
remedy. 

Uy 11KNRY UKOHUK. 
512 pages. Cloth, 8l,(>'. Paper i-uvt-is, :S5 cents. Hall' 

calf or half moroivo f3.50. 

SOCIAL PROBLEMS, 

Hy HENRY GKOUUb1. 
y-12 p:u:es. Cloth, • l .na Paper covers, :i> cents. Hair 

ealf or half morocco, $3.50. 

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE? 

An examination or the Uulfl question with especial 
regard to the interests of labor. 

My HENRY UEoKCiK. 
Cloth. SI fi'i. Paper rovers, :;."> 1.•nts. Hair ealf ur 

hall' uiorucei), |:;.tiu. 

THE LAND QUESTION. 

What It involves and how al ne it ran he settled 
Uy HENRY UEoROE. 

87 luges . Paper covers, 20 rents . 

PROPERTY IN LAND. 
A Fassage-at-Arins Hetween the Duke of Argyll and 

Henry Georjre. 
77 pa^'es. Paper covers, 15 cents. 

FORTSCHRITT UND ARMUTH. 
(Progress and Poverty in German). 
Translation of C. D. F. Gutscbow. 
430 payes. Paper coves-.;. 35 cents . 

PR06RES ET PAUVRETE. 
(Progress and Poverty in French). 
Translation of P. 1,. LeMonuler. 
543 paires. Paper covers, $3.75. 

PROTECTION 0U LIBRE-ECHANGE? 
(Protection or Free Trade '( in French). 

Tran.-latlon of Louis Vosslon. 
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PR0GRESS0 E P0VERTA. 
(Progress ami Poverty in Italian). 
Translation of Ludovico Euseblo. 

!i53 pages. Paper covers, f 3 50. 
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George. Utno, cloth Price fi.00. 
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FR E E L A M ) AKI> F R E E T R A I I E . - T H S 
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Uy FREDERICK UASUAT. I2mo, cloth, tl.SS. United States , by Hon. SAMUELS. COX. 8vo, paper, 
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SO P H [ S M S O F P R O T E C T I O N 
preface by Horace White. 

UASTIAT. ttmo, c l o i h . t l . i 0 . 

WITH 
Ry FREDERICK 

H I S T O R Y O F P O L I T I C A L E C O N O M Y 
IN EUROPE.-U.V JEROJ1E ADOLPHh ULAN-

UbL. 8vo, cloth, |3.00. 

TH E T A R I F F H I S T O R Y O F T H E 
UNITED 8TATES.~Containir g "Protection to 
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#1.00, 
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HANDY BINDERS 
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Importers, Exporters and Manufacturing Chemists, 

SNOW HILL BUILDINGS, LONDON, E. C, 
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