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George School
Probe Begins

Teacher Files Charges Based
On Publication’s Statements

By LutHER CONANT, JR.

The Henry George School of Social Sci-
ence, 30 E. 29th St., was removed yester-
day from the tax-exempt list and p]au(l on
the tax rolls.

Behind that action, an automatic pro-
cedure when a complaint is made against a
tax-exempt property, is a bitter controversy
involving charges by former teachers and
students that the school has been dissemi-
nating antidemocratic and lm)—all)l)v;lsun(‘nt
propaganda.

Formal complaint to the Tax Commis-
sion and the University of the State of New
York was made by Michael J. Bernstein, a
former volunteer teacher at the school. It is
his contention that the school has forfeited
its charter rights.

The school is now under investigation by
the University, which issues the (]1 arters for
educational institutions. Final action by the
Tax Commission depends on the Univer-
sity’s findings and appeal by the school.

As part of the movement by Bernstein
and a group of his associates, leaflets em-
bodying the propaganda charges were dis-
tributed to students entering the school last
night.

Meanwhile, Frank Chodorov, the director
of the school and editor of the Georgist The
Freeman, has been removed from both of-
fices by the trustees. Officials of the school
deny, however, that the change represents
a repudiation of Chodorov’s basic policies.
Here is the background of the charges.
| The Freeman, nccording to one of its
publicity circulars, is the “official organ”
of the Henry George School.

q The directors of the magazine are all
trustees of the school.

¢ The magazine receives grants from the
school.

Officials of the school now claim, how-
ever, that The Freeman is not the official
organ.

This was the pre-war line of The Free-
man:

On Democracy—

“Democracy is done. . Our 150 years
under the democratic formula has been at-
tended with constant internal strife, recur-
ring periods of industrial depression, increas-
ing unemployment and misery, and a
spasmodically interrupted succession of those
complete breakdowns of civilized existence—

o
wars.

On Relations With the Nazis—

“We must buy from all the world, includ-
ing Germany and her slave states, all the
things which they make better or cheaper
than we can make them. If we permit
emotionalism to shape our trade policy and
proceed sanctimoniously to whip Germany
into line . by refusing to do business
with them, we shall drive them into the
chaos of Communism.”

In other words, you can and should do
business with Hitler,

On Relations With Japan—

“Now we are told that we cannot do
business with Japan. . . . But of one thing
we can be certain: that this political inter-
ference with trade will cause American un-
employment, raise American prices, increase
American taxes, make for less American
satisfactions. .. . The Japanese may be forced

into this undertaking (invasion of the Dutch
East Indies) by thcn nnl)l]xtv t() do busi-
ness with moralistic Uncle Sam.’

It is significant to point out that while
free trade was thus upheld with reference
to the Axis countries, The Freeman did not
call for revision of the Neutrality Act, a
legal restriction on free trade.

The Freeman argued violently against the
draft. Equally \11)]@*“(1\ it attacked the New
Deal as composed of “economic illiterates.”

On an Axis Victory—

“But the point I am especially emphasiz-
ing here is that, in the particular matter of
free trade, there is at least a possibility that
totalitarian policy will operate to extend it,
and even to force it upon foolishly reluctant
democracies to the very considerable benefit
of their people.” (Henry Gunnison Brown,
associate editor).

During the period from which these typ-
ical excerpts were selected, Chodorov was
both editor of the paper and director of the
school. During the two pre-war years, he
contributed to Scribner’s Commentator.

Douglas M. Stewart, co-publisher of the
Commentator, is a graduate of the Henry
George School and a friend of Lancaster M.
Greene, a trustee of the school and a direc-
tor of The Freeman.

Thursday, Greene had this to say regard-
ing the change of administration:

He denied that the charge was a repudia-
tion of Chodorov’s policies.

“We do not read into them the narrow
inferences made by others,” he said.

He added that Chodorov would continue
to receive grants to allow him to continue
writing and that he had been invited to
contribute to The Freeman in the status
of an independent columnist.

A somewhat different complexion was put
in the change by Paul Peack, formerly assist-
ant editor and now editor of The Freeman.

He said Chodorov had a “penchant for un-
fortunate statements” and that the new poli-
cy of the paper would represent a “radical
break from Chodorov’s use of injudicious
phrases.”

Peach argued that the school and paper
had never been pro-Axis, that it opposed
any trend toward collectivism as incom-
patible with the philosophy of Henry
George, and that misunderstanding arose
over different connetations of words.

Miss Margaret Bateman, the new director
who was assistant director the past year,
said she did not wish to criticize Chodorov
and that she had never known him to devi-
ate from the principles of Henry George in
his conduct of the school.
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rand Jury
Hunts Griftin

o Trace of N. Y. ‘Enquirer’
litor Wanted in Nazi Probe

PM’s Bureau

'ASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—William Griffin,
or of the weekly New York Enquirer, has
bpeared.

gents of the Grand Jury investigating
i propaganda have been trying to serve
bpena, but have
» unable to find
trace of him.
iam Power Ma-
y, Assistant At- .
ey General, ex-
sed concern last
t about the safe-
the editor, who,
said, is “badly
ted.”
n two previous
sions men have
ppeared  while
or investigation by the same Grand Jury.
olunteer witness was assassinated in
mbia last July as he was about to leave
Washington to testify against German
hts who ran the Transocean, a Nazi press
ice.

Wm. Griffin

alph Townsend, a writer for Scribner’s
mentator, also disappeared before he
indicted along with four others for dis-
inating Japanese propugunda without
tering as a Japanese agent. Townsend
ed up yesterday in Milwaukee and
>d $5000 bond.
uring the 1940 Republican Convention
inquirer printed*a special edition sup-
ing Rep. Hamilton Fish of New York
resident. Prescott Dennett, secretary of
[slands for War Debts Committee, who
figured in the Grand Jury investigation
1 associate of George Sylvester Viereck,
German propagandist, signed the En-
r’s article on Fish.
. district court yesterday Viereck’s trial
tharges of concealing his activities on
lf of the Nazis was set for Feb. 16, in
hington.
ura Ingalls, the American flier, who is
er indictment for failing to register as a
an agent, will go on trial here next
day. At the time Miss Ingalls was sup-
dly collecting a salary as a propaganda
t for the German Embassy, she was a
red speaker for the America First Com-

U. S. War

Communiques

The War Department’s Communique No.
89, as of 4 p.m. Monday, said.:

American bombers of the Flying Fortress
type raided Japanese airfields at Kuala Lum-
pur and Kuantan in Malaya. Poor visibility
made it impossible to estimate the damage.
We lost no planes. Jap fighter planes inter-
cepted four of our bombers on the way to
attack Japanese shipping at Balikpapan,
Borneo. Nine Japanese planes were shot
down, one of ours lost.

Complete war news, Pages 14-18; war
maps, Pages 15-17.

Avoid Farm
Price Conflict

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard and
Price Administrator Henderson have issued
a joint statement saying they are in “com-
plete agreement” as to the objectives of the
new Price Control Law.

Wickard, who has veto power over Hen-
derson’s farm price ceilings, had been criti-
cized by the Congressional farm bloc for
testifying last week that the Government
did not intend to let farm prices go much
higher.

The Wickard-Henderson statement said
they were” determined to keep farm prices
fair to the consumer by taking “every pos-
sible step to insure abundant supplies for
all,” including the release of Government-
owned stocks of grains and cotton.

WLB May Mediate
Sunday Pay Dispute

PM’s Bureau

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—The War
Labor Board is expected to mediate the dis-
pute over double-time for Sunday work in
Detroit plants.

R. J. Thomas, president of the CIO
United Auto Workers union, probably will
raise the point when the full WLB meets
today.

Reports from Detroit indicated that both
union and General Motors officials will wel-
come WLB intervention; in fact, the UAW
proposed this step several weeks ago. A
UAW spokesman said today:
glhe issue is being inflated anyway.
it now the problem is providing jobs
men any day in the week. We're ready
vork now, mediate Sunday pay later.”

vy Training at Stanford and ND

tanford and Notre Dame are two of the
universities selected by the Navy as
ers for its new aviation training program,
ted Press reports. College facilities will
be leased in New York and Georgia,
the colleges have not been announced.

/ASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—FDR suggested
erday that the term War Time be used
n the Nation’s clocks are advanced one
r on Feb. 9 instead of the usual Day-
t Saving Time.

Loan to China
DR yesterday asked Congress to lend
a $500,000,000 in addition to the lend-

ke aid that country is getting from the
S. A,
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I~ "I propose to ber no question, to shrink from no conclu-

sion, but to follow truth vherever il may lead, Upon us is
the responsibllity of seeiiing tlie law, for in the very
heart of our civilization today srcmen faint and littie
children moan. But what that law may prove to be is not
our affair. If the conclusions that we rcach run counter
to our prejudices, let us not flinch; if they challenre in-
stitutions that have long becn deeﬂod wise and natural, let
us not turn back,"

HENRY GEORGL VS. TRUSTEES
OF THE HGGSS

A rccent appeal for contributions from the Henry George School of

Social Scilence reads as follows:
"Dear Fricnd:

This is a request that you donate one or two - ten or
a hundred Defense Stamps to the School's sustaining fund,

Contributions of this kind will not only assist the
School in its Educational Defensc Program, but through it
you will do your share in our country's : trugglofbr Demo~-
cracye.

Americans are "all out" to win tho war and also the
peace. IEach has his way of coing about the job. Your
school believes that Education is America's Solid Line of
Defense,

Will you help both your school and your country with a
contribution? Fill out the opposite side of this card and
return your donation. Any amount will be appreciatcd,..One
stamp or a hundred.

""Strong soul and high endeavor, the world needs them
now}

inCprely

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
30 East 29th Strect New York, N. Y.™

Henry George has sdmething to say on this subject, Ve quote from

Sociel Problems, page 1G66:

"Thus the devico of public debts cnables tyrants to en-
trench themsclves, and adventurers who selze upon government to
to defy the people. It permits the making of grecat and
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wastceful exponditures, BY SILENCING, AF’ AVEN CONVERTING
INTO QJP”ORT the oppou¢tion of tho ho would othorvisc
rogist thesc cxpondliturcs with most norgy and forec, But
for the ability of rulcrs to contract public debts, ninc=-
tenths of the wars of Christendom for the »ast two centurics
could nover have beon wagoed, The destruction of wealth and
the shedding of blood, the agony of wives and mothers and
cnildron thus caus cd, * cannot o cormputcd, but to thesec item
mist be added the wasto and loss and domoralization caused
Ly constant preparation for war,"

IHE ADJUSTMENT IS ON
The following quotations from Henry Goorge! c's "Social Probloms"
(Chap, XVI. - Public Decbts and Indirect Ta/ation) were shown to Ezra
Cohun Trustecc of the HGESSS:

"That, in spitc of thc progrcss of ciVLlization Burope is th-
ay a *vast camp, and thc cnerglcs 8f the most advanc~d portion
of mankind arc cverywhocre quod so heavily to pay for pronarn-=
tions for war or thoc costs of war, 1s duc to two gront 1nVﬂw-
tions, that of indircct taxotion and thet of pquiu dcbt.
"Beth of these devieccs by whieh tyrannics arc maintaincd.
governments arc corrunted, and tiic cormon peoplc plundcred,
sp:ing historically from the WODODOlTnOtlon of lond, ond
both direcetly ignorc {l.o aatvral prights of man,"

",ee83 for the great nationc! dobte of the world, incurred

as they have been for purposcs of tyranny end ‘rar, U is
1mpossibls to sce In them anyianing but ovli.*

After rcading this, Trustce Cchon commiecnted:

"It's a mattor of intorprecitation.”

REVISION

In the opening lctter of this AOTTA scriecs we sald, rcforring to
the Trusteccs of the Honry Goergs School of Soclal Scicneo:

M. .esowwc have no confidonco in thom, We fcar what thoy
intend to co with the School, and we have rcason to be-
+love thoy plen o "yovision® of Honry CGdorge,"

The mothod of revision will be slow, It will be a crecping paralysis,
not a suddon death., Its symptoms will be discerniblc only to thosc

wtho wateh for thom.,

Tor instancc: In an cditorial in the liay issuc of the Frceman
{financcd by the HGSSS), signed with the initials of C, 0. Stocle, the
cAitor (sclocted by the Trustces of the HCSSS), we have uhO foWlow;ng
opening paragraph to "Georgists in the Fight for Prcodom

"The irmmoediatec task beforc us is to win the war, the war
which is to deridc whethnor the world is to be clave or frec,




o arc just getting started at the task. UYe ecamc perilous-
1y closc to being too late in starting., Many of us did not
realizc the danrcr."

The cditorial conds:

"Georgists will not be found wanting in thoso qualitics
(honcsty, couragc, loyalty, vision, and s¢lf=-sac¢rificc) nor
in their roadincss to fight in dcfenso of frcocdom. liany
arc alrcady in tho armod forecs. Othors arc joilning daily,
There is no defcatism in Goorgisa,™

Ylc arc to fight in dcfeonsc of froodom, to avoid a world of slavory,
So C. O, Stcecle tells us., And tho assunption is, of coursc, that
C. 0. Stcelc knows what constitutcs Froecdom as distlnguishod from
slavery.

But e also have recad sorc things written by Henry George. Lot hin
anuucr Mr, Stcole:

"Just as rcimoval to checapcr land becomes difficult or impos-
siblc, laborers, no mattor what they producc, will be ro-
duccd’ to a barc living, and the frec competition among thaon,
where land is "OnODOlLZud 1111 forcc thom to a condition
which, though they may be noczod with the titlcs and in—
uivnia of frCCdOA Jlll bu virtually that of slavery.'

: (Progrcss & Povorty, pe 548)

"Pocrsonal liberty - that is to say, the liberty to move
about - is cverywherc concecded, whilc of political and
legal incquallty thero arc in the United States no vestiges,
and in thc most backward civilizcd countrics but few. Dut
the great causc of incquality rcmains, and 1s manifcoting
itsclf in the unoqual distribution of wcalth. Thce cascnco
of slavery 1s that it takcs from the laboror all he produccs
savc cnough to support an animal cxistcnce, and to this mini-
mur1 ths wages of free labor, undcr cxiqting conditions, un-
mlistakably tondee.s...Thus the condition of thc masscs in
cvery civilized country is, or is tonding to bocomo that
of virtual slavcry under tho forms of frccdom." -

(Progrecss & Poverty, pp.352-3)

"Our boastcd frecdom noccssarily involves slavery, so long
a8 wo roccognizc privatc proporty in land,  Until that 1s
abolished, Deelarations of Indcpendcncc and Acts of Emanci-
pation arc in vain, So long as onc man can claim thc cx-
clusive owncrship of the land from which other men must
live, slavery will cxist, and as material progrecss gocs on,
rust’ grow and deopen)™ ‘

(Progross & Poverty, p. 357)

™lc have not rcally ebolishcd slavery; we have rotaincd it
in its most insidious and wido-sproad form - in a form which
applics to whitcs as to blacks. So far from abolishing
slavery, it 1s cxtending and intensifylng, and we make no
scruplc of sclling into it our own cnildrﬂn - thc citizens
of the Republic yot to bos « For sthat olse arc wo dolug in
sclling thc land on which fuiturc citlzene muct Live, if they
arc to live at all?" {Sozisl Problome = p. L15i)
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U0f the two systoms of slavery, I thinl: thorce can bé no
doubi that upon thc same moral lecvel, thot wvhich malies
groperty of persons 1s morce humanc taan that which recsults
fror rakins private property of land,"

(Soeial Probleons - p, 159)

¢ have not abolishcd slavery. ¢ nover can abolish
o]”v cery, until wo honcstly nccopt the fundamcntal truth
assorted by thc Deelaration of Indencndence and scecurc to
all the qua] and unalic nablf rl~htu with which they arc
cndowcd by their Crcator," (Sociel Problons - Pe 160)

"So longs as this oxists (private ownorship of land), our
dcuocratic institutionc arc in vain, our protensc of
cquality, but crucl irony, our public schools can but sow
the sceds of discontent, So long as this cx;ists, material
progress can but forec the masscs of our pcoplc into a
narder and morc hopeloss slavery. Until we in some way
makc the land, what Naturc intonded 1t to bc, cormon proper-
ty, until we 1in somc way scecurc to cvery child born among us
his natural birthricht, wc have not cstablished thc Ropublic
in any scnsc vorthy of ' tho namc, and wc cunnot coctablish the
Ro nublic. Its foundations arc quicksand,"

(The Land Quostion = p. 75)

Ths cvidcnecc mounts and riounts and MOUNTS. C. O. Steelc and his
cmploycrs, the Dircctors of the Frccman and Trustecs of the HGSSS,
have surrcndercd to their feor of the state,

They want to rctain tax cxemption for their school building - and the
pricc they would have us pay is rcnunciation of the philosophy that
would sccurc tax cxeouption to all labor and capital, They have sold
thomselves for a school chartor - and forgot their groqtcr duty:

to FIGHT FOR A CHARTER OF LIBERTY FOR ALL MANKIND.

"Rovision" is their order of the day. Compromisc - pervert - distort!

Thc Trustces arc promotin~ 1dcas which arc ns forcign to Henry Goorge
as is holy watcer in holll

Thc vory csscnec of George's phllosophy = the distinction between what
constitutes Frocdom op Slavery - this cvil of private land owncrship
which o ists in our socicty - this distinction is denied by

Co O colo and his cmployers, OUR Trudtccs,

They mock Goorge, and slandor him, by blasphcmously using his namc to
cloak their "povisions" - and thcr mock thosc who tcach the Truth
as Goorgc wrote it,

We who arc dcdicatcd to the Truth cnunciﬂtod by Gecorgc = we who arc now
carrying thc torch onward - wc brand thcse "ro visions" for what thoy
arc - LIES,

"And the gospcl of deliverance, lct us not forget it; it is
the gospel of love, not of haté, Ho whon it cmancipates
will now ncithor Jow nor Gentilc, nor Irichman nor Fnglishe-
man, nor German nor Frenchman, nor Buropcan nor Amcrican,
nor diffcroncc of color or of racc, nor WHLWO”WtJOS of class

W
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or condition, Lct us sct our foct on old projudieccas, lct
us bury the old hates. Thore have bucn ™oly Allismecs" of
kings., Lot us strive for the Holy Alliancc of the pcoplue

"Liborty, cquality, fraternity! ‘Yirite thom on the banncrs,
Lot thon be for sign and countersirn, /ithout ocquality,
liborty cannot boj without fratormlty, nclther cquality nor
liborty can be achicved.

"Liberty - the full frecdon of cach bounded only by the cqual
frcedom of cvery othor)

"Equality - thc oqual right of cach to ths usc and onjoy=
nent of all natural opportunitiocs, to all the csoontinlc of
happy, hecalthful, human 1ifc}

"Iratornity - that sympathy vhich links togcther thoso who
strurglc in a noble eauccey that would live and lot 1lvo;
that would help as well as b:o holped; that; in sccking the
good of all, finds thc highcst ;ood of cachl

"By this sign shall yc conqucrd

"o hold thesc truths to bo selfecvidont - that all men arc
crcated cqual; that thoy are cndowed by their Creator with
cortain unalicnablc rights; that among thosc arc lifo,
liborty, and the pursult of happincss]®

"It 1z over a century sinec these words rang outs It 1o timo
to give thom their full; truc meaninc, Lot the standard be
1lifted that all nmay scce 1t; lct the advance be: zoundcd that
2ll may hear it, Lot thosc who would foll back, fall back,
Lct thoce who would opposc, opposc. Evorywherce arc thoso

who will rallys The stars in thelr courscs fight against
Stoors}" (The Land Question = pp,108-9¢)

"The advoeatos of a great prineiplc should know no thought

of compromisc, Thcy should proclaim it in its fulncss, and

point to 1ts complctc attalnment as their goal,"
(Protcetion or Frze Trado)

GEORGISTS -~ VWATCH YOUR SCHOOL =~ GUARD YOUR PIIILOSOPHY!

Mrs., Anna Gecorge dc }Mille has beoen notificd, in hor capacity as
Prosident of the Board of Trustces of the HGSSS, that the AOTTA
Cormlttcc will, on Junc 10th, rcquest thc Board of Recgents to furnish
the Committce with a copy of the statemont of policy submittcd by the
Trustces to them = unless the Trustccs will have, beforc that date,
made public that rcport. .




nen at Chicago’s Soldier Field, Tenor
an Kiepura spurned Mezzo-Soprano
ladys Swarthout so thoroughly that
e knocked her cold against the stage
oor. Carried off and revived, she finished
he show with a banged-up forehead.

niformity
Major Elliott Roosevelt, hospitalized
Dayton, Ohio, with a knee injury the
rmy said laconically was “received at
other field,” was promoted to the rank
lieutenant colonel in the Army Air
orces.

Sergeant Hank Greenberg was com-
15510ned a second heutenant in the Army




ful tennist, onetime jail bird (on a morals
charge) has returned to Berlin from the
eastern front and resumed his tennis.

Deed
Gaunt Amos Richards Eno Pinchot

/ |participator with Brother Gifford in found

ing the Bull Moose party, father of tl
late Actress Rosamond (once The Nun i
The Miracle), who killed herself in 193¢
longtime anti-New Dealer, onetime Ame
ica Firster, whose 68th birthday fell t
day before Pearl Harbor, slashed sever
veins in one of his arms and was taken t
a Westport, Conn. hospital. His condition
critical.
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May 30, 1942 (Editcd by Danicl Goodman)

AQOTTA

LESE MAJESTE

(or = theirs not to question why,
-theirs but to do or die,)

The cditor of AOTTA was, on lMay 27th, cxpclled from the faculty of
the HGSSS by the Dircectress, argarot Batcman,

, JE FOLLOW HENRY GEORGE

"He who sees the truth, lct hin proclain it without asking who
is for it or who is against °®.” (Tho Land Qucstion)
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ABOUT THE FREEMAN AND THE "N,E.P."

Under date of -March 16 the following lectter was sent by a mermber of
the cormlttce, mentioned in the lctter, to one of the trustccs of the
HGSSS, who 1s also a director of the Frceman,

"Pho Frncmnn ‘1s dzperlenéing difficult tinmes omce agrain and
I, togecther with seowveral other faculty membors ef the achool are
endeavorlng to effect a permancnt solution of the problem -
separation of the paper from the school, Pcrhaps it might be
well to recount what has occurred during thc past several wecks
before stating our reasons for desiring to do what we feel
would elininate this continual troublec,

"Some time ago a mecting was called for February 28th of
the faculty and board of trustces, in line with a program to
bring about closer cooperation and contact between the two,
However, only two or three days beforc the mcceting we found out
that Paul Pcach, who had been appointed editor when Frank
Chodorov was let out, had also been discharged as editor and we
all wanted to know thc facts, Everyone had hoped that things
at thc school would quiet down and that we could all go on
teaching without any further unplcasantness for after all that
is what we are there for,

"Several ugly rumors regarding a 'New Educational Policy!
were bruited about, and in order to finally bring cverything out
into the open, have a complete discussion of the causes of
irritants and get back to our jobs, the faculty insisted on a
candid exprecssion of what was taklng place, It is not possible,
we feel, to have a whole hecarted and concerted ocffort toward our
goal when there is a lack of confidence in the board of trustces.

"It developed at the mceting that a lectter had been sent to
the school by Mr, VWill Lissner statlng that unless Paul Pcach
adhercd to a 'New Educational Policy! (of which no tcacher had
any knowlcdge) hc, too, would have to be gotten rid of, also that
the Freceman itsclf was to have a new policy and that any tecacher
who still had the 'Franl: Chodorov - Albert Jay Nock line of
Georgism' would find himself out of the school, Thc letter was
endorscd by Mr. Greenc who stated theorcon that he was in agree=-
rient with Mr., Lissnecr,
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"Quite naturally, the teachers were highly incensed to
learn that someone who was not a trustee, director or even a
teacher was now dictating what the Freeman should print and
what the school's policy should be, While we all appreciate
that letters are sent to the school and the magazine suggest-
ing a change in policy, none of us want to see an individual
encouraged in the thought that he is a Dictator of the school,

"Paul Peach refused to be guided by Mr, Lissner!s de-
mands, asserting that he and no one else was to be the arbiter
as to what should be printed since that was the duty of the
editor. Some correspondence was read to the meeting between
Mr, Peach and Mr, Greene, lir, Peach had been sent several
letters by Mr, Greene, some of which were signed by Mr. Greene
as Chairman of the Freeman Corporation and others signed by
him as an individual, It thus became difficult for Paul to
determine when such letters were authorized by the board,

"In view of their inability to see eye to eye upon many
matters, Paul wrote to Mr. Greene suggesting that another
member of the board be appointed to discuss such subjects with
him, for in doing this Paul felt that they could make grcater
progress., The upshot of all this correspondence was that
Mr., Greene wrote Paul that his resignation was accepted even
though Paul did not tender it, It was quite evident to the
meeting that Paul was' fired because he would not take instruc-
tions from lr, Greene and Mr, Lissner as to how he should be
editor., He was fired becausc he was upright enough to be a
rcal editor and determine for himself just what should and

AL AL A A

should not be printed in the Freeman, ¥ % % ¥ ¥ 3 % & &

"The !'New Educational Policy'! mentioned in lMr., Lissner's
letter which Mr., Greene endorsed is a deep mystery. Not even
Mr. Greene would, or could, tell the meceting what it meant,
lr. Ezra Cohen, thc only other trustee present, stated
bewilderingly that he had not even seen the letter until 1t
was recad to the mecting. Miss Bateman could not tell us what
this new policy was to be. Nor do any of us know by what right
Mr, Lissner arrogates the privilege of telling the teachers
we have a new educational policy. Our confidence in the
governing body of the school is hardly enhanced when one of
the trustees cndorses Mr., Lissner's "N, E, P," and then can't
tell us what it was that he approved of. Is he awaiting a
propitious moment to spring something noew?

