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OUTLINE  7-27-64
URBAN SITE-CAPABILITY AS A TAX BASE

Introduction and credits

I. Milwaukee Gunty as a proving-ground
A. Representative Trends and Problems
B. Idiosyncracies
Ce hjér land and tax problems
1. Underutilized capability of land
2. Spatial disintegration
a. Outer
be Inner
c. General impersanc® of intensive uses to command best central site
d. Public and social costs of urban disintegration
(1) Costs that increase with area

(a) Land treatment MMZ:;" o AHats)

’L Ao M
Flood control; drainage; lighting; snow removalj;
forestry and elm blight control; removal of land
itself from recreation, mining, agriculture, etc.:
street maintenance, since streets comprise 20% of

urban am) et ﬁv’llc‘n} ovel 7\4“67,' w«,d,,f.uz, (2 ‘44},&.:
(b) Idle land itself, its unrealized income

Method of arriving at agsgregate value: partial cobweb
diagram

(¢) Urban circulation: high cost and low quality of
transportation and utilities

i. Longer lines required by expansion of perimeter
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= GOVERNMENT
@il | OF
% | WESTERN

TOWN PLANNING DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA

22 ST. GEORGE'S TERRACE PERTH 6000 W.A. TELEPHONE 212631

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Perry I, Prentice Esq.

Vice President

Time Ince

Rockefeller Center

NEW YORK N.Y. 10020 U.S.A.

Dear Mr., Prentice,

When I arranged for a copy of our reprint of the celebrated 'House and Home'
issue of August 1960 té be sent to Professor Mason Gaffney I didn't know that
you, in Professor Gaffney's words, had been the 'senior author'.

In a separate envelope I have sent to you a copy of the reprint together
with a copy of the first part of our subsequent interdepartmental report on
the price of land. With them are copies of some newspaper reports on the

report's early reception.

The helpful Senior Editor of 'House and Home', Mr., James P. Gallagher, was
a pleasant collaborator in the production of the reprint. Copies of it were
sent to him,

With this letter is a copy of my letter to Professor Gaffney.
Yours sincerely,

D.P. CARTWRIGHT

SENIOR PLANNING OFFICER (EXECUTIVE)

DPC :LB

20,3.68




V.G. Peterson Esqe

Executive Secretary

Robert Schalkenbach Foundation
50 East 69th Street

NEW YORK N.Y 10021 U.S.A

Dear Mr. Peterson,

Maxw thanks far your letter of the 9th February 1968, I admired your phrase
Ystiriving towards certain tax reforma’'s The path is not easy; but the goal
makes the strif'e worth while.

In a separate igw_ooe is a copy of the first part of our report on the
price of land. { The recommendations in it are assuming something of a central

role in the electioneering that is going on for the State (Provincial) Parlia~-

ments The Labowr opposition has endorsed most of the recommendations = .
including betterment = but the Liberal (conservative) Government is being ' .
coy about thems All as expected. \

I'm keeping the clippings of press comments on the reception of the report
and on the poditicians' pronouncements about the recomnendatlons in it. An
interesting socio-political study should emerge. If you're interested I'll
gend you copies.

We'll discover what to be done when the election is over. Polling will take
place on the 23rd March 1968 I'1l let you know.

Incidentally, my experience in several continents is that rating on U.C.V.
 just doesn't produce results unless:

(a) the valuation is close to the true market-valuej

(b) the tax is comparatively high; and

(¢) re-valuations are made religiously at not more than three-year intervals.

'a: U.C.V. hasn't worked all that well in Australia = if it had we wouldn't be
experiencing quite such a land=-speculation problem in Western Australia - and

when I was in Canada I was told tnat it wasn't doing too well there either.

~ 0On the other hand Johannesburg in South Africa = my natal place = has been

| singularly free of speculation in land. U,C.V. rating works there because

all three prerequisites are carried out. It Jjust doesn't pay to hold land

- the purchase price and the holding costs mount up to a figure that is not
profitably less than a delayed-sellingsprice.

Yours sincerely,

)‘c,o«sr (D-Ead T

D.P. CARTWRIGHT
SENIOR PLANNING OFFICER (EXECUTIVE)

DPC:LB

20,3.68
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