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Nothingin TimevorTrilme14
George School
Probe Begins

proBehind that action , an automatic
cedure when a complaint is made against a
tax-exempt property, is a bitter controversy
involving charges by former teachers and
students that the school has been dissemi
nating antidemocratic and pro-appeasement
propaganda.

Formal complaint to the Tax Commis
sion and the University of the State of New
York was made by Michael J. Bernstein, a
former volunteer teacher at the school . It is
his contention that the school has forfeited
its charter rights.

The school is now under investigation by
the University, which issues the charters for
educational institutions . Final action by the
Tax Commission depends on the Univer
sity's findings and appeal by the school.

Teacher Files Charges Based legal restriction on free trade.

On Publication's Statements
By LUTHER CONANT , JR.

The Henry George School of Social Sci
ence, 30 E. 29th St. , was removed yester
day from the tax-exempt list and placed on
the tax rolls.

As part of the movement by Bernstein
and a group of his associates , leaflets em
bodying the propaganda charges were dis
tributed to students entering the school last
night.

Meanwhile, Frank Chodorov, the director
of the school and editor of the Georgist The
Freeman , has been removed from both of
fices by the trustees . Officials of the school
deny, however, that the change represents
a repudiation of Chodorov's basic policies .
Here is the background of the charges.

The Freeman, according to one of its
publicity circulars, is the official organ"
of the Henry George School.

The directors of the magazine are all
trustees of the school .

The magazine receives grants from the
school.

Officials of the school now claim, how
ever, that The Freeman is not the official
organ .

This was the pre -war line of The Free
man :

On Democracy

On Relations With the Nazis
"We must buy from all the world, includ

ing Germany and her slave states , all the
things which they make better or cheaper
than we can make them . If we permit
emotionalism to shape our trade policy and
proceed sanctimoniously to whip Germany
into line by refusing to do business
with them , we shall drive them into the
chaos of Communism ."
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In other words , you can and should do
business with Hitler.

into this undertaking ( invasion of the Dutch
East Indies ) by their inability to do busi
ness with moralistic Uncle Sam ."

On Relations With Japan
"Now we are told that we cannot do

business with Japan. . . . But of one thing
we can be certain : that this political inter
ference with trade will cause American un
employment, raise American prices , increase
American taxes , make for less American
satisfactions.... The Japanese may be forced

It is significant to point out that while
free trade was thus upheld with reference
to the Axis countries , The Freeman did not
call for revision of the Neutrality Act, a

The Freeman argued violently against the
draft . Equally violently it attacked the New
Deal as composed of "economic illiterates ."

On an Axis Victory
"But the point I am especially emphasiz

ing here is that, in the particular matter of
free trade, there is at least a possibility that
totalitarian policy will operate to extend it ,

and even to force it upon foolishly reluctant
democracies to the very considerable benefit
of their people." (Henry Gunnison Brown,
associate editor ) .

During the period from which these typ
ical excerpts were selected , Chodorov was
both editor of the paper and director of the
school. During the two pre-war years , he
contributed to Scribner's Commentator.

Douglas M. Stewart, co -publisher of the
Commentator, is a graduate of the Henry
George School and a friend of Lancaster M.
Greene , a trustee of the school and a direc
tor of The Freeman.

Thursday, Greene had this to say regard
ing the change of administration :

He denied that the charge was a repudia
tion of Chodorov's policies.

"We do not read into them the narrow
inferences made by others,” he said .

He added that Chodorov would continue
to receive grants to allow him to continue
writing and that he had been invited to
contribute to The Freeman in the status
of an independent columnist.

Miss Margaret Bateman, the new director
who was assistant director the past year,
said she did not wish to criticize Chodorov

"Democracy is done . . . . Our 150 years and that she had never known him to devi
under the democratic formula has been at- ate from the principles of Henry George in

tended with constant internal strife , recur- his conduct of the school.

ring periods of industrial depression, increas
ing unemployment and misery, and a
spasmodically interrupted succession of those
complete breakdowns of civilized existence
wars.

A somewhat different complexion was put
in the change by Paul Peack , formerly assist
ant editor and now editor of The Freeman.

He said Chodorov had a "penchant for un
fortunate statements" and that the new poli
cy of the paper would represent a “radical

break from Chodorov's use of injudicious
phrases."

Peach argued that the school and paper
had never been pro-Axis , that it opposed
any trend toward collectivism as incom
patible with the philosophy of Henry
George , and that misunderstanding arose
over different connotations of words.
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rand Jury
Hunts Griffin
o Trace of N. Y. 'Enquirer'
'tor Wanted in Nazi Probe

PM's Bureau

ASHINGTON , Feb. 3.-William Griffin,
r of the weekly New York Enquirer, has
peared .

ents of the Grand Jury investigating
propaganda have been trying to servebpena , but have
unable to find
trace of him.

iam Power Ma
y, Assistant At
y General, ex

sed concern last
t about the safe
the editor, who,

said, is "badly
ted ."

two previous
ons men have

peared while
m . Griffin

investigation by the same Grand Jury.
olunteer witness was assassinated in

bia last July as he was about to leave
Washington to testify against German
ts who ran the Transocean, a Nazi press

h Townsend, a writer for Scribner's
also disappeared before he

indicted along with four others for dis
ting Japanese propaganda without
ring as a Japanese agent . Townsend

up yesterday in Milwaukee and
$5000 bond .

>

uring the 1940 Republican Convention
nquirer printed a special edition sup
g Rep . Hamilton Fish of New York

ent. Prescott Dennett, secretary offor War Debts Committee , who
figured in the Grand Jury investigation

associate of George Sylvester Viereck,
German propagandist , signed the En's article on Fish.

district court yesterday Viereck's trial
harges of concealing his activities on

of the, Nazis was set for Feb. 16, in
hington.
ura Ingalls, the American flier, who is

indictment for failing to register as a
an agent, will go on trial here next
y. At the time Miss Ingalls was sup

collecting a salary as a propaganda

13
U.S. War

Communiques
The War Department's Communique No.

89, as of 4 p.m. Monday, said:
American bombers of the Flying Fortress

type raided Japanese airfields at Kuala Lum
pur and Kuantan in Malaya . Poor visibility
made it impossible to estimate the damage.
We lost no planes . Jap fighter planes inter

attack Japanese shipping at Balikpapan,

cepted four of our bombers on the way to

Borneo. Nine Japanese planes were shotdown, one of ours lost.
Complete war news , Pages 14-18; war

maps, Pages 15-17.

Avoid Farm
Price Conflict

Secretary of Agriculture Wickard and
Price Administrator Henderson have issued
a joint statement saying they are in "com
plete agreement" as to the objectives of the
new Price Control Law.

derson's farm price ceilings , had been criti
Wickard, who has veto power over Hen

cized by the Congressional farm bloc for
testifying last week that the Government
did not intend to let farm prices go much
higher.

The Wickard -Henderson statement said

they were determined to keep farm prices
fair to the consumer by taking "every pos
sible step to insure abundant supplies for
all," including the release of Government
owned stocks of grains and cotton.

WLB May Mediate
Sunday Pay Dispute

PM's Bureau

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.-The War
Labor Board is expected to mediate the dis
pute over double-time for Sunday work in
Detroit plants.

R. J. Thomas, president of the CIO
United Auto Workers union, probably will
raise the point when the full WLB meets
today.

union and General Motors officials will wel
Reports from Detroit indicated that both

come WLB intervention ; in fact, the UAWt for the German Embassy, she was a
speaker for the America First Com- proposed this step several weeks ago. A

UAW spokesman said today :
The issue is being inflated anyway.
t now the problem is providing jobs

men any day in the week . We're ready
now , mediate Sunday pay later."

vy Training at Stanford and ND
ord and Notre Dame are two of the

universities selected by the Navy as
ers for its new aviation training program,
ted Press reports . College facilities will
be leased in New York and Georgia,

the colleges have not been announced .

War Time
ASHINGTON, Feb. 3.-FDR suggested

y that the term War Time be used
the Nation's clocks are advanced one

on Feb. 9 instead of the usual Day
t Saving Time.

Loan to China
R yesterday asked Congress to le
$500,000,000 in addition to the len

aid that country is getting from th
S. A.

<
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FROM " FROGRESS & POVERTY"

"I propose to beg no question , to shrink from no conclu
sion , but to follow truth wherever it may lead , Upon us is
the responsibility of seeking the law , for in the very
hoart of our civilization today women faint and little
children moan . But what that law may prove to be is not
our affair . If the conclusions that we roach run counter
to our prejudices , let us not flinch ; if they challenge in
stitutions that have long been deemed wise and natural , let
us not turn back , "

HENRY GEORGE VS. TRUSTEES
OF THE HGSSS

A recent appeal for contributions from the Henry George School of
Social Science reads as follows :

" Dear Friend :

ten orThis is a request that you donate one or two
a hundred Defense Stamps to the School's sustaining fund .

Contributions of this kind will not only assist the
School in its Educational Defense Program , but through it
you will do your share in our country's struggle for remo
cracy .

now ! "

Americans are "all out " to win the war and also the
peaco . Each has his way of going about the job . Your
school believes that Education is America's Solid Line of
Defense .

Will you help both your school and your country with a
contribution ? Fill out the opposite side of this card and
return your donation . Any amount will be appreciatod ... One
stamp or a hundred .

"Strong soul and high endeavor , the world needs them

Sincerely
HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
30 East 29th Strect New York , N. Y. ".

Henry George has something to say on this subject , Wo' quoto from

Social Problems , page 166 :

"Thus the devico of public debts enables tyrants to en
trench themselves , and adventurers who seize upon government to
to dofy the people . It permits the making of great and
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wasteful expenditures , BY SILENCING , AND EVEN CONVERTING
INTO SUPPORT , the opposition of those who would otherwise
rosist those exponditurcs with most onorgy and force , But
for the ability of rulors to contract public dobts , ninctonths of the wars of Christondom for the past two conturics
could novor havo bcon wagod . The dostruction of wealth and
the shedding of blood , the agony of wives and mothers and
children thus caused , cannot be computed , but to thoso itoms
must be added the wasto and loss and domoralization causod
by constant preparation for war.

THE ADJUSTMENT IS ON

The following quotations from Honry George's Social Problems"
(Chap . XVI . - Public Debts and Indirect Taxation ) , were shown to Ezra
Cohen , Trustcc of the HGSSS :

"That , in spite of the progress of civilization , Europe is to
day a vast camp , and the oncrgics of the most advanced portion
of mankind arc everywhore taxed so heavily to pay for proparations for war or the costs of war , is due to two gront invon
tions , that of indirect taxation and that of public dobt .

"Bcth of these deviccs by which tyrannics are maintained ,
governments are corrupted , and the common pooplo plundorod ,
spring historically from the monopolization of land , and
both directly ignore tho natural rights of nan . $7

...as for the great national. dobts of the world , incurrod
as they have been for purposes of tyranny and war , it is
impossible to sco in them my thing but evil.. "

After reading this , Trustoc Cohon commented ;

" It's a matter of interpretation . "

REVISION

In the opening lottor of this AOTTA scrios we said , reforring to
the Trustoos of the Honry Goorge School of Social Scionco !

tt .....wc have no confidence in thom . Wo foar what they
intend to do with the School , and we have reason to bo
Liove they plan a "rovision " or Honry Goorge .

The method of revision will be slow . It will be a crooping paralysis ,not a sudden death . Its symptoms will be discorniblc only to those
who watch for thom .

For instanco : In an editorial in the May issuc of the Frcoman
(financed by the HGSSS ) , signed with the initials of C. 0. Stoclo , the
cditor (sciccted by the Trustees of the HGSSS ) , we have the following
opening paragraph to "Gcorgists in the Fight for Froodom" :

"The immodiato task before us is to win the war the war
which is to decide whether the world is to be clavo or frcc .
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Wo are just gotting started at the task . Wo camo porilously close to boing too late in starting . Many of us did notrealize the danger .
The cditorial onds :

"Goorgists will not be found wanting in thoso qualitius
(honesty , courage , loyalty , vision , and solf-sacrifice ) nor
in their readiness to fight in defense of freedom . Hany
aro already in the armed forces . Others are joining daily .There is no dofcatism in Goorgism .

We are to fight in defense of frocdon , to avoid a world of slavory .So C. 0. Stoole tclls us . And the assumption is , of course , that
C. 0. Stoclc knows what constitutos Froodom as distinguished from
slavery .

But we also have read some things written by Henry Gcorge . Lot him
answor Mr. Stoolc :

Just as romoval to chcaper land becomes difficult or impos
siblo , laborers , no matter what they producc , will be re
duced to a barc living , and the froc competition among thon ,
whoro land is monopolizcd , vill force them to a condition
which , though they may bo mocked with the titlos and in
signia of froodon , will be virtually that of slavery . "

(Progress & Poverty , p . 348 )

"Personal liberty that is to say , the liberty to movo
about - is everywhere conceded , while of political and
logal inequality there are in the United States no vostigos ,
and in the most backward civilizod countrios but fow . But
the great cause of inequality romains , and is manifcating
itsolf in the uno qual distribution of wealth . The essenco
of slavery is that it takes from the laboror all ho producos
savo cnough to support an animal oxistence , and to this mini
mun the wages of free labor , under existing conditions
mistakably tond...... Thus the condition of the massos in
cvory civilized country is , or is tonding to become , that
of virtual slavery under the forms of freedom.

un

(Progress & Poverty , pp.352-3)

"Our boasted freedom noccssarily involves slavery , so long
as we recognizo privato proporty in land . Until that is
abolishod , Declarations of Indopondence and Acts of Emanci
pation are in vain . So long as one man can claim the cx
clusive ownership of the land from which other mon must
livo , slavery will cxist , and as matorial progress goos on ,
must grow and docpon ! "

(Progress & Poverty , p . 357 )

"We have not really abolished slavory ; we have retained it
in its most insidious and wide - spread form in a forri which
applics to whitcs as to blacks . So far from abolishing
slavory , it is extending and intensifying , and wo make no
scruple of sclling into it our own children - the citizens
of the Republic yet to bo . For what olso are wo doing in
sclling the land on which future citizons rust Livo , if they
arc to live at all ? " (Social Problems p . 15% )
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of the two systems of slavery, I think there can be no
doubt that upon the samo moral lovel , that which makos
property of persons is noro humano than that which results
fron making privato proporty of land .

(Social Probleris P. 159 )

od"We have not abolishod slavery o nover can abolish
slavery , until we honestly accept the fundamental truth
assorted by the Declaration of Independence and secure to
all the equal and unalionable rights with which they are
endowed by thoir Crcator . ( Social Probloms p. 160 )

"So long as this exists (private ownership of land ) our
democratic institutions are in vain , our protonse of
cquality , but crucl irony , our public schools can but sow
the soods of discontent . So long as this cxists , matcrial
progress can but force the masses of our pcoplc into a
nardor and more hopcloss slavery . Until we in some way
make the land , what Nature intended it to be cormon propor
ty , until we in some way socuro to every child born among us
his natural birthright , we have not ostablished the Republic
in any sonso worthy of the name , and we cannot establish the
Republic . Its foundations are quicksand . "

(The Land Question P. 75 )

The evidenco mounts and mounts and MOUNTS . C. 0. Stoolc and his
omployers , the Directors of the Frooman and Trustocs of the HGSSS ,
havo surrcndorod to thoir foar of the stato .

They want to rotain tax oxomption for their school building and the
price they would have us pay is ronunciation of the philosophy that
would socuro tax oxoption to all labor and capital . They have sold
themselves for a school charter and forgot thoir greator duty :
to FIGHT FOR A CHARTER OF LIBERTY FOR ALL MANKIND .

"Rovision " is thoir order of the day . Compromiso porvort distort !

The Trustees are promoting ideas which are as forcign to Honry Goorge
as is holy wator in holl !

The vory essence of Gcorge's philosophy the distinction betwoon what
constitutes Frocdom of Slavory this ovil of private land ownership
which oxists in our society this distinction is denied by
C. 0. Stoclo and his omployors , OUR Trustoos.

aro

They mock Goorge , and slander him , by blasphemously using his name to
cloak thoir " rovisions " and they mock those who teach the Truth
as Goorge wrote it .

We who are dedicated to the Truth cnunciated by George we who are now
carrying the torch onward - wc brand those "rovisions " for what thoy

LIES .

"And the gospel of dolivoranco , let us not forgot it ; it is
tho gospol of love , not of hato. Ho whom it omancipatos
will know noithor Jow nor Gentilc , nor Irishman nor English
man , nor Gorman nor Frenchman , nor European nor American ,
nor difforonce of color or of race , nor animositios of class

Priseneren

1
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or condition . Let us got our foot on old pro judicos , lotus bury the old hatos . There have boon Holy Alliancos " ofkings . Lot us strive for the Holy Alliance of the people !