"T and most of the other faculty members studied under
lr. Chodorov and feel that the knowledge and understanding of
Henry George which he has was so beautifully taught uas that we
nearly all fecel his equal in presenting the philosophy of
frecedom to our classes. And we'll be darned if we will let
anyone tell us that because we teach as Mr, Chodorov did we
would be fired., So long as the Henry Gecorge School stands
we will teach Henry George as we have been taught to teach 1t
because we know that is the way it should be taught, New
Educational Policy or no New Educational Policy.
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"Although only two of the trustees were present at the
meeting, Mr, Grecene and Mr, Cohen, neither onec offecred any
suggestions to eliminate the source of the trouble, Conse-
quently a resolution was voted upon by the teachers appoint-
ing a committee consisting of John Fasano, Dan Goodman, Burt
Levey and myself to effectuate a change. Our primary concern
is to safeguard the Henry Gecorge School against any further
vicious attacks such as the recent Bernstein affair, Since
the Frecman has been the focal point of almost all of the past
difficulties we feel that it would do the school and the
magazine a world of good to really be two scparate entitics,

"our first reason-for desiring a severance is that the
school has no function, according to its charter, other than
to teach the philosophy of Henry George. Therefore, to have
the samc dircecctors of the Freeman as thec school is obviously
impolitic, Our school!s trustees have stated several times
that the paper is a scparate cntity and that it does not
necessarily voice the opinion of the school, To look at the
list of the board of directors of the Frecman onc could hardly
come to a conclusion other than that the Frecman were the
school's privatc property and organ.

"By having a different board of directors for the Freecman
they will be no threat to the school in the form of having itss
charter rcvoked by the Board of Regents because of political
pressurc,

"Furthermore, under the prcsent set-up the directors of
the school may fecl impelled to bring pressure on the editor
to print an article written by a particular individual al--
though that articlc may have very little merit, If we are to
have a magazine, let us have writcrs of merit and not writcrs
who havc influcnce. A rcjection of an article by a school
paper may hurt thc school but a rejection by an independent
paper could not possibly have such an effect,

A,

"Finally, an attack on thc Frecman could not be construecd
as an attack on thc school,' % 3 3 % 3% 46 3¢ % % % % 3 % *

(The asterisks in the above lctter indicate

scctions that were omittcd becausc they are

not pertinent to the subject of this AOTTA)

Mr, Greene, Chairman of the Freeman Board.

A short while later the writer of this letter received a reply to the

offeet that the direcctor had sent his resignation as director to
One week thereafter a

tcacher spokec to another director about the resignation, and this

dircctor said he knew nothing about it; Mr. Greene had not told him.

They!rc cven hush-hushing onc another,

After many delays the Frecman committec met with threec trustees to take

up this matter of separation of the paper from the school, Thcse

trustces refuscd to give up the Frccman, until after Albany had made up
its mind on the Charter. If there is any relevancy in this excuse the

trustces failcd to disclosc it.
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It now appcars that thc Frcoman is being used for indoctrination, not-
for tcaching, Copics arc being mailed to prospective students. Thus,
whén they come to class they know in advancc what the school stands
for - Henry George notwithstanding.

The Aotta Committec is rcady to takec over the Freeman, lock, stock and
barrel, and relicvc the school of any further loss on the publication.

THE PRICE ON GEORGE

A member of the Aotta Committee received a call from Mr, Greene the
day after the first Aotta was mnailed., In the course of an hour's con-
versation Mr. Greene said: "If you keep on with this we shall have to
be more jingoistic than ever,"

By "we'" he meant the board of trustees, What inference can be drawn
from this statement? That the board feels impelled to take a political
position - not a scholastic one. Vhy? To please politicians, Why?
Because the politicians threaten to deprive the school of a political
privilege - tax exemption ~ unless the school takes a position

pleasing to the politiclans.

Notice that there was nothing of a political nature in the first Aotta
letter, nor in the subsequent ones. We believe with George that the
politics of a nation is a reflection of its economy. Wec have no con-
cern with politics. Ve teach economics, We-are satisfied that a
people gets the kind of politics it deserves, and that it will deserve
better only when it knows better. If in our teaching of principles we
run counter to political expedicncy we cannot help it, Principles
don't change to pleasc politicians., George says so, and we believe him,

But the board - if Mr, Greenc reflccts their point of view - is all in
a dither about what Albany will think, not what George says, Tax
exemption is the thing., To hell with Gecorgism,

Now, let it be clearly understood that the school-can exist and can
teach straight Gecorgism, cxactly as it is written, whether or not
it has a charter. All that the charter-means is exemption of the
building from local taxation - about $5,000 a year, Shall we sell
George down the river for that pittance? That's the real question
before the board,

Yos, for the present we can carry on as a school with or without the
charter, And we do not believe the politicians would do CGeorge the
favor of revoking the charter and thus giving the philosophy some-
much~-nccded publicitye.

It may come to pass that what Georgc teaches will be put on the
political index. His books may be consigned to the bonfire of thought
and civilization. When that time comes, if it cver does, true
Georgists will continue teaching the philosophy in cellars. Apparcntly
the board - or at lcast Lr. Grecne - has no relish for such sacrificc.

The Aotta Cormittec is for George - and won't sell him for Three
Million Dollars a minutc,.

(This is the third issue of the: AOTTA, ¥We will furnish a copy 9f"
the second issue, upon request, to anyone who did not receive it,)

G R R e S .
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A stranger *o Henry Gecrge left Lilm the ouil of AL estate appraised L
ailnost $13-CO00 ~ e tily amount 5n'thQ5( dgvr, and G%orge 07uad well
nerswthed L. Relabives countesuec the will on the ‘grovnd that ithe
~ooka. ror the disseminatior of whica ihe orey wee wit, were opposed
“o publls »nolley. Waey won, e1d ths will was daclarad vold. Die
Secrre qull® It wasa!t tias moaey Lo wes interested ian, for eftey 1
vestlgetion of the sircumstances hs was fop voiding che will himselrl
ard lelting the needy widor havo 1 le But, when the »rincipl
he borieved in were thus attacked, he knew Lis duty - FIGHD

o gl

L8 1s always tho case whea o man stands for princlpls, there was a
weel of ca.uvmnny heapad cn George. One n3wapepe:: characterictically
ennonnced that the woman whose hustand had laof+t Feorge ¢30,00C was in
the uimshouss, He 2nsesled the verdict, only for the purpose of vin-
_caling nis principlos, and won, He gave the nroceeds of the be-
quesc to the widow.

<hus 1id che man who stood for principle. He d4’d not run away I'rom
vhe noterlcty, and lzast of all did he think of the mor.ey involvcd.
ey, he weicomed the opportunitcy of vindicating his philosophy in
ven courc. His personel convenience countecd not at all,

2ut wher the Trustees of the Schecol which heears Henry George's name
era simiiarly confronted with actisn by 'the Stave, did they grab at
‘une chance of throwing thé spotlight on hic rhilosophy? Did they
chrallerge the Stale? Did they stend up for the principles which it is
helr prime duty to uphold?

1o, they turned tail and ran. They rushed in with a policy "report"
vhat they hope will calm things down, thus helning the monopolists and
chelir satellite professors in the old scheme of killing the philosophy
vy depriving 1t of a hearing.

van you visuallze this crand opportunity that was opencd to them? If
“Le charter werec revoked, mandamus proceedings to show cause would
tave thrown the matter into court. The opportunity to expound Gecorge's
vheories in open court would have becn worth more than a hundred
vlassecs; cven the newspapers would have to rcport the casc. And al-
thouch they undéubtedly would have twisted the' facts, the advertising
would havc been worth more than a million circulars soliciting
“tudents. Educators would have been drawn into the "academic freecdom"
fight, and somc professors who had ncver heard of Progress & Poverty
right have put it on their 1list of "must" roading. And even if the
vasc were lost, which is doubtful, what would it mean? A few

thousand dollars a yecar in tax excemptions? the salary of one clerk?
Win or losc, Georgism would have gaincd,

Ty did the Trustecs pass up this golden opportunity? To maintain
“respcetability"? The philosophy of Henry George is a philosophy of
~cvort, and an upsctting of the status quo is never what the "right
«ind of pecople" are for., Thercfore it would seom to be a fair oone-
¢iusion that the Trustces werc thinking of the offecet the notoricty

 J
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might heve had on thelr personal affaire and, 1f so, they were un-
“eftaful to tholr Trust, Honcst and courazcous men would have
ceconitad the challenge, or would disqualify themsclves as Trustces of
che pillosophye.

Thoro 18 no hope for Georglem, or for humanity, so long as the ideoal
oif froodom is tho morce hobby of falr weather frionds. Thoso who have
a0t the fortitude to suffor for frcedom wiil always botray hor;J and
will rationalizc thelr betrayal in protestations -of expedicnecy, Just
28 the betrayal of Jesus was rationalizcd by Judas Iscariot.

FRANCIS NEILSON

It 1s customary, and of somc buslness importance, for a corporation to
announcc chenges in 1ts dirccting ncrsonncl, particularly its policy-
making body. Stockholders arc cntitled to know thc make-up of the
board as a basis for confidonce in its integrity and in its ability to
carry on,

The Trustccs of the HGSSS have been remiss, thoreforc, in not announc=-
ing thc rcsignation of Hon. Francis Ncilson from the Board, as wcll as
the rcason for his rosignation,

This rcsignation was rcccived by the Board of Trustecs carly in
January of this ycar. Why has the mattcr becn hushed up? llaybe

IIr. Ncilson did not agroc with the  other members of the Board on mate
ters of fundamental polley. If so, supporters of the School ought to
know about it. Straicht dealing would rcquirc an unqualificd stato=-
ment of the difforcnec of opinion which led to the resignation, so
that other Georgists can make up thcir minds on the issuc involved.

Thosc who know lMr, Nellson, cven I1f only throuch his admirablc rcecord,
rcgret deoeoply the loss the School has sustaincd by his resipgnation,
Hls rcputation in gencral 1s so much wider and morc important than
that of all the other Trusteccs combined, that comparison is unthink-
ablo, Not only is he a writer of reputc, and a forcoful spcaker, but
his rccord as a protagonist for Henry Gecorge in this country and his
native Encland dates back ncarly half a ccentury. He is indcod that
kind of fricnd of the Truth of whom George wrote:

"eeoselt will find fricnds - thosc who will toil for it3
suffer for it; if nced bo, dic for it," :

Ter

¢ cannot afford to losc such friends. 'Yhy did I'r. Neilson fccl
Impelled to resion?

THAITKS /

The AOTTA Committcc acknowlcdges rcceipt of (10,08 contributed by
supportcrs to help defray our cxpcnscs. Your further contributions arc
golicited. %Yo do NOT have a 400,000, cndowment, you scc, (No war
Savings Stamps pleasc.)

Can anyonc offcr us the usc of a mimcograph machinc on which to run
off the AOTTA? That would save us a bit of moncy,.
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QUE_UNINOWI_PCLICY
When an - gmigsary from Albany camc down to quiz the Trustcecs on the
Tgsoundncss! of our tcachinga - a matter which had bcon put under sus-
picion by cxccrpts from FREEMAN cdivorials on the now outmoded theory
of natural rights <« hc intimated rather cleverly, we have been told,

that the special privilege granted to the School via the charter
might be abrogated if we did not bchave.

This spceial priviloge amounts to tax cxcmption on our rcal cstate.
This is somcthing not to be sncczed at} at lcast thatts what the
Trustecs thought, and they scem to have hastened to assurc the powers
that George gocs along pretty well with the status quo, and that the
‘ School which bears his namc will be particularly carcful to keep in
tunc with the currcent trend., We have no definite information to that
cffeect, but we understand from rcmarks madc sotto vocc by some
Trusteces that their rcport to Albany will prove satisfactory,

Have you scen a copy of this report?
Neither have wce,

It was not written up by any of the Trusteccs, nor indced, by any of
the faculty - the men and women who tcach at the School, and arc
supposcd to know what the School is all about, A Mr. Lissncr was
cmployecd to do the job. We understand that this gentleman taught a
class at the School in 1937, and wc arc told that whilc the subjoct
was supposcd to be George's "Scicnce of Political Economy" it dealt
with othor writers! ideas, with spceial rcforcnce to "modern"
cconomists from Karl Marx down, At any ratc, thls man has not taught
in the HGSSS since 1937. ‘herce he got the knowlcdge for a report on
the policy of the School is thercefore a mystery; for he certainly
could not have gotten it from pcrsonal contact in teaching at the
School,

Now, pcrhaps you rcccived a reprint of a lctter signed by John Dewey,
the emincnt pragmatist and booster of "social controls", in which he
says the report to Albany mects with his approval, So, wo know that
the Trustees, Dr, Dewey and, of coursec, thc strancer to the School who
wrotc 1t, have scen this briocf on George's rcgularity ~ BUT NOT THE
TEACHERS,

Now, this rcport, we arc led to bellove by the Trustecs, is the final
word on ‘the policy of the School, It presumes to tell how the insti-
tution is organized, what its purposc is, how it tcaches, what it
tcachcs, how the tcachers arc sclcetcd, what standards of ecducation
prevall, and all about the subjecct mattor. Also, undoubtedly, how the
mistakes of the past will be rectificd, with assurances that non=
conforming hcads will summarily be chopped off, Of this last surmisc
we- have some documcntary substantiation.

The policy of a school must be carricd out by its tcachers, How clsec
can 1t be made cffcctive? But how arc thc tcachers of the HGSSS going
to darry out this "now cducational policy" if they dont't know what it
1s? 1Imoginc a coach telling his tecam to carry out a plan of action
without telling them anything about the plan, That's the situation -
the faculty of the HGSSS is in,
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It may bc smart to kecep this statement of poliey in thedark, = Perhaps
the Trustccs aim to fool the politiciane; that is, maybe they hope to-
protecct the School's speclal priviicge with a statement of new policy,
but plan to carry on with-the teoackinge of unadulterated Georgism as
in the past. Thon, ageain, It wmight to that publicatlon of the policy
statement would sour many luyal supportcers of the School, particularly
the moncy contributors:. That is not cxactly honcst, but when you go
in for cxpediency honcsty becomes superfluous baggage.

We tecachers arc cxasperatingly befuddled by the procedurc, pcrhaps
becausc as followers of Henry George we arc inclined to be stupidly
straightforward and incapablc of following thc iIntricacices of slick

Guys .
o want to know the stated pelicy of the Schoole .

ilc intend to know it

If it is not forthcoming soon, wc give noticc to the Trustoes that we
wlll go to Albany to asccrtain from the charter-givers all about the
policy wec arc supposcd to be carrying out,

Pcrhaps thoy!ll tcll use .

VIA THE GRAPEVINE
Onc Trustcc has said that it is unwisc to rclcasc their statcment of
policy until the Doard of Regoents have handed down their decceision
becausc, if we do 1t now, "iiichacl J. Bernstein could get hold of it
and shoot it full of holcs."

Is the statcment that bad? If M.J.B. could "shoot it full of holcs"
what may wec cxpcct of thc Board of Regents, with théir collective
wisdom, and with thc acutc cxamincers and analysts at their disposal?

Another oxcusc advanccd by a Trustec, we arc told, is that we (the
tecachcrs at the HGSSS) might take some scntence in the report out of
its contcxt and distort its meaning! Well, the distrust 1s mutual,

Perhaps you have hcard some other cxcusc advanced for failing to
rclcasc the Trustcos! statement of policy. Scend in the story that was
dished out to you., A compilation of these would no doubt prove
amusing - and sharply illuminc the confusion and lack of consistency
which now agitates our Trusteccs,.
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT

For fecar of reprisals which may bc attompted against tcachers of the
HGSSS who support the AOTTA, a number of thoem have indicated their
support verbally, but have asked that their names not be mentioncd.
Out of rcspecct to their wishcs the namecs of members of - the AOTTA
COMMITTEE will not bc published, and I, Danicl Goodman, accept full
and complctc responsibility for all matcrial appecaring in the AOTTA,




May 18, 1942

AOT TA

BY THE RIGHT OF LABOR

Since the beginning of this year the Trusteecs of the Henry George
School of Social Science seem to have adopted a policy of keeping
the faculty in complete darkness in all matters relating to the
future of the School, Whether this hush-hushedness 1s a policy,
or a timidity resulting from lack of policy, we cannot tell, 1In
either event the effect on the morale of the faculty ls the same,
The air at 30 East 29 Street 1s thick with distrust, suspicion,
and bitterness., And, as is always the result when there is a
hiding of essential Information, rumors built around slight re=
marks or insignificant facts add to the confusion.

The Trustees own the School. We do not question their property
rights. Just as monopoly rent is legal, so the corporation law
under which the School operates gives the legal right to the
Trustees to run the School as they p2case, even, if they wish, to
promote ideas which are as feoreirn to the teaching of the man for
whom the School is named as is holy water in hell.

But we teachers of the philosophy of Henry George have some rights
too, and they have the moral sanction of labor, Ve give our time,
our effort, and our devotion to the ideal for which we believe the
Sehool was founded and endowed., \le trained hard that we might be
better teachers; we read, study and observe that we may carry on
mere effectively., We were proud to feel that this is OUR School;
nay, more, we werc TOLD that the faculty IS the School. e
believed that - and we believe 1t stilll

Therefore we resent the attitude of the Trustees in keeping us
completely in thedark on matters vitally affecting the future of
the School and its teachings. We have a right to know, If the
Trustees plan to "interpret" George into something he did not
write (to protect their property rights) that's their business,
but our business is not in such a School.

It is the intention of the group of teachers who are sponsoring
these AOTTA letters to find out what is gecing on, And we intend
to use this method to keep those Georgists who are sincerely
interested in the School and the philosophy, including instructors
who are unable to be with us for one reason or another, informed
as to what 1s going on at the School,

We have lost confidence in the Trustees. We fear what they intend
to do with the School, and we have reason to believe they plan a
"revision" of Henry George.

Our object is constructive; we aim to save the School for Georgism.
/e aim to save 1t in spite of the Trustees if need be. None of us
have any personal ambition to advance,
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Now, this AOTTA is the first of a series we shall issue. In each
one we shall publish the facts, rumors, and suspiclons which are
causing disharmony to replace the co-operative camaraderie that
characterized the School in past years., If the Trustees wilsh to
answer any statements made in thesc letters, we shall publish them,

AOTTA means "As One Teacher To Another", and it signifies associa-
tion in equality. It does not mean that the owners of the School
are the owners of the conscience of the faculty; it cannot be
Minterproeted" into a master-and-slave relationship,

Maybe you think we are unduly apprehensive as to what is golng on,
but the cvidence all points in one direction - perversion of the
truths cnunciatcd by Henry George. Read theose lssucs of the AOTTA -
then decide,

THE AOTTA COMLITTED

Danicl Goodman Richard Brennan
Harold S, Bock Peggy Brennan

Sidney Bernstein Ami Mali Hicks

ANYOLNE who is intercsted in Saving the
School for Henry George can joln this
Committec by merely cxpressing his desire.

Address: The AOTTA Committece
324 Elmwood Avenue
Brooklyn, N, ¥,

We invitc you to submit material for the
AOTTA, The AOTTA 1s being scnt only to
members of the faculty and volunteer staff
of the Henry Gecorge School (as well as to
the Trustces), and to ACTIVE Georgists in
the movement., Thesc lctters arc not being
sent to inactivc graduatcs end students,
nor are they being discussed with students,

FRANKNESS
At a conference between a Committee of the Faculty and somc members
of the Board of Trustccs, discussing a suggestion designed to

remove the friction now so apparent, one Trustec made the follow-
ing remark:

"I don't trust your sincerity,"

A teacher retorted:

"We don't trust your ability,"
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Dear Fellow=Georgists
The exchange of correspondence which appears in the following pages is perhaps

self=explanatorye But because of the grave and significant issues involved, I consi=

der it absolutely imperative to make clear to Georgists who read these letters the

motives which impelled me to present them in this mannere These copies are being dis=

tributed only among those whose connection with the School has been extremely close,

to those whose devotion to the teachings of Henry George and vhose interest in foster=

ing the growth and expansion of the School have been evidenced by the substantial sac=f

rifices b¢ time, effort and money which they have madees But I feel that it is pre=-

nisely those persons who should be made acquainted with the nature of the controversy 424_tﬁ#e

which the existence of this correspondence indicatese And because there was no other Vi

neans by which it was possible for me to reach them, (as will be obvious from a read= <:}¥A4~

ing of whet follows), I have adopted this particular method, timeehonored in the hist %? 4

ory of social controversye s “tq

Very sincerely yours, [ ). rs
Michael Je Bernstein AL Nand L

July 17, 1941 ] e
g %,

Dear Trenk,
As you have undoubtedly gathered from cur meny conversations, I take issue with
eértain views to which you have committed yourselfs
As long aé you confine yourself to expressing your views in conversation around a
comnon table, those disagreeing with you are able to answer on an équal footinge
However, through access to the editarial columns of the Freeman, you are able to
reach several thousand people, while those of us at the School who disagree with you
are at a disadvantage in this respecte A
Thereforé I have written the enclosed letter to you, in your capacity as Editor of
“he Freeman, which I feel you should publish in recognition of the fact that there
can be honest difference of opinion between Georgists on the issues I have raiseds
i lthough I know that it is a common practise among editors to cut letters addressed
%o them for publication, I must ask you not to do so in this case as I feel that this
would mutilate my argumente
I am certain you will recognize that conditions have left me no honorable alterna=.
tive then to set myself publicly on record in favor of the views I holde
Sincerely,
Michael Je Bernstein

Nl

Adas
L
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July 17, 1941
T¢ the Editor of The Freemants

At the recently concluded Concluded Convention of the Henry George School of Social
Science, the assistant editor of The Freeman emphatically declared that those who dise=
agree with the periodical's policy or practice are warmly welcome to submit their
criticismse y

As one who, for meny months, has viewed with grave alarm the direction of The Free=
man's editorial policy, I teke this occasion to protest most vigorously against the
»ias which has been permitted to oreep into the editorial columns of what professes
%> be a strictly non=political Georgist journale

Tnasmuch as The Freeman is regarded by most of its readers (and is meant to be so
rogarded) as the organ of the Henry George S¢hool, reflecting what many sincerely
helieve to be the Schoolt!s official teaching, I deem it my duty to point out that the
nagazine's editorials are merely the editor's opinions and interpretationse Not only
aré they not Georgists in many instances they are flatly anti=Georgiste They are rare=
ly, if ever, based on any thorough factual research, but are built rather upon 5.§riori
generalizations and facile assumptionse They exclude from consideration all the facts
save o few (a very few) which do not conflict with the premises, and arrive at con=
clusions which do not necessarily follow from the evidence presentede




P =
-2 -

What is more, many of the artiocles to which I refer are obvious examples of special
pleadinge They represent an anti=British bias, as well as a contempt for political
dsmocracys they manifest & cynicism ebout spiritual values which large sections of
mankind have, through the agencies of church, law and voluntary associations, paine
fvlly acquired through the long centuries, a cynicism identical with the irreverent
dsbunising so prevalent (and so deadly) during the postewar yearse 2

This attitude, this spirit which pérmeates the Freemanis editorials, although it
attempts, most elumsily in my opinion, to cloak itself in Henry Georges PRofound
faith in human dignity and the desifability of human freedom, is in reality the orude-
est sort of bellyewant materia lism, direotly opposed to the spirit of George's
weaching, and does not, when occasion lends itself, refrain from stooping to a per=
version, as well as a disregard for historical faocte v

As this is meant to be a Letter to the Editor, and not a contributed article, I
wi.l confine myself to several examples from & recent issue, and if the Editors of
the Free man challenge me to prove my other assertions, I shall be pleased to accomo=
dute them in a more detailed letter for a subsequent issuee

On page 150 of the May 1941 issue there appears an article called "From Paul to
reter," dealing with the military resistance offered by Yugoslavia to the recent
G-e:man invasione Here are some quotationsie

