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POLITICAL AND SOCIAL.

A number of my correspondents speak
with something like irritation of the de-
fection of workingmen from the united
labor party, as shown by the great reduc-
tion in the vote in New York city this
year as compared with the vote cast for
me last year. In this they are unreasona-
ble. Notmerely was therea greatdifference
between the campaign of last year and the
campaign of this year with regard to the
prospects of election, and not only were
there strong special causes at work to cut
down our vote, but the lessening of the
fabor vote is general over the country. In
New York city the united labor party lost
largely, but still polled a respectable vote,
and has vet an organization strong, deter-
mined and aggressive. In the west, how-
ever, the union labor party has goue to
smash.

Further than this, as was said over and
over again during the campaign, the
united labor party is not a “labor™ party,
in the ordinary meaning of the term. It
has no more claim on the votes of the
wage workers, organized or unorganized,
than onthose of the farmers or any other
class of people. It presents to the voter
clear cut principles, and aims at defi-
nite measures. It cannot expect a
vote of mere sentiment; nor, if at
any time it may attract such a vote,
can it have anv security in its continu-
ance. It can only expect to get the votes
of wage workers as it gets the votes of
farmers, or clerks, or clergymen, or store
keepers—that is to say, as it convinces
men of the justice of its principles and
the good results that will follow carry-
ing them out.

The appreciation of these facts by the men
who stand by the principles set forth in

the Syracuse platform manifests itseif in a

very general demand for a change of the
party name. The feeling seems to be that
the name united labor is good enough in
itself, but that while it has mno special
strength, itdoes lead to misconceptions, and
needicssly arouses prejudice by confusing a
movement which aims at benefiting the
whole people with movements which
have aimed at nothing but small and tem-
porary palliatives for class grievances.
Ameng the names which have been pro-
posed I am inclined to think that that
adopted by the first organization on our

principles ever made iu this city, and

which our friends in St. Louis seem espe-
cally to favor—that of “free soil”—is pro-

“bably the best. It is expressive of our

main purpose, and it has the advantage of
having been used before in American poli-
tics by men who bave left clean and honora-

letraditions. However, all this will settle
itself in time. The party itself—the party
which aims at the restoration of ail their

-heritage to all the American people—

whether it shall be called the united labdr
party, or anti-poverty party, or common-
wealth party, or free soil party, is here to
stay till its work is done.

A more important subject for considera-
tion is what should be the policy of the
party as to running candidates next year.
This calls for a good deal of careful
thought, but we need as yet be in no haste
to come to a decision. What that de-

- cision finally will be will largely depend
' upon circumstances.

In these columns last week Mr. W, T.

Croasdaie declared his impression against

running a presidential ticket, and in this
issue Louis F. Post takes the same ground.
Thais is the view which is at the present time
taken by some of our most earaest men; but,
on the other hand, I am inclined to the opin-
ion that the majority of our friends, es-

- pecially at the west, are in favor of voting

steadily for principle, without regard
to resultss. And for my part, I cer-
tainly do not share Mr. Croasdale’s horror
of the pit in which he seems to think the
dogged policy of the prohibitionists has
landed them.

The trouble with the prohibitionists, it
seems to me, is not their policy, but their
principle. They have not only kept their
cause alive and maintained a constant prop-

~ agauda by their policy of putting up a

ticket no matter how hopeless the outlook,
but first here and then there they have
brought prohibition into practical issue,
and one after another have carried a num-
ber of states. Had the prohibitionist party
been based upon a principle as broad, as
practicable and as enduring as that on
wh.ch we stand, the loca! successes they
have already gained would ere this
have enabled them to sweep the Union.

.But unfortunately for them the pro-

Libitionists win a state and enact pro-
hibitive laws only to find that prohibition
does not prevent.

Ail that we who are in these early
days rallying recund the cross of the
Bew crusade care for in politics is the
opportunities political action gives for
missionary work. The wheole question of

our policy resolves itself into a question of
how we can work with most effect to
stimulate the discussion of our principles
and hasten the recognition by the masses
of the beneficence of our aims.
e 4
THr STANDARD has received several re-
Quests for blanks for petitions in favor of
the Australian system of voting. We are
baving some printed and will be ready
next week to send them to such of our
iriends throughout the state as will take
an interest in having them signed. There
is 10 single reform in the mechanism of
owr politics that will do so much good as-

this, and it ought to have the earnest sup-
port of all who desire honest government,
no matter how they may differ in other
respects.

Yet no matter how much the adoption
of the Australian system may do for the
prevention of bribery and intimidation.
and for the lessening of the political power
of rings and machirtes, the primary cause
of political corruption lies deeper than
this.

Republican government is breaking down
in the United States, not merely because of
defects in our political methods—though
these defects hasten the break down and
make far more difficult the application of
any radical cure—but because the coudi-
tions of our people are steadily becoming
incompatible with republican governmect
in anything more than name.

Read the Thanksgiving reports which
during the past week have takea so much
space in our daily papers. Mrs. Astor din-
ing ber friends off a table service of
solid gold, and passing around, amid the
sparkie of diamouds, the golden loving cup;
pale-faced women holding puny boys by
the hand, trampled down in the mob of
them that surrounded the store of the
Bowery clothing firm  who offered,
by way of Thanksgiving presents, a
thousand boys’ overcoats for twenty-five
cents each; Secretary Whitney, acting
the benevolent employer to all the clerks
in the navy department; and the tables
spread and the baskets sentinall our cities
for the thousands of American citizens,
their wives and their children, or their
widows and their orphans, who otherwise,
the presumption is, would not even on
Thanksgiving day get a good meal.

Read William McCabe's story of a Thanks-
giving day on another page. Think for a
moment of any one of the many items to
be seen day after day in the columns of
our daily papers, any onc of which, in the
hands of & writer who should not embel-
lish but simply wividly present, would
bring tears to the eyves of whomevershouid
read. Republican government worthy of
the name must, in a society that presents
such appalling contrasts, soon become im-
possible.

A *glorious victory” was won at the
polls on election day, according to the Suz,
and a man was chosen district attorney by
an overwhelming majority whose record,
as shown up during the campaign,
would have prevented his appointment
to even a minor place in the most *‘effete”
of European monarchies, excepling, per-
haps, in Russia. But Le had the indorse-
ment of Mayor Hewitt and President
Cleveland.

Jake Sharp has now got a new trial and
the ‘““boodlers” will ere long be back from
Canada. In the meantime, however,
Herr Most has been convicted.

Ex-Superintendent of Police Walling has
written a book. It has not a gleam of
partisan purpose or a thought of social
philoscphy. It is merely a record of such
thrilling and interesting reminiscences as
long service in such a place enable a man
to tell, and is a3 mine of wealth for the
writers of ‘“‘detective stories.”

Yet here is something from it, that the
ex-superintendent of police says incident-
ally and in a matter of fact way, that is
a great deal more than interesting

The city of New York is actually ruled by
some twenty thousand officeholders, most of
whom are taken from and controlled by the
very worst element in the commuuity.

Our judiciary and prosecutmg officers are
elected and controlled in a great measure by
the very elemonts they are called upon to
punish and keep in check.

Although, of course, all things are possible,
yet I would not count among probable contia-
geucies, under the present system of govern-
ment in New York, the hanging of any one of
its millionaires, no matter how unprovoked or
premeditated the murder he might have com-
mitted.

e e ———

General Master Workman Powderly
prints in the Journal of United Labor. the
official organ of the order, the first of a
series of letters which he asks to have
read in every assembly at two meetings.
To these two meetings he wants members
summoiled by “‘red-letter” calls, that being

the summons which they are obligated to .

obey. Whether this device for securing
the wide reading of these letters will prove
as eflicacious as their issue in the form of
¢‘secret circulars” remains to be seen. But
as for the letters themselves, or rather the
first installment of them, it may be said
that Mr. Powderly’s iaudation of himself
and the work which he takes credit to the
order under his management for having ac-
complished, is not merely well written, but
even poetical. Take for example this:

I felt, when, with Robert Schilling, I asked
at the first session of the grand assembly that
the preamble and declaration of prinesples of
the Industrial brotherhood of the United
States be adopted by the Kuights of Laoor
that the world would soon see and hear of
the establishment of labor bureaus in all the
states; and it was no dreawm, for to-day tiey
are doing their work throughout the entire
country, and the prospects are that the na-
tional bureau at Washington will soon give
way to a departmeunt. 'l‘bo lands of the na-
tion and of the whole coutinent were being
rapidly absorbed by speculators more raven-
ous and greedy than the landlord who
drove the tenant farmer from the old
worid because he could not pay the rent.
Take a look at the tield to-day and you will
see public officials, legislators, heads of de-
partmeants, senators, and the president him-
self stretching forth their haunds to save the

heritage of the people.

It is difficult to say over which spectacle
the knights summoned by red-letter call
ought to enthuse the most—that of a weary
and waiting world- hailicg the establish-

ment of state bureaus of labor statistics
and the prospect of the national bureau
at Washington “giving way” to a depart-
ment; or that of the whole government,
from president to department clerks,
stretching forth their hands to save *‘the
heritage of the people,” and, by way of

prelinunary, getting rid of Commissioner
Sparks. Whom they are saving this heri-.

tage for, or how the saving of wkat is left
in the far west of the *people’s heritage”
for one set of men rather than another, is
going to benefit the miners of the Lehigh
region or the tenement dwellers of New
York city, Mr, Powderly does not stop
to explair.

But it is in the part of his leiter that
some of the newspapers style in their head-
lines a ““refutation of the George theory”
that Mr. Powderly shows himself most
puzzle-headed. He says:

To-day in every town and hamlet the land
question is being studied, and tbe simple
proposition of the Knights of Labor stands
up in giant formm before cevery man and wo-
man who toils or feeis an interest in the
country we inhabt. Theories are advanced,
which in themselves sound very nice as to the
ownership of all land ba the people in com-
mon. Before thav object can be attained the
people must learn to think “in common.”
It must first be demounstrated that the
idea is practicabie. I once believed that the
people could own and till the soil in common.
I did not believe that it was right for an indi-
vidual to hold absolute owaership of the soil.
To-day I know that an individual cannot bold
absolute title to the soil if the interests of the
people “‘in common” require that it should be
otherwise.

I no longer believe that the people “in com-
mon” can till the soil and own it in common.
First, because they do not think *“in com-
mpon;” second, because the people are only
peopie and not angels. In other words, the
peopic are not good enough yet to discard the
native selfishuess which was born in them.
We must take men and women as we find
them. As we tind men and women to-day,
they are selfish and grasping. Each one bas
a desire to own and control a heme of his
own, and my efforts will be put forth to the
end that each man who wishes to may own
his own home. If every man owned his own
home, labor would be more appreciated than
it is; the desire to reduce the hours of labor
would be greuter, for every mun would bave
a place ou which to expend his spare mo-
meants.

In the beginning of his letter, Mr. Pow-
derly says that when he assumed the
duties of his position he had no knowl-
edge of the science of the labor question.
Judging from this letter he has since
that time “‘progressed backward.” In 1879
he was at least uwarc of his own ignorance.

There is a sublimity of confusion in all
this that recalls nothing so much as Archi-
bishop Corrigaa’s pastoral of last fall
But even Archbishop Corrigan could have
furnished Mr. Powderly with a better ar-
gument against the socialistic notion which
he says he once held, than the assertion
that only angels can own and till land in
common. To say nothing of the history
of past times, any Jesuit or Trappist or
Carmelite can tell Mr. Powderly of land
owned and tilled in common by people
who, whatever their hopes for the future,
have not yet beconie angels.

Mr. Powderiy's pious condonation of
the “native selfishness” which induces men
and women to want to own and control
homes of their own, shows, however, the
goodness of his heart. His condescension
to this selfish and grasping spirit, which in
his queer philosophy seems to be one of the
things that distinguish men from angels,
not merely goes so far as to lead him to de-
clare that his efforts will be put forth to
the end that each man who wishes may
own his own home, but even leads him to
point out some advantages that will result
from this concession-to unangelic selfish-
ness and greed. The general master work-
man of the Knights of Labor is, it is said,
so far giving way to his own ‘‘native self-
ishness” as to be building for himself a new
house in Scranton. But when he gets to
heaven he evidently expects to board.

Mr. Powderly says that he proposes to
keep on writing letters “‘until I shall have
reached a point where I can ask that a
popular vote of the order be taken on some
questions that will be propounded by me.”
What the questions are that are to be thus
propounded, or why they cannot be pro-
pounded at once, or how Mr. Powderly is
going to know when the point has been
reached, are matters left to the imagination
of the reader; but judging from lis as-
sertion that ¢the one idea on which all men
can unite is that the land should be kept
free from sharks, speculators, knaves and
land grabbers, native, naturalized, or

alien,” it may be presumed that what Mr. .

Powerly has most in mind is the reserva-
tion of what is left of our public domam
to ‘‘actual settlers.”

It is a pity that Mr. Powderly has not

"done a little less writing and a little more

thinking., His position has given him an
unrivaled opportunity to call the attention
of millions of men already conscious of
deep social injustice to the true causes of
the evils they feel and to the simple
remedy which alone will relieve them. He
seems to have a vague consciousness that
the land question lies at the bottom of the
dificulty, and has occasionally recom-
mended its study to the order. But
his own treatment of the subject has
been timid to the last degree. Last spring
he recommended that at all the Fourth of
July ceiebrations held by the order the
land question should be made the subject
of discussion, and this recommendation

- called forth a number of most thoughtful

and instructive addresses, among which
may be mentioned that delivered in
Houston, Texas, by H. F. Ring, with
which ' the -readers of THE STANDARD

are familiar, and of which there have
been already issucd from this office
in various languages some hundreds
of thousands of copies in tract form. But
after making this recommendation, Mr.
Powderly himseif, in the Fourth of July
speech which he delivered in Scranton,
took occasion to ‘“draw ared herring across
the trail,” as the expressive Irish phrase
goes, by making a pronunciamento in
favor of restricting immigration. And up
to this time he has had nothing better
to offer on the land question than
the advocacy of the reseration of
public lands to actual settlers, in seem-
ing unconsciousness of the fact that
the public lands available for settlement
are even pow practically all gone, and of
the further Tact that the reservation of
land for actual settlers would do no more
to settle the labor question than would
the distribution of the estates of Irish
landiords among Irish tenant farmers.

At the recent general assembly of the
order in Mioneapolis another red herring
was drawn across the trail, in the shape of
a resolution giving the support of the
order to the protectionist proposition to get
rid of some of the surplus by dividing a
lot of the federal money among the states
for educational purposes.

The great order of the Knights of Labor
is yet extending over new ground, but it
is evidently decaying in all the places
where it was once strong. The reason
clearly is that it has no settled and ade?
quate plans for the improvement of the
condition of the laboring masses other
than the application of trades union princi-
ples to the masses of the unskilled. M.
Powderly cvidently feels the want, and is
endeavoring in these letters to supply it.
But if this first letteris an example of those
to follow he will succeed only in making
himself ridiculous.

In another colunn wiil be found a com-
munication from a Catholic pastorof this
diocese (who unfortunately, like most other
Catholic clergymen, is too much under
the thumb of his archbishop to give the
public bhis name) in which he cites the
Lyceum, the Dublin organ of the Jesuit
order, as utterly denying aund condemning
the positicn taken by Archbishop Corrigan
and the Jesuits of New York in their en-
deavor to commit the Catholic church to
the defense of unqualified property in land,
and to use both the spiritual power and
the political influence of the church to
crush the advocates of the far reaching re-
forms involved in the substitution of a
single tax on land values for the demoral-

izing systems of taxatici:- by. which so

much of our public revenues are now
raised. | ‘
The articles in the Lyceuwm contain too

much Latin and bristle with too many
citations of Catholic theologians to make

it worth while to transfer them bodily to

the columns of THE STANDARD; but i'n;

addition to what our reverend corre-
spondent has quoted it may be worth while
to give their conclusion:

There is in man no inherent right to hold
land in private ownership. . . . If itsad-
vantages outweigh its evil consequences
notably and distinctly, and can be attained
either not so ecasily or not at all inother ways,
theu it is desirable that law should create and
foster such private ownership. 1f its advan-
tages are few, its shortcomings many and
great, it is desirable that law should dis-
courage and forbid it. If, all things con-
sidered, it is evidently hurtful, seriousty hurt-
ful, to the common good, the state is bound to
abrogate it.

So much for the abstract principles.
Whether, in a given instunce, the private
owaership of {und has become absolutely in-
jurious to the public weltare; whether a re-
turn to common ownership is likely to be ben-
eficial, does not concern us here. Each case
must be decided in the concrete, and on its

own merits. Those who are competent to

legislate for the particular community are
competent to discuss and settle this question
as well as others. M. de Laveleye, indeed,
an eniinent economist, and far from favora-
ble to Mr. George's theories, sees no difticulty
in applying this one of land nationalization
tndiscriminately. But we are not concerncd
to puss judgment on the question. Qur sole
object has been to show that the best tradi-
tions of Catholic theology put no bar to
nationalization of the land, if the state

ownership be for the common advan-
tage of the people. Whether it is for

the common advantage or not, aud, if it is,
under what conditions of equitable compen-
sation for vested private interests it shall
be introduced, the church will leave each
particular community to determine for itself.
For many centuries the schools of Catholic
theology taught, as they teach still, that man
may own bis {ellow man. Private ownership
of land and private ownership of human
slaves are equally lawful according to Catho-
lic theologians—based equally upon the Jaw
of natious. Buv the church raised no diffi-
culty when slavery was abolished—with com-
petisation to the slave owners under English
rule, without compensation in North America.
She will raise none to the abolition of private
property in land, where the common good
can be furthered by it.

Here is a clear and unmistakable state-
ment of the position of the Catholic
church—from the pen, evidently, of one of
the most learned theologians of an order
noted for the learning of its theologians—
published as the lez;%ing editorial article
in the_ organ of the Jesuit order in
Ireland. It is a complete justification
and indorsement of the theological posi-
tion of Dr. McGlynn, and a flat denial
and utter contradiction of the dogmas of
bis own manufacture which Archbishop
Corrigan, assisted lately by the head
of the Jesuit order in New York,
has been straining his authority to cram
down the throats of Catholics as the infal-
lible teachings of the universal church. It
accords precisely with what Cardinal Man-
ning, unquestionably the intellectual if not

the official head of English-speaking Cath-

olic Christendom, told me verbally in an
interview in which I had an opportunity to
lay before him the doctrines for the
avowal of which Archbishop Corrigan
has since managed to procure the excom-
munication of Dr. McGlynn, and to cali
his attention to the injurious consequeances
that must inevitably result from any at-
tempt to use the authority of religion to

.prevent such peaceful reform of social in-

Jjustice.

“] cannot say without further examina-
tion,” said the cardinal, in effect (for at
this distance of time I cannot assume to
give his exact words) “whether what you
advocate is wise or unwise. That is-an
open question of political economy and
public -policy. But this I can say, that
there is nothing in it that conflicts with
any teachings of the church. There may
be,” he added, “‘priests and even bishops
who are ready to denounce all such propo-
sitions as condemned by the church; but
in this they only show theirownignorance.”

The Lyceum writer aplily illustrates the
real position of the Catholic church with
regard to private property in land, by
hkening it to the position of the church
with regard to chattel slavery,

The Catholic church has never con-
demnued slavery. It has never taught that

it is wrongful in the individual to hold {

slaves where slavery is sanctioned by
municipal law; it has never even tanght
that the system of slavery is in itself
wrongful. Its teachings would doubtless
condemn slave insurrection or incitement
to slave insurrection, or any attempt to
abolish slavery by illegal and vioIent
means. ‘

But for all this it has never given 1ts
positive sanction to slavery. It has never
condemned those who say that slavery
is a wrongful system, nor even those
who say that the holding of men as
slaves is an individual wrong on the
part of the masters. It would doubtless
condemn the shedding of blood, and per-.
haps even the appropriation of property
on the part of the slave in the effort to ob-
{ain frecdom. But it has never taught that
the slaveis bound by the moral law not
to run away, or that the only rightful
way in which he can obtain freedom is
by the payment to the master of his fuli
value. And whatever individuaals may have
done in the name of the church, the church
itself has certainly never condemned.
those who seek to abolish slavery by
peaceable and leﬂ'al means. - As the writer
in the Lyeceum says, the Cathoh(, chulch
has raised no difficulty when slavery has
e ahnhshed with compenszation to the
owners, as in the British West “Indies, nor
vet has it raised any ditficulty - when
slavery has been abolished without com-
pensation, as in the United States.

The case of private property in lan& is
not merely analogous to that of private
property in human flesh and blood; it is
another form of the same thing. The
two systemns are but different modes,
adapted to different degrees of density:
of population and different stages in social
development, by which one set of men
are clothed with authority to appropriate
to themselves the benehtb of other mien’s
labor.

The one mode makes property of the
active factor of production—labor., The
other mode makes property of the passive
factor—land. The-vne is better adapted to
that rude state of society in which popuia-
tion is sparse and the productive arts are
simple. The other is better adapted to-
that state of society in which population is
dense and the productive arts have b8come
complex,

The position of the Catholic church with
veference to these two forms of oppression,
as with reference to all similar evils
which derive sanction from municipal
law, is simply this: She teaches cer-
tain spiritual truths and certain funda-
mental principles of morals in their
application to the individual, but does
not enter into the vexed sphere of
civil government and civil legislation.:
Beyond these limits of individual action
and relation, she is ‘all things to all
men.” The aristocrat and the democrat,
the pro-slavery man and the abolitionist,

ithe protectionist and the free trader; |

the believer in the divine right of
kings and the most ardent republican—
all these 'the church herself, as intelligent
Catholics understand the church, wel-
comes alike to her altars. If one man
robs another of his own volition, or if one
man kills another of his own motion, the
Catholic church condemns these acts as

" has advocated.

‘ Archbhhop Corriga

crimes: but if one man robs another with
the permission of the laws of his couniry,
or if one man kills another by authority of
the commission and commaad of his prince
or legislature, the Catholic church holds
such an act beyond her tribunal. This
may or may not be Christianity as it was
taught by Christ, but it certainly is a clear,
consistent and defensible policy which en-
ables the church to freely address herself
to her special work among all manner of
men under all social and ‘pohtl(}d‘l con-
ditions.

But the attitude in which, in the case of
Dr. McGlynn, Archbishop Corrigan has
succeeded in putting Catholic authority in
this country, is that attitude of resistance
to reform which has in Europe cost the
church the allegiance of millions. In his
pastoral letter, in his communications to
the press, and in his treatment of Dr. Mc-
Glynn, Archbishop Corrigan has taken the

position that the Catholic church recognizes |

as rightful only one method of trs-a.nnc'
land, viz: That treatment which exists
among us to-day and by which all the pro-
perty rights that justly attach to things
produced by human labor are made o
attach to the element created by God, as
the dwelling place of mean and the reser-
voir on which succeeding genemﬂons must
draw for all their needs. So far as he
could he has put the church in the atti
tude of denouncing and punishing, notary.
violent attempt to chauge this systewm, but |
any advocacy of its cha.no'a by neaueful

and constitutional means.
It is idle to say that Dr. McGliynn has

‘been punished for disobedience or cone
‘tumacy. Instead of being suspended and

excommunicated he would to-day be the -
pastor of the largest parish in New York
city if it had not been for his assertion of
the truth that God made the land for the
use of ali whom He brings into being upon
it, and for his refusal to retract his opinion
that there is a peaceful and orderly method
by which organized society, without violas
tion of any of the true rights of property,
can secure to the whole people their natural
rights to the use of this indispensable eles
ment. Dr. McGlynn was first ordered to -
keep silence upon this subject. He
obeyed, and kept silence for years, unti}
he had reason to believe, from  the
changed attitude of the papacy and of the
archbishop himseif toward the Irish move-
ment, that this order had expired, He
spoke again, and he was suspended for a
term. He bore this suspeasion with-
out complaint or remonstrance. Foy
having expressed the same opinioas again
to a mnewspaper reporter he was: again
suspended, this time indefinitely, om
the ridiculous pretense that he bad in.
sulted the pope, whose name he had
never mentioned. And when he remon-
strated against this, that he had pot
even thought of the pope, he was told that
he would not be reinstated until he had re-
tracted his opinion on the land question,
He was then ordered from Rome to
publicly retract his opinion on the land .
question and then repair to Rome. This
of course as an honest man he conld not
do and would rot do, whereupon he was
excommunicated. “
And it must be remembered that tha
opinicns for which Dr. McGlynn was sus-
pended and for refusing to retract which
bhe was e\commumca.ted were not exe
pressed by him as a priest, but as a citizen.
They were not mingled with his priestly
teachings, nor interjected into his sermons,
nor expressed in any place or in any func-
tion connected with the church, but a§
times and in places where the distinction
between the ecitizen and the pﬂest wa.‘s

clearly praservcd

Now comes tpis. Iearned Jesnit to declare,
what other anthorities have declared, that
the chm'ch does not condemn the apmmns ‘
policy wmch, as an American 'citizen, he
But that does not restore
Dr. McGlynn to his fum,txans nor prevenk

_the American m'chbxshOp frora running his

end of the church as suits himself—ime
posing upon the consciences of his flock
dogmas which have no other origin thanan
egotistical belief in his own infallibility.

If thirty years ago a Catholic archbishop
of New York bad issued an official
pastoral setting forth, as the teachings of
the universal church, the doctrines of tha
most extreme pro-slavery men; if he had
declared not merely that human slavery»
was a permissible institution with which
the Catholic church would not interfere,
but that it was the only relation between

' capital and labor which she could recognize;

if he had so twisted utterances of the pope
so-as to put him in the attitude of an
advocate of siavery as a thing right in
itself; if he had used all his official power
to prevent any questioning of the justica
of the system which made property of
human beings; if he had suspended and
degraded a priest who had advccated the
peaceful and constitutional abolition of
slavery, and finally had procured his ex-
communication because he would not res
cant his uiterances with regard to its
injustice and impolicy;—then we sbomid
have a fitting pamllel ‘to the course of

This article in the Lyceum is only oneof
many evidences that the hizher aue
thorities of the Catholic church are be-
ginning to realize the false position in
which that church has been placed in the
United States. But if they would exfricate
the church in America from this faise posies -
tion and its inevitable consequences, they
most go considerably further than this,
The ecclesiastical power was used with
great effect in the last electwn,- Tt
and Archbishop Cormo"m, Patrick Ford
and the boodlers gained what seems to
them & great victory. But thouﬂ'h ape
peals to bigotry and ignorance may to i
scme extent be successiul for the moment, |
they must inevitably weaken the authority
of the church that  permits them. Su

pension, excommunication, episcop
nunciation and the prostitution of
monst sacred offices to political purposes,
cannot put a stop to thought or check the
advance of truth. L H_LNRY CrE RGE.

- The board of trade of Chzcarvo‘
the passage of anact of the. le :
stamp out “bucket xhops,” bun‘th
culties of drawiog an act
shops which would not cover tk
trade were too great to be over ome; o ‘
now, while the board of trade is proc d
ing criminally against bucket shop
bud\et shops are, undt.r the san

ceeding cnmmally aﬂ'dm,st;”fthu L Oar |
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“MOSES.”

 HENRY GEORGE ON THE GREAT LAW

GIVER OF THE HEBREWS.

‘ gllllélﬂy Evcourcging Mecting of the Antl-

“Peverty Seciety—Back in the Academy of
‘Music Next Sunday Evening—A Cencert
. for the Cencerdia Cheorus.

An audience that fills Steinway hall num-
bers but four bundred persons less than the
cne that crowds the Academy of Music, and
Jast Sunday evcning Steinway hall was
packed from the rear of the platform to the
wall ju the last gallery. It was on the oc-
casion of the delivery of a lecture on ‘“Moses”
by Henry George at the thirty-first meeting
of the New York Auti-poverty society. As
time passes there are no sicns of any abate-
ment of the interest of the public in the
society’s meetings. Well along in its second
balf year it attracts as many people
mow as it did six moaths ago. and evidences
ghat many who misapprehended its signifi-
cance in the the beginuing are now in full
sympathy with it are constantly being brought
forward. The audience of last Sunday eveu-
ing was drawn from every class in the com-
munity. Perhups the largest representatios,
cousidering their proportion to our popula-
tion, was from our Hebrew fellow-citizens.
The lecturer was listened to with sustained
ioterest, and the truths that Moses taught
were applauded heartily as they received ap-
Plicaticus fitted to the present time.

Chairman Croasdale stated that the Acad-
emy of Music bad been leased for a term of
six motths from the new management, and
that next Sunday evening's meeting would be
beld there. The statement was received
with marked maunifestations of approval. An-
mouncement was also made that a compli-
mentary coucert would be given to the Con-
cordia chorus carly in Jannary, the date of
which bhad not been fixed. During the even-
ing ihe chorus sang “The Anthem of Liberty”
sud “The Cross of the New Crusade,” the au-
dience joining in the latier.

The Leciure.

There is in modern thought a tendency to
Jook upo: ibe prominent characters of history
asresultaurs rather than as initiatory forces.
Asin an earlier stage the irresistible disposi-
tioa is to persounitication, so now it is to re-
werse this nrecess, and to resoive into myths
micghty fizures long enshrined by tradition.

Yet if we trv to trace to their sources
movements whose perpetuated inipulses eddy
and play in the currents of our times we at
last reach the individual. It is true that “in-
stitutions make men,” but it is also true that
%in the beginnings men make institutions.”

In a well known passuge Macaulay has
described the impression made upon the im-
agination by the auntiquity of that church
which, surviving dynasties and empires, car-
riesthe mind back to a time when the smoke of
sacrifice rose from the Pautheon and camelo-
pard and tiger bounded in the Fiavian amphi-
theater. But there still exist among us ob-
servaunces—trausmitted in unbroken succes-
sion from father te sou—that go back to
8- yet more remote past. Each recurring
wvear brings a day on which, in every land,
there zre men who, gathering about them
their famiiies and attired as if for a
journey, eat with solemuity a hurried meal
Before the walls of Rome were traced. before
Homer sung, this feast was kept, and the
eyent io which it poinis was even then cen-
turies old.

That event siznals the eantrance upon the
historic stuge of a people on many acccunts
remarkable—a penple who, though they never
founded a great empire nor built a great me-
tropolis, huve exercised upoan a large portion
of mankind an influence. widespread, potent
aud conziruous: a pecple who have fur necarly
wwo thousund vears been without country or
organized natiopality, vet have preserved
their identity and faith, through all vicissi-
tudes of time and {fortune—wbo have been
overtbrown, crushed, scattered; who have
been ground, as it were, to very dust, and
flang to the four winds of heaven; yet who,
though thrones have fallen, and empires have
perished. and creeds have chauoged, and hiv-
ing tongues bave become dead, still exist
with a vitality secmingly unimpaired—a peo-
ple who unite the strangest contradictions;
whose annals now blaze with glory, now
sound the depths of shame and woe.

‘The advent of such a people marks an
epoch in the history of the world; but it is not
of that udvent so much as of the central and
colossal ficure around which its traditions
claster 1ixut ¥ provose Lo speak.

Three great religions place the leader of
$he Excdus upon the highest plane they allot
46 man. To Christendom and to lslam, as
well as to Judaism, Moses i1s the mouthpiece
and law-giver of the Most High; the medium,
&lothed with supernuiural powers, throngh

which the Divine Will has spoken. Yet this
very exaltation, by raising bhim above com-
varison, may prevent the real grandeur of
ghe man froin being scen. It is amid his
brethren that Saul stauds taller and fairer.

On the other hand, the latest school of
biblical criticism asserts that tue books and
legislation atirtbuted to Moses ure really the
product of an age subsequeny to that of the
prophets. Yet to ihis Moses, loommg vague
and dun, of whom they can tell us ahinost
pothing, they, (oo, attribute the beginning of
that growsh which flowered after centuries in
the humanities of Jdewish law, and in the
sublime cunception ol one God, universal aud
eternal, the Ahmighty Father; and agauw,

- hizher stiil and fairer, culminated in that

guiding =tar of spiritual light wiuch rested
over the stuble of Bethlekhen in Judea.

But whether wont 1o look on Muses in this
way or in that, it may be somectimes worth
our while to take the point of view in which
al! shades of belief or disbelief may find com-
mon ground,and aceepting the main features of
Hebrew record and tradition, consider them in
the ligkt of history as we know it, and of human
pature as it showsitself to-day. Hereisa case
#n which sicred history may be treated as we
would treit profare history without any
shock to religious feeling. Nor cau the keen-
est criticism resolve Moses into a myih. The
fact of the Exodus presupposes such a leader.