"Liborty , cquality , fraternity ! Write them on the banners .
Lot them be for sign and countorsign . Without oquality ,liborty cannot bo ; without fratornity , not thor equality norliborty can be achieved .
"Liberty the full freedom of oach bounded only by the oqualfroedom of overy othor !

"Equality the oqual right of gach to the use and enjoymont of all natural opportunities , to all the essentials of
happy , healthful , human lifel
"Fraternity that sympathy which links together thoso whostrucglo in a noble cauco ; that would livo and lot livo ;that would help as well as be helped ; that , in scoking the
good of all , finds the highest cood of cachi

"By this sign shall yo conqueri
" o hold those truths to be solf-ovidont that all men aro
croatod equal ; that they are ondoved by thoir Croator withcortain unalionable rights ; that among those aro lifo ,liborty , and the pursuit of happiness ! "

"It is over a contury since those words rang out . It is timo
to give thom their full ; truo moaning . Lot the standard bo
lifted that all may scc it ; let the advance bo sounded thatall may hear it . Lot those who would fall back , fall back .Lot those who would opposo , opposo . Everywhere are those
who will rally ! The stars in their coursos fight againstSisors ! {1 (The Land Question pp.108-9 )

.

"The advocatos of a great principle should know no thoughtof compromiso . They should proclaim it in its fulness , and
point to its completo attainment as their goali

(Protection or Froc Trado )

11

GEORGISTS WATCH YOUR SCHOOL GUARD YOUR PHILOSOPHY !

Mrs. Anna Goorgo do Mille has boon notifiod , in hor capacity as
Prosidont of the Board of Trustoos of the HGSSS , that the AOTTA
Committoo will , on June 10th , roquest the Board of Rogonts to furnishthe Committoo with a copy of the statement of policy submitted by theTrustocs to thom - unless the Trustoos will have , before that dato ,
made public that roport ..

I



ten at Chicago's Soldier Field , Tenor
an Kiepura spurned Mezzo-Soprano
ladys Swarthout so thoroughly that

e knocked her cold against the stage
oor. Carried off and revived , she finished
he show with a banged-up forehead.

niformity
Major Elliott Roosevelt , hospitalized
Dayton , Ohio , with a knee injury the
y said laconically was "received at

other field," was promoted to the rank
lieutenant colonel in the Army Air

orces .

Sergeant Hank Greenberg was com
oned a second lieutenant in the Army

each.

I
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ful tennist, onetime jail bird (on a morals
charge ) has returned to Berlin from the
eastern front and resumed his tennis .

Deed
Gaunt Amos Richards Eno Pinchot

participator with Brother Gifford in found
g the Bull Moose party , father of
te Actress Rosamond (once The Nun
he Miracle) , who killed herself in 193

ongtime anti-New Dealer , onetime Am
ica Firster , whose 68th birthday fell
day before Pearl Harbor , slashed sever
veins in one of his arms and was taken t
a Westport, Conn. hospital . His condition
critical.



May 30 , 1942

AO

t

(Edited by Daniel Goodman )

A
LESE MAJESTE

thoirs not to question why ,theirs but to do or die . )
(or

The editor of AOTTA was , on May 27th , expelled from the faculty of
the HGSSS by the Directress , Margaret Batoman .

BUT , WE FOLLOW HENRY GEORGE

"He who sees the truth , lot hin proclain it , without asking whois for it or who is against it . (The Land Question )

ABOUT THE FREEMAN AND THE " N.E.P. "

Under date of March 16 the following letter was sent by a member of
the committcc , mentioned in the letter , to one of the trustecs of the
HGSSS , who is also a director of the Freeman .

"Tho Frooman is experiencing difficult tinos once again and
I , together with sovoral other faculty morbors of the school are
endeavoring to effect a permanent solution of the problemi
separation of the paper from the school . Perhaps it might be
well to recount what has occurred during the past several weeks
before stating our reasons for desiring to do what we feel
would eliminate this continual trouble .

"Some time ago a mecting was called for February 28th of
the faculty and board of trustces , in line with a program to
bring about closer cooperation and contact between the two .
However , only two or three days before the mecting we found out
that Paul Peach , who had been appointed editor when Frank
Chodorov was lct out , had also been discharged as editor and weall wanted to know the facts . Everyone had hoped that things
at the school would quiet down and that we could all go on
teaching without any further unpleasantness for after all that
is what we are there for .

"Several ugly rumors regarding a New Educational Policy¹
were bruited about , and in order to finally bring everything out
into the open , have a complete discussion of the causes of
irritants and get back to our jobs , the faculty insisted on a
candid expression of what was taking place . It is not possible
we feel , to have a whole hearted and concertod effort toward our
goal when there is a lack of confidence in the board of trustoes .

"It developed at the meeting that a letter had been sent to
the school by Mr. Will Lissner stating that unless Paul Peach
adhered to a New Educational Policy ( of which no teacher had
any knowledge ) he , too , would have to be gotten rid of , also that
the Freeman itself was to have a new policy and that any teacher
who still had the Frank Chodorov Albert Jay Nock line of
Gcorgism ' would find himself out of the school . The letter was
endorsed by Mr. Greene who stated thercon that he was in agree
rent with Mr. Lissner .
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"Quite naturally , the teachers were highly incensed to
learn that someone who was not a trustee , director or even a
teacher was now dictating what the Freeman should print and
what the school's policy should be . While we all appreciatethat letters are sent to the school and the magazine suggest
ing a change in policy , none of us want to see an individual
encouraged in the thought that he is a Dictator of the school .

"Paul Peach refused to be guided by Mr. Lissner's de
mands , asserting that he and no one else was to be the arbiter
as to what should be printed since that was the duty of theeditor . Some correspondence was read to the meeting between
Mr. Peach and Mr. Greene . Mr. Peach had been sent several
letters by Mr. Greene , some of which were signed by Mr. Greene
as Chairman of the Freeman Corporation and others signed by
him as an individual . It thus became difficult for Paul to
determine when such letters were authorized by the board ..

" In view of their inability to see eye to eye upon many
matters , Paul wrote to Mr. Greene suggesting that another
member of the board be appointed to discuss such subjects with
him , for in doing this Paul felt that they could make greater
progress . The upshot of all this correspondence was that
Mr. Greene wrote Paul that his resignation was accepted even
though Paul did not tender it . It was quite evident to the
meeting that Paul was fired because he would not take instruc
tions from Mr. Greene and Mr. Lissner as to how he should be
editor . He was fired because he was upright enough to be a
real editor and determine for himself just what should and
should not be printed in the Freeman . * * * * * * *

" The New Educational Policy ' mentioned in Mr. Lissner's
letter which Mr. Greene endorsed is a deep mystery . Not even
Mr. Greene would , or could , tell the meeting what it meant .
Mr. Ezra Cohen , the only other trustee present , stated
bewilderingly that he had not even seen the letter until it
was read to the meeting . Miss Bateman could not tell us what
this new policy was to be . Nor do any of us know by what right
Mr. Lissner arrogates the privilege of telling the teachers
we have a new educational policy. Our confidence in the
governing body of the school is hardly enhanced when one of
the trustees endorses Mr. Lissner's " N. E. P. " and then can't
tell us what it was that he approved of . Is he awaiting a
propitious moment to spring something new?

" I and most of the other faculty members studiod under
Mr. Chodorov and feel that the knowledge and understanding of
Henry George which he has was so beautifully taught us that we
nearly all feel his equal in presenting the philosophy of
freedom to our classes . And we'll be darned if we will let
anyone tell us that because we teach as Mr. Chodorov did we
would be fired . So long as the Henry George School stands
we will teach Henry George as we have been taught to teach it
because we know that is the way it should be taught , Now
Educational Policy or no New Educational Policy.
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"Although only two of the trustees were present at the
meeting , Mr. Greene and Mr. Cohen , neither one offered any
suggestions to eliminate the source of the trouble . Conse
quently a resolution was voted upon by the teachers appoint
ing a committee consisting of John Fasano , Dan Goodman , Burt
Levey and myself to effectuate a change . Our primary concern
is to safeguard the Henry George School against any further
vicious attacks such as the recent Bernstein affair . Since
the Frecman has been the focal point of almost all of the pastdifficulties we feel that it would do the school and the .
magazine a world of good to really be two separate entitics .

" Our first reason for desiring a severance is that the
school has no function , according to its charter , other than
to teach the philosophy of Henry George . Therefore , to have
the same directors of the Freeman as the school is obviously
impolitic . Our school's trustees have stated several times
that the paper is a separate entity and that it does not
necessarily voice the opinion of the school . To look at the
list of the board of directors of the Freeman one could hardly
come to a conclusion other than that the Freeman were the
school's private property and organ .

"By having a different board of directors for the Freeman
they will be no threat to the school in the form of having itss
charter revoked by the Board of Regents because of political
pressuro .

"Furthermore , under the present set -up the directors of
the school may feel impelled to bring pressure on the editor
to print an article written by a particular individual al- -
though that articlo may have very little merit . If we are to
have a magazine , let us have writers of merit and not writers
who have influence . A rojection of an article by a school
papor may hurt the school but a rejection by an independent
paper could not possibly have such an effect .

"Finally , an attack on the Freeman could not be construed
as an attack on the school . * * * * * * * * * *

(The asterisks in the above letter indicate
sections that were omitted because they are
not pertinent to the subject of this AOTTA )

A short while later the writer of this letter received a reply to the
effect that the director had sent his resignation as director to
Mr. Greone , Chairman of the Freeman Board . One week thereafter a
teacher spoke to another director about the resignation , and this
director said he knew nothing about it ; Mr. Greene had not told him.
They're even hush-hushing one another ,

After many delays the Freeman committee met with three trustees to take.
Theseup this matter of separation of the paper from the school .

trustees refused to give up the Frocman , until after Albany had made up
its mind on the Charter . If there is any relevancy in this excuse the
trustces failed to disclose it .
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It now appears that the Frconan is being used for indoctrination , not .
for teaching . Copics arc boing mailed to prospective students . Thus ,
when they come to class they know in advance what the school stands
for Henry George notwithstanding .

The Aotta Committee is ready to take over the Freeman , lock , stock and
barrel , and relieve the school of any further loss on the publication .

THE PRICE ON GEORGE

A member of the Aotta Committee received a call from Mr. Greene the
day after the first Aotta was mailed . In the course of an hour's con
versation Mr. Greene said : "If you keep on with this we shall have to
be more jingoistic than ever .

By "we" he meant the board of trustees . What inference can be drawn
from this statement? That the board feels impelled to take a political
position not a scholastic one . Why ? To please politicians . Why?
Because the politicians threaten to deprive the school of a political
privilege tax exemption unless the school takes a position
pleasing to the politicians .

Notice that there was nothing of a political nature in the first Aotta
letter , nor in the subsequent ones . We believe with George that the
politics of a nation is a reflection of its economy . We have no con
cern with politics . We teach economics . We are satisfied that a
people gets the kind of politics it deserves , and that it will deserve
better only when it knows better. If in our teaching of principles we
run counter to political expediency we cannot help it . Principles
don't change to please politicians . George says so , and we believe him.

But the board if Mr. Greene reflects their point of view is all in
a dither about what Albany will think , not what George says . Tax
exemption is the thing . To holl with Gcorgism .

Now , let it be clearly understood that the school can exist and can
teach straight Georgism , exactly as it is written , whether or notit has a charter . All that the charter means is exemption of the
building from local taxation about $3,000 a year . Shall we sell
George down the river for that pittance ? That's the real question
before the board .

Yes , for the present we can carry on as a school with or without the
charter . And we do not believe the politicians would do Georgo the
favor of revoking the charter and thus giving the philosophy some
much-needed publicity .

It may come to pass that what George teaches will be put on the
political index . His books may be consigned to the bonfire of thought
and civilization . When that time comes , if it ever does , true
Georgists will continue teaching the philosophy in cellars . Apparently
the board or at least Ir . Groene has no relish for such sacrifice .

and won't sell him for ThreeThe Aotta Committee is for Gcorge
Million Dollars a minuto .

(This is the third issue of the AOTTA . We will furnish a copy of
the second issue , upon request , to anyone who did not receive it . )
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HOW GEORGE FACED THE ISSUE4

A stra ger to Henry George left him the pull of an estate appraised at
Almost 10-000 - a tiy amount in those days , and George could well
ham tied fb . Rolatives contested the will on the ground that the
hocks , for the dissemination of which the orey ves Luft , were opposedto puluio policy. They won, and the will rac doclared vold . Dir
Cecpro quib9 It wasn't the money be wes interested in , for after ih
vestigation of the circumstances he tar for voiding the will himself
and letting the needy widor have it all , But , when the principleshe believed in were thus attacked , he knew his duty FIGHT!

As is always the case when a man stands for principle , there was aueal of on..unny heaped on George . Uno newspaper characteristically
announced that the woman whose husband had left George $30.000 was inthe aimshouse . He appealed the verdict , only for the purpose of vindicating his principles , and won . He gave the proceeds of the bequest to the widow :

Thus did the man who stood for principle . He did not run away fromthe notoriety , and least of all did he think of the money involved .
day , he weicomed the opportunity of vindicating his philosophy inopen court , His personal convenience counted not at all .
Put when the Trustees of the Schcol which beers Henry George's name.ore similarly confronted with action by the State , did they grab atThe chance of throwing the spotlight on his philosophy? Did theychallenge the State ? Did they stend up for the principles which it istheir prime duty to uphold ?

No , they turned tail and ran . They rushed in with a policy " report "that they hope will calm things down , thus helping the monopolists andthoir satellite professors in the old scheme of killing the philosophy
by depriving it of a hearing .

can you visualize this crand opportunity that was opened to them? If
the charter were revoked , mandamus proceedings to show cause wouldhave thrown the mattor into court . The opportunity to expound Goorge'stheories in open court would have been worth more than a hundredclasses ; even the newspapers would have to report the casc . And al
though thoy undoubtedly would have twisted the facts , the advertisingwould have been worth more than a million circulars solicitingstudents . Educators would have been drawn into the " academic freedom"fight , and some professors who had never heard of Progress & Povertynight have put it on their list of "must " reading . And even if thecase were lost , which is doubtful , what would it mean? A fowthousand dollars a year in tax exemptions ? the salary of one clerk?Win or loso , Georgism would have gained .

Why did the Trustees pass up this golden opportunity? To maintain
"respectability " ? The philosophy of Henry George is a philosophy ofovoit , and an upsetting of the status quo is never what the "rightkind of people " are for . Therefore it would seem to be a fair conclusion that the Trustcos wore thinking of the effect the notorioty

:
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might have had on their personal affairs and , if so , they were un
faithful to thoir Trust . Honost and couragoous mon would have
Lecopted the challenge , or would disqualify thomselves as Trustcos of
the philosophy .

There is no hope for Goorgiam , or for humanity , so long as the ideal
ei froodom is the more hobby of fair weather friends . Those who have
not the fortitudo to suffor for freedom will always botray here , and
will rationalize their betrayal in protestations of expodioncy , just
as the betrayal of Josus was rationalized by Judas Iscariot .

FRANCIS NEILSON

It is customary , and of some business importance , for a corporation to
announco changes in its directing porsonnel , particularly its policy
making body . Stockholders are ontitled to know the make -up of the
board as a basis for confidence in its intogrity and in its ability to
carry on .

The Trustoos of the HGSSS havo bocn romiss , thoroforo , in not announc
ing the resignation of Hon . Francis Noilson from the Board , as well as
the reason for his rosignation .

This rosignation was received by the Board of Trustees carly in
January of this year . Why has the matter been hushed up ? KayboIr . Noilson did not agroc with the other members of the Board on mat
tors of fundamental policy . If 30 , supporters of the School ought to
know about it . Straight dealing would require an unqualified stato
mont of the difference of opinion which lod to the rosignation , so
that other Gcorgists can make up their minds on the issue involved .

Those who know Mr. Noilson , oven if only through his admirablo rccord ,
rogret dooply the loss the School has sustained by his resignation .
His reputation in gonoral is so much wider and more important thanthat of all the other Trusteos combinod , that comparison is unthinkablo . Not only is ho a writer of reputo , and a forceful spcakor , but
his record as a protagonist for Ilonry Gcorgo in this country and hisnativo England datos back nearly half a century . He is indood that
kind of friend of the Truth of whom Gcorgo wrote :

[ it will find friends those who will toil for it ;
suffer for it ; if noed bo , die for it .