"That the populace of Yugoslavia was determined to preserve the independence of
“heir country from German-domination, even against the sell=out attempted by now
degposed rulers, just proves that they had become adjusted to their slavery and feared
e Hitlerian readjustmente (Perhaps they should have welcomed it as an improvement?
¥{B)s "It does not prove that they are a free people, economically or politicallys"

"So, Yugoslavs prefer slavery under their own masterse That's all there is to it
el any romanticism about liberty fighting tyranny is gratuitouss"

Vow herets a quotation from PROGRESS AND POVERTY, Book IX, Chapter IVs=

"It is not selfishness that enriches the annals of every people with heroes and
sa ni3se It is not selfishness that on every page of the world's history bursts out
22 sudden splendor of noble deeds or sheds the soft radiance of benignant livese It
wa; not selfishness that turned Gautamaet!s back on his royal home or bade the Maid of
Creeans 1ift the sword from the altar; that held the three hhmdred in the rass ég

-

Theimonylae, of ﬁé%ﬁeredginﬁ3“W§EEETFiea’s bosom the sheal Of Spears; e e e

R il

{enphesis mine, MJB)e _

Apparently Henry George did not share the cynicism of the Freeman's editore He
did not believe that the French and Ste Joan, the Swiss and Winkelried were either
ctupid or slavish or debased for resisting the foreign conquerorse” Why, he even
edinired the Spartan landlords and slaveeowners, who under Leonidas, fought to the
Tast man in defense of their native land against the barbaric Persian invaderse
Fatriotism which manifests itself in defense against armed aggression held for him
the highest moral grandeur, And he did not seek to exoferate the aggressors in the
belief that their aggression was not really their fault, but only the fault either
of their poverty or of their need for the land that their adversaries were wrongly
withholding from thems : 2

Let us examine another pearl from the Freeman rosaryes On page 182, the same issie,
is an editorial with the title "Conscripts Forever's Its first paragraph reads as
followss= ;

"Time was when a despot would march his amy up to a town, declare his intention
to shoot it up and promptly proceed to do soe If victorious, he ensconced himself
in the seat of government, outlewed the old forms and installed the "Ideology" Wwhich |
to him seemed desirable and perhaps profitables Thet was the way of King David,
Aleéxander the Great, Genghis Khan, Caesar, Napoleon and George Washingtone It was
forthright, and one knew in advance what to expecte" :

One scarcely knows where to attack this gross perversion of fact, this transparent
attempt to defile with cynical contempt the neme of one of Americal's greatest patriots.
To couple George Washington with the murdefous conquerer Genghis Khan, and to attrie
bute identical motives and methods to both, is the nadir of blind "destructionism”,

e very frenzy of iconoclasm whose distorted vision has blinded it to all the vdlues®
that decent men hold precious, as well as to the facts themselvess “Washington, who,
whatever else he said or did, refused a crown, refused a third term, helped to form=
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ulat? the UsSe Constitution, and vhose later adult life constituted one long service
t? 111:,.fellow-coun'brymén; and the Freeman classifies him with Genghis Khan who ordered
el prisoners murdered, and piled up literally mountains of skulls on the lands he
conquereds llalice and slander have here combined in a manner which will sicken every
true Ceorgiste '

Lot me assure you that Henry Gedrge did not share this point of views In Chapter
IV, 3ook X of PROGRESS ANR POVERTY, he is discuss_ing the corruption of popular gove
ernment in our great cities, énd the sordid characters who there so frequently secure
public officee He says, "Why, there are many sleotion districts in the UsSe in which
e George Washington, a Benjamin Frenklin, or a Thomas Jefferson could no more Bo to
the lower house of a State Legislat ure than under the Ancient Regime a base=born
peasant could become a larshal of Francée Their very character would be an insuper=~
able disqualificatione” (Emphasis mine, 14JB) N 73 ¢

: VZ(E am looking forward to an opportunity to prove the cther assertions made in this
eUTterle ¢

Yours very truly,
Michael Je Bernstein
Zmd 22, 1941
Dear like,

Your letters, addressed to lre Chodorov, have been turned over to mee

Communications intended for the "Letter to the Editor" column should conform them=
selves to the space availables I have, for example, a letter from another member of
the faculty, on the same subject as your but taking quite the opposite point of views
I should not think of giving it more than 200 words, if indeed I thought it worth
printing at alle 3

Every contribution, of whatever kind and from whatever source, is subject to a
double editinge The first takes place when the manuseript is being prepared for the
printere  For this editing I am aliwmys willing to consult the writer, if he so
requests, and give due consideration to his wishese The second editing takes place
when the peges are made up, in order to make the material fit the space availablee
For this editing a consultation is usually not possibles’

I am alweys glad to get good material for The Freeman, and if you will condense
your letter and sutmit it on the same basis as ow other contributors, I shall cer=
tainly be happy to consider it for publicatione '

Very cordidlly yours,
e —————— - e = e = e i ;e wme wm we == Paul Poach, Ass!t Ede of Freeman

July 27, 1941
Dear lre Chodorovs .

On July 22nd, I feceived a letter from Paul Peach in reference to my Letter to the
Editor of July 17th, which you turned over to hime He informs me that he rejected
my letter as it stood because it did not conform to the 20Q=word -limit he has'set %
all letters to the Editore ;

In view of the fact that you did not reply to my letter, I do not know whether or
not you agree with my assertion that the views expressed in the Freeman are those of
one man with w_hich other Georgists may have principled disagreement ¢ I repeat t his
assertion and am confronted with the following dilemmas since eleven pages of the
periodical are devoted to strictly factual and "non=cohtroversial" articles, sevén
pages to editorials ,leaving four pages to School news and Letters to the Editor,
there is apparently no space provided for a detailed exposition of views in disagree=
ment with the editorialse It is obvious that suoh views could hardly be given fair
treatment in 200 words, in answer to months of sevenw=page editorializinge _

The suggestion has been made = & good one, I think = that same of the editorial
space be relinquished in order to provide roam for the exposition of contrary viewss
I am placing this suggestion before you in the belief that & prudent policy would
not bind the Freeman and hence theSchool to partisan commitments on political ques=
tions to which Georgism gives no one unequivocel answer, not to mention considerations
of tolerance and sportsmanshipe

I hope to hear from you soon on this suggestione y
Sincerely,
MichaelrJe Bernsteina
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July 29, 1941
Dear Mike,

I turned over your previous letter in which you take exception to the editarial
atiitude of the Freeman to Paul Peach without any commente Obviocusly I do not con=
sider your point of view Georgist at alle For that reason I desired to get Paul's
reactiom without being influenced by anything that’I might saye Besides, Paul has
corrlote charge of the getting out of the Free man, and except for consultation with
me !5 Cesides on what will go into the body of the papers ;

i.e brought back your letter and asked me whether I wanted to run ite I told him
lie could do just as he pleasese His reaction was expressed in the letter that he sent
=0 you, without any influence or direction by mee It would seem from this that he
too 13 satisfied that your position is not Georgist at all, and that this position
shorld therefore not be given +&iring in the Freema n, which is supposed to be an
interpretation of current events in the light of Georgist philosophye

Your suggestion that some of the editorial pages be turned over to self=appointed
cditors is rather a bizarre onee There are antimsemitic Georgistse Do you think
Lhat editorials firam such writers should appear in the Freeman? There are Protec=
tionist Georgistse Should we run their Protectionist editarials in the Freemen? I
Lave received letters fram graduates of the School who object to anti=socialistic
editorials, and who urge a favorable attitule towards Marxisme Does this belong in
a Georgist publication? Some Georgists have written me that the solution of our
cconémic problems is in the solution of the money qiestionse To follow your sugges=
tion, these too should bé given prominence in the Freemane .

The editor of & paper, like the head of any busihess, is the fimal arbiter of all
“hat goes into that papere In a journal of opinion, the editor's duties are even
1ore definites He must select the materiel which in his opinion follows the line of
“hought which that journmal wishes to popularizee

Now, whether you like it nr not, I happen to be Director of the School and Editor
of the Free man, by choice of the Board of Trusteese While I try to be amenable to-
reason, to weigh suggestions of other people whose judgment and knowledge I respect,
I would be derelict in my duty and untrue to myself if I permitted the Freeman to
carry thoughts which, in my opinion, are completely gontrary to the philosophy of
Hemry Georgee And much of what you express is of that kindj again, in my opinione

The customary column of expression of opinions by readers is "Lettefs to the
Editor" columne Because of the limited smount of space in the Freemean, Paul has made
e rule that no letter to the editar should be over 200 wordse I think that we cen
afford to give a full column, which contains 300 words in six point type, to any good
iettere But I will not éountermsnd the orders of & subordinate in whose judgment I
have absolute confidence, and for that rea son I let him handle your letter in his
om waye ; ’

For your infommation, if you are interested, I have made inqiries as to the extent
to which your attempts to Méﬁ#ﬂ@%&% from a Georgist point of view
has taken root among the teachers @ school and if the teacheys have been honest
with me in their expression there isn't one who agrees with yous There are several
who believe that as & makter of expediancy the war is necessary, but not ofe attempts
to justify the war an Georgist groundse And, further for your information, your
views in Chicago at first areused a laugh and then bitter antipathye

Thus you see I have checked up to find out to what extent tﬁ: present emotionalism
has affected the teachers of the school, and I am gratified to say that yours seems
to be the only virulent casee Under such circumstance, I see no reason why I should
chenge the policy of the paper and to pérmit it to be a vehicle for the twisting of
Georgism into something which it is not, according to my opinione

In re~manualizing the Progress.and Poverty course during the past few weeks I
have had more confirmation of the correctness of my position on the political situa=
tion than I had befarée And I therefore take the liberty of suggesting to you that
you ree=read that book, particularly books VII and Xe ;

Yours sincerely,

Frank Chodorov

Director (of HeGeSeSeSe and
Editor of the Freeman)
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Dear Mre Chodorovs

Your letter of July 29th make one thing abundantly clear; that you are detemined
to pursue your present policy in The Freeman:= & policy which eonsists of your eval=
uation of the present world situation, elevated by assertion and the weight of authe
ority your office lends you, to the position of "The Only Truly Geargist Attitude
Toward the Ware" This position has, therefare, been made the position of “the Freeman
and hence of the Schoole Even a hasty glance at the current issue (Auge,1941) can
leave no doubt of thate p

You have made it sufficiently clear as well, that you intend to give no space to
the expression of dissident views on current world questions beyond that portion of
the "Letter to the Editor" colum (1/3 of & pege) which your assistamt will r ation
to such a letter, provided he "thinks it worth printing at alls"

~ You support your conseqient monopoly on policy=making by the following arguments:-

1s In your opinion, (not to mention that of your "subordinate"), my views are anti-
Georgisty 2e You are "whether I like it or not" the final arbiter of what goes into
t he m agaziney 3¢ Your"inquiries" have convinced you that not a single member of the
faculty toawhom you have spoken shares my views on the present worlde=crisise

Let us consider these arguments one by onee

How gualified are you to detemine what views are or are not Georgist? It is im=-

possible to take seriously such an assumption of omniscience from onmewhoi le declared
in the pamphlet "Educating for a Free Sociéty"” (first published in Scribner's Commen=
tator) that George "chose the 'single=~tax?, a minop detail in his economic and socisl
s ystem" (emphasis mihe, MeJeBs); 2 rejécts Geerge!s advocdoy of government owners=
ship and operatim of natural monopolies, such as railroeds, etcy 3e rejects all .
political action and decries George's use of it; 4e repudiates George's hope "that it
may be the mission of this Republic to'unite all nations of English speech e o e
in a league which, by insuring justice, promoting peace, end liberating commerce will
be the .foferunnerrof a worldeyide féderation.thet will make war the possibility of
e past age, and turn to works of usefulness the enormous forces now dedicated to des=
tructions" 35¢ doés not share George's views on cheap=money (desirability of inflaw=
tionary methods), and his proposal to repudiate the national debt; 6e does not sharee
"\ George's approval of taxes on consumption for ostentation; 7e avoids George's explan=
ation of interest; 8e completely disagrées with Gedrge'!s religious view=point and
belief in immortalitys; 9e unlike George, disp arages defense of one'!s native land
against foreign aggressiony 10e disagreeing with George, believes that thé mainspring
and rootecatuse of human behavior is the desire for material satisfactionsi lle does
not approve, as did George, the assumption by government of extraordinary/in emere
gency situationse - powers
There are others, but I feel. I have said enough to make my pointe I myself share
some of your disagreements with Henry George, but the very fact that such disagree~
ments exist should make impossible for anyone not himself 100% orthodox (if that Were
desirable) the role of heresy=huntere As is evident from the possibility of wide
disagreement on the issues enumerated above, George did not hdve an unequivocal
answer to all the immediate and future problems facing society; for example, the:

(< guestion of national defenses Yet presumably the pointeof=view on this question’as
expressed in your Freemen editorials is "The Georgist One"s An innocent reader , or
even & government agent who had never spoken to you, would unquestimably gather
from these editorials that you are unaltérably opposed to any defense program whatso=
evers However, in conversation with you, I have frequently heard you deny that you
are a pacifist and assert that you believe in fighting "only vhen the General Francos
come marching down the streets” From which it follows as a necessary conclusion from
your own admission, that the question when defense should begin or the area In which
it should operate is one to be decided, not by recourse to George's writings, but as
purely a matter of military strategy, which neither you nor I are competent to discusse

\/ And yet in editorial after editorial in the Freeman you have attacked the present
., defense program in every conceivable waye Had you but followed the line of the Britis
Xy Georgists as reportéd in "Land end Liberty" youwr position would have been gquite George
,\;\g,‘“ \ ist on the one hand, and far less dangerous to the best interests of the School, on
W the othere
‘\r} Incidentally I have been carefully re=examining The Freeman fram its first number
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omverde And I have made several interesting discoverieses In the early issues, edited
by Will Lissner, considerable space was devoted to a treatment of fascist totalitare
ienism, the menace which its growth held for the world and a recgnition of the qual=
itative and hence fundamental differences betweén it and thé imperféct but nontheless
democratic social systems prevailing in England, the UeSesAs, France, etce This
emphasis tended to disappear with your inoumbency, and during the past year and one=
1alf was actually transformed into a point=of=view which refuses to recognize that
sueh a distinction has my significancé, either for Georgists, ar for the unfortunate
millions who in France, Czechoslovakia, Norway end Demmark have, forcefully been placed
under the Fascist yokee And despite your oral references to the "General Francos"
my examination of your articles and editorials fails to disclose that you ever so
much as mentioned him or his movement during the period in which he was acting as the
instrument for bringing Spain under the heellof the Axise You have filed to evince
¢ similar delicacy in your frequent references to President Roosevelt, George Washing=-
won, Secretary liorgenthau, and other objects of your antipathy both in the UsS. and
Great Britain, but in yowr treatment of Hitler, Mussolini and their movements, have
nearly approximated, in the pages of the Freeman, the amount of space you formerly
"devoted" to General Franéoe

In your third argument, you assure me that not only do your actions meet the ap=
proval of your conscience (and that of your assistant) but equally of all the teachers
with whom you have spoken vote of confidence would bé formidable indeéd had
the plebiscite been more ubiquit My own modest inquiries, following yours, reached
& number of instructors who had not been polled, and indeed were somewhat offénded
at having been excluded, although I assured them that you are a very busy mne While
T do not d oubt your word, I think you would agree, as a practiocal matter, that we
ought both t6 be present when the votes are countede

Of course, I am unable to speak for "Chicago"e Your report of their reactions
upon hearing my views left me deeply disturbede I met and chatted with some of the
Chioago delegates at the Comvention and found them ostensibly well=balanced and
fairly sophisticated mene Therefore, I am led to wonder exactly what you could have
said to arouse in them such & tempest of hilarity turning into such bitter hatee

Since experience has shown that you are not immune to "misunderstandings" of things
I have said in conversation with you, I would frankly prefer to speak my views myself,
But since you may have ocoasion to discuss them when I am not present, I shall set
them forth clearly and carefully for the purpose of providing you with unmistakable
documentary evidence regarding theme y

"In the late fall of 1939, shortly after the war broke out, in conversation with
Mre Dorn and myself, you stated quite categorically that the School and the Freeman
should avoid commitments on what was a very dangerous poditical questior, namely,
the attitude of the UsSe to the ware During the time which has elapsed, I have com=
pleted the giving of seven(7) classes in Democracy versus Socialism, in the oonduct
of which I refrained as carefully as I could fran partisan political bias and dis-
cussion, in the halve belief that this practisé was being faithfully followed through-
out the Schoole During recent months, hovever, I have discovered, to my dismay, that
in the conduct of both the Freeman and the Teacher Training classes, you have failed
to exercise similar discretione

In view of the fact that political discussion has been forbidden in the classrooms
and has now been forbidden throughout the entire building (see those unbelievable
signs plastered all over the walls) you, through the agency of thé Freeman, and the
virtual exclusion from its columns of thage who disagree with you, have been left
with a complete monopoly for the propagation of partisan, biased, distinctly Eolitioa]
viewse : ;

The inequity of such a state of affairs would, to the fair-minded observer, seem
soarcely credibles Yet the pnormityjof it is equalled, if not surpassed, by the den=
gers to which such a course of conduct must inevitably expose an institution such as
ourse In these critical times, this danger threatens not only our charter, our prive
ileged fiscal status, but indeed the very existence of the School itselfe

If the Freeman must continue tb appear, I would like to imake e suggestion for a
change in its policy, which would, if faithfully adhered %o, eliminate the undesirable
features I have already describede It is obvious that no discussion of significant
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current events can possibly escape a "political" treatments Therefore I feel that the
magezine. should confine itself to dealing with School news, items of interest about
the Georgist movement as a whole, and to the publication of purely theordtical articles
of a strictly economic and not of a sociological and politic'gr_ﬁ_a%um exam=
ple of this abstract method of treatment can be found in Profe HeGeBrown's "The Eco=
nomics of Taxation," particularly Chapters III and IVe This would not only have the
benelicial effect of solving the problem under discussion, but in my opinion would
be n adjunct for the use of teachers in their classes immeasurably superior to the
sletehily documented, rarely substantiated, explosively controversial material now pro=
r.ced by the Freemane '

Were it not for limitations of time and space, I could go on enumerating the issues
upon which we disagree, and a detailed and precise exposition of my viewse However,
wlat causes me considerable uneasiness is the fact that I can be certain that my per=
soml attitudes are ascurately understood only by those with whom I have had direct
or private discussion, and grossly misunderstood by those who have gotten them second=
hande Where you stand is a matter of recorde Seven pages of monthly editorializing
in the Freeman plus an occasional signed article have made your position plaine So
I would like to make the following proposals a debate between us in the School audi=
torium to w hich all teachers, trustees, volumteer workers and advenced students, etce
should be invitede The topic for debate might very well be eny or all of the issues
raised in this correspondence betwee n use OFf if you prefer some other subject, the
following list should provide sufficient alternatives from which to chooset
lo The Consequences of a Nazi Victorye 3 s
2, Meeting Germany's New Trade Polioy (The Freeman, Apre 1941, pe 135)
3¢ The Economic Interpretation of History
44 Civil Liberties = For ihom? : ; g
5 Has the Negro Benefited Thru Emancipetion? (The Freeman, Febe 1941, pe 74)

6» Did the Yugoslavs merely Resist a Change of Mesters? (Thé Freeman, May 1941, pe 15C
7, Does Conscription Doom Democracy? (The Freeman, May 1941, pe 152)

8. The "Real" Enemy Within(The Freeman, July 1941, pe 194)

9e Thy We are in the Var (The Freeman, Auge 1941, Pe 222) °

10.Buzzards With and Without Feete (The Freeman, Auge 1941, pe 220)

11l4that Georgism Means to Mee

You will note that I have cited certain of your Freeman articles in the list of pro-
posed topicse My purpose in so doing is simply thiss to indicate to you more specifi=-
cally then do the titles enumerated above exactly where my views are opposed to yourse
A reading of those articles will show you where we differs

I am optimistic enough to believe that you will not refuse to accept this opportu=
nity to make clear to our colleagues where we both stand, especially since the con=
troversy is being so widely discussed in the School and since it is at least as impor-
tant a topic for debate as the one you bad with Mre Gilbert Tucker on the question:
Organization = Yes or Nowes

Before closing I should like to call your attentim to several matters which a read-
ing of your letter as well as the ocurrent jssue of the Freeman raise in my minde There
is widespread agreément that the substance of the Freeman'segddtorials is almost en=
tirely destructive, and venomous in tane, which as has so aptly been pointed out,
cannot fail to leave the most unfavorable impressions on the readere As long as this
method is applied to men in public life or to historical characters it might, with
some charitableness, be assumed that the attacks are a matter of principlee But when
this technique is used to meke the Freeman & weapon for a personal assault on those ~
of your cowworkers (or former cosworkers) who have the temerity to disagree with you,
1% becomes, as & mutual acquaintance wrote me, "beneath contempte” The pseudo=enon-
ymity with which you pretend to hide the identity of your "victim" seems to me merely
e device to protect yourself from counter=attecke And your monopoly of The Freeman,
in any case, makes any effective reply extremely difficulte For your information, I°
am referring specifically to the following editorialss Héw I Lost a Friend - Freemen,
March, 1941y Lebensraum in South Americen = Freeman, Augyl94l,

In your letter you write, "There are antisemitic Georgistsey Do you think that
editorials from such writers should appear in the Freemen?" My answer is that they
should note But Albert Jay Nock whose opinions on the Jews and the Jewish question

s bEm b e e e A
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}}lave r_ecently become a mai.:ter of unsavory notoriety has appeared in the pages of The
Freeman, has been guoted in the Freeman, has been advertised in The Freemane And his
210'bu1‘e still hangs in the entrance hall of the School, an insult to the inemory of
ixenry Georgee . Very truly yours,
TS o : Michael J, Bernstein
PeSe "four statement about the division of authority as between yourself and your assis-
tant in the matter of deciding the content of the Freeman leaves me wholly unconcernede
By your own assertion, and as a matter of common knowledge, you are the final authority
on such questions and hence I have addressed myself exolusiv%ﬁr to youe

'-.Jhen"'You Cantt Do Business With Hitler", by Douglas Miller, wes published, Helen
Bernstein asked Paul Peach, Ass't Ede, for a copy that she might review it for the
Treemane The review she submitted was rejected by Mre Peach and his revised version
“ras suggested as a substitutee The original and revised reviews appear belowe

’ (Original)

'For the desire o one party however strong it may be, cannot of itself bring about
trades To every trade there must be two parties who mutuall y desire to trade, and
whose actions are reciprocals" (Emphesis mine, HB.)