To lead into freedom a people long crushed
by tyrunny; to discipline and order such a

~aighty host; to barden them into fighting

men before whom warlike tribes quailed and
walled cities weat down: to repress discon-
tent and jealousy and mutiny: to ecmbat re-
actions and reversions; to turn the quick,
fierce flame of enthusiusm to the service of a
steady purpose, require some tower:ng char-
acter—u character blending in highest ex-
pressicn the qualities of politician, patriot,
philosopher and statesman.
Such a character in rough but strong outline
_the traditivn shows us—the union of the wis-
dom of the Egyptians with the unseliish de-
votion of the imneekest of men. From first to
Jast, .in every glimpse we get, this characteris
consistent with itself and with the mighty
work which is its monument. It is the
character of a great mind, hemmed in by con-
ditions znd limitations, and working with
such forces and materials as were at hand—
accomplishing yet failing. Behind grand

deed, a grander thought. Behind high per-
formance the still nobler ideal.

Egypt was the mold of the Hebrew nation—
the matrix, so to speak, in which a single fam-
ity, or, at most, a small tribe grew to a people
as numerous as the American people at the
time of the Declaration of Independence. For
four centuries, according to the Hebrew tradi-
tion—that is to say, for a period longer than
America bas been known to Europe—this
growing people, coming a patriarchal family
from a roving, pastoral life, had been placed
under the dominance of a highly developed
and ancient civilization—a civilization whose
fixity is symbolized by monuments that rival
in endurance the everlasting hills—a civiliza-
tion so ancient that the Pyramids, as we now
know, were hoary with centuries ere Abraham
looked upon them.

No matter how clearly the descendants of
the kinsmen who came into Egypt at the invi-
tation of the boy-slave become prime minister,
maintained the distinction of race and the
traditions of a freer life, they must have been
powerfully affected by such a civilization, and
just as the Hebrews of to-day are Polish in
Poland, Germaa in Germany. and American in
the United States, so, but far more clearly
and strongly, the Hebrews of the Exodus
must have been essentially Egyptians.

It is not remarkable, therefore, that the
ancient Hebrew institutions show in so many
points the influence of Egyptian ideas and cus-
toms. What ¢s remarkable is the dissimilar-
ity. To the unreflecting nothing may seem
more natural than that a people, in turning
their backs upon a land where they had been
long oppressed, should discard its ideas and
institutions. But the student of history, the
observer of politics, knows that nothing is
more unnatural. Habits of thought are even
more tvranoous than habits of the body.
They make for the masses of men a mental
atmosphere out of which they can no more
rise than out of the physical atmosphere.
A people long used to despotism may
rebel against a tyrant: they may break his
statutes and repeal his laws, cover with odium
that which he loved, and honor that which he
hated; but they will hasten to set up another
tyrant in his place. A people used to super-
stition may embrace a purer faith, but it will
be only to degrade it to their old ideas, A
people used to persecution may flee from it,
but only to persecute in their turn when they
get power. '

For “institutions make men.” And when
amid a people used to institutions of one kind,
we see suddenly arise institutions of an op-
posite kind, we know that behind them must
be that active, that initiative force—the men
who in the beginnings make institutions.,

This is what occurs in the Exodus. The
striking differences between Egyptian and
Hebrew polity are not of form but of essence.
The tendency of the omne is to subordina-
ticn and oppressicn; of the other to individ-
ual freedom. Strangest of recorded births!
from out the strongest and most splendid
despotism of antiquity comes the freest re-
pubiic. From between the paws of the rock
hewn Sphinx rises the genius of human liberty,
and the trumpets of the Exodus throb with
the defiant proclamation of the rights of man!

Consider what Egypt was. The very
grandcur of her monuments, that after the
lapse, mot of centuries bui of milleniums,
seem to say to us, as the Egyptian priests
said to the boastful QGreeks, “Ye are chil-
dren! testify to the enslavement of the peo-
-ple—are the enduring witnesses of & social
organization that rested on the masses an im-
movable weight. That narrow Nile valley,
the cradle of the arts and sciences, the scene,
perhaps, of the greatest triumphs of the hu-
man miund, is also the scene of its most abject
enslavement. In the long centuries of its
splendor, its lord, secure in the possession of
irresistible temporal power, and securer still
in the awful sanctions of a mystical religion,
was as a god on earth, to cover whose poor
carcass with a tomb befitting his state hun-
dreds of thousands toiled away their lives.
For the classes who came next to bim were
all the senuous delights of a most luxurious
civilization, and high intellectual pleasures
winch the mysteries of the temple hid from
vulgar profanation. But for the millions
who constituted the base of the social pyra-
mid there was but the lash to stimulate their
toil, and the worship of beasts to satisfy the
yvearnings of the soul. From time immemorial
to the present day the lot of the Egyptian
peasant has been to work and to starve that
those above him might live daintily. He has
never rcbelled. The spirit for thbat was long
ago crushed out of lum by iostitutions which
make him what he is. He knows but to suffer
and to die.

Immagine what opportune circumstances we
may, vet to organize and carry ona move-
ment resulting in the release of a great peo
ple from such a soul subduing tyranny,
backed by an army of half a million highly
trained soldiers, requires a leadership of most
commanding and consummate genius. But
this task, surpassingly great thoughit is, is
not the measurec of the greatncss of the
Jeader of the Exodus. It 1snotin the dehv-
erance from Egypt, 1t is in the constructive
statesmanship that laid the foundations of
the Hebrew commonweaith that the superla-
tive grandeur of that leadership looms up.
As we cannot imagine the Exodus without the
great leader. neither can we account for the
Hebrew polity without the great statesman.
Not merely intellectually great, but morally
great—a statesman aglow with the unselfish
patriotisin that refuscs to grasp a scepter or
found a dynasty.

The lessons of modern history, the mani-
festations of human nature that we behold
around us, would teach us to see 1n the essen-
tial divergence of the Hcebrew polity from
that of Egypt the impress of a master mind.
even if Hebrew tradition had not testified
both to the influence of such-a mind and to
the constaut disposition of accustomed ideas
to reassert thcmselves 1o the minds of the
people. Over and over again, the murmur-
ings bLreak out; no sooner is the btack of
Moses turned than the cry, “These be thy
gods, O Israel™ announces the setting up of
the Egyptian calf; while the strength of the
monarchical principle shows itself in the in-
auguration of a king as quickly as the far-
reaching influence of the great leader 1s

sumewhat spent.

11, mutters not when or by whom were com-
piled the books popularly attributed to
Moses; it matters not how much of the code
there given may be the survivals of more
ancient usage or the amplitications of a later
age; its great features bear the stamp of
a mind far in advaace of people and time, of
a mind that beneath effects sought for causes,
of a mind that drifted not with the tide of
events, but aimed at a definite purpose.

The outlines that the record gives us of the
character of Moses—the brief relatious that
wherever the Hebrew scriptures are read
have hung the chambers of the imagination
with vivid pictures—are in every way con-
sistent with this idea. What we know of the
life illustrates what we know of the work.
What we know of the work illumines the life.

It. was not an empire such as had reached
full development in Egypt, or existed in
rudimentary patriarchal form in the tribes
around, that Moses aimed to found. Nor
was it a republic where the freedom of
the citizen rested on the servitude of the
helot and the individual was sacrificed
to the state. It was a commonwealth
based upon the individual, a commonwealth

whose ideal it was that every man should sit

under his own vine and fig tree, with none to
vex him or make himafraid; a commonwealth
in which none should be condemned to cease-
less toil; in which, for even the bond slave,
there should be hope; in which, for even the
beast of burden, there should be rest. A com-
monwealth in which, in the absence of deep
poverty, the manly virtues that spring .from
personal independence should bardeu into a
national character—a commonwealth in
which the family affections might kait their
tendrils around each member, binding with
links stronger than steel the various parts into
the living whole.

It is not the protection of property, but the
protection of humanity, that is the aim of the
Mosaic code. Itssanctionsare notdirected to
securing the strong in heaping up weaith so
much as to preventing the weak from beicg
crowded to the wall. At every point it intes-
poses its barriers to the selfish greed that if
left unchecked will surely differentiate men
into landlord and serf, capitalist and work-
man, millionaire and tramp, ruler and ruled.
Its Sabbath day and Sabbatb year secure,
even to the lowliest, rest and leisure. With
the blast of the jubilee trumpets the slave
goes free, the debt that cannot be paid is can-
celled, and a redivision of the land secures
again to the poorest his fair share in the
bounty of the common Creator. The reaper
must leave something for the gleaner; even
the ox cannot be muzzled as he treadeth out
the corn. Everywhere, in everything, the
dominant idea is that of our homely phrase,
“Live and let live!’

And the religion with which thiscivil policy
is so closely intertwined, exhibits kindred
features—from the idea of the brotherhood of
man springs the idea of the fatherhood of
God. Though the forms may resemble those
of Egypt, the spirit is that which Egypt had
lost. Though a hereditary priesthood is re-
tained, the law in its fullness is announced to
all the people. Though the Egyptian rite of
circumcision is preserved, and Egyptian sym-
bols reappear in all the externals of worship,
the tendency to take the type for the reality
is sternly repressed. It is only when we
think of the bulls and the hawks, of the
deified cats and sacred ichneumons of Egypt,
that we realize the full meaning of the com-
mand, “Thou shalt not make to thyseif any
graven image!”

And if we seek beneath form and symbol
and command, the thought of which they are
but the expression, we find that the great dis-
tinctive feature of the Hebrew religion, that
which separates it by such a wide gulf from
the religions amid which it grew up, is its
utilitarianism, its recognition of divine law in
buman life. Itasserts, not a God whose domain
is confined to the far off beginning or the vague
future, who is over and above and beyond
men, but a God who in his inexorable laws is
here and now; a God of the living as well as
of the dead; a God of the market place as
well as of the temple; a God whose judg-
ments wait not another world for execution,
but whose immutable decrees will, in this life,
give happiness to the people that heed them
and bring misery upon the people that forget
them. Amid the forms of spiendid degrada-
tion in which a once noble relizion had
in Egypt sunk to petrifaction, amid a social
order in which the divine justice seemed to
sleep, I AM was the truth that dawned upon
Moses. And 1 his desert contemplation of
nature’s flux and reflux, the death that
bounds her life, the life she brings from
death, always consuming yet never con-
sumed—I AM was the message that fell upon
his inner car.

The absence in the Mosaic books of any
reference to a future life is only intelligible
by the prominence into which this truth is
brought. Nothing could have been more
familiar to the Hebrews of the Exodus than
the doctrine of immortality. The continued
existence of the soul, the judgment after
dcath, the rewards and punishments of the
future state, were the constant subjects of
Egyptian thought and art. But a truth may
be hidden or thrown into the background by
the intensity wita which another truth is
grasped. And the doctrine of immortality,
springing as it does from the very depths of
human pature, ministering to aspirations
which become stronger amnd strounger as
intellectual life rises to higher planessand the
itfe of the affections becumes more intense,
may yet become so incrusted with degrading
superstitions, may be turned by craft and
seltishness into such a potent instrument for
euslavement, and so used to justify crimes at
which every natural instinct revolts, that to
the earnest spirit of the social reformer it
may seem like an agency of oppression to
enchain the inteilect and prevent true
progress; a lying device with which the cun-
ning fetter the credulous.

The belief 1n the immortality of the soul
must have existed in strong forms among the
masses of the Hebrew people. But the truth
that Moses brougiit so prominently forward,
the truth his gaze was concentrated upon, is a
truth that has often been thrust aside by the
doctrise of 1mmortality, and that may per-
haps, at times, reacton it in the same way.
This is'the truth that the actious of men bear
fruit 1n this world, that though on the petty
scale of individual life, wickedness may seem
to go unpumshed and wrong to be rewarded,
there is yet a Nemesis that with tireless feet
and pitiless arm follows every nationsl crime,
and smites the children for the father’s trans-
gression; the truth that each individual must
act upon and be acted upon by the society of
which he is a part; that all must 1n some de-
gree suiler for the sin of each, and the life of
cach be domnated by the cond:tions imposed
by all.

It is the intense appreciation of tkis truth
that gives the Mcsaic itstitutions so practical
and utilitarian a character. Theiwr genius, if
1 may so speak, leaves the abstract specula-
tions where thought so easily loses and wastes
itself, or finds expression only in syinbols that
become finally but the basis of superstiticn, in
order that it may ccncentrate attem’icn
upon the Jaws wihich determine the hapypiness
or misery of mec upcn this earth.  1ts jessocs
Lave cever tended o the essentiai seillshness
of asceticism, which is so prumn:nent a feature
iu Brab-. pism ard Buddtism, acd ircm which
Ckrist:. .ty and Is:srusm bave not zece ex-
empt. ltsipjunction has never been “‘Leave
the worid te itself that youmay save ycurown
soul,” but rather, **De ycur éuty i the worid,
that you may be baypier and the wcerid be
better.” It has disdzilied no sanitary regula-
tion tkat might secure tze beazith of the body
Its promise bas been of peace and pienty and
length of cays, of stalwart sons and comely
daughters.

1¢ may be that the feeling of Mosesinregard
to a future life was that expressed in the ian-
guage of the Stcic, *‘1v 1s the business of Jupi-
ter, not mice;"” or it may be that it partook of
the same revulsion tha®shows itsell in mod-
ern times, when a spirit essentially rehgious
huas been turned against the forms and ex-
pressions of religion, because these forms and
expressions Lhave been made the props and
bulwarks of tyranny, and even the name and
teachings of the Curpenter’s Sou perverted
into supports of social injustice—used to
cuard the pomp of Cmsar and justify the
greed of Dives.

Yet, however suchfeelingsinfluenced Moses,
I carnot think that such a soul as his, living
such a life as his—feeling the exaltation of
great thoughts, feeling the burden of great
cares, fceling the bitterness of great disap-
peintments—did not stretch forward $o the

‘bope beyond; did not rest and strengthen and 1

ground itself in the confident belief that the
death of the body is but the emancipation
of the mind; did not feel the assurance that
there is a power in the universe upon which it
might confidently rely, through wreck of
matter and crush of worlds. Yet the great
concern of Moses was with the duty that iay

_plainly before him; the effort to lay the foun-

dations of a social state in which deep pov-
erty aand dezrading want should be unknown
—where men released from the meaner strug-
gles that waste humaa energy should kave
opportunisy for inteliectual and moral devel-
omnent.

Here stands out the greatness of the man.
What was ths wisdom and stretch of the
forethought that wn the desert sought to
guard in advance against the dangersofa
settied state, let the prescnt speak.

Ia tke full blaze of the nineteenth century,
when every child in our schools may know
as commen truths thinzs of which the Egyp-
tian sages never dreamed; when the earth has
been mapped and thestars have beea weighed:
when steam aad electricity have been pressed
into our service, and science 1s wresting from
nature secret after secret—it is but natural to
look back upon the wisdom of three thousaad
years ago as the man looks back upon the
learning of the child.

And yet, for all this wonderful increase of
knowledge, for all this enormous gain of pro-
ductive power, where is the country in the civ-
ilized world in which to-day there is nct want
and suffering—where the masses are not con-
demned to toil that gives no leisure, and all
classes are not pursued by a greed of gain
that makes life an ignoble struggle to get and
to keep? Three thousand yvears of advance,
and still the moan goes up, “They have made
our lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar
and in brick, and in all manner of service!”
Three thousand years of advance! and the
piteous voices of little children are in the
moan.

Over ocean wastes far wider from the Sy-
rian desert we have sought our promised

- lJand—no narrow strip between the mountairns

and the sea, but a wide and virgin continent.
Here, in greater freedom, with vaster knowl-
edge and fuller experience, we are building
up a nation that leads the van of modern
progress. And yet, while we prate of the
richts of man, thére are already among us
thousands and thousands who find it difficult
to assert the first of naturalrights—the right
to earn an honest living; thousands who from,
time to time must accept of degrading charity
or starve.

We boast of equality before the law, yet
notoriously justice is deaf to the call of him
wlho has not gold, and blind to the sin of him
who has.

We pride ourselves upon our common
schools, yct after our boys and girls are edu-
cated we vainly ask, ‘“What shall we do with
them?' and about our colleges children are
growing up in vice and crime, because from
their homes poverty has driven all refining
influences.

We pin our faith to universal suffrage, yet
with all power in the hands of the people,
the control of public affairs is passing into
the hands of a classof professional politicians,
and our governments are, in many cases, be-
coming but a means for the robbery of the
people. :

We have prohibited hereditary distinctions,
we have forbidden titles of nobility, yvet there
is growing up among us an aristocracy of
wealth as powerful and as merciless as any
that ever held sway.

We progress and we progress; we girdle
continents with iron roads and knit cities to-
gether with the mesh of telegraph wires;
ecach day brings some new invention; each
year marks a fresh advance—the power of
production increased and the avenues of ex-
change cleared and broadened. Yet the com-
plaint of “hard times” is louder and louder:
everywhere are men harassed by care and
haunted by the fear of want. With swift,
steady strides and prodigious leaps, the
power of human bands to satisfy human
wants advances and advances, is multiplied
and multiplied. Yet the struggle for mere
existence is more and more intense, and hu-
man labor is becoming the cheapest of com-
modities. Beside glutted warehouses human
beings grow faint with hunger and shiver with
cold; under the shadow of churches festers the
vice that is born of want. We progress and
we progress, vet pauperism is increasing and
insanity is icereasing; there are more and more
men who do not get wives, more and more
women who wait in vain for husbands; more
and more chikdren who must go to work be-
fore they have had time to play.

Trace to their root the causes that are thus
producing want in the midst of plenty, ig-
norance in the midst of intellicence, aristoc-
racy in democracy, weakness in strength—
that are giving to our civilization a one-sided
and unstable development, and you will find
it something which this Hebrew statesman
three thousand years ago perceived and
guarded against. Moses saw that the real
cause of the enslavement of the inasses of
Egypt was, what has everywhere produced
enslavement, the possession by a class of the
land upon which and from which the whole
people must live. He saw that to permit in
land the same unqualified private ownership
that by natural right attaches to the things
produced by labor, would be inevitably to
separate tlie people into the very rich and
the very poor, inevitably to enslave labor—
to make the few the masters of the many, no
matter what the political forms, to bring vice
and degradation no matter what the re-
ligion. .

And with the foresight of tbe philosophic
statesman who legislates not for the need of
a day, but for all the future, he sought, in
ways suited to his times and conditions, to
guard agaiuast this error. Everywhere m the
Mosaic 1nstitutions is the land treated as the
cift of the Creator to his common creatures,
which no one bas the right to monopolize,
Everywkere it 1s, not your estate, or your
preperty, oot the laed which you bought, or
the iand which you conquered, but ‘the
.and which the Lord thy God giveth
tbee"—*the land which the Lord lendeth
tkee ” And by practical legislation, by regu-
iaticus to which he gave the bighest sanc-
ticus, he tried to guard against the wrong that
converted ancient civilizations into despot-
1sms—tte wrong ttat in after centuries ate
out the heart of Roume, and produced the
imbruting serfdem of Poland and the gaunt
nizery of Ireland, thke wrong tbat is to-day
crowding families into single rooms in this
very cty and fiiling our new states with
tramps. He pot ociy provided for tlie fair
division of the land amicng the people, and
for making it fallow and ccminoa every
seventh year, but by the jnstitution of the
jubilee be provided for a redistribution of the
land every fifty years, and made monopoly
impossible.

1 do not say that these institutions were,
for their ultimate purpose, the very best that
rmight even then have been devised, for Moses
had to work, as all great constructive states-
men have to work, with tke tools that came
to his hand, and upon materials as he fcund
them. Still less do I mean to say that forms
suitable for that tine and people are suitable
for every time and people. I ask, not vecer-
ation of the form, but recognition cf the
spirit.

Yet how common it is to venerate the form
and to deny the spirit. There are many wko
believe that the Mosaic institutions were liter-
ally dictated by the Almighty, yet who would

denounce as irreligious and “communistic”
anv application of their spirit to the present
day.

And yet to-day bow much we owe to these
institutions! This very day the oniy thing
that stands between our working classes and
ceaseless toil is one of these Mosaic institu-
tions. Nothing in political economy is better
settied than that under conditions which new
prevail the working classes would get no
more for seven days’ labor than they now get
for six, and would find it as duficuit to reduce
their working hours as now.

Let the mistakes of those who think that
man wasmade for the Sabdath, rather tkan the
Sabbath for man, be what they may; that
there is one day in the week that the working
man may ca:! Lis owa, one day in the week
on which hammer is silen’ and icom staods
idle, is due, througn Ciristianity, to Judaism
—to the code promu!gated in the Sinaitic wil-
derness. And who thal coasiders the waste
of productive forces can doubt that modern
society wouid be mot merely happler btut
richer, had we receivad as well as the Sab-
bath day the grand :dea of the Sadbath year,
or adapting its spirit to our changed condi-
tions, secured in ancther way an equiva.ent
reduction of working hours.

It is 1o these characteristics of the Mcsaic
institutions that, as in the fragments of a
Coiossus, we may read the greatness of the
mind whose impress they bear—of a miad
advance of its surroundings, in advance of its
age; of one of those star soulsthat dwindle
not with distance, but, glowing with the radi-
ance of essential truth, hold thew light wkile
institutions and languages and creeds change
and pass.

That the thought was greater than the per-
manent expression it found, who can doubt?
Yet from that day to this that expression has
teen in the world a living power.

From the free spirit of the Mosaic law
sprang that intensity of family life that anud
all dispersions and persecutions has preserved
the individuality of the Hebrew race; that
love of indepeudence that under the most ad-
verse circumstances has characterized the
Jew; that burnicg patriotism that flumed up
in the Maccabees and bared the breasts of
Jewish peasauts to the serried steel of Gre-
cian phalunx and the resistiess onset of Rommgn
legion; that stubborn courage that in cxile
and in torture held the Jew tc his faith. It
kindled that fire that bas made the strains of
Hebrew seers and poets phrase for us the
highest exaitations of thought; that intellec-
tual vigor that has over and over again made
the dry staff bud and blossom. And passing
cutward from one narrow race it has exerted
its power wherever the influence of the He-
brew scrintures has been felt. It has toppied
thrones and cast down hierarchies. It
strengthened the Scotuish covenanter in the
hour of trial, and the Puritan amid the snows
of a strange land. It charged with the Iron-
sides at Naseby; it stood behind the low re-
doubt on Bunker Hill.

But it isin example as in deed that such
lives are helpful. It is thus that they dignify
human nature and glorify human effort, and
bring to those who struggle hope and trust,
The life of Moses, hike the institutions of
Moses, is a protest against that blasphemous
doctrine, current now as it wasthree thousand
years ago; that ©blasphemous doctrine
preached oft times even from Christian pul-
pits; that the want and suffering of the
masses of mankind flow from a mysterious
dispensation of providence, which we may
lament, but can neither quarrel with nor alter.
Let him who hugs that doctrine to himself,
him to whom it seems that the squalor
and bruitishness with which the very cen-
ters of our civilization abound are not
his affair, turn to the example of that
life. For to him who will look, yet burns
the bush; and to him who will hear, again
comes the voice, The people suffer; who will
lead them forth?

Adopted into the immediate family of the
supreme monarch and earthly god; standing
almost at the apex of the social pyramid
which had for its base those toiling millions;
priest and prince in a land where prince and
priest might revel in all delights—everything
that life could offer to gratify the sensesor
engage the intellect was open to him.

‘What to him the wail of them who beneath
the fierce sun toiled under the whips of re-
lentless masters? Heard from graaite colon-
nade or beneath cool huen awning, it was
mellowed by distance to monotonous music.
Why shouid he question the Sphynx of Fate,
or quarrel with destinies the high gods had
decreed? So had italwaysbeen, forages and
ages; so must it ever be. The beetle rends
the insect, and the hawk preys on the beetle;
order on order, life rises from death and car-
nage, and higher pleasures from lower
agonies. Shall the man be better than nature?
Soothing and restful flows the Nile, though
underneath its placid surface finny tribes
wage cruel war, and the stronger eat the
weaker. Shall the gazer who would read the
secrets of the sturs turn because under ats-
feet a worm may writhe?

Theirs to make bricks without straw: hisa
high place in the glorious procession that
with gorgeous banners and glittering emblems,
with clash of music and soleinn chant,
winds its shining way to dedicate the im-
mortal edifice their toil has reared. Theirs
the leek and the garlic; his to sit at the
sumptucus feast. Why should he dwell on
the irksomeness of bonduge, he for whom the
chariots waited, who might =t will bestride
the swift coursers of the Deéita, or be borune
on the bosom of the river with oars that bent
t:me to songs? Did he lunz for the excite-
meunt of action?—there was the desert hunt,
with steeds ficeter than the antelope wund
lions trained like dogs. Did he crave rest
and easel—there was tor him the soft swell of
Jlanguorous music and the wreathed move-
ments of dancing girls. Did he feel the stir
of intellectual Iife!—inlthe arcana of the
temples he was free to the lore of ages; an
initiate m the select sociely where were dis-
cussed the most engrossing probiems; a
sharer in that intellectual gride that cen-
turtes after compared Greek philoscphy to
the babblings of children. : o

It was o sudden ebullition of passion that
caused Moses te turn his back on all this, and
to bring the strength and Knowledge acquired
in a deminatt caste to the iife-long service of
the oppressed. - The forgetfulness of self
manifested in the smiting of the Egyptian
shines throuagh the who!e Lfe.  In :nstitutions
tkat molded toe character of ‘a pecple, :n in-
stituticns tkat to tkis day make easter the lot
of toiling miilions, we may read the stateiy
purpose. , ‘ - ‘ |

. Through all that traditicu Las given us of
that hfe runs the samne graad passion—the
unseifish desire to make bumauity berter,
kappier, nobler  Ang tie deaibis worthy of
the hife. Subordiraling to the good of s
people the natural diszesition to. found a
dynasty, wkhich in his case would Lave been
so easy, be discards the claims of btiocod and
calls to his place of leader tke fittest man.
Cowizg from a land wkhere the rites of sepui-
ture were regarded as ail iniportant, and the.
preservation of tile body after deurh was the
passion of life; among a people who were:
evea then carryiay the rema:as of their great
ancestor, Josevh, to rest with ouis fathers, he
yet conqpaered Lhe iast natural yearninz aud
withdrew from the sigir and sympachy of
men to die alore and unaitezded, lest the
idolatrous feeling, always ready to break
fortn, shouid 10 death zecord bim the super-

L stitious reverence he bad vefusad 1o Life

¢No man knoweth of his sepulcher unto this
day.” But while the despoiled tombs of the
Pharanohs mock the vanity that reared
ther:, the name of the Hebrew whe, revolt.
-ing from their tyranuay, strove for the eleva-
tion of his fellow men, is yet a beacon light
to the world. :

Leader and servant of men!
and benefactor! Toiler toward the promised
land seen only by theeve of faith! Type of
the high souls who in every age have given to
earth'its heroes and its martyrs, whose deeds
are the precious possession of the race, whose
memcries are its  sacred heritage! With
whkom among the founders of empire shall we

compare him? :

To dispute about the inspiration of such a
man were to dispute about words. From the
depths of the unseen such characters must
draw their strength; from f{fountains that
flow only from the purein beart must come
their wisdom. Of something more real than
matter; of something higher than the stars;
of a hght that will endure when suns are
dead and dark; of a purpose of which the
pLysical universe is but a passing phase, such
lives tell.

Ballots Should Be Provided by the State.
Balttmore Amertean.

Why should not the state furnish all tickets
used -at elections? There are many reasons
why it should. In the first place, the expenze
cf the present system of party distribution is
great, and nive-tenths ¢f it at least is pure
waste. At the late municipal election there
were printed probably not less than three
million tickets. The total vote polled was
65,000. The uumber of tickets printed and
not put into the ballot boxes has thus been
forty and fifty times as great as the number
of those which fulfilled the purpose for which
all of them bhhd been printed. If the state

didates would be put upon a single ticket.
The number of these tickets for each precinet
would not exceed the number of registered
voters in . the precinct.

four ruthwns of tickets for each one of our
elections, some eighty-five thousand would
.then be all that would be required. The cost
would be from one-twenty-fifth to one-
fifzeenth of what it now is. Itis true that
the state does not now pay anything directly
for printing the tickets. Under the plan
proposed it would pay everything. But the
community has a meost direct interest in af-
fording to all its citizens, whether they are.
rich or whether they are members of well-

vote their deliberate convictions. It should
not require them to undergo expense in order
that they may vote as they please. The cost

to the vcters would be great. Any waste
hurts the community as a whole, and, as we

der the present system is enormous. But the
cust of printing the tickets would not be the

be spared if the state printed all the tickets.
There would then be no use for ticket-holders.
The -voter would obtain his ticket when he
came to vote from the officers of election,
who would have a book of tickets, all prop-
erly and consecutively numbered, to corre-

ticket was torn out. At a closely contested
election in Baltimore, when both sides happen
to have a fair supply of money, there are from
three to four thousand men, and sometimes
more, employed to hold tickets. These men
get two dollars a day, and ia some instances
more. That is, six or eight thousand dollars
is spent for a purpose for which, under the
system proposed, not a cent of expenditure
wouid be required or could be profitably
made. For a few hurndred dollars the statae
could get all the tickets required printed, and
thousands of dollars wouid be taken off the
cost of elections. Would not poor men then
have a chance to make their influence in
politics felt? Would the power to assess
office holders, and raise from thirty to forty
thousand dollars {rom them, as seems to have

be asimportant and praectically almost irre-
sistible as it now is! Do away with our Oc-~
tober elections and let the state print the
tickets, and it will then be possibie to conduct
political campaigns without first raising
enorinous campaign funds. The spending by
private persons or political parties of money
fof legitimate election expenses is only less
an evil than the spending it for illegitimate
purposes, for costly electicns, in the end,
mean that only rich men, or poor men who

ive office.

Ground Rent Tax In Englnnd.
Rexvnolds's Newspaper.

suggestion in favor of the taxation of ground
rents and of annual values of land not held
under lease. The suggestion is a wise one,
because it proceeds upon the lines which
foermerly characterized the principles of tax-
ation. - The ownersof land once sustained thie
whole burden of taxation; but successive par-
linments, which only too faithfully repre-

the burdens of taxation from ownership to
occupation. Thkis was done in spite of the
fact that the value of land expressed in reut
gradually ruse, so that in proportion as land
wus released from its burdens laandlords had
their incomes at first doubled and then quad-
rupled. Even the rents of agricuitural {and
in the present day represeat an enornmous in-
crease of the value of the same lands.in times
when lund contributed important instaiments
to taxation.
by owners upun ground rents and free-
holds not. under lease 1n the metropolis
would realice more than the coal and wine
duties which the metropolisis about to lose.
It 1s monstrous thut the occupiers or the con-
sumers of eoal should be cailed upon to poy
for improvements which only eshance the
value of property of laudlords who are for-
tunately interested in the  localities improved

The people arc fined to make improvemeuts,
and are then fined agaiu in being called upon
to pay increased reuts in the neighborhood of
the improvements. In London, acd probably
in cther large towns, it is found that these im-
provements ond the enhunced rents they pro-
‘duce have a tendency to drive industries out

of the country, because they increase the

cost.of production. If English working men
are called upon to pay hizh rents, and if their
cinployers are burdened with increasing raies,
the teudency is to encourage the transfer of
~our work and wages to. the fortunate peuple
abroad, who are more lightly taxed thos we
are at home. ‘ :

How the Result of the Election is Viewed
Pail Mall Gazette. m E"-“““-i.

In many quarters, uo doubt, there will be
great rejoicing over the faliing off in the
E—Iem’y George vote in America, as manifested
it the election for New York stute vesterday.
He recewved only 37,000 votesin New York
City, as against 65,000 recorded for him lasé
vear; and it Is stated that instead of the
0,000 he actually ¢bizined in yesterday's
eiection, he expected to obtain 125,000, Nev-
ertheless, we  venture to think - that
the Daily News correspondent is wrong
n - rus o anoticipation  ihat  the George
party ‘s pot likely to play an lnpor-
taal part i [uture political contests.” Ik
sbouid be remembered that there wus a great
amount of novelty associated with the party’™s
tirst great attack in the mayoralty contest, &
-ccosiderable  measure of v new-born . entbu-
siasm, and a remarkadle degree of general
cxcitement. It ‘must pet be ‘forzotten, tou,
that suice that contest Henry George has re-
nounced the sociaiist athiance, and that siace
‘thenseveral jabor wings have split off from
Lis party.  Considering all the circumstances,
the resuit’is far from giving serious cuuse for
dizcouragement to Heury George and his
party. ‘ :

v Over-populiation. ;
-~ Mr Bromley, Umted States counsel at Tien-
tsin, says. “There are still millions of acres
of iaad not taken up in China, and thereis
yet rocm for four times the present popula-

l tion.” ‘

Law giver

printed the tickets, the names of  all the can-

1) In other words, in-
stead of there beiug printed two, three or

organized political parties or not, a chance to

to the state would be trifling, aod the saving
have just pointed out, the absolute waste un- -

only expense which the political parties would

spond with the stubs left in the book when the

been done in Baltimore at the late elections,

are willing to make themselves the tools of
rich men or corporations, can aspire to elect- "

The municipal reform league has made a

sented the interests of land, gradually shifted.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

Bavis and Lecagion.

