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The Story of a Book

}‘ ENRY GEORGE once set type 1
- and paragraphs for The Chronicls
most of the other publications of San I .
the days after the Civil War. ““!,m been an
too, of the Democratic 1’.!11'\ ol
ning Post. From his 13th year, he had been :
worker, as seaman, gold prospector -and sale
outside his newspaper
life.

vDe fi
JH

Now_ he was in the
middle of the grinding
depression which went
on for  six long years
after 1873. He had
wife and family he was
unable to support
Somewhere out of his
reading, and his meet-
ings with the Tamous :
radical editor James S.W <
McClatchy of the J%Lc AR

“mme”fo Bee, Henry George had come to the view
—that what America needed was a Single tax that
would wipe out any rise in land values.

Riding in the foothills over Oakland he had
looked down on the flat land near San Francisco
Bay, which the newly built Central Pacific had-un-
believably increased in value. “Like a flash it came
upon me,” he said later, “that there was the reason
of advancing poverty with advancing wealth. With
the growth of population, land grows in value, and
the men who work it must pay for the privilege.”

e o

VEN BEFORE the depression, in 1873, George

had said: “The land of a country rightfully be-
longs to all the people of that country. . .thereis
no justification for prlvate property in land except
the general convenience and benefit . . . private
rights to land should always be held subordinate to
the general good.”

VAVAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA,

A

During those dark depression days these in-
sights were pounded into Henry George’s great
book, ‘“Progress and Poverty,” which was written on
yellow foolscap in a rugless, poorly - heated San
Francisco room. It became one of the most influen-
tial books ever written by an American.

It was almost still-born. How did you sell a
book on economics in those days? Publishers gave it
a miss. In the end Henry George talked an old friend
in the printing business into setting the type and D.
Appleton Co. agreed to run off 500 copies. After a
handful of reviews this great biblical document was
ready to go down the drain.

* X x
1. T W rescued by, of all people;, the New Y Lk
e ish. The resourcerul n-lighters ol _Tlamman
Hall didn’ glve a h/)rnrrr'{;h(!l;»;:1‘,,,2 economics: but
the \\i']“]\‘ Q’:\'['H‘wl’ i‘x‘{\\w:_i‘ I lan and Englar
those days. wi called [Land lestion, And
wasn’t George on their side, clear \TiLyin
landlords as the villain of the i mnsible fot
the  progress:’ which' brought country’s di
graceful poverty?

A proximate result of };z:~‘ book w that Het
(;C“I’:( got a } b -nl] A] _';h Waoarld, of New Yorl
City, which in I a3 OOt
spondent. His b r in Ne
York, and he be GIAT Saint

In Il(lr”h: and London h 1 ot hi
book to prominent men 1 ey, Jo

Chamberlain and Alf} , e. Hi :
a speech in Lond« | ;
1amed Bernard 1 lifetin of soci: rn

The socialis r Kier Hardi¢ £
fan and became the polifical link betw 0
impact on Britain in the 1880s and the modern
ish Labour Party, which freely acknowledges
great debt to Henry George. The sales of P and ]
vaulted. Factory hands and farmers wh
read a book fought their way to the final page

X X X

AT HE CURIOUS thing about this book, which has

- had an estimated distribution of perhaps
lion since 1879, is that it changed thinking ra. ‘
but almost nobody accepted its f [ solution: '] hat
either land might be nationalized, or there migh
taxation that would Ii(!l!.‘l( I' economic rent £
landholder to the community. Part of
was that hard times were passed, part the
cal nature of the proposals

It is only now, nearly a century

was published, that some of the radica
Bervationists are beginning to see
George may have had the answer,

ter the book

young con
ld Henry
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Charles de Young Thieriot, Editor and Publisher
George T. Cameron, Publisher 1925 to 1955
Founded 1865 by Charles and M. H. de Young
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Editorials
Who’s to Blame
For Food Prices?

- ANYONE WHO GOES TO MARKET to buy
food knows that its costs keep rising, and this
amidst - the: often  confusing accusations among
spokesmen for farmers, food processors, food dis-
tributors and food retailers about the other fellow
being responsible.

This week the government, through Peter G.
Peterson, Secretary of Commerce and chairman of
the National Commission of Productivity, was
putting the blame on middlemen, handlers and
processors. Peterson’s report called attention to
what has been obvious for a long time, that better
cooperation in food handling between producer
and consumer would put food on the table at a
cheaper price.

ALL OF THIS IS INTERESTING and no
doubt a substantial explanation for food cost in-
creases. But the first thing one realizes is that get-
ting a handle on the cost problem in agriculture is
just about impossible, because of this very tenden-
cy of everyone involved to blame everybody else:
no one element of the great-sprawling agricultural
industry can be held responsible for ultimate re-
sults.

A good demonstration of this division and this
confusion in agriculture, was offered when repre-
sentatives of the two-million member American
Farm Bureau Federation met in Los Angeles yes-
terday and heard their spokesmen take the micro-
phone to blame government, labor unions, “agri-
businessmen,” processors, feed dealers, integrators
and other handlers for all the ills of their industry
that contribute to the food price inflation.

For none of these evils, to hear it from Farm
Bureau speakers, is the family farmer to blame.