"ind as trede beoomes free and extensivee e e 85 pirates and robbers are extirpated
and treaties of peace put an end to chronic warfere = so does wealth augment and civi=
Tization growe, R('E_m—ﬂ*sa-sis'ﬁim s DB o) ’

These paragraphs, written by Hemry George in 1886, recognize clearly that trade re-
quires mutwality and a trading area, freed, by force if necessary, from the deprada=-
tions of armed marauderse Douglas Hiller, who spent six of his fifteen years as com=
morcial attache at the UsSe Embassy, under the Nazi regime, has written a factual
account of & contemporary robber-collectivism which has substituted force for the prin-
ciple of mutualitye '

The most gigantic pirate in history is loose in the market=place which is the world,
bent on plunder and universal domination, its whole structure, from its beginnings,
geared to expropriation and the production of instruments essential to the "political”
~ather than to the "economic" means, to employ Oppenheimer's happy distinctione
- Hitler once said that Germany"must export or die"e Mre Miller demonstrates, con=
clusively, that Nazism "must fight or die"e Whe Hidhendous Nazi war machine requires
vast qua ntities of raw materials for its existences But it absorbs Germany'!s produc=
tive resources almost to the exclusion of the goods necessary to pay for these mate=
evialse Hence, the only alternative is to use the machine to acquire by violence the
wealth for which it cannot peye How this was accomplished is a matter of recent and
current historys and the end is not yets 2

The history of Nazi "trade" methods in the Balkans, LatineA merica and at home is
the history of an insatiable appetite which trampled underfoot the sanctity of con=
tracts and property rights in its frenzied drive for complete domination, which no
concessions, commercial, material or political, have appeasede ’

A victory for Hitler, warns lire liller, #ill enable him to organize Europe, Asia
and Africa into a huge self=sufficient unit, supported in the Pacific by the Japanese
Empire, and virtually "encircling" the Western Hemispheree In the face of this power-
ful opponent controlling most of the earth's resources end population, and bent on
world conquest, he believes that in sheer self=defense, the UsSeAe will become per=
manently totalitariany that its living stendards will fall to those of a blockaded
country, drained to feed its swollen defense forcesy and that a military dictatorship
will impose its rule permanently on a population to whom peace will have become only
the vaguest memorye lire liller is convinced that the sole hope of salvation lies in
not giving the Nazis the opportunity to orgenize their conq uestse IHis book is com=
pulsory reading for thoughtful Americens = especially those who believe thet "you can
do business with Hitlers"

Helen Bermstein

(revised review)

Trade requires mutuality and a trading area, freed, by force if necessary, from the
depradations of armed marauderse Douglas Miller, who spent six of his fifteen years
as commercial attache at the UeS. Embassy, under the Nazi regime, has written a des=
cription of this contemporary rdbber=-collectivism which has substituted force foF the
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;;.vri_n_c iple of mutualitye ‘

i leiarn (if we did not knowelready) that a gigentic pirate is loose in' the market=
placej ?I.i:he 11.for1d, bent on plundgr a‘Lnd universal dominatione His program, in all
tﬁi Cetails, is geared to expropriation and to the production of instruments peculiar
to the "political" rather than to the "econamic" meanse

_ Hitler once said that Germeny must "export a dies" Mre liller demonstrates con=
clucively tlat Naz ism must "fight or diey"anligpoiints the lesson of the ages that
~€3ourse to armaments is a.lwayTs followed by recourse to armse The tremendauis Nazi

" "T machine requires vast quantities ol raw materials for 1ts existencee It absorbs
;e meny's productive resources almost to the exclusion of the goods necessary to pay
“or these materialse The only al ternative is to use the machine to acquire by vio=
‘ence the wealth for which it cannot paye How this was accomplished is a matter of
"oeont and current history; and the end is not yete -

Uhe history of Nezi "tre de" methods in the Balkans, Latin-America and at home is
tho history of an insatiable rapacity which disregarded utterly every contractual
and property right in its frenzied drive for complete dominatione No concessions,
comnercial, material or political, have ever appeased ite

A victary for Hitl er, warns Mre lMiller, will enable him to organize Europe, Asia
and Africa into a huge selfesufficient unit, supported in the Pacific by Japan and
virtually encircling the iestern Hemispherees iith so powerful an opponent controlling
most of the earth's resources and population, and bent on world conquest, he believes
that in sheer self -deBénse the UeSe will become permenently totalitarian; that its
living standards will fall to those of a bloclkaded country, drained to feed its swollen
defense forces; and that a military dictators hip will Bmpose its rule permanently on
a population to whom peace will have become only the vaguest memorye Mire lfiller is
convinced that our sole hope of salvation lies in preventing the Nazis, at no matter
what coste from organizing their conquestse g b

To Those fatuous individuwals who still believe in Hitler'!s essential good faith,
+his book should carry comviction of errors To those who advocate our increased
participation in the war and find it simplest to denounce their opponents as "appeasers
it will be & welcane weapone But to the huge apathetic mass of the American people,
who hate Hitler's guts but still oppose owr going %o war, the book has little to offeres

Nobody thinks of denying liiller's factse They are not new; they have been common
mowledge for & long times But "You Cen't Do Business with Hitle " is not a judicial
~eview; it is a purely ex parte presentatioms To those who are genuinely in search
»f information not previows ly available, it has little value; to those who desire &
ropaganda weapon to incite Americans to war, it has somee 1

American cynicism has been nurtured with many lofty words and noble sentiments,
various numbers of Points, campaign promises and platform plankse The most extensive
propeganda machine in the world, with two years to work in, has hardly made a dent
in this oynicism, ahd it seems probable that the American people will eventually be
pushed into thé war, willyenillye Until then, they will continue to ask, "Yeahs so
we lick Hitlere And then what?" If Mre liller had answered that question, his book
would be monumentale

AcoompéuyivggliregPeach’s revised review was a request that if it were not aeceptable
to the reviewer, that the book be turned over to him so that he might review it in
time for the next issue of the Freemane In his note of request, Mre Peach said that
he could not permit quotations from George to appear in the Freeman in support of a
view he considas mistakene (Note that what appears in the original review as & direct
quotation from George, appears in the revised review without quotation marks and with-
out acknowledgmentj However, in every issue of the Freeman there are gseveral excerpts
from George, ieee, on the front cover and in the center folde Mre Peach usually
selects these quotations and"accepts full responsibility for themy" (even though his
neme does not appear as their selectors )
The following letter was written in replye




Aug, 19, 1921

Dear Paul,

Here is the booke Will you please return it to me as soon as you can since
Mike is in the midst of extracting material from it for an article he is writing?

In reading "your revision" of "my péview" I underlined certain of the "super-
#icial changes" (to use your expression) which you mades These changes, besides
»iring a completely false and inaccurate impression of the book, grind a political
cxe in precisely the mamer for which you condemn Mre Miller, Nat{irlich, I could
nardly sign my name to a review which I consider a distortion of truth and a panning
of what I consider a firsterate books (It is strange, incidentally, how even the
nost "scientific" minds approach a subject in which they are emotionally involveds
You have written the review of the Miller book (and were prepared to publish it) even
" before you read it and I'd bet my right hand that it will scarcely be affected by :
a reading of the booke This observation applies to all of us poor mortals, of course,
man being the imperfect creature he ise)

One or two points of information: "the most extensive propaganda machine in the
world" is indubitably not, as you think, the American (or shall I say Rooseveltian?)
but probably the Russian or the German, since propaganda in these countries is a
state monopolyes In the United Stetes, as I remmrked today, the vast majority of news-
naper readers get their news from jsolationist publications, as, in the past few
presidential elections, they read anti=Roosevelt newspaperse An article in the NEW
LUADER, two or three weeks ago, gave all the statisticse Even the Freeman adds its
it in the United Statess There are no Freemans in Russia or Germany’

Second, in all friendliness, I would caution you not to put too much faith in
the "apathy" and "eynicism" of the American masses. Remember, for one thing, that
the magses are not nearly as apathetic or cynical as some Georgists I know in regard
0 the question of aid to Britain., Since you speak so confidently about the state of
mind of the mation, I assume you get your information from the independent polls,
just as we all dos The polls show, as I recall, that while approximately 80% are
opposed to an immediate declaration of war on Germany, an equal number favor all=out
2id to Britain and about 60% favor convoys, which is even ahead of administration
pelicye This would indicate that their state of mind is not so much "Yeah; so we
lick Hitlere. And then what?" as "Let the other fellow do ite Wetre right behind
nime" I am not kidding myself into thinking that the American people hold my views
completely (although I do share their feeling to some extent about the other fellow
doing it) but I think you are kidding yourself into thinking that they share yourse
One more thing, there's no doubt that America backs its defemnse programe Do you?

It seems that we have rewersed places = that I am doing a 1ittle voluntary edit=-
ing of your still unborn, or shall I say prematurely born, review, I hope you don't
minde ;

While I am not using your revision of my review in the way it was intended, I
may use it to prdve 4 point in another connection, as well as your letters Since you
wrote the first for publication and the second for the sake of the record, I don't
think I am violating any confidence by showing them to other people. Incidentally,

I am truly sorry that we have been unable to effect some compromise on this thinge
Fratricide is always distressing, although I hope that is too stromg a term even for

an analogye
Helen Bernstein

P.S. I notice, with amsement, that the "400 to 500" word limit you imposed on my
review was considerably expanded when { wrote "your versions" It seems that the
problem of limited space is a barrier gﬁublication in the Freeman only when views

of which you disapprove are involved,
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Pecenber 1, 1941.

¥r, Aram Bashiem, 5
WWW“MI&M.
Boston, Ypsse .

Deay itr, Bashion:

I have reed cerefully tho resolutions, o copy of
which T vecoived n fow duys ago, signed by you and a mumber of the
"oraduntos, sdvanced o tudonts, teachers and workers of tho Boston
Bxtension of the nMa%nu!uumm submitted
with your lotter of Ootober 11, s bo LAND AND FREs=DON,"

. pisoussing the letter with one of my friends who
eloe rocoived coples, his remavk was, "Whatever the man's
intention may bo, 4t looks t0 ne 1iko a couplete vindioation of the
eourse lir, Chodorov is pursuing.” :

Your complaint, in the main, is that "THE FRESMAR"
tales 8 neutral tion in o war botweon foreign nations; quoting:
"rhe oditors of "THE FEERMANY have their eyes gluyed so elossly o
the microscope of tholr noedenie 14fo thotessssssssss” Ot0s

Outeide of the inforonce conveyed by the word
rderosoope, becmuse frequently tho view is teleseopic the impooche
M}M. Lot us hope that all your indiotments 1 ever be as

Guote: “idow, if Gcorgism were part of science....
esasna’ Gbos It 4s, w, it fs. All that the sowsalled Georgist
asks is that folk look the elementals of tical oconomy,
wich Henry George deseribed as, and with doseription from long

with both subjoets I em perforce in agrecmont;” as exact
nodcu:umr' seo the opening chapter of "PROGRESS ANWD



Quote: “Ho (Uoorge) know that the bo
long and hard and that we would need alliocs to aid us, and should ally

ourselves with other groups if they were going our wey."”

Is there no way that politically inelined men ean
ceive of the purpose of a school ag an agenay for di
And if a school doogbhis faithfully, may not understending follow? The
flonry Goorge Sehool of Soclal Seionce is the agency which, faster than any
other, is producing allies ngainst the day when right thinking shall result
in right action.

As for allying ourselves with othor groups == my experie
once for m-mwnmum'uthummmu
political field, spoaking for myself, I sey, "Not®
for doing so, or not deing so, is a bit of impertinence in which, I trust,
I shall not be found indulginge

:
L

_ Bow I want €0 go back & bit in your lottor. You use the
exprosclons == "if wo lose the war” and "if we win tho Wur.” I ask you =
avare that we are ot war, 7The Congress has not dee
clared war and, until it does, I, living under the provisions of the Cone
stitution of the United States, cannot recogrdze that we are at war,

It is true that our govornment bes underteken to
some of the wealth we daily produce, inclwiing some of mine, and wi
constitutional authority, to help other nations in their wars. I do not
approve, I am not at war, I hope we shall keep out of it.

Porhaps wo of the middle wost are stodpy and stupid ee
plain dunb, if you please; but the propapganda of the British Empire has
not yet driven us into s panio nor given us the jitters, ner has the Nasi
olemont accomplished more then to anuse us with their blsther. I speak not
for all, but for the grost majority.

Quote: "It is in timos of strain and diffioulty that
friendships are tried and proven."” Are you quite sure that you are not
helping to set up the strain and meke a difficulty?

I do not agree with everything in "THE FREDAN.® It
often seems n bit unorthedex mecording to my domys but I see no ooccasion
to edrcularize the neighbors about it. I em quite accustomed to disapree=
mont, oven with my close friends. Consequontly I cannot soriously sympee
thize with your compleint -= though, of sourse, I see no reason why, if

:
i
:
;




Pare &

Mr, Arem Bushian,
lonry Georpe Sehool of Social Seience,
Beaton, laose

- 12«1-41

you wish o make & loud nefbe hollering inte & rein barrel, thet you
should not do s0, and I am willing to be part of the barrel,

of s
you i

respectfully and Cordially Yours,

poury L. T. Tideman,
HLYTLP . Director.




December 9, 1 9 4 1

¥r, ¥, J. Bernstein
Apartment 1LF9

10 uonree itreet
New York, NHew York

My dear Mr. Bernstein:

Seme time since, I received from you a set of mimeographed copies of correspondence
between yourself and the editor and managor of the FRERMAN, I read it and reread

it and went over it several times. It had good writing; but nothing that I would ~
consider worth all the trouble you were at to got it out, The editor would not

print your stuff. So what? He frequently, usually in faet, turns mine down,

Agein, so wvhat?

)

m:c to offer interference with the work of the HO:GS, Nay I express
mysel

I. "Propogsed policy for the Homry George School.” '

(2) A cessation of all attacks on other Georgist groups---ete." Xxoept by
those whose in‘ured vanity impels them to attack the Georgists who manage the
fiohool and the FRERMAN,

11. "Proposed sdministration of the School,"
(a) "The adeption by the School of & Constitution and iy-laws providing for
demosratic admind stration,” Consistent with the requirements for legal corpo-
rate existence, I oonsider the Sehool to be completely democratic. No one is
required to attend, no one isrequired to help, everyone is free to come or assist |
or to out and organize & competitive school, |
(v) tic selection of trustees, mechsnieal and legel details ® be worked |
| |
|

|
(
Now I have received your tentative progran to be presented at & mass meeting i
1

out,” we have it now, Those who choose o help do by that faet endorse and
mmlect the trustees,

(¢) "An elected committee to receive, considor and present to the trustees
suggestions, oriticisms and grievances,” '"hy go to the trouble of slecting them?
Fyerybody in the School can make his griewmnee, if any, known and get a hearing, .
just as you are doing and were offered. That the hearings should be conducted
as publie forums is a poor joke, Imagine the trustees of the University of
Chisage oanlling a meeting of students, alumni and frionds over such a elothes
line fight as yours. :

(4) "Formation of a faculty and student couneil.” For 15eweek and 10-week
student bodies? Be yourselfi You oan always got & comnmittee of representa-
.tives out of existing classes for anything you need dene, that will interfere
with the progress of the work and give you dl the problems of injured vanity
to solve that you think you should have, ,

(o) "Poliey of eppointing teachers (1) on the basis of morit alons in accordance
with (2) acoopted educational practices,” (1) lold examination to aduit a teacher
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whom we ask please to teke a olass? (2) Pay salaries? Quit hollering and go
raise o fund,

(f) "A small committee selected by the "faculty and student council." For what}

(g) "A willingness on the part of the School Administration to expériment with
new educational techniques in dissemination of Georgism, both of a popular and
scholarly mature." "lNew educational techniques" = regular six-bit phrase; good
workt 'hose money should we spend on the experiments? With the rest I agree;
if you quote me, don't abbreviate; the FRERMMAN for popular exposition class room
for scholastio,

(h) "A willingness on the part of the School Administration to attempt to reach
and influence other progressive add liberal groups." Sure; if you can find them,
get them to subscoribe for the FREEMAN for their members,

III. Rgetification of abuses.

(a) A matter for the existing School Administration.
(b;‘ I don't know whom this is shot at; but it is nasty.
(¢) You say SCRIBNERS is "faseist." I cen read, and while I get annoyed with
it smetimes, I know I must not expect other people to consult my views when
they print. For your view you want tolerance; for the fellow who disagrees
with you, you want proscription. A bit gqueer. :

(d) Is thet why you indst on II (h) above?

(e) Surely. Tpat is why you employ a method of innuendo in III (a) and (Db);
it explains why you refer to the SCRIBNERS COMENTATOR as pro-fascist and why
you want "Edueating for e Pree Society" suppressed.

Now for general comment. If you wish to be tolerated you must be tolerated. If
you wish to be treated with kindliness, you must yourself be kind.

The School Administration is spending & fund entrusted to them, It is not ad
though they were spending their own money which they might devete to any cause
appealing to their ideal of democraey? Their business is to operate e School,
which like Henry George in PROGRESS AND POWENTY shall lay e philosophie basis
in the students' minds by the careful teaching of the elementals of political
economy and the philosophy of freedom such, that they shall appreciate the
J\utioo end expediency of his proposal. To spend funds on adventures with
liberal and progressive groups" would be a violation of trust. For myself,
I earnesily hope they will never do that end I cannot see how anyone could do
other than approve of every refusal so to do.

I an
Respectfully,

Henry L, T, Tideman
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D AND FREEDOM

150 NASSAU STREET —— NEW YORK

November 13, 1941

Mr. BEdwin Hamilton
155 North Clark Street
Chicago, Il1l.

Dear Mr. Hamilton:

We wish to thank you for the interest you have shown in
connection with Mr. Bernstein's article, "tUnfinished Victory!
and Mr. Nock." In the last issue of LAND AND FREEIOM we pub=
lished criticisms, similar to your own, in the correspondence
section, and in the forthcoming issue, more will appear. We
feel that in publishing the letters previously received, we
have done full justice to all sides. We are taking the lib-
erty, however, of turning over your manuscript to Mr. Rern-
stein for his "enlightenment," and we have instructed him to
return 1t to you when it has served its purpose.,

It seems unfortunate that after reading Mr. Bernsteins
article, you were disposed to read no farther. If in the mean -
time you may have read some other articles, we would be
thankful to have your opinion.

Sincerely yours,
LAND AND FREEDOM

(Signed) Charles Joseph Smith

The above is the "rc jection slip"-that came with the return
to me of the accompanying article, WHAT PRICE POLEMICS?

Edwin Hamilton




Edwin Hamilton
155 North Clark Street
Chicago, Tllinois

November 11, 1941

What Price Polemics?®

Georgism without polemics must sound to the gld
Single Taxer like soda without whiskey, or bread without leaven,
George himself set the fashione. Of its kind, "A Perplexed
Philosopher" is a great work; none of George's followers or pro-
fessed followers has ever approached, in any admirable respect,
the quality of the masterts attack upon Spencer, Yet it detracted
nothing from Spencerts fame, and neither George nor the movement
to which he gave his name gained in stature because of it. As
for the miscellaneous personal attacks upon outsiders and each
other with which Georgists have amused themselves since George's
time, their net effect seems to have been to divert into vulgar
squabbling energy which might much better have been devoted to
constructive undertakinzs. Their passion for writing polemics
has been an unmitigated 1liability to Gecorgists--onec which they
would have done better to bring under control,

It 1s therefore with decp regret that I find "rLand
and Frecdom" willing to help keep this o0ld vice alive. I refer
to the attick by Mr. Michgel J. Bernstein upon Albert Jay Nock,
in the Juvly-August issue., The good that can be done by such a
publication is nogligible. Its inevitable offecet must be to
raise a new crop of perplexed Georgists. No less a pcrson than
Rabbi Aaronsohn, 1t seems, has beon mmbered among them.

The writer of polemics is not in quite the same posi-
tion as an advocate, a debater, or a politicalcecrator., All
these people may present, and are expected to present, a com-
pletely biased point of view, We take it for granted that the
Hon. Smith should call the Hon. Jones a thieving blackguard,
and that the Hon. Jones should reply in kind. The arena in
which these controversies take place affords both sides an
equal opportunity, in a setting which they themselves have
accepted., Bullying in the court room, misrepresentation in
debate, slander on the stump -- we accept these, because the
other guy has a chance to do it too, and probably will,

Tho polemist (if he cannot overcome his lust for
writing) should pursue a different course. Tspecially when he




What Price Polemics? (2)

1s obscure or without credlt and his victim is known and resw
pected, he cannot demand that his adversary meet him in debate,
Virtue is singularly defenseless against an udprupulous liar,
It is up to the polemist, then, to avoid using the poisoned pen
-=unless he is willling to have higs polemic dismissed by thinke
ing readers as a mere grudge attack, devoid alike of intelli-
geénce and honesty,

Instead, the polemist (if he is to command respect)
must strive for impartiality, He may not say to his readers

"Here is what Jones did and said, Jones! meani was thus aﬁd
such, But this 1s horriblel Down with Jonesi" Instead, he
MusSt say, "Here Is what Jones and sald, resent the
evidence without bias and without su ression, QGive Jones

the benefit of an% reasonable doubt, Examine the ovidence. My
conclusion Is at_Jones'! conduc 8 reprehens e DO you
agree?”™ II" one must writes polemics, only tThis spIrit or
candor and fairness can earn any merit for the writing,

One might frame a set of rules for polemists, and
1llustratoe many of them with selections from Mr. Bernsteints
article in "Land and Freedom," I suggest tentatively the folw
lowing:

l. Never make a categorical statement unless you
are certain of your facts, A mistake which
would be inconsequential in a general article
is inexcusable in an attack upon a man's char-
acter, You will be properly blamed for any
misrepresentation which you may have made through
oversight or accident,

2e. Never over=elaborate trivia, Emphasis on weak
points weakens your strong points,.

3« Never supply a context of your own for a quo=-
tation which has no significance when standing
by itself., If the sentence doesntt obviously
mean what you want it to mean, don't quote it,

4s B0 careful about deletions., Remember that your
opinion on what constitutes a material misquo=-
tation is probably pre judiced in your favor,
When 1n doubt, leave it in,

Se When you quote as an authority a source which
1s not readily available to your readers, be
over=-scrupulous in éxactness, even at the cost
of increased wordage.

The soundness of these rules should be obvious to
every writer who makes even s pretense of journalistic integrity,
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Fallure to observe them must inevitably discredit the writer's
ontire output. In the circumstances, then, it is a pity that
Mr. Bernstein was not more careful in preparing his manuscript
for the printer, Every one of our five rules is violated, some
repeatedly,

The article 1s an attack upon Albert Jay Nock, based
on the following reasoning:

(a) "Unfinished Victory" by Arthur Bryant is
an anti-Semitic book,

(b) Those who recommend anti-Semitic books are
scoundrels,

(¢c) Mr. Nock recommended "Unfinished Victory,"
(d) Ergo, Mr. Nock is a scoundrel.

None of the premises is completely obvious, Not
everyone who likes Voltaire and Anatole France is an anti-
cleric, and it is quite possible to praise a book in one connec-
tlon and condemn it in another -- for example, Boccacio's
"Decamerons" But Mr, Bernstein relies chiefly upon his first
premise;-he devotes most of his space to an attack, not upon
Mr. Nock, but upon the book, "Unfinlshed Victory." whatever
the merits or demerits of the book, the fact is that by broak-
ing every cne' of our five rules Mr. Bernstein has left his
case unproved, has indeed done it considerable harm, and has
demeaned himself in the minds of all lovers of fair play and
decent conduct,

Consider Rule No. l: Never make a categorical state-
ment unless you are sure of your facts., According to Mr, Rern=-
stein, "Unfinished Victory" conceals from the reader the fact
that the Jews constituted less than one per cent of Germany's
total population. Exactly why the point is important, Mr,
Bernstein does not tell us, What 1s important is that Mr. Bern-
stein has made a mistake; this bit of information appears in
"Unfinished Victory" ~- page 139, Such a blunder as this raises
questions about the propriety of Mr. Bernstein's suggestion
that "Mr. Nock 1s either deliberately attempting to distort and

mislead, or else has assumed the role of irresponsible scribbler,"

Rule 2 advises us not to dwell on trivial points,
Mr. Bernsteln dwells at considerable length on Bryant's refer-
ence to Matthlias Ergzberger as a Soclal Democrat, asserting that
Erzberger was really a member of the Catholic Centrist party.
(Land and Freedom, page 109, col., 2,) If this point has some
hidden importance, it should by all means be brought out in the
text; American readers cannot be expoected to familiarize them-
selves with the host of party distinctions of the 0ld World.
As 1t stands, the reader may think that Mr., Bernstein was
gricvously short of ammunition and straining the resources of
his scanty material,




What Price Polemics? (4)

Rule 3: "Never supply a context of your own for a
quotation which has no significance when standing by itself,"
Mr. Bernstein violates this rule several times, especially in
the earlier portion of the article. He quotes from "Unfinished 1%
Victory" the passage, "Hitler's real quarrel with the capitalist
and Marxist system alike was that they stopped things from growe
ing. They were concerned not with creation, but the one with
maki uick profits (Emphasis mine -=- M. Je B.) and the other
with es%aBI{shIng an unnatural and sterile uniformmity." Mr,
Bernstein supplies a context which tells us how to interpret
these sentonces: "Note the mystic nationalist's hatred for the
morchant, the trader." Again he quotes; "Hitler was acute
enough to realize that the Marxist did not stand for freedom.
but for a despotic uniformity, enforced by terror and the
annihilation of all who opposed them," Once more Mr. Bernstein -
supplies us with an interpretation made to (his) order: "Hitler,
in Mr. Bryant!'s opinion, obviously stands for freedom and in-
dividvualism." It is-easy to find similar cases scattered through
Mr. Bernstein's text, varied occasionally by a quotation which
has no meaning of itself, and for which Mr., Bernstein does not
supply any: "To the dispossessed millions it (Naziism) offered
some thing even more attractive -- status and responsibility,"

It 1s with respect to the fourth rule, howevor, that
Mr. Bernstein makes his most serious mistakes. We all know the
dangers of quoting out of context. When in addition we edit
the quctation itself, we cannot shirk the obligation to be cer-
tain that the parts we strike out are really immaterial,

Consider for example Mr. Bernsteint's complaint about

Bryant!'s alleged misquotation from Mowrerts "Germeny Puts the

Cleck Back" (Land and Freedom, page 109, col. 1l.) Mr. Bern-
stein apparently feels that Bryant, by terminating his quota=
tion when he did, sought to convey the impression that graft
and corruption in Republican Germany were almost exclusively
Jewish, Mr, Bernstein then quotes another paragraph from
Mowrer, showing that Gentiles were concerned as well, But
this information is supplied by Bryant in the sentence which
Imnediately follows his quotgtion from Mowrer: "Among those
Involved were the Mayor of Berlint's wife and many prominent
members of the administration." ("Unfinished Victory," foot-
notc, page 151.) Mr. Bernstein has deleted this sentence, the
only portion of the footnote written by Bryant. It would have
been better to leave it in, even at the cost of killing the

3 : I o
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Wnat Price Polemics? (5)

point of the argument which immediately follows.