ErrinGFIELD, Mass., Nov. 15.—~The question
sasked by Independent Voter in your issue of
Novw. 12 raises one of the priucipal difficulties
in the practical solution of this most im-
portant inquiry. How shall the value of land,
or in otbher words, theland tax, be determined
uuder the new system?! It is not nowin
fact determived by the assessor by capitaliz-
ing rental, but often, not without, considerable
difficulty in view of the general average of
sales in the locality, the prices bhave been
adjusted in the only way that price cau be
satistfactorily adjusted, by the biggling of
the market.” Under the new system who
would be the bargaining or higgling parties?
Suppose A owns a store sud that the
ground vrent tax is fixed when the
new system goes iutoeffect. Time passes and
the value of the site increases. The rent
would of course rise under the present system,
but if by the supposition the increase of rent
were to be taxed away, what inducement
would there be for the owner to increase his
rent pari passuf He might, indeed, cbange

kis tenant for a new one who would be glad to

pay an increased rental for the enlarged pro-
ductive cavacity of the site, but as tbe in-
crease would go to the tax collector, would
mot the owaner be satisfled with the old rental,
which may be assumed to bave paid epough
to yield a sufficient income upon the
investment iu the building, as also to
make a sinking fund for the replacement of
the building whben o longer rentablet On the
other hand, if the site is owned by the persou
who himsell uses it for business, how shall the
increased productive capacity be mcasured!?
Wouid the difficulty be still greater with sites
occupicd by dwelling houses, or in an agri-
cultural community where relation of land-
Jord and tepaunt is of infrequent occurreuce?
Aside from the speculative element, land
wvalues are, of course, based on relative pro-
ductive capacity, but please state more fully
the schenie for estimating this element under
the new system. Q.
The assessor could, under the Jand value
tax, determine the basis by an average of
sales in the locality, just as he does now,
and these sales would be governed by “the
higgling of the market,” just as they are
mow. Suppose Jopes owns a lot, the
value of which is $10,000, producing a
ground rent of $500 annually, and suppose
the tax to be four per cent. Then Jones
wouid pay $400 taxes and have $100 of s
ground rent left. But land yielding a net

‘rent of €100 would be worth only one-fifth

as much as land yielding a net rent of
$500; consequently Jones’s land would fall
in value to $2,000. Then to raise thesame
revenue from Jones, the tax would be
twenty per cent instead of four per cent,
leaving him $100, as before, and the value
of his land at §2,000. If the rental value
of his land increased, its selling value also
wounld increase, and the assessor would

kiow it from the result of *‘the higgling

of the market.”

But the value of land would not be deter-
miged alone by what that particular land
sold or rented for, but also by its ad-
vaantages over neighboring land. Conse-
quently if A chose to allow his tenant
to pay the old rent, althouzh the land
was worth more, the relative value of
other land wouid detect the fraud. But

that would not be necessary to meet your

point. Land alone would not be rented if
the tax was fully imposed, but land with
improvements would be, and the owner
would try to get as much as possible for
his real estate, just as he does now. Ac-
cordingly, if A’s tenant cou!d pay more A
would ask more, and for a time, during the
traasition period between the lower and
the higher value, he would get the benetfit
of it. This temporary benefit would always
be a sufficient inducement to him to
charge what the land was worth, If the
owner of the land uses it hiwself, any in-
creased productive capacity not peculiar to
that particular land would be measured
both by the value of similar iand and by
the selling or renting price his land would
acquire as soon as its greater productive
capacity became &known. If the greater
vaiue were confined to the particular land,
as in the case of a mine, it would be mani-
fested by a greater selling or renting price
than that of the surrounding land.

So lonyg as the tax did not take the entire
rental value there would be a margin of
rent going to the owner which capitalized
would be the selling value, and the assessor
would have no more to do than to ascer-
tain the selling value from the market and

 levy the tax raie if the entire rental value

were taken. The higgling of the market
would ‘relate directly to renml value in-
stead of relating indirectly to it as now.

Why Shexid He Be?®

PoveaxrersiE.—Upon what basis is a mem-
ber of the community taxed who, havieg no
iand, lends money or furnishes merchandise
to land owuaers, receiving for the same notes
aud bonds, bearing profits aad interest, to be
paid to him by the same iand owner giving
the note or boud and from whom the interest
and profits are received by the non-laud
owaer, to wbun the mote or bord is given,
sud whbo receives value upon the same in the
shape of interest or profits? A.

8o far as the tragsaction you mentioti is
concerned he would pay no more taxes

.. than now.

Why should he? The furniture or
merchandise is a product of labor, no part
of which the community has any more
right 10 confiscate than an individual would
have, And what would it accomplish?
Taking such transactions as a whoie the
borrower who cousumed the Jabor products
would have to pay the tax in the end.

Free Trade.
BRooELYN.~] know a trade that the men

~don't earn §6 a week at, because the Dutch can

#end 1he goods Lere cheaper than they can be
made in this country. Would you put them
on a footing with the rest of the mechanics in
this country, or would you keep them there
until you brought the rest of the mechanics
down to them? JAMES HAMiLTON.
We are in {avor of free trade now.
Suppose such a taviff were put on the
trade of which you speak as to raise
wages (if that were possible)to $30 a week;
bow long would it be before the Dutch
workman would come here in such num-
bers that he would bring wages back to $6?
It is not cheap goods, but limited op-
portunities 1o work that make wages low,

and to shift tariff taxes to land taxes

would tend to make more opportunities to
work. Read “Protection or Free Trade?

G Feurier and Geeorge.

MEw York.—You willi greatly oblige me
€ you

mu state h:our paperwlu&bcu

Henry George's plans are identical with those
of Fourier; and, if not, in what they differ?
) E. R F
They are not. If you are familiar with
Fourier's plaus, it will be easier for you to
discover the difference by reading *‘Prog-
ress and Poverty” than for me to explain.
It is enough to say that Mr. George pro-
poses no other reorg:nization of society
than is involved in and will naturally flow
from abolishing taxes on labor products
and taxicg land to its fuil rental value.

The Righis of Ploneers.

Roskeup Laxg Raxcs, Stillwater postoffice,
Mount.—(1) Do you wvot bonestly think the mea
who came to this western country years ago,
~when 1t was an unknown couatry slmost—tak-
ing tbeir lives in theiwr hands, so {0 speak—
contending at every step with. the merciless
savages, not knowing what minute would be
their last upon.earth, earned all the land they
were allowed to take up under the land jaws?

(2) Do not the men who come bere even
now, denying themselves and their families
the necessaries and comforts of life agd the
advantages of society which they enjoyed-in
the states, earn all the land they are permit-
ted to take up under the laws?

(3) Would these people come out to the far
west, incurring such an expense of time,
mooey and labor, making themselves almost
martyrs (the eurhier settlers), if it was uader-
stood that they could not acquire titie to the
land necessary for a homestead for eachi

(1) 1s there pot in the world to-day an
abundance of vacant land, not claimed by
anybody, to provide each head -of a family
(and each other person, for that’ mat.ter).
with & bomestead, and which can be bad by
simply moving upon it and improving it

(9) Is not the feeling of dxscontenb sbhown
by many people in pupulous countries, and
which you are wickedly, as I think, seeking
Lo aggravate and turan iuto wrong channels,
merely a scheme of providence to drive the
people out to occupy these vacaut lands?

You will confer a favor if you will reply
to each of the above questious at your leisure.
I claim for myself that I am just as houest
as yourself in my desire that each man should
bave an equal chance in this worid, aund that
there should be mone very poor nor noune
very rich; but I am totally unable to see how
the doctrives you preach tend to bring about
such a perfect society as we wish for.

; HENRY. J ARMSTRONG.

(1) No. They dearly earnedthe right to
use it, but not the right toown it in per-
petuity.

(2) No.

(3) Not if they could use land nearer
home on better terms.

(4) No.

(d) No.

Your honest desirethat each man should
have an equal chance in the worid is not
doubted; neither is the truth of your con-
fession that you cannot see how our doc-
trines would accomplish it. But you can
best prove the honesty of your desire by
tr)mg to improve your mental vision. It
is evident that you do not know what you
are talking about. You express your na-
bility to understanud how our doctrines
would berefit society, as if you knew what
the doctrines wetre and had considered the
reasons for them; and yect any one who
has read “Progress and Poverty™ has only
to read your letter to know that you have
never read it. ,

It is a shame that men should be forced
to go far away from the place of their
birth into unknown countries to fight
mercilessly with merciless savages for a
place on the earth’s surface on which to
live and out of which to make a living. If
all land were taxed to its full value there
would be so much to be had for nothing
within the borders of civilization that no
one would be driven away from home. It
is not natural that civilization should jump
from point to point like a grasshopper in a
grain field; its natural movement is an
advance or spreading out. Laud owner-
ship prevents this by encouraging the
withdrawal of land from use in the out-
skirts of all communities and compelling
men to leap over it to points beyond where
land is uearly free; and as the unused
land of one community now touches the
unused land of other communities far out
to the frontier, the leup is a long one.
You appear to have been one of the long
leapers.

The feeling of discontent, the aggrava-
tion of which grieves you so, is due to a
sense of injustice. If you believe that it is
a scheme of God for the purpose of forc-
ing men to expatriate and murder Indians,
your ideal of God, done in colors, would
make a good illustration for some of the
mwore exciting passages of Dante’s Inferno.

How the Tax Would Benefit Landiords.

NEw YOrk.—(1) Let us suppose that the
lands in Ireland are taxed to their full value.
bow will that do away with landlordism. 1
should think that the rents would be raised
by the land holders to balance the increase of

taxes
{2) How will the land tax benefit the land

holders? _ Bra.

(1) By making the mere owning of lund
unprofitable and giving all the profit to
the user, according to the use he makes of
it—that is, according to his industry. Do
you not know that Irish rents are all the
Irish people can bear? How, then, could
they be increased by a mere tax on the
landlordk? By law parents are entitled
to the wages of their minor children;
suppose they were taxed to the full
value of their echildren’s wages, could
the pavents get even by making their
children earn miore? Land rent is a mo-
nopoly price—the owner always gets all
that the tenant can or will pay; conse-
quently, a tax on rent cannot be added to
the rent. If the tenant could or would
pay more, the landlord wouldn’t wait for
a land value tax; he would adopt Shakes-
peare’s philosophy and act upon the princi-
ple, that *If 'twere done when ‘tis done,
then 'twere well it were done quickly.”
Read Land and labor tract No. 37.

(2) It would not benefit land owners as
land owners. If they were also workers,
it would benefit them as workers; but it is
not the purpose of the land value tax to
benefit mere drones.

The Yainable Land of Peor Men,

NEw YORK.—You said in reply to a letter
(issue of 12th inst.) that in a case where the
ground upon which a poor man had built be-
came s0 valuable that he would be practically
taxed out of his house, he would doubt-
less be able to put up a suitable building upon
the lot, or that at most it would be a case of
individual hardship. This appears tv me to
be a very serious objection to the land tax
Let us suppose that all or nearly all tke
ground west of Central park, which was vacant
& few years %o hn bnn takea up by work-

amount, therefore, would not be in excess

ingmen who have put a thousand or two dol-
lars in improvement upon those lots. Now if
the lots are in great demand, the tax becoming
heavier and heavier they will be taxed out of
their homes. Their improvements would
be probably of no value to those wishing to
build. I see no way out of the dilemma for
these men. If they could afford to build a
suitable building they would bave to tear
down their present house. In which case
they might as well leave and build upon any
vacant lot, or they would be compelled to
sbandon their home and begin again some-
where else.  Would not it work this way in a
vast pumber of cases?! I believe thoroughly
in the injustice of the increased value of land
gowg into private pockets, but the preseat
system does enable a poor man to get the
value of improvements out of the sale of the
land. Could there not be a law by which im-
provements up to certaio percentage of the
value of the land could be compensated for
if the tenant was compelled to ‘abaadon his
bome by reason of increase in tax?

(2) The present taxes are levied upon the
basis of the cost of running the government
of the city, town, etc. You, as I understand,
propose to levy a tax equal I suppose to the
legal rate of interest upon the value of the
land. Would not the amount raised be often
very much in excess of what would be re-
quired, and as oftea very much below! Would
that not present serious difficuities?

I am extremely interested in your move-
ment, and am certainly with you if { can be
convinced that the Jand tax will accomplish
the quarter of what is claimed for it.

B. H N.

(1) If the present system cnables a poor
man whose land becomes valuable ta get
back the value.of his improvements out of
the sale of his land, it is at the expense of
people who are made poor and kept poor
by the system. 1f such cases of hardship
arose it would be much better to reheve
them out of a common fund. We do not
believe your fears are well founded; but as
the land value fund would belong to the
community, the community might devote
some of 1t to such rehef if it chose. It is
sutlicient that the objection is a trifle com-
pared to the hardships caused by the
present system.

You lcave out of consideration the op-
portunity that would be open to every
pocor man to become a rich man by
working.

(2) The land value tax would be based,
as is the present tax, on the cost of gov-
ernment and public institutions. The

of what was required. It might in some
communities be less than seemed to be
required, the obvious remedy for which
would be a reduction of public expenses.
There is no serious difficulty here.

A Poor Man’s Case.

NEw YoORrk.—Please answer this question:
Iown a lot for which f paid $200, money
earned by the sweat of my brow. If your
land value theories are put into execution and
I baven't got capital enough to build a house,
will my tavested §200 be coufiscated?

A. CuLLEN.

If your lot is worth $200 you would have
to pay a tax on $200, whether you used the
lot or not; and your tax would be no higher
if you built than if you did not build. This
system being generally in force, you would
find work plentiful and steady and wages
high, which would enable you to build.
Under the present system irregular work
and low wages interfere with your build-
ing, and if you do manage to build, the
assessor comes along and fines you for it,
and the better the building the higher
your fine,

Monopoly and Mortgnges.

TroY.—(1) Supposing the system you advo-
cate were in practice and the government had
control of all monopolies, such as telegraphs,
railroads, etc.; a certain man bas a large
amount of capital which he wants to invest in
a paper mill, and havisg got machinery down
to such perfection in that business it can be run
with very little help, less than other businesses.
Now why could not that man with bis capital
go to some portion of the coatry, on the hne
of some railroad, where laud haslittle or no
value, build his paper mill, and there start
business with the few men he requires. Set-
tling on such land with little rental value at-
tached, he would not have to pay the large
rent he would pav if he were located in some
city, and with railroads rununing so cheap
under the governmeut, freightage would not
be high. Now, why could not that mun have
a monopoly of that industry, not being ham-
pered either with large rents or high freight-
age?! Thenif that were so, the small manu-
fucturcr would not have an equal show with
the large one.

(2) All improvements being exempted from
taxation, how are you going to tax the man
that holds a mortgage? C. M. Huigsr.

(1) He might have a monopoly of that
industry if his machinery could not be
duplicated or if there were no cheap land
but his. The peculiar fact about questions
like this is that such monopolies are not
only possible, but to some extent actually
exist now, and it is our present system of
taxation that makes them possible. When
taxes fall on labor products, production, by
being made more difticult, tends to con-
centrate under the control of men of large
capital; and when lund is dear the ditli-
culties of production are further increased
and the tendency to monopoly is enhanced.
By taking all taxes off of labor products
business men of small means are strength-
ened; and by taxing land, which tends to
destroy its spcculatwe value, opportunities
for business are enlarged. This enables
thousands of wage workers to employ
themselves, who, by increasing the demand
for wage workers, raise wages, thus en
abling workingmen to be larger consumers
and consequently to increase productlon.

(R) As to mortoawes that existed when
the change went into effect we would con-
sider the morigagee as a joint owner. But
subsequent mortgages we would treat
as personal  property., You cannot im-
pose a tax on mortgages which subse-
quent mortgageors will not have to pay.
If the current mte of interest were § per
cent and your taX on mortgages 1 per cent,
no one would lend for less th.m 6 per cent.
And if you taxed mortgages 6 per cent
(the full interest limit), no one would lend
except at usurious rates—rates that would
cover not only current interest plus tax,
but also plus insurance against loss by
plea of usury.

A Tendency.

BRrROOKLYN, N. Y.—I am a native of Suffolk
county, N. Y., mostly a farming region.
Taxes for 1885 were: Town taxes, 303 079.46;
county taxes, $53,760.9G; school! tax, $16,242.57;
state tax, $31.856.04; total, $154,919.53. What
would be the effect of the single land tax
upon tkis tax if adopted by the state of New

York! ‘Wouid it shuft the local taxes a little |

more from the farms t,o the villages, and
would it diminish the school and state taxes,
shifting them more to the large cities?

o J HW.
That would be the tepdency.

A Colered Man’s Quandary.

HARRISBURG, Pa.—] am & colored man, and
read THE STANDARD weekly. I have worked
bard, and bhave saved enough money to-buy
two bouses. One I live in, the other rents for
810 per month. Now, under your land
reformation would I take the rent as usual or
would it go for the benefit-of the community?

Gro. W. WESLYNN.

You would take the rent as usual. The
only change would be- unhe mode of tax-
ing you.

You are now taxed on everything you

eat and wear and on'the hiouse you livein.
Some of these taxes are collected directly,
but others are collected.from the manufact-
frer and storeleeper and by them added
to the price of what youbuy. If thesingle
tax were enforced, you would pay on-the
value of. the two lots you own and nothing
else. Both your houses and all you buv
would be. free from taxes. Therefore,
if your lots are worth a good deal and your
houses not much, your taxes might be
higher; but if your houses are worth as
much, or nearly- as. much or more than
your lots, your tas.es would certainly be
fower.

Room far-All.

NEWw York.—Please aaswer the following:

(1) If the population’ o the world can Be
put in the state of Texast If 'so; ‘bow many
people would there be to the acre?

(3) Can a communication in writing go
through the mail the same as a.cu'cular by
leaving the envelope open for a one ceut
stamp!? W. C.

(1) Ten people to the acre, with room for
about a quarter as many more."
(%) No.

Risky s»eculauon.

Prrrsauuc Pa.—I am a student of your
theory, but am not yet a convert. I am
taught by “Progress and Poverty” that a
single tax on land would abolish speculation
in land. Being an uneducated workingman I
am unable to solve the following probletn:

1 buy a suburban lot to-day for §1,010, on
which I pav a tax of four per cent—$40. At
the end of a year my lot has increased twenty-
five per cent in value; at the end of the sec-
ond year it has increased twenty-five per
cent, aund so on for four years, increasing
each year twenty-five per cent on the
purchase price. During the four years I pay
as taxes respectively, $40, $50, $60, $70;
total, §220. 1 lose the interest on my §1.000,
which, at current rates, would be in four
years $160, which, added to the tax, makes
§350. My lot at the end of four yvears has
cost me 1,350 and is worth 2,000, 1 sell and
pocket §G20. Is this a speculation or do I
not understand your theory?

Dax WI‘\'!.L.L\ .

It would be a speculation but a very |

risky one.
Let us follow your speculatum from the
beginning: ‘

You buy for $1,000; vour tax is $40, :nid"’

you iose (at say 4 per cent.) 340 in interest’|iq
which you might have made by investing
your thomand dollars producnvelv. Thel
second year, the land being worth $1,: 50,
you pay $50.in taxes and lose $50 in in-
terest.. The third year, the land being
worth $1,500, yvou pay &80 in taxes and
lose $60 in ‘interest.
the land being worth $1,750, you payv $70
in taxes and lose $70 in interest. Your
speculation will have .cost you, therefore,
at the end .of the fourth year, when you
sell for £2,000, the aggregate sum of
$1,440, leaving you a protit of §560. But
you assume that you could sell for 22,000.
Now, you could only sell to one of two
classes of persons:  First, a  class that
thought the land would go qtlll higher; or
second a class that wanted to use llge land
and was willing to pay 8 per cent on.its
value annually for the privilege of doing
it. If interest was oniv 4 per cent no one
would be willing to pay 8 per cent for
land; therefore you could not sell to the
second class. And as speculation in land
is based on the possible earnings of the
land, you could not sell to the “first class
unless you caught a fool.

The fact is Umt yvour land would not rise
as you have imagined. Four per cent is
pretty nearly the {ull rental value of land,
aud when that tax was imposed, the sell-
ing value of your lot, instead of rising
twenty-five per ceiit, as you assume, would
fall nearly one hundred per cent. You
would then have to do one of two things,
either use the land, or sell it for the most
you could get, for it would not pay you to
keep it out of use and unproductive under
the burden of a heavy tax. And as the
effect of the tax on all land would be simi-
lar, we should very soon find that specially
desirable land was paying nearly its full
rental value into the treasury, while land
not specially desirable would pay no tax at
all because there would be so much of it

racant and unowned.

It may occur to you-that if you sold
your lot, say for $100 instead of using it,
the tax would fall to $4. That would de-
pend upon whether the lot had an actual
rental value or not. If it had no rental
value the tax would f{all to nothing; but if
it hud a rental value (all land having value
being taxed in the same way) the rate of
tax would rise as the selling value fell be-
low a capitalization of the rent. For ex-
amnle: Suppose the rental value was $50
annually. Then the land would have a
selling value of ouly $"OO for no one
would pay morethan $200 for land that
was worth but $30 a year if it was taxed
$40 a year and the tax was to be increased
as the value increased. A similar falling
ofl in selling value would occur as to all
land subject to the tax, necessitating an
increase of the rate from four per cent to
twenty per cent, which would make the
tax $40 as before. 'So long as the taxre-
mained at this rate and the rental value
did not increuse or diminish the selling
value would be stationary at $200.

Notes.

ALBERT SMrTH, Brooklyn.—We cannot give
you the information. You might mqmre at
the Astor library.

R. C. J.,, Buffalo.—The letter of State
Assessor Staley N. Wood requires no answer.
All bis reasoning is based upon a notion that
it is proposed to tax land by area instead of
by value. You will see this if you read the
last paragraph of his letter, which is as fol-
lows: “Itis claimed that under the George
theory land or valuable lots in cities wouid
pay more proportiorately than farms or other

country property, and beuce gouatry prop- J

‘And‘the fourth year, -

P

erty would be relieved in a measure. This
could not follow unless there was a high rate
for the cities and a low rate for the couniry.
There must be a uniform rate of taxation for
state purposes, and therefore all property,
regardless of location, would pay an equal
proportion of taxes based upon a fair, full,
uniform valuation of the realtyin the state.”

R. J. BeLL, El Cajon, Cal.—You are evi-
dently a sincere searcher after the truth, but
your objections were fully considered long
before you made them. Read ‘‘Progress and
Poverty” aud ‘Protection or Free Tradef
and then write again.

J. O. PAWLING, Griffin’s Corner, N. Y.—You
are right as tc existing mortgages. If Aowns:
a $10,000 farm and B has a:$3,000 mortgage on
it, one-half of the land value tax that A pays
should go to offset the mortgage.

Louis F. PosT.

S a—

Even a Man Awav Off in New Orleans Can
Sce Through the Little Problem That
Bothered a ** World*® Reporter.

NEw ORLEANS, Nov. 26.—Friend R.: The
chipping from the news columauas of the New
York World of the 17th inmst., in regard to
the application of the “George theory” to the
vacant Jots in New York city, which you sent.
me, has been received and digested. I am
glad to see that you do give the subject some
thought. The illustrations of the reporter
really emphasize the truth of the theory he
seeks to overthrow. Take the first case
given, that of Mary G. Pinckney. She is said
to awn 138 vacant lots in the Twelfth ward;
valuation, $932,000; assessed lifty per cent, or
at:$466,000; tax rate, 2.16 per cent. She pays
$73 per lot for the privivege of holding them
vacant, or a total of §10,005.60 per year.

Supposing the valuation to reimnain the same
under the system of a land tax, taking the
rental value, 4 per cent on valuation would be

37,230, or §270 per lot per year. The reporter
will say, “None but a rich man could pay the
‘lease of the land.’” But could any but a
rich person pay the £10,065.60 per year uader.
the present system for the privilege of hold-
ing these lots vacant? Of course not. Why
does M. . P. pay that tax? It is certaiuly
not because she is anxious to contribute $10,-
065 per year toward the expenses of govern-
ment. In ordinary times and cases patriotisur
does not go thut far. She pays. because the
assured growth and improvement of the city
will so enhance their value thut socme one
whose business demands them will be. willing
to pay hber a price sufficieny to reimburse her
for the original amount she paid, plusaccumu-
lated taxes and interest, and a handsome
profit beside. She will then reap where she
has not sown, and society will have rewarded
hier for withholding that land from use, while
countless numbers were wasting away on
Mauhattan island for want of employment
fresh air and sunlight.

Just what the i.md tax would make M. G.
P. do is this: pay notonly the full reatal value
of the lund this year, but each succeeding
year; if the rental value increased, pay that
increase alsc iuto the ecity treasury. No mat-
ter, then, how rich she might be, she could
have no motive in keeping the lots out of use.
But you may ask, what recompense have you
to offer her for her iuvestment? The only
right one, namely, free all improvements she
may ma’l\e from taxation. She will then
‘either put up buildings for rent or else relin-'

vish the land to those who will. If her
bux!dmgs and improvements should excced
the value of the Iand her taxes would

:wetually be less thaa under the present sys~

tem.

The effccts of such a reform are at once
manifest; buildings would go up like mag ic,
-employment would be given to.the Ldle, every
department of legitimate industry would be.
quickened, the old tenement rockeries down
town would make way for business bouses,
and the conflict between .labor and eapiial
would become only a memory.
nity would take for itself the values which
the community’s growth had made.
ducer and consumer being relieved of taxa-
tion would get thag w hich cheir industry pro-
duced. ~JAMES MJDDL“'IO\.

Shall the United Labor Party Dlake a
. Presidential ;.\omw'xuon. g
.CRICAGQ, Ill.—Right here it would scem to

be a pertinent question to ask, and a very im-

portant question to answer, Are we  to

have a presidential candidate in 1885 My
only reason for touching on this sub_}cct in

THE STANDARD-is to bring forth discussion on

the most weizhty topic now bet‘ore us. From.

my point of view it would secm to be the v oy
best course to pursue for many reasons.
It would bring together the represeutative

men of our cause in the Umted States. It

would necessitate the choosm" of a name for
a party which must ere long write the laws
cf the nation. This in itself “ould be 2 much
necded measure, and if wisely chosen, as it
certainly will be, would place us on a more
solid basis all over the country. It would be Lhe
meansof awukening more enthusiusm: thau ever

among our own rapnks’ and thereby spread- |-
ing the' doctrine more wisely. It would un-
doubtedly be the means of setting many peo-

ple whom the light has not yet shone

upon to thinking and questioning ubout
the new party and thus be the means of
giving our friends many more opportunities to
\.atch the popular- ear; and who amoug us-
does not realize the value of merely cret,tinw 3.
listener? Were we to have a national oreani-
zation with a platform of asfew and simple
words as possible in which to comprehensively
explain our standing, and a good name illus

trative of our gmnd prmcxple and free from

any class construction, these features alone

would form wonderful means for the spread-

ing of the truth and give us: all our twh:mn* 1

colors.
We have many earnest workers herc, not;

the least of whom are Messrs. thte, Van
Ornura and Pearson, and the women are nat |
lagging, as an instance of which may be cited
the untiring energy of Miss Beck and sevcmiﬁ,“ ‘
other ladies of ciub. No. 1; and ‘I firmly be-
lieve that such a cause as ours will not be.
long. in bringing forth men in Chicazo who
will be to us w hat McGlyun, Pentecoat Hunt-
| ingdon, Giacken, etc., are to the Anti-pov erty

socxety J. H. brmFFEs lul‘o Pzame avenue.

Wants a National Convention Called ns‘

Noon as Pesaible.

FaryinGToxn, Ia.—It is a curious mstance of!

“able discussion of ways and means we shail
attempt an answer by submitting twowmath-

“that we may be better able to meet the foe.

“support our party next year, it will be due to

The commu--

.The pPro- :

A SUGGESTION FOR ORGAN

XEw Yorr CiTy.—The Teverse whi
united labor party expericnced on Nov
has apparently been very sugcestive to the
metropolitan press. With them o redu fl
vote means ebbing vua!uy———a waning par
while an increased vote is to them an ¢
dence of fresk vigor, new life—a succeeding
party. In view of this we must increase our |
numerical s*renoth (despite tbe fact’ r.ha.ts the
next contest will be a presideatial one), else -
we can never expect the *‘greut dailies® and
their constituencies to regard - us as a perma-
pent factor in pohtxcs-—-zwd a de*ermuunf’
one, too. :

The question then which canfront& hha

~undersigned and every pracmeal voter in.
~our party is, what method is best c&lcmated.
to systematically disseminate our prmcxgles

and swell our voting ranks. After consider-

‘ods of systematic canvass. The first, which
we adopted on election day, bears the same -
relation to the second that the guerilla band
does to the thoroughly equipred and diseci-
pliced army. It operates in this way: We
are each sccuring a list of friends and ace
quaintances, six' in number, who agree to
read “Progress and Poverty” as soo: as wa
supply the book. This constitutes the enter-
ing wedge. We then propose to calten eaciy -
individual at stated intervals, in company, so

‘In this way we expect to acquaint at least
one dozen voters (we don't kandle non-voters
just now) with the principles of the united
labor party, and should they be induced to

the superior merit of its principles.

The second is 2 much more elaborate plan,
and il sufficiently practical and meritorious
‘will probably require the efforts of the party's
leaders to introduce ite  In our opinion it pos-
sesses some substantial advantages over the
first onme. In substance it is a subdivision of
every assembly district organization into
clection district organizations. Term them,
say, united labor crusaders, and designate
each election district organization a ‘‘coms
‘pany,” giving each one a sepurate letter of
the alphabet. Take, for example, the
Twenty-third district. Let us suppese theres
are ‘ten: election districts in it. The first
wauld be Company “A”of the united labor
crusaders of the Twenty-third assembly dis-
trict, aud so on up to the teoth, which would
read. Company *J” of the united labor
crusaders of the Twenty-third assembly dis-
tnca It is fair to suppose that every dx;tnct
urwamzatlou contains one Or more mems=
bers from each electioun district in its limits.
“Now, these members would form the nucleus
of each cempany of crusaders. They conid
select a guiding spirit to be known as
the master crusader of that particular com- -
pany, and they could meet at his residence
weekly or fortnightly in order to outline the

‘induced to attend. Every company would ba:
requued to secure the name and address of
every voter in their parsicular election dis-
trict, secure as many copies of “Progress and
Poverty” and ‘‘Protection or Free dee’é" as
- the members could afford, and sead out a cir-
cular like the following among  the voters of
the district, one circular bemc' sent for each -
booh at the organization’s disposal: S
- .Compauy “A,” united labor crusaders of
“the twenty-thxrd assembly district, George
Green, master crusuader. :
HEADQUARTERS, 674 East 135th street, New
York, December —, 1887. Dear Sir: The uni-
ted labor party, recognizing that the rea} dif-
ficulties which they are ubhf"ed to meet and
overcome are due to xfrnorauce of their aims -
or  misupprehensions “created by a hostile
press, has organized in every election district
an association for the specitic purp: se of aug-
mcating public interest and discussion in the

: dertu.ken to solve on entirely new principles;:
and, furthermore, to bring within the intelli-
gent range of every vm:er the sum of our
aims and the potent reasons for sustaining
them, which will serve to explain our agres-
_siveness and vitality in face of defeat.

- Our reasons for requesting your resnectfui ‘
consideration of this question are:

1. Te acquaint you with existing social
wrongs, especially the inequitable distribution:
of “eaith caused by land monopoly which
ocur present system fosters, t ovether mhh the
‘evils which it engenders. i ,

2. To bring to your notice a sure remeuy
forthe. ac._;ustment of these wrongs founded
‘on the natural love of justice—a measure ex-.

tn,mciv simple and decidedly radical.

3. Toprove that no natural right will be
violated by the operation of this simple yet
efficacious. remedy, that our principles are tha
essence of justice; that they are intended to
weld society more firmiy together as a whele,
‘not to disrupt it; that they menn the perpetus
aLmu of this republic-and the dawn of a

righer moral dud intellectual standard, con~‘

qequcnt,l y an era of hizher civilization.

‘and propagandist after you shall have becoma
convinced that our Solutien of the labor prebe
lemis the only true and practical one. = :

As our principies are an advocation of Mr.
.George's theories, we propose to make vout
chua.mted with them by deputing member
of this association to convey to you a copy of
“Progress and Poverty” for perusal. Should
_You prefer to read one Mr. Georgze’s other
works, we inclose a return posmi card with
the entire list of them printed thereon.- Indi-
cate your choice and raail it a.h your. earhest‘
cunvenience.