We cannot afford to lose such friends . Why did Mr. Neilson fccl
impelled to rosign

THANKS

The AOTTA Committee acknowledges receipt of $10.08 contributed by
supporters to help defray our expenses . Your further contributions arcsolicited . Wo do NOT have a $400,000 . ondowmont , you sco . (No war
Savings Stamps pleasc . )

Can anyonc offer us the use of a mimcograph machine on which to runoff the AOTTA ? That would save us a bit of moncy .



OUR UNINOWN POLICY

When an . omissary from Albany came down to quiz the Trusteos on the
' soundness ' of our teachings a matter which had bcon put under sus
picion by cxccrpts from FREEMAN cditorials on the now outmoded theory
of natural rights he intimated rather clovorly , we have been told ,
that the special privilege granted to the School via tho charter
might be abrogatcd if we did not bchavo .

This special privilege amounts to tax cxcmption on our real estate .
This is something not to be snoczod at ; at least that's what the
Trustecs thought , and they seem to have hastened to assure the powers
that George goes along pretty well with the status quo , and that the
School which bears his name will be particularly carcful to keep in
tunc with the current trond . We have no definite information to that
offect , but we understand from romarks mado sotto vocc by some
Trustees that their report to Albany will provo satisfactory ,

Have you soon a copy of this report?

Neither havc wc .

It was not written up by any of the Trustccs , nor indeed , by any ofthe faculty the men and women who tcach at the School , and arc
supposed to know what the School is all about. A Mr. Lissner was
employed to do the job . We understand that this gentleman taught a
class at the School in 1937 , and we are told that while the subject
was supposed to be George's "Science of Political Economy " it doalt
with other writers ' ideas , with special reference to "modern"
oconomists from Karl Marx down . At any ratc , this man has not taughtin the HGSSS since 1937. Where he got the knowledge for a report on
the policy of the School is therefore a mystery ; for he certainly
could not have gotten it from personal contact in teaching at the
School .

Now , perhaps you received a reprint of a letter signed by John Dewey ,
the eminent pragmatist and booster of "social controls " , in which he
says the report to Albany mccts with his approval . So , wo know that
the Trustees , Dr. Dewey and , of course , the stranger to the School who
wroto it , have seen this briof on Gcorgo's regularity BUT NOT THE
TEACHERS .

Now , this report , we are led to believe by the Trustees , is the final
word on the policy of the School . It prosumes to tell how the insti
tution is organizcd , what its purpose is , how it toaches , what itteaches ; how the teachers are selected , what standards of education
provail , and all about the subject matter . Also , undoubtedly , how themistakes of the past will be rectificd , with assurances that non
conforming hoads will summarily be chopped off . of this last surmisc
we have some documentary substantiation .

**

The policy of a school must be carried out by its teachers . How clsc
can it be made offective ? But how are the teachers of the HGSSS goingto carry out this "now cducational policy " if they don't know what itis? Imagino a coach telling his team to carry out a plan of action
without tolling them anything about the plan . That's the situation
the faculty of the HGSSS is in .
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It may be smart to koop this statement of policy in the dark . Perhaps
the Trustees aim to fool the politicians ; that is , maybe they hope to
protect the School's special privilege with a statement of now policy,
but plan to carry on with the tonchings of unadultorated Gcorgism as
in the past. Thon , again, u might be that publication of the policy
statomont would sour many loyal supporters of the School , particularly
the money contributors . That is not exactly honest , but when you go
in for cxpodiency honcsty becomos suporfluous baggago .
We teachers are oxasperatingly befuddled by the procedure , perhaps
because as followers of Honry Gcorgo we are inclined to be stupidly
straightforward and incapablo of following the intricacies of slick
guys .
We want to know the stated policy of the School ...
We intend to know it .

If it is not forthcoming soon , wo give notice to the Trustoos that we
will go to Albany to ascertain from the charter -givers all about the
policy we are supposed to be carrying out .

Perhaps they'll tell us ..

VIA THE GRAPEVINE

Onc Trustco has said that it is unwisc to relcase their statement of
policy until the Board of Regonts have handed down their doci
because , if we do it now ,if we do it now , "Michacl J. Bernstein could got hold of it
and shoot it full of holos .

Is the statoment that bad ? If M.J.B. could " shoot it full of holos "
what may wo expect of the Board of Rogonts , with their collectivo
wisdom , and with the acuto cxaminers and analysts at their disposal?

Another excusc advanced by a Trustoo , wowe are told , is that we ( the
teachers at the HGSSS ) might take some sentence in the report out of
its context and distort its meaning ! Well , the distrust is mutual ..
Perhaps you have heard some other cxcuse advanced for failing to
release the Trustoos ' statement of policy . Send in the story that was
dished out to you . A compilation of those would no doubt provo
amusing and sharply illumine the confusion and lack of consistency
which now agitatcs our Trustces ..

AN ANNOUNCEMENT

For fear of reprisals which may be attempted against teachers of the
HGSSS who support the AOTTA , a number of them have indicated their
support verbally , but have asked that their names not be mentioned .
Out of respect to their wishes the names of members of the AOTTA
COMMITTEE will not be published , and I , Daniel Goodman , acccpt full
and complctc responsibility for all material appearing in the AOTTA .
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AOT TA
BY THE RIGHT OF LABOR

May 18 , 1942

Since the beginning of this year the Trustees of the Henry George
School of Social Science seem to have adopted a policy of keeping
the faculty in complete darkness in all matters relating to the
future of the School . Whether this hush-hushedness is a policy ,Inor a timidity resulting from lack of policy , we cannot tell .
either event the effect on the morale of the faculty is the same .
The air at 30 East 29 Street is thick with distrust , suspicion ,
and bitterness . And , as is always the result when there is a
hiding of essential information , rumors built around slight re
marks or insignificant facts add to the confusion .

The Trustees own the School . We do not question their property
rights . Just as monopoly rent is legal , so the corporation law
under which the School operates gives the legal right to the
Trustees to run the School as they p2case , even , if they wish , to
promote ideas which are as foreign to the teaching of the man for
whom the School is named as is holy water in hell .

But we teachers of the philosophy of Henry George have some rights
too , and they have the moral sanction of labor . We give our time ,
our effort , and our devotion to the ideal for which we believe the
School was founded and endowed . We trained hard that we might be
better teachers ; we read , study and observe that we may carry on
more effectively . We were proud to feel that this is OUR School ;

Wenay , more , we were TOLD that the faculty IS the School .
believed that and we believe it still !

Therefore we resent the attitude of the Trustees in keeping us
completely in the dark on matters vitally affecting the future of
the School and its teachings . We have a right to know . If the
Trustees plan to " interpret " George into something he did not
write ( to protect their property rights ) that's their business ,
but our business is not in such a School ..

It is the intention of the group of teachers who are sponsoring
these AOTTA letters to find out what is going on . And we intend
to use this method to keep those Georgists who are sincerely
interested in the School and the philosophy , including instructors
who are unable to be with us for one reason or another , informed
as to what is going on at the School .

We have lost confidence in the Trustees . We fear what they intend
to do with the School , and we have reason to believe they plan a
"revision " of Henry George .

Our object is constructive ; we aim to save the School for Georgism .
We aim to save it in spite of the Trustees if need be . None of us
have any personal ambition to advance ,

I

1
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Now this AOTTA is the first of a series we shall issue . In each
one we shall publish the facts , rumors , and suspicions which are
causing disharmony to replace the co -operative camaraderie that
characterized the School in past years . If the Trustees wish to
answer any statements made in these letters , we shall publish them.

AOTTA means "As One Teacher To Another" and it signifies associa
tion in equality . It does not mean that the owners of the School
are the owners of the conscience of the faculty ; it cannot be
" interpreted" into a master -and-slàve relationship .

Maybe you think we are unduly apprehensive as to what is going on ,
but the ovidence all points in one direction perversion of the
truths enunciated by Henry George . Read these issues of the AOTTA -
then decide .

Daniol Goodman
Harold S. Bock .
Sidncy Bernstein

KA

THE AOTTA COMMITTEE

ANYONE who is interested in Saving the
School for Honry Goorge can join this
Committee by morely expressing his desire .

A teacher retorted :

Richard Brennan
Peggy Brennan
Ami Mali Hicks

Address : The AOTTA Committee
324 Elmwood Avenue
Brooklyn , N. Y.

We invite you to submit material for the
AOTTA . The AOTTA is being sent only to
members of the faculty and volunteer staff
of the Henry Gcorge School (as well as to
the Trustces ) , and to ACTIVE Georgists in
the movement . These letters are not boing
sent to inactive graduates and students ,
nor are they being discussed with students .

FRANKNESS

At a conference between a Committee of the Faculty and some members
of the Board of Trustecs , discussing a suggestion designed to
remove the friction now so apparent , one Trustee made the follow
ing remark :

"I don't trust your sincerity . '

"We don't trust your ability .



Fite M.J.Bernstein
226 E 12th St. , N.Y.C. GRamercy 7-6450

"A

Aug. 15 , 1941
Dear Fellow-Georgist :

The exchange of correspondence which appears in the following pages is perhaps
self-explanatory. But because of the grave and significant issues involved , I consi
der it absolutely imperative to make clear to Georgists who read these letters the
motives which impelled me to present them in this manner. These copies are being dis
tributed only among those whose connection with the School has been extremely close ,
to those whose devotion to the teachings of Henry George and whose interest in foster
ing the growth and expansion of the School have been evidenced by the substantial sac-fth
rifices be time , effort and money which they have made . But I feel that it is pre
cisely those persons who should be made acquainted with the nature of the controversyRee

Colunwhich the existence of this correspondence indicates . And because there was no other
means by which it was possible for me to reach them , (as will be obvious from a read
ing of what follows ) , I have adopted this particular method , time-honored in the hist
ory of social controversy. stofRucker

Alenakle
¡Doron
Meilen

hmähen

Very sincerely yours ,
Michael J. Bernstein

Michael J. Berns tein

:

July 17, 1941
Dear Frank,

As you have undoubtedly gathered from our many conversations , I take issue with
certain views to which you have committed yourself.

As long as you confine yourself to expressing your views in conversation around a
common table , those disagreeing with you are able to answer on an equal footing.

However , through access to the editorial columns of the Freeman , you are able to
reach several thousand people , while those of us at the School who disagree with you
are at a disadvantage in this respect.

Therefore I have written the enclosed letter to you , in your capacity as Editor of
the Freeman , which I feel you should publish in recognition of the fact that there
can be honest difference of opinion between Georgists on the issues I have raised.

Although I know that it is a common practise among editors to cut letters addressed
to them for publication , I must ask you not to do so in this case as I feel that this
would mutilate my argument.

+

1

I am certain you will recognize that conditions have left me no honorable alterna
tive than to set myself publicly on record in favor of the views I hold.

Sincerely,

July 17 , 1941
To the Editor of The Freeman :

At the recently concluded Concluded Convention of the Henry George School of Social
Science , the assistant editor of The Freeman emphatically declared that those who dis
agree with the periodical's policy or practice are warmly welcome to submit their
criticisms .

As one who , for many months , has viewed with grave alarm the direction of The Free
man's editorial policy , I take this occasion to protest most vigorously against the
bias which has been permitted to creep into the editorial columns of what professes
to be a strictly non-political Georgist journal .

Inasmuch as The Freeman is regarded by most of its readers (and is meant to be so
regarded ) as the organ of the Henry George School , reflecting what many sincerely
believe to be the School's official teaching , I deem it my duty to point out that the
magazine's editorials are merely the editor's opinions and interpretations . Not only
are they not Georgist ; in many instances they are flatly anti -Georgist . They are rare
ly , if ever , based on any thorough factual research , but are built rather upon a priori
generalizations and facile assumptions . They exclude from consideration all the facts
save a few (a very few) which do not conflict with the premises , and arrive at con
clusions which do not necessarily follow from the evidence presented .

↓
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x
What is more , many of the artioles to which I refer are obvious examples of special
pleading. They represent an anti-British bias , as well as a contempt for political
democracy; they manifest a cynicism about spiritual values which large sections of
mankind have , through the agencies of church , law and voluntary associations , pain

X fully acquired through the long centuries , a cynicism identical with the irreverent
debunking so prevalent (and so deadly ) during the post-war years.

This attitude , this spirit which pérmeates the Freemands editorials , although it
attempts , most clumsily in my opinion , to oloak itself in Henry Georges profound
faith in human dignity and the desirability of human freedom , is in reality the crud
est sort of belly-want materia lism, directly opposed to the spirit of George's
teaching , and does not , when occasion lends itself , refrain from stooping to a per
version , as well as a disregard for historical fact.

As this is meant to be a Letter to the Editor , and not a contributed article , I
will confine myself to several examples from a recent issue , and if the Editors of
the Free man challenge me to prove my other assertions , I shall be pleased to accomo
date them in a more detailed letter for a subsequent issue.

On page 150 of the May 1941 issue there appears an article called "From Paul to
Feter , " dealing with the military resistance offered by Yugoslavia to the recent
German invasion. Here are some quotations -

That the populace of Yugoslavia was determined to preserve the independence of
their country from German domination , even against the sell-out attempted by now
deposed rulers , just proves that they had become adjusted to their slavery and feared
a Hitlerian readjustment . (Perhaps they should have welcomed it as an improvement ?
MJ ) , ´It does not prove that they are a free people , economically or politically. "

"So , Yugoslavs prefer slavery under their own masters . That's all there is to it
and any romanticism about liberty fighting tyranny is gratuitous ."

Now here's a quotation from PROGRESS AND POVERTY , Book IX , Chapter IV :
It is not selfishness that enriches the annals of every people with heroes and

saints . It is not selfishness that on every page of the world's history bursts out
in sudden splendor of noble deeds or sheds the soft radiance of benignant lives. It
was not selfishness that turned Gautama's back on his royal home or bade the Maid of
Oricans lift the sword from the altar ; that held the three hundred in the Pass of
Thermopylae , or gathered into Winkelried's bosom the sheaf of spears;
BOG TE KUNAGI NACIO MĖN

. Bán tai
emphasis mine , MJB ) ,

Apparently Henry George did not share the cynicism of the Freeman's editor .
did not believe that the French and St. Joan , the Swiss and Winkelried were either
stupid or slavish or debased for resisting the foreign conquerors . Why , he even
admired the Spartan landlords and slave-owners , who under Leonidas , fought to the
Jast man in defense of their native land against the barbaric Persian invaders.
Fatriotism which manifests itself in defense against armed aggression held for him
the highest moral grandeur . And he did not seek to exonerate the aggressors in the
belief that their aggression was not really their fault , but only the fault either
of their poverty or of their need for the land that their adversaries were wrongly
withholding from them.

Let us examine another pearl from the Freeman rosary. On page 182 , the same issue,
is an editorial with the title " Conscripts Forever" Its first paragraph reads as
follows :

"Time was when a despot would march his army up to a town ; declare his intention
to shoot it up and promptly proceed to do so. If victorious , he ensconced himself
in the seat of government, outlawed the old forms and installed the " Ideology" which
to him seemed desiráble and perhaps profitable. That was the way of King David,
Alexander the Great , Genghis Khan , Caesar , Napoleon and George Washington. It was
forthright , and one knew in advance what to expect."

One scarcely knows where to attack this gross perversion of fact , this transparent
attempt to defile with cynical contempt the name of one of America's greatest patriots .
To couple George Washington with the murderous conquerer Genghis Khan , and to attri
bute identical motives and methods to both , is the nadir of blind " destructionism"

a very frenzy of iconoclasm whose distorted vision has blinded it to all the values
that decent men hold precious , as well as to the facts themselves . Washington , who ,
whatever else he said or did , refused a crown , refused a third term , helped to form
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1
ulate the U.S. Constitution , and whose later adult life constituted one long service
to his fellow-countrymen ; and the Freeman classifies him with Genghis Khan who ordered
all prisoners murdered , and piled up literally mountains of skulls on the lands he
conquered. Malice and slander have here combined in a manner which will sicken every
true Georgist .

Let me assure you that Henry George did not share this point of view. In Chapter
IV , 3ook X of PROGRESS AND POVERTY , he is discuss ing the corruption of popular gov
ernment in our great cities , and the sordid characters who there so frequently secure
public office. He says , "Why, there are many election districts in the U.S. in which
a George Washington , a Benjamin Franklin, or a Thomas Jefferson could no more go to
the lower house of a State Legislature than under the Ancient Regime a base-born
peasant could become a Marshal of France . Their very character would be an insuper
able disqualification." ((Emphasis mine , MJB)

I am looking forward to an opportunity to prove the other assertions made in thisletter .
Yours very truly,

Michael J. Bernstein
July

22 , 1941
Dear Mike ,

Your letters , addressed to Mr. Chodorov , have been turned over to me .
Communications intended for the " Letter to the Editor" column should conform them

selves to the space available . I have , for example , a letter from another member of
the faculty, on the same subject as your but taking quite the opposite point of view.
I should not think of giving it more than 200 words , if indeed I thought it worth
printing at all.