- por another example, consider the long quotation on
page 108, col. 2, of "rand and Freedom," Mr, Bernstein cuotes
Bryant as follows: "Few of the Jews who set the spiritual and
cultural fashions for Cermany in the ttwentles had any compre-
hension of a countrymants point of view. They were not them=-
selves countrymen or producers, but b long wont migrants and
middle men (Emphasis mine == M. Je Be): e descendants oI men
Who had been forced to live for centurles as exploiters (though
never landowners like Prussian Junkers or British Tories ==
Me Je Be.) rather than as creators. . e Their inherited instinct.
was to skim the cream rather than to waste vain time and effort
in making enduring thingse « o They were exponents of the get=-
rich-quick philosophy. « « lovers of the flamboyant and the arts
of advortisemoi‘lt. . v

", + o Who {the Jows)ln the ninoteen-twenties seemed,
with all the invinciblo vitality and opportunism of their race,
to be making of a broken nation their washpot,."

The se "cholﬁ? anti-sémitic morsels from Mr. Bryant's
heavily-laden tray" (Me Je. B.) appear in "Land and Freedom" as
two quotations, but they are parts of a single paragraph, which
begins on page 142 of "Unfinished Victory." Mr, Bernstein has
omitted portions. Here 1is the paragraph entire, with the omitted
portions italicized, not for emphasis, but for identification:

"pew of the Jews who set the spiritual and cultural
fashions for Germany in the ttwenties and early fthirties had
any comg_gehension of a countryman's point T view, They were
not themselves countrymen or producers, but by long wont migrants
and middle men: the descendants of men who had been forced to
live for centuries as explolters rather than as creators bccause
211l other livelihood and outlet for their strong racial genius
%ad beon donied thom., They: aEthored 1n the groat cities of the
TodusErial capltalist world, Whors QulCK fortunos were GTO bDe had
By quick wits.# Tholr Thhorited i.stinct was to skim the croam
“5Thor Than to wasto vain time and effort in making enduring
thinss which would only be taken from them by thelr Christian
opprossors bofore they could be engoged. They were oxpononts
of the get-rich-quilck D osophy all persecution tends to
beget; lovers of the flamboyant and the arts ofl pdvertisements
scorners of the slow and unshowy creative virtues of discipline,
Tabour, and craicsmanship =-- of all, that 1s, that the solid and

ToTe sedentary native Teuton means by thorough. 1 am wribing
je ‘ N Germany who had learnt ©o

Type -- "ASla
— " ho In the nineteen-twenties seomed, with all the invincible
vitality and irrepressible opportunism of thelr race, to be making

of a broken nation thelr washpote"
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The asterik refers to a footnote: "According to the
Prussian Census of 1925, 73 per cent of the- Jewish population,
as opposed to 30 por-ecent of the non~Jewish, was concentrated
in towns of over 100,000 inhabitants." Mr. Bernstein does not
quote the footnote, nor does he indicate that it has been

accepted by everyone as permissible ("and‘early thirties" near
the beginning of the paragraph, and tho word "irrdssible" nesr
the end) are not even indicated by dots in Mr, Berhstein's
article,

One word of falsehood may require for its refutation
a volume of truth. It is simply out of the question to analyze
each of Mr, Bernstein's sentences and rectify all the errors
he has-allowed to creep into his writing. Exactly for this
reason, hls violations of our fifth rule assume augmented importe:
ances "Unfinished Victory" is not published in the United States,
and copies of it are not readlly available. The reader of Mr.
Bernsteints article must therefore either accept his statements
in good faith, or go °considerable trouble in checking thems
We all know the tendency of people to trust the printed word,
and to negloct to verify what thoy read, When in addition to
this natural indolence there are matorial obstacles in the way
of verification, the integrity of the writer must assumc an
additional burden. If I misquote the Bible, anyone can checl
mo upes If I misquote "Unfinis hed Victory" the case is diffor-
ent, But those who read Mr. Bernstein's article who'can get hold
of a copy of Bryant's book should by all means do so, and deéide
for thomselves whether it be anti-Semitic and pro-Nazil or no,

It is not casy for any polemist to abide by the rules
of fair play. His very desire to write a polemic indicates a-
closed mind: he has reviewed the evidence, formed his opinion,
and is now going to put it in print., He must know that, once
in black and white, he cannot rotreat from his postion without
conslderable loss of face; indeed, the act of publication is a
sort of burning of his bridges. Human nature is always reluct-
ant to admit a mistake; that rolugxbance 1s evon groater whon
the mistake has been spread upon a public record. As a practical
matter, then, the polemist pledges himself to dofend his posie
tion until he is overwhelmed by adverse evidence. This plodge
commlts him to the policy of treating both reason and truth
as socondary to tho main object, that of Justifying himsolf,
How can ho bother with rules in such a situation®

The Church detests the sin but embraces the sinnsr,
Georglsts might well follow this good example. Vicicus insti-
tutions, ignorance, prejudice -- attacks upon such as thesc may
boer good fruit; they have done so in the past. We search
history in vain for a polemic which-has resulted in anything
for the betterment of mankind, Who, indeod, is entitled to call
any man evil? The Savior had the right; but even He is best -
remombered, not for His attacks upon the Scribes and Pharisecs,
but for his efforts to show men the path to a better world,

{END)




HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
CHARTERED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
30 EAST 29TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 4-6270

November 17, 1541

Mr. M. Mason Gaffney
Grays 27-28

Harvard Ccllege
Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Mr. Gaffney;:

I am taking the liberty of replying to your letter
addressed to the Board of Trustees as I understand they will
not meet for another week or so. Mr. Chodorov has had a very
heavy load to carry all year and went off for a short vaca-
tion about ten days ago. We expect him back in a week or
shortly after.

We appreciate the fact that you wish to know all
the circumstances before you make a definite decision on this
matter. We are trying to run an educational and not a polit-
ical institution here. It seems a little difficult at the
present time to adhere strictly to this policy. But we in=-
tend to do so, and if I read your letter correctly, you intend
to help us.

You will understand that it is not my responsibility
to reply fully to the point raised in your letter, but I am
sure you will hear from the Board of Trustees in due time.
Your letter will be turned over to them today. In the mean-
time, as I suggested in a note to Mr. Zalles last week, will
you please reserve judgment until you know the full particul-
ars of this case?

MEB s hs C,//’////// Assistant Director
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Grand Jury
Hunts Grittin

No Trace of N. Y. ‘Enquirer’
Editor Wanted in Nazi Probe

PM’s Bureau

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—William Griffin,
editor of the weekly New York Enquirer, has
disappeared.

Agents of the Grand Jury investigating
Nazi propaganda have been trying to serve
a subpena, but have
been unable to find
any trace of him.
William Power Ma-
loney, Assistant At-
torney General, ex-
pressed concern last
night about the safe-
ty of the editor, who,
he said, is “badly
wanted.” y

On two previous
occasions men have
disappeared ~ while
under investigation by the same Grand Jury.
A volunteer witness was assassinated in
Colombia last July as he was about to leave
for Washington to testify against German
agents who ran the Transocean, a Nazi press
service.

Wm. Griffin

Ralph Townsend, a writer for Scribner’s
Commentator, also disappeared before he
was indicted along with four others for dis-
seminating Japanese pr()pagunda without
registering as a Japanese agent. Townsend
turned up yesterday in Milwaukee and
posted $5000 bond.

During the 1940 Republican Convention
the Enquirer printed a special edition sup-
porting Rep. Hamilton Fish of New York
for President. Prescott Dennett, secretary of
the Islands for War Debts Committee, who
has figured in the Grand Jury investigation
as an associate of George Sylvester Viereck,
the German propagandist, signed the En-
quirer’s article on Fish.

In district court yesterday Viereck’s trial
on charges of concealing his activities on
behalf of the Nazis was set for Feb. 16, in
Washington.

Laura Ingalls, the American flier, who is
under indictment for failing to register as a
German agent, will go on trial here next
Monday. At the time Miss Ingalls was sup-
posedly collecting a salary as a propaganda
agent for the German Embassy, she was a
featured speaker for the America First Com-
mittee. s

FDR and Britain Took
Griffin’s Sunday Punch

The Sunday punches of William Griffin’s
New York Enquirer have often been thrown
at Roosevelt and England.

Griffin ran a half-page ad in the New
York Times on Christmas Day, 1940, re-
printing an Enquirer blast at “the policy of

having America finance and fight Britain’s
var,”
In October of the same year he wrote an
uirer editorial calling the Roosevelt
inistration “as treacherous and sordid a
ever cursed any nation.”
Enquirer used to print full texts of
t speeches and urged a march on
to curb the “cohorts of inter-
A year ago Griffin was writing
blic has nothing to fear from
s,” and as late as last
y the “U. S. Government
aciters.”
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U.S. War

Communiques

The War Department’s Communique No.
89, as of 4 p.m. Monday, said:

American bombers of the Flying Fortress
type raided Japanese airfields at Kuala Lum-
pur and Kuantan in Malaya. Poor visibility
made it impossible to estimate the damage.
We lost no planes. Jap fighter planes inter-
cepted four of our bombers on the way to
attack Japanese shipping at Balikpapan,
Borneo. Nine Japanese plnnes were shot
down, one of ours lost.

Complete war news, Pages 14-18; war
maps, Pages 15-17.

Avoid Farm
Price Conflict

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard and
Price Administrator Henderson have issued
a joint statement saying they are in “com-
plete agreement” as to the objectives of the
new Price Control Law.

Wickard, who has veto power over Hen-
derson’s farm price ceilings, had been criti-
cized by the Congressional farm bloc for
testifying last week that the Government
did not intend to let farm prices go much
higher.

The Wickard-Henderson statement said
they were determined to keep farm prices
fair to the consumer by taking “every pos-
sible step to insure abundant supplies for
all,” including the release of Government-
owned stocks of grains and cotton.

WLB May Mediate
Sunday Pay Dispute

PM’s Bureau
WASHINGTON, Feb. 8.—The War
Labor Board is expected to mediate the dis-
pute over double-time for Sunday work in
Detroit plants.
R. J. Thomas, president of the CIO
United Auto Workers union, probably will

raise the point when the full WLB meets

today.

Reports from Detroit indicated that both
union and General Motors officials will wel-
come WLB intervention; in fact, the UAW
proposed this step several weeks ago. A
UAW spokesman said today:

“The issue is being inflated anyway.
Right now the problem is providing jobs
for men any day in the week. We're ready
to work now, mediate Sunday pay later.”

Navy Training at Stanford and ND

Stanford and Notre Dame are two of the
four universities selected by the Navy as
centers for its new aviation training program,
United Press reports. College facilities will
also be leased in New York and Georgia,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—FDR suggested
yesterday that the term War Time be used
when the Nation’s clocks are advanced one
hour on Feb. 9 instead of the usual Day-
light Saving Time.

Loan to China

FDR yesterday asked Congress to lend
China $500,000,000 in addition to the lend-
lease aid that country is getting from the
U. S. A,
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George School
Probe Begins

Teacher Files Charges Based
On Publication’s Statements

By LurHER CONANT, [R.

The Henry George School of Social Sci-
ence, 30 E. 29th St., was removed yester-
day from the tax-exempt list and placed on
the tax rolls.

Behind that action, an automatic pro-
cedure when a complaint is made against a
tax-exempt property, is a bitter controversy
involving charges by former teachers and
students that the school has been dissemi-
nating antidemocratic and pro-appeasement
propaganda.

Formal complaint to the Tax Commis-
sion and the University of the State of New
York was made by Michael ]J. Bernstein, a
former volunteer teacher at the school. It is
his contention that the school has forfeited
its charter rights.

The school is now under investigation by
the University, which issues the charters for
educational institutions. Final action by the
Tax Commission depends on the Univer-
sity’s findings and appeal by the school.

As part of the movement by Bernstein
and a group of his associates, leaflets em-
bodying the propaganda charges were dis-
tributed to students entering the school last
night.

Meanwhile, Frank Chodorov, the director
of the school and editor of the Georgist The
Freeman, has been removed from both of-
fices by the trustees. Officials of the school
deny, however, that the change represents
a repudiation of Chodorov’s basic policies.
Here is the background of the charges.

 The Freeman, according to one of its
publicity circulars, is the “official organ”
of the Henry George School.

q The directors of the magazine are all
trustees of the school.

{ The magazine receives grants from the
school.

Officials of the school now claim, how-
ever, that The Freeman is not the official
organ.

This was the pre-war line of The Free-
man:

On Democracy—

“Democracy is done. . . . Our 150 years
under the democratic formula has been at-
tended with constant internal strife, recur-
ring periods of industrial depression, increas-
ing unemployment and misery, and a
spasmodically interrupted succession of those
complete breakdowns of civilized existence—

»
wars.

On Relations With the Nazis—

“We must buy from all the world, includ-
ing Germany and her slave states, all the
things which they make better or cheaper
than we can make them. If we permit
emotionalism to shape our trade policy and
proceed sanctimoniously to whip Germany
into line . . . by refusing to do business
with them, we shall drive them into the
chaos of Communism.”

In other words, you can and should do
business with Hitler.

On Relations With Japan—

“Now we are told that we cannot do
business with Japan. . . . But of one thing
we can be certain: that this political inter-
ference with trade will cause American un-
employment, raise American prices, increase
American taxes, make for less American
satisfactions. . . . The Japanese may be forced

into this undertaking (invasion of the Dutch
East Indies) by their inability to do busi-
ness with moralistic Uncle Sam.”

It is significant to point out that while
free trade was thus upheld with reference
to the Axis countries, The Freeman did not
call for revision of the Neutrality Act, a
legal restriction on free trade.

The Freeman argued violently against the
draft. Equally violently it attacked the New
Deal as composed of “economic illiterates.”

On an Axis Victory—

“But the point I am especially emphasiz-
ing here is that, in the particular matter of
free trade, there is at least a possibility that
totalitarian policy will operate to extend it,
and even to force it upon foolishly reluctant
democracies to the very considerable benefit
of their people.” (Henry Gunnison Brown,
associate editor).

During the period from which these typ-
ical excerpts were selected, Chodorov was
both editor of the paper and director of the
school. During the two pre-war years, he
contributed to Scribner’s Commentator.

Douglas M. Stewart, co-publisher of the
Commentator, is a graduate of the Henry
George School and a friend of Lancaster M.
Greene, a trustee of the school and a direc-
tor of The Freeman.

Thursday, Greene had this to say regard-
ing the change of administration:

He denied that the charge was a repudia-
tion of Chodorov’s policies.

“We do not read into them the narrow
inferences made by others,” he said.

He added that Chodorov would continue
to receive grants to allow him to continue
writing and that he had been invited to
contribute to The Freeman in the status
of an independent columnist.

A somewhat different complexion was put
in the change by Paul Peach, formerly assist-
ant editor and now editor of The Freeman.

He said Chodorov had a “penchant for un-
fortunate statements” and that the new poli-
cy of the paper would represent a “radical
break from Chodorov’s use of injudicious
phrases.”

Peach argued that the school and paper
had never been pro-Axis, that it opposed
any trend toward collectivism as incom-
patible with the philosophy of Henry
George, and that misunderstanding arose
over different connotations of words.

Miss Margaret Bateman, the new director
who was assistant director the past year,
said she did not wish to criticize Chodorov
and that she had never known him to devi-
ate from the principles of Henry George in
his conduct of the school.

26 1/2 Billion Navy
Bill Passes in Senate

The Senate yesterday heard a report by
Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox that we’re
trying to fight a two-ocean war with a one-
ocean navy, and quickly passed a $26,495,-
264,474 appropriation which provides for:

423,354 naval planes this year.

{382 combatant vessels and scores of aux-
iliary ships.

The measure goes back to the House for
concurrence in Senate amendments.

Supreme Court Decisions

The Supreme Court yesterday ruled:

¢ Unanimously that the Federal Govg
ment had the power to regulate the
of milk marketed solely within ong

{ By a 5 to 2 vote that the Statg
York infringed on the treaty-makij
of the Federal Government w;
over the assets of the defunct
Insurance Co.
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October 11, 1941.
Land and Freedom,

150 Nassau Street,
New York, N. Y.

To the Editors of Land and Freedom:

I am enclosing an article in criticism of the editorial policy of the
Freeman. It doesn’t do any good to write to them because our Leader
allows no dissidence in our movement, he being the final arbiter and
interpreter of Georgeism. I do not believe that we should handle him
too carefully as he exceeded the bounds of common decency in aligning
himself and our movement with the Fascist elements in this country.

I hope you will consider the article worthy of printing, or will at least
take it and re-write it more emphatically. Some such criticism, however,
should be made at once, and publicly. Quite a few of our people here at
the Boston School, including Reginald Zalles, have read the paper and
their encouragement has prompted me to send this article to you.

Thank you for your favor.

Sincerely yours,
ARAM BASHIAN.

The leading editorial in the October Freeman ends by asking rhetori-
cally “Mr. President—why start shooting—before you have tried the
scheme of crushing Hitler by undermining his support?” The plan to
crush Hitler suggested in the editorial preceding this final questioning, is
really the pay-off in the series of editorials that rank our school paper, the
Freeman, with all the propaganda sheets such as, the Daily Worker, the
Call, or Social Justice. It would seem that these papers and their editors
assume no other allegiance to America than an irresponsible freedom to
spread their Messages. It is in times of strain and difficulty that friend-
ships are tried and proven. We should be recognized now as being among
the truest lovers of Americanism in the land. Our opinions and advice
should be respectfully asked and listened to, and this means that our
opinions and advice should be given respectfully.

The fact is, however, that our Freeman takes its place with the lunatic
and un-American fringe of papers and adds to their sneers and snarls that
this is “‘an imperialistic war.” Of course, it is imperialistic. Every war
we have ever studied has been imperialistic. Wasn't the threatened battle
at Runnymede imperialistic? Wasn't our Revolution imperialistic?
Would the Freeman have remained detached from those wars?




Interwoven with the imperialism of Germany is the philosophy of
feudalism in which the individual’s relations to society were governed by
status and dogma. Interwoven with the imperialism of England are the
new philosophies of Western civilization in which the individual’s rela-
tions to society are governed by individual contract. The imperialisms
and the philosophies cannot be separated. If you kill one, you auto-
matically kill the other. When Philip of Macedon finally smashed
Greece, not only was the imperialism of Athens destroyed, but also the
democracy of Greece. We are engaged in a long and historic revolution
against the forces of feudalism. The socialists and the Franco allies are
part of the counter-revolution. They each wish again, in their own way,
a civilization of status.

The editors of the Freeman have their eyes glued so closely to the
microscope of their academic life that they have lost sight of our long
underlying and historic struggle for justice. When they do perceive this
struggle, they become discouraged, bitter, and vituperative. They remind
me of Marx, who fled from the dynastic atmosphere of Germany and wrote
in an English library for forty years whatever he pleased, unmolested and
protected under English law, read everything that was available in the
whole known world of print, and saw nothing but evil around him.

Imagine what will be the attitude of the rest of the country toward
Georgeism at the end of this war. If we lose the war, the Fascists, who
will surely be in control, will stamp us out at once.

If we win the war, Georgeists will not have earned any right to sit
at the peace table to take part in the negotiations. In the meantime, as
the war pressure mounts, we will be looked at as Bundists or Fronters.
Our classes will fall off, and we will be debarred from the schools and
libraries where we now hold our classes.

My brother and I went to an auction once, and became separated
in the crowd. It so happened that he had the cash with him, but I started
to bid on a machine which we needed for our shop. After four or five
bids, we found out that we were bidding against each other. The Free-
man’s editors are doing to Mr. Roosevelt what I, in my ignorance, did to
my brother. They will, in the end, merely have helped the Fascists in
this country force Mr. Roosevelt to pay a higher price for victory.

No one condemns the short comings of our democracy any more
than I do. They are a shame and a disgrace to our heritage. Our stupidity
in not recognizing the principles involved in the Spanish war was appall-
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ing. Our protectionist policy, as exemplified at the Washington Confer-
ence in 1922 and culminating in our sabotage of the London Economic
Conference in 1933, surely strengthened Fascism here and abroad. But,
our criticisms should be of the friendly and sympathetic kind so as to be
constructive. The sarcastic and persistent criticisms of the Freeman will
rouse the indignation of hopeful and believing men against us. The rest
will be left confused and bewildered, prey to the propaganda of the
Fascists.

I don’t expect any immediate change for the good when we win
the war.

In the end we will only get the kind of government we deserve.
“Justice,” says Louis Wallis, “comes not abruptly. Its dawn is gradual
and we are yet living in its morning hour.” We Georgeists are part of
the long revolutionary struggle for Freedom. We are continuing the
Abolition Movement which freed man politically, to free men eco-
nomically. We are a radical movement and should be in the forefront
of this revolution. “The world is a stage,” as Shakespeare wrote, but
we do not have the imagination to dramatize our time and place in the
long expanse of history. All of us have thrilled at the famed Philippics
of Demosthenes. We have pitied the Greeks of that day for not uniting
and defeating Philip of Macedon. Their duty, with our present historical
perspective, seemed clear. Yet, our own duty, the Freeman attempts
to determine by using a microscope in some intellectual tower. Surely
the democracy of our day is as much worth defending against Fascism
as was the democracy of Greece. The objections and obstructions that
the Freeman makes to the intelligent preservation of our democracy were
the kind that defeated the efforts of Demosthenes. The task of the
Freeman'’s editors is to present, not only the microscopic details of specific
problems, but to thrill those who have been through our courses with a
panoramic view of the struggle for justice, and the part that they can
and must play in the struggle. There can be no detachment from, or
neutrality in this struggle. There are no Georgeists in Spain today, and
the few there were in Central Europe must have been wiped out by this
time.

We must not demand perfection in an imperfect world. All that
we can hope for is that the Fascists will not win here or abroad, and that
we can continue to teach and to discuss our philosophy of life as we are
privileged to do today.

On page 2 of the September 15th issue of Social Justice, a mother,
supposedly writing to her drafted son in the Army, says, “Get all the
training you can without cost. It will help you when Roosevelt brings
about the revolution, and we have to start building America all over again.”
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Mr. Roosevelt is not bringing about the revolution this mother men-
tions to her son. Mr. Roosevelt is part of the long, long revolution
against feudalism; and the revolution this mother mentions is the counter-
revolution against which George fought and gave his life.

Now, if Georgeism were part of a science, such as chemistry, or
metallurgy, it might be that we could remain impersonal and completely
detached from the struggle around us. An accountant or a bookkeeper
can be detached from the heat of the economic struggle. But we are not
mere bookkeepers or economists, we are social reformers, and are deeply
and irrevocably concerned with the social struggle.

George, long ago, outlined for us our purpose. It was completely
involved in the morals of the social problems facing us. He knew that
the struggle would be long and hard and that we would need allies to
aid us, and should ally ourselves with other groups if they were going
our way. The present editorial Fellow Travelers of the Freeman are not
the sort George would have chosen.

Our whole argument against authoritarianism, and our whole argu-
ment for Georgeism is summed up in the words of the great Catholic
historian, Lord Acton, “Power corrupts—absolute power, absolutely.”
The power vested in the dynastic imperialism of Rome corrupted that
civilization, and it disintegrated as other civilizations had before it.
Power later became vested in the dynasties of feudalism. Under these
economies, the individual had no more rights than a horse or a cow. It
was against this philosophy of life that St. Thomas Aquinas wrote. In
the long struggle to free the individual from his feudal status and give
him his freedom, no Georgeist can remain detached. *“The only com-
plete detachment is of the dead,” said Lord Acton. I have been told by
defeatists that Georgeism in England was dead; that when the war started,
they gave up their principles and became imperialist war-mongers. I
don’t believe so. The Land party in England is devoting all its energies
to the immediate task at hand, namely to win the war. They are very
much alive and are being refined and revivified by the trials of the war.
At the peace tables after the war, they will be listened to with respect.

The collectivism to which the British people are submitting will not
be permanent. /Neither they nor the American people can be collectivized
{at"this_late date.. I am not worrying about England, or that English
Georgeism is dead. 1 am only hoping that the complete detachment of
the Freeman from the social problems facing us doesn’t signify that

American Georgeism is dead.

ARAM BASHIAN
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George School
Probe Begins

Teacher Files Charges Based
On Publication’s Statements

By LurHER CONANT, JR.
The Henry George School of Social Sci-

day from the tax-exempt list and placed on
the tax rolls.

Behind that action, an automatic pro-
cedure when a complaint is made against a
tax-exempt property, is a bitter controversy
involving charges by former teachers and
students that the school has been dissemi-
nating antidemocratic and pro-appeasement
propaganda.

Formal complaint to the Tax Commis-
sion and the University of the State of New
York was made by Michael J. Bernstein, a
former volunteer teacher at the school. It is
his contention that the school has forfeited
its charter rights.

The school is now under investigation by
the University, which issues the charters for
educational institutions. Final action by the
Tax Commission depends on the Univer-
sity’s findings and appeal by the school.