In requesting ';ou to make vourse!f ‘ac~
quainted with the whole truth Cmeermnﬂ' the
movement, you will netice that we h&ve aps=
-pealed-to no prejudice or sentiment, feeling
‘contident: that the truth will revea;!* ‘
sooner or later to.the [air-minded reader.

Comp'mv “AMof the umtcd lubar crusaders

135Lh Street.” Y u uud youx' :

dially xuvxt.ed to be present whe

stances will permit you to do s
’lx'u:,fmtr r.lm.z. bhxs will

‘each assembz
Aathpuvcr&y :

the strength of the movement to see how f ,}* .

each fellow attempts to cheer up his fellow |
man because New York didn't cast all b‘er 1

votes for George. Every true convert is o
strong in the faith that he doesg’t waver him--
self, but fears his friends will. For myself,
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- NOT YET.

The investigation by the interstate com-

merce commission into the methods of the
‘Standard oil company has put into the
form «f{ sworn and reported evidence
many Iacts previously known or sus-
pected concerning the methods and pur-
poses of that gigantic monopoly. It was
clearly shown, for instance, that, despite
the explicit provisions of the interstate
commerce act, various railroads still dis-
crimate against the rivals of the monopoly
in canving oil. This was proven with
great clearness in the case of the Louis-
wille and Nashville railroad company, and
the evidence of one of the company’s own
agents showed discrimination so marked,
covered by evasions and subterfuges so
bungling, that it seems no excuse can be
ofiered if the commissioners shall fail to
put in {orce the penal clauses of the law.

Last week J. D. Rockefeller, chairman
of the Standard oil trust, was examiged
and ke named the numerous companies
composing the “trust.” Mr. Rockefeller
denied that these companies “pool” their
profits, but this seems to have been a
mere matter of definition. When the ques-
tion, “-is it not a fact that the stockholders
of the various companies forming this
trast who hold trust certilicates re-
ceive us dividends a pio rata share of the
profits of the combined companies in pro-
portion to their holdings of the certiticates,
withou® regard to the earnings of the com-
panies in which they own stock?™ Mr.
Rockelclier had the question repeated and
then with manifest reluctance made am

affirmative reply. Whatever may be Mr.
Rockefeller's definition of “pooling,” the
practice described by the question above
given is precisely that called ¢“pooling™ by
the gencral public.

In the cowrse of his examination Mr.
Pockeicller stated to Mr. Follett, counsel
for the complainant, that the capital of
the {rust is about $99,000,000, and the fol-
lowing interesting collogquy ensued:

“*Your company,” said Mr. Follett, “is rep-
rasented in nearly every town of industrial
iwportance in the country, is it not#'

“In every town, yes.”

“Is it not true that your business extends
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the
Gulf of Mexico to the northera boundary of
the United States?

“Not yvet,” replied Mr. Rockefeller.

This ““not yet” is significant. The primary
object of the interstate commerce act is to
jprevent the very discrimination by means
of which the Standard trust has acauired
the absolute control of from 635 to 80 per
«ent of the whole output of oil in this coun-
try. The case was one tried before the
commission on a complaint of an oil re-
. finer whom the Standard trust had tried to
crush. Mr. Rockefeller, the head of the
trust, was testifying in that very case, the
question at issue being whether the power
of the Uniled States government is suf-
ficient {o scotch or crush out just such
monopoliecs. When asked under such cir-
cumstances if the business of his trust did
not now extend over every part of the ter-
witory of the United States, Mr. Rockefeller
calmly answers, “not yet.” That, in de-
fiance of all such puny eflorts a
mere government may put forth, this
trust with its ninety millions of capital
will have a complete and unchallenged
monopoly of the oil business of the whole
<ountry, Mr. Rockefeller does not permit
himself for one moment to doubt. His
gssurance is sublime, but it is justified by
the facts. So long as the government
&ims at the mere regulation of the power
that has seized the highways of our coun-
try monopolists can afford to laugh at its
efforts 1o control them or curtail their pur-
chased privileges. When the government
owns and operates these great highways,
and not until then, can it assure equal
rights to all of its citizens and interpose an
eflectual bar to the building up of mo-
nopoly through discrimination in trans-
portation rates.

- XNo such measure wili evaer be passed,
however, by either of the two old partics
thatare bidding frantically for the sup-

port of monopolies in their efforts te cor-

ruptly- purchase power. A party that
looks to the people for support can alone
be trusted to take so long a step forward

_ toward restoring to the people their just
rights and powers.

Amid the shouting and excitement over
the dislrict attorneyship during the recent
municipal canvass, now and then a whisper
from sume knowing man was heard to the
efiect that therc were heavier interests in-
volved in the comptrollership than in the
fight between Nicoll and Fellows. It was
‘said tiat the aqueduct ring had exercised

a0 littie influence, not merely in prevent- |
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ing Comptrolier Loew’s renomination, but
in making Mr. Myers the democratic can-
didate. Men very familiar with municipal
matters shook their heads sagely and re-
marked that three years was as long &
time as Tweed had for effective work and
that all of his enterprises together would
not comnpare in magnitude with the aque-
duct job. It is somewhat significant
that almost on the heels of the election
the aqueduct contractors have made
a demand for about $3,000,000 for extra
work. Comptroller Loew denies the justice
of the bill and publicly says that so long
as he is in office not one dollar of the pub-
lic money will go to satisfy the claim. Mr.
Loew said: **My term of office expires in a
few weeks. I will not have it said thatI
went out of office condoning such a gigan-
tic fraud as it appears that these con-
tractors are attempting to perpetrate.”
This is very well so far as it goes, but it
only goes to the end of December. Then
a new comptrolier comes into otfice and we
may find that he will be less oblivious than
Mr. Loew to the claim of the contractors
that the little extras in consideration of
which they claim $3,000,000 were ordered
by Chief Engineer Church and that the
city is liable for them. It is aninteresting
incident and not the only one that may
cause the busicess men who have been
shouting over the great democratic victory,
bought for cash on the 8th of November,
to revise their estimates of the exact value
of that already costly purchase.

The newspapers have had a great deal
to say in praise of the benevolent individ-
uals who provided free turkeys for the
poor of our great cities on Thanksgiving
day.

Suppose, however, that a benevolent
Englishman bhad forwarded by steamer
from Liverpool a hundved thousand tur-
keys, to be freely given to a hundred thou-
sand poor men in New York. Would our
daily press have regarded that as a grace-
ful act of charity to be acknowledged
with thanks, or as a hostile interference
with the American industry of turkey
raising.

Also, if itis a good thing for American
citizens that Mrs. Lamadrid should furnish
them turkey for nothing, why would it be
a bad thing for American citizens if Eng-
lish manufacturers should furnish them
dress goods at half their present cost?

Young George Gould has been telling a
newspaper reporter in a tentative way
that the great railway and other interests
viewed Mr. Cleveland's election to the
presidency with a great deal of alarm, but
that they have recovered from their fright
and are now entirely satisfied with the ad-
ministration. Jay Gould has also confided
to a World representative at Marseilles his
entire satisfaction with the administration.
Taken in connection with the proposed
changes in the cabinet and the dismissal of
Land Commissioner Sparks, already com-
mented upon in THE STANDARD, it looks
as though the understanding between the
big mounopolies and the administration had
almost reached a point at which further
concealment is regarded as useless. The
resuit in New York has not merely em-
boldened the democrats, but convinced
them that plenty of money is the only
requisite to political success, and hence they
are not merely recady but eager to be cor-
rupted more completely and more fre-
quently. They never knew before its full
delights,

But think of the horror and wretched-
ness with which the republican bosses
must watch this now open dalliance of the
monopolists with their foes. Did not Jay
Gould’s money help to seat Hayes? and
was it not his money again that, in the
very nick of time, assisted to vindicate
principle by the election of Garfield?
Have not all the great monopolies poured
money year after year into the republican
campaign fund? If such men no longer
dread democratic success, where is the re-
publican party to get money from in the
future? and if they are actually going
to give money to the democrats,
what hope is there that republi.
can principles can receive such a vindica-
tivn as democratic principles received in
New York onthe 8th of November? The
prospect must be a gloomy one for those
politicians who imagine that politics is to
consist forever in bidding for the favor
and financial assistance of monopolists
and boodlers. To those of us who expect
to see the people rise against all who live
by robbing thens, the practical demonstra-
tion that neither of the oid parties, as now
led and managed, will do anything what-
ever toward overthrowing monopoly, is not
so distressing.

Had the ghost of some revolutionary
patriot wandered into Trinity church on
Thanksgiving day, he would bave been
surprised to hear from that pulpit such
sentiments as that “the American revolu-
tion was a grand movement in defense of
individual and personal liberty and the
rights of man,” and that “the fathers of
the republic stood for law;” and, remem-
bering the Trinily church of the days when
he was in the flesh, the ghost might have
observed, and made a note of it, that the
world—even the Trinity church fringe of
the world—does move. But if he had re-
mained a little longer he would have
heard enough about “‘strong laws,” the
beneficence of “casses with wide social
distinctions,” and the ¢‘mere dreamn” of
fraternity, to convince him that Trinity
church has not moved very far after all
It is a fact that Trinity church, with what
it represents, does move, but it moves very
much as a mule moves—behind a halter
or in front of a club.

In his Thanksgiving sermon the Rev.

Morgan Dix asserted that it is impossible
“under the present conditions of human
nature to get rid of poverty and poor peo-
ple” He did not explain, however,
whether these conditions of human nature
attach to the poor, rendering them in-
capable of getting rich, or to the rich,
making them determined that the poor
shall remain poor—whether the conditions
are incapacity or greed. We. suggest that
he attempt the explanation; it would afford
him excellent - mental and spiritual exer-
cise. - o

By the death of his father Don Carlos
inherits the Bourbon title to. France.
Queer isn’t it—inheriting a country! But
in principle what is the difference between
inheriting a country and inheriting pieces
of a country?

If the democratic leaders who at Cooper
union last week congratulated themselves
in resounding resolutions on the triumph
of *‘democratic principles” at the last elec-
tion, had been called upon to define the
“democratic principles” that triumphed,
there would have been an awkward pause
in the proceedings.

At the Old guards’ celebration of Evacu-
ation day General Sickles took occasion to
say that he was not too old ‘‘to volunteer
as one of those who will put down these
scoundrels,” and then added: ¢1 would
rather we had the law on our side; but if
there is no law, I will be one of those who
will do it without law.” It is talk like
this and the lawless spirit of plutocracy
which talk like this exposes that makes re-
cruits for anarchy. It teaches those who
feel the hand of oppression that agitators
are right when they insist that the govern-
ing classes are law abiding .only while the
law runs their way. 7

The Philadelphia Times tells believers in

‘the single tax that the thing for them to

do *is to take up a tract of land in the
west and form a colony on the basis of full
land value taxation, so that everybody can
see how the scheme works.” Will the
Times explain how that can be done with
a protective tariff in force? or is it ignorant
after all of the nature of the single tax?

If the Times is in earnest in its sug-
gestion, however, and truly anxious to see
how the scheme would work experi-
mentally, let it induce congress to set
apart a portion of the public domain for
free settlement on condition that imports
warehoused there shall be free of duty,
that no internal revenue or other taxes
on products of labor shall be imposed, and
that settlers shall pay the annual value of
their land into the treasury of the col-
ony for public’ use, and we agree
to produce the colonists. But the
Times must not ask us to agitate for this
concession, for we are well convinced that
the larger measure of relief which would
benefit the whole country can be almost as
easily obtained as this one horse measure,
which would benefit only a comparatively
few people, and would benefit them only
on condition that they severed the associa-
tions of a lifetime and abandoned forever
the places to which they were attached.
If such a concession were a stepping stone
to the larger refcrm, it might be worth
seeking; but however suecessful the ex-
periment might be, beneficiaries of vested
rights in public wrongs would defend plun-
dering privileges just as selfishly, just as
bitterly, just as unrighteously, as ever.

Oun Monday last District Attorney Ran-
dolph B. Martine appeared in the court of
general sessions, presented his certificate
of election as judge of general sessions,
and solemuly swore that he had not paid
any money to purchase votes at the late
election.

If the money which Mr. Martine did
pay were traced to its ultimate use in con-
nection with the late election with a zeal
and acuteness such as were displayed by
the district attorney in tracing the dis-
bursements of Jacob Sharp and his fellows,
it is possible that——. However, never
mind what may be possible; there is no
danger that anything of the kind will be
done.

" But the recording angel must have a
queer looking account with Mr. Martine,

AN INQUIRY FROM DENMARK.

5 THORVALDSENS VEJ, }
COFENHAGEN, DENMARK,

Nov. 1, 18387, f
. Henry George, Dear Sir—The ideas exposed
and advocated in your books, more especially
the “Progress and Poverty,” are making
their way steadily thirough the Scandinavian
countries, especially since the translation of

“Progress and Poverty” by V. Ulimana.

Although we do not know as yet the utter
misery aud deprivations that reign among-
the lower classes in the great centers of
civilization, still the “bad times” are very
keenly felt and the conditions of the lower
laboring classes are very despairing, more
especially in the capitals, Copenbagen and
Stockholin, our oply great cities.

Since 1870 the socialistic ideas have become
very popular among our laborers in spite of
their German-philosophical, illiberal and
methodical turn that agrees very badly with
our national character.

It is, of course, chiefly in the frece and
liberal religious spheres that your banner is
raised, as you find there a deep and vivid in-
terest in the social problems, combined with a
thorough dislike of the German socialistic
ideas on account of their illiberalism and
blindness to the importance of the personal
freedom. .

However, when advocating your ideas there
is a hurting stone that very often bars the
progress of the cause. That is the reason
why I have taken the liberty to write to you;
vut to fully explain the matter I must say
some few words about the social and econ-
omic condition of the country.

- Agriculture is our chiel occupation; rearly
two-thirds of our population are directly em-
ployed in agricultural work. Moreover, most
part of the land is divided among proprietor
farmers in lots of from two to eighty acres.
This division is the work of the last century.
Before 1788 the land of each village was cul-
tivated in common, was the property of some
few janded proprietors. and -nobiemen, who,

f

besides, owned great estates; the farmers were
all but serfs.

Since the abolition of this next to serfdom,
the division of the land and the introduction
of a more parliamentary form of govern-
ment our peasantry has made enormous prog-
ress in all directions, has become the most in-
fluential class and has created and maintained
our position among the foremost agricultural
countries in Europe; whose butter and eggs
iea.iize the highest price in the English mar-
xet. '

However, this enormous and important
transformation has not been brought about
without occasioning a very heavy debt
on most of the farms. Very few
they. werc who a century back had
scraped sufficient money together to buy
their farm clear off, and at present we
can say that as a rule each farmer pays inter
est on a capital very nearly like the selling
value of his property (land and constructions
thereon).

Now, it is perfectly clear that your remedy,
to tax all land on its full selling value, would
not hurt these farmers in the least; on the con-
trary, would benefit them markedly.

The real sufferers under the transformation
or revolution, would, it seems to me, be
those that have placed their capital in the
land. Well, when these persons are rieh land

-owners like the duke of Westminster, 1 pity

them not, moreover, as they have plenty of
other properties; but with us it is somewhat
different. The capital placed in the land
chiefly belong to such institutions as, for in-
stance, our savings banks, the board of guard-
ians of minors; ia shor:, to such persons that
have in one way or another earned or inher-
ited a small capital on which to subsist or
with which to start work. They are placed
in land because 1mn an agricultural country
like ours this placement 1s regarded as the
safest and best for all who do not want to run
great risk and gain high interest, but are
satisfied with a moderate interest, provided
their capital is safe.

These capitals, it seems to me, would in-
evitably be lost under the transformation,
and this loss would be very keenly felt.

This is the burting stone that mars the pro-
gress of the ideas with us. Your remedy
itself is so simple, clear and just that every
child ean grasp it; but how can it be carried
out with us without temporarily injuring this
great class of small, earnest workers that
have saved a small lot of money and placed
it in land?

If you, from your great experience and
clearer insight in these matters, would favor
me with an explanation and solution of this
riddle, you would, I believe, highly enlighten
and advance the good cause ig Scandinavia.
: Jaxos E. LareE, Gardener.

The question Mr. Lange brings up is the
question that is brought up everywhere,
when the concentration of all taxes on land
values is proposed. It is not alone in Den-
mark that it constitutes what he so graph-
ically styles a ‘‘hurting stone,” but it is of
course the great obstacle to our progress
in all countries, Itis notin the nature of
things possible to devise any scheme by
which the change from an unjust system
to a just system can be made without rel-
atively at least injuring some one. But it
is alwayvs to be remembered that the
change is one that would result in increased
general prosperity, and that it cannot come
all at once but must, from its nature and
from the opposition which it will meet, be
brought about gradually. If in Denmark
those who huve invested in land values are
of the body of the people, and derive
part of their income from labor or
business, they will be cerain gain-
e on the one hand, even if
they are losers on the octher. The little
relative advantages that they now have by
reason of their investments are as nothing
to the gains which the increase in general
prosperity would bring them. In the case
of widows and orphans this perhaps may
not always be true, or not true to so great
a degree, but for such cases some provision
could easily be made from the large funds
which would accrue to the state from the
tax on land values. If, however, we were
to allow considerations of relative loss to
stand in the way of this great reform it
wotild never be accomplished.

The New Crusade to be Preached in Ro-
Scl‘e’ PN 1Y J.

ROSELLE, N. J.—8ix years ago “Progress
and Poverty” was handed me by a friend. 1
perused it at first with the sort of enjoyment
one finds in a first-class novel. This was due
to the countinuity of interest the book main-
tained, as though a plot ran through its de-
velopment. I re-read and studied the bock
several times, sent copies to friends, and dis-
cussed its points with any who had read it.
Within a year from the date of my first peru
sal of the book I becaine an active missionary
among my friends, and have distributed
many copies of your writings. The crystali-
zation of your theories into political shape so
soon was more than I hoped for. I am now,
however, sanguine of the proximity of tri-
umph, and thoughan agnostic in matters doc-
trinal, 1 am prepared to unite with any body
of men who plant themselves squarely on the
inkereut rights of man, and follow the subject
to its legical conclusion.

I have made arrangements in this town for
a hali which seats about four hundred people,
and which will draw to a center three town-
sh:ps—Union, Linden aund Cranford. We
want to go to work at once, aud shall en-

deavor to have addresses at least bi-weekly.
Reap Gorpox.

Encouraging Indusiry.
“Law” in Milwaukee Review,

A writer in this paper recently asked how
protection protects. [ think the following
statistics, taken from theanunualreports of the
Calumet and Hecla copper miuing company
of Lake Supericr will show that protection
does protect the mine owner, and that a tax
on land values would be a great boon for the
taxpayers of that community. The original
stock of this company consisted of 40,000
shares of §23 cach, oniy $13 per share beinyg
paid in, making the original investiment §520,-
000. The shares have increased to 100,000,
and the stock is quoted at about §195 per share.
This company bas declared dividends aggre-
gating §29,000,000 in less than tweaty vears.
The assessed valuation of its real estate 1s
over 20,000,000, aud it is safe to say the as-
sessment is less than one-third of the real
valuation. _

Who will say protection does not protect
the mine owner? But can it be said it pro-
tects the employe? Hereis a.company that
from au iovestment of §520.000, less than
twenty yeurs ago, have property worth from
$50,000,000 to §60,000,000 and who have paid
§25,000,000 in dividends, while Ltheir employes
have received $1.50 per day when working.
Considering the loss of time through so-
called over production and the seasous, the
wages have averaged less than 300 per year,
and when the employe was a tenaut of the
company, as was mostly the case, he paid
back as rent from 25 to 35 per centof his
carnings. If the wage earners of this coun-
try are satisfied wita this kind of ‘“protec-
tion” they are welcome to it. Hs for us we
think others can say as well as Puck, “What
fools these mortalsbe,” - =

AN OPEN LETTER.

Dr. A. S. Houghton, Circinnati, O.—
Dear Sir: You ask my views of the future
policy of our party. I have hardly had
time to consider the subject, but will give
you the opinion that seems to force itself
upon me. | ‘

What we must be most careful to aveid
is the danger that now threatens us of be-
coming a mere pantomime party. In the
canvass just closed we were a political
factor, owing to the great vote we had
¢ast a ycar before; but in the next cam-
paign, owing to the comparatively small
vote we east this fall, unless we avoid the
political routine adopted by the prohibi-
tionists, we shall cut the same ridiculous
figure ihat they do.

It is plain to most of us now—it was
plain to many of us long ago—that the
running of a full county ticket this fall
was bad policy; and yet against the confi-
dence born of past success it would have
been a waste of energy to urge the adoption
of any other course. If our ‘‘defeat” has
done no more than to admonish us that,
though we be as harmless as doves, we
must in fighting the powerful forces that
arearrayed against us be as wise as ser-
pents, it is enough to be thankful for.

Were our contest one of arms, it would
be foolish not to wage it according to the
most effective strategic methods known to
the art of war; it is no less foolish, the
contest being political, not to avail our-
selves of the strategy of politics. I do not
mean by this that we should buy votes:
buying votes is crime, not strategy.

Voters will sometimes ¢‘stand up to be
counted,” but they will not do it over and
over again any more than soldiers will
stand up over and over again to be shot
down. Panic is just as certain to demoral-
ize the voter as the soldier.

It is well known to every one of expe-
rience or observation that a party which
can neither win itself nor disarrange the
calculations of the other parties cannot com-
mand anything like its own strength, and
tends constuntly to contribute less and less
to the serious, and more and more to the
humorous, side of the campaign. This
fact should convince us that our party
ought not to make a presidential fight next
year. With the prestige of 638,000 votes in

‘New York city we might have made

things very uncomfortable for at least
one of the old parties; but we have lost the
prestige of that vote, and in a contest for
the presidency, which will be a bear bait-
ing show, public attention will be so
concentrated upon the antics of the repub-
lican dogs and the democratic bear that
we should be in danger of making a sorry
appearance. Of our normai vote we could
retain only men who are willing to stand
up and be counted, and even these—except
the very true and very tried—might be
panic stricken and abandon us.

But what makes a presidential fight im-
politic makes a congressional fight the very
thing to be desired. ‘

If the party will perfect a national
organization, and by general consent
make nominations for congress, and for
nothing else, all over the country, we shall
not only be an important factor in national .
politics, but we may put enough men into
congress to make an effective third party
caucus there. Having but one candidate
to work and vote for, and caring nothing
about the bear baiting—whether the re-
publican dogs tore the democratic bear or
the democratic bear squeezed the repub-
lican dogs—our party would be in a
position to seriously disturb the political
situation, especially in the pivotal city of
the pivotal state. A party representing
the principles of government for which we
are struggling and entering into a presi-
dential campaign with such a policy
might be sneered at or “swore at,” but it
wouldn’t be laughed at. |

The contest would be all the more excit-
ing and profitable if our candidates for
congress were absolute free traders, and
the issue of protection or free trade were
boldly raised. '

The congressional candidates of the old
parties would, in every reasonably close
district, have to take sides on that question;
and as some of them would be democratic
protectionists and others republican free
traders or tariff reformers, the alternative
would be very delicate and embarrassing,
not to say complex. That would benefit
us, for it would be an object lesson
of a lack of a distinguishing. issu‘e“
betweea the old parties. = And if
the republicans nominated protection-
ists and the democrats nominated tariff
reformers, that, too, would beucfit us, be-
cause discussion of taritf reform would
compel the discussion of absolute free
trade, and the two parties would be forced
into a position involving the loss to the re-
publicans of theiwr free trade voters and to
the democrats of their protectionist voters,
Indeed, whatever the old parties did in re-
spect to their cungressional candidates, we
should profit by it, for in any case that
large number of voters who are with us to
the extent of substituting a land value iax
for the tariff would support our nominees,

This policy would raise an issue that
would divide the people on a question of
national interest and pressing importance,
in the discussion of which the fundamental
moral truth that the land belongs to the
people could not be ignored. Itis, there-
fore, more than a mere party expedient.
And it is more than a party expedient for
another reason. It is the legislative, not
the executive, branch of government
through which we uare to accomplish our
reforms. The election of a mayor or a
president, or the casting of a large vote by
our party for such an oflice, can serve our
‘ends in no other way than by its moral in-
tfluence in making men consider our prin-
ciples. A large aggregate vote for con-

:gressmen - will- exert‘the same moral

_their

influence, and if here and there we elect a3
congressman, we shall have made a furthe=
advance toward putling our theories in
practice than if we actually elected a
president. |

I have written my views in candor, with
the present conviction that both party ex-
pediency and intelligent loyalty to our
principles demand their aceeptance, I
may be wrong, and, upon realizing that I
am, shall have no hesitation in acknowi- -
edging it. 1 shall therefore be glad to
consider any other propositions. It is by
some such comparisons of opinions aste
the policy of the party that we are to de-
termine upon a course which will make of
us o disciplined and advancing army and
remove the danger of our becoming a dis-
organized and retreating mob, and I hope
that a general expression of opinion upon
the subject will be made. Truly yours,

o Lovuss F. Post.

-
o

Dr. McGlynn’s Parishioners,

Another crowde1 meeting of Dr. McGlynn's
old parishioners was held on Friday of last
week in International hall. The principal
speech was made by Mr. Richard Caffrey,
the young man who stood for assembly on the
united labor ticket in Greenpeint, L. L, this
year. His amusing speech, iz which he vig-
crously defended Dr. McGlynn's economic
“hevesies,” ‘was heartily applauded. Chair-
man Feeney stated that the envelope collec-
tion for the evening was $64, the basket col-
lection, $30.73, and that 311 had been received
during the week, making $105.73 since the last
meeting.  This amount will be added to the
personal fund for Dr. McGlynp. Mr. McDer
mott of the parish closed the meeting with a
short address. C ‘

The Fund tor Dr. McGlynn, i
The publisher of THE STANDARD acknowi-
edges the receipt of the following sums,
which have been handed to Dr. McGlynn:
“Comniing,” $1; ’aminer, ’ammer, 'ammer, two
weeks' remittances, $4. :

How the Electlon Was Conducted in New -
— York. )
Edgar J. Levey in Nortt American Review.

The polls were opened at 8a.m. I had
been assigned by the “citizens’' committee,”
which had charge of Mr. Nicoll's canvass, to
look after a nomber of election districts in the
western part of the city. I was, therefore,
not confined to a single distriet, but had.
ample opportunity to observe what was go-
ing on all over that portion of New York. I -

‘reached several election districts before the
" polls were opened. " At all of them a large

number of rpersons were congregated, and
formed a line extending some distance from
the polling place. My curiosity was at once
excited to see who the zealous citizens were
who were so anxious to exercise the “price-
less' boon of citizenship” that they had
arisen almost before daybreak in order =
to avail ~ themselves
On approaching 1 saw that they heid
balluts tightly clenched in  their
rizht- hands, which -were elevated at =
right angles with bodies, and that they took®
good care to keep them in this position until
the polls opened. In a few minutes the voting
began. As soon as each man voted he passed
out and: filed into the side doorof a. bar
rocm located near by. I entered and saw «
well known ward **heeler” (whom I did net
then know, but whose name was familiarto
me as soon aslheard it) passa five dollar
bill. into each voter's-hands . with no effort at.
concealment. The 'whole transactien from.. -
first to last had quite the air of a ecocmmon
business transaction. This was my firsy in-

and thus ‘did I grasp the very arcana of our
election system at a bound. g
. The polls had not been opened an hour
when 2 voter approached and asked me for
some Nicel ballots. . “I'do not vete here." he
said, “but up above in the — election district
of the — assembly district. There are no
Nicoll ballots to be had there. He is sold
out. The Irving Hall worker has been'bought.
up: the Nicoll worker (a paid colered man)
has disappeared, and the republicanis issuing
buallots with Fellows’s name on theny” S
I started for the district he mentioned and -
found everythiny exactly as he had stated.
Many of the voters did not examine the bal-
lots furnished them by their party workers, but -
deposited them without inspection. Themore.
intelligent opeped them and saw the fraud,
but few took the trouble to go to another
polling place to procure proper ballots when
they found that none were to be obtained in
the vicinity. ‘

I set about to remedy this. I warned each
The result was Bedlam let fovse. I was sur-
rounded by u gang of perbaps twenty *‘heel-
ers,” most of whom lovked -as though they
bad attained great distinction - in crime, and
was subjectied to a. torrent -of curses aed
abuse. The burden of their complaint,
stripped of bad language, seemned to be that
“a dude with a clean collar had” come to de-
prive them of an honest living.”" One even
went se far as to threuten my .life when he
found that I mtended to rewain there and:
furnish Nicoll ballots to those who wanted
them. A personal encounter was the result
of preventing two of the roughs from taking
ballots forcibly out of the hands of a Nicoll
voter. The police were “in with the boys,”
refused to interfere, and seemed to. derive
considerable amusement from the whole
alfair. N

The police alsorefused to keep the way to the
polling place clear.” 1t was blocked by a part -
ol this same gang, and every voter had to
undergo an examination as to his intenticns
before he could cnter. Intimidation was fre-
quently practiced on thouse whase politieal
views did rot meet with the approval of the
“boys,” and in sotne instances with suceessful
results. One old man came away without
voting, evideutly terrified by threats that had
been made. SR B

Later in the day bribery was openly prac-
ticed. Oue iustance was so flagrant that I
determined to chullenge the voter. An at-
tempt was made to puil meout of the polling
place by force, but the approval of the police
did not quite extend to this, and I was al-
lowed to remain. The man was evidentiy
afraid of perjuring bhimself, and ag first re-
fused to take the ovath, but the “gang” backed
him up and insisted; so-he finally swore hun-
self through. :

The price for votes varied from two to five
dollars, but 1 two instances I heard of as
miich as ten dollars having been given for a
vote. From personal observation, and from
the statements of friends whose -experience
agreed with mine, there can-be no deoubt that
about o .quarter of a million of dollars was
spent in this city for illegal purposes—ab
average of three hundred dellars for each

election district.

The Sucred Duty of Every Christinn.

- Robert Palmer in Kingston, Ont., Whig. - o

Our best informed ceonomist, Wm. Houstomn,
M. A, of the legislutive library, Toronto, felt
impelied to say publiciy in a letter to the To- -
routo Maid, July 22, referring to the lavd
doctrine of Henry George: *“I cannot under-
stand how any intellizent man can refuse bis
assent to so axivmatic a principie.” The
workingman pieads that until land monopoly
is abolished emancipation from slavery can-
not be won.. And earnest divines, in e¢verin-
creasing numbers, with bible in their hands,
are proclaiming that itis the law of Christ.
Now, is it not thesacred duty of every Christ-
1an who meets this triple challenge to give to
the quesition bis mnmediate and most serious
study? His reason, his conscience, hus sense
of the actual suffering and degradation of

labor, will make further delay impossible.

of the oprivilege.

troduction that day to ‘‘practical polities,™

voter as he approached to examine his ballots. -
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EA nouc THEOLOGY AND PRIVATE
OWNERSHIP.
THE SraANDARD of Oct. 22 printed a commu-

~mication containing a digest of an article in

the Lyceum, a monthly magazine conducted
It was there
_affirmed, and proved beyond reasonable
" doubt, that “the church hrs passed no formal
judgment ou the dootrine” of land nationali-
“zation; “that it had vo place in the thoughts

 -of the pope” in those utterances adduced as

~condemnatory of it by church diguitaries in
. New York; “neither have the bishops judged
at;" and “individual ownership is a product o
positive legislation, and may be forbidden by
,it.™ The writer in the Lyceum quoted many
" emineat Catholic theologians in support of his
’, proposition, and left nothing to be desired on
that bead by any honest reader. Some of
.those papers that seek traffic through the
title Catholic, which they print over their
dreary columns, answered to this that the
devil is good at quoting scripture. Well,
even if the devil did prove a proposition by
scriptural quotations, the truth would be truth
sull. Butif the analogy has any value, the
«devil, in this case, must have worn a Jesuit's
Sarb. At the risk of stimulating the diaboli-
cal suggestion of the ponderous Catholic Re-
wice, let us see what the presen: November
,Lyceum says in continuation.
It starts out with this proposition: “Catho-
lxc theclogiaus are practically unanimous in
eaching toat the right to acquire personal

. lm);nrw is given to us, not by divine law,
- wot by naturai law, but by the law of nations,

™which, like all positive hurran law, is liable to
In the long
st of th«.o.o«mns quoted to prove his thesis
are 8. Thom.ts. Sylvius, Scotus, Molina, Les-

' stvs, Salas, Vasquez, Valentia, Suarez, etc.

