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from some government pormission to trode.

3) e need not fear, if our protocti nists bohove
themselves, that a Japan stren thena2d by meny years of extense
ive forelign trads will aga'n attack us. Jaran turn~d to
the m1l7t-ry solution of her =conomie problems only when
the neo-nercantilist policlee of the countries with whaor
she traded throatern~? her with egononic étra.gulwti'n.

4) e nead not fear that our own internsl economy will
be adversely affected by tiade with Janan, They buy more

from ua than we do from t!en.

. - 2

/@ have been c;bj“cte;,vl”t*ly, t 8o muck rralse of
our " ‘ocratic"” Chinegse ally, and so mueh vii reration
against the emperor-worstipping Japanece eltizen, that

we 2re apt tc plecture the latter asan unthinking, obedlent
monster, and the formar as & group of sturdy freo2ment

who think for themnselves and elect thelr own governmeft.
If this were o true nlcture, Japan would probably be a
vhinese derend=ncy today. But consider: in Chino, 80

of tle naople =re 1lliterate —eas:nts, whose educntl n

has barely begun; in Japan there are no 1lliterates to sreal
of, and ighor edueation 18 sc o vaneed that the four islands
boast ore universities than .y count:y 'ut the 'mited
Jtates. The Government of China, before the /3*#:@*9 invasicen,
meintained o precsrous existence by eontinual warfare with

the countle:: nerscnal armies of anbit ous generals and

bandits, wrose control in many -rovinces was und s uted;
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thelr national destiny into the hands of the militarists.

Thdir attack against Chin~, and all the Zast Indi

o
]

colonizing rowers, was not simply a madly arrogant
expression of ram-ant militarism, It was the desnerate
bld of a neorle for economic security. The United States,
which 1ad the way in depression rrotect’onism, must bhe
repared to take thoir shore of the blae for the prasent
‘Wwar witk Jeran, That Lhe anese in our position would
prob-bly have made the same mistakes 1s no excuse, We are
the o8t fovored grour of peorle the lord has ever pampered
s-88 o earéw. i‘ we do not solve the ~roblems of internatl na’
peace, wo ¢"n expect very littl- from -nyone =2lse, After the
Japanese militarists have heen put in th2ir nlace, we nust

gecure the Japanese international trade, Janan ~ust have

guarantees that the trade of tho world will! novor again be

denied to her. Thig is the bes' hane of earth for future
international peace.
Thig argunont wi'l be onrosed by tlorce who 8 we nmust

fear Ja ane (a) Because t e ultimate Japanes=2 2im 18 world
gonauest, and (b) beecsuse the products of her "ehea " lubor
will be hormful to the eccnovy of thls country. Both charges
are unfounded.

The idea of a Japanese master plan for world conguest
s rings l-rgely from certain books that have boe written

by Jaranese militarists wio had such ideas. These books have

b2en seized u-on by alarmists in this country as proof that

YR - - b L & PO -~ 9 NV VY ~% Y
© buv ior conquest. However, every country
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In fighting'to expel Japan from her overseas conquests
we are committing an act which we may have to partially '
repeal in the peace. My argument is this:

1) The Japanese are far and away the most progressive, and

potentially democratic people in mast Agsia, T hinese,

ho# {we iy rob%?lff\oing 16 ppe?% after 8 the
, power in Bast x81a, are less ‘déomocrat an

@pe. It is within our power to treat them so that
they will tend to become a democracy even more than at
t the Japganese

o
enou

chpéﬂ\;fjg/tﬁ§1r o
, Japah“wlll /f el

: Walke
We should not, in the peace,fellewins (M Japan gbdﬂe;’/\the-

arg

politically inferior to China, becawse the latter is really
a less democratic and less progressive country. Sisgfe
Japan, thus subjugated, would feadl =and act as did Germany
after the last war. When the opportunity came she would
return to militarism. Unless we are goling to extefminate
the Japanese, we must create for them a postwar sltuation
in which theyr material well belng 1ls secure.