Every contribution , of whatever kind and from whatever source , is subject to a
double editing . The first takes place when the manuscript is being prepared for the
printer. For this editing I am always willing to consult the writer , if he so
requests , and give due consideration to his wishes . The second editing takes place
when the pages are made up , in order to make the material fit the space available.
For this editing a consultation is usually not possible .

I am always glad to get good material for The Freeman , and if you will condense
your letter and submit it on the same basis as our other contributors , I shall cer
tainly be happy to consider it for publication .

non co -- Very cordially yours ,
Paul Peach , Ass't Ed . of Freeman

July 27, 1941
Dear Mr. Chodorov

On July 22nd , I received a letter from Paul Peach in reference to my Letter to the
Editor of July 17th , which you turned over to him. He informs me that he rejected
my letter as it stood because it did not conform to the 200-word limit he has`set_to" :
all letters to the Editor.

In view of the fact that you did not reply to my letter , I do not know whether or
not you agree with my assertion that the views expressed in the Freeman are those of
one man with which other Georgists may have principled disagreement . I repeat this
assertion and am confronted with the following dilemma since eleven pages of the
periodical are devoted to strictly factual and "non-cohtroversial" articles , seven
pages to editorials , leaving four pages to School news and Letters to the Editor ,

there is apparently no space provided for a detailed exposition of views in disagree
ment with the editorials. It is obvious that such views could hardly be given fair
treatment in 200 words , in answer to months of seven-page editorializing.

The suggestion has been made a good one , I think that some of the editorial
space be relinquished in order to provide room for the exposition of contrary views .
I am placing this suggestion before you in the belief that a prudent policy would
not bind the Freeman and hence the School to partisan commitments on political ques

tions to which Georgism gives no one unequivocal answer , not to mention considerations
of tolerance and sportsmanship.

I hope to hear from you soon on this suggestion.
Sincerely J. Bernstein.Michael



July 29 , 1941
Dear Mike,

I turned over your previous letter in which you take exception to the editorial
attitude of the Freeman to Paul Peach without any comment . Obviously I do not con
sider your point of view Georgist at all . For that reason I desired to get Paul's
reaction without being influenced by anything that I might say. Besides , Paul has
complete charge of the getting out of the Free man , and except for consultation with
me he decides on what will go into the body of the paper.

He brought back your letter and asked me whether I wanted to run it. I told him

he could do just as he pleases . His reaction was expressed in the letter that he sent
to you , without any influence or direction by me. It would seem from this that he
too is satisfied that your position is not Georgist at all , and that this position
shorld therefore not be given airing in the Freeman , which is supposed to be an
interpretation of current events in the light of Georgist philosophy.

Your suggestion that some of the editorial pages be turned over to self-appointed
editors is rather a bizarre one. There are anti-semitic Georgists . Do you think

There are Protecthat editorials from such writers should appear in the Freeman?
tionist Georgists . Should we run the ir Protectionist editorials in the Freeman ?

have received letters from graduates of the School who object to anti-socialistic
editorials , and who urge a favorable attitude towards Marxism. Does this belong in
a Georgist publication? Some Georgists have written me that the solution of our
economic problems is in the solution of the money questions . To follow your sugges
tion , these too should be given prominence in the Freeman.

11
The editor of a paper , like the head of any business , is the final arbiter of all

hat goes into that paper. In a journal of opinion , the editor's duties are even
more definite . He must select the material which in his opinion follows the line of
thought which that journal wishes to popularize.

Now, whether you like it or not , I happen to be Director of the School and Editor
of the Free man , by choice of the Board of Trustees . While I try to be amenable to
reason , to weigh suggestions of other people whose judgment and knowledge I respect ,
I would be derelict in my duty and untrue to myself if I permitted the Freeman to
carry thoughts which , in my opinion , are completely contrary to the philosophy of
Henry George. And much of what you express is of that kind; again , in my opinion.

to the
The customary column of expression of opinions by readers is " Letters

Editor" column. Because of the limited amount of space in the Freeman , Paul has made
a rule that no letter to the editor should be over 200 words . I think that we can

afford to give a full column , which contains 300 words in six point type , to any good.
Letter. But I will not countermand the orders of a subordinate in whose judgment I
have absolute confidence , and for that reason I let him handle your letter in his
own way.

1

I

K
For your information , if you are interested , I have made inquiries as to the extent

to which your attempts to rationalize the present war from a Georgist point of view
has taken root among the teachers of the school and if the teachers have been honest
with me in their expression there isn't one who agrees with you . There are several
who believe that as a matter of expediency the war is necessary, but not one attempts
to justify the war an Georgist grounds . And , further for your information , your
views in Chicago at first aroused a laugh and then bitter antipathy.

Thus you see I have checked up to find out to what extent the present emotionalism
has affected the teachers of the school , and I am gratified to say that yours seems
to be the only virulent case . Under such circumstance , I see no reason why I should
change the policy of the paper and to permit it to be a vehicle for the twisting of
Georgism into something which it is not , according to my opinion.

Yours sincerely,
Frank Chodorov

In re-manualizing the Progress and Poverty course during the past few weeks I
have had more confirmation of the correctness of my position on the political situa
tion than I had before . And I therefore take the liberty of suggesting to you that
you re-read that book , particularly books VII and X.

*

Director (of H.G.S.S.S. and
Editor of the Freeman )

A
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August 7, 1941
Dear Mr. Chodorov :

Your letter of July 29th makes one thing abundantly clear ; that you are determined
to pursue your present policy in The Freeman : a policy which consists of your eval
uation of the present world situation , elevated by assertion and the weight of auth
ority your office lends you , to the position of "The Only Truly Geargist Attitude
Toward the War." This position has , therefore , been made the position of the Freeman
and hence of the School. Even a hasty glance at the current issue (Aug. ,1941) can
leave no doubt of that.

You have made it sufficiently clear as well , that you intend to give no space to
the expression of dissident views on current world questions beyond that portion of
the "Letter to the Editor" column ( 1/3 of a page ) which your assistant will r ation
to such a letter , provided he " thinks it worth printing at all ."

You support your consequent monopoly on policy-making by the following arguments :
1. In your opinion , ( not to mention that of your "subordinate" ) , my views are anti
Georgist ; 2. You are "whether I like it or not" the final arbiter of what goes into
the magazine ; 3. Your "inquiries " have convinced you that not a single member of the
faculty to whom you have spoken shares my views on the present world-crisis.

Let us consider these arguments one by one.
How qualified are you to determine what views are or are not Georgist ? It is im

possible to take seriously such an assumption of omniscience from one who l . declared
in the pamphlet "Educating for a Free Sociéty" ( first published in Scribner's Commen
tator) that George " chose the single-tax ' , a minor detail in his economic and social
system" (emphasis mina, M.J.B. ) ; 2. rejécts George's advocáoy of government owner
ship and operation of natural monopolies , such as railroads , etc ; 3. rejects all
political action and decries George's use of it ; 4. repudiates George's hope " that it
may be the mission of this Republic to unite all nations of English speech
in a league which , by insuring justice , promoting peace , and liberating camerce will
be the forerunnerrof a world-wide federation , that will make war the possibility of
a past age , and turn to works of usefulness the enormous forces now dedicated to des
truction ." ;5. does not share George's views on cheap-money (desirability of infla
tionary methods ) , and his proposal to repudiate the national debt : 6. does not sharee
George's approval of taxes on consumption for ostentation ; 7. avoids George's explan
ation of interest ; 8. completely disagrées with Gebrge's religious view-point and
belief in immortality ; 9. unlike George , disp arages defense of one's native land
against foreign aggression ; 10. disagreeing with George , believes that the mainspring
and root cause of human behavior is the desire for material satisfactions ; 11. does
not approve , as did George , the assumption by government of extraordinary in emer
gency situations. powers

K
or

There are others , but I feel . I have said´enough to make my point . I myself share
some of your disagreements with Henry George , but the very fact that such disagree
ments exist should make impossible for anyone not himself 100% orthodox (if that were
desirable ) the role of heresy-hunter . As is evident from the possibility of wide
disagreement on the issues enumerated above , George did not have an unequivocal
answer to all the immediate and future problems facing society ; for example, the
question of national defens e . Yet presumably the point of view on this question as
expressed in your Freeman editorials is " The Georgist One" . An innocent reader
even a government agent who had never spoken to you , would unquestimably gather
from these editorials that you are unalterably opposed to any defense program whatso
ever. However, in conversation with you , I have frequently heard you deny that you
are a pacifist and assert that you believe in fighting " only when the General Francos
come marching down the street ." From which it follows as a necessary conclusion from
your own admission , that the question when defense should begin or the area in which
it should operate is one to be decided , not by recourse to George's writings , but as
purely a matter of military strategy , which neither you nar I are competent to discuss .
And yet in editorial after editorial in the Freeman you have attacked the present
defense program in every conceivable way. Had you but followed the line of the Britis)
Georgists as reported in " Land and Liberty" your position would have been quite Georg
ist on the one hand , and far less dangerous to the best interests of the School , on
the other .1

Incidentally I have been carefully re-examining The Freeman from its first number

intimidation
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omward. And I have made several interesting discoveries . In the early issues , edited
by Will Lissner , considerable space was devoted to a treatment of fascist totalitar.
ianism, the menace which its growth held for the world and a recognition of the qual
itative and hence fundamental differences between it and the imperfect but nontheless
democratic social systems prevailing in England , the U.S.A. , France , etc. This
emphasis tended to disappear with your incumbency , and during the past year and one
kalf was actually transformed into a point-of-view which refuses to recognize that
such a distinction has ay significancé , either for Georgists , or for the unfortunate
millions who in France , Czechoslovakia , Norway and Denmark have , forcefully been pla ced
under the Fascist yoke. And despite your oral references to the "General Francos"
my examination of your articles and editorials fails to disclose that you ever so
much as mentioned him or his movement during the period in which he was acting as the
instrument for bringing Spain under the heel of the Axis . You have failed to evince
a similar delicacy in your frequent references to President Roosevelt , George Washing

on , Secretarý Morgenthau , and other objects of your antipathy both in the U.S. and
Great Britain, but in your treatment of Hitler , Mussolini and their movements , have
nearly approximated , in the pages of the Freeman , the amount of space you formerly
"devoted" to General Franco.

In your third argument , you assure me that not only do your actions meet the ap
onlythingproval of your conscience (and that of your assistant) but equally of all the teachers

with whom you have spoken - Such a vote of confidence would be formidable indeéd had
the plebiscite been more ubiquitous, My own modest inquiries , following yours , reached
a number of instructors who had not been polled , and indeed were somewhat offended
at having been excluded , although I assured them that you are a very busy man. While
I do not d oubt your word , I think you would agree , as a practical matter , that we
ought both to be present when the votes are counted.

Of course , I am unable to speak for "Chicago" . Your report of their reactions
upon hearing my views left me deeply disturbed . I met and chatted with some of the
Chioago delegates at the Convention and found them ostensibly well-balanced and
fairly sophisticated men . Therefore , I am led to wonder exactly what you could have
said to arouse in them such a tempest of hilarity turning into such bitter hate .

Since experience has shown that you are not immune to "misunderstandings" of things
I have said in conversation with you , I would frankly prefer to speak my views myself,
But since you may have occasion to discuss them when I am not present , I shall set
them forth clearly and carefully for the purpose of providing you with unmistakable
documentary evidence regarding them,

In the late fall of 1939 , shortly after the war broke out , in conversation with
Mr. Dorn and myself , you stated quite categorically that the School and the Freeman
should avoid commitments on what was a very dangerous political question , namely ,
the attitude of the U.S. to the war. During the time which has elapsed , I have com

pleted the giving of seven( 7) classes in Democracy versus Socialism, in the conduct
of which I refrained as carefully as I could fram partisan political bias and dis
cussion , in the naive belief that thiś practise was being faithfully followed through
out the School . During recent months , however , I have discovered , to my dismay, that
in the conduct of both the Freeman and the Teacher Training classes , you have failed
to exercise similar discretion.

In view of the fact that political discussion has been forbidden in the classrooms
and has now been forbidden throughout the entire building ( see those unbelievable
signs plastered all over the walls ) you , through the agency of the Freeman , and the
virtual exclusion from its columns of those who disagree with you , have been left
with a complete monopoly for the propagation of partisan , biased , distinctly political
views .

The inequity of such a state of affairs would, to the fair-minded observer, seem
scarcely credible . Yet the enormitybf it is equalled , if not surpassed , by the dan
gers to which such a course of conduct must inevitably expose an institution such as

In these critical times , this danger threatens not only our charter , our priv
ileged fiscal status , but indeed the very existence of the School itself.ours .

If the Freeman must continue to appear , I would like to make a suggestion for a
change in its policy , which would ; if faithfully adhered to , eliminate the undesirable
features I have already described. It is obvious that no discussion of significant



current events can possibly escape a "political" treatment: Therefore I feel that the

magazine should confine itself to dealing with School news , items of interest about
the Georgist movement as a whole , and to the publication of purely theoretical articles
of a strictly economic and not of a sociological and political nature . A good exam
ple of this abstract method of treatment can be found in Prof. H.G.Brown's " The Eco
nomics of Taxation , " particularly Chapters III and IV . This would not only have the
boneficial effect of solving the problem under discussion , but in my opinion would
be an adjunct for the use of teachers in their classes immeasurably superior to the
sketchily documented , rarely substantiated , explosively controversial material now pro
vided by the Freeman .

Were it not for limitations of time and space , I could go on enumerating the issues
upon which we disagree , and a detailed and precise exposition of my views . However ,
what causes me considerable uneasiness is the fact that I can be certain that my per
sonal attitudes are accurately understood only by those with whom I have had direct
or private discussion , and grossly misunderstood by those who have gotten them second

hand . Where you stand is a matter of record. Seven pages of monthly editorializing
in the Freeman plus an occasional signed article have made your position plain . So
I would like to make the following proposal : a debate between us in the School audi
torium to w hich all teachers , trustees , volunteer workers and advanced students , etc.
should be invited . The topic for debate might very well be any or all of the issues
raised in this correspondence betwee n us . Of if you prefer some other subject, the
following list should provide sufficient alternatives from which to choose:
la The Consequences of a Nazi Victory.
2 , Meeting Germany's New Trade Polboy (The Freeman , Apr. 1941 , p . 135)
3. The Economic Interpretation of History
4. Civil Liberties -For Whom?

5. Has the Negro Benefited Thru Emancipation? ( The Freeman , Feb. 1941 , p. 74)

6 , Did the Yugoslavs merely Resist a Change of Masters ? (The Freeman , May 1941 , p . 150

7. Does Conscription Doom Democracy? (The Freeman , May 1941 , p. 152)
8 : The "Real " Enemy Within(The Freeman ; July 1941 , p . 194)
9. Why We are in the War (The Freeman , Aug. 1941 , P. 222)
10.Buzzards With and Without Feet . ( The Freeman , Aug. 1941 , p . 220)
11.What Georgism Means to Me.

You will note that I have cited certain of your Freeman articles in the list of pro

posed topics. My purpose in so doing is simply this : to indicate to you more specifi
cally than do the titles enumerated above exactly where my views are opposed to yours .
A reading of those articles will show you where we differ.

I am optimistic enough to believe that you will not refuse to accept this opportu

nity to make clear to our colleagues where we both stand , especially since the con

troversy is being so widely discussed in the School and since it is at least as impor

tant a topic for debate as the one you bad with Mr. Gilbert Tucker on the question :

Organization - Yes or Noe.
Before closing I should like to call your attention to several matters which a read

ing of your letter as well as the current issue of the Freeman raise in my mind . There

is widespread agreement that the substance of the Freeman'saėdatorials is almost´en
tirely destructive , and venomous in tone , which as has so aptly been pointed out,

As long as thiscannot fail to leave the most unfavorable impressions on the reader.
method is applied to men in public life or to historical characters it might , with
some charitableness, be assumed that the attacks are a matter of principle . But when

this technique is used to make the Freeman a weapon for a personal assault on those
of your co-workers (or former co-workers ) who have the temerity to disagree with you,

The pseudo-anonit becomes , as a mutual acquaintance wrote me , "beneath contempt ."

ymity with which you pretend to hide the identity of your "victim" seems to me merely

a device to protect yourself from counter-attack. And your monopoly of The Freeman ,
For your information , I'

in any case , makes any effective reply extremely difficult .
am referring specifically to the following editorials : How I Lost a Friend Freeman ,
March , 1941 ; Lebensraum in South American Freeman, Augyt941 ;

In your letter you write , "There are antisemitic Georgists , Do you think that
editorials from such writers should appear in the Freeman ? " My answer is that they
should not. But Albert Jay Nock whose opinions on the Jews and the Jewish question



have recently become a matter of unsavory notoriety has appeared in the pages of The
Freeman , has been quoted in the Freeman , has been advertised in The Freeman . And his
picture still hangs in the entrance hall of the School , an insult to the memory of
Henry George. Very truly yours ,
D.3.
P.S. Your statement about the division of authority as between yourself and your assis
tant in the matter of deciding the content of the Freeman leaves me wholly unconcerned.
By your own assertion, and as a matter of common knowledge , you are the final authority
on such questions and hence I have addressed myself exclusively to you.

han danmao muanhanh ta đJUGA UNă la vam má v násky to What
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Michael J. Bernstein

When "You Can't Do Business With Hitler" , by Douglas Miller , was published , Helen
Bernsteín asked Paul Peach , Ass't Ed . , for a copy that she might review it for the
Freeman. The review she submitted was rejected by Mr. Peach and his revised version
tras suggested as a substitute . The original and revised reviews appear below .