The reasouing which the writer applies to

the teaching of these acknowledged authori-

s malkes it clear that mdwldual ownership
of property is a matter to be decided wholly
Ay the wisdom of the community. “The nat-
wral law,” he says, ‘““does not impose, of it-
self, auy moral obligation to partition earthly
wouds amonyg individual owners, ., . . .
;Socml needs and social advantages dictate
the lawfuloess, the oblication, the moral
wrongfulness of common and individual own-
nership. - « - < - This 1s undoubtedly the

traditional teaching of the Catholic theologx-
il schoois”

Might not some so«:a!led Cathohc editors
Ect :md read aud . try to understand this
zmumber of the Lycewia, and from its clear
pages learn the truth, and cease from mis-
feading their simple minded readers? Is the’
whurch going to condemnn *“‘the traditional

~Feaching of the Catholic theologieal schools?

Cau these unserupualous vilitiers faili now to

~see how correctly Dr. MeGlvonn svoke when
~$ie said thut the church cannot condeman the

doctrine of equal richts in land: and that
rageously presuined to condemn
Nor should

gion of the Iialian chamberiain of Jersey
It would be protitable for him to com-
ware this lucid explanation of S. Thomas and

Buarez with the counfused eontents of the

pamphlet which he wrote for certain motives,

~wwvhen he might have been more usefully em-
- Ployed in the discharge of tiieactive duties of

ahis bonorary office.

Qbserve the juqtiﬁcation of communism
even, waich the writer in the Lycewn finds in
~Zhe aatural law from Catholic theology:

- It bases the rights of all private ownership
in material 1hings upon positive human law,
- wwhile we are concerned in the ownership of
Now see what follows
from their theory. The right of private own-
G‘ahlp in land is based upon the law of pa-
tions; the law of nutions is positive human
faw: all positive human law may rightfully
be abrogated or repealed by legislative au-
ghority, if the common good can ‘be furthered
by its abrogation: therefore the right of pri-

‘ate owm,rshxp in jand may be lawtunv re-
Pealed by human leoxs.auon, and common
owaership set up msteau, if the change will
miake for the advantage of the nation. And
¥et, we are told that to adopt the principles
‘of land nationalization is to attack the very
Zouadatious of society, to contradict the very
«<learest teachings of the Catholic church.

- The concluding sentence of the article in
the Lyceuwmn so completely contradicts the
Joose statemeuts - freely made by Jesuit
_wwriters in this country that it is unpossxble to
comprchend what local schetne the order has
-ip- view in so trimming their sails. “State
ownership of the soil,” the Lyceum says—
*Jand nationalization—if judged advisable

- - for the common good, and decreed by com-

petent lezislative authority, is in thorough

Barmony swith the traditional principles of

Latholic theology.” Yet Fathers Higgins
and Holaind of the same order bave placed
the question in a very different and false
Yight ard term their views the only tenable,
ﬁ:e only orthadox views. Even the con-
servative Catholic World, in its present
mumber, strongly and justly objects to “such
an cxiravagant theory of individual owner-

~ship,” and denounces it because ‘it is not fair
for a Catholic professor of ethics to proclaim

o the general public that he is giving them
“orthodox principles’ when he should know

that by such terms they will be misled to
“think that he is expoundiug a theory closed

to debate among Catholics.” The Woild
adds, “Nothing can be bad enough to justify
a misleading statement of the orthodox prin-
ciples of ethics.”
~ In the same honest Catholic spirit the writer
in the Lyceum shows that Father Lehmkuhl,
another Jesuit theologian, actually iuterpo-
Jated an author’s (Rebellus’s) statemeant on
this very question in his Moral Theology, vol.
3, No. 191. Iu a note at p. 66 of the Lyceum
the cradite author adds: “The wish to com-
bat modern socialistic - doctrines is praise-
worthy: but we must not sacrifice the true
history of theological opiuions to present con-
troversial needs.”
Let me add that more thaun the truth of

- history is sacrificed to prevent controversial

needs here in our own city. Hus not the
dignity of the priesthood, as well as its sup-
posed love of self-respect, been lowered by
the late intrigue of a revercend president of a
desuit college and a professediy pious old
lady in Jersey City to drag an archbishop
iuto the approval of a vile and abusive
pamphlet written upon a subject of whose
Zature the unsettled and restless authoress is
wholly incompetent to judge! It reads like
one of the unseemly plots which disgraced
the church in past ages, this story of Father
Murphyv coddling the nun of Kenmare, and
this ecclesiastical censor of this diocese with
his official imprimatur ready to stamp upon
this fourth Jersey product of theological
odium and nonsense. When the dark con-
spiracy of base political intrigue, low selfish-
mness and vanity from which has sprung zn
unjust war to crush, by means of the church,
the right to discuss a philosophic and econo-
mic thecry becomes better known, that theory
will receive a new and vigorous impulse

which even its opponents will not venture to
resist. A CarnoLIC PRIEST.

The Farmers and the Single Tax.

" Hurcamvsox, Kas.—There is much said by
the cnemies of veform aud justice about the
~oppositiou of the farmers to the single tax on
land values. But I'find mest farmers in this
iyt of the country believe it would be right
snd just to tax the ownmers of vacaut land

lying beside their farms as much as them.

They see and admit that it ‘is wrong to fine
them for improving their land, and they sce
also that it would put a stop to land specula-
tion to tax vacant land as much as improved
land similarly situated. Farmers who own a
great deal of unimproved land very often
cannoj see the justice of this, and we do not
expect they ever will. But they are really
land speculators as well as farmers. All
farmers who are working on rented farms
should favor the single tax . om land values;
and so should all farmers who love justice
and would prefer to live in a country where
Justice was secured by all and favors granted
to noxe. - ’ J @. MaLcoM.

Celumbia Ceollege Men Diacuss the Immi-
gratien Questien.

At a meeting of the Academy of Political
Science of Columbia college (Hamilton hall)
on Nov. 21, Professor R. M. Smith read a
paper on “‘Immigration into the United
States.” Prufessor Smith produced statistics
to prove that immigration into the United
States had increased to alarming proportions;
that the quality of the immigrants bad de-
teriorated, and that the time had come for
restriction. Professor Smith also hinted that
the United States was now populous enough
to afford stopping xmmlgratlon and rely upon
the country’s natural increase.

After the reading a debate took place
During the debate Professor Boyesen ex
pressed his cordial approval of the sentiments
and facts contaiued in the paper, and he de-
clared himself on the subject more Parisian
than the Parisian.

Dr. D. De Leon joined issue with the
lecturer, both on the facts and conclusions.
He went into a lengthy argument to show
that the character of our immizrants was
not, on the whole, deteriorating. He re-
viewed the history of immigration into the
United States from the earliest colonial dayS'
showed that at that time paupers and crim-
inals were welcome, -were desired, were
looked for and did materially assist in the
prosperity of the country. This he thought
was due to the fact that at that time the im-
migrant had free access to natural oppor-
tunities. He asked. have those conditions
changed? They bave in a manner. While the
territory has increased, while coul ard
other mines, oil deposits, natural gas depos-
its and broad acres lie untouched and wait-
ing for industry to ‘exert itself upon them
just as in years gone by, yet something has
slipped in between the laborerand nature, ren:
dering the latter for all practical purposes
utterly’ inaccessible; and the result of this
state of things has been to c¢reaté discontent
amoug the new arrivals and to congest the
cities. Dr. Le Leon concluded that what was
miscalled the question of immigration did
not point to any danger threatening the
United States from without, but to an evil
that exists within, and that with the large
increuse of population the nature of the evil
1s clearer and clearer and pressing more
L. reutly for iis removal.

Dr. DelLecon then examined the question
from the standpoint of the philesopby of
history. He demonstrated that whenever
immigration actually threatened a country’s
civilization it has always been as an unerring
sign that that country’s civilization 1was
doomed and not worth saving. He said that
to admit that there was a question of immi-
gration in this country would be to admit that
our civilization bhas spent itself. But he
strenuously insisted that there is no such
question confronting the United States to-
day, but only the question of overthrowing an
institution hostile to the spirit of American
democracy—that institution which bars men
from access to natural opportunities and ren-
ders them thus unfit for citizenship in a re-
public.

The audience, which consisted mainly of
Prof. Smith’s pupils, listened with close atten-
tion to Dr. DeLeon’s remarks and appml.(.ed
him loudly when he sat down,

A Suggestion from Sergeant Alphonse.

EAST ORANGE.—Now that the excitement
of the recent electious has passed away and
winter has come, it seems to me that it would ]
aid our cause greatly if every true crusader ]
(man and woman) would form with his or her
near friends a “home ciub.” ‘

My idea is this, that we interest a number
of our friendsin the cons.deration of econemic
questious, then invite them to our homes at
least ouce u week, where after readings from
THE STANDARD or “Progress and Poverty,”
we can discuss in a sober, conversational way
the matter read or what it may suggest.
Those able might prepare a short essay and
so deliver it as to practice themselves in pub-
lic speaking—we shall need them—for we
shall waut the help of every man and woman
who loves justice. Women are to take a
larger and larger.interest in public conceruns,
and in our cause can do as much -as the men.
In starting home ciubs they can add the
social eiement and thus make them doubly
interesting. - Say the meetings should be of
two hours’ duration, the hrst; hour to be en-
tirely devoted to the consideration of social
questious, the other to, music, chat or other
entertainment. .

Of course these are ‘mere hints. What I
want to say is that every man and woman,
too, capable of teaching the trv s of our
faith should form classes at their h. nes and
begin at once. SERGT. E. C. niHONSE.

Circumstances Are Priviug Them 1o Think
Fast aud Hard.

CLINTON, Ind.—Allow one who has watched
your desperate strugole during the recent
campaign to congratulate you upon the re-
sult. The united labor party has been bap-
tised as with fire, and there are 75,090 men
in one state who can neither be bought nor
scarcd.

The work will go on twith renewed zeal
throughout the country. For three years I
bhave advocated your dectrines, often when
men reviled all who even hinted at having
auy sympathy with them. Bat circumstances
are driving men here to think fast and hard.
This couniry virtually belongs to a few meu
now, and the conditions areé becoming every
day more oppressive. There is a stampede
to get away from this place; and yetitis as
fair a land as the sun c¢ver shone upon, and
full of mineral wealth.

Forward the cross of the new crusade!
My humble missionary work is beginning to
teil. Men are becoging softened by their
own distress, and are willing to read. My
paper, the Aryus, is a land and labor paper,
and is ereating considerable discussion among

the people. L. O. Bisaop,
peot Editor Argus.

An 01d Soldier’s Words of Encourngement.

NEWBURG, N. Y.—As an old soldier in the
war for the abolition of slavery I want to say
a word of encouragement to the young re-
cruits in the army of the new crusade. 1
worked and voted for the abolition of
negro ‘slavery and never lost hope. I voted
fox' Abraham Lincolu by mspnmtnon and
victory came at last, for God was'in it.  Aand
so 1t will be in this grand struggie for in-
dustrial emancipation. It appeals to our
Inmost consciousness of right as between man
and man, and God is withus. All we have to
do is to trust N Hup».uul kKeep eg wder

CHEAP LABOR.

Free trade is still a bugbear, even to some
of those who have accepted the gospel of the
new crusade. Here 2nd there one meets with
men who have declared in favor of a single
tax on land values, but have not yet fully re-
nounced their false god of a tariff. They
cannot rid themselves cf the fear that Ameri-
can labor will be swamped by foreign
“pauper labor,” that American industries
cannot stand up against open competition.

' Yet of a)l social chimeras this one is per-
haps the most groundless. Nothing stands in
our -way to make goods as cheap as any
country in the world except the high price:
we pav to the lords of the soil for raw
materials. We bave the best machinery, the
quickest brains, and last of all, the cheapest
labor in the world. Why should foreign pro-
ducers flood our markets, even if we pulled
down our tanff walls?

To the doubting ones it seems to be cheap
labor, “pauper labor,” against which we
would have to struggle, but all this is the
merest phantasm. Low wages are not
synonymous with cheap labor; they are gen-
erally antagonistic to it. It does not help an
employer to sell goods cheaply that he pays
only half as much wages as his competitor if
he gets but bhalf as much work done. Yet
that is what foreign pauper labor means.
Wages in America have in the past been
relatively high by the day, because the free-
dom of access to land made it possible to
keep up a better standard of living than pre-
vailed in other lands, and wages naturally
gravitated to the point where they would
support such a standard. But the amount of
wages paid for a given piece of goods has
been no more—has generally been less.
Prices have been higher, bu. it was not the
cost of labor that made them so; it was the
toll that had to be paid the men who own the
mines and the forests from which supplies
must come.

Figures are dangerous things to handle,
and can easily be made deceptive; but a few
simple ones will not hurt us, taken, as they
are, from good authority. The wages paid
for making a tew of the staple ‘protected”
articles are as follows:

In Amer- In Eng-
ica. land.

To smelt a ton of pig iren.......... 8179 81 64
To spin 100 pounds of cotton yarn.. 4013 5
Tomineaton of conl......ccvveveees 67 79
To throw a poundof silk............ 40 65
. In Germany.

To make a pair of shoe uppers.... 11 a.

All these filgures were collected within
very recent years, and the rates for each
article represent the same time in the two
countries. Thereis certainly nothing in them
to show that the American goods would be
driven out of the market if we had no tariff.
But nevertheless prices are not the same.
Two of the most heavily protected articles
compare like this:

At home. Abroead.
Pigiron, perton.......cec.cs....821 00 &12 50
Coal, perton..... tteeeeevesroannen 85 0 83 64

and the differences in price are about equal to
the tariit and the ocean freight.

Cotton’'varn and silk thread sell for about
the same price here as abroad. They ought
to be cheaper, for England has got to get
raw cotton from us, and raw silk is imported
free; but our cheaper labor is offset by higher
cost of machinery and buildings, caused by
the tax vn iron aad lumber.

We raise the price of coods in this country
by laying a tarifl on them, and the result is
that we intensify the evil of landlordism. It
is bad enough that eaeh of us should have to
pay toll on his labor to the monopolizers of
natural oppurtunities; it is even worse that
we shouid make this toll heavier by artificial
means. A tariff for revenue is only onc de-
gree less bad than a protective tariff. As a
means of raising revenue it is the worst pos-
sible, for it hampers production and makes
industry support governmeut to the relief of
landed monopoly. To whatever ext2nt any
tariff raises prices, the advance will go
neither to labor nor to capital, but to land.

If there were any industry which did not
have to draw its supplies from the land which
private ownership has fenced in, then domes-
tic competition might make goods as cheap
inside the protective wall as out of it. But in
such case no wall would be necessary, for
foreizn competition would have no advan-
tage. But thereis and can be no such indus-
try. Some thiugs sell as cheaply here as
abroad, where the natural sources of supply
are so vast as to be bevond monopoly as yet;
and ou these the tariff has no effect. Were
the - tariff taken away to-morrow from the
goods the home production of which we jeal-
ously guard, the foreizn manufucturer would
have no advantage over the domestic manu-
facturer. The latter would simply be able to
buy his raw stuff so much the cheaper, and
one set of landlords would forfeit part of
their gains.

An instance of how the law of wages
works came recently under my notice. The
eniployers of a type-writer learned that she
was able to save a part of her earnings to
send bome to her mother, who livesin another
citv. They told ber that as her wages were
more than she needed to live on they would
be cut down to the “basis of subsistence.”
That is what governs wages when men are
shut off from their natural heritage of land.
Protection did not help the type-writer any
more than it has’ helped the protected coal
migers of the Lehich valley.

The men who profit by protection, who con-
tribute to the corruption fund for the main-
tenance of the protective system, are the
natural enemies of tne workingmen. Yet,
bitterly as the two have fought; over ques-
tions of * wages, they have voted together on
thé question of tariffs. The awakening musy
come scot, and with it will come a day of
reckoning for the imposters who have so loncr
fattened on the American people.

EpWARD J. SHRIVER.

THE SALOON AND THE SINGLE TAX.

To any one who realizes the power and evil
of the rum traflic the foilowing report of a
conversation with a suloon keeper may be of
interest and profit:

Oue evening, a few wecks before election, 1
was called to. attend the child of a saloon
keeper. After administering medicine I
yvielded to the ecntreaties of the anxious
parents to remain for a fesw hours for fear of
a return of paroxysms of pain, with which the
“little sufferer was ufllicted.

After the little fellow was made easy, the
father and myself adjourned to the sitting
room, seated ourselves by the fire and en-
tered iuto conversition.

“Well,” says Mr. A, I heard Dr. Mc(x‘vnu
and Everett Gr}.a.ckm the other evening

“How did you like them I mquu'ed.

“First rate. Alr. Glackin has a clear, terse
way of showing the effect of the single tax on
the workingman, whiie Dr. McGlynn’s address
was simp}y wonderful. It was a sermon and
a political speech combined. I believe Henry
i (reorge to be right.”

“Then you wxll vote for him?’

“Most certainly not. Don’t you give me
credif for auy sense! Can’t you see that his
single tax theory would kiock the spots off
from saloon keeping? We dou’t mind encour-
aging the prohibitionists a little. It will be a

they can be easil_v viola.ted or evaded, but
your united labor party plan goes right to the
root of the saloon business and will kill it.”

By this time I was getting considerably in-
terested, and after secing that my patient
was comfortable, asked for an explanation.

“Now, look here, doctor, you know just as
well as I do why I must oppose it. Can’t ycu
see that this tax on land values alone means
that there will be no taxes of any kind, gov-'
-ernment license, town license; special tax,
revenue tax levied on our business? .

“Certainly you will be relieved of all taxa-
tion,” I replied. :

“Relieved! Yes, relieved of over balf our_
profits you mean.” _

Rising and going to the sideboard, he
poured out a glass of hquor, and, returning,
held it up to the light.

‘“Look bhere,” saxd he, ‘‘that wlnsky retails
for ten cents. Take off all the taxes and 1
would have to retail it for five, and make
just half as much per glass as I do now. Now,
the majority of men drink all they would if
whisky was cheaper, and, therefore, 1
wouldn't sell much, if any more, than I do
now. Your single tax would cut down the
saloon keeper’s profits at- least one-balf.
That is why he will be against you. You de-
stroy the monopoly.”

If there were no license fees to be paid any
body who had a bottle and two glasses could
start a saloon. To-day, however, a man has
to pay a ce_tain amount down for a license:
he bas got to get a number of citizens to in-
dorse his application for a license. He has
to invest so much money in whiskv, and, as 1
showed you a few moments ago, so much
more in taxes. A poor man can’t go into the
saloon business now. Did you ever notice
bow we really prevent competition in our
business! No matter how many saloons there
are, the price is always kept up. By the way,
your tax scheme would do away with treat-
ing to a great extent, and it is on treating
that the saloon thrives. How could it do
that? In this way: Treating is a matter of
ostentation, of pride. A man treats to show
that he is able to spend money and prove
bhimself to be sociable. Take all taxes off
from whisky, wine and beer and they sould
be so cheap a man would be ashamed to treat.
No one would ask another 1n to take a three-.
cent drink. They would buy cigars, a lunch
or something of that sort. :

“Why, you burt us on all sides; ycu take
away our profits: you destroy our monopoly:
you break up the treating habit; and worse
yet, you destroy our respecta.bmcy »

‘“How?” )

“By not taxing us. The license is a certifi-
cate of respectability: it makes our business
just as good as any man's; nay, evenr better.
We are under the special protection of both
state and general governments. Supposing
two men come into my saloon and begin to
fight the police will come in and arrest them,
or I may kick them out for disorderly con-
duct. Iam all right; my license says I am,
and if these men can't behave in a respect-
able place they can be fined as disorderly
persons. But remove from tne the support of
law and when u fight occurred in my saloon
it would be a disorder ly place and the police
would arrest me and close up my place. You
would put me on the level with the house of
ill fame. )

“Doctor, the whisky men will fight the
united labor party because the carrying out
of its principles would be a dangerous thing
for the saloon.” Wiy C. Woop, M. D.

The Duty of Christiau Ministers.

HurcHINsoN, Kan.—I listened to a sermon
recently in which the preacher exhorted his
hecarers to give liberally to the cause of
Christ. He said that in the old testament
times men were required to give one-tenth of
of their incomes to God, and that in the nev
testament times they were commanded to give
all they had. He iusisted thut Qe believed it
was the duty of every Christian to give at
least one-tenth of his income to the cause of
Christ. .

Such remarks as these are quite common
from the pulpit, and I feel that it may do
soine preacher good, and set him to thinking,
to make a few suggestions on this subject.

When the children of Israel were in the
land of Egypt they were slaves: that is, they
were compelled.to work land and to give to the
Egyptizus all they earned over and above
enough to keep themselves alive. . Whilst they
were in this condition God never commanded
them to give one cent to His cause.  But after
a while he sent his servant Moses, who led
these slaves out of the land of bondage; and
after their oppressors were all drowned in the
Red sea, God commanded the free people to
give one-tenth of their incomes fox' the sup-
port of religion.

To be consistent preachers .of our (‘av
should go and do likewise. They should first
lead the people out of boudage. T believe
preachers ccmmit a great sin in teaching the
victimms of unjust laws that it is their duty to
give what they have not got.- Mavy of our
preachers, had. they been in Moses’s place,
would have told the children of Israel what a
blessed thingz it was to be poor; that God had
ordained them to be poor for their own good;
that they should despise the things of this
earth and preparc to go tu hesven when they
die. Pharaoh would have paid them well for
this kind of talk, and they would have called
any poor Hebrew an anarchist that was not

satistied with the glorious laws of the land of
Ezypt.

Injustice and oppression are no better now
than they were in the days of Moses.  The
wail of oppressed laboriug men cries out to
the God of Heaven now as it did then, and
the preacher who does not stand up for what
is right now is unlike Moses.

-

J. G. MaLcoLy.

A John Smith on the Duty of the Hour.

LADUE, Mo.—The work before us is one of
education. Ouly an intelligent man can ac-
cept our doctrine. Only a-thoroughly honest
man will vote our- ticket. Our duty lies
plainly before us, aud no true reformer will
shirk it. We must agitate this question m
season and out of season. We must preach
the gospel to every creature we can rcach;
we must argue for, defend and foree it to the
front; be w am_hful Ior every opportunity. We
must continually ‘“’aunmer, ‘ammer, ‘ammer” at
men’s minds, appeal to their manhood, citi-
zenship, self-interest, inherent love of justice.
We must keep posted upon the progress of
thought as put forth in THE STANpakD and

objections we mayv come in contact with, and
should we be unable to answer them satis

for a solution to THE STaxparp. He who
does this will soou be surprised at hisown
powers for debate and will become a tower
of strength to the cause. A JoRN SyiTH.

Has Cast His Last Democratic Vote.

HappoxyieLp, N. J.—The work that needs
to be done 'now is i the way of lectures and
distribution ‘of THE STANDARD and tracts of
the land and labor library throughout the
couatry. This will set men to thinking and
talking, and go far to make our movement a
i success.  Iam a Jerseyman, who has cast his
last democratic vote and is uow at work for

‘long time lﬁ)g.fqrgwt.hey can pass their laws and

the single tax on land values, W A. G,

but a feebie hold,

the party lterature; examine thoroughly all

factorily, seck the counsel of friends or appiy

AN UNNECESSARY INVESTMENT.

WASHINGTON, D. C.—In 1841 I wrote an

essay, the object of which was to show that
capital invested in slaves was unprotected,
and that the only effect of such investmeats
was to secure to the slave owner the wagesof
the slave.
_ I arrived at this conclusion in this way:
Suppose two men engage in farming on oppo-
site banks of the Ohio, the one in the state of
Obio and the other in Kentucky. They em-
ploy labor according to the usual modes in
the two states. That is to say, the Ohio man
employs free labor and the Kentucky man
slave labor. Each cultivates 100 acres of
ground which has cost the same price per
acre; and each employs the same number of
laborers, say ten. The cutlay of each for
horses, oxen, farming utensils, etc., will be
the same. The food furnished the f{ree
laborers by the Ohio man may be about equal
to the food and clothing furnished by the
Kentuckian to his slaves. The two farmers
produce an equal amount of grain, tobacco,
vegerables, hay and other articles, and society
is equally enriched by the product of the two
farms. Yet the cultivation of the Kentucky
farm has required a capital equal to the value
of ten slaves over and above that used by the
Ohio farmer. In 1841, when I wrote, the slaves
would have stood him in £10,000. In the years
1855 to 1860 they would have been worth
£15,000.

It is true that the Kentuckian would have
realized more money from his crop than his
neighbor on the opposite side of the river, for
the reason that he would have withheld from
the laborer his hire. But the state of Ken-
tucky was none the richer for that act of in-
justice.

It needs not to be shown that the same prin-
ciple holds with reference to manufacturing,
mining, and all other eccupations. 7

It may be said that southern planters,
miners and manufacturers were not under the
necessity of owning the slaves they employed.
They might employ free labor or they might
hire slaves. And so they might. But the
fact remained that the slaves were there—
that they were held as property; and that
the capital invested in their ownersbip was
withdrawn from the resources of the commir-
nity available for active business operations.
It was, to all practical intents, sunk, and it
had been better sunk in the sea, as the effect
of the system was to sponge up the accumu-
lating gains of the people as xast. as they
arose. ;

In 1860 there were nea.rly four millions of
slaves, worth three thousand millions of do!-
lars. This vast sum, invested in a way which
only served to confer upoen one class of the
people the power to appropriate the wages of
another cluss, constituted baif the weulth of
the south; and the faet explains how it we
that that section of the country was. almostz
destitute of manufactures and comrmerce. -

Onthe northern border, where slavery had
commerce and manufac-.
ture sprang up and began to Hourish.  But
where sluvery was dominaut there wereas a’

‘rule only blacksmuiths to point plows and nail

on northern made horseshoes, house carpen-
ters to pusup plain frame houses, and cub-
blers to mend slwoes.  All po.mble manu-
factures were brougzht from the north.
Siavery was the great moral, soc'a.l and
polmw.l evil which stared me in the face 1
1841 in my nauve viilage, Louisburg,  North
Carolina. I felt that it must be in con‘iwt
with the principles of sociul and policical
economy, as 1t was with equity, and the above
was, in substance, my expusition of it.
But I then failed to see, as I do now, that
the monopoly of the earth involvesa similar
unnecessary, and therefore unproductive in-
vestment of capital. Iris not necessary to
own men in order to fuduce them to I.lbm.
Their intelligence and the:r insatiable wants:
are better promptings thau the whip of the
overscer.  In like manner the earth may be
relied .on for 1ts -spontaneous productions,
and welcomes the intelligens aid of man in
directing the cuitivation of the most vaiuable
plants. Tie land will net run away nor re-

man unless it is fenced up by monopolists.

It bas been shown that ‘it is not the mouey
that is invested in the slave as property
which in any way coutributes to production,
and it may be here addew that the practice
ol hiring sluvey was a’ demounstration of the
proposition. 1t is equally clear that the own-
ership of land in fee simple contributes in no
degree to its cultivation and has rothing to
do with production. It is the cultivator with
his capital and labor who produces the
crop, and in no degree the h,rd of the suil,
who exacts the rent.

Aund hence it follows thut money mvcsted
in the ownership of land ia fee simple is un-
necessarily invested. " It -has nothing to do
with production, and belungs to the class of
accumulated wealth which consists in fine
dwellings or other-property devoted to nlecas-
ure. Even in the ordinary case of the: cul-
tivator of the field being the fee simple owaer
it is not the money invested i the title deeds
that contributes to production, and capital
thus invested is as unproductive as capital in-
vested in a park devoted to pleasure. For if
the owner had the value of his field in mouey
he might enlarge his business.

I believe that the ceusus estlmwte of the

was ﬁf{cen or twenty thousand  millions—
much moréthan half the ageregate wealth
of the people. .Bug whatever the amount, it
cun contribute nothing to m’oduct.nn.
this bad system, like the systeni of making:

spouging up the wccumutiations of wc-::.lth‘

tive occuputions, or to uses beneficial ‘to the
people. It was very conveuient in slavery
times in the south to invest mouney in slaves:
They were increasing in number and growing
in value. If cash was needed, they could bi,
sold readily at -« good: price.
land in this: couutry of rapidly lucreasing
population. It pays to buy land and Keep it

“uncarued increment ’——15 often better than
a high-rate of interest.
vestment: and hence it is
would otherwise seek o productive
tion is invested in laud.. :

‘ Daxter R

that capital which

GOODLGE.

Expericence Reinforcing Argument.
- DESs MOINES, Towa, Nov. 1

a title to a piece of land in the city of Haust-
ings. Neb., from which I had bee: 1 driven by

a new couniry. My western
- neither sell nor trade, so-it was by the imi-dest-
toil that I was enabled to make u living and
pay the taxes which were ’Ib\i_“bed m-».mst me.
| While in this condition my attention was
i called toyeur publications. 1 wave them a
careful perusal with the inevitable result.
However tie question had for me cnly specu-
lative interest until your candidature last fall
brought it into the field ¢ actual politics.
\lcanwlule the boom struck &
that I have been enubled to seil w poriion of

a comfortable home and a good. business. I
have of my original Hastings property some
*$25,000 worth of iots rethaunng.

bave been struggling hurd fora bare living,

“opinivns, T would like to say
“waorker in:this movement ha
every fumily in Bis own (.hatm.t, was supplied
rezularty for a few weeks before the electivn
fuse to respoud tu the mdustrv of the husband- 1 "= ¥eiong ” I ‘ ’

‘than we

Satic way

“tinued the good work tor
cceding !
‘knowing: that his election

value of real estate in this country in 1850

deL ‘
property of men, .gocs on from age toage.’

which otherwise wouid be devoted to pl‘odvc-f

; thorc

And‘.so with |

Itis also w safe in-
applica-

18 :»thm

15.—I came to this'}
city ten years ago penniiess. I had, itistrue,

"rass}.upper& and other pr ivations incident to
lands 1 could |

V Propersy so.

it to such an advantage as to fix mvselt with

While I

its people have been acecumulating for me in
the way of unearued increment anaverage of
$3,000 per year as a salary toreward me for
baving condescended to monopolize a portion
of their land. Thus voar book and my ex-
perience have taught me that taxing from the
values of land the unearned increment is but
restoring to the community what it bas con-
tributed and therefore what belongs to it.
This experience has brought home to me the
force of your arguments against the present
land system, and although my selfish interest
may seem to lead in the oppesite direction, I
thank God my conscience and convictions still
dominate my opinions.. For vears I have been
active in politics advocating the reforms pro-
posed by the greenbuck party, but I have
been long convinced that the remedies pro-
posed by it are inadequate. For years a
member of its state central committee and its

last chairman, as well as chairman of the

congressional and county committees, I have
quite an extensive acquaintance with reform-
ers of that political faith, and if I can belp
push the fight in this part of the land com-
mand my services. J.. BEILANGER.

Let the Work Go Forwardin Kings Connty.
BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Taking inwo considera
tion the fact that we polled 15,000 votes in
Kings county at the last election without or-
ganization, without money, and with the
whole press arrayed against us, abusing us,
misrepresenting us and holding us up to popu-
lar ridicule as a lot of dissatisfied, soft-brained
idiots who wanted to confiscate the hard
earnings of bonest men and divide them up
among the indolent and unthrifty, I think we
bave achieved a great wmoral vietory—a
victory that should be an incentive to more
zealous activity on the part of the men of the

‘united labor party.

Fifteen thousand votes seems a small nom-
ber when compared with the 55,000 polied by
the old parties in this county, but they repre-
sent 15,000 undaunted, determined, enlight-
ened and- unpurchamble freemen such as any
cause may be justly proud of.

IWe are not banded together in this causs
for personal lucre, for political spoils, or as

office seekeérs who would ignore all issues for

the sake of achieving some paltry salaried
position. - No; a thousand time no! We seek
no recompeuse for the service we justly owe
to the noble cause we are engaged in—a cause
that appeals to the heart and conscience of all
houest. thinking meun. |

The army of united labor may be again re-
pulsed by the corrupt intluences of itsmoneyed
antagonists. Bnbery and intimidation may
be successlul in their evil purposes; the press
may continue to misrepresent and abuse us;
slander and calumny may be our portion, but
while justice and truth glisten on our bannpers
there can be no such word as retreat.

We cannot afford to neglect that part of the
work of industrial emancipation to which we
have p!e&&cd ourselves, namely, the mission-
ary work. . Do notleave the work for some
one else to do.. Each can be o missionary in
this erand crusade. - Discuss it with your
friends, invite them to your meetings, get all
Yoil can to juin thg, diiferent wa.rd organiza-
tions.

It is our.dnty to arouse the ieral sense of
the people by calm reasoning on the issues
that the press would so unscmpuiously befog.

Lc:. us Lwammex.x.e the strugesle, then, with
renewed energy and persistent determina-
tioh, never forgemng that every speech
made, every diseussion prm’u ked, every biv of

_literature dissemivated is a blow siruck for

outraged, su:fermor humamty.
JAMES T (O’NEILL.

