





HJ-1
PINE FLAT DAM _
Standing astride the Kings River 27 miles east of Fresno,
California, Pine Flat Dam is one of the eight highest dams
in the world and the second highest in California. This
mighty concrete structure holds back a maximum of 1,100,000
acre—felxet olf water, supplying irsrigation watsr”to the vast
agricultural empire of the rich San Joaquin Valley.
. Ektachrome by Heilbron-Jones address
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Basic Dope on Alta ID (to supplement Goldschmitt's study /ﬁ$«14~ hﬁd\

ik Ho.wells,gof distyict), no reservolilrs, just gravity, from A )
Kinzs river. Delivered 1.5 acre ft. per acre sc’Ved (probly
supplemented by private pumping.)(if small farms in ID can

size of twmms isn't cause of

have supplemental pumps, high opt.
big farms elsewhere)

(These Kings R. I.D.s must have most of their outlay on
distrib. systems, as all are served by graviiy; Incidentally,
How is it they zre so ood, if they never had to issue heavy
bonds to wag for big works? laybe they are in suci a situation
that they have other high expenditures? Check this. For Merced,
with its Exchequer, si ould have better land allocation, by my
T eogies, unless somec,ln@ prevented heavy bonding there, caused it
here

Water free, thto. Took about gl/acre assessment. All
s 2 ¢ . i ~ .
expenditures were O&M. 121,000 acres assessed. 140,000 1n

grapes, 10,000 in pasture, biggest crop acreages.

In 1902 a 500,000% refunding bond issue. As of 1929,
nothing in default, 271,000 still outstanding, scheduled to
be all retired by l“ﬂ%.

tanding bonds in 1929,

Merced, by contrast, had 1bm$ outs
ue had L.,m, Hevada Tm,

all originally issued 1922- De liontag
etce.

(But I don't think tnis figure indicates nec. that Alta never
nad more bonds in past. Xme In fact it is quite clear this list
which is in back of Adams only refers to bondzxxk issues of which
some part is still outstanding)

Adams, D. 21L' Alta isgued $l10,000 in bonds in 1890, to

pay water right holders of 76 co. (Interesting 8 5% D.s had to
igsue bonds to buy water rights, thus improved alloc tion of land
in ID. Here ias & curious cont udﬁctﬂon because water did have &

cap. value, nec. for id to buy it, thus lowering land's cap. value,
improvinz allocation)

lth, Alta is entirely free of debt, while lierced (which also
has much higher 0%l charges) still has much debt. Prediction:
lierced will be subdivided, Alta will be consolidated. Could make
interesting thesis on this -- check current trends, cf. with
past trends, correlate with bonds etce.

1929, county, sciool district, & municip. bonds other than
ID were l.lm, for lands in Alta ID.

Only bonds Alta ever issued were 675,000§ in 1 89, &
relundln" issue of 500,000, 1902.

Ave. 1929 farm, EL
;-

;i acres, rather wide dispersion of slzes --
many small, & some pre b

v big, one 1500 & one 2000.

In general 1 should say that fairly good allocation here is due
to fact land is not the best -- & pernaps e€SD. that water rights
not the best, having a late priority on King's river, some yrs.




Alta ID,

don't get

calls for
ive cap :_ (¥
(Just

more of an
st have been in operation a long 1 i
Cecd

factor mu
expected

Pumps are widespread --

tho it ha

Ry

effect LPO“ cooperative w“ter

o2 |
&

much water at a
people with capi
al, not land buying ca;
at present, as s
"investment", worsen

it for --well, in 1929

who can wait. But

age on Kings is anti

risky. (on other hadd, thi
21l Al nean

>ital. Lowers 1¢n; futures)
2t 4

s ﬁllocution In t

they expec

this would also make farms larger,
sn't prevented sma li €8S

: large, Alta ID probly represents the morcellement

supply,

more than from 1vt bonding,

tho these have played some role.