As part of the movement by Bernstein
and a group of his associates, leaflets em-
bodying the propaganda charges were dis-
tributed to students entering the school last
night.

Meanwhile, Frank Chodorov, the director
of the school and editor of the Georgist The
Freeman, has been removed from both of-
fices by the trustees. Officials of the school
deny, however, that the change represents
a repudiation of Chodorov’s basic policies.
Here is the background of the charges.

q The Freeman, according to one of its
publicity circulars, is the “official organ”
of the Henry George School.

q The directors of the magazine are all
trustees of the school.

q The magazine receives grants from the
school.

Officials of the school now claim, how-
ever, that The Freeman is not the official
organ.

This was the pre-war line of The Free-
man:

On Democracy—

“Democracy is done. . . . Our 150 years
under the democratic formula has been at-
tended with constant internal strife, recur-
ring periods of industrial depression, increas-
ing unemployment and misery, and a
spasmodically interrupted succession of those
complete breakdowns of civilized existence—
wars.

O helations Vil (IS INAZIS—

“We must buy from all the world, includ-
ing Germany and her slave states, all the
things which they make better or cheaper
than we can make them. If we permit
emotionalism to shape our trade policy and
proceed sanctimoniously to whip Germany
into line . . . by refusing to do business
with them, we shall drive them into the
chaos of Communism.”

In other words, you can and should do
business with Hitler.

On Relations With Japan—

“Now we are told that we cannot do
business with Japan. . . . But of one thing
we can be certain: that this political inter-
ference with trade will cause American un-
employment, raise American prices, increase
American taxes, make for less American
satisfactions. .. . The Japanese may be forced

into this undertaking (invasion of the Dutch
East Indies) by their inability to do busi-
ness with moralistic Uncle Sam.”

It is significant to point out that while
free trade was thus upheld with reference
to the Axis countries, The Freeman did not
call for revision of the Neutrality Act, a
legal restriction on free trade.

The Freeman argued violently against the
draft. Equally violently it attacked the New
Deal as composed of “economic illiterates.”

On an Axis Victory—

“But the point I am especially emphasiz-
ing here is that, in the particular matter of
free trade, there is at least a possibility that
totalitarian policy will operate to extend it,
and even to force it upon foolishly reluctant
democracies to the very considerable benefit
of their people.” (Henry Gunnison Brown.
associate editor).

During the period from which these typ-
ical excerpts were selected, Chodorov was
both editor of the paper and director of the
school. During the two pre-war years, he
contributed to Scribner’s Commentator.

Douglas M. Stewart, co-publisher of the
Commentator, is a graduate of the Henry
George School and a friend of Lancaster M.
Greene, a trustee of the school and a direc-
tor of The Freeman.

Thursday, Greene had this to say regard-
ing the change of administration:

He denied that the charge was a repudia-
tion of Chodorov’s policies.

“We do not read into them the narrow
inferences made by others,” he said.

He added that Chodorov would continue
to receive grants to allow him to continue
writing and that he had been invited to
contribute to The Freeman in the status
of an independent columnist.

A somewhat different complexion was put
in the change by Paul Peach, formerly assist-
ant editor and now editor of The Freeman.

He said Chodorov had a “penchant for un-
fortunate statements” and that the new poli-
cy of the paper would represent a “radical
break from Chodorov’s use of injudicious
phrases.”

Peach argued that the school and paper
had never been pro-Axis, that it opposed
any trend toward collectivism as incom-
patible with the - philosophy of Henry
George, and that misunderstanding arose
over different connotations of words.

Miss Margaret Bateman, the new director
who was assistant director the past year,
said she did not wish to criticize Chodorov
and that she had never known him to devi-
ate from the principles of Henry George in
his conduct of the school.

26 1/2 Billion Navy

Bill Passes in Senate

The Senate yesterday heard a report by
Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox that we're
trying to fight a two-ocean war with a one-
ocean navy, and quickly passed a $26,495,-
264,474 appropriation which provides for:

423,354 naval planes this year.

(382 combatant vessels and scores of aux-
iliary ships.

The measure goes back to the House for
concurrence in Senate amendments.

Supreme Court Decisions

The Supreme Court yesterday ruled:

¢ Unanimously that the Federal Govern-
ment had the power to regulate the price
of milk marketed solely within one state.

By a 5 to 2 vote that the State of New
York infringed on the treaty-making powers
of the Federal Government when it took
over the assets of the defunct First Russian
Insurance Co.
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Grand Jury

Hunts Griffin

No Trace of N. Y. ‘Enquirer’
ditor Wanted in Nazi Probe

PM’s Bureau
VASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—William Griffin,
r of the weekly New York Enquirer, has
.ppeared.

Agents of the Grand Jury investigating

azi propaganda have been trying to serve
« subpena, but have
been unable to find
any trace of him.
William Power Ma-
loney, Assistant At-
torney General, ex-
pressed concern last
night about the safe-
ty of the editor, who,
he said, is “badly
wanted.”

On two previous
occasions men have
disappeared  while
under investigation by the same Grand Jury.
A volunteer witness was assassinated in
Colombia last July as he was about to leave
for Washington to testify against German
agents who ran the Transocean, a Nazi press
service.

Ralph Townsend, a writer for Scribner’s
Commentator, also disappeared before he
was indicted along with four others for dis-
seminating Japanese propaganda without
registering as a Japanese agent. Townsend
turned up yesterday in Milwaukee and
posted $5000 bond.

During the 1940 Republican Convention
the Enquirer printed a special edition sup-
porting Rep. Hamilton ‘Fish of New York
for President. Prescott Dennett, secretary of
the Islands for War Debts Committee, who
has figured in the Grand Jury investigation
as an associate of George Sylvester Viereck,
the German propagandist, signed the En-
quirer’s article on Fish.

In district court yesterday Viereck’s trial
on charges of concealing his activities on
behalf of the Nazis was set for Feb. 16, in
Washington.

Laura Ingalls, the American flier, who is
under indictment for failing to re%-]ister as a
German agent, will go on trial here next
Monday. At the time Miss Ingalls was sup-
posedly collecting a salary as a propaganda
agent for the German Embassy, she was a
featured speaker for the America First Com-
mittee.

FDR and Britain Took
Griffin’s Sunday Punch

The Sunday punches of William Griffin’s
New York Enquirer have often been thrown
at Roosevelt and England.

Griffin ran a half-page ad in the New
York Times on Christmas Day, 1940, re-
printing an Enquirer blast at “the policy of
having America finance and fight Britain’s
war.”

In October of the same year he wrote an
Enquirer editorial calling the Roosevelt
Administration “as treacherous and sordid a
lot as ever cursed any nation.”

The Enquirer used to print full texts of
isolationist speeches and urged a march on
Washington to curb the “cohorts of inter-
nationalism.” A year ago Griffin was writing
that “this republic has nothing to fear from
old-world attacks,” and as late as last
August referred to the “U. S. Government
and its Allied war inciters.”

Wm. Griffin

U.S. War

Communiques

The War Department’s Communique No.
89, as of 4 p.m. Monday, said:

American bombers of the Flying Fortress
type raided Japanese airfields at Kuala Lum-
pur and Kuantan in Malaya. Poor visibility
made it impossible to estimate the damage.
We lost no planes. Jap fighter planes inter-
cepted four of our bombers on the way to
attack Japanese shipping at Balikpapan,
Borneo. Nine Japanese planes were shot
down, one of ours lost.

Complete war news, Pages 14-18; war
maps, Pages 15-17.

Avoid Farm
Price Conflict

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard and
Price Administrator Henderson have issued
a joint statement saying they are in “com-
plete agreement” as to the objectives of the
new Price Control Law.

Wickard, who has veto power over Hen-
derson’s farm price ceilings, had been criti-
cized by the Congressional farm bloc for
testifying last week that the Government
did not intend to let farm prices go much
higher.

The Wickard-Henderson statement said
they were determined to keep farm prices
fair to the consumer by taking “every pos-
sible step to insure abundant supplies for
all,” including the release of Government-
owned stocks of grains and cotton.

WLB May Mediate
Sunday Pay Dispute

PM’s Bureau
WASHINGTON, Feb. - 8.—The War
Labor Board is expected to mediate the dis-
pute over double-time for Sunday work in
Detroit plants.

R. J. Thomas, president of the CIO
United Auto Workers union, probably will
raise the point when the full WLB meets
today.

Reports from Detroit indicated that both
union and General Motors officials will wel-
come WLB intervention; in fact, the UAW
proposed this step several weeks ago. A
UAW spokesman said today:

“The issue is being inflated anyway.
Right now the problem is providing jobs
for men any day in the week. We're ready
to work now, mediate Sunday pay later.”

Navy Training at Stanford and ND

Stanford and Notre Dame are two of the
four universities selected by “the Navy as
centers for its new aviation training program,
United Press reports. College facilities will
also be leased in New York and Georgia,
but the colleges have not been announced.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—FDR suggested
yesterday that the term War Time be used
when the Nation’s clocks are advanced one
hour on Feb. 9 instead of the usual Day-
light Saving Time.

Loan to China

FDR yesterday asked Congress to lend
China $500,000,000 in addition to the lend-
lease aid that country is getting from the
U. S. A



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
To Promote the Economics of Henry George

32 East 29th Street, New York

MUrray Hill 5-6459

January 6, 1942

Mrs. M.P. Yaffney
525 Ash Street
Winnetka, Illinois

Dear lirs. Gaffneys

During the Christmas season you placed an
order with us for several books including a copy
of "The Life of Henry George" by his son. TWe did 4
not have the latter book to send you, and I re- e
gret to find that no letter of explangtion was
written to you. We were extremely busy the week :
before Christmas. "The Life of Henry George® w%ll O BT -
be reprinted very shortly,but‘Il cannot' at this
moment promise exdetly when-it will be ready.
Would you like us to return your.$1.0Q. to, youy or
would like to have us s&nd you afivther book.

In 1939, Albert J. Nqck.wreie an "Essay
on Henry George" which is bibgraphical in character
and which I would suggest as a substitute for the
more detailed biography in which Henry George, Jr.
chronicled his father's life. MNr. Nock's book is
described in the enclosed leaflet. A postcard is
also enclosed so that you may tell us your wishes.

Sincerely yours,

V. 4. (otoram

VGP: Executive Secretary
Enclosures.
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PAGE TWO

<— DIMITRI MITROPOULOS

Conductor
First week. June 30, July 2,4, 5

Following his brilliant success in his native
Greece, Mr. Mitropoulos now conducts the
Minneapolis Symphony. The opening week
marks his first appearance at Ravinia.

PIERRE MONTEUX ————>
Conductor
Sixth week. August 4, 6, 8, 9

Mr. Monteux is recognized as the most famous
of contemporary French conductors. For the
past six years permanent conductor of the San
Francisco Symphony, he returns to Ravinia to
take up the baton for the final orchestral week.

Enjoy the music of com-

posers whose works are of

eternal worth in a wood-

land setting of unparalleled
beauty.

Photographs of the soloists

appearing with the orches-

tra are to be found on fol-
lowing pages.

GEORGE SZELL
Conductor
Second and third weeks.

July 7, 9,11, 12, 14, 16, 18, 19
Mr. Szell has starred his distinguished career
with numerous engagements throughout Eu-
rope. He returns for two weeks, following the
enthusiastic reception accorded him last year.

<«—— EUGENE ORMANDY

Conductor
Fourth week. July 21, 23, 25, 26

As conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra,
formerly of the New York Philharmonic and
Minneapolis Symphony, Mr. Ormandy is one
of the leading conductors of the country. He
returns for his third appearance.

ARTUR RODZINSKI ——>

Conductor
Fifth week. July 28, 30, August 1, 2

Famed conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra,
Mr. Rodzinski has scored triumphs all over the
country. He has been actively engaged in
summer music, and has conducted at three past
Ravinia festivals.
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The Unpredictable Mr. Nock’s

“HENRY GEORGE”

Poverty stalked him throughout his

Surely the worth of a book must
to an important degree be measured
by its ability to hold the reader’s at-
tention. By such a minimum stand-
ard, Mr. Nock’s “critical essay”’ on
Henry George is pre-eminently a
good book. I started reading my
advance copy one night at nine, and
could not get myself to bed until I
had finished it five hours later. A
newspaper man to whom I loaned
the book picked it up at four in the
morning, when he left his job, and
lost a good part of his day’s pre-
cious sleep because he could not lay
it down.

My first reaction was to indite a
panegyric—to tell in fulsome phrases
the many reasons why every Georg-
ist should—nay, must—read this
book. Indeed, apart from one’s opin-
ion of Mr. Nock’s point of view,
aside from its sheer literary bril-
liance, here is a long-delayed critical
study of Henry George, the man, the
philosopher, the propagandist. Here
is a sympathetic, though analytical
evaluation of the environment that
shaped his course through life. Here
is a portrait of Henry George that
we have not had before—a portrait
painted with understanding and ap-
preciation, but free from the con-
ventionalized deification with which
“followers” are wont to bedaub him.
For Mr. Nock gives us George as a
man, and therefore does not omit the
frailties to which all men are heir.

Moreover, at least a plausible an-
swer to the ever-recurring question
“why is Henry George so little known
or understood in his own country ?” is
offered in this book. It is not a
simple answer. It goes deep into the
roots of things. Not only was
George’s philosophic trend moulded
by his environment, but the course
of his career was similarly charted,
and it is in this course that Mr.
Nock finds the answer to the enigma
of the “Forgotten Man of Anglo-
American Civilization.”

George was a depression baby.

life. Deprived of even the limited
educational facilities that stuffy Phil-
adelphia of the early mnineteenth
century could have afforded him,
George was early confronted with
the problem of “getting on in the
world.” At sixteen, the eldest son

ALBERT JAY NOCK

of an indigent family of ten, he went
to sea as foremast-boy. On his re-
turn he started learning his trade of
printer, at two dollars a week. At
eighteen, out of a job, as frequently
happened during his life, he turned
again to the sea, shipping as a store-
keeper for a five months’ trip to
California. In 1858 the prosperity
years of the gold rush vanished; the
depression of 1857 had set in. From
then on followed in rapid succession
periods of employment and unem-
ployment, the latter prevailing. That
George retained through all these
privations (shared by a wife and
children) any philosophic instinct is
little short of miraculous. But the
bitterness of these years undoubted-
1y aroused in his sympathetic soul the
urge to reform, and inclined him to-
ward the art of propaganda rather

than the reflective science of philos-
ophy which seems to have been his
natural bent.

The career of journalism into
which printing led, inclined him to
exaggerate the importance of events
and of personalities, to the detriment
of his philosophic instinct. The edi-
torial office is prone to lay great
stress on ‘“movements,” politics and
politicians. To the reporter the
things that are being done now loom
much larger than tendencies which
know no time limitation, and move-
ment rather than ideas is of prime
importance. In this environment
George developed his polemic proc-
livities, his ardor for organizing, his
urge for political action, none of
which, Mr. Nock intimates, were in-
herent in the man, or conducive to
the ultimate acceptance of his ideas.
As he puts it:

“The predominance of the philoso-
phical instinct effected itself gradual-
ly, and against all the force of wind
and tide. The instinct abdicated at
intervals throughout his life, it never
scored a complete and lasting tri-
umph, but when one sees what its
power and persistence was and con-
siders the crushing forces which were
massed against it, one’s emotion falls
but short of reverent wonder.”

Up to the time of “Progress and
Poverty” Mr. Nock’s analysis of
George’'s development seems incon-
trovertible. And it is quite likely
that the subsequent events, particu-
larly the political phase of George’s
career, inevitably follow from the
forces set to work in this early en-
vironment. I am inclined to agree
that by his entrance into the political
arena the “temperament of the re-
former” overshadowed “the intellect
of the philosopher,” and to the detri-
ment of a wider acceptance of the
philosophy. George himself seems to
have been reluctant to enter politics,
apparently realizing that he had a
greater mission than “throwing the
rascals out.” That the bitterness of




political struggle resulted in stamp-
ing George as a nostrum-pedlar, that
he was almost completely misunder-
stood, that his philosophy became
submerged in the personal recrimina-
tions and misrepresentations involved
in politics, that he fell heir to a “lu-
natic fringe” of followers, who bes-
‘mirched his philosophy by their mere
attachment to his cause—all this is
true. But, whether this accounts for
the almost complete pall that fell
over his teachings immediately fol-
lowing his death is quite another mat-
ter—one which probably never will
be quite decided.

As Mr. Nock points out, the early
part of the century was characterized
socially by “movements” of all breeds,,
each seeking to reform the world by
some politically-maneuvered nostrum.
Politics was the thing. Whether
George could have kept out of pol-
itics—because of this temper of the
times, to say nothing of his nature—
is questionable. Whether his philoso-
phy—besmirched and misunderstood
as it was—would, without politics,
have obtained such notice as it did
get (the impetus of which has lasted
to this day), is another question that
will never be answered satisfactorily.

Yet, one cannot but agree with Mr.
Nock’s observation that following
George’s death his philosophy vir-
tually passed out of public notice.
The only question is whether his po-
liticai and propagandist activities
had doomed his ideas to oblivion.
Certain it is that all his work along
these lines did not spread any last-
ing knowledge of his philosophy on
a scale commensurate with its world
importance. Only a minority of his
professed followers really understood
him. And Mr. Nock rightfully takes
to task some of these followers who,
with an eye to expediency, subverted
the philosophy into either a fiscal re-
form or an economic theory, robbing
it of the grandeur of a great moral
and social ideal. And if George's
methods of evangelizing, of organiz-
ing, of seeking political action failed,
their efforts along these lines were
even more miserable failures.

The peroration of Mr. Nock’s book
is perhaps the most interesting (and
will undoubtedly be the most contro-
versial) part of it. The methods of
George, and of his disciples, says Mr.

Nock, were based on the postulate
that the masses can be educated.

“If that postulate be sound, then
obviously George was right in his
choice of methods, and the results
might be expected to show, at least
measurably, that he was right. On
the other hand, if results are negative
or positively unfavorable, the postu-
late is in doubt. There is no way of
judging save by the results of prac-
tical experimentation, because the
postulate is purely conjectural. . . .
It seems that henceforth any review
of George’s career must take into ac-
count the question whether the gen-
eral incapacity for acceptance of his
philosophy, or of any philosophy, is
circumstantial and temporary, or
constitutional and permanent. . . .

“Some vague instinctive sense of
this may perhaps even now be evi-
dent in the attitude of George’s dis-

ciples of the second generation who
have abandoned the idea of prosely-
tizing-at-large. Perhaps on the other
hand, they have merely made the
salutory observation that the world’s
great philosophers never contem-
plated a mass-acceptance of their
doctrines, but only their acceptance
by an elite.”

Students of Henry George should
be thankful to Mr. Nock for having
given us this book. It is most read-
able, informative, provocative. And
regardless of whether we agree or
disagree with his conclusions as to
the merit of the course Henry George
pursued, there is no doubt that in
this generation, and perhaps for sev-
eral generations to come, there are
many who will accept it as a com-
pass by which to chart their own
course.

FRANK CHODOROV

AT THE REQUEST OF THE
director of the Henry George School
of Social Science, William Morrow %
Company, publishers, have produced a
special paper covered edition of ‘“Henry
George’” by Albert Jay Nock, to retail

at One Dollar.

The regular cloth cov-

ered edition sells at $2.50. The One
Dollar edition will not be offered by
bookstores, and can be secured only

through the

ROBERT SCHALKENBACH
FOUNDATION

32 East 29 Street, New York




Wedgwood’s Speech Relayed
By ‘Error in Judgment’

ay The BBC announced Wednesday N
night that “a serious error in judg-

jiiisiment” on Tuesday permitted Sir
Josiah Wedgwood’s speech, which criticized o~
the British handling of Palestine, to reach
the U. S. A. L
Wedgwood had urged the U. S. A. to take o
ver the mandate because “the British Ad- 35
ministration doesn’t like Jews.”
The BBC explained that the Home Secur-
ity censor had passed the script, but that
neither the Foreign Office nor the Colonial %I,
Office knew of its contents in advance, as R
they were supposed to.
e e gl




otimes called the Flying Bullet, car
two and a half tons of pbombs, is
ered by two 1850-horsepower en
es, has a power-driven turret on top
the fuselage and a tail turret. It
de its first appearance in December

hina: Chinese defenders ot Kinhwa in
* the eastern coastal provinces of
ekmng have tricked 1500 Japanese into
and mine field in the outskirts of the city
blown them up.
Chungking said a second major thrust
gainst Kinhwa was broken 10 miles north:
west of the city, with 1300 Japanese killed
Hr \vounded Total Japanese casualties in the
S NIt e
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JOHN DEWEY
630 DEY STREET
KEY WEST. FLORIDA

March 7 '42
To The Trustees of the Henry George School
of Social Science:
Dear Sirs,

I have read with interest and approval the statement
of the principles underlying the educational work of the Henry
George School. They are educationally sound and in harmony with
the best practices in adult education. Experience has demonstra-
ted that methods taken over from regular academic practices have
worked successfully in adult education only when the latter was
being used to supplement prior academic education or to prepare
‘students for further academic work. Except in a few cases where the
teachers had an inspiring personality, they failed, often misera-
ﬁly, in adult education projects to hold the interest and atténtion
of grown persons who need a more direct approach and one they can
connect with their own experiences and social interests and prob-
lems.

Having visited the school, I am glad to add my hearty en-
dorsement of the principles sét forth by the Trustees, an expres-
sion of my conviction that from the side of scholarly preparation
and knowledge, the School measures up to high academic standards.
The remarks of the previous paragraph apply only to the methods used °

to get and hold the attention of students.

Respectfully yours,
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(Professor Emeritus, Columbia University)




December 1, 1941

Dear Fellow-Georgeist:

You know of our fight to democratize the set~up of the Henry George
Sehool, and to right certain flagrant abuses that have long existed
there., In line with our belief in the democratic process, we be-
lieve that the clear light of knowledge is necessary for right
judgment . Therefore, we present to you the case of Edwin Ross,
whose motives in resigning are now being viciously distorted.

iir. Ross has been a life-long Georgeist, one literally born into
the movement. Both of his parents knew Henry Geerge personally
and his fa ther was associated with George in his last mayoralty
campa ign in New York, Mr. Ross' interest and faith in the School
a8 the best mea ns of spreading Georgeism dates back to its found=-
ing by Oscar Geiger., Here is what Mr. Geiger said of Ed Ross (who
was one of his earliest students) in a letter to Mrs, de Mille
written in 193l :=-

"Edwin Ross Jr. the son of Hdwin Ross of Arden, Del. (who

was also there) came up especially to make his 'talk'! and

left to get his train back immediately after, I wish you

had been there. He gave an outline of Henry George's life

and did it admirably, then he recited the entire chapter

'The Central Truth! from P & P and did it @s only & polished

actor, that he is, could do,

"He told me this was his first talk on any phase of the
Single Tax question to any audience, and I could not help
saying to the meeting after he had gone that if the School
had never done anything else it deserved success for having
brought this young man out into the open.,

"I am not through with him., We will impress him into the
service of our Ca use a nd I predict that he will be one
of our future leaders, He 1is a fine young fellow and makes
a pleasing and impressive appearance," [ s

(Signed « Oscar Geiger)

In January, 1940, Frank Chodorov, the Director of the New York
School, with a great display of what seemed overwhelming enthusi-
asm, a ppointed EAd Ross Assistant Director a & 30 East 2th Street.
In Februa ry, 1941, he wa s sent by the Director to Philadelphia
to take charge of the School there, and begin the necessary work

of building up & n extension which was, to say the least, badly
run-down, T4 the average reasona ble person this might seem a
mark of the highest confidence in his ability; however, we shall
permit the material which follows to tell its own story,

Wnile in Philadelphia , he lea rned more of the nom-Georgeist
policies and methods of the Sehoolt's present administration, and
finding it impossible to square these dubious goings~on with his
conscience, decided on October 12, 1941, to resign his position
in Philadelphia, despite the fact that he had no immediate prose
pects of other employment, Portions of the correspondence and
other material concerning his resignation follow:

October 12, 1941
Director, Henry George School

Dear Mre. Chodorov:

It is with the greatest reluctance that I inform you of the
necessity of my resignation from the School. But since I differ
so widely from the "official party line" on so many subjects of
vital® current importance, I do not feel that 1 can honorably dis-
.charge my duties in conformity with the Schooli's dictates as to
matters of policy.

Let me say, by way of further explana tion, that in the recent
controversy between you and Mr. J. Bernstein, 1 thought you almost
wholly in the wrong, not only on the merits of the case, but in your
method of handling it. It has come to my a ttention through sources
which I know to be reliable, that you did not hesitate to stoop in
conversations with mutual acquaihtances, to the contemptible exe
pedient of personal assaualts on the characters and integrity of -
several of my closest friends. Assaults, which by indirection,
since my attachment to the people in question is well known, con-
stitute a reflection on myself as well,

Perhaps it 1s worth while to point out wherein, in addition to
the points made by Mr., Bernstein, I differ radically from the of=
fieial attitude of the School as expressed through the Freeman --




Page 2
an attitude that I regard as purely opportunistic, as the following
example I believe proves beyond doubte.