\EW YepK Ct"‘\ —~\uw that. everybody is
assigning the cause of our deteat to this or
to that reuson, aucardm;; to then’.‘ respecmve
that if every
seen to it that

with tracts from the Land and labor library

we should have made a much better showing
dud. ‘ R
The prmunlmn' idea that our defeat was at-
tributable to the deluge of corruption money
and to the malign infiuence of the chureh,
claiming to be thc tnend and protwnor of
the poor, is no doubt correct. It was impos-
sible for us to contend against those bwo pow-
ex» under Lhc, exXisting of veting.
if everv man wha is really in e'u'nest
in this rreat cause bad gone, :muut converting
his neighbors to our pr . In a system-
the l't:adlt mich wve been very

different.
For instance, & ecrta.m yulmﬂ' m.m, whom I

Imppen to know quite welil, and who resides
in” my eiection district, went ont after his
day’s work was over aml distributed tracts
in every housechold in that distvict. - He con-
ral days pre-
result of
_was the
oniy vne in the wuule assenibly  which held
its own, and madé u wum.l ,,.a.m over last
Year’svote. :

Our taskis one of e‘duc;tt‘inﬂ' the peuple up
to our principles fj.s. .Irrn nTLLETIER.

awvitly 1
di.

the “elcction.

umlcd ubur pz; ‘
inst.

of Nev:

"u'w-uz'p S

Sy

{'mt, bh(‘:

: wn v«e bave
the new

idle even, because the increasing value—the |

f‘f’d" t‘”t} Il‘

: crlme. :
defea

aud *nt.u:chQ r

rdc“ du. ?i.‘ on victor Vo
U L. DEDRICK.

shuuidu’ io :.1 uu

Finds Rewublicaus the Keadiest Converts.

MIpDLETOWS, N. Y.—In traveling about the

country on busiuess [ tfind it is the republlcan
w ho h\r.ens 1o Lhc rruane-l of the new urusade

doing nothing for the prosperity of Hascings, | the
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the dinner to-day, as I have to do on other | of the lookers-on, were the ‘fleaders” and | butter and téaji . hi'es;iéhded *,;,y wgfe," SCARCITY VALUES AND GL“UT YALUES.

MY THANKSGIVING DAY.

1 do not know that I ever enjoyed my dinner
scre thanon Thauksgiving dav. Ibad gone to
bed vecy early the evening before, and was
i 30 burey to get up in the moraing. A cup
of strong black coffee hud been brought to
my bedside esriy in the moraiog, and after
sipping st I took a little aap, and then settied
myself comfortably in bed and read the
morning papers until I was called for the
Thanksgivirg feast.

All the papers told me that the day ‘wu
going to be an unusually bappy oue. che
bad been teken, so they said, that the in-
mates of the wvacious public prisons and
sasylams should hove plenty of turkey and
trimmings. the orphan asylums bad been
looked out for, aud so bad the hospitals; the
simerous church orgapizations and pu.‘olic
charitablc institutions had made preparations
to give the poor under their jnﬁsdicuon_s
good dinucr; and & nambver of private chari-
tics and benevolent individuals had, as far as
they ocould, scoured the city in search o}‘
noedy puor and furnished them with a plenti-
ful allowance of the things ihat go tc make
up a good meal—all in henor of this Thaoks-
gwing day. For cue day at least out of the
three bundred and sixty-five New York wac
to have enough to eat, and the poor as well
asthe rich were to be able to feel that this
wasn't such a bad world to live in after all.

What I had reud, and the auticipatios of
the dinner 1 was to bave, served to put me
into good spirits; au 1 when J sat down to my
own dinaer it was with a {celing that 1 was
about to take part ia 8 feast in which all the
people of New York wore to be participants.
And what a meal was spread before me!
There was a tureen of soup, 8 roasted Boston
green goose (the lady who presides over my
house bad been advised to take it instead of
a turkey) stuffed with sage and ouions and
mashed potatoes, celery, a salad, varicus
relishes, bread, butier, a mammoth pumpkin
pie, tarts, cider, nuts and raisins. apples a.nd
a pot of coffee. It was easy enough to give
thanks with such a dinuer as that spread be-
fore me. My oppetite was keen after a lonz
fast, and I sct to. The goose was coolied toa
turn: evervthing was delicious; and after
amply supplying the inter man 1 drew my
chair back thoroughly satisfied with the
world and myself.

~ Qaly two incidents had happened to mar
the pleasure of the dinner. My door bell
rang when I was about half way tbrough, and
when I answered it I saw a little girl, thinly
clad. She belonged to a family living down
the street. She was whimpering. There was
mothirg in ber house w0 estl, she &aid; her
motber was crying and the othber-ctildren
were bungry; her father had been out of
work cver since election, aud he bad
searched in vain 2il the morning for a friend

- —ever 5o poor—for Uis family on this great
American feast day.
1 thought to wiyself, This family must bave
been overlooked whea the general distribu-
tion of good things took place; but as there
are culy three at my table, and as m~ wife
has cooked up dianer enough for a dozem, I
will make up a baske. of food {from my table
and send it “own by the child. So I brought
the little one up to my dining room, told my
wife whbat I had in mind, and, after giving the
thild a plate of soup to warm her up a bit, set
about makiug up a dinner for my less for-
tunate neighbors. A portion of that delicious
govuse, potatoes, stuffing, bread, butter, celery,
tarts, puts and raisins and balf of that ma-
jestio pie went into the basket; and after the
chbild had finished a couple of plates of soup,
sny wife wrapped a small shawi about ber,
put the basket on one arm and a tart in ~ach
band, and started her off home with a beatific
1ook op her face. I :old ber to tell her father
- Xwould dro) in on him during the day.
Soon after 1 had finished my disuer I went
into the front room and settled down with a
pitcher <t cider and some nuts and raisins
aud apples. 1 bad intended to nibole at the
latter, and perbaps enjoy a quiet sinoke
wefore going out to take a2 walk te settle my
dinner. 1 sat there watching the target com-
Paaies, and various grotesque processions go
by, and the happy-faced people walking up
and down the street. My attention was
distracted from tbe crowds by hearing my
gate slam. A woman was coming up the
walk. I could see her pull my door bell, and
then I heard my wife go dowa stairs to
answer it. I beard voices, and then the foot-
steps of two people coming up my staivs and
intomy dining room. Sconafter my wifecame
mnto tho froat room. She toid me that the
womaa—who used to come to our house when
any extra scwing was to be done—bad told
ker a pitiful story of hunger and privation;
and, as taere was still pleaty of cur dinner

told her to eat and drink ter fil.

who would lend him enough to buy him a meal f

left, she hud sat her down at the table and

the tears well into . his eyes, and into the eyes

of is wife and da: ¢ gbier, while ] was uaming

the good things t hat had been on my table,

and 1 was at & 10ss to understand it; but I

kept on talking and trying to smile until I

reached a puint where 1 felt asif 1should

choke. If any on: » bad asked me to explain

my feelings at tha & moment I could not bave

done so. There w -as & silence, during which

I looked from ob g to the other; and finally,
when I could sti uod it vo lopger, I blurted

out, “What the de sl is the matter?

Then the women . gave veut to their tears.

and the old map ., with dewy eyes—for a.
strong man uevel* weeps—came to wherel

was sitting, place d his band ou my shouider,

and said: °*‘Willi. am, the dinner you bave

been describing {0 us is much better than

the one we wili si down to op this Tbanks

giviog day. You are among the fortunate

ones. But come aud join us. You will be

able to see more a & & giance than I could teil

you in hours.”

We went intc t} & kitchen and seated our-
selves about the t able, and bis good wife and

daughter set be {ure us plates, kuives and

forks, cups and so.ucers, a loaf of bread, a pot
of tea and, last, three red berriogs! Three
red herrings! No butter, no wilk, no dessert,

no anything but bread. tea and three red
herriugs!

1 was dumformded. Here at my right
band sat a gouod) man, bright, intelligent,

hovest; wbo bad given to the poor liberally

iu his better days, who by his services io be-

bhalf of other meta bad earved a right to at
least a comfortatse living; here were bis wife
and daughter, lwth gently reared, who, to
my own knowled ge, had doge much (or their
kind, on this day of thanksgiving, in this free
country, about to celebrate the day with
bread, tea, and t;bree red herrings!

The old man said grace, and silently and
with what seemed to me a pathetic sadness,
the good family began cating their Thaaks
giving dinuer. )

It was indeed a gloomy meal. They offered
me a cup of tea, but my heart was in my
throat. 1 felt as. 1 used to feel when first
going iato action. If I had taken a sip of the
tea it would hav e choked me.

When 1 bad scmmewhat recovered from the
amazement, the rebellious feeling agamnst a
world that permitted sucbhb good people to
bave so little, 1 said to the old man:

s . why have you permitted this?
Why did you oot call on vyour (riends for
assistance! Why did vou not take advuatage
of the numercus charitable offermuzs to give,
at least for tais day, a good diuner to all
who might need it?

“William, my boy, I bave some pride left
yvet. Let the worid give me a chance to gair

a living for my family and myself. I don’t
want, and 1 wou's have, any of their charity.
This world owes me a living; God guaran
teed it o me the. day 1 was born. I could
have it out for man’s injustice. Imay starve,
but I will bave ao charity—uo sir, no char-
ity.”
I will not atterapt to describe the old man
as he appeared while speaking. His eyes
were uplifted, as f he were gazing in pro-
test uporn the fape of his Master; his hands
were raised appealingly. He spoke as if he
were addressing not me, but an ivisible per-
son. His wife—dear, guod, patient womun
that siie was—caime arouad to waere he was
sitting and placinz oue hand or his sboulder
and an arm about his neck, softly, geuotly aud
soothingly spoke to him; saying, “Never
mind, dear; you know, the darkest hLour is
alwas just before dawn. May be vext Thanks-
giving we will have such a dinner as William-
described to you . ‘ittle while ago.”
“Please God, dear wife, I hope so,” said he.
fi was evident to me thatif I stayed much
longer I should break dewn, and join them in
tbeir tears; sc, as soon as ] could decently, 1
bid them good day and got out into the open
air. It was a great reliel to me to get away
from them.
There is a feceling that comes over a person
in a bouse of sorrow that can orly be driven
away by contac® with the open air—by the
colé wind, snow, or better stiil, the slecet
driving i bis face. That was the feeling 1
bad when I left this family—a bot, buruing,
| indignant sensation.
Thaaksgiving day was an unusually mild
one; there were no cold winds to beat against
my face; and so [ walked an' walked unul
I agaiv felt sometinng like myself.
1 bad almost forgotten the visit I bad
promised the father of the luttle gl that
came to my house in the morning; but,
remembering it, I turned my st ps that way.

This family lived in one of the squalid tene-
ments that disgrace our city. Wher 1
reached the house 1 met cne of the dwellers
coming out. He tade me good day, and as he
showed a disposition to stop and chat I asked
him:

‘Have you eaten your Thanksgiving turkey
yeu?

I thought to myself, This poor woman has
also beer cverloocked in the gemeral! distribu-
tiou of good thiugs; but it mav have been ac
accident; I have plenty yet~let her also e
able tc say that on (his great American boli-
day she bad rcason to be thapkful—let Ler,
as my wife invited ber to do—eat and drink
her 6IL. But at the same time a doubt en-
teved my mind as to whether my moruing
papers had told me the truth when they said
that the public and private charities ‘bad
scoured the city in :earch cf the nc_dv poor
&nd furanisied them with a goodiy allowance
of the thiugs what go to make up a good
meal”

1 bad not been invited avywhere, but 1
thought [ would devote the afternoon to
visiting some neople I knew well, and per.
haps other people I knew only slightly; so 1
lit a cigar, put som- mote in my pocket, tut-
toned my overcoat close about me acd
started out for a walk,

My first visit was to the house of an earnest
worker ia the cause of the new crusade. My
friend is a man of briliiunt education, a forci-
ble writer, an able and convincing speaker; a
man of singularly pure life, who, for the sake
of priucipie, has neglected opportuaities to
mcquire wealth which men of baser minds
would bave grasped eagerly. 1 koew he was
poor, but how deep his poverty was I did vot
know until I entered bis rooms and saw for
myseif.

He and his wife and danghter were about
to bave their Thanksgiving diaper. They in-
vited .n¢ into their front room and seemed to
be giad to see me, but at the same time they
were ill at ease. The old man affected the
$ovial manner, and I at once fell in with his
mood. “Had [ had my Thanksgiving din-
perl” “0Oh, ves; a-spleadid dinner:” and [

“No, sir, I have not. and the prospects are
f won't; peither will the wife and children?

ssY7hat's the matter! Down on vour fuck?

“Well, you see, times ar: dull. I've been
on sirike for a mcnth and more, and vow
winter's coming on and we're going to bave a
hard time getting through the cold saap, and
even it the strike is over there'll be vothing
doing in my trade. ['ve got a good grocery
mman and butcher, though, and I guess | can
stand (hem up for grut: bui I've got to keep
money on hand for the rent or the landiurd 'l
bounce me auick No credit there. Cush on
the pail is what be wants and will have.
Aund that's the reason wby my folks don't
have turkey to-day.”

*“But,” 1 :aid, ‘“you could have had :
turkey and the make-up of ¢ genod dinzer if
you bad wactteu. Tae public and private
charities, so the papers say, were giviag ou!
ainners to everybodv they came across
How does it bappen that you didot ge:
some of the good things that were floating
roand?™

“Well, I'll tell you 1 couldo't get any-
thing of that kind if 1 wanted to, and }
wouldn't take it if I could getit. You see, ]
baven’t got & pull. All those good thines
are given out to pets. When these charitable
peuvple come around, they don't ask you if
yvou're hungry or in need, but they waat to
know what church you beloug to, and often
they pump you to find out how you stand in
politics. You've got to be a lying bypocrite
or a political beeler—that is, unless you're in
jail or on the island—before you can get
these free Thauksgiving dinoers the papers

the landlord off until work got good, 1 would
bave had a good dinner tc day: but 1 was

talk about If I bad thought I could stand

i tingers 10 their mouths, sidled up to me wheo

—

s

days.”

groceryman and butcher. Why didn't you
get a good dinner on credit™

suid if | ordered turkey aod such aund then

dogmatically, *“but either iv's going to be
easy to get pleaty of work at good wages, or

get any favors either from a cbaritable or

_quainted to thiok of something else besides

“You just said you could stund off your

“Why, what do you think they would bave

told them to charge it on the bookf”
“Very true.”
“'m got much of a prophet,” said my friend,

rents ard price of food will come down, so
that us people can bave a Thanksgiving din-
ner every day if we want to, or else some
pevple are going to get up on their ear and
tind cut the reason.”

Decidedly, my f[riend was warming up.
Aad why shculd he not? He was a worker—
and worked whenever he could get fair
wages. He was oot a beggar, and as he eaid,
must be a ‘“hypocrite or a political beeler” to

other sources. He could get credit for food,
but must pay up bis rent *‘on the nail.” How-
ever, he treuted the fact that he was not able
to give thaunks on this Thanksgiving day over
a goud aud plentiful dinaer in a dogged, phil-
osophical way that went to show that out-
wardiv be did oot give a snap. He recog-
nized, huwever, that the only thing thut stood
in the way of his baving a Thauksgiviug din-
aer was the “lack of work at guod wages,” or
‘‘the high reuats and cost of food.”

I bade him good duy and entered the tene-
merit to call ou the little girl’s father,

After climbing the stairs ] reached the door
of the room in which the little girl’'s fauther
lived The door was vpened by the child ker-
self, and &8 soon as she saw me her eyes
snapped, and she called out to her fulks who
I was. [ was cordially invited in aud giver
the best chair, while the father, mouther and
three chiidren distributed themseives about
the room, the mother smiling oo me grate-
fully, the father shaking my band cordially,
my visitor of the moruning uestling close w
my side, and the other twu children gazing at
we with that look of awe cemmnon to children
who see for the lirst time a person whose
praises they bave beurd sung.

It was ewbarrassing to wme, for 1 felt thut
all this cordiulity on the part of the mother
and children was only on account of what 1
bad done in the morning. The father 1 knew
well ‘He was an active and coergetic memn-
ber of the assembly district organization of
the united labor party to which 1l beionged.
I did ot want hin to feel that 1 bhad done
aay merefr himthan I would forany vne else,
or thau I would like bhim to do foer me were
our positions reversed. Io a choked voice be
expressed bimseif as grateful for what i bhad
dune, the wile bDlessed me, and the two
children, in a buashful maupner, with their

Linvited them to shake hands. My livle giry:
of the mornmg kissed me, and said the soup
she bud had at our fouse “was jovely.”

Afier a ume we became suiliciently ac-

compliments, and began talking seriously. 1
knew the father geither druuk oor smoked,
and bad no small vices. He bad for a num-
Ler of years been empioyed in on= of the city
departments (one of those in which men
hive to work for their money), and had
proved himselfl 5o useful that bere! “ore u
had not muttered what bis polities were. For
four yeurs we had worked tog-iher politicallv,
assisting to keep life’in labor politics. When
the mouvement ui last year ueveluvped a dis-
tinct party he and I had endeavored to add
streugth to it, and maiuly through his efforts
we bad carried tibe district for our caudi-
date. I koew after the 2lectien of "85 that he
had brought down on his Lead the anger of
ihe demvucratic ieaders of the district, uud 1
kiiew aiso thaut once they bad succeeded in
baving bim remouved; but lie had [riends with
svme 1uflucuce in the demoeratic party whe
isisted on bis being restured, so lhat up the
last electivn be bhad been retained in the city’s
emplovient. But his work was irregular.
Somchow, e seemed to be the drst man
selected when men of his grade were to he
tawd off, apd the last when meu were pui
on. A few mouths befere election, when
the demoeratic leaders were tiaing thew
fences, “places” were lavisuly distoibuted m
the.district, and among others my friend was
affered “someihing soft” on condition tbat be
would drop ““buse labor blokes. The bait
atiracted wany wen, vut did oot draw my
friend. He was emphutie in bis refusai, tell-
ing the place givers that he dido'v wotend to
mortgage the future of s clildrea {or the
suke of a job. Ther he was warned,

Electicn day came round and he was, ¥
possible, a barder aud more (awhfui worker
for our party ihao bhe had been the previvus
election. Al the npight before election he
wus eiber at beadquarters or around the
district giving advice and counsel and orders
for the next day’s work. Theun, from the time
the polls upened until they closed, he moved
around the district seewmng that things were
bieing properly conducted.

Two days after eiection (bhe had been ou
leave of absence) be reported for work He
was told to go and see the superintendent,
whao told him thot orders had cowe fromn “up
staws” tu disnuss bim. e had expected ths,
though uot so soon, for he had beard the uay
afrer elcction that all the branches of the
Lity depurtments were to be “puritied” of all
men suspected of t-ing i sympaclly with the
united labor party. He bud nct feit the real
vardship of the dismissal antit Thuanksgiviag
Jday, when lus children—/[uil of the stories
of what tbe neigtibors' cluldren bad tuid they
were gaing to bave for their dinser—tcuud
tbat their dicner was Lo be nuthing. The
nchiucal persecutors of this man had eveu
zoue so far as to wfluence bis grocery mau und
sutcher not to trust bim, bBopuig toal by put-
ting the screws on wherever ttey could they
would eithei crush him or drive Lim out of
the neighborhood v which ke bad Lved iong
and had coosiderable infiuence. Aud bow
they had succeeded is told in the earlier part
of this story.

Somehow or other I was not enjoying
Thanksgiving day as much as 1 thought 1
would. The day had become dark: agaia 1
felt that a cold blast agatnst my face would
de me good; so, wishing ibe fanuly tbetter
fuck vext tiitne and goud bye, I s.arted out for
another walk.

I wandered arouad for an bour or more to
cool off, and had turned niy steps homeward.
when I came upon a littie kaot of shivering,
lightly clad men and boys in front of a bright-
ly lighted house. Ab, yes. This wasthe home

numbers of their satellites gathered around a
bountifully spread table. They were appar-
euntly baving a good time, and the hungry-
looking wretches outside were watching their
movements with eager interest, especialiy th
tbe eating and drinking. :

Who were theyv?

Well, at the bead of the table sat the
‘leader”—a “self-made” man. Fifteen years
ago he landed at Castle garden from [reland,
dressed in corduroys; and with his worldly
possessions tied up in a bandkerchief slung on
a blackthorn stick, he walked up Broadway
inquiring his way to bis brother’s saloon. He
went to work as a barteader, and graduated
from his brotber’s employ into ward politics.
He became a ward leader because he was a
first-class ‘“‘slugger;” was appointed to pluce
alter place, and finally rose to be an alder-
mao and the “Jeader” of the assembly district.:
And though he has never done a day’s useful
work since be landed, he has drawn from the
city treasury in various ways over three hun-
dred thousand dollars within less than ten
years, and is pow a ‘“respectable” member of
society and a regular church goer. :

At the leader’s right bund sat the brother
bhe so anxiously inquired for the day he
landed st Castle garden—a gray baired and
gray whiskered Irisbinan, respectable look-
ing, from a distance; also & self-made wman:.
once & saloon keeper and a rough; then a
political heeler, then a leader. He also has
been fed liberally at the public orib. In
Tweed’s days he held high official position,
and now lives off lus rents; and on tast elec-
tion day, such was his patriotic fervor, that
be carried to the polling place in his arms a
ilthy, drunken wretch tu vote for the *‘grand
old democratic party.” He is anotber regu
lar church attendant.

At the leader's left hand sat the leader of
unother wing of the democracy—a square
built man, whose chie! claim to greatness is
“that he is good wid bis props.” He distio-
guished himself on electiun day by the ewi:
neut ability be displayed ia a financial di-
rection. As yet he hus been vnly moderately
fed at the city crib; but in view of his
services in “vindicating the oriuciples of th.
party” he will be property taken care of.
He also goes to church every Suanday.

Dowu the tabie sat a curly-headed youug
man, krown as the lcader’s *shadow,” whu
hus hopes of being a bright lizht in the po-
litweal world one of these days; meantime he
shines by reflection.

There were vibers at the table. They were
the heelers of the district und appeared to
bask in the smiles of their lender and looked
supremely content with the situauen. Evi-
dently they had not been overlooked when
the gouod things were being distributed.

And the wretches on tue sidewalk

scraps of their conversation:
t“Jees, but dem blokes is a havin' a gooud
time.”

“Wish I was wid dem.”

“Say, 1 kuowed when he tended bar
in (his brother’s) liquor store. Mauy’~
de dullar { vrun over dat bar.”

“He ain't sellin’ no more gin now. He's
high toned, he is; he b'longs tou a swell club
now; don’t tatk to any of de gang now ’xcept
on Ylection day.”

“Well, he trows out de boodle den, doun
he? Narthin’ mean about him or ’lection
day.”

And so on.

“Say,” suid one nf the speakers, ‘‘some oi
idat grub and lush ought to come dis way; or
we ought to git sumthin’ out er lim so we
could go eat. Don't ver tink su, fellers™

Omues-—“Yeah!”

“Well, ve o aotion t¢ ring de bell and pan
haadle him.  He kuows me, or he ought ter—
his workers has given me many a dollar.

—we'se all goud democrats.”

Omnes—**We're wia yer.” :

Thereupon the btold spirit'ran up the step-
aad pulled the door bell.- ~ o

I thoughbt the fellows, bowever cohtempti-
ble they might appear, were right. Had it
not been for such as they, the “leader” would
not now fiave been drinking wine in his own
restdence after a magnificcut Thavksgiving
dinner, but would stll have been peddhiy

They had surely a right to expect from iy g
share of bis good things on this great and
only American behday. ‘

— The door opened and a white-capped maid
appeared, : ‘ :

Theu there was a pantomnime between the
girt und the fellow on thz stoop, she evidently
trying to disruss him aud he persisting
Finally she shut the dvor and left him stand
g there. A moment after i could see tha:
the attention of the people iusidle was at
tracted to something in the farther end of the
roomw, The “leader” shook bis bead severai
unes, evidently in answer to some (Lo us) in
visible person, anidd then be rose quickly and
disappeared. A

] guess he's goin’ to see Johnny,” said one
of the group outside,

Svon the front door flew back on its hinges.
and the *‘leades” appeared. He said:

“Walk off, 1 tell yer, or Dil help yer off?

Whispers by Johnny.

“Goon, now! I won't give yer narthin'—
uaderstaand?

More whispers by Johnny.

Suddenly Johony {e. down the front steps
and the door was banged to, and a 1noment
after T could see the leader” reseating kLin-
self at the table sapparently somewhat

raflled.
When Jobuny was picked up a chorus ot

vcices asked what was the matter. ,

“Oh, de bivge trua me out{ but PU- get
even wid him—see if I doa't™ ‘

Whict I trunstated to mean that Johnny
and his gang, U Llbey expected to eat a
Thacksgiving dinuer, wcu!d have to get it
t'sewbere. They were goudenoagh to *‘viudi-
cale demccratic principles” ca etection day at
50 much a hea.l, but ot guud enough to get a
dinner out of ibeir ‘leader” on Tnanksgiving
day. ’

I walked on, thinking to myself that the
day had oct been one of such bappiness to
tbe people of New York after all. [ bad aot
Leen over two bilocks from my house since 1
s:tarted out for my wialk, aud yet I had seeu
good people and bad people who bad no rea-
son to give thauks; I had seen buman vuit-
ures partaking of the fat of the land, and
lovers of their kind partaking of busks.

When I got home I was ready to eat a
light supper, and said to my wife thaty |
thought [ would like a cup of tea and a cold

of one uf the ‘“leaders” of the district. The
window blinds were open and the warm light

went on teliing what 1l bad bad. I could see

pretty certain I couldn't, so 1 went light on

bite off that Boston green goose and the other
vimngs left over from dinaer.

streamed into the streeta  There, in full sight ( “Yowll bave to be satistied with bread and

know the rich corporations and land
Sburks - who, under the preseat system
of - taxing ibe products of  industry

lookea 1
nungrily on, and as [ stood by I caughtu

“would believe that to them belonged the

L
youse fellers stan’ wid me 1 try an’ work hin,

ecerned; Mibey ure dumng well eaouzhy they
“neverswere faruters anyway, and they don't-

Jdrinks or fil'ing “growlers” over a dirty bar.

“What? There was a pile left when I went
out to-day.” S a

“I’s atl gone; 1 have given it away to peo-
ple who needed it more than we do.”

Thisis the true story of my Thauksgiving
day. Asa picture of scenes of actual life within
the space of two city biocks it may be of in-
terest to the readery of THe STANDARD: per-
baps some may even derive instruction
from it. WiLLTiAM MCCABE.

“The Man with the Shauty,”
Correspondence Poughkeepsie Euterprise.

Henry George meets bim at every public as-
semblage. Nop that the ubijquitous personage
makes an actual uppezrance, and solicits nt-
teatica to his clauns and grievances. He is
merely present by proxy. He has many
patrens apparently much interested in watch-
ing after his welfare and protecting his rights
against the unjust wiles of the new laud
theunsﬁs. The fawyer, the doctor, the con-
servative clergymaun, the professional politi-
cian; but, nure pertinaciously the millionaire
land speeututor—in tine, the entire pro-poverty
saviors of society loudly elamor ugainst the
iniquity of taxing the shanty man Tor the ve-
cupancy of 4 plot of ground equal in value
to that on wiich his neighbor bus erected a
ten thousiind doliar cottage or a deceat resi-
dence for his family.

It makes no difference whether the latter
bas been thrifty while the other bas been a
spendtibriflt, or whether a mortgage presses
v Lthe resources of the cottager. This man
has adorued the street and enbanced the
value of adjoinwg property by his neat
structure, vet the other, who insjsts on the
ubnseemly squilor of the shanty as an obstacle
to common improvement, must be rewarded
bv exemptivn from equal taxes.

But where do we actually tind him, after
all? Wulk dowo Fifth uveaue aud you meet
"5,“5 economic phantom at every block.
You meet "him, of course, on Broadway,
where bis shanty has been religiously pre-
served by the present system of taxation, and
by buth the great parties who divide between
them the sacred duty of his euardiunship.
Seriousty, where is this mythic personage to
be met with?! Simply in the brain—nov, not the
brain, but in the funey of the sophist.

In reality, bow many industrious poor men
who, from their scant savings and mortgaged
bepes of [uture earnings, erected houses even
i this town, but have been forced to give
them up to the tax gatherer and to the specu-
tator, from whose grasp be would be secure
under the new theory of taxing land values
auly? We know them herein town, and we

aud tbrift, keep down the great masses
of wealth producers. It is tor the welfare of
this great artmy who forin the backbune of the
community that the honest law maker will la-
bor, white the mythical shanty man willbe the
tuol of the selfish puoliticion.

Tlie Landlord ** Feossil,”?
Tulare County s Cal., Times,
[t is probuble that we bave more fossilsin
propurtion to the population in Tulure couuty
chan can be found 1o any other part of Cali-

{urni&,v These “fussils” all own land. In
fact, Lae majority of them are large land
owiers - They got land when it could

be. had for the taking. They have be-
«come rich: by its, enhancement in  value.
Aud thatis just what s the matter with our
*“fossils.” They take as much pride 1 our
suil and climate as if they had made them.
Tu bear them talk the credulous stranger

credit ol developing the country. These
men are waiting {or the boum. Therr
-4nd is uot for sale, or, if it is, they demand
ior it prices. which would only be fair if it
were i a lugh state of cultivation. They are
a dead weight vn the community, All they
tave is due to the enterprise and industry of
Jheir neighbors. It they had been comsulted
there would uever bave been a railroad
hiere, and- cativie raising wouid still be
the oniy indusivy in Tulare county. They
wou't caltivate their land, and they won’t
sive anybody elsc u chuuce to do so. - The
vnly occupation in which they indulge is that
of Swaiting for the boom.” They know that
il a wrge porticn of our land does not pass
wto the bands of men who are willing and
able tu improve it, the country wilt muke oo
progress; but, despite this  kovwledge on
cheir - part; they decline to  muke im-
vruvements  themselves, or, by selling
any portivn of tihew lands, to perinit others
to dosu. . They are confident tnat some- of
their neizhbors will improve their land or sell
1L to these who will. - As far as they are con-

propuse to sell at present ‘iggers.’?

Enzlishinen  Srrikiog  at  the  Cause  of

TR CPovertv, L
Lendun Democrat. ; N

The aguauon in favor of the taxation of
Sroumdirents s advancing with ot strides.
the Londonanuuicipal retorm lepue und the
Eugtishmundirestoration league-bave tormed
acsUmitedecomnmttes,” of whielh Lord Heb
bouse  hus  eonsented to be the cbairman.
Many nlembers ol pachament have given their
approval’ to the propusat for altering the
~yslem which “allows: buildings 1 Loundon
worth < £212,000,000—the - produce ol labor
=i pay CALON U0 D in rates s and o taxes
whifer tand worth £418,000,000—an unearued
wncrement fubored: tor by the many aud en-
joyed by the few—pays no more than £300,-
O Such a sysiein iucreuses. the guli be-
tween thie rich ana tihe poor by @iving tuo the
idie the rewards of wdusiry, restricts build-
g enierprise, and, therefore, becomes largely
respunisibie buth forthe overcrowding of our
towus and the staguation of trade; wud, last
but not least, leads to the non-cultivation of
greal tracts of (laud, owing tu the fever of
wand speculation, which is its dire result.

CPhe Game of Politics”—Southern Edition,
Clitrleston Dispatdh, »

Does our weorge friend, Mr Adams, think
hie could ‘iutaence a legisiative body elecled
by and frow such voters with Heury George's
fand tbeories, or suceessfuily pit chuapters
{rom “Progress and Poverty” aguwust the in-
fiitlence of suger dollars aud race or party
prejudicet e ‘

1t he bas confidence in bis powers we would
hke bimn too dx a day fur juiul discussion be-

Sfore an- audivnce of rice lield voters, have
Heury Gevrge und Dr. MeGlyan vu oue side
and  Geovrge  Suss or the old ring tailed
roarer of tie Suntee on the other; the one
with the leavrping, massive dictivn and - clear
reaseming ol w master of puhlitical economy;
the other with an  old-fashioned radical
whoop. " ' '

We know what'the result wouid be. Sass
and the reaver wouuld vote the lastman in the
erowd for any man they migit setect, knowu
or ugkuown, ahveur dead. ‘

Well, Why Can’t We Have Governinent
. Railronds? ;
agricuitnral News, Ozirk, Avi,

Al the railroads m Ipdia and Australia are
owoned by the goverfimeuts; the same ol
Ezypt. - Hence we tiud the American tarmer
sut only competing with the pauper aud cheap
tubor of the world, but also witn cheap truus-
portation govermmeat ratlroads, wich eu-
ables the cheup labor of lodia, Ezypt; Russia
and Australia tu seud gram and cution Lo the
Europeau muarkets atrates that rutn American.
fartners to cornpete with them. If American
tarwmers had ke ctieap rutes aflorded by the
goverument railrouds of other countrvies, it
wuitld: be worth to them 20 cents upon every
bustiet of corn -and wheat sold to foreigo
couutries, and §3.50 upon every bate ol cottvn
ratsed 1o the Mississippi valley north of Vicks-
vurg, and 1n nland Texas. '

Sir Cyrus Fleld Gives Judgment,
Mzl and Express, : ‘
George's new land system, as distinguished
fromy the system advocated in his book, is
either a silly scheme.ur else « s!y scheme in-
vented for the purpesé: of promotiug  Mr.

