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Jones, Phillip E., Hammon, J.B., and Christiansen, L.B. "Land and Water
Utilization in the Westside Grasslands Area of 3an Joaquln Valley."

100,000 acres, west side, in Stan,Madera, Fresno Cties.

Sxtend 40 mi betw Newman and S. Los Palos. Are additional 45,000 acres
on east side of SJRiver, not included in study.

Lie within "2dry flood plain" SJR, embody series of ponds and channels
surrounded by native grasses. Used for grazing and duck ponds.

BR now supplylng 2/3 lands W temporary wW. W users want firm supply.

RPN
B

Micro relief, shallow swales and low mounds. Duck ponds, easy, build low
dike around area, fill with w. Soils are clay and clay loam surface, with
mottled clay underneath, with poor to bad drainage. Traver, Orestimba,
Orestimba wet phase, and Rossi soils. Check and crack on drying,
saturate quickly with water when get it. Moderately alkaline.

Irrig w dissolves alkali, produces heavy growth of salt grass, water grass,
lippia, and juncus in low places, salt grass and annuals on high spots.
Latter two called "dry pasture" locally.

Mounds are most alkaline, swales less so. Around edges of area is some
good drainage, little alkali.

Ground w level, 2-10', deters drainage. W very alkaline or brackish,
ng for irrig, poor'TE?_E%EEk water.

M&L built dam near Mendota, diverted to this area from SJR. Built dikes
and levees so excess w from M&L croplands flowed onto this area by wild
flooding. In dry yrs, no w came here at all.

Original duck breeding grounds of valley were Tulare L. When Kin s R
irrigators dried it up, ducks moved to grasslands.

~7 _—208s, M&IL sold off, kept w rts.

30,000 a now duck clubs. Rest pasture, beef plus dairy stock. Much
duck land leased to cattlemen for 7 mos., and v.v.

Most duck clubs incorp, as "land and/or cattle cos." To avoid paying
excise taxes on '"club" dues,

Grazing season, April - October, 7 mos. Dairymen graze their young stock
or dry cows here, permitting more milk from their cultivated c opland.
Thus they get most of their own dairy replacements, plus supplying LA and
other areas with milking stock.

Beef ranches use grasslands as supplemental range.

6,000 acres of best Grasslands carry ave. 3 acres/animal unit for 4 mos.
With irrig and proper mgmt, cd increase to 2 acres/animal unit for 7 mos.

57,000 acres medium poor land, capacity 30 acres/animal unit 7 mos.
Properly mgd and irrig, capac cd increase to 4 acre/ . . .

42,000 acres poorer yet land. The mounds esp bad with alkali, in swale
capac is higher, c. 18 acres/ . . 1In s.w., large areas in Salicornia,
50 acres/ . .

Whole area ave. 17 acres/ . . With no w supply, reduce to 30 acres/ . .
With w. supply and good mgmt, could increase half the area to 4 acres/ . .



/

P9 La.ger holdings held by ranchers w other holdings too, operated jointly.
“maller holdings by dairymen, also op jtly w adjacent cropland.

pl0 MeL sales, 1920-36, ave iakzanre w/o We.: rights. = But not clear, isince
was understood they would receive nsufferance wateér" for a time. BR sets
"normal™ value at $~§“dry, 330 irrig, but this seems to reflect thinking
that wartime inflation is ";bnormal'.

Fair normal rental rate they call $2 wet, .75¢ dry, but during war
rentals ranged as high as $4/acre, better areas.
pll Duck club memberships, rep'g equity in 30-40 acres, sold for
%2500 - 3000, past year. Stockmen lease holdings to sportsmen at
5200 - $400 per blind, or about $6/acre, with lessees supplying the blinds.

pl3 Duck groups need w in fall, for shoot ng; cattle need spring and summer.
Thus alliance of two groups to get w is uneasy.

pl6 Grassland owners focussed nationwide attn on importance to Pacific
Flyway. Got Ira Gabrielson, Director Fish and Wildlife, to memo Comm.
Bashore wanting 100,000 a-f. Authors grant grasslands are essential link.
But note there are no maintained winter or summer water surfaces to serve
waterfowl propagation. DPlooded duck ponds are just for shooting.
Except for a small and inefficiently operated State Wildlife Refuge, and
some slough or natural drainag: ways.

pl7, est annua kill, 1lm ducks

J p2l BR would have to charge "Nunicipal and miscellaneous™ rates, as in
19

39 Act, for duck clubs, as they are not agric.