(Original )
"For the desire of one party however strong it may be , cannot of itself bring about

trade. To every trade there must be two parties who mutuall y desire to trade , and

whose actions are reciprocal ." ( Emphasis miñe , H.B. )
And as trade becomes free and extensive.. • as pirates and robbers are extirpated

and treaties of peace put an end to chronic warfare so does wealth augment and civi
Tization grow. (Emphasis mine , HE . )

-

These paragraphs , written by Herry George in 1886 , recognize clearly that trade re
quires mutuality and a trading area , freed , by force if necessary , from the deprada
tions of armed marauders . Douglas Miller , who spent six of his fifteen years as com

mercial attache at the U.S. Embassy , under the Nazi regime , has written a factual
account of a contemporary robber-collectivism which has substituted force for the prin
ciple of mutuality.

↑

The most gigantic ptrate in history is loose in the market-place which is the world ,

bent on plunder and universal domination , its whole structure , from its beginnings ,

geared to expropriation and the production of instruments essential to the " political"
rather than to the " economic " means , to employ Oppenheimer's happy distinction.

Hitler once said that Germany"must export or die" . Mr. Miller demonstrates , con

clusively , that Nazism "must fight or die" . The Etàhendous Nazi war machine requires
vast qua ntities of raw materials for its existence . But it absorbs Germany's produc

tive resources almost to the exclusion of the goods necessary to pay for these mat
erials . Hence , the only alternative is to use the machine to acquire by violence the
wealth for which it cannot pay. How this was accomplished is a matter of recent and

current history ; and the end is not yet.
The history of Nazi " trade" methods in the Balkans , Latin-A merica and at home is

the history of an insatiable appetite which trampled underfoot the sanctity of con

tracts and property rights in its frenzied drive for complete domination , which no

concessions , commercial , material or political , have appeased.
A victory for Hitler , warns Mr. Miller , will enable him to organize Europe , Asia

and Africa into a huge self-sufficient unit , supported in the Pacific by the Japanese

Empire , and virtually " encircling" the Western Hemisphere . In the face of this power

ful opponent controlling most of the earth's resources and population , and bent on

world conquest , he believes that in sheer self-defense , the U.S.A. will become per
manently totalitarian ; that its living standards will fall to those of a blockaded

country , drained to feed its swollen defense forces ; and that a military dictatorship
will impose its rule permanently on a population to whom peace will have become only

the vaguest memory . Mr. Miller is convinced that the sole hope of salvation lies in
not giving the Nazis the opportunity to organize their conq uests . His book is com

especially those who believe that "you can
pulsory reading for thoughtful Americans -
do business with Hitler ." Helen Bernstein

(revised review)
Trade requires mutuality and a trading area , freed , by force if necessary , from the

depradations of armed marauders . Douglas Miller , who spent six of his fifteen years

as commercial attache at the U.S. Embassy , under the Nazi regime , has written a des

cription of this contemporary robber-collectivism which has substituted force for the



principle of mutuality.
We learn (if we did not know already) that a gigantic pirate is loose in the market

place of the world , bent on plunder and universal domination . His program , in all
its details , is geared to expropriation and to the production of instruments peculiar
to the " political" rather than to the " economic" means.

Hitler once said that Germany must " export a die ." Mr. Miller demonstrates con
clusively that Naz ism must " fight or die,"and points the lesson of the ages that

€ 3ourse to armaments is always followed by recourse to arms. The tremendous Nazi
ar machine requires vast quantities of raw materials for its existence. It absorbs

Germany's productive resources almost to the exclusion of the goods necessary to pay
For these materials . The only al ternative is to use the machine to acquire by vio
lence the wealth for which it cannot pay . How this was accomplished is a matter of
rocent and current history ; and the end is not yet.

The history of Nazi " tra de" methods in the Balkans , Latin-America and at home is
the history of an insatiable rapacity which disregarded utterly every contractual
and property right in its frenzied drive for complete domination. No concessions ,
commercial , material or political , have ever appeased it .

A victory for Hitl er , warns Mr. Miller , will enable him to organize Europe , Asia
and Africa into a huge self-sufficient unit, supported in the Pacific by Japan and
virtually encircling the Western Hemisphere . With so powerful an opponent controlling
most of the earth's resources and population , and bent on world conquest , he believes
that in sheer self -defense the U.S. will become permanently totalitarian ; that its
living standards will fall to those of a bloo kaded country , drained to feed its swollen
defense forces ; and that a military dictators hip will impose its rule permanently on

Mr. Miller isa population to whom peace will have become only the vaguest memory.
convinced that our sole hope of salvation lies in preventing the Nazis , at no matter
what cost. from organizing their conquests .

To those fatuous individuals who still believe in Hitler's essential good faith ,
this book should carry conviction of error . To those who advocate our increased
participation in the war and find it simplest to denounce their opponents as "appeasers '

it will be a welcome weapon . But to the huge apathetic mass of the American people,
who hate Hitler's guts but still oppose our going to war , the book has little to offer .

Nobody thinks of denying Miller's facts . They are not new ; they have been common

Imowledge for a long time. But "You Can't Do Business with Hitler" is not a judicial
review; it is a purely ex parte presentation . To those who are genuinely in search
of information not previous ly available , it has little value ; to those who desire a
propaganda weapon to incite Americans to war , it has some .

American cynicism has been nurtured with many lofty words and noble sentiments ,
various numbers of Points , campaign promises and platform planks . The most extensive
propaganda machine in the world , with two years to work in , has hardly made a dent
in this cynicism , and it seems probable that the American people will eventually be

pushed into the war , willy-nilly. Until then , they will continue to ask , "Yeah ; so
we lick Hitler . And then what? " If Mr. Miller had answered that question , his book
would be monumental .

Acompanying Mrs Peach's revised review was a request that if it were not acceptable
to the reviewer , that the book be turned over to him so that he might review it in
time for the next issue of the Freeman. In his note of request , Mr. Peach said that
he could not permit quotations from George to appear in the Freeman in support of a
view he considers mistaken . (Note that what appears in the original review as a direct
quotation from George , appears in the revised review without quotation marks and with

out acknowledgment . ) However , in every issue of the Freeman there are several excerpts
Mr Peach usually

from George , i.e. , on the front cover and in the center fold .
selects these quotations and"accepts full responsibility for them, " (even though his
name does not appear as their selector. )

The following letter was written in reply.
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Aug. 19 , 1941
Dear Paul ,

Here is the book . Will you please return it to me as soon as you can since
Mike is in the midst of extracting material from it for an article he is writing ?

↑In reading "your revision" of "my review" I underlined certain of the "super
ficial changes " ( to use your expression ) which you made. These changes , besides
giving a completely false and inaccurate impression of the book , grind a political
cxe in precisely the mamer for which you condemn Mr. Miller . Natürlich, I could
hardly sign my name to a review which I consider a distortion of truth and a panning
of what I consider a first-rate book. (It is strange , incidentally , how even the
most "scientific " minds approach a subject in which they are emotionally involved.
You have written the review of the Miller book (and were prepared to publish it ) even
before you read it and I'd bet my right hand that it will scarcely be affected by
a reading of the book. This observation applies to all of us poor mortals , of course,
man being the imperfect creature he is .)

One or two points of information : "the most extensive propaganda machine in the
world" is indubitably not , as you think , the American (or shall I say Rooseveltian?)
but probably the Russian or the German , since propaganda in these countries is a
state monopoly . In the United States , as I remarked today , the vast majority of news

paper readers get their news from isolationist publications , as , in the past few

presidential elections , they read anti-Roosevelt newspapers . An article in the NEW

LEADER, two or three weeks ago , gave all the statistics . Even the Freeman adds its
bit in the United States. There are no Freemans in Russia or Germany!

Second , in all friendliness , I would caution you not to put too much faith in
the "apathy" and "cynicism" of the American masses . Remember, for one thing , that
the masses are not nearly as apathetic or cynical as some Georgists I know in regard

to the question of aid to Britain . Since you speak so confidently about the state of
mind of the nation , I assume you get your information from the independent polls,
just as we all do . The polls show , as I recall , that while approximately 80% are
opposed to an immediate declaration of war on Germany, an equal number favor all-out

aid to Britain and about 60% favor convoys , which is even ahead of administration
policy. This would indicate that their state of mind is not so much "Yeah ; so we

lick Hitler . And then what ?" as "Let the other fellow do it. We're right behind
nim. " I am not kidding myself into thinking that the American people hold my views

completely (although I do share their feeling to some extent about the other fellow

doing it ) but I think you are kidding yourself into thinking that they share yours .
One more thing , there's no doubt that America backs its defense program. Do you ?

It seems that we have reversed places that I am doing a little voluntary edit
I hope you don't

ing of your still unborn, or shall I say prematurely born , review,
mind.

While I am not using your revision of my review in the way it was intended , I
may use it to prove à point in another connection , as well as your letter. Since you

wrote the first for publication and the second for the sake of the record , I don't
think I am violating any confidence by showing them to other people . Incidentally,

I am truly sorry that we have been unable to effect some compromise on this thing.
Fratricide is always distressing, although I hope that is too strong a term even for
an analogy. Helen Bernstein

P.S. I notice , with amusement , that the "400 to 500" word limit you imposed on my
It seems that the

review was considerably expanded when you wrote "your version . "fu.
problem of limited space is a barrier publication in the Freeman only when views

of which you disapprove are involved,
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December 1, 1941 .

r. Aran Bashion ,
Henry Georgo Sghool of Social Science,
Boston, Kas8.
Dear Mr. Bashian :

I have read carefully tho rosolutions , a copy of
which I received a few days ago , signed by you and a number of the
"graduates , advanced students , teachers and workers of the Boston
Extension of the How York School ;" also your criticism submitted
with your lottor of October 11 , 1941 , to "LAND AND FREEDOM,"

Discussing the lottor with one of my friends who

also received copies , his opening remark was, "Thatover the ran's
intention may be , it looks to na liko e cœpleto vindication of the
course Ir . Chodorov is pursuing.

Your oaplaint, in the main , is that "THE FREIMAN"

takes a neutral position in a war between foreign nations ; quoting :
The editors of " THE FREELAN" have their eyes glued so closely to

# etc.the microscope of their academio life that...........
Outside of the inforonco convoyed by the word

nicroscopo , because frequently the view is telescopio , the imponoh

ment stands. Let us hope that all your indictments will ever be as
soft . *

TI

Quote: "To must not demand porfection in an in
perfoot world." Exoopt , of course , our particular variety. Make
toTIDE a perfect advocate of our particular view on inter
national affairs.

Quoto : "How, if Goorgian were part of science ....
oto. It is, my boy , it is . All that the so-called Georgint

asks is that folk look into the elementals of political economy,
wich Henry Georgo described as , and with which description from long
acquaintanco with both subjocts I am perforco in agreomont ;" as exact
a science as goonetry;" see the opening chapter of "PROGRESS AND

POVERTY.
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Mr. Aram Dashian ,
Boston , Mass.
12-1-41

Quote: "Ib (doorge) know that the struggle would be
long and hard and that we would need allies to aid us, and should ally
ourselves with other groups if they were going our way

Is there no way that politically inclined men can côn
ceive of the purpose of a school as an agency for disseminating knowledge?
And if a school dooşthis faithfully, may not understanding follow? The
Honry Coorge School of Social Science is the agency which , faster than any
other , is producing allies against the day when right thinking shall result
in right action.

As for allying ourselves with other groups -- my experi»
ence for forty years with that sort of effort , both in the propaganda and
political field, sponking for mysolf, I say , "Not" To criticise others
for doing so, or not doing oo , is a bit of impertinance in which, I trust ,I shall not be found indulging.

As for groups of Henry Goorgo mon allying themselves with
"other" groups going the same way, - what is to stop thon ? Only the laok
of such groups - thoro are nono .

Bow I want to go back a bit in your lettor . You use the
exprostions "if we lose the war" and " if wo win the war." I ask you
"which war?" I am not aware that we are at war . The Congress has not de
olarod war and, until it doos, I, living under the provisions of the Constitution of the United Statos , cannot recognize that wo aro at war.

It is true that our govornmont bas undertaken to spend
some of the wealth wo daily produce , including some of mine, and without
constitutional authority, to help other nations in their wars. I do not
approve . I am not at war, I hope we shall koep out of it.

Porhaps we of the middle wost ars stodgy and stupid ………

plain dumb, if you please ; but the propaganda of the British Empire has
not yet driven us into a panio nor given us the jittors , ner has the Hazi
olemont accomplishod more than to amuso us with their blather . I speak not
for all , but for the groat majority .

Quote : "It is in tinos of strain and difficulty that
friendships are tried and proven. Are you quite sure that you are not
helping to set up the strain and make a difficulty?

ItI do not agroo with everything in "THE F *
ofton soems a bit unorthodox according to my doxy ; but I see no occasionto circularize the neighbors about it . I am quite accustomed to disagree
mont, oven with my close friends . Consequently I cannot seriously sympathize with your complaint though, of course , I see no reason why, if

S
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Mr. Arom Bushian,
Honry Georgo S.hool of Social Scienoo,
Boston , Kass.
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you wish to make a loud nose hollering into a rain barrel , that you
should not do so , and I am willing to be part of the barrel.

I am, I trust , to be included among those whose love
of his native land will be cause for being included among those when
you will call friend .

FLIT :LF

į

Respectfully and Cordially Tours ,

Ipnry L. T. Tideman,
Director.



Mr. M. J. Bernstein
Apartment LEG

December 9 , 1941

10 Konroe Stroot
Now York , New York

My dear Mr. Bernstein : "

Some time since , I received from you a set of mirnographed copies of correspondence
between yourself and the editor and manager of the FREEMAN . I read it and rereadit and went over it several times . It had good writing ; but nothing that I would
consider worth all the trouble you were at to get it out . The editor would not
print your stuff. So what ? Be frequently , usually in fact , turns mine down .He
Again , so what ?

Now I have received your tentative program to be presented at a mass meeting
organized to offer interference with the work of the HGSSS . Kay I expresa
myself?

I. "Proposed policy for the Eonry George School ."
(a) "A cessation of all attacks on other Georgist groups---eto ." Froopt by

those whose injured vanity impels them to attack the Georgists who manage the
School and the FREEMAN,

II . "Proposod administration of the School ."

(a) "The adoption by the School of a Constitution and Ey-Laws providing for
democratic administration ." Consistent with the requirements for legal corpo
rato existence , I consider the School to be completely democratio . No one is
required to attend , no one isrequired to help , everyone is free to come or assist
or to go out and organise a competitive school .

(b) "Demooratio selection of trustees , mechanical and legal details to be worked
out." re have it now. Those who choose to help do by that faot endorse and

mlect the trustees .
(0) "An elected committee to receive , consider and present to the trustees

suggestions , criticians and grievances. Why go to the trouble of electing them?
Everybody in the School oan mako his grievance , if any , known and get a hearing,
just as you are doing and were offered . That the hearings should be conducted
as public forums is a poor joke . Imagine the trustees of the University of
Chicago oalling a meeting of students , alummi and friends over such a clothes
line fight as yours.

(d) "Formation of a faculty and student counoil." For 15-week and 10-week
student bodies ? Be yourselft You can always get a committee of representa
tives out of existing classes for anything you need done , that will interfere
with the progress of the work and give you all the problems of injured vanity
to solve that you think you should have .

(e) "Policy of appointing teachers ( 1) on the basis of merit alone in accordance
with (2) acoopted educational practices ." ( 1) Hold examination to admit a toacher
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whom we ask please to take a olass ? (2 ) Pay salaries ? Quit hollering and goraise a fund .