“holding  the land for speculation must im-

How the Poor Are Driveus inte Tenemeng
Hounse Liie and How They VWill be En.
&bled to Obtain Houses of Their Own.

Des Moines, la., Herald.
Rev. Mr. Evans toid his audience yesterday

bow certain pieces of real estate in Des Moines

bad increased in value in the past few years
under prohibition from $12,000 and $16,000 to
$50,000 aud 855,000 or thereabouts. Mr. Evans
didn’t tell them that prohibition was the direct
cause of this increase in value, but that idea
might be. iuferred from his remarks. Now,
neither prohibition aor license booms the
value of real estate. We have real estate
booms in temperance cities and in
license cities, as - instanced by Wich-
ita iu prohibitory Kansas, and Omahba,
Minneapolis and St. Paul, in the license states
of Nebraska and Minnesota. Under our
ﬁreseun system the selling value of land i1s en-
anced in two ways, first by speculation, &
legaiized method of fleecing the people; seo-
ond, by the increase in population which
makes an increased demand for the land.
The first class of land owners get rich by
musrepresentation and by exciting the imag-
ination of their proposed victims. The second
class gets n big price by standing around
with theiwr bands in  their pockets, wait-
ing for the energy and enterprise of
tlheir fellows to muke a demand for the iand.
I{ these men who nold large tracts of real
estate for speculative purposes were com-
pelied to pay tuxes on their land equal to the
taxes on adjacent improved land, they would
be compelled to put improvements upon it op
dispose of it ata reasvnable figure to those who
would. For instaace, we understand that the
proprietor of the new Savery hotel paid $31,-

000 for the laud n stands upon. Now, whe

18 worth most to the commuunity, the

builder of this - magnificent monumeat

of business enterprise, or the man who held.
the land for speculation? Certainly the for-
mer. If the assessed value for taxabie pur-

puses was as great as the selling value when
there is o demund for the land we would find
no fauit, out it never is. The land speculator
gets off with a light tax on the plea
of non-improvement. Aund after a whilg
he gets a big price for his land om
the plea that the demand gives it
its value. The building of the Savery bas
enhanced the value of every vacant lot im -
that section of the city, yet the proprietor of
these lots will get off with a light tax upon
the plea of non-improvement, while the pro-

grietor of the Savery will' be assessed a

icher value on the land uander the hotel be-

cause his energy has given it an increased

value; and he will also be assessed
upon the building itseli and pay big:
taxes thereon. Practically bhe will pay

the city of Des Moines, and the county of
Polk a big premium for the sake of being
energetic and enterprisiug, while the former
owner of the land was encouraged in his
speculation and given a premium for idle-
pess in the shape of a fght tax upon hiy
vacant lot. Verily, it pays to consider these
things. ; '
Down in the Seventh ward there are a
great many vacant residence lots waiting for
purchasers. Who owns them? Why, men
who got them for a song, and are holding
them for a big price. This ward is inhabilea
almost entirely by what we call laboring
people. Supp: se a laborer by industry and
economy suaves one thousand dollars. He
concludes he will build himself a bkome:
The tirst step is the purchase of a lot
He knows a lot for which the owner in
assessed only §i5. The lot suits him, and bhe
concludes tu purchase., The owner wants
$500. +“But,” says the laborer, “you are pay-
mng taxes only on $75. If your land is worus
$300, why not pay the gavernment taxes on
that amount? “Oh, well,” says the owner,
“‘the selling value of land, and the taxable
valueare two different things. I got off with a
light” tax becuuse the lund was not bringing
me in anything. I charge you $500 becausa v
your wants make a demand for the land.® .
The hovuse will cost him $300. So he pays
down §200 oo the laad, builds his house, and
the original owner takes a mortgage on the
house and lot for the other $300, upon which
the lab. rer pays ten per cent interest. Sup-
pose it is the custum to assess lands and
houses oue-half of their value for taxable
purpuses. If the original ownersold the lund
for its real value, then the laburer would
hive been able to purchase the land for §150.
He could buave built his house, paid for his
tand, and bad &30 left for fencing and
other improvements. Now: he is $00 io -
debt. He will pay taxes next year on one-
halt the value of the lot represented by the
purchasing  price, and  oue-half the value of
the house, or taxes upon 3650, 1f he builds a
barn and vther improvemeunts worth $200, he
will pay taxes on an additional $100, or alto-
gether v §750. Uunder our preseat tax of 33
milts four city and county purposes, he woufd:
piy a tax of $24, besides $30 interest va
the $300 debt. The original owner paid.
only §.40 tax. The mun who builds the
house [urnishes employment to lxbor, and isa
benefit-to the community. The land specula-
tor furmshes no employment to labor; lives
in idleuess, nud fleeces the laborer who is
anxivus to build a bome for himself and
faumuly. The law encourages the first man in
speculation, in dleness, in fleecing the laborer,
The sume law compels the laborertopava -
tax for the privilege of building bimself-a
hame. : R
Uuder the Henry George land tax theory,
the state would tuke therental value of the
land and no other tax. Suppose the average
rentul value of a building lut in the Seventhy
ward is 820 a year. And this rental value is
cullected whether there are improvements
upon it or not. Now, the man who has been

prove in order to pay his tax = He has ten
Juts. He purchased these lots for $§50 each op
$500, and is holding them fur speculative
purposes. The George theory cuomes in
and bhe must pay the state the full rental
value of $20 per year for each lot, or $200
tax on the ten lots. What will he do?! Hs
will dispose of the land at onee for a very
reasonable fizure for the sake of getting nd
of it, or if he is 3 man of money he will build
tenement houses thereou. Let us suppuse.
that ke builds tew four-room cottages at a
cost of $500 each. The houses are built and
tte must find tenants to accupy them, for the
“houses bave no value standing idle. Now, say
tha -opponents of the system. ‘‘He will put
that tax into the rent.” Let us see if he can
du that. The people of the city are already
boused. Let us suppose that he knows of
twenty families living in his ward who
are hiving in ten bouses of six rooms each,
or threce rooms to a family, and they
are paying $ per month, all they can.
afford to pauy and live. He must fill -his
houses at once, so he goes toone family in
each of the ten double houses and says: “1
will rent you a four roovm house for $7
per month, and you will have a whole
yard to yourseif.” The people accept his
terms, but they wouldn’t have moved if he
hadn't offered them extra inducement. He
bas the houses, and be is compelied to comn
pete with others who own teuement houses;
aud if every man who owns a vacaat lot was
~cotnpelied to build thereon, there would bea
gread rush from the double houses aod frem
the  noisy  business  portions of the
city to the new tenements, and the
heaith, comfort and convenience of
the people would be largely increased.
Tins burlding of wew houses would give &
great. impetus to industry of every kindg
wages would iucrease, and with the buildiag
uf every tenement house the rent would be
iowered, aud there would come a time when
the owner of several tenement houses would

be zlad to sell to the-luborer for a fair price,
aud the laburer wouid ownahome of his owi -

. Reciprocal Idiocy.
Philadelphia Record. R - o
The government of the United Siates h
imposed a protective tax of seven:
cents a ton on the coal imported from. Can-
ada, and the Canadian government . has im=
osed a similar tax on coal carrvied from the
nited Stutes into the duminivn.  The effect,
as well as the design, of this petty warfarels
to diminish in each country the consumptiom. -
of imported coal. Will some protectionists
be good enough tu explain who is the gainer:

‘Geurge’s political ambitivi,

‘ by such a pulicy?
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~ THE GRANGER MOVEMENT.
‘In the November aumber. of the.Popular
- Science Monthly Charles W. Pierson describes
the rise and greowth of the order officially
callea Patrons of husbaundry, but commonly
called the grangers. It appears from this
skeich that the order originated with six
goverument clerks in the agricultural bureau
and in the treasury and post office depart-
ments at Washington and one fruit grower.
The story of the work of these seven men in
raunizing the bpational grange ard of the
sudacity and real self-sacrifice by which one
©f the promoters managed to get a number
of real agriculturists interested in the move-

ment is amusing as well as interesting.

When the interest. of the farmers was once
aroused, however, the movement swept like
wildfire over the country. In 1874 there
were 22,000 separate granges, with an aver-
age membership of forty each. This num-
ber, Mr. Pierson says, is greater than

- that of all the lodges of Masons
and ©Odd Fellows in the world. At
this time the grauge treasuries were over-
flowing, the dues to the national grange alone
amounting to $£48,532.20 per annum. The
order strenuously insisted in its constitution
that all politics and sectarianism should be
excluded from its granges, but the men com-
posing the order were polmcal !y influenced
by the new associations and they manifested
the tendency of that influence by their votes
This was theera of ‘zranger legisiation,”
duriig which laws to regulate the charges of
railwways were passed. The formidable pro-
portious and rapid growth of the order of
Fatrons of husbandry simply brought the
politician to the feet of the fammer, ana with
thatignorance that always characterizes the
mere politician when facing a new force he
concluded that any demand made by any
pumber of furmers was backed by the whole
power of the grangers, and hence much
Jegislation was hurried through in the name
©f the order that never received its sanction
or approval. Nevertbeless, it is true that the
grangzer movemeut deserves the credit of
forcing congress and the state legislatures to
give some attention to land grabs, subsidies,
railway discrimination and other exictions,
and the impulse thus given has becen con-
tinzed by other forcces.

But the granger movement reached its
maximum and died away just as the green-
back movement did, and the umhmkmg par-
tisans of the old parties point to its subsi-
deace as the evidence that it must ever be so,
and that 0o new party can ever make 1tseif a
permanent factor in our polities. A close ex-
amination of the rise and decay of the order
of Patrons of husbandry shows tbhat there
is no warrant for such a conclusion. So far as
that movement had any political aim or influ-
ence it went toward making a party. Such
a movement must alwayvs fail. Parties are
pot made—they grow. It is futile to gauther a
body of farmers together and, making their
wocation the real bond of union, try to con-
struct a plattorm on which they will all agree
to stand. It is equally futile to try the same
tking with a body of wage earners. No sin-
ecrity ¢f agreement can be reached by such a

i
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m process, and the bond of union bcm« 4avow-
o s edly one of selfish class interest there is no
aer, .- = grod reason to expect that an appeal to sel-
ble - fish individual interests will not bring about
ha desertions.

g The cause cf the ephemeral character of
s the success of the grungers was the lack of
naﬁ.‘, - any sufficient reason for its continuance.
:,’;: : - That scmething was wrong wus apparent.
the The perception of this assured atientican to
hich aimost any call on the farmers to unite for:
Bup- the betterment of their own condition. They
M came togelber and a remedy was propose
able e E or rather, pumerous remedies. The order of
lc?]?l% = b Patrens of husbandry itself never committed
SR : ; ftscif to even these proposals. It held aloof
r his - from politics. It was rather proud of its il-
and . logical positiva asa secret teacher of doctrines.
pim B that it would do nothing to carry out The
one- W ’ moment that its members as individuals be-
“1he _gan to apply its notions they formed newal-
';d iiances and began to lose¢ ipterest im it |
D.SK: & I Again, all of its remedies were super-
pito- E [ ficial. They went to the root of ne difficulyy,
33 s b but aimed at a never ceasing pareatal regula-
ouid tion of the dangerous power created when
it .- the control of the chief public lngbways was
paid . & confided to private hands. Le2ws rushed.
lmsn: - througzh with a grand burrah ailed to accom-.
wla- plish any good and were quietly repealed
lives without exciting public protest. A great
10 38 movement found that it did ot know what
and it waated, and it went to pieces chicfly for

that reason.

The distinctive workingmen’s movement
seoms to be coming rapidly to a similar end.
Tirades unjons will of course continue 1o exist
so0 long as they serve the strictly business
purpose for which they came into existence.
Tic Knights of Labor will continue so far as
they serve a simlur purpose on the part of
unskilled labor; bat the working:nen’s move-
ment, as a political propaganda, seeRing to
accomplish in some nanuer the wvpliftng of

Jabor and the righting of the wrongs of work-
o ingisen is appareatly falling away just as the
* granger moveineny fell away, and for pre-
_ cisely simifar reasons. It has never proposed
@ radical remedy for the evils com-
pizined of, and the remedies that it
has pr@posed have, to a cousiderable
extent faiied on trial. In many states some
one or more of the demands of organized
Libor have been granted, and nowhere has
. @any permanent f'uod resnlt been achieved.
fThe laws are not enforced, and queerly
(nm.frh the men who demanded their passage

" cease to ask for their enforcement. There is,
1 helieve, an eight hour law on the statute
‘back of New York to-day. There certainly

wius one a few years ago.

~Bat the politicians are mistaken in assum-
inc~ that the failure of the greenback and the
grunger movements, and the anticipated
failure of the labor movement, prove that no

. mew political movement can ever succeed.
Those efforts simply show that men have
gone the wrong way about satisfying a
need clearly felt by themselves and
cthers. Taey bave forgotten that a new
party has arisen in this country and tbat it
‘is10-dav one of the so-called old parties. For
years before the rise of the republican party
.theqguestion of African slavery was ignored
by common consent as the vital question of
to-dzy is ignored. Continued democratic
supremacy caused numerous attempts to
creste new parties that could win. The

Lief attempt of the kind was the know-

give & mnoling movement. It failed because it de-

&indg servedto fai), and finally the true issue forced

miding ditsclf to the fronmt, and a party of priaciple

ulﬂﬂ h-, grew uround that principle which finally
F‘.m rinmphied and overthrew chattel slavery.

Tius must be the process by which the evils
now L‘ureatemng us wiil be successtully at-
tucked. The futile efforts to muke parties
mereiy indicate the general cobscicasuess
hint a new party is needed. The party when
32 comes must be a party of principle bound
goceiher by some bhigher feel:nz than mere
setlishh interests or class feeling. It must
-grapple with real issues, not try to invent
- mew cues. Ivmust represcat the conscience
ol the people and kpow definitely what it
wants to accomplish. We already bave the
“macleus of such & party. It Las probed to the
 roctof all monopolies, and it strikes at the
puarest of ali others—the monepcly of land.

the difficuity tbat is always encountered in

propagating a nev: gospel, but by the seifish

interésts that lead many to shut their ears to
disagreeable truths, but it will triumph in the
end, because in its triumph lies the only hope
of the rescue of our civilization from impend-
ing ruin.

The granger movement has accustomed the
farmer to think of legisiative remedies for the
evils under which he suffers, and the new
party is prepared to show him the guiding
principle that must animate such legislation
if it is to succeed. The workingmen’'s move-
ment has turned the wage earner’s eyves te-
ward legislaticn as a remedy for bis wrongs,
and the new party tells him what the on!y

remedy is. The graoger and the working-

man may cling for a little time lounger to
their discredited devices, but they caarot
hold out forever, aud when tkey cnce open
their minds to the truth they will be uni-
mated by a hope that will fill them with a
higher purpose than they bhave hitterso
known and make them enthusiasts for the
overthrow of the evil system that causes
poverty to dog the steps of progress. The
movements that have failed are wot without
t>2ir uses. They have shown that expedients
and half measures can accomplish vo perma-
nent good and they have prepared men to
look to poltical action for the removal of
evils to which in the past politicians have
paid little 1f any attention. Thus, the granger
movement, though it bhas first lourished and
then decayed, has left behind it dn unsatisfied
longing for something better that will prove
of use toward bringing the farmerinto accord
with the wageworker 1: the great movement
that will finally succeed through an appeal to
conscience in behaif of truth, putting aside
all prejudice and class distinction and de-
manding the support of all who love justice.
Wu. T. CrROASDALE.

Why Editers Should Support the New
C Crusade.

Because its success would insure a more
equitable and general distribution of wealth
and leisure und thereby enlarge the class of
readers and buvers of papers and by “maik-
ing times casler” enlarge the advertising
patronage of journals—that is a purely pro-
fessional and seifish reason, but it is worth
considering all the simine, as such additional
prosperity as would fall to editors would be
mere Dives crumbs when compared to the
people’s share, and this consideration
eliminates a large proportion of the merely
seltish class interest. Because editors are (or
ought to be) *‘the priests of the ninetcenth
century,” the advocates, defenders and pro-
meters of every good work, and no better
work than to restore to the people their
birthright ever was attempted by a political

party. Because the bringing of the peceple to

the front would destroy the worst foes of
journalism—the politicians whose interest lies
in corrupting, thwarting and belittling the
legitimate influence of an independent press.
Because until specially privilezed classes are
destroved—until the laws grant equal rights
to all, special privileges to none—equality of
richts everywhere, monopolies nowhere—the
press will pnever have the influence it de-
serves; for just as long as it is possible to pro-
cure special privileges by legislation or
through the action of political parties, just so
Jong wiil there be class journalism, and just
sc jongz wiil a certain proportion of editers be
bought to advocate schemes inimical to the
gencral interest by classes to be beanefited at
the cxpense of the masses. Lastly, editors
should support the new crusade, because edi-
torsare men, aud therefore have an mterest

in everything that beuefits mankind; because:

the pressis benefited. 1n exact proportion as
prosperity  and intelhgence are diffused
throughout the populatien, and the best
schoclinaster is general  prosperity. The
patronage of classes has been as fatal to jour-
naltsm as the patronage of the state has been
‘to relizion. AN EpITOR.

All That is Necded is to Be Patient and
Iieep the Truth Belore the People.

Ricamoxp, Va.—Having had a similar ex-

pertence to that which you recently passed
hroush in New York down here in Rich-
mond, Va., Ican, on the one hand, sympa-
thize with you, having been “downed” by
those in whose interest our fight was made.

All that is needed 15 to be patient and keep
the trouble Jong enough before the people to
enable them to brush from their e¢ves tie
webs of prejudice which bave, up to tins time,
prevented them from seeing the trouble as it
is. One of themost ecncouraging omens of
future success that I know of is the fact that
wiien the simple tax idea once takes hold it
never lets go, and the new convert to the
fauth; in nine cases out of ten, becomes a mis-
sionary and immediately sets about spread-
ing the light m order that others may see
their way out of the gloom in which ignorance
has so long kept tirein eashrouded.

I recard THE STANDARD as the cleanest,
purest and best edited paper in the country
to-day, and if it is read as thoroughly and as
eagerly in other portions of the country as it
is here, it is but a question of time when its
circulation will rival that of any weckly pa-
per published in the United States. Itismy
candid opinion that Dr. McGlynn, with two
simple texts, one from the Golden Rule and
the other frum the Lord’s Prayer, has taught
more true reiigion in the great city of New
York, in the last few months, than has been
taught in all of its magnificent churches put
together 1n as many years. “The people
hear lum gladly.”

I expect to have, inside of a month, a land
and labor clubin full blast in this city. As
soon as I get it organized I will let you know.

JOoHN T. CHAPPELL.

A Call for a State Couvention at Topeka,
Rau,

F. M. P. Donnelly, secretary of Land and
labor club No. 1 of Kansas City, Kan., for-
wards us the following call for a state con-
vention to be held at Topeka, Kan., Feb. O:

Kaxsas City, Kan., Nov. 22.—The citizens
of the state of Kansas in favor of the Syra-

cuse platform adopted by the united labor
party of New York, are requested to meet io
mass convention at Topeka, Kan., ou Feb. 9,
1838, at 10 o'clock a. m., to eiect a state cen-
tra: comxm;tee and take such measures asin
their Judgment may seem best calculated to
secure the success of the united labor party
in tbe near future. No person opposed to the
single tax on land values will be permitted to
pariicipate in the deliberations of the con-
veation.

By order of united land and labor club No.
1 of Kansas City. DR. C. H. BLAKESLEE,

F. M. P. DoNNELLY, Sec. President.

A Suggestien.

EAST ORANGE.—If it is practicable would it
not be wel! to call a mass meeting in New
York for Motday, Jan. 2, 1883, to begin the
work for the presidential campaign? Also,
to call upot cur friends throughout the Union
to hold meetinzgs at that time. The 2d will
will be tte first working day of the new year,
and if meetings were generally held oun that
day it wculd be a surprise to these who now
believe tkat we are aboud *‘crushed cut,” and
we certanly would receive big advertlsm

s guowih my be tet.alded uot merely by i

One ot the faith, E. C. Au’novn.

THE SITE OF WASHINGTON CITY.

L.and Values, Assessments nod Vacant f.ots
—'Che sufliciency of the Ningle Tax.

Wasgingroy, D. C., Nov. 25.—The two fol-
lowing extracts from local papers of recent
date in reference to the assessed and true
valuations of progerty in the District of Co-
lumbia present a conclusive answer to those
persons who seem to think that there will be
i1ffculty in determining the value of land
apart from that of the improvements on it,
and they also overthrow all such arguments
as that of Professor W. T. Harris in the July
Forum, which endeavor to prove that the
sicgle tax on land values would be iusafficient
to meet the present expeuces of government,
aud that the private owcership of lacd in-
volves an almost imperceptible burden upon
the working classes.

THE TAXABLE PROPERTY OF WASHINGTON.

The fellowing statement of the ass2ssment
of the real estate acd perscral property for
tetax levy of the §sca! year esding June
F’ g:bb, Las been inade by Asseszor Ros. A.

A’

Real estate—Grounds—IWaskington, $i9,-
963.547; Georgetown, §1,932,645: coun”yv (nsn-
n"x.u.ltura'), £2,045.316. Total, $53,793.5).
Couaty (agucu.tura’), £2,9:0, STI—§36, 104,550,

Improvements — W ashington, §49,964,75y;
Geoergetown, $2,925,700; county (non-agri-
cultural), $1,5%9,550. Total, §54,150.300. Count?
(ugrlcultulal) $360, 150——!04 040,450. Total,
Washington, $99,430,297; Georgetown, $4,9 -
543, county (non-agricultural), 3,633,166,
Total, $107 993,808.  County (agricultural),
£3.771,022 Slll 744,830,

Per sonal —W asbluﬂton City, $9,9%0,765;
Georgetown, $847,360: county, ""5,&63—510-
045,438, Grand total, $122,68%, 8N,

Tax levy—Real estate, 107,973,500, at 81.50;
§1,014,607.12 real estate, 3,771,022 at @I,
§37, "IO 22, Personals. §10.943.48 at $1.50,
SIM I5L87. Total, §1,821,469.21.

ESSOR FIFH'S PLAN—HE COMPARES OFFICIAL
ASSI:SSME.\‘TS WITH THOSE OF THE EQUITABLE
BUILDING ASSOCIATION.

Assessor Fish has made his annual report to
the commissioners, to which he appends a
statement which is destined to show the in-

adequacy and inequahty of the present
mcthod of fxsscssin,f: taxes. . It is a compara-
tive statement of the district’s assessment and
that of the Eqguitable buliding association for
one year, and Assessor Fish uses n as an addi-
tivnal argument in favor of his plan to create
a permancent board for assessing property.

The following is the statement: District as-
sessment: Ground—Washin gton city, #151,350;
county, 313,567, Equitable assessment: Ground
—Wushington city, £323,002; county, 334,56).
District  assessment: nnpx'ovemenLs——\\*ush-
ingron city, ‘S183,110; couuty, $11,100. Equit-
able assessment: Washington eity, S257.734;
county. 834,205, Totals—District assessmeunt,
\\*’;ashingwu city, X3G4,4%0): county, 24, HT—
£339,09%.  Equitable assessment: w .xshmcrt.ou

city, S511,653; county, $73,540. Total—S085,

485, The assessmeut ol the Equitable is
made ¢t two-thirds of the true vaiue: there-
fore add one-third, giving a total of $914,997.
Ttis shows that by the district methods the
assessuient amounts to only 4214 per cent on

the valuc of the property and the actual tax

is sixty-three cents on £100.

Thesc tables show that neither the assessor
of taxes por the shrewd and conservative
business men who conduct a successful build-
ing associntion find any diflicuity in arriving
at the value of the ground separately from
that of tlie improvements.

It will be noted in the extracts above given
that in commenting upen the figures of the
butlding assovciation the uassessor makes an
erroneous calculation: £685,408 is not two-

thirds of £214,997, as stated, but of §1,028,247.

Of this total U'uc valuation 545,200 is ground
ralue, and ®iss 4s-value of ‘improvements.
Disregarding the divisions made between
city and county property, which are of local
mterest only, it will be seen that the itssessed
vuluation of the grouad is 195,187, which is

35.8 per cent of its value. The property

assessed by 1he ‘buildivg association is scat-
tered about in every pm‘tmn of the district so
that it affords az excellent test of the true
value of all the ground in the distriet. If all
of the ground is assessed at this ratio the
tetul ground value of the District of Colum-
Lia now owned by private individuals is $158,-
592,123, or £33,705,855 more than the present
assessed valuation of all the ground, improve-
ments and personal property. So that if all
taxation i the district were abolished except
one on true land value the preseut rate of
taxation would yield 20.1 per cent more
revenue than is now obtained by attempting
to tax everything in sight.

But the true ground valueis really more
than that given above. The Equitabie build-
g association loans only on improved prop-
erty, advancing money as the improvements
progress, so that the above total valuation
assumes that all of the land is improved.
But it is notoricus here that improved
ground is rated much higher than adjoining
and equally desirable unimproved property.
Moreover, inthe suburbs a great deal of un-
improved vroperty is ussessed as agricultural
lands, which bas not seen a plow or felt a
hoe this century, and whose only crop con-
sists in real estate agents signs, and this prop-
erty bears a lower rate of taxation. Tuking
these matters into consideration, it is safe to
say that a single tax on ground values would
produce at present rates 33 1-3 per cent more
revenue than is now obtained.

The total amount now raised annually in
the District of Columbia for local govern-
mental purposesisslightly less than 2,000,000.
The amount of the federal revenues paid by
the residents cannot be definitely known, but
it cannot beg far from 82,500,000 annually.
The district residents thus pay now §4,500,000
for zovernmental purposes. A four per cent
ground tax based upon true ground values
would produce a revenue of over £6,000,000,
which would meet all present requirements
and leave a handsome surplus for nceded
public improvements.

And what is more, this increased revenue
would be raised not only without appreciably
adding to the burdens of the resideuts, but at
a great saving to them. Washington is pre-
eminently a city of landlords and tenants. A
smaller proportion of the inbabitants own
their residences than in any other city in the
country, with the possible exception of New
York. So that now the great body of land-
less inbabitants not only pay all of the gov-
ernmental expenses of the community, but
they pay the full ground rental as well. And
beyond all this must be taken into considera
tion the enhanced cost of nearly everything
tbey consume resulting from the preseut out-
rageous system of federal taxation. The
single land tax would undoubtedly be of great
advantage to our citizens.

Tre District of Cclumbia affords an ex-
cellent example of the truth that ground
value is due solely to the growth of the com-
munity. Its 40,000 acres would, omitting
Jand owned by-the government, make about
200 averaged sized western farms, and had it
not been for the lucky accident which made
it the seat of government the farms of which
it was composed 100 yeurs ago would be
worth no more to-day than other Maryland
farms, certainly less tbau §50 an acre. But
to-day the heirs and assigns of its original
occupiers have given to them the privilege of
compelling the people brought here by. the
growth and prosperity of a great nation to
pay them un annual tribute of over $6,000,000
on account of values created by the nation
itself.

If the farmers of the country think that the
single land tax would oppress them, and if

they believe that the land values lic in the |

agricultural districts, let them estimate how
many it would take to possess aun aggregate
ground value of $£160,000,000, arzd then let
tbem compare this number with the 206 farms
constituting the site of the District of
Columbia. ARTHUR S. BROWNE.

Hauriemm Anti-Poverty Meeting.

On last Sunday evening Mr. A. G Suilivan

of Brooklyn was the principal speaker in
Arthur hall, Sixth avenue aud 126th street.
His address was founded upon the text, “The
poor ye have always with you” Inrefer-
ring to Mr. Sullivan the Rev. Charies P. Mc-
Carthy said that when, ten Yyears ago, he
was teaching his friend Greex he bad no idea
that unknowingiy be was working for the
promction of the Anti-poverty society. The
masterly and valuable criticism of this now
fam:liar text which we have listened to with
such interest is an evidence that we were
Lotk ever then worling for this cause, for
Mr. Sullivan has shown this evening from the
crizical Greek that Jesus was in favor of the
land reform of Henry George and that the
Auli-poverty society sustains the dectrines of
primitive Christianity.

The meeting was aiso addressed by Messrs.
Edeiman and Gorsuch and eclivened with
d.ets and solos by the Misses Leubuscher and
McCarthy and Mr Pegram, whose efforts to
a-ld to the evening's enjovment and profit
were enthusiastically encorad. At ten o'clock
the meeting wasadjourned to 7:45 next Sanday
ni;zht.

The Single Tax Doctrine Quietly Galnilog
sround,

LANsING, Mich.—An incident that occurred
here lately shows how the doctrine of the
single tax is quietly gaining ground in meun's
miuds. ‘

On Sunday, Nov. 20, the National grange
being in session 1n this city, its lecturer, Mort-
imer Whitehead of New Jersey, was invited
to speak at the afternoon mectung of Ben
Fraukim assemnbdly, K. of L. IIs remarks
upon the evils uf the day,; especially in regard
to monapoitstic oppression, were enthusiastl-

cally applanded; bat when he touched upon
Henry George's laud theorvies, and adwvised
the knichts to Hlee fromn such teachings, g [ell
like Jead upon Ins audicace.  The expressions
of disapproval thiat met the speuker seemed
to dampen his ardor, and he immediately
plunged mto the ahien landlord system with
which we are nfflic lt'll, as il thereby to regain
fivor with bis audience: but bis exposure of

this system enly served to make the justice of .
~the single tax reform more apparent; and if

at-the opeunmng of the mectig there was a
person who doubted tlte bencticence ol Mr.
George’s theories, the evils of landlordism as

set forth by Mr. Whitchead must have dis-

pelled every douabt. Saran . V. EMERY.

The Campaign Fund.
- The publisher of T:E STANDARD acknow-
ledges the receipt of E100 from Read (.rurduu,
New York, for the campaign fund

Protected Labor.
Exchange,.

Rhode Island has been regarded as a hive
of successful industry, and it unght have been
supposed thut where so many large works
are concentrated: workingmen would enjoy o
permanent prosperity. But the nccwnts
which come from une of its industriul townas,
namecly, Bristol, do uot beur out this flatter-
ng impression. 1t is stated that “hundreds

i of families arc without bread,” aund that the

destitition among the operatives is wide-
spread and extending. The sights witnessed
by a priest, who w cnt about dxxtnhutmw foud,
were very distressing. Whuole famtlies 01
chiidren were barefooted. Most of the boys
and girls were without clothing warm enough
for lhls season of the year. In few of the
houses was any coa! to be found, and the ouly

wood seen was lirht brush that bhad Leen |-

gathered from wecods and clearings. -~ Not oue
in tive had vegetables of any kind. tea, coffce,
batter o flour. In one house a woman was
found, the mother of six children, one less

than a week old, who had had a pint of milk-
a day and a llttle gruel to give pourishment”
for her babe. llw husband .md chitdren: had

lived on bread and potatoes that had been
sent them.  One fumily had lived a week ona
salt codfish and a Iittle flour. Ancther had
lived-on ciams and quohaugs for six wecks
which the husband bud dug on the shore.

Legitimate Business Preferable to Lnnd
) speculation.

In aninterview with the Mnmcapohs Eren-
ing Jowrnal, Mr. Plummer, a prowmment real

estate man of that city, sard:

“Mimneapohs bas never really had a gen-

uine boom. We came very nedr it in 1883, but,
the crisis at that time mpued it. We had-just
about reached the booming point last winter
when excitement in Duluth and Ashland
property diverted atteution from the ciLy.
This fall the marker bas been held back by
the vressure in the castern mouney market.
All this, in my opinion, has been very furtu-
nate. It bas teuded to keep money in the Je-
gitimate channels of business improvements

instead of permuitting it all to go into unim--

proved property thatis held umpl) ior spec-
ulation.”

This, says the .Jowrnal, seems to. be thei
opiuion of several vther promment real éstate
men with regard to the present real esuatej

outlook.

Laundlord Phllosopﬁy.
Toronto Globe.

The earl of Craven, who arrived in the cxtyﬁ‘ :

last night '1cccmpamed by his tutor, is only
ninetecn years of age. He has an annuil
rental of §150,000 and is patron of cight liv-
ings. A reporter found the earl at the Rus
sell to-day, ruddy with health and beaming
over with good nature. The reporter inti-
mated that be w ould be pleased to hear any-
thing of interest he might have to say. &
don't know a bleoming tnmz,” siaid the earl.
The reporter asked w hat Lord Craven thought
of Mr. Gladstone’s chances of getung into
power in England. The earl t,houﬂhl they
were rather good. *“It isn't that he ou"ht to
get in, you know, but a lob of Eu"hshmen
might vote for bim just to settle the Irish
question and get rid of tbe blooming nuis-
ance.”