In the early part of 1540 there appeared in the Freeman an
article under the caption of "Finland a nd Russia o' If my memory
is accurate, the article was one long quotation from some of Henry
George?s most lofty writing in praise of those who defend their
liberties against military aggression, The plucky fight Finla nd
put up was made to appear in the light of this article, as a direct
result of the greater individual freedom enjoyed by the Finns -- &
view to which I myself subscribe. But a year later, when Jugoslavin
Greece a nd other countries are threatened with a tyranny fully as
complete and more virulent even than that imposed by Russia, then,
(cam it be because the fate of Britain is more closely intertwined
with the enemies of Nazddom?) all talk of liberty fighting tyranny
is "gratuitous,"

I also decry the a ttitude of the Freeman a s expressed in such
articles as that by Pa ul Peqch, entitled "The Slums of Sydney" im
which the efforts of Georgeists who have attempted to do something
to further their cause are "courageously" smeared by a paper which
refuses to give a ny space to those who might oppose this viewe.

Finally, I am completely sickened by the failure of the School
0 o ttempt any forthright answer to the charges made by such men
as Mr. Bernstein, and disgusted by the pose of martyrdom which hos
been adoptéd to cover deficiencies in logic and truthe.

Therefore, in order that I may do what I can to combat this
spirit, I ask that my services be concluded at the end of the ~
prosent weeks. Mr. Hickok is thoroughly conversant with all the
dotails of the School here, and can easily turn the business over
to my successor, if you choose to send someone in my stead. If
nccessary I will stay on a short while longer, without compensation,
1f Mr. Hickok should deem it advisables (Signed -~ Edwin S. Rosss)

October 14, 1941

Mr. E. S. Ros&
Dear Ed:

Your letter of the 12th resigning from the staff of the School
has been recelved,

You will receive a check for this weck¥s salary. In view of
your present frame of mind it would be best that you discontinue
111 conncetion with the School, (Signed - Frank Chodorov,Dircctor)

October 15, 1941
Anna George de Mille

Dear Anna  George,

Eneloscd is your letter from Mrs. Post. Thamik you for lete
ting me reca d it, .MNatura lly I agree with cvery word of it. And,
nlthough I ha ve never been in any doubt as to what your stand on
the matter was,

It disturbs me deeply that you feel I am deserting the School
in 1 time of crisis. On the contrary I feel that I am supporting
the real School, which is something la rger than the dictatorial
policics of one man. In the hierarchy of loyalties, it secms to
me tho t loyalty to an ideal ranks a good deal higher than loyalty
to an organization that can at most be but temporarye.

Bolicve me that I intond to continue to work for what 1 con-
sider the School to be ( and I also believe that the Sehool is the
best method that we have yet found to sprecad our message)e It may
be that I shall shortly appeal to the Trustees for permission to
tcach s omo classcs in the Washington, DeCe area. Since I have
recocived 2 lotter from the Direcctor of the School in reply to my
lettcr of rosignation, stating that 1 "had better scvor all rela-
tions with tho School™, it will no doubt requirc a decision on the
part of thc Board of Trustecs to cnablec me to carry out my purposcCe

It may bc thought by some who 2 r¢ unacgud inted with tho true
position of affairs at tho School that I could ha ve continued in
my capacity as a paid cmployce whilc struggling against what I
consider to bo gross perversions of our central doctrincs. But in
the light of thc cxporicnces of soveral poople in thc past who havo
had the tomerity to oxpress thoir dissent from the policics of tho
Dircctor. I can scc no 2 dvantage to be gained from placing mysoclf
in a position whoro I would quite probably have becn dischargoed
At a timc when it would causc the greatest inconvenienco both to
mysclf o nd thosec to whom I owc ‘" family obligations.

Finally, lot mc stato that the stop which I have taken 1s ono
at which I have a rrived only aftor maturc consideration. Had it
not been for tho fact that I folt that I owod coutain obligations
to Mr., Hickok and his associates hcro in Phila delphia, and wished t:
to soc the £all term got under way with a minimum of dislocation,
I should ha ve coxprosscd mysclf in this manncr soveral months agoe

(Signed = Edwin S. Ross)

T . o R R N B R R
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On Octobor 14, 1941 Mr. Chodorov wroto to Mr. J. P. Kickok, prosie-
dont of thc Boardl of Trustoes of tho Philadclphia School, sayings
"Par your informations I thought Ross would quit whon I
sent him to Philadclphia"e.eeeandecsss"Ross has not kecpt
mo informed as to the situation down thore,"

It might well bc askced why the Director sont somcone in whom he hoa
a0 confidenco to such an important post as Phila dolphial

WMr.Hickok wrotc to Mr. Chodorov as follows:

"In reply to yours of tho l4th, have to statc that all of

us hore in Philadeclphia fcool vory sorry that Ed Ross found

it nccossary to resign from the position of field director

for Phila declphia, Wec werce satisfiod that hc was doing « _

good job and worc hopoful of bright prospocts for tho futurc."
At about the same timec Ed's aunt, Anna Ross, a Philadelphia School
Trustcc, widow of onc of theo most famous men in the Georgeist
rmovement, addressed a lotter to the N ow York Schoolt's Board of
Trustoos, protesting against thc conditions which had rcsulted in
Ed's resignation. She rcccived a roply written and signed by Mr.
Chodorov a nd not by thc Boa rd (this was vorifiod by tolephoning
Mrs. dc Mille, Prosidont of tho N ow York Board, who didn't cven
know of the cxistonec of the lctter sont by Anna Ross a t tho timo
Chodorov's roply wa s writton.) This reply, among other things,
s tated in substance that Ed was incompctent, and that Chodorov
ha d gotton morc work out of his voluntcoer workers than ho'd cver
gotten out of Ross,

Howover, the following coxtracts from lettors writton by Mr. Chodo-
rov to Mr. Ross show that he did not cxpcct Mr. Ross to quit whon
hce scnt him to this poste
(Dated Fobruary 27, 1941)
"You rcally should not tecach, But undor tho poculiar
circumstanccs cxisting in Philadelphia, I supposc you
will have to put in at lcast a yoar in dovoloping a
curriculumnseseesI know that you have a tough job in
Phila dclphia, but I a m guitc surc that in a couple
of ycars you w ill ha ve as good a school as John has
n Chicago."
(Dated April 2, 1941)
"N o onc know hottor than I tho difficultics you woro
under when you went to Philadolphia, It is for this
rcason that I do not oxpoct any startling rosults from
you for onc ycare. If you do opocratc a dozon classcs
in the Fall T will think you 2 marvolous SUCCOSSeeees
You will havo a  succcessful school in Philadclphia in
two yoapgyW™.”

"Of coursc you havo no tcachors. And thosc tcachors
that you do have don't know anythingese.eese.Howcvcr,
this is betwoon you and mc, and I don't want you to

advertiso my opiniong"

Mr. Chodorov a lso oxprcsscd his confidcnec in Mr. Ross to mutual
acquainta nccs. Tho following is an oxtract from a lottor writton
to Mr. Ross by Josoph Stockman, who rcplaccd Mr. Ross whon tho
lattor rosignod,
(Datod March 22, 1941)

"Have heard a little of your offorts so far in tho

Quaker City. Know only too wecll what you arc up

against Ed, but thon I do havo lots of confidenco

in your ability to got around somo of tho difficultics,

Spokc to Mr. Chodorov, or that is, ho started it. Ho

too beclicves in timc you will mastor thc situa tion."

Shortly after Mr.Ross! rcsignation, hc had occasion to mako a trip
to N cw York. Whilc thorc, Mr.Lancnstor Greono, one of the Truse
toccs of thc Noew = York School, asked Mr. Ross to sond him a copy
of his lottor of resignation. Mr., Ross did so, and took occasion
to mention that the Dircctor had bcon attcmpting to distort his
motives . The apponded lettor from Mre. Groen, and Mr. Ross!?
reply coriplote this "dossior,"

November 7, 1941
Mr Edwin Ross

Dcar Ed,
Thank you for vour lctter with a copy of your lottor of
rcsignation.s I hag hoped you wauld prove to be the ideal
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dircetor for Philadclphia as John Monroec is for Chieago and as Miss
iicCarthy is for N ow Jorscy.

I wndorstood from you that you had built up 13 cla sscs fron
sovon o t the tiue you startedj that you folt that criticisn by
our dircctor of your lack of rosults in ton months was not bascd on
knowledges Accordingly I asked for a roport from Philadclphia,
which ha s rcachoed 1c.

The rcport says: There a4 re 7 classcs going, (two of

which had no tcachor when you loft). Total onrollment

for thesc classcs was 61 studonts. One class was scho-

duled in Wilmington, but no dofinito information on it

is a vaila blo,

While I may diffor on principlc, I do not wish to ongage in
2 ny personal difforcncos with you or anyonc c¢lsoc. I know that
you a nd Mr. Chodorov a rc¢ sincorcly doing the becst you know
how for thc Honry Goorge School. If you disagroc with some of his
policy I hopo you will still got classcs togothcer and toach them
* whercver you arc, (Signced = Lancastcr M. Groenc)

On Nove 24th, in a lcngthy roply to Mr. Grocono'!s of tho 7th,
Mr.Ross madc thoe following points in rogard to the information
secnt to Mr. Grocno by an anonymous Philadelphian and roforrecd to
in Mr.Greonc's lctter: :
le Mr. Ross was dircctor at the Philadelp ia Extension & months

and not 10 as Mr. Grecnc had stated.

2. When Mr. Ross first arrived in Philadelphia thore were 4
classcs opcerating, not 7 as Mr. Greceno had statod.

3. When Mr. Ross lceft his position in Philadelphia thero were 12
classes operating and not 7 as Mrs Groone stated. In addition
to the 7 classcs Mr, Groone's alleged informant granted Mr,

Ross, there were:

2. Thrce classes in Wilmington which subsequently may have

been combined into one. Mr. Hickok in a letter to Mr.
Ross on Nov., 1l9thconfirms this,
b. In addition there were two la te classes started, one in
Manoa and one at the Frankford High School. Mr.
H ickok!s leétter confirms this as well,
Ce Another class started without Mr. Ross! assistanco a t
the Har Zion Institute. (This brings the total number of
classes in thc Philadelphia area to 13).

4, Re the ma ttor of leaving classes without teachers which Mr.

Greene mentioned:

a., Two teachers were suddenly taken ill before the start

of the term. One subsequently recovered and is teaching
his ‘:scheduled class,

be Mr. Stockman, one of N ew York'!s most successful teachers

a rrived on the scenc to takc over bgforg Mr. Ross left,

Mr., Hiekok adds in his letter: "I note your great concern

about alleged rcports of your failure to make good in Philadelphia.

There is"no need for this as everyone has given high praise¢ of your

WOrKeseeo

Mr. Ross concludes his letter to Mr. Greene as follows:

"You do not tell me who your informant was, but in the light
of the above it scarcely scems possible that it could have been
Mr. Hickok or anyone associated with him,

"of course I know that Mr.Chodorov was in Philadelphia on
Octe 23, but I cannot belicve that you would accept a "report"
from the very ma n against whom my conplaint is direccted. So I

must conclude that you did not know how to reach Mr.Hickok and so
were forced to contact somcone who, unfortunately, did not know
what he wns tdking about."

See also article on Philadelphia Extension in the current
(December, 1941) issue of the Freeman, page 45, for corrobora tion
of the utter inaccuracy of Mr. Greene'!s letter, Somebody slipped N
up soriecwhere in concocting this story about the inefficioncy of
Ed Ross.

But why continue? The quoted material speaks for itself. It
is high tine that the Georgeist movement became awarc of tho
nethods and tactics which arec cmployed by the administration of
the N. Y. School against those who have had the moral courage to
oppose their destructive policies. The casec of Mr. Ross is
neither the first nor the last instance of these methods:- the
firing of Sidncy Abelson, the rcsignatioh of Lloyd Buchman, the
cjection of Domeld” MaeDonald and Charles Washbourn from the
School, the firing of Helen Bernstcin a nd Gaston Ha xo, the sus-
pension of Michacl J. Bernstein from the faculty, all have been
accoipanied by similar pervorsions of truth - but in simple truth
all have been purcly cascs of opposition to the views, policies and
methods of the present administration of the Henry George Sehool of
New York!
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FelloweGoormist:

The followiing tontative Program wos woscuted at the massenoec s
ine held on Wov, 30, In nuzordanto with the will of the mceting,
copics arc boing sont for your considowprntion. 1f you have any rocoie
mend tions plonse tringalt them to i.J. Burnstein, Apte LE9, 10 lcu-
roc St., NeY.Cs

TUATATIVE PROGEAM

I. Proposcd policy for thc Honry Goorgc School:

The complocte taxation of land valucs 2nd tha abolition of all
tazcs on production constitutos tho basic Goorgist program. The
Houry Goorge School hoping to achicve its cnds throuzh cducational
mothods, reeognizes that tho domoecr~tice libortios of fres speceh, Fiud
pross, frue asseubly, cqual and universal franchisc ond reprosonfifive
soverament arc the absolutely indisponsable prorcquisites to thoe ate
5o tmpaont and maintcenance of a Goorglist sccinl order arnd honec nush b
ivoserved and defondede

a) A cossation of 2ll attacks con othor Georgist groups and .G
adoyrtion of an attitude of positive coopcration and helpfulnass to
them insofar as the facilities of the Sehool and the limitations of
the Chartcr peruit.

II. Proposed administration of the School

a) The adoption by the gchool of o Constitution and By-Laws
providing for dasocratic ndministriatione.

b) Demoeratic scleection of Trustccos, ncchanical and logal do=-
tails to bc worked out.

¢) An cleceted comaittec to rocelvo, consideor and proscnt to tuc
Trustccs suggestions, criticisns and gricvancces.

d) Formation of a "faculty and student council,"

¢) Poliey of appointing teachcrs on tho basis of merit alone
nccordance with accepted cducationnl practiccse

£f) A small committco selcctod by tho "faculty and student
council,"

g) A willingness on tho part of tho Sechool Administration to
gxperinent with now cducational tcchniques in tho disseminttion of
Goorgism, both of 2 popular and scholarly naturc.

h) A willingness on the part of the Sehool Administration e
attoupt to rcach and influcnce other progressive and libcral groups.:

22

TII. Reetificntion of abuscse

a) Invitation to all tcachors and voluntecr workers whoegG COi--
nootion with the School has bocn scvered for any rcason whotsoover
to roturn and reswac participation in the Schoolt!s activitius.
b) llo onu roeciving any wage or foo from the School, dimw ctly
or irdirccetly, to be cligiblc for scloetion to the Board cf Yinib.uf,
¢) aAn iimicdinto and absolute ropudintion of any pust or proscit
~ta of School officials associating tho School with Scribuorfs Coie
sator or any other pro-Faseist ngeoncy, and an imecdiste romoval
fpow ths School promises of the panphlat "Eduenting for o Froo Soclet).
a) 4 repudintion of the Frocriants presont cditorinl policy; tho
Froomnan to confinc itsclf to School nows, items of intcrcst about
the Geergist moveuent as a whole, nd tho publicntion of pvurcly thoc-
rotical articles of o strictly ceonomic and not of a sociologicnl
and political naturce
o) It shall be the policy of the School and of all its officri:,
#culty and workers to comport thonsclves in their rolations with
saeh obhor and with all outside groups with tolorance 2nd deeole) s
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The trustccs have grantcd lir. Boernsteint's recquest for 2 hearing
on Dcce 13,1941 but on the following terms:

1, No stenographcr will be admitted and honee therc will be no verbati
rccord & what transpircse.

2, Only the trustccs, their Counscl and MNr. Bernstein to be prescatb;
i.0e¢, no audiencc, no witnesscs, and not cven two of the principal
dcfondants, F. Chodorov and P. Pcachs

The trustcos have known for nonths many of the facts that lire
Bornstcin was to present (execpt lire Lincoln who naskcd to see Mr.
Bernstecin privately anyway), and previous star chamber hcarings of
this kind have proven uttcerly ineffectual in renedying abuses. IHolco,
having asked for the right to present witnecsscs, question the dofcoii-
dants, and bring along 2 stenographer, and having strongly recourcnasd
trat all prescnt or past active School Georglsts be admitted in cuider
to learn the facts, ilre Bernstein feels wholly justified in cateror=
jenlly refusing to go through with the hearing on the uttorly abouid
torms proposed by the trustecs.

Howcver, a mass-necting to discuss all the developments to d-tc,
as woll as plans for furthcr action will be held on Sunday night,
Dece 21, 1941l at 7:45 pene ot Union M.BE. Church, 229 W 48th St.,
W.Y.C. Plcase come on time and bring friends who are graduntes of thle
School .
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SOME_FACTS ABOUT THE HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL (WHICH THE SCHOOL WON'T TELL YOU)!!!

"National unity seems to be something under which you crawl into bed with Lindbergh
at night and weke up with Burt Wheeler in the morning. We are for national unity of
course, but we know we haven't got it. The America Firsters haven't changed their
point of view. They will start shouting for a negotiated peace as soon as we have
some military reverses and Hitler makes overtures."

This quotation, from a speech by Dr. Frank Kingdon, president of the Union for Demo-
cratic Action, would be well to keep in mind while observing the future tactics of the
Henry George School.

The Director of the Henry George School, also editor of its official publication
"The Freeman", has not merely written articles for SCRIBNER'S COMMENTATOR, the leading
pro-Nazi Journal in the U.S.A., recently investigated by the Federal Grand Jury, but
gave 1t, 1n his capacity as School Director, the following endorsement:

"A magazine which is deliberately pointed away from the collectivistic tendency of
the times - is indeed & novelty in the periodical field., SCRIBNER'S COMMENTATOR will .
hit a responsive chord in the hearts of those Americans who still believe in the free-
dom of the individual."

This testimonial was embodied in a circular by SCRIBNER'S and mailed to hundreds of
graduates and students of the Henry George School. These names, supposed to be kept
confidential by the School, were made available by the School administration. Do you
want your name on the mailing list of pro-Nazl agencles?

Do you know why F.B.I. agents have visited the Henry George School on several occa-
sions, the first visit occurring almost a year ago?

Do you know that the Henry George School maintains the closest relations with Albert
Jay Nock, notorious anti-Semite and pro-Fascist; that Nock's books are sold at the
School; that Nock's anarchistic ideas constitute the philosophy of the School's con-
trolling personnel?

Do you know that the School's official magazine, in the past two years, has refused,
except in a few cases, to print anti-Nazi articles, and that in those few cases, the
authors of the anti-Nazi articles were subsequently "purged" from all connection with
the School? :

Do you know that all those teachers, volunteer workers, and employees of the School
who opposed its anti-democratic, anti-conscription and defeatist view-point, have been
expelled, dismissed or forced to resign?

We illustrate the School's official "line" (a line which it has never repudiated) by
quotations from the School's official magazine, "The Freeman". The examples could be
multiplied, ten-fold; lack of space forbids:

"There's no sense in fighting for land which belongs to others who will make you pay
to use it after you have risked your life to ward off prospective foreign landlords."
(July 1940, p. 194)

"Maybe Japan will prove to bea benefactor to the coolie Chinese enslaved by his
age-old masters." (May 1941, p. 147)

"What difference does it make what flag flies over the domain? Have not the land-
lords always made the lawe and fashioned the patriotiem of all countries?" (August
1941, p. 223)

"To oppose military conscription as a violation of natural rights is only a part of
the struggle for freedom."

"That is why he [your neighbor| should be werned against the iniquity of conscrip-
tion." (Sept. 1940, p. 2h5§h

"Permenent conscription in annual classes will become the law of the land when
America is properly conditioned." (May 1941, p. 152)

"The Japanese may be forced into this undertaking [invasion of the Dutch Indieé] by
their inability to do business with moralistic Uncle Sem. In that case will the
Aperican fleet go into Asiatic waters to protect something or other?" (March 1940,
p.99)

. "We must buy from all the world including Germany...." (April 1941, p. 136)

"In business, we trade with those who are both willing and able to pay their bills.
Their political beliefs, their moral conduct (save where it throws light on their abil-
ity to pay,) their creed, race, color or mannerisms do not determine their desirabil-
ity as buyers or as sellers." (Sept. 1941, p. 246)

"Without serious lose *o our intellectual probity, we can dismiss the moralisms of
the speech [Roosevelt'éw out of hand. After all, we have heard the stuff so often
from the lips of ..... Messrs. Mussolini and Hitler."

"My, Roosevelt's 'State of the Union' speech before Congress was ..... replete with
the banalities of liberalism [the Four Freedoms | ." (Feb. 1941, p. 79)

"President Roosevelt has fireside-chatted us into an 'unlimited emergency'. That....
means we are at war. In due time, we will be informed with whom - Japanese, French, .
Ttalians, or maybe Germans. Ours is not to question why, ours is but to pay and die.
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"The answer that any analysis of current events brings us is that Americans of the
future will be slaves of the State." (July 1941, p. 194)

"The 'power of the people' is a contradiction in terms..... that is the anomaly of
the democratic political order: the assumption that power may reside in all the
people." (May 1940, p. 146)

"When we assay the abracadabra of politics with the touchstone of economic freedom,
wehobservg ghat even the American Constitution was born in a bed of disease." (Feb.
1941, p. 80 i

"On Jan. 11, 1941, [ﬁhe date Lease-Lend became la;} the curtain was raised on the
last act of the tragi-comedy entitled 'American Democracy'. When it falls at last,
will the audience acclaim the performance with a Heil?" (Feb. 1941, p. 80)

In the more comfortable times of peace, when our being at war seemed utterly remote
to some, The Freeman asserted (Aug. 1940, p. 218):

"If it was true a year ago that conscription is a complete denial of man's inalien-
able rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, any Justificationof con-
scription now as a democratic principle is intellectual prestigitation."”

"If it was true a year ago that war entrenches the forces of monopoly, degrades the
individual, strengthens the political machine, and destroys democracy, than to argue
now for war as a means toward freedom is either a denial of principle or a rationali-
zation that defies all reason."

But war has come to America, and says the Freeman, "Wisdom makes its bargain." It
now soft-pedals the war, and concerns itself exclusively (like all defeatist elements)
not with winning the war but only with the peace. It cannot however resist a parting
defeatist thrust on page 56 of the January, 1942 issue:

"We are training skilled air pilots by the thousand, not to render service to
gsociety but to destroy it as much as possible.”

Hencz we reproduce for you the following Georgist resolution first presented on Dec.

21, 1941:

The Henry George School of Social Science in New York City ls professedly a non-
political, non-partisan, educational institution chartered by the University of the
State of New York to teach the doctrines of Henry George who was the greatest liberal
America has produced. Henry George loved his fellow-men and gave his life in the cause
of the dispossessed. He believed in political democracy end was ready to fight for
it, to defend it against attack and aggression. If Henry George were alive today, he
would be in the fore-front of the struggle to save mankind's painfully acquired tkougl
imperfect liberties egainst the barbaric and inhuman assaults of the Axis-powers.
Nevertheless, the Henry George School which enjoys the privilege of tax-exemption, has
through its official publication "The Freeman" and with the full cognizance and cor-
porate approval of its Board of Trustees (who are also the Directors of the Freeman),
adopted the following definite political positions:
1.That no nation has ever justifiably participated in any war, including the present

one.

2.That it should be a matter of indifference to menkind whether the present war is won

by the Allies or by the Axis powers, and that resistance to Hitler is unJjustified,

involving merely a change of masters.

3.That the present hatred for Hitler and Nazism are purely the result of false propa-

ganda and that the Nazis do not really desire conquest.

4.That a defense program for the United States is entirely unnccessary, and that con-

scription is a violation of the citizen's rights and should constantly be opposed.
5.That the aggressions of the Nazis and the Japanese are simply the result of the re-
fusal of the political democracies (including the United States) to do business with
them, and that the war could have been averted and could now be satisfuctorily con-
cluded for all concerned if the democracies offered the dictatorships free trade;
that failure to make such an offer, in effect, throws the responsibility for the
present war on the democracies (the United States included) and not on the Axis-
powers.

.That the present Roosevelt administration is entirely responsible for leading us in-
to war in an attempt to divert our attentim from its inability to solve our internal
problems, and that their ultimate purpose is the creation of a collectivized slavery
in the United States. Hence, the Roosevelt New Deal represents a far greater danger
to our freedom than do the Axis powers, with which it is, ifi substance, identical.
7.That any country which goes to war must of necessity emerge permanently totalitardan.
8.That the attaimment of political democracy by large sections of the human race is

essentially a worthless achievement, there being no fundamental difference, as far

as human welfare is concerned, between political democracy and totalitarianiem,

Democratic institutions and practices are worthy only of contempt.
9.That democracy in the United States is finished.