For what?(f) "A small committee selected by the " faculty and student council ."

(8) "A willingness on the part of the School Administration to expériment with
new educational techniques in dissemination of Georgism , both of a popular and
scholarly nature ." " New educational techniques " - regular six-bit phrase ; good
workt Whose money should we spend on the experiments ? With the rest I agree ;if you quote me , don't abbreviate ; the FREEMAN for popular exposition class room
for scholastic.

(h) " A willingness on the part of the School Administration to attempt to reach
and influence other progressive add liberal groups .' Sure ; if you can find them,
get them to subscribe for the FREEMAN for their members ..
III . Rectification of abuses .

(a) A matter for the existing School Administration .
(b) I don't know whom this is shot at ; but it is nasty.
(o) You say SCRIBNERS is "fascist . " I can read , and while I get annoyed with

it sometimes , I know I must not expect other people to consult my views when
they print . For your view you want tolerance ; for the fellow who disagrees
with you , you want proscription . A bit queer .

(d) Is that why you insist on II (h) above ?
(e) Surely. That is why you employ a method of innuendo in III (a) and (b) ;

it explains why you refer to the SCRIBNERS COMMENTATOR as pro-fascist and why
you want "Educating for a Free Society" suppressed .

#

I am

December 9 , 1 9 4 1

Now for general comment . If you wish to be tolerated you must be tolerated .
you wish to be treated with kindliness , you must yourself be kind .

M

The School Administration is spending a fund entrusted to them. It is not ad
though they were spending their own money which they might devote to any cause
appealing to their ideal of democracy ? Their business is to operate a School ,
which like Henry George in PROGRESS AND shall lay a philosophic basis
in the students ' minds by the careful teaching of the elementals of political
economy and the philosophy of freedom such , that they shall appreciate the
justice and expedienoy of his proposal . To spend funds on adventures with
liberal and progressive groups " would be a violation of trust . For myself,

I earnestly hope they will never do that and I cannot see how anyone could do
other than approve of every refusal so to do .

Respectfully,

Henry L., T. Tideman

M
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LAND AND
150 NASSAU STREET

Add

Mr. Edwin Hamilton
155 North Clark Street
Chicago , Ill .

FREEDOM
NEW YORK

1

November 13 , 1941

Dear Mr. Hamilton :

We wish to thank you for the interest you have shown inconnection with Mr. Bernstein's article , " Unfinished Victory!and Mr. Nock . " In the last issue of LAND AND FREEDOM we published criticisms , similar to your own , in the correspondencesection , and in the forthcoming issue , more will appear .feel that in publishing the letters previously received , wehave done full justice to all sides . We are taking the liberty , however , of turning over your manuscript to Mr. Bernstein for his " enlightenment , " and we have instructed him toreturn it to you when it has served its purpose .

We

It seems unfortunate that after reading Mr. Bernsteinsarticle , you were disposed to read no farther . If in the meantime you may have read some other articles , we would bethankful to have your opinion .

Sincerely yours ,

LAND AND FREEDOM

(Signed ) Charles Joseph Smith

The above is the " rojection slip " that came with the returnto me of the accompanying article , WHAT PRICE POLEMICS?

Edwin Hamilton

1



Edwin Hamilton
155 North Clark street
Chicago , Illinois
November 11 , 1941

What Price Polemics ?

Georgism without polemics must sound to the old
Single Taxer like soda without whiskey , or bread without leaven .
George himself set the fashion. of its kind , " A Perplexed
Philosopher " is a great work ; none of George's followers or pro
fessed followers has ever approached , in any admirable respect ,the quality of the master's attack upon Spencer . Yet it dotracted
nothing from Spencer's fame , and neither George nor the movement.
to which he gave his name gained in stature because of it .
for the miscellaneous personal attacks upon outsiders and each
other with which Georgists have amused themselves since Georgetstime their net effect seems to have been to divert into vulgar
squabbling energy which might much better have been devoted toconstructive undertakings . Their passion for writing polemics
has been an unmitigated liability to Gcorgists --one which they
would have done better to bring under control .

As

It is therefore with deep regret that I find " Land
and Freedom" willing to help keep this old vice alive . I refer
to the attack by Mr. Michael J. Bernstein upon Albert Jay Nock ,
in the July-August issue . The good that can be done by such a
publication is nogligible . Its inevitable offect must be to
raiso a new crop of perplexed Georgists . No less a person than
Rabbi Aarons ohn , it seems , has been numbered among them .

The writer of polemics is not in quite the same posi
tion as an advocate , a debater , or a politicalccrator. All
these people may present , and are expected to present , a com
pletely biased point of view . We take it for granted that the
Hon . Smith should call the Hon . Jones a thieving blackguard ,
and that the Hon . Jones should reply in kind . The arena in
which these controversies take place affords both sides an
equal opportunity , in a setting which they themselves have
accepted . Bullying in the court room , misrepresentation in
debate , slander on the stump we accept these , because the
other guy has a chance to do it too , and probably will .

The polemist ( if he cannot overcome his lust for
writing ) should pursue a different course . Especially when he
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is obscure or without credit and his victim is known and respected , he cannot demand that his adversary meet him in debate .Virtue is singularly defenseless against an uncrupulous liar .It is up to the polemist , then , to avoid using the poisoned pen--unless he is willing to have his polemic dismissed by thinking readers as a mere grudge attack , devoid alike of intelligence and honesty .

Instead , the polemist ( if he is to command respect,must strive for impartiality ."Here is what Jones did and said .
He may not say to his readers ,such . But this is horrible !

Jones ' meaning was thus andDown with Jones "must say , "Here is what Jones did and said .
Instead , he

evidence without bias and without suppression .
I present the

the benefit of any reasonable doubt .
Give Jones

Examine the evidence .conclusion is that Jones ' conduct is reprehensible . Do youagree ? " If one must write polemics , only this spirit ofcandor and fairness can earn any merit for the writing .
One might frame a set of rules for polemists , andillustrato many of them with selections from Mr. Bernstein'sarticle in "Land and Freedom. " I suggest tentatively the following :

2.

1. Never make a categorical statement unless youare certain of your facts . A mistake whichwould be inconsequential in a general articleis inexcusable in an attack upon a man's character . You will be properly blamed for anymisrepresentation which you may have made throughoversight or accident .

3.

4 .

5.

K

My

Never over-elaborate trivia . Emphasis on weakpoints weakens your strong points .
Never supply a context of your own for a quotation which has no significance when standingby itself . If the sentence doesn't obviouslymean what you want it to mean , don't quote it .

When you quote as an authority a source whichis not readily available to your readers , beover- scrupulous in exactness , even at the costof increased wordage .

Bo careful about deletions . Remember that youropinion on what constitutes a material misquotation is probably prejudiced in your favor .When in doubt , leave it in .

The soundness of these rules should be obvious toevery writer who makes even a pretense of journalistic integrity .



What Prico Polemics ? (3)

Failure to observe them must inevitably discredit the writer'sentire output . In the circumstances , then , it is a pity thatMr. Bernstein was not more careful in preparing his manuscriptfor the printer . Every one of our five rules is violated , somerepeatedly .

The article is an attack upon Albert Jay Nock , basedon the following reasoning :

(a ) "Unfinished Victory" by Arthur Bryant isan anti -Semitic book .
(b ) Those who recommend anti -Semitic books arescoundrels .

(c ) Mr. Nock recommended "Unfinished Victory . "

(d ) Ergo , Mr. Nock is a scoundrel .
None of the premises is completely obvious , Not

everyone who likes Voltaire and Anatole France is an anticleric , and it is quite possible to praise a book in one connection and condemn it in another for example , Boccacio's
"Decameron . " But Mr. Bernstein relies chiefly upon his firstpremise ; he devotes most of his space to an attack , not upon
Mr. Nock , but upon the book , "Unfinished Victory . " Whatever
the merits or demerits of the book , the fact is that by broaking every one of our five rules Mr. Bernstein has left his
case unproved , has indeed done it considerable harm , and has
demeaned himself in the minds of all lovers of fair play anddecent conduct .

S

Consider Rule No. 1 ; Never make a categorical state
ment unless you are sure of your facts . According to Mr. Bern
stein , " Unfinished Victory" conceals from the reader the factthat the Jews constituted less than one per cent of Germany'stotal population . Exactly why the point is important , MrBernstein does not tell us . What is important is that Mr. Bernstein has made a mistake ; this bit of information appears in
"Unfinished Victory" page 139. Such a blunder as this raises
questions about the propriety of Mr. Bernstein's suggestionthat "Mr. Nock is either deliberately attempting to distort and
mislead , or else has assumed the role of irresponsible scribbler . "

1 ~

Rule 2 advises us not to dwell on trivial points .
Mr. Bernstein dwells at considerable length on Bryant's refer
ence to Matthias Erzberger as a Social Democrat , asserting that
Erzberger was really a member of the Catholic Centrist party .
( Land and Freedom , page 109 col . 2. ) If this point has some
hidden importance , it should by all means be brought out in the
text ; American readers cannot be expected to familiarize them
selves with the host of party distinctions of the old World .
As it stands , the reader may think that Mr. Bernstein was
grievously short of ammunition and straining the resources of
his scanty material .
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Mr.

Rulo 3 : " Never supply a context of your own for aquotation which has no significance when standing by itself . "Mr. Bernstein violates this rule several times , especially inthe earlier portion of the article . He quotes from " Unfinished
Victory" the passage , " Hitler's real quarrel with the capitalistand Marxist system alike was that they stopped things from growing . They were concerned not with creation , but the one with
making quick profits ( Emphasis mine M. J. B. ) and the other
with establishing an unnatural and sterile uniformity . "Bernstein supplies a context which tells us how to interpretthe se sentences : " Note the mystic nationalist's hatred for the
merchant , the trader , " Again he quotes : "Hitler was acute
enough to realize that the Marxist did not stand for freedom .
but for a despotic uniformity , enforced by terror and theannihilation of all who opposed them . " Once more Mr. Bernstein -
supplies us with an interpretation made to ( his ) order : "Hitler ,in Mr. Bryant's opinion , obviously stands for freedom and individualism . " It is easy to find similar cases scattered through
Mr. Bernstein's text , varied occasionally by a quotation whichhas no meaning of itself , and for which Mr. Bernstein does not
supply any: "To the dispossessed millions it ( Naziism ) offered
some thing even more attractive -- status and responsibility. "

It is with respect to the fourth rule , however , that
Mr. Bernstein makes his most serious mistakes . We all know the
dangers of quoting out of context . When in addition we edit
the quotation itself , we cannot shirk the obligation to be certain that the parts we strike out are really immaterial .

Consider for example Mr. Bernstein's complaint about
Bryant's alleged misquotation from Mowrer's "Germany Puts theClock Back" ( Land and Freedom , page 109 , col . 1. ) Mr. Bern
stein apparently feels that Bryant , by terminating his quotation when he did , sought to convey the impression that graft
and corruption in Republican Germany were almost exclusivelyJewish . Mr. Bernstein then quotes another paragraph from
Mowrer , showing that Gentiles were concerned as well .
this information is supplied by Bryant in the sentence which
immediately follows his quotation from Mowrer: "Among those
involved were the Mayor of Borlin's wife and many prominentmembers of the administration . " ( "Unfinished Victory , " foot
noto , page 151. ) Mr. Bernstein has deleted this sentence , the
only portion of the footnoto written by Bryant . It would have
been botter to leave it in , even at the cost of killing the

* of the k forti Patr 1 .
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point of the argument which immediately follows .

For another example , consider the long quotation on
Mr. Bernstein quotespage 108 , col . 2 , of "Land and Freedom . "

Bryant as follows : "Few of the Jews who set the spiritual and
cultural fashions for Germany in the twenties had any compre
hension of a countryman's point of view . They were not them

selves countrymen or producers , but by long wont migrants and
middle men ( Emphasis mine M. J. B. ) : the descendants of men

who had been forced to live for centuries as exploiters ( though
never landowners like Prussian Junkers or British Tories

Their inherited instinct
M. J. B. ) rather than as creators .
was to skim the cream rather than to waste vain time and effort
in making enduring things.. They were exponents of the get
rich-quick philosophy. lovers of the flamboyant and the arts
of advertisemont .

P

Who the Joys ) in the ninoteen- twenties seemed ,

with all the invinciblo vitality and opportunism of their race ,

to be making of a broken nation their washpot . "

se
The se " choice anti -semitic morsels from Mr. Bryant's

heavily-laden tray" ( M. J. B. ) appear in " Land and Freedom" as

two quotations , but they are parts of a single paragraph , which
Mr. Bernstein has

begins on page 142 of " Unfinished Victory . "

omitted portions . Here is the paragraph entire , with the omitted
portions italicized , not for emphasis , but for identification :

"Few of the Jews who set the spiritual and cultural
fashions for Germany in the twenties and early thirties had

They were
any comp rehension of a countryman's point of view .
not themselves countrymen or producers , but by long wont migrants
and middle men : the descendants of men who had been forced to
live for centuries as exploiters rather than as creators because
all other livelihood and outlet for their strong racial genius
had been donied thom . They gathered in the great cities of the
industrial capitalist world , where quick fortunes were to be had

Their inhorited instinct was to skim tho croam
by quick wits . *
rather than to wasto vain time and effort in making enduring
things which would only be taken from them by their Christian

They were oxponents
oppressors before they could be enjoyed .
of the get -rich-quick philosophy that all persecution tends to
beget ; lovers of the flamboyant and the arts of advertisement :

scorners of the slow and unshowy creative virtues of discipline
labour , and craftsmanship -- of all , that is , that the solid and

I am wribing
more sedentary native Teuton means by thorough .

not of the Jews long domiciled in Germany who had learnt to
live and think as Germans and who had been often conferred ,
expecially in the realm of learning , science and medicin, the
greatest distinction on their adopted country , but of the migraht
type -- "Asiatic hordes on the sands of the Mark of Brandenburg

who in the nineteen- twenties seemed , with all the invincible
vitality and irrepressible opportunism of their race , to be making

of a broken nation their washpot .12
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The asterik refers to a footnote :Prussian Census of 1925 , 73 per cent of the Jewish population ,
"According to the

as opposed to 30 por cent of the non- Jewish , was concentratedin towns of over 100,000 inhabitants . " Mr. Bernstein does notquote the footnote , nor does he indicate that it has beenomitted ; it seems unimportant , but is supplied for completeness .It is curious that the two deletions which will probably beaccepted by everyone as permissible ( " and early thirties " nearthe beginning of the paragraph , and the word " irreasible " nearthe end ) are not even indicated by dots in Mr. Bernstein'sarticle .

ance .

One word of falsehood may require for its refutationa volume of truth. It is simply out of the question to analyzeeach of Mr. Bernstein's sentences and rectify all the errorshe has allowed to creep into his writing . Exactly for thisreason , his violations of our fifth rule assume augmented importa." Unfinished Victory " is not published in the United States ,and copies of it are not readily available . The reader of Mr.Bernstein's article must, therefore either accept his statementsin good faith , or go the considerable trouble in checking them .We all know the tendency of people to trust the printed word ,and to neglect to verify what thoy read . When in addition tothis natural indolence there are matorial obstacles in the wayof verification , the integrity of the writer must assume anadditional burdon . If I misquote the Bible , anyone can checkmo up . If I misquote " Unținis hod Victory" the case is different . But those who read Mr. Bernstein's article who can get holdof a copy of Bryant's book should by all means do so , and decidefor thomselves whether it be anti -Semitic and pro - Nazi or no .
It is not easy for any polemist to abide by the rulosof fair play . His very desire to write a polemic indicates aclosed mind : he has reviewed the evidence , formed his opinion ,and is now going to put it in print . He must know that , oncein black and white he cannot retreat from his postion withoutconsiderable loss of face ; indeed , the act of publication is asort of burning of his bridges . Human nature is always reluctant to admit a mistako ; that rolucztance is evon greater whonthe mistako has been spread upon a public record . As a practicalmatter , then , the polemist plodges himself to dofend his position until he is overwhelmed by adverse evidence . This plodgecommits him to the policy of treating both reason and truthas secondary to the main object , that of justifying himsolf.How can ho bother with rules in such a situation?

The Church detests the sin but embraces the sinner ,Georgists might well follow this good example . Vicious institutions , ignorance , prejudice attacks upon such as these mayboer good fruit ; they have done so in the past . We searchhistory in vain for a polemic which has resulted in anythingfor the bottorment of mankind . Who , indeed , is entitled to callany man evil? The Savior had the right ; but even He is bestrememborod , not for His attacks upon the Scribes and Pharisees ,but for his efforts to show men the path to a better world .L

(END )



HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
CHARTERED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

30 EAST 29TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY
TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 4-6270

November 17 , 1941

Mr. M. Mason Gaffney
Grays 27-28
Harvard College
Cambridge , Mass .