What & Leading Canndian Newspaper
Wants.

The Hamilton, Ont., Tines says of itself:

It wants the protective duties eliminated
from the dominion taritf, and the whole taritf
abolished as soon as po:sslble. It waats free
trade with the United States at once, and it
wants free trade with England and the rest
of the world very soon. It wants direct tax-
ation instead of indirect. It wants to see all
the manufacturers’ rings and combines broken
up. It wants economy in pubplic expenditures.
It wants honest voters' lists and pure elec-
tions. It wants a fair arrangement of con-
stituencies. It wants every man who pro-
duces wealth to huve for himse!f the advan-
tage of all he produces. 1t beliecves that
when one man gets more than he earas
another man rmust get too littie.”

EMBERS OF LABOR ORGANIZA-

tions and others wishing to canvass for su%-
scribers to this paper on a liberal commission are
invited to send their names and addresses to the
publishers of THE STANDARD, 2 Ann. street,: New
York

J UST OUT.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE GEORGE-HEWITT
L-\‘uP AIGN.
By Louis F. Post and Fred. C. Leubuscher.
1 vol., paper covers. Price, 20 cents,
Address HE. NRY GEORGE & CO.,

NEW PUBLICATION®
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PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE?

AN EXA!HNAT!O.\'V OF THE TARIFF QUESTION
WITH ESPECTAL REGARD TQ THE -
INTERESTS OF LABOR.

By HENRY GEORGE

One Volume, Paper Covers. i
THIRTY-FIVE CE'\'TB.

Fow in press anndiready for de.xverv Sepfember

When this boox was originaily pu hu:‘.ed ln Ma‘» 1385,
It seemed to me2 that the tar? would be the frst of tke
ticas to come into polltical issuz in the
Unilteo States. and I jocked to 1t asa means by which -
ng lacd question wc-atd. be brouﬂht m'u

economic ques

the anderiy:
general discussion.

But aven's then unforeseen are bringlng the Ia.ftd
Question 1ni0 the discussions of “practical poillttes”
ity thae [expectad, and it now seems
Uxely that it w:ii he an awakeoing as Lo the larger
gesdion that wid lead tke masses of our peopleto con-
sider the amaller,

This gratifying charge, however, instead of lessening
tleirterest and usefu.ness of 12is-bLook, gives to the:
so muzh more immeadiate

with greaterrag:

masters of which i1t treats
and practicai importarcce as to call for the pubilcation
of a popular edition. 1 ras aiready doze much, andis
] trust destined to do more, £ot only to place the tanfd
question in its true. ight, but to clear away confusions
of thought that obscure the full scope and beauty ot
the simple measure, which securing- equality with re-
gara to natural opportunities, will emanc:pate labor
and give Iree play to pfoducu ve forees.
HENRY GEORGE.
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PUBLISHER'S NOTES.

Within & month from tke date of this issue
Tus ®raxpand will bave completed the first
year of its exist-nce. It has been a pleasant
year for us; pieasant, not only in spite of,
bat even or account of its suxieties, its hard
work, even its disappointments For amid
augiety snd bard work and dissppoiataent,
we bave see the cause of evua! rights makiag
stesdv progress; aud though tke bour of its
final triumph is stil: undetermined, we know
©f a surety thzt it is coming—it is coming.
The seed is j lanted far and wide: the green
shoots sve springing through the fruitful
earth; first the blade, then the ear, after that
the fall corn in the car; and then the harvest!

And now, you STANDAKD readers, we want
to Lave a little serious talk with you. You
aud we can accsnipiish a great deal during
the coming year if we work together; we
shall effect comparatively little if we don’t.
You and we are like a pair of scissors—it
€an’t be said thnt either blade does the most
cuiting: but one thing 1s certain, that either
blade will do mighty little cutting unless the
other helps it. You are anxious for the abo-
Jitiom of poveity: so is TRE STANDAND. You
waat to bring your frieads and neighbors to
sce that poverly cav be abolished, and Lo sce
Bow it can be abolished: so does TUE STAND-
ARD. Work:ng separate'y, neither one of as
cas sccomplish nuch: working together—
really working asthough we meant business—
we capnaccomplish a great deai. We are
geady for our share of the work, and mean
todo it; a:2 you equilly determined to do
your share!?

This paper wants subscribers; it waunts a
wider circie of readers, it necds them -
peratively. You can zet them for it will
yowdoso? This must be your share of the
work if our united eilurts sre to accomplish
such.

Toir is an epensive paper to publish. It
Rerds every dullar of support that st can ob-
tain. Will you lelr support it

abe men whe ia their blinded iguorance
Opwusa the principics winch we aready ocatingy
are doicg al! in their power agawnst us. Men
are warned by pricst]l advisers not to read
Tek ST..\GARL respectabie Citizens are aot
ashamed to use their influence wWith news-
deulers 10 vrevent (he salc of THE STANDARD;
e press, Lo, olften misrepresculs our utler-
anoes and the principies we are advocstng.
Agumst ul! these influcnces we have tv con-
tend withuut ceasing. With your sid we can
eontend successfully, without 11 we Cuaunot.
Do you mean t¢ aid us?

TLis is vour paper aswell as ours. It 1s
working for a cause i1 which vou fervently
believe. Its triumph means the triunph of
your principies. its success will reoder the
futurs of your childrea aiore hopeful, your
owan anxieties less keena. Wil you help it o
succeed?

- Every new subscriber, every fresh reader
Jou secure for THE ST2~DarD, brings just so
mch searer the cay whenp your cuuse and
our cause shall trnumph. Every time you Zeta
sew subscriber vou strike a biow upon the fet
ters that restraic vour own freedom and your
brother man’s. Whea bicws enough bhave
been struck the fetters will be broken. Wil
You strice & blow for freedom?

Now, Jokn Smith, wherever you may be—
in Maine or Texas, in Oregep or Florida—ycu
are the man we are talking to—you, icdividu-
ally. Wkat are you going to dol—you, your-
self! Don’t waste time thirking how ruch
the other fellows ought to uccomplish who
bave so much beiter chaace to work, but let
us bear frem you.

You have friends arcund vou. You know

+ple in your own city or town or village.
Right among them 1s your field of work, and
#f you v ish TRz STANDARD well you wiil lose
Bo time in buckling to. Take your STaANDARD
i your hand and go oui among your friends.
Urge them. for their own sakes, to sce for
themselves what this moverment is that is so
stirring the souls of men. Talk to ther as
though you really meant it. Dou’t take mo
for ap answer. Get their subscriptions for a

yeoar if vou can; if you find tbhat unpessible

get them for six months, for three months.
for four weeks, if you can do no better;
but make up your mind w0 get them
anvbow and somehow, aud dou't leave
them tli you do. You can do it if you
Iy, and when once you do try you will
most likely be astomisbed to find what an
easy piece of work itis You will find that
smen who you never suppos>d had given a
moment's thought to the mnew crusade are
really wery curicus about 12, very anxious to
taik to somebody who can tell them some-
thing atoul it, and pot ai all disiochined to
take a paper ~hich wil! enabic them to urnder-
stand and judge it for themselves. :

Is there a newsdealer near you! See to it
that he keeps TBE STANDARD on sale and
Eeeps it regularly. If he teils you he bas oo
eall for it, tell him to get one, two, or three
copies & week, with tile understanding that
you will take them if dvesu’t sell them, and f
ycu bave to take them off his hands, sce that
you give them to people who will read them.
It won't be long befere your newsdealer wiil

"~ find a sale for ail the copies you have or-

dered. Thcn make him take one, twce or
three extra copics, and so keep on enlarging
his sales. Tlis may cost you five, or ten, or
fifteen cents a week; cannoi you spare thav
for the cause!

‘This 18 the work that we expect from you,
John Smith—the share of cutting to be done
by your biade of the scissors. Ace you going
So disappoint us? We hope not. We believe
Bot,

Ouar terms for TRE STAXDARD are:

One subscripticn, one year, . . . . $§ 5
One subscriptioa, six tuonths, . . . 125
QOue subscription, three months, . . . €3
Three or more subscriptions:
Oneyear,ecach, . . . . ¢« « « « . $§200
BSixmonths,each, « ¢« ¢ ¢ « o o 100
Thieemonths, each, « . . . . . . 50

After the first clubof three has beeu sent,
subsequent subscriptioas may be forwarded
at the same reduced rates.

Recruit subscriptions, for four wecks, will
bereceiy ed, singly or in clubs, at fifteen cents
ecach.

Los ANGeELES, Cal.—1 have all alcnz been
doing, in my own simple way, what I could
to advance the cause of the united labor
Party in th's city and county. In addition to
distributing many thousand tracts of the
Lana and labor library, 1 bave bought of the
mewsdealers aud given away THE STANDARD
6o people who would read it. The fruits of
my lavor beginto be scen uere in the shape
of an increased demaand for vciar paper. Two
weeks ago 1 asked the rewsdealers who kept
Your paper to order twenty copies more than
they bad been getting. They did so. I took

_ Wwhat was left of them to tlie XK. of L. assem-

blies sud gzve them round to the member:
and also to the brotherhood of carpenters
thea asked the newsdenlers to order as many
more oa account, making altogether 120
copies for this city. And to-pight, withio six
boiirs alter the arrival of the W.per bere, the
supply is exbaurted. . H. I oDGE.
A wortby record, truly, and one which
a‘hm how muci can be accomplished in a
sipgle town by a man who is wiiling to throw
alitt!e euergy and vigor into his work. What
our friend “as done in Los Anygeles, someone,

PR

every citv in the United States; and the
mcre of that sor' of work they did, the cusier
they would fiud it. Now who will be the first
to imitate our good friend Dodge's example?

Mastra, Ind.—I received the copy of
“Progress and Poverty,” and the sample
scpies of THE STANDARD, and have heen read-
ing the book and papers whenever I could get
time. Could they be placed in the hands of
every voter m the Bnited States who can
read and comprehend it would nct be long be-
fore the great injustice that now prevails
would be done away with.

I am a day Jaborer with a family to support,
and I find it & difficult task tc make tongue
and buckle meet by practicing the most
rigid economy. Farm nds receive {rom
seventy five ceats to one dollar a day here,
and that only for about eight or nine months
of the year, apd out of that mostof them
bave to pay house rent. Yet there are thou-
sands of acres of laud right around here in
the state of ludiana uncultivated and doing
nobody any good. EpGAR A. FINNEY.

Such men as Mr. Finney are welcome to the
ranis of the new crusade. It is by gaining
such men. one by onc, that our cause must
triumplh in the end.

There are plenty of such men all over the
United States—men whose minds are ready
to receive the truth and who only need to
bave it told to them to bring them over to
cur side.

Fricud Smith, bow many such men do you
know n your nuighburbood! Not ouné, eb?
Well, that shows you haven't looked for
them. These men will never hunt you out; it
is you who must find them. They are ready
to acknowledge the truth when vou tell it to
them; to see the light when vou show it to
them: but they're not going round looking for
truth and light. But if you will tuke the
trouble to look for them as earuestly as you
would if they were worth tea dollars upiece
to you, you will iiud plenty of thein before
vcu look very long.

New York Citv.—Prior to our two last
elections 1 was an independent—even aceept-
mg the ignoble title of mugwump—simply be-
cause I found my vote gave me only a choice
of evils

But the principles announced in the Syra
cuse piaiform now give my vote a clearly de-
fined value, and 1 am recruited for the war,
or uatsl disabled. Circumstances force me to
remiun o the home guards; but if my field 1s
smull it will be thorough!y worked. Atlready
I.ind thinking men, who at first cry *“‘oon-
sense!” “‘erank? ete., admit, after some
thumping, that there are—well, there are
really some good ideas in thrs thing. They
contend, perhaps, that it 18 only a theory
and c¢..it never be put in practice: but they do
act interested even though they bardly dare
acknowledge it to themselves, and before
thiey know it they are reading the matter up
and talking 1t over. Buch mecn, [ think, we
v counl on to be with us 1a the text elec-
tion.

v uclose postal note, for which send me
lifty copres each of tracts Nos 1, 3, 5, 7, 13,
23, 27, 30, 31, 32 and 37. We will kil our
enemies with Kkindness, let wvem hne thar
chains ever so bard. A VoLLN. LiR.

“A Vatunteer's” experience is typical. Men
do get interested 1 this tming when you talk
to them about il, even though they hardly
reatize it themselves, and once they are thus
interested they hardly ever let go. Truth at-
tracts men in sprte of themselves. They can't
help thinking about it in spite of themseives.
Thev can't help acknwoled¢ing it 1n the ead.
So gel to work, vou Johan Smiths who are
standing idle, and mmiate ‘A Volunteer's”
exampie. You will find theit his experience
will be yours.

We have decided to make & slight change
n the recruit subscription system. Hereafter
we will send THE STANXDARD on the recruit
subscrivtion plan for fudr wecks, instead of
six wecks, as heretafore, at a uaifurm charge
of fifteen cents for each subscriber.

These vecrust subscripilons oaght to be

sed far more widely than they are. They
do good work. Thev briwg over to our side
many an earcest man and woman who but
for receivingz I'HE STANDARD for a few sue-
cessive weens would tave remained in igne-
rance of what our aims an¢ principies are.
Even when a recruit subscription deesa’
make a convert, it stilf does zood. [t brashes
away the mists of prejudice, shows a man
what we are -~ fating for, plows up the
ground of mis mimnd for some f{uture sowing
of the seed. 1tis an actual lact that muny 2
inan whose mind bas been thus prepared has
afterward been brought to see the benury
and justice of the sidg le tax on latd values by
the sophisms and musi-eprsentations of our op-
ponen:s.

Bow many pecple do yvou know?—not in
ycur ammediate neig-hborhood oanly, but all
over the country, or f'ur that matter, all over
the world¢ Make a hist of thewn and sce if,
during the next year, you canuol manage to
sive each one of the:n jo tura a four wecks’
course uf THE STANDA #D. I cutl of your in-
come y Ju cap spare tturty cents a mouth, let
two of them get TH E STANDARD each iuonth;
if you can spare ten stollars monthly, use it
the same way. Nev er lose sight of the fact
that the problem be f'ore us is simply to bring
a sufficient number o if inen over tv our way of
thinking. Thke recri.it subscription system 1s
vne of tue waysof .doing this. Use it, then,
to the very utterm. i you can afford. And
begin to use it now.

—

Whay is the mat ter with the recruiting
fund: The receipte this week have been:

Georgian, City ceecevicace caveee seeesacars socsenes . 1
‘AmMmer, "AMmNer, "M % . eierenconcanssaoccenss 20
Two Danbury Latlers.... ..e..cecececicececccacseea 2w

Totalforthe week. ... ....icvvieeenrineccneess 8110

Previously ackncwhaiged...oceeereanscansees 1060 47

Total o dile... i venieeennsacancnnnnnnnene. 81,964 47

StanNparn readeirs, this ought not to be.
There is work to be -done in the distribuvion of
tracts and STANDAIRDS which this fund is set
apart and pledged to de; and that work is
languishing becaus ® of your remissness.  The
recruiving fund wata ts moaey. It depends on
you to give it.

The System of Vo. ting Must Be Chnaged.

Syracusg, N. Y..-At the last meeting of
our laand and iabor ¢:lub the foliowing officers
were elccted: Jusc- ph Walter, pres:dent; J.
Linemetz, vice-prest dent, W. 2M:Guire, secre-
tary; and W. Boliy nd, treasurer. We shal}
try and do ali we: can for the single tax in
Onoudaga county. '

1 do not think, he-wever, that we shall make
much headway votil our sysiemn oi voling is
changed. On elesziivn day 1} went to the
polis at 6.30 a. 1., 4 nd suach shamefui work §
never saw. Men v ere led up to tbe polls by
party beelers, wio. gave them their baliots
and watched them qeposit them.

Joserd WALTER.

No Need of Hesit:i tiou or Doulbt as te the
W JMcomce.

MixxzapoL1s, Mi co.—1 have just arrived
from my couutry b'c me and rested by reading
THE STAXDARD ofF Nov. 12 and 9. } was
twenty-one years old to a day when I cast
my Srst vote. 1t yvas for James G. Rirney,
of zboiition fame, f; or president. In compauy
with oue other st udeni of Westeru Rescrve
coliege, Hudsor, C..., 1 walked up the aisie of
the Congregationa ! church of the villuze to
vote near the pulpi t amid the bisses of bun-
dreds. There wer ¢! six *‘liberty party” voters

_in Hudson, thirty-1;1ae in the couaty of Sam-
- willing to work equally hard, might -do udnnt,mu buadred in the state of Ohio, and

seven thunsand (“al! the knees that bad not
bowed to Baal”) in the United States. Four
years later we numbered nine times as
many, and four years after, that three hun-
dred thousund. You know the result.

In view of all this, 73,000 voles in one state
seems decidedly respectable, so much so as
to render quite ridiculous the dejection of
friends or the triumphs of enemies.

“Speak unto the people® and cry ‘for-
ward,” as old Moses did, and there is no nced
for hesitation or doubt as to the outcome.
Tax STaNDarD for Nov. 12 has the right toue;
there is power in it and it encourages me
more than thuse that were full of glowing
prophecies before the elections. SENEX.

Wants a Presidential Candidate.
NEw YORrk, Nov. 29.—I sce by the last is-
sue of THE STANDARD that some members of
our party consider it inadvisable to contest
for the presidency in 1888. Allow me, for
oue, to protest against such a view of the
question. I would sconer be dead than vol-
untartiy vote to indorse the crime and cor-
ruption represented by both of the old par-
ties. We certuinly will not gain any increase
in vote by simply running for the legislature,
and what good will the increase do usif we
join with corruption in order to gain it? and I
thiuk it would be the best thing to happen to
our party to know the exact number of peo-
ple in the United States who are willing to
cast their voles in the air for a just principle.
Il we culy recewved oue hundred thousand
votes in the whuie of the Uanited Statcs, does
not any iatethgent mau &now that they are
worth live times that number of chance votes
and twenty times tha! number of bought votes!?
Wiy should the policy ot expedieucy frighten
us away from standing on our ments and
showing the same bravery as the prohbition
party? Huve we not as great a rehizious aad
eternal truth embudied in our platform as
they! Caunot we do what they daredo? Is
our plutform so poor that if we work faith-
fully for one year, we will find fewer men
who are wilhiag to stand by us and vindicate
our princip es by indorsing the head of our
ticketl 1 18987 1 scarcely belteve it.

GEeo. R. Bowex, M. D.

The Philadeiphiu Auti-FPoverty Soclety.

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 26.—Mr. Heary Read
presided at {ast Sunday evening’s meetwg of
the Aati-poverty society, ut Koights of Labor
hail, 814 Girard avenue. Addresses were
mude by the presideut of the society, Wilham
J. Atkinson, and by Messrs. Michael Geisel-
man, Herman V. Hetiel and William H.
Jolinson.

Ou Tucsday evening a committee went
down to thie meetiug of Coopers’ assembly
No. 4, K. of L., at Soutnwark ha!l Secoad
and Catherine street., .cl aiter the clusing
of 1he assembly the committee swus admitted,
and speeches on the land question and the
platform of the umted libor party were made
by Messrs. H. V. Hetzel, A. H. Stepbenson, J.
C. Frost ansd Henry Read. Mucb nterest
was mauifcsted by the members of the assemn-
biv whou were present, and the principies of
the party were given a cordial hearng.

J. H. M.

The Laiest News trom Olympus.
8t. Louis New Urder.

Jove was out of humor; Juno had scorched
the ambrosial flapjacks and the nectar wus
sour.
ing drive. scattering thunderboits around
promiscuously, one of them dew oil the ban-
dle and fell vn his foot. He had a strong in-
terview with Vulcan ab ut his defective
workmauship, and told him very plainly thut
if such carelessness was repeiated he would
pay kim off and seod hin adriflt.  He then be-
toui hitnsell to his private oftice to receive
netitions from mortals and to transact such
viher business as might require his attention.

There happened to be, up..u this particular
mornine, an unusaal pumber of petitions from
mortais in all purts of the world praying to
him for sacecr. The most of them besougihn
him tu sec ce them empioyvntieast, to preserve
vhews froim eviction, from destitution 2ad {rom
fawive. There being such an exormous and
coutinual stream of them Jove beran to think
that gome of tie other zeds had uveglected
their duties, so he tziephoned for Mcrcury.
When Mercury arrived Jove dep:auded to
kuow what had gone wrong apon the earth
thut would accovnt for the universal com-
plamisz and distress of its inhabitauts.  Mer-
cury rephed, that as far as ke kuew, uotlung
uncormmon  had occurred.  Theu dJove de-
manded why s uutsual sumber of petitions
for wad. “Not,” smid he, “‘that I usuatiy pay
much attentiva to them, for they are very
weuarisome and make me tired. 1 generally
fult 1y 2 doze when ! histen to them, aad when

I wake up it is time to go to iuncheon. But
to-diey L wus all upset, everytuing went

wrong, Juno spoled vy breakfast and Vi
cati's carelessuess nearly cost me my foot.
What 1 want to kaow is, what causes this
genera! distresst”

Alercury replied, that “‘never having giveu
the subject aony ilonght, he did wor Zuow,
but thayr the prevalent opmon awmene the
eartt’s inhabitunts was that therce were too
muay peopie s the world.

“Dowt eil me what those {oclish mortals
think,” saud Jove frowning, ‘I'd be a very
stupid god if 1 bado’t provided agamst such
a contingeuey. ‘There will sever be nmiore
people there than can be supported in abuud-
ance. There must be some other cause,”

“Well,” said Mercury, 1 only teil you what
I hear, but I kuuw myself that the laad is
cetting scarce.”

“How getting searce? sereamad Jove., It
can't have melted. I made it out of the best
materiad in the markel [ spared no ezpense.
I don’t work much, but whaiv L do is aiways
well done; it must be all there vet”

“Ou, yes,” sard Mercury, ‘it s al) there,
but still it is getting scurce.  Y.ou iust know
thav populativa has ivcreasad:very rapidiy;
for even in that part kuown as America, the
public duonrain is aearly ail goae, au thatis yet
of any value is gone.’

“Ail gonel of any value! Mercury, where
are thy brams? ceried Jove; “where did it gu;
you samd just now it was all there yet!
America! Why Columbus only discovered it
a short time ago, and it was very sparsly in-
habited then! 1 dop't anderstand you at all.”

Mereury replied: “Konuow  then, Mighty
Jove, that mortals now use steam and eloe-
sricity, and they spread out uver a vast ex-
tent of territory in a short time. Laod ia
and near the centers of poupulation becomes
very vaiutabie and producuve {or use, aud
the land owuers will not permit it to be used
uness those who wuaut to use it agree to pay
the price they put upoun it. This price is
often excessive; but, on the other band, if the
owuers Keep it, population couatinuing tu in-
crease, Lhe value of their land lncreases with
it, »ud ia the end they get thenr price. Be-
siies,  railrond companies bave received
large tracts of land {rom the government as
an inducenient to build them. Syudicates
and speculuturs bold wearly all the vest, und
that part which s yet unowned ‘s eilher too
distaub irom ail ennveuicnce, difficuly of ac-
-cess oris ol such o wature that the use to
whichat is adapied hus not vet been discov-
ered.”

“By the scythe of Suturn!” exclaimed Jove
in astowmisament, ‘“‘the immpudence of mourtals
is nobounaed. To take my {ree and uncon-
ditionai pift, to take the eurth and call it
thicirs, sud to exclude their fellows from a
shure exvept they pay tuem for perinissivn!
What's to be done? These land owners have
alteudy appropriated all my gifts, the lard,
thie uir, theight, the heat and the retations
of the seuzons. I7 I were to expand the earth
to twice its size, which would necessitate tbe
ateration of the entire umverse, it would do
no good, for the laud owners wouid grab it
ell.” If Iwore to inerease its fruitfulness a
hundred fold the increase would go to the
laad vwuers 'Twould be the sanie were 1 to
rain down gold,these land owners wouid get 1t

ali iu less than no time. Bat tlus must stop!”
And it is going to stop.

Besides, whea taking his usual morn--

STRAWS WHICH SHOW THE WIND.

The Burlington labor convention was a
great success s a teacher of truth, notwith-
standing the absence of many believers who,
Nicodemus-like, absented themselves through
fear of the boycoty, the grand bounce, or the
black list.~—{Burlington, Iowa, Justice.

We bhope the Yankees will stick to their
resolution not to bave free trade in natural
products alone. Cunada needs free trade in
all sorts of products, and the people wil: have
it as soon as the protect:on craze bas woriked
itself out. England was starved into adopt-
ing free trade. The United States and
Canada must be educated up to it.—[Hamil-
ton, Ont., Times.

While a Jarger vote would have made the
partv more popular and drawsn to it many
who make popularity stand for principie, the
defeat of the party does not crush its pringi-
ples. The graud truth of “the land for the
people” has come to stay and it cann»? be
kept out of politics. Whether it will be put
into operation by one of the old parties, as
was the principle of abolition. or it wiii be the
cry to iead & new party to victory orly time
can tell.—[Rock Springs, \Wyo., Independen*.

We atfinin that rack reots are tha esseatial
cause of overcrowding, and of conseqieat
immorality. disease, drunkeaness and deaa;
that every charitable etort, every ptilan-
thropic gift, slips through the fingers of tte
poor into the pockets of the reat grabter;
that rack rents beuefit only the few asd make
the mitlions of London suffer.—{Manifestu
London House Rent League.

No protection, no free trade, no charity can
improve the position of the toilers so icng as
they allow this cursed system of unrestricted
private owmership of land to continue Force
upon the people by protection or prohibition
the use of Kapunda marble, the wages of
those who work i thuse quarries wil}! not be
increased. But the value of the shares ;n the
compuny which holds the Kapunda marble
fands will rise.—~{Adelaide, Austraha, Qur
Commonwealth,

It grows more evident at each recurring

"election that the time is at hand when the

adaption in this country of something like the
Eunghsh system of voting will be absolutely
vecessury. The existence of an immense
army of heelers, bosses and ward room work-
ersis an evil for which the excuse, at least,
should be promptly removed. The indecent
use of money, and, indeed, the extravagaut
expenditure for legitimate purposes, must
also be prevented, uniess government by the

ple is o be transformed into goverunent

y doilars.—{Somerviile, Mass., Journal.

There will be a strong pressure brought to
bear upon congress when it meets Lo estab-
lish postal telegraphy in congection with tne
postoffice department. For $15,000,000 the
government can build as many miles of wire
us the Western Univn compauny bas, and it
could afford-to deliver messages in any part
of the union at ten cents for twenty-five
words. —[Memphis Appeal.

It would be absurd to talk of compensation
for a tax. All the compensation to a man
who paid a tax oo land values would be the
use of the luud, and that would be quite
enough, for if it waso’t he woulda’t pay 1t or
use the land. Mr. George would not at once
confiscate private ownership in land.  He
would at onece bring about such a chauge as
woald in all probability do so, but woul
never interfere at all with private possession
of land, which s atl that s valuabie in owner-
ship to anybody except tu laud speculators
and rack reating landlords.—{Rockluund, Me.,
Opminion.

The local Georze followers cite the Old
South case as a furcible illustration of their
theory. They say that that land was given
that parish when it had no value. The com-
mumty grew and gave that land a value
which has been avpraised at $145,400. The
George men claun that the commmuuty, io-
s*ead of the puarish, created that value, and
that it therefore belongs to the community.
They maintain that there arebut few interests
which would be damaged more than they
would be benefited by the adoption of the
new system. Taking taxes off from buildings
would stimulate building, set the unemployed

_at work, increase the number of bomes and

very greatly increase the general wealth of
the comintnity, but the opportunities of roll-
ing up great wealth would be destroyed by
the abolition of land mouopoly.—[Wourcester,
Mass., Tumes.

What Sav the Workingmen?
Philadelphia Record.

The protected monopolies are agam gather-
ing their funds and making their lobby
arrangements for the fiftieth congress, and
while they are thus engaged what say the
weorkingmen of the country? In order to pre-
veut a reduction of taxes upon raw materials
of labor and upun necessaries of the fanuly
the enemies of tariff reform propose to ex-
pend the $109,000.000 of surplus upon vast
schiemes of expeuditure, and they attempt to
persuade the good-natured fatmers aund
workingzmen that the mouey will come bach
to them in a fructifymg stream. While the
masses of the peuple are paying excessive
taxes upon their clothmg, coal sugar, salt,
gliass, earthenware, iron aud ather artieles of
tecessity, professional workingmen will be
found in the Washington lobby denosuncing
and threatening bunesi represeatatives for
daring to vote agaist a repeal of the bar-
barcus taxes.

Most of these tax2s have been desizned for
the agerandizement of the protected monop
whes; and every work:inguian, upon cempar-
ing the taxes with his wages, can estunute
hew much protection the tarill system bas
aTorded him, In making this interesting cal-
rulation he shonid bear in mind that the
articles most uecessary for the comfort und
welt beiug of bis "anuly bave been subjected
tu the highest tuXes aad are most completely
under the controi of the tariff-ted monopolies.
It is natural envagh that the Anevican tanff
leasue should rai: 100,000 to aid in the
Jgaintenance of such a puiiey, but it is aot
easy to see why the plundered workingmen
ol the country should longer give ke system
their support.

The Riddle of the Century.
Memphis Avalanche.

To read of the savings of [labor accom-
plished by improvemeunts in the use of steam,
it would seem that civilizativno ought vot to be
in vain. Misery bas aever piled up so fast as
in the Ilast quarter of a century, and yet
during that uwe fous-titths of all the engines
aow working in the world have beean coan-
structed. Tbe force equivalent to the work-
iuz stearn engines represeuts—in the United
Stutes, 7,500,000 borse power, in England,
7.000,000 borse power, in Geprmany  $.500,000,
in France 3,600,000, annd in Austria 1,500,000,
A steam horse power is equal to three actual
horse powers, aad a living horse ix equal to
seven men.  The steam engines of the world
represent, thevefore, aporoxnnately the work
of ,009,000,000 men. or moure thaun Jdouble the
working populativa of the earth, whose total
population amounts to 1,455.925,000 inhabi-
tants. This s the iuteresuiug calcuiation mude
by the Berlin burzauof statistics., Theoretic-
ally it looks well,

1 he actual result is however that while the
steam engines new do the wora that million
of hauds formerly did, those unempiuvved
hands bave a hard struggle to fina iheir daily
bread.

Charity.
Prcf. Thomas Davidson in The Open Cowrt.

The great entervrises and cumpetl.tions of
modera wdustry huve brought about coudi-
ticns—mountains  of njustice leading to
spiritual and physical  degradativn—with
which the vid remedties are incuinpetent to
deal. As well might one think to quench a
Chicago fire with a tew old-fashivned water
buckets filled iruvosu draw weli as to settle
the problems and difficalties of wnodern life
with the old ways of dumng good.

In spite of this scif-evident fact, the great
mass of our so-called govd peovple are doing
their good in the oid ways, which are now
often ways of doing evil. Their vid-fashioned
charities, for the duing of which suv many
peuple are considered worthy and good, are
often ouly so wuch money thrown into the
capitaiists’ already overflowing coffers. They
simply enable thec poor tuv be content with less
wages, to accept a smaller share of the protits
of labor from their employers, and thus, by
increasing the power uf the industnal aris-
tocracy, to weid on more firmly the chains
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of their own slavery. The fact is, that
chanty in the cid sense bas not proper
place in our worid. A system that requires
charity is already more or less rotien, be-
cause it is a system in which sowne parts are
not seli-sustaining, in which some hbuman
beings have to piace themselves in the de-
grading position of dependence, of requiring
zood, without being able to perform any. Un-
furtunately sucb charity must, in extreme
cases, be done, just as polson must sometimes
be swallowed; but we ought never tu biwnd
ourselves to the meaning of such charity. In
truth, charty 1s twice cursed; 1t curses him
that gives and lum that takes.

We must do our very best to put an end o
charity, by putting an end to the need fol %
We must, therefure, 1o Lie lirst place, withous
hypoerisy or fear, labor tu discover what
those social and religious arrangemeonts are
which cause the need for charity, by making
men weak and incapable of seif-help, and
then we must labor with all our mighbt Lo re-
move these condiions, aud repiace them by
better ones. Moreover, if we find meun and
women, sv-called respectable, who fail tv ao
thits, we shali have a rigut to condemn them
as lucking o thuse virtues that are of any
real moment. We shall have a rnight to call
upon them to leave vl thelr antiquated j)lay-
actine aud come, ke seasible people and vir-
tuously iive thewr own true hfe and the life of

the preseat world
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