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Department of Economics
University of California
Riverside CA 92521

2 Sept 89

Northrup Buechner
Dept. of Economics
St. Johns Univ.
New York, N.Y.

Dear Nort:

As we discussed, it will be my honor for St. Johns to
distribute my paper on renewing cities in its Distinguished Paper
Series. An abridged version is running in the ORER (Office of Real
Estate Research) Newsletter. I think a more scholarly title would
be appropriate for the Distinguished Paper Series, and I suggest
this: "The Role of Ground Rent in Urban Decay and Revival". I am
open to other suggestions if that does not serve.

Enclosed is a mailing list to supplement the several that you
cited.

Cordially,
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Mason Gaffney
Department of Economics
University of California
Riverside, CA 92521
FAX to Fred Harrison, England, 081-943-3352 19 April 91
Proofreading, Urban Decay and Revival

1. Title. Delete "Reflections on the U.S. Experience." Too pensive: who
wants to read someone else's "reflections." Replace with "How to Revive a
Dying City," as we discussed. Here are some other choices. "How to Raise a
City from the Dead." "How to Revive a Dead City." "How to Restore a Sick
City." "How to Revitalize a Failing City." "A Fountain of Youth for Dying
Cities." "New Cities from 0l1d." Who am I to be teaching journalese to a
journalist?! I've underlined the one RSF will use in its new reprinting.
2. Subtitle. "The Role of Ground Rent ..." sounds textbooky. Select from
options above, or do without.
3. P.1, too bad to delete cases of E. St. Louis, Benton Harbor, et al. When
a whole city gets sick and dies, it is dramatic. Also, Camden is picked up
later, and the antecedent is now missing.
4. p.1l, par.2, 3d line from btm., systemic, not systematic.
5. The editing has Britified, which is fine, but also "stodgified." It has
deleted some of the individual idiom and vitality; replaced interesting,
striking words with gray, mundane words and trite locutions. It has
replaced active with passive voice; replaced verbs like "activate" with
nouns like "the activation of." Rudolf Flesch teaches one to remove as many
suffixes as possible, for more readable style; the editing has added
suffixes and fillers. Examples follow.
p.-1, last par, 1l.1: "The situation is by no means without hope;"
col 2, par 1, lines 1-2
last par, 1.3, "have been influenced by the ideas of"
D:2, pAar 1, iast lites; ..
par 2, 1.8, "magnitude"; par.4, 1.3, "to allow themselves to be
overtaken by"; last lines, "knowledge of the necessary techniques" (do
Brits really not understand "know-how"?)
par 5, 1.2-3, "settlements which owed their existenc to"
p.3, col 2, par 4, 1.1-2, "it appears as follows." That's more British
than "it looks like this"?
2nd last par, "all manner of fallacious explanations for the
state of humanity." Whew!
p.7, you've taken all the punch out of this one, destroyed its nice
rhythm, symmetry and impact.
I won't go on. Hope you see my point.
6. p.4, col 2, par 4, you butchered Macaulay. Check original. You can
improve on Gaffney the barbarian, but Macaulay is a British classic and you
are not free to edit him!
7. Spelling. p.1l, col 2, par 2, San Francisco
par 3, Sacramento, California, whose once

depressing centre

p.2, par 3, San Francisco again
p.3, par 1, 1.5, Sears Tower (you have Scars, I think).
col 2, par 2, 1.6, increasing repdyds returns
p.4, par 5, last line, Beverly Hills (Beverley is in England)
p.8, par 4, 1.5, Breckenfeld (no "i")

1.6, market, not marked
8. p.3, par 1. Re Newark, need to get in here that floor space in Newark
rents for $25 psf. Otherwise the reference to same in par. 2 has no
antecedent.
Will send the rest of this on Monday. Am in haste.
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9. p.3, par 2, line 3d from last, "- each year's unreaped harvest -"

10. p.3, col 2, par 2, line 5 from last, "to the point that the returns are
diminishing,"

11. same, last line, delete "the sum of."

12. same, par 5, line 1, "$10,000 spent may also yield more than 10%, ..."
Also, do you want to change $ to L, here and throughout?

13. p.4, par 2, last line, "and allow for interest and depreciation."

14. p.4, par 3, line 5, "floor rentals are 3-5 times"

15. p.5, par 3, line 3, "units to rent. Although initially higher ..."
16. p.5, col 2, par 3, "(FPC, now FERC) in controlling prices. The Chief
Economist of FPC, ..."

17. same, 4th line from last, "issue"

18. same, last par, last line, "morcellement, and ..."

19. p.6, par 1, line 4, "parcellement"

20. p.7, col 2, par 5, line 2-3, "how it is possible"

21. p.8, par 3d from last, "offers them jobs producing those same jobh
goods and services, "

22. p.8, col 2, par 1, line 5, delete "also" (redundant).

23. same, par 2, line 10, replace seventeenth by "eighteenth"

24. same, line 11, replace 1920s by "early 20th century"

25. same, line 12, replace "through the application of the" by "by
applying"

26. same, replace "do what is required" by "get on with it."

27. p. 10, par 3, line 6, replace disbanded by "exterminated"

28. same, par 4, line 9, "attract"

29. p.11, col 1, 2nd par from last, 4th line from last, "(although blacks
were not the only evictees)."

30. same, col 2, last par, line 1, "common kind of slum"

31. p.12, par 2, line 5, delete " - a result of not renewing" (redundant)

END OF PROOFING

Re proposed title, "beggars, bandits" are both snarl-words, warning
readers to expect strong opinions (biases?) and recrimination, failing to
signal the constructive intent, appealing to angry Poujade types. "Urban
Renewal" is trite and verbless. How about something to stir the blood with

reminders of ancient glories: "Restoring English Mastery"; "Reviving
Brittania's Glory"; etc. Something Utopian, faintly evocative of "rule the
waves," "loyal men," etc., yet practical and economical. "If you would move

men," quoth Henry George, "it is not to their self-interest you must appeal
but to their idealism." How about "New Hope for 0ld Cities," I like that
best; alternatively, "New Life for 0ld Cities."

If you don't use one of those in your title, use one for my chapter!

Coming next: cv, followed by biblio.
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