IT IS HARD FOR THE CONSUMER to be-
lieve that everybody in American agriculture is out
of step but the family farmer so far as concerns
ever-rising food prices, but maybe that is the case.
There: have of course been suggestions for putting
price controls on food; ason every other commodi-
ty, but- few in government or agriculture or the
public’ would have much confidence in attempting
that. Food “controls would be very difficult to ad-
minister. Evidently our best hope for stopping the
rising food budget in the short term is as Peterson
suggests, to work for better cooperation and effi-
ciency between the warring elements of the food in
handling industry.

U.S.-Japan Exchange

THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT is paying
the United States $320 million for public utilities
and other U.S. installations on the island of Okina-
wa and it is the intent of a bill sponsored by Sena-
tor Javits of New York and Representative Esch of
Michigan to earmark 10 per cent of those pay-
ments for a Japanese-American cultural exchange
fund.

This is a time when friction over Japanese
exports and the changing China policy of the Unit-
ed- States has created what Marshall Green, assist-
ant Secretary of State, has called ““a serious prob-
lem” in U.S.-Japanese relations: An obvious, easy,
and readily available way to improve those rela-
tions is offered by the Javits-Esch bill for putting a
fractional portion of Japanese payments into a pro-
gram for Japanese studies and the exchange of stu-
dents.

THERE HAS BEEN an untimely de-emphasis
on such studies in American universities, the ma-
jor U.S. foundations are diverting grants from
lhose areas, and the U.S. Office of Education is
ply reducing its language centers.




RIVERSIDE: DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

March 28, 1980

TO: Gary Evans
FROM: Mason Gaffney A,é :
Re pp. 1-10 of ... Gotha Program, and related matters, if this is as

specific as Marx ever got, I don't see how you can take him seriously. I
find only 3 or 4 specific commitments to positions here, and they are ambiguous.

E.g., he makes no effort to distinguish "individual means of consumption",
pP. 9, which workers may own, from "conditions of production", p. 11, which
workers will hold as "cooperative property." How many acres of game preserve
counts as the former? How many hunting lodges? Most "means of consumption"
can be converted into "conditions of production" easily enough.

Tax economists regard property taxation as co-ownership by the state.
You can allow homestead exemptions, too, up to a maximum value. Anything :
beyond that, in Marx's vaguely expressed program, seem to be authoritarianm,
centralized, punitive (seize property of all opponents and emigrants),
military ("industrial armies"), and totalitarian. Is that what you want?
Is any part of that what you want?

I don't see how you can dismiss Russian tyranny by saying, "It's a
repressive society.'”" Why did a repressive society embrace Marx, when
democratic ones rejected him--and also gave him shelter and free speech?
Why do so many people want to flee the workers' paradise? Why does the
Soviet government block emigration? Why the Berlin Wall? Sure looks like
compulsory labor to me.

I can see people being and declaring themselves to be "radical". But I
can't see why anyone would call himself a "Marxist'. Since Marx has no coherent
program, they are evidently then endorsing his style. That is quite a load to
assume. To me, it says the person likes to tear down, but will not accept any
responsibility to replace or rebuild; a person loves to criticize, but only
from the privileged sanctuary of a negative defensiveness shrouded in a
private jurgon that conceals the lack of a program other than a Soviet
absolutist state. It says the person admires the unfair and vulgar debating
ploys Marx uses in his constant attacks on others, and accepts the manifest
sickness and hatred in his metaphors and diversions, his rambling, verbose
and spiteful prose. It says the person is not disturbued by Marx's writing
on and on and never getting to the point (try to find the punch line in Vol. II

of Capital, e.g.).

If not that, then what does a person mean by labelling himself a "Marxist"?

Personally I would prefer to get on with the business of building a healthy
good society. But I am disturbed by 'Marxists" because their choice of him to
apotheosize suggests to me that they have some other interest than building a
good society. That they get kicks out of destroying, attacking, conspiring and
humiliating: and they welcome an antinomian philosophy that places them above
petty "bourgeois morality", or any Christian ethics (or Buddhist, Mohammedan, etc.)

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA--(Letterhead for interdepartmental use)




0, 3

To Marx life was a power struggle and maybe that's what I'm missing.
But what good is power if you don't know how to use it? That's what he is
missing.

But do let me know what else I am missing.

MG:kg

P.S. In the interests of accelerating the improvement of my mind, I'm
sending a copy to Nai-Pew, for his comment. He improved my inter-—
pretation of Marx once before.
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OcToBer 8, 1980

ANNOUNCEMENT

THe SEMINAR ON HENRY GEORGE IS BEING POSTPONED ONE WEEK,
FROM THuUrRsDAY, OctoBer 9, 1o THURSDAY, OcToBer 16, THIS 1S
TO ALLOW THE SPEAKERS COMMITTEE ADEQUATE TIME TO ORDER
REFRESHMENTS, FIND A GOOD LOCATION, AND PUBLICIZE IN THE
USUAL LAVISH MANNER,

New DATE: THURspAY, OcToBer 16, 3:30-5:30 p.M.

New PLAce: 2240 WATKINS

SaME Oup SPpeaker: Mason GAFFNEY

Toric: HeENRY GEORGE: SvYNTHESiZING COMMON ENTITLEMENTS
AND FREE MARKETS

MysTERY AND SusPense: WiLL THE Economics DEPARTMENT
"ProupLY PRESENT” THIS EVENT?
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