Dear Mr. Gaffney :

I am taking the liberty of replying to your letter.
addressed to the Board of Trustees as I understand they will
not meet for another week or so . Mr. Chodorov has had a very
heavy load to carry all year and went off for a short vaca
tion about ten days ago . We expect him back in a week or
shortly after .

We appreciate the fact that you wish to know all
the circumstances before you make a definite decision on this
matter . We are trying to run an educational and not a polit
ical institution here . It seems a little difficult at the
present time to adhere strictly to this policy . But we in
tend to do so , and if I read your letter correctly , you intend
to help us .

You will understand that it is not my responsibility
to reply fully to the point raised in your letter , but I am
sure you will hear from the Board of Trustees in due time .
Your letter will be turned over to them today . In the mean
time , as I suggested in a note to Mr. Zalles last week , will
you please reserve judgment until you know the full particul
ars of this case ? o aquet
MEB : hs

Yours sincerely

Margaret E. Bateman
Assistant Director

cau



Telephone DEArborn 0684

HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL of SOCIAL SCIENCE
Chartered by the University of the State of New York

myder

CHICAGO EXTENSION
600 GARRICK BUILDING , 64 WEST RANDOLPH STREET

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Masons:-Ihave bism looking
soIhave looked over yours withJohn and

Frank Clodorov controveray. Thatsort
down.

December 9, 1941

over correspondence inthe office and
theyour comments on

ofthingtends togetmeof

be adopted-or letus-or letus

folks who cannot
There always will try, probably, a quarrelwiththe

the picture ofget
institutions. The ultimate act

the School as an educational

whereby the adviceof Georgewill

say,passedupon,will is apoliticalact.
The anticipationof this, byimpatient people,makes themrswant

to do somethingpoliticsnow_then whichthan which nothing couldbas

more silly- especially whers attemptedbyfalls who have no

Concept further than "get the thingdone." Thepoliticalthing

Carmor be a wise thing until thepressime ofpublic opinion
as a matterof their

beings it aboutsforces thepoliticians

own success to act.
are ever pressing

Thesepalitically mindedfolks

orthe schaal to"do something, not meaningto conductclasses;
but to encourage "orgamzation,"to "contact and influence

other liberal groups going aur

thatis silly. Others think we stauldgo along with 7. D. Rim

hispolitics -orpolicy. Others thatare shouldtake sides in

way..Now,just behornus,

the waian issul now dead,ponise bus. Others,thatthe school

should be conducted as a glorified eingle tax club.
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of
hisa matter ofcaldfact,we couldhave a lot offundoing

these things, and developing a loto new bases forquarrelling

while we neglest the dutyof teaching the basis of our hopes.
It

may
by that 7. C. gets impatient and is not

always in a generaus mood, but folks who know him

know there is no malice ins hims; and ultimatelyhis aim is
to keep the school on the track. Itis his unwillingness

to let the Schoolbecome a hatbed ofagitation for various
some individuals- thatmakesreforms - or the erotchets

Jimm an abject of attack. You will abserves that theattuok

is not always honest -and whers honest is a reactionsfrom
dishonest attack except in vore eacts.

Idon't know whyIwrite all this-you haverstraubles

of your awors; but Iwanted to have an excuse for theenclosures

herewith. Phat of hown Hamilton is an exposure of a trick
stuff is affixed_ willjust becauseown stuff

will out.
by Bernstein. My
I'wrate is-vanity

to

loten

I trust thatyou evon willbecome acclimated

the new England intellect and environs. It has its

history. you come homefor
Christmas, if your falk'sclaims permit,itwouldbe a
pleasure to visit a bit. Iams

vistures as soill as
avisl

CordiallyJhonyPistemen
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.-William Griffin,
editor of the weekly New York Enquirer, has
disappeared.

American bombers of the Flying Fortress
type raided Japanese airfields at Kuala Lum
pur and Kuantan in Malaya . Poor visibility
made it impossible to estimate the damage.
We lost no planes . Jap fighter planes inter

down, one of ours lost.

Agents of the Grand Jury investigating cepted four of our bombers on the way toAgents of the Grand Jury investigating attack Japanese shipping at Balikpapan,Nazi propaganda have been trying to serve Borneo . Nine Japanese planes were shota subpena , but have
been unable to find
any trace of him.
William Power Ma
loney , Assistant At
torney General, ex
pressed concern last
night about the safe
ty of the editor, who,
he said, is "badly
wanted ."

Vm . Griffin
On two previous

occasions men have
disappeared while
under investigation by the same Grand Jury.
A volunteer witness was assassinated in
Colombia last July as he was about to leave
for Washington to testify against German
agents who ran the Transocean, a Nazi pressservice.

1 asked Eugene
New York rep- posted $5000 bond .

details of the

Ralph Townsend, a writer for Scribner's
Commentator, also disappeared before he
was indicted along with four others for dis
seminating Japanese propaganda without
registering as a Japanese agent. Townsend
turned up yesterday in Milwaukee and

During the 1940 Republican Convention
the Enquirer printed a special edition sup
porting Rep . Hamilton Fish of New York
for President . Prescott Dennett, secretary ofthe Islands for War Debts Committee , who
has figured in the Grand Jury investigation
as an associate of George Sylvester Viereck,
the German propagandist, signed the En
quirer's article on Fish.

In district court yesterday Viereck's trial
on charges of concealing his activities on
behalf of the Nazis was set for Feb. 16, in
Washington .

Laura Ingalls , the American flier, who is
under indictment for failing to register as a
German agent, will go on trial here next
Monday. At the time Miss Ingalls was sup
posedly collecting a salary as a propaganda
agent for the German Embassy, she was a
featured speaker for the America First Committee .Sub

revealed last
n freighter FDR and Britain Took
submarine

on the Griffin's Sunday Punch
"oss the

ent to The Sunday punches of William Griffin's
New York Enquirer have often been thrown
at Roosevelt and England .

13
U.S. War

Communiques
The War Department's Communique No.

89, as of 4 p.m. Monday, said:

Griffin ran a half-page ad in the New
York Times on Christmas Day, 1940 , re
printing an Enquirer blast at "the policy of
having America finance and fight Britain's
var.

In October of the same year he wrote an
uirer editorial calling the Roosevelt
inistration "as treacherous and sordid a

ever cursed nation ."any
nquirer used to print full texts of

speeches and urged a march on
to curb the "cohorts of inter
A year ago Griffin was writing

lic has nothing to fear from
ks," and as late as last

the "U. S. Government
19ers.

Complete war news , Pages 14-18; war
maps, Pages 15-17.

Avoid Farm
Price Conflict
Secretary of Agriculture Wickard and

Price Administrator Henderson have issued
a joint statement saying they are in "com
plete agreement" as to the objectives of thenew Price Control Law.

derson's farm price ceilings , had been criti
Wickard, who has veto power over Hen

cized by the Congressional farm bloc for
testifying last week that the Government
did not intend to let farm prices go much
higher.

The Wickard -Henderson statement said

they were determined to keep farm prices
fair to the consumer by taking "every pos
sible step to insure abundant supplies for
all," including the release of Government
owned stocks of grains and cotton.

WLB May Mediate
Sunday Pay Dispute

PM's Bureau

WASHINGTON , Feb.Feb. 3.-The War
Labor Board is expected to mediate the dis
pute over double-time for Sunday work in
Detroit plants.

R. J. Thomas, president of the CIO
United Auto Workers union , probably will
raise the point when the full WLB meets
today.

Reports from Detroit indicated that both
union and General Motors officials will wel
come WLB intervention ; in fact, the UAW

UAW spokesman said today:
proposed this step several weeks ago. A

"The issue is being inflated anyway.
Right now the problem is providing jobs
for men any day in the week. We're ready
to work now , mediate Sunday pay later."

Navy Training at Stanford and ND
Stanford and Notre Dame are two of the

four universities selected by the Navy as
centers for its new aviation training program,
United Press reports . College facilities will
also be leased in New York and Georgia,
but the colleges have not been announced.

War Time
WASHINGTON , Feb. 3.-FDR suggested

yesterday that the term War Time be used
when the Nation's clocks are advanced one

hour on Feb. 9 instead of the usual Day
light Saving Time.

Loan to China
FDR yesterday asked Congress to lend

China $500,000,000 in addition to the lend
lease aid that country is getting from the
U. S. A.
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George School

Probe Begins

Behind that action, an automatic pro
ćedure when a complaint is made against a
tax-exempt property, is a bitter controversy
involving charges by former teachers and
students that the school has been dissemi
nating antidemocratic and pro-appeasement
propaganda.

Formal complaint to the Tax Commis

sion and the University of the State of New
York was made by Michael J. Bernstein , a
former volunteer teacher at the school . It is

Teacher Files Charges Based legal restriction on free trade.

On Publication's Statements
By LUTHER CONANT, JR.

The Henry George School of Social Sci
ence, 30 E. 29th St. , was removed yester
day from the tax-exempt list and placed on
the tax rolls.

his contention that the school has forfeited
its charter rights.

The school is now under investigation by
the University, which issues the charters for
educational institutions . Final action by the
Tax Commission depends on the Univer
sity's findings and appeal by the school.

As part of the movement by Bernstein
and a group of his associates , leaflets em
bodying the propaganda charges were dis
tributed to students entering the school last
night.

trustees of the school.

The magazine receives grants from the
school.

Officials of the school now claim, how
ever, that The Freeman is not the official
organ .

This was the pre-war line of The Free
man :

On Democracy

PM , TUESDAY , FEBRUARY 3 , 1942

into this undertaking (invasion of the Dutch .

East Indies ) by their inability to do busi
ness with moralistic Uncle Sam."

•

It is significant to point out that while
free trade was thus upheld with reference
to the Axis countries, The Freeman did not
call for revision of the Neutrality Act, a

In other words , you can and should do
business with Hitler.

The Freeman argued violently against the
draft. Equally violently it attacked the New
Deal as composed of "economic illiterates."

On an Axis Victory
"But the point I am especially emphasiz

ing here is that, in the particular matter of
free trade, there is at least a possibility that
totalitarian policy will operate to extend it,
and even to force it upon foolishly reluctant
democracies to the very considerable benefit
of their people ." ( Henry Gunnison Brown,

associate editor ) .

Meanwhile, Frank Chodorov , the director
of the school and editor of the Georgist The
Freeman , has been removed from both of- of an independent columnist,
fices by the trustees . Officials of the school
deny, however, that the change represents
a repudiation of Chodorov's basic policies .
Here is the background of the charges.

The Freeman, according to one of its
publicity circulars , is the official organ"
of the Henry George School.

The directors of the magazine are all

During the period from which these typ
ical excerpts were selected , Chodorov was

both editor of the paper and director of the
school. During the two pre-war years , he
contributed to Scribner's Commentator.

Douglas M. Stewart , co -publisher of the
Commentator, is a graduate of the Henry
George School and a friend of Lancaster M.

Greene , a trustee of the school and a direc
tor of The Freeman .

Thursday, Greene had this to say regard
ing the change of administration:

He denied that the charge was a repudia
tion of Chodorov's policies.

"We do not read into them the narrow
inferences made by others,” he said.

He added that Chodorov would continue
to receive grants to allow him to continue
writing and that he had been invited to
contribute to The Freeman in the status

A somewhat different complexion was put
in the change by Paul Peach, formerly assist
ant editor and now editor of The Freeman.

Miss Margaret Bateman , the new director
who was assistant director the past year ,
said she did not wish to criticize Chodorov

"Democracy is done. . . . Our 150 years and that she had never known him to devi
under the democratic formula has been at- ate from the principles of Henry George in
tended with constant internal strife , recur- his conduct of the school.
ring periods of industrial depression , increas

ing unemployment and misery, and a 26 1/2 Billion Navyspasmodically interrupted succession of those
complete breakdowns of civilized existence Bill Passes in Senatewars.

On Relations With the Nazis
"We must buy from all the world, includ

ing Germany and her slave states, all the
things which they make better or cheaperthan we can make them . If we permit
emotionalism to shape our trade policy and
proceed sanctimoniously to whip Germany

by refusing to do business
with them , we shall drive them into the
chaos of Communism ."

into line

NEWS FR
FOR OFFICIAL
WORLD BATTL

Jaos Dri
Singa

Japanese planes yesterday raided th
islands of Bangka and Billiton off
of Sumatra, attempting to block the 1

approach to besieged Singapore.

Danger
Bangka and Billitor

He said Chodorov had a "penchant for un- and Borneo, which ar
fortunate statements" and that the new poli- the 120-mile stretch of

and Billiton is so dang
that mariners avoid it.

.
cy of the paper would represent a “radical
break from Chodorov's use of injudicious
phrases." between Billiton and B

and Sumatra.

The measure goes back to the House for
concurrence in Senate amendments.

Dutch sources already have ackno
the fall of Pontianak, on Borneo’s w
and if the Japanese can seize the
tran islands they will be able

Singapore . With the seizure of P
they now have a base between
and Java. Their occupation of Mal
tively seals the passage to Singa
the Indian Ocean .

Bangka, larger of
Peach argued that the school and paper

had never been pro -Axis , that it opposed
any trend toward collectivism as incom- population of 205,363 a
patible with the philosophy of Henry
George, and that misunderstanding arose
over different connotations of words.

miles. It is

Batavia, capital of
Java. It is 250 miles
on the west coast o
Japanese have just

Supreme Court Decisions
The Supreme Court yesterday ruled :

Unanimously that the Federal Gov
ment had the power to regulate the
of milk marketed solely within

The British radio , noting
always precede Japanese
said an attempt to land f
and Billiton was expect

Gov. van Starkenborg
NEI, announcing the
warned in a broadca.

On Relations With Japan
"Now we are told that we cannot do

business with Japan.. . But of one thing
we can be certain : that this political inter- ¶By a 5 to 2 vote that the Stat
ference with trade will cause American un- York infringed on the treaty-mak
employment, raise American prices , increase of the Federal Government wi
American taxes , make for less American over the assets of the defunct
satisfactions. The Japanese may be forced Insurance Co.

"The Japanese
pelago and pressingour

"I amThe Senate yesterday heard a report by

trying to fight a two-ocean war with a one- between
Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox that we're tions of

ocean navy, and quickly passed a $26,495,- the whol
264,474 appropriation which provides for :

123,354 naval planes this year.
Refu

Islan
1382 combatant vessels and scores of aux- that

iliary ships.

Planes for
Premier John

after a War Cab
was going to
the manuf
more combat

Curtin

?



Land and Freedom,
150 Nassau Street,
New York, N. Y.

V

To the Editors of Land and Freedom :

I am enclosing an article in criticism of the editorial policy of the
Freeman . It doesn't do any good to write to them because our Leader
allows no dissidence in our movement , he being the final arbiter and
interpreter of Georgeism . I do not believe that we should handle him
too carefully as he exceeded the bounds of common decency in aligning
himself and our movement with the Fascist elements in this country.

Thank you

I hope you will consider the article worthy of printing, or will at least
take it and re-write it more emphatically. Some such criticism , however,
should be made at once , and publicly. Quite a few of our people here at
the Boston School , including Reginald Zalles , have read the paper and
their encouragement has prompted me to send this article to you.

favor.for your

October 11, 1941.

Sincerely yours,
ARAM BASHIAN .

The leading editorial in the October Freeman ends by asking rhetori

cally "Mr. President-why start shooting- before you have tried the
scheme of crushing Hitler by undermining his support?" The plan to
crush Hitler suggested in the editorial preceding this final questioning, is

really the pay-off in the series of editorials that rank our school paper, the
Freeman, with all the propaganda sheets such as , the Daily Worker, the
Call, or Social Justice. It would seem that these papers and their editors

me no other allegiance to America than an irresponsible freedom to
spread their Messages . It is in times of strain and difficulty that friend

ships are tried and proven. We should be recognized now as being among
the truest lovers of Americanism in the land . Our opinions and advice

should be respectfully asked and listened to , and this means that our
opinions and advice should be given respectfully.

The fact is, however, that our Freeman takes its place with the lunatic

and un-American fringe of papers and adds to their sneers and snarls that
this is "an imperialistic war." Of course , it is imperialistic . Every war

we have ever studied has been imperialistic . Wasn't the threatened battle

at Runnymede imperialistic? Wasn't our Revolution imperialistic?
Would the Freeman have remained detached from those wars?