2) Having decided not to put Japan in an impossible situat-
ion after the waf, we must recognize that this has wery
specific'implications. The most important of these is
Japen that we must not restrict Japan's forlegn trade, as
we did $ust before the present war. The well-being of

the Japanese people depends upon ke® trade with people of

other countries. 2 WQJQ - WJMJ_ o ﬁﬂt)ﬁcle
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3) We need not fear that a Japan stréngthened by many
yearé of extensive foriegn trade will again attack us.
Japan turned to the military solution of her economic
problems only when the neo-mercantilist policies of the
countries with wﬁom whe traded threatened herwith

economic stmngulation, If ever, ikreugh-ike-w¥ other
circumstances should prevail over foriegn tBade and cause
.Japan to again go to war, we know immediately when to stop
trading. That is when she stops importing our cotton and
begins tq take our oil, machinery, and scrap metal.

4) We do not need to fear that free trade with Japan

will cause unemployment in our own country. They regulafly
buy more from us than we get from them. I%-is-4ke Block-
ing of trade with Japan,skes therefore, will ruin more

industries than it will make.




v

We have been subjected, recently, to so much pralse

of our "democratic" Chinese ally, and so much vituperation

aganist the "diriy-yellew-dapl/ emperor-worshipping Japanese,cx4{iﬂmﬁ

that we are apt to pleture the latter as an unthinking akw;h?
emd obedient monster, and the former as a sturdy,’freeman ‘
who thinks for himself and elects his own government.
If this were a true picture,
’ Japan would probably
“be a Ghinese dependency today. Bui-is-is Byt aetheliy
h

t\%?imé/ idea of the‘ZYj/peo les 18 h
ol :jhg/ééct

But consider: in China, 80% of the population are illiterate
peasants, whose education hzs barely begun; in Japan,
there are no illiterates to speak of, and higher education

is so advanced that the four islands boast more universits

than any country but the United States. &pzenina’ﬁbejymﬂnﬂr/
mentl/cﬁntgplaover The Government of China, before the

Japanese invasion, maintainsd a precarious exist ence by
continual warfare with the countless personal armies of
ambitious generals and bandits, whose control in many
provinces was undisputed; the government of Japan is
elected bnder a system of universal manhood suffrage.

The Chinese have but recently gottenr rid of a governemtn,
that at Pekin, whose frank avowed object in collecting
taxes was exploitation, which_made no pretence at being
interested in the well-being of the Chinese, and whose
guccessors, the milita indedpendent militariests, have
mercilessly milked the peoducers in order to support their
armies; the Japanese government for the last half century

has been attempting to ralse the standard of living of the

——
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Japanesé people through encouraging producers, and has
succeeded remarkably. In China, such liberal movements

as labor unions and co-operatives are weak; in Japan they
are strong. In China, due to the pressure of low wages,
infanticéde 1s still a common practise; in Japn, because
the living standards have gone up abo#e the'subsistence

level, babies are no longer killed. because

the Japanese tradition of cruelty is bably closely

connscted with the necessity for p;’ng 8d\ heartless as

to kill babies, If this has madg/%he Japangse cruel, what J

is it still doing to the Chinge? The m-ss hutchery pract-

0“ q”.‘
ised by Chiang-kai-shek's armies against thecommunists is

one evidence that the Chinese do not value human life

2"
any more tham our enemy, the Jap.

We are prone to believe that the work of Dr. Sun Yat-sen
the great liberal, i:= representative of what China stands
for. But there is léttle reasoh to believe that Chiang
Kai-shek, the succesgsful general, is $otivated by suekr
the same high 1deals as the father of the Chinese republic.
But, even supprosing that he intends to work for the betterment
of the Chinese people, what are his chances of bringing them
up to the Japanese level 4m within the next 50 years? Not
very good. 5@ﬂyeQ5ﬁfage—ﬂﬁpen‘ﬂaﬁ—ua;é{edﬂ» When Pemy
visited Japan in 1853 there was already a strong group of
people who wished to overthrow the reactionary Tokugawa
regime and modernize depem-= thelr country. vwittedby—the
doyatty Using Perry's humiliation of the Todugawa as their
excuse they selwed the government and put through thehi‘;'.h poa wmrlw
I et foworn ),

b |

Chira, the reformérs, if they do maintain their SWa.y . \{"ttmﬁmkﬂgr

program with the &2 support of most of the Japanese.

in the Kuomintang, have for a long time to contend with the



: 5B
independent militarists. Their weapon will of course be

the Chinese national army, and their allies the foriegn
bankers who have loaned them so much 1in the past. The
inevitable result must be a militaristic government

strongly influenced by foriegners.