However, despite the apparent definitenecss of these positions there is reason to

suspect that they were not even the result of reactionary principle but of sheer

opportunism and expediency, for, the Henry George School.

O
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A.Despite its professed desire for Justice,did never once protest against the barbar-
ism and beastliness of the fifty-to-one Nazi executions in France, Poland, Czecho-
slovakia and the Balkans;

B.Despite its professed clamor for free trade as manifested in its demand for the
1lifting of the embargo against Japan and for normal business relations with the
Nazis, never once demanded the repeal of the Neutrality Act, which was equally a
restraint of trade, never once specifically demanded the free entry of all refugees
from the totalitarian countries, even though there can be no genuine free trade
without free migration.

C.Although it praised (and rightfully) the gallant Finns for having resisted the
Russian invasion, nevertheless poured contempt on the Yugoslave and Greeks for re-
sisting the even more virulent and brutal totalitarienism of the Nazis.

Therefore, we the undersigned Georgists, many of us now or formerly connected with
the Henry George School as students, graduates, teachers, volunteer workers and em-
ployees, wish to make the following statements:

1.That we completely repudiate as untrue the position taken by the Henry George School
of New York on the issues involved in the present world conflict and that we condemn
the opportunism which has dictated this policy.

2.That we affirm that the defeatist and anti-democratic propaganda disseminated by
the Henry George School of New York, particularly through its official organ "The
Freeman", is not only wholly antagonistic to the principles and doctrines of Henry
George, but is calculated to lower morale and give ald and comfort to pro-Axis
forces, thus destroying the national unity so essential to the successful prosecu-
tion of the fight against totalitarlan domination.

3.We, the undersigned, reaffirm our faith in our democratic institutions and assert
that they must be defended at all costs, against the dehumanized onslaughts of the
modern barbarians from without, and the machinations of traitors within. We call
upon the Henry George School to purge itself of those elements who are responsible
for this reactionary and totalitarian line which has been grafted on to the School,
and publicly to announce that this line was a perversion of Georgist thought, and a
betrayal of Georgist principle.

SIGNED
Henry Hellyer George Bigley __Herbert Good W. Chamberlaine
Morris Farkosch Julian Loebenstein David Newman Rubin Mitotsky
Miriam Hetzel Charlotte Curtis _Martha Zalles Katherine Ross
Celia Chancas Miles Shefferman” Sara Wald : Sidney Abelson
A. B. Hawking Edward Roxburgh John Michael, Jr. Elbert Josefson
Max Flechner Philip Rubin Martin Schlesinger Grace Yavelow
Sophie Vernes Lucretia Harding David Ross Donald Harding
Carl Chancas Edith Shefferman George Berger Ruth Grayber
—~Ann Ross Olive Michael Gaston Haxo W
William Auerbach — Helen Bernstein Selma Levine ara Fighman
Ralph Rosen Hester Bradbury Charles Washbourn (_William Newcomb > :
Norman Barasch Rose Gutman Aaron Rutberg Milton Ohrbach
_—Fdwin Ross Margaret Fellows___Roger Morgan D. P. Economopoulos
~—Rita Levine Florence Auerbach Esther Newman ‘Michael Bernstein
~Reginald Zalles Aram Bashian Laura Ross Eugene Lokey
Ruth Rutberg Harold Lebe S. Mehalides Aaron Brown
Jonas Brown Bernice Yavelow Joseph Perrini Victor Orsini
Arthur Seiff Ruth Brown Erna Nash Matthew Green
John Finnerty Henry Sklow Beatrice Ortis Samuel M. Levin

E. de F. Curtis, Jr. Gertrude Rubenstein Lazarus Maistelman

But nothing in the School has been changed fundamentally. The same administration
and teachers who were responsible for and supported the positions described in the
above resolution are still actively in control. All opposition has been purged and
hence it has become imperative to expose the Henry George School of New York as an in-
stitution using the name of the great American socilal reformer for purposes directly
opposed to his teaching and to recommend that if you are interested in a genuine in-
stead of a spurious, Georgeism, that you contact any or all of the following truly
Georgist agencies:
l.Henry George Institute of New England - 90 Beacon St., Boston, Mass.
2.Amcrican Alliance to Advance Freedom - 160 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.
3.Land and Freedom - 150 Nassou St., New York, N. Y.






Mrs. Rol)ert C McNamara
20 Indian Hill Road
Winnetka, [llinois

November 27, 1941

Dear Mason:

Your mother tells me that while you have not yet Prof.
L. J. Johnson, you have heard about him in connection with
your Single Tax work. It seems to me she gaid also, that
you hoped to meet him.

As she may have told you, he is an uncle of mine, by
marriage, and if you would like to go to see him, I know
he would be delighted to talk to you. As a matter of fact,
I have just been writing a letter to my aunt, and told her
about you, so that if you called them up, or appeared ther=
some day, she would know who you were.

Please don't feel for a moment that you have to look them
uo just because I told them about you, or you about them. But
if you would li%e to do so, you would bes v=ry cordially wel-
comed, I know. You will find both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson very
stimulating people to talk to and I know they would enjoy you.
They live at 90 Raymond Street (about a mile from the Yard)
and their telephone number, I believe, is Kirkland 0535. (I
may have the exchange wrong. It used to be University and was

changed. )

I am glad that everything is going well with you. I shall
hope to hear about it when you are home at Christmas time.

Cordially,

l§4leAA.\YWW-VU\JkAN\“)\“\\




Janmuary o, 1942

Dear Fellow-Georgist:

The resolution wanich follows was first circulated on November 2, 194l
after many months of futile attempts to induce the Trustees of the Henry George
Scinool of New Yorx to clean house, The resolution was sent to them at that time,
and our attempts at reform have since continued, But instead of reform, more
"purges" and severances were the only results, It has oecome obvious that the
Scncol is now in tie hands of a mononolistic and reactionary oligarchy, working
in cooperation witih a dictatorial director. It refuses either to adopt any real
measures of reform or to surrender a single bit of its vower to a genuinely demo-
cratic reconstruction of the School,

The following tentative program was submnitted to and rejected by the
Scnool Trustees: 1. Cessation of all attacks on other Georgeist groups and an
attitude of positive helpfulness to such groups. 2. Constitution and By-Laws
oroviding for a deuwocratic administration. 3. Democratic selection of trustees,
in place of the present self-perpetuating oligarchy. 4, A democratically elec-

ted grievance committee. 5, A "faculty and student council.M 6. Appointment
of teachers on the basis of werit alone. ~ 7. An elected committece to dDe observers
at trustees! meetings. 8, A willingness to expermment with new technicues and

nethods for disseminating Georgism. 9. An attempt to reach and cooperate with
other liberal and progressive groups. 10. Invitation to all "purgees" to return

to active cooperation at the Scrool, 11, No one receiving any mage or fee from

tine School to pne a Trustee. 12, Absolute and open repudiation of the Schoolts

cooperation with "Scribner's Coummentator," or otner pro-Nazi agencies. Lo, abe

solute and open reoudiation of the School's and the Frecnan's anti-defense, anti-
demnocratic, anti-Georgeist and anarcnistic ideology. 14, An attitude of mutual
tolerance, decency and respect.

Hence, it has become necessary to expose the Henry George School of

New York as »n institution using the name of the great Anerican social reformer

fof purposes directly opposed to his teaching and to reconiend tast if you are

intervsted in a genuine, instead of a spurious, Georgeism, that you contact any

or a1l of the following truly Georgeist agencies:i——

. The Henry George Institute of New England - 90 Beacon St., Boston, Mass.

. Anerican Alliance to Advance Freedom — 16C Fifth Avenue, New York, N, Y.

Land and Freedon - 150 Nassru Street, New York, N, Y.

. Society for Long Island Georgeists - 207-12 Jamaica Ave., Bellaire, L.I., N.Y.

The Resolutions and signatories follow:
WHEREAS, tne Henry George Scuool, under its present administration, is, -despitc
greatly increased financial expenditures, faced with a constantly declining
enrollment, AND
2. WHEREAS, tue Director of the School seens at a complete loss to find means for
increasing the enrollment, and refuses even to consider any changes in
those methods ~nd techniogues which no longer seen particularly effective,
AND :

3. WHEREAS, tne Director has fniled, except fron anong a tiny fraction of those
actually gradunting, to secure even the smallest financial contribution
to the Scnool, clearly demonstrating that his administrative policies and
techniques of conversion have utterly failed in turning out any apprecia-
ble muiber of Georgeists whose devotion extends to a willingness to make

even the smrllest financial sacrifice, =»nd this despite the thousends of

o3 0
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graduates the Director has claimed for the School, AND

4, WHEREAS, the Direcctor and the Board of Trustees have kept the teachers and
volunteer workers in practically complete ignorance of the managerent and
internal affairs of the School, AND

5, WHEREAS, the Dirsctor of the School nas snnounced that the Freeman of vhich
he is editor is the official organ of the School contrary to the assertion
by sone, when found expedient, thet the two were separate and distinct en—
tities, AND g

6. WHEREAS, the Director, as Bditor of tine Freeaan, has refused to pernit ex-
pressionto any views opposing his own decidedly political opinions in the
gsnid Freenan, or in any of the School's other organs, agencies or nedia,
AND

7. WHEREAS, the Direftor has by his actions clearly indicated that he insists
upon being regearded as the infellible judge of vhat constitutes the pure
Georgeist philosophy and has treated as heretics condemned to excomrunica-
tion any wao arve dared to disagree witn his views, AND

8. WHEREAS, in controversies arising out of such disagreenents, the Director,
absndoning the plane of intelligent and courteous argunent has not hesita-
ted to attack his opponents with the nost violent personal abuse and with
a deliberate distortion and perversion of both their ideas and of their
10tives, as well as of the facts of the controversy, AND

9. WHEREAS, despite the positive political position taken by hin in the Freenan
and in the classroon, the Director hias failed to set forth clearly,; une-
quivocally ~nd honestly this position in the School's advertising natter
or publicity literature, but uss, on tane contrary, attenpted to convey a
contrary inpression to the public he is trying to reach, AND

10, WHEREAS, the Director has purged frou the ranks of teachers and volunteer
workers all wio radically disagreed with or criticized hin, and has used




tue
vocation to, resign,
the severance,
on the faculty, AND

11, WHEREAS, the Director has publicly stated that the

AND
12. VHEREAS,

fron its proper function of
groups and gublications,

9
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lstnods of wituholding classes, blunt expulsicn,

and done all in its vower

insult, abuse, and vro-

and subsequently has circulated false explenations of
and has thus attenpted to insure hinself a najority supovort

Schuol is not a denocracy, 2
the Scucnl, torcugh its Director and Trustees has literally strayed

education to abuse and attack other Georgeist
to discourage and dis-—

parage any attenpts to spreand the doctrines of Henrv George by other

Georgeists and by cther

13, WHEREAS, tne Scuool,

blacklisted tne works
respect a virtual totalitarian dictatership,
WHEREAS, the Director nas frequently boasted of his power to control the ac-
vhose enployee he is supposed to be,
waich constitutes it a seni-public institution

tions of the Board
TWHEREAS,

cf Trustees
the School's cuarter,

riethods, AND

or writings of

AND

thrcugh its Director, nas in seversl instances banned or
cther Georgeists, establishing in this

AND

entitled to exceptional privileges =nd exemptions has been viclated and
seriously endangered by nany of the above acts and others not mentioned

herein,
THEREFORE,

tiie undersigned,

consisting of nany of

the School's contribu-—

tors, ex-students, graduates, friends, advanced students, téachers, ex—teachers,
volundeer-workers, sx-~volunteer-workers, and ex—euployees, Wish tc cell the Trus-
tees to a recollection of their legal and ncoral responsibilities, and respectfully
but firmly denand that the Board of Trustees take cognizance of the evils herein
set forth and initiate ianediate steps leading tn taue eradication of said evils,

New Jersey Scuo.l
Adaron H, Brown
Ruth 3rown

Tucson, Arizona
E. BE. F., Skeel
Helen Mouat
Hester uelgs

_—Charles Josepih Saitn (N.Y.)

-Robert Clancy (X.Y.)

Salvatore Fiore, Jr.
~Martha Zalles
L. Leo Greenwald
Williaa W. Newconb
David L. Nevman
Ricnard Lene
Ruth R. Rutberg
Jonas Brown
Gertrude Rubenstein
Matthew Green
Esther Newman
D. P. Econonocpoulss
~Sidney J. Abelson
E. . Lokey
—Helen Bernstein
Lydia Nilsson
A, A, Rutberg
A, B. Hawkins
Bernice Yavelow
Elbert E. Josefson
Selna Levine
S. A. Sctineidaan
Edward Roxburgh
" Louis Marshak
Erna Nash
L. N. Stjernberg
Willian Auerbaci
Hester Ann Bradoury
Lloyd Buchnan

)

SIGNED
Philadelpliia
Edwin S. Ross
Laura Ross
Mirian Hetzel

Schiocl

Delaware

tia Harding

D,n-ﬁlu Harding
Kotherine P, Ross

B, de Forest Curtis, JT.

Arde
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Signed: to points 4,7,849,10,11,13,15}
o 12 for the Director only - do ndt know enough
vbout trustees in connection with 12,

As editors

migh to comient on ‘ancther

(s
(t
(e
(1,2:3,14,
(v
(

do not sign points 5 and 6,

John J. Manson
Rita Levine
S, Helialides
Max E. Fleishner
Lee Simmons
Celia Chancas
Artimr Seiff
Florence Auerbach
Benjanin Bavinder
Abrali=an Leaf
Olive Micnael
artin Schilesinger
Micnael J. Bernstein
uelan L. Rattray
Lazarus Maisteliaan
Pearl Grodnan
Meyer Miller
Doroathy R, Posner
Rutk Grayber
Doris Korn
Anna Lichtnan
Wlorris D. Forkosch
Nerman Barasch
liorris Van Veen
Grace Yavelow
Yale Leavy
Svd Lander
Charles Wasghbourn
Milton Auerbach
Leon T, Arpin

of Land & Freedon do

Boston School [> y =
<

Aran 3Bashian 5
Roger W, Morgan 47"

Reginald Zalles (all"wl‘

but No. 1)

subscribe
or “about

not
publication, and hence

Joseph J. Perrini

C. M. Ossi=as

Joseph C. Hutchinson
Rose Gutman

Charles A. Kee

Sara Fishnan
Chiarlotte O, Schetter
Harry Cooperstein
Floyd Hasselriis

"BEva J. Bernstein

Maricn Seeley
Sara Wald

Gaston Haxo

G. Berzger

Shirley Marshak
lfadeleine Swarte
Ernest L. PFein
Margaret A. Fellows
John P, Snyder

W, L. Lean

Victor Orsini

Voo He-Coffin
Darthea 3, Coffin
Mildred Shottcn
Edith Munsnn
Harold Lebe

Jacob 4, Allen
Milton Ohrbach

C. J. Chadecas
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Yours for the Cause,
Lanp AnD FrEEDOM
150 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y.

Contributions to Sustention Fund in 1941

Dr. Comfort A. Adams, $5;{ Herbert C. Allen, $5; Anonymous, $100; Howard J. Bailey, $9;
Warren atve and Bostroem, $13; Harold'S. Buttenheim, $8; Joan Chaffe, $30; Arthur
Taft Chase $12; William E. Cl ment, $5; Grac bel Colbron, $5: Thurlow E. Coon, $5 W L.
Crosman, $10 o Cullman, $10,)@nna George de Mille, $7;) Helen D. Denbigh, $15; Amaha Du
Bois, $5; "Harris T. Dun ar, ; Hon. Charles R. Eckert m A. D. Engelsman, $5; Albert Firmin,
$10; Frances H. Gray, $6; Edward A. Hach, $12; William L. Ha.ll $5; Dr. Wm. J. Harrmgton $10
Dr. Royal E. S. Hayes, $20 Edward J. Hllton $5; C. M. Hoose, $5 John B. Knight, $5;
.Llncon $10) Charles A. Llngham $44; John Luxton $10; F. W Lynch $7; Harry C. Magmre,
$2 Tt Maffn’ $8,. ‘Mona McM&hqn, §10: Gustaf Miller, §18: Theodore H. Miller, $14;

Helen Mouat $5; ! ANCIS ‘m son, $1 l(l A.W. Plummer $19;

James B. Pullman, 5{Hon. Lawson Purdy, $18:)J. Craig Ralston, $20; Hon. Jackson H. Ralston $13;
Leonard T. B‘ecker,& : ranms : $o; Mattﬁew Roche, $5; John oebuc eorge
L. Rusby, $23; Char o'ffe Schetter, $50 Dr S. A. Schneidman, $11; Jake Shell $5; EmllyE F Ske i"
gIZU WIHIS x.

Snyder, $5; Walter G. Stewart $8; Harold Sudell $5 Joseph Swame $5; Howard M.

Thomson $5; George Q Thornton $8; Ida Toepfert $5; U. A. Vlncent $5; Charles D. Willard, $5.
In:all smenmting Hod = = < n iy o $1088
Insums of less than $6__________________. 76




Mr. Mason Gaffney
525 Ash St.
Winnetka, vIll. i
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Dear friend:

The AOTTA will mo longer appear. We have
made clear (we hope) the reasons for the
division of opinion among the Georgists
at the New York School. Announcement of
the plan of action to be taken by those
in agreement with the AOTTA will be sent



NOVIO =z
Ly
=z 4--PM .;\_‘,I

294\ /
e | T HAS-SHD E-OF-CARD IS FOR-ADDRESS )

Mr. M. Mason Gaffney
Grays 27=28

Harvard College
Cambridge, Mass.



LAND AND FREEDOM

150 Nassau Street, NEw York City

Dear Mr. Gaffney:

‘ fhanks for your remittance of $1.00 for one
year's subscription to LAND AND FREEDOM. Thanks,
too, for your encouraging words about our publi-
cation., We would like to use your letter in our
next issue.

Our thanks also go to Mr. Alexander Greene for
awakening your interest in our magazine.

Sincerely yours,
LAND AND FREEDOM



A MESSAGE FROM FRANK CHODOROV

"PHARISEES AND GEORGISTS"

"Woe unto you, seribes and Pharisees, hypooritesi” said Jesus, and for approxi-
mately twenty centuries we've been running down those fellows who substituted phrases

for reality, meking a fetish of form and forgetting that God is the God of the living
not of the dead,

But, are we not all inclined more or less toward pharisaism? Is there not a
tendency among all who have escquired a particular knowledge or who have accepted a
definite line of thought, to codify that philosophy or knowledge, label it, put it
into clever phrases and sointillating syllogisms, and then find a perfect refuge from
reality in the pastime of juggling these phrases and syllogisms?

Georgists have been pafticularly addieted to pharisaism, not only because they
are human, but more so because the philosophy they have mastered is such a perfect
line of reasoning that the tendency is to emphasize its formulae rather than the -
human ideal which prompted its founder. The end and purpose of Georgism is not to . '
expound the law of rent or the theory of private property, but to bring about a social |
order of decericy. And the most fabulous self-satisfaction of Georgists is that of
ringing the changes in debates on the fiscal reform George proposes.,

Now, the Pharisees had some good points. Their emphasis of words rather than
meaning, of ritual rather than substance is the basis of the charge of hypocrisy.
But, were they not more guilty of smallness of vision than wickedness of purpose?
"'ere they not like many of us who delight in whittling words into the small hours of
the night and feel that in so doing we are furthering the cause of human liberty?
"iere they not small, rather than bad? Are we not similarly deficient in vision when
we give ourselves up to argufying over theory rather than preaching the gospel?

In that the Pharisees kept to the Law expounding its principles and refining its
doctrines, they served a purpose. Jesus was with them on that point. He said He was
not for changing the Law, but for implementing it with reality. The lLaw was all
right, but how did it apply to the living? A theory is as good as the results of its
application, and here was a good theory - the Law ~ which was not being applied to
the social order, not even being put up for trial. That made it a barren theory.
But, because the Pharisees were delinquent in offering the theory as a working prin-
ciple, or a guide to life, did not mean that the thepry was deficient or should be
thrown overboard.

Likewise, we Georgists must be good Pharisees in that we are well-posted on the
theory of Georgism, we must fortify ourselves with a thorough knowledge of our phil-~
osophy, so that we do not go off half-baked. Lack of understanding can hurt our
cause as much as insincerity of purpose. Like the Pharisees, we should know all our
definitions, our doctrines of natural law and natural rights, our theory of economic
conditioning, our reasons for abolishing taxes, our justification for collecting
economic rent. Unlike the Pharisees, we must not rest satisfied with our knowledge;
we must interpret the status in terms of that knowledge, we must show up the unsound-
ness of the life we are forced to live,

The explanation for pharisaism throughout the ages is that men seek to satisfy
their desires with the least effort. A social philosophy - and this includes nearly
all religious systems -« is one that aims to make the world a better place to live in.
That means a change in the existing conditions. But, whatever the existing conditions
may at any time be, some fellows find them quite pleasant, for themselves, and as a
consequence they look upon a change with disfavor. These well-fixed fellows don't
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"PHARISEES AND GEORGISTS" Page 2.

like social reformers and are likely to make things unpleasant for them, if they talk
too loudly or too boldly. Nobody worries much about a theorist who indulges his
fancy only to the extent of arguing about it with his friends. But, when he brings
it out in the open, lets it pour its revealing light on the beneficiaries of the
status quo, he must be curbed - crucified, if need be.

Jesus, because He was what He was, insisted on making the Law a living thing,
and therafore Hoewas put out of the way. But the Pharisees were of a different sub-
stence; desire for reform under the circumstances being difficult of accomplishment,
they made things easier for themselves by changing that desire. They made of the Law
a theory, enjoyed themselves by twiddling about it, and nobody had any objection to
that. So long as they econfined the jurisdiction of their God to the dead, they
actually played into the hands of the stand-patters, and profited accordingly.
Pharisaism became a comfortable desire, easily satisfied.

And so Georgists, being human, are prone to find that any attempt to make their
philosophy a living thing will meet with considerable opposition - from their friends,
wives, and even their own, more "conservative" Georgists. That makes things diffi-
cult, And when the forces of reaction are most firmly saddled - as during a war =
the opposition to such a radical change as the complete abolition of privilege is
decidedly menacing to anyone advocating it. Those who would benefit most from the
proposed change are the shock troops of such opposition.

The inclination toward pharisaism in such circumstances is very strong. And
that is what hurts the advancement of Georgism. Its advocates find comfort in
cultism - in talking to one another about their glorious transendentalism, and even
in rejecting thc possibility of an imminent change. And for further comfort, it is
easy to so trim the edges of the philosophy as to make it palatable to those who for
personal interest should be violently opposed to it. This is what is euphemistic-
ally known as an adjusgment. Jesus named it hypocrisy.

This tendency toward adjustment, of taking refuge from the reality toward
which a true philosophy drives, is the plague of all social reforms. It comes from
that human urge to try to get along as best one can, an urge that finds its sub=-
limation in slavery. And only those Georgists are worth while who are fortified by
both knowledge, and that inflexibility of purpose which does not permit them to
compromise, no matter how great the temptation to do so might be, no matter how
threatening the road to Calvary.

June, 1942




LLand and Freedom
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NEW YORK
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August 6, 1942

Yr. F. Mason Gaffney
525 Ash Street
Winnetka, 111,

- Dear Mr. Gaffney:

Your change of address has been noted, and a May-June
issue has been sent there, as well as the new July-August
issue. Please advise us whether this is a permanent change
or whether you are to return to Harvard in the Fall.

With reference to your statement,"You have lost my con-
fidence," we must confess to some surprise at this late time.
We do not know by what reasoning you have accused us of
making you "sound 1like a Bernstein man," the editing having
gone no farther tham omitting your reference to the Henry
George School of Social Science as am "ivory tower." For

our information,your letter, in part, read as follows:

«+». Who has accused the Henry George School of Social
Sclence of being an ivory tower affair...." Your allusion
seemed an unnecessary embarrassment to the School, and we
reserved our right to generalize the statement. As edi ted,
it them read as follows: "...who has no use for those George -
ist groups who wish to remain in an ivory tower...." wWe
fall to see how this change could be Interpreted in the
manner that you have chosen.

LAND AND FREEDOMhas always welecomed criticism, but we
believe that yours has been a rather tenuous one.  However,

we trust that our relations will remain pleasant, and we
would be glad to hear from you from time to time.

Sineerely yours,

LAND AND FREEDOM

it
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August 22, 1942

Mr. M, Mason Gaffney
525 Ash Street
Winnetka, Ill.

Dear Mr. Gaffney:

My, Smith has asked me to thank you for your letter of
August 10, addressed to him. He appreciates your extended
explanation of your reasons for taking exception to our ed-
iting of your letter. On behalf of LAND AND FREEDM, he is
glad we are in accord on basic princlples, despite certain
minor differences.

Sincerely yours,

LAND AND FREEDOM

Tiobect Qe