Interwoven with the imperialism of Germany is the philosophy of
feudalism in which the individual's relations to society were governed by
status and dogma. Interwoven with the imperialism of England are the
new philosophies of Western civilization in which the individual's rela

tions to society are governed by individual contract. The imperialisms
and the philosophies cannot be separated . If you kill one , you auto
matically kill the other. When Philip of Macedon finally smashed
Greece, not only was the imperialism of Athens destroyed, but also the
democracy of Greece. We are engaged in a long and historic revolution
against the forces of feudalism . The socialists and the Franco allies are
part of the counter-revolution. They each wish again, in their own way,
a civilization of status .

The editors of the Freeman have their eyes glued so closely to the
microscope of their academic life that they have lost sight of our long
underlying and historic struggle for justice. When they do perceive this
struggle, they become discouraged, bitter, and vituperative. They remind
me of Marx, who fled from the dynastic atmosphere of Germany and wrote
in an English library for forty years whatever he pleased, unmolested and
protected under English law, read everything that was available in the
whole known world of print, and saw nothing but evil around him.

Imagine what will be the attitude of the rest of the country toward
Georgeism at the end of this war. If we lose the war, the Fascists, who
will surely be in control, will stamp us out at once.

If we win the war, Georgeists will not have earned any right to sit
at the peace table to take part in the negotiations. In the meantime, as
the war pressure mounts, we will be looked at as Bundists or Fronters.
Our classes will fall off, and we will be debarred from the schools and
libraries where we now hold our classes.

My brother and I went to an auction once, and became separated
in the crowd. It so happened that he had the cash with him, but I started
to bid on a machine which we needed for our shop . After four or five

bids, we found out that we were bidding against each other. The Free
man's editors are doing to Mr. Roosevelt what I , in my ignorance, did to
my brother. They will, in the end, merely have helped the Fascists in
this country force Mr. Roosevelt to pay a higher price for victory.

No one condemns the short comings of our democracy any more
than I do. They are a shame and a disgrace to our heritage . Our stupidity
in not recognizing the principles involved in the Spanish war was appall
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ing. Our protectionist policy, as exemplified at the Washington Confer
ence in 1922 and culminating in our sabotage of the London Economic
Conference in 1933, surely strengthened Fascism here and abroad. But,
our criticisms should be of the friendly and sympathetic kind so as to be
constructive. The sarcastic and persistent criticisms of the Freeman will
rouse the indignation of hopeful and believing men against us. The rest
will be left confused and bewildered, prey to the propaganda of the
Fascists.

I don't expect any immediate change for the good when we win
the war.

In the end we will only get the kind of government we deserve.
"Justice," says Louis Wallis, "comes not abruptly. Its dawn is gradual
and we are yet living in its morning hour. " We Georgeists are part of
the long revolutionary struggle for Freedom. We are continuing the
Abolition Movement which freed man politically, to free men eco
nomically. We are a radical movement and should be in the forefront
of this revolution . "The world is a stage, " as Shakespeare wrote, but
we do not have the imagination to dramatize our time and place in the
long expanse of history. All of us have thrilled at the famed Philippics
of Demosthenes. We have pitied the Greeks of that day for not uniting
and defeating Philip of Macedon . Their duty, with our present historical
perspective, seemed clear. Yet, our own duty, the Freeman attempts
to determine by using a microscope in some intellectual tower. Surely
the democracy of our day is as much worth defending against Fascism

as was the democracy of Greece. The objections and obstructions that
the Freeman makes to the intelligent preservation of our democracy were
the kind that defeated the efforts of Demosthenes. The task of the
Freeman's editors is to present , not only the microscopic details of specific

problems, but to thrill those who have been through our courses with a
panoramic view of the struggle for justice , and the part that they can

and must play in the struggle. There can be no detachment from, or
neutrality in this struggle. There are no Georgeists in Spain today, and

the few there were in Central Europe must have been wiped out by this
time.

We must not demand perfection in an imperfect world . All that
we can hope for is that the Fascists will not win here or abroad, and that

we can continue to teach and to discuss our philosophy of life as we are

privileged to do today.

On page 2 of the September 15th issue of Social Justice, a mother,

supposedly writing to her drafted son in the Army, says , "Get all the

training you can without cost. It will help you when Roosevelt brings

about the revolution , and we have to start building America all over again."



Mr. Roosevelt is not bringing about the revolution this mother men
tions to her son. Mr. Roosevelt is part of the long, long revolution
against feudalism ; and the revolution this mother mentions is the counter

revolution against which George fought and gave his life.

Now, if Georgeism were part of a science, such as chemistry, or
metallurgy, it might be that we could remain impersonal and completely
detached from the struggle around us. An accountant or a bookkeeper
can be detached from the heat of the economic struggle . But we are not
mere bookkeepers or economists, we are social reformers , and are deeply
and irrevocably concerned with the social struggle.

George, long ago, outlined for us our purpose. It was completely
involved in the morals of the social problems facing us . He knew that
the struggle would be long and hard and that we would need allies to
aid us , and should ally ourselves with other groups if they were going
our way. The present editorial Fellow Travelers of the Freeman are not
the sort George would have chosen.

Our whole argument against authoritarianism, and our whole argu
ment for Georgeism is summed up in the words of the great Catholic
historian, Lord Acton, "Power corrupts-absolute power, absolutely."
The power vested in the dynastic imperialism of Rome corrupted that
civilization , and it disintegrated as other civilizations had before it.
Power later became vested in the dynasties of feudalism . Under these
economies, the individual had no more rights than a horse or a cow. It
was against this philosophy of life that St. Thomas Aquinas wrote. In
the long struggle to free the individual from his feudal status and give
him his freedom , no Georgeist can remain detached. "The only com
plete detachment is of the dead ," said Lord Acton . I have been told by
defeatists that Georgeism in England was dead ; that when the war started,
they gave up their principles and became imperialist war-mongers.

don't believe so. The Land party in England is devoting all its energies
to the immediate task at hand , namely to win the war. They are very
much alive and are being refined and revivified by the trials of the war.

At the peace tables after the war, they will be listened to with respect.

The collectivism to which the British people are submitting will not
be permanent. Neither they nor the American people can be collectivized

at this late_date.. I am not worrying about England , or that English
Georgeism is dead. I am only hoping that the complete detachment of
the Freeman from the social problems facing us doesn't signify that
American Georgeism is dead.

ARAM BASHIAN
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George School
Probe Begins

Teacher Files Charges Based
On Publication's Statements

By LUTHER CONANT, Jn.
The Henry George School of Social Sci

ence, 30 E. 29th St. , was removed yester
day from the tax-exempt list and placed on
the tax rolls.

Behind that action , an automatic pro
cedure when a complaint is made against a
tax-exempt property, is a bitter controversy
involving charges by former teachers and
students that the school has been dissemi
nating antidemocratic and pro-appeasement
propaganda.

Formal complaint to the Tax Commis
sion and the University of the State of New
York was made by Michael J. Bernstein, a
former volunteer teacher at the school . It is
his contention that the school has forfeited
its charter rights.

The school is now under investigation by
the University , which issues the charters for
educational institutions . Final action by the
Tax Commission depends on the Univer
sity's findings and appeal by the school.

As part of the movement by Bernstein
and a group of his associates , leaflets em
bodying the propaganda charges were dis
tributed to students entering the school last
night.

Meanwhile, Frank Chodorov, the director
of the school and editor of the Georgist The
Freeman , has been removed from both of
fices by the trustees . Officials of the school
deny, however, that the change represents
a repudiation of Chodorov's basic policies .
IIere is the background of the charges.

¶The Freeman, according to one of its
publicity circulars, is the official organ"
of the Henry George School.

The directors of the magazine are all
trustees of the school.

The magazine receives grants from the
school.

organ .
This was the pre-war line of The Free

man :

On Democracy
"Democracy is done. . . . Our 150 years

under the democratic formula has been at
tended with constant internal strife , recur
ring periods of industrial depression , increas
ing unemployment and misery, and a
spasmodically interrupted succession of those
complete breakdowns of civilized existence
wars .

On Relations.With the Nazis
“We must buy from all the world, includ

ing Germany and her slave states, all the
things which they make better or cheaper
than we can make them . If we permit
emotionalism to shape our trade policy and
proceed sanctimoniously to whip Germany
into line by refusing to do business
with them, we shall drive them into the
chaos of Communism .”

•

b. Ici

PM , TUESDAY , FEP

In other words , you can and should do
business with Hitler.

into this undertaking (invasion of the Dutch
East Indies ) by their inability to do busi
ness with moralistic Uncle Sam ."

It is significant to point out that while
free trade was thus upheld with reference
to the Axis countries , The Freeman did not
call for revision of the Neutrality Act, a
legal restriction on free trade.

The Freeman argued violently against the
draft . Equally violently it attacked the New
Deal as composed of "economic illiterates ."

On an Axis Victory
“But the point I am especially emphasiz

ing here is that, in the particular matter of
free trade, there is at least a possibility that
totalitarian policy will operate to extend it,
and even to force it upon foolishly reluctant
democracies to the very considerable benefit
of their people ." ( Henry Gunnison Brown,
associate editor ) .

During the period from which these typ
ical excerpts were selected, Chodorov was
both editor of the paper and director of the
school. During the two pre-war years , he
contributed to Scribner's Commentator.

Douglas M. Stewart, co-publisher of the
Commentator, is a graduate of the Henry
George School and a friend of Lancaster M.

Greene, a trustee of the school and a direc
tor of The Freeman .

Thursday, Greene had this to say regard
ing the change of administration :

He denied that the charge was a repudia
tion of Chodorov's policies.

"We do not read into them the narrow
inferences made by others , ” he said.

He added that Chodorov would continue
to receive grants to allow him to continue
writing and that he had been invited to
contribute to The Freeman in the status
of an independent columnist.

A somewhat different complexion was put
in the change by Paul Peach , formerly assist
ant editor and now editor of The Freeman.

He said Chodorov had a "penchant for un

cy of the paper would represent a "radical
fortunate statements" and that the new poli

break from Chodorov's use of injudicious
phrases."

Bangk
Peach argued that the school and paper

had never been pro-Axis , that it opposed
Officials of the school now claim , how- any trend toward collectivism as incom- populati

ever, that The Freeman is not the official patible with the philosophy of Henry square i
George, and that misunderstanding arose Batavia,
over different connotations of words. Java. It

on the
Japanese

Miss Margaret Bateman , the new director
who was assistant director the past year,
said she did not wish to criticize Chodorov

and that she had never known him to devi
ate from the principles of Henry George in
his conduct of the school.

26 1/2 Billion Navy
Bill Passes in Senate
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"IThe Senate yesterday heard a report by

Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox that we're tions
trying to fight a two-ocean war with a one- betwe
ocean navy, and quickly passed a $26,495,- the wh
264,474 appropriation which provides for : Refu

23,354 naval planes this year.
¶382 combatant vessels and scores of aux

iliary ships.
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Supreme Court Decisions Dest
On Relations With Japan The

The Supreme Court yesterday ruled :
Unanimously that the Federal Govern

"Now we are told that we cannot do ment had the power to regulate the price Azores,
business with Japan. But of one thing of milk marketed solely within one state . unspecif
we can be certain : that this political inter- By a 5 to 2 vote that the State of New Pico Isl
ference with trade will cause American un- York infringed on the treaty-making powers survivor
employment, raise American prices, increase of the Federal Government when it took had
American taxes , make for less American over the assets of the defunct First Russian the
satisfactions.....The Japanese may be forced Insurance Co. guese
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Grand Jury
Hunts Griffin

No Trace of N. Y. 'Enquirer'
ditor Wanted in Nazi Probe

PM's Bureau

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.-William Griffin ,

orof the weekly New York Enquirer , has
•ppeared .

d Wm. Griffin
On two previous

occasions men have
disappeared while
under investigation by the same Grand Jury.

yrence A volunteer witness was assassinated in
Colombia last July as he was about to leave

oyment for Washington to testify against Germanation of
agents who ran the Transocean, a Nazi press

resident

service.

st

Agents of the Grand Jury investigating
azi propaganda have been trying to serve
subpena , but have

been unable to find
any trace of him .

William Power Ma
loney, Assistant At
torney General, ex
pressed concern last
night about the safe
ty of the editor, who,
he said, is "badly
wanted."

bitt, a

rs after
Ralph Townsend, a writer for Scribner's

fired- Commentator , also disappeared before he
was indicted along with four others for dis

nspector seminating Japanese propaganda without
klyn. registering as a Japanese agent. Townsend
Eugene turned up yesterday in Milwaukee and

ork rep- posted $5000 bond.
3 of the

ge
14

During the 1940 Republican Convention
the Enquirer printed a special edition sup

ut there porting Rep . Hamilton Fish of New York
ification," for President . Prescott Dennett, secretary of

the Islands for War Debts Committee , who

ed has figured in the Grand Jury investigation
as an associate of George Sylvester Viereck,

the German propagandist, signed the En
rs quirer's article on Fish .

In district court yesterday Viereck's trial
hip- on charges of concealing his activities on
heir behalf of the Nazis was set for Feb. 16, in
lea Washington.
M. Laura Ingalls, the American flier, who is

oard under indictment for failing to register as a
the German agent, will go on trial here next
of Monday. At the time Miss Ingalls was sup

axy posedly collecting a salary as a propaganda
agent for the German Embassy , she was a
featured speaker for the America First Com
mittee .

13
U.S. War

Communiques
The War Department's Communique No.

89, as of 4 p.m. Monday, said :

American bombers of the Flying Fortress
type raided Japanese airfields at Kuala Lum
pur and Kuantan in Malaya . Poor visibility
made it impossible to estimate the damage.
We lost no planes . Jap fighter planes inter

attack Japanese shipping at Balikpapan,

cepted four of our bombers on the way to

Borneo . Nine Japanese planes were shot
down , one of ours lost.

Complete war news , Pages , 14-18; war
maps, Pages 15-17.

18
20
21 In October of the same year he wrote an

Enquirer editorial calling the Roosevelt
22 Administration "as treacherous and sordid a
22 lot as ever cursed any nation."
23

Avoid Farm
Price Conflict
Secretary of Agriculture Wickard and

Price Administrator Henderson have issued
a joint statement saying they are in "com
plete agreement" as to the objectives of the
new Price Control Law .

Wickard, who has veto power over Hen
derson's farm price ceilings, had been criti
cized by the Congressional farm bloc for
testifying last week that the Government
did not intend to let farm prices go much
higher.

The Wickard -Henderson statement said

they were determined to keep farm prices
fair to the consumer by taking "every pos
sible step to insure abundant supplies for
all," including the release of Government
owned stocks of grains and cotton.

WLB May Mediate
Sunday Pay Dispute

PM's Bureau

WASHINGTON , Feb. 3.-The War
Labor Board is expected to mediate the dis
pute over double-time for Sunday work in
Detroit plants.

R. J. Thomas , president of the CIO
United Auto Workers union , probably will
raise the point when the full WLB meets
today .

N

Reports from Detroit indicated that both
union and General Motors officials will wel
come WLB intervention ; in fact , the UAW
proposed this step several weeks ago. A
UAW spokesman said today:

"The issue is being inflated anyway.
Right now the problem is providing jobs
for men any day in the week. We're ready
to work now, mediate Sunday pay later."

FDR and Britain Took

Griffin's Sunday Punch
The Sunday punches of William Griffin's

New York Enquirer have often been thrown
at Roosevelt and England.

Navy Training at Stanford and ND¨
Stanford and Notre Dame are two of the

four universities selected by the Navy as

Griffin ran a half-page ad in the New centers for its new aviation training program,

York Times on Christmas Day, 1940 , re- United Press reports. College facilities will

printing an Enquirer blast at "the policy of also be leased in New York and Georgia,

having America finance and fight Britain's but the colleges have not been announced.
»war. War Time

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.-FDR suggested
yesterday that the term War Time be used
when the Nation's clocks are advanced one

hour on Feb. 9 instead of the usual Day
light Saving Time.

Loan to China

The Enquirer used to print full texts of
4 isolationist speeches and urged a march on
5 Washington to curb the "cohorts of inter
¹6 nationalism." A year ago Griffin was writing
7 that “this republic has nothing to fear from
9 old-world attacks," and as late as last China $500,000,000 in addition to the lend

31 August referred to the "U. S. Government lease aid that country is getting from the
and its Allied war inciters.*

FDR yesterday asked Congress to lend

U. S. A.

}



ROBERT SCHALKENBACH FOUNDATION
To Promote the Economics of Henry George

32 East 29th Street , New York
MUnay Hill 5-6459

Mrs. M.P. Gaffney
525 Ash Street
Winnetka , Illinois
Dear Mrs. Gaffney :

During the Christmas season you placed an
order with us for several books including a copy
of "The Life of Henry George " by his son. We did
not have the latter book to send you , and I re
gret to find that no letter of explanation