@% If, then, the Japanese are not to be crushed afterthis
war, what specificy arranggments must we make to prevent
thelr being again driven into milisérism? We must see to 1t
that the 30,000,000 Japrese whose existence depends upon
foriegn trade are never again threatened ‘with extinction by
barriers to that trade. When Japam was an agricultural nation
her population was about 30,000,000, and, under the limits
set by her system of land tenmre, thig-populatien-eouid-nes
the islands could support no more people. Her industrial
revolution so increased herproductive capacity that, in
the last 60 years, population has doubled until now there
are over 60,000,000 Japanese. The increment in population
could not live without modern methods of production. The
application of modern methods of production ig Japan, in
turn, depends upen in large part upon foreign trade. Japna is
not a country of sufficently varied natural resources to
attempt autarky and industrialization at the same time. In
order to get what whe needs from other nations she has devel-

opped certain industries, notably semi-ranufactured cotton

and raw glilk, whose products are mainly exported. Zre_eOtton-
industry depends—uponm Faw cot tom WIidh—is—tmported—Ffrom—the
United:States_ané’Eﬁteqéii She also has many industries

which use imported raw materials. If dJepm the Islands of
Japan were isolated from t!e rest of the world, many millions

of peep- Japanese would die. In our own big country, where
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population is>sparse, resources varied, where #h few people
live near the subsistence level, and whefe foreign trade is
- adA VUM omy
, we most people do not real-

ize what the tariffs of #/f#¥ another nation can mean to
the Japanese. But to them, a fleet of ships is the difference
betyeen a decent life and a return to the donditions of
pre-Melji days, when all children after the first two had
to be killed because there was nothing to feed them, e
when the feudal landowners ruled unchanenged by any
merchant'class, and the advance of civilization was
blocked.

Aside from such a ghastly fate, there are for the

Japanese two possible solutions to their eccnomée i |

problem. One is widespread free trade. If-Japan As long

]
as commercial intercourse between the Islands and the ﬂftidqlltﬁz;

rest of the world is unrestralined, the~jzvonese—arec™

FRee~te-there is no peculiar Japanese problem. T¥'is is

what the Japanese did-fer-e as long as they could, up to

about 1930, They had some tariffs, as did their European

counterpart England, but, like England, they recognized

their dependence upon foreign trade and were fundamentally
trading

a free-svade country. Fhig-Fedrfe/ef-gefifn The other

possibility for the Japanese is &utarky. Since thils 1is im-

possible in the Japnese islands alone, a poliey of autarky

involves Japanese conquest of foreign countries., As long

as their trade was not unduly constricted, the Japanese h '

‘{,(m.d-u,'\' : ‘ S I\ Pf
comnitted no greater sins than any other country. But when

the neo-mercantilist policies of the British, the Ductch, the

Chinese, and, most important of all, the United States, began

in the 30s to slowly stangle Japanese industry, their choice
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was clear: conquer or starve. They tamrned” their national

destiny in the hands of the militarists.

| A&f’There are those who say that we must fear Jaran, because
a) They have a national plot, and have had fe® ever since the
Meifi revival, to conquer the world; and, b) They wish to
ruin our country with the competition of their cheaper labor.
Both charges are ridiculous.

There are, of course, militarists in Japan who look to
foreign conquest as a2 desideratum. Bu%*E%*%4¥ Such peoprle have
wrlitten books and made statememts about\what.they would like
éo see Japan do which have been seized upon by chauvinists
in this country as proof that the Japanese nation lives but
for conquest. But we have thomsands of similarly perverted
characters in this country. As-leng-es-ne-greet Every country
has. As long as the majority of people are comtent with their
lot, they keep such people in their proper place. But Japan
mes., for the reasons already outlined, has always been
peculiarly BusteptivIse*ES interested in the policies of
foreign nations, and has felt that for her sescurity she
must be ready to resort to force. Her militarists, therefore,
are more prominent than ours, at present. But their 1ldeas
would not get a hearing in a Japan properly provided for in
the peace. ‘,\V”W
b) To even mention all the free trade arguments which
disprove the popular fantasy regarding the threat of
Japanese imports is impossible here. But I willsay this:
as a rule, our exports to Japan considerably exceed our
imports from her. When we block Japanese trade 1ln order to
"protect" producers of toothbrushes and paper dokds, we

prevent the Japanese from buying our raw cotton, and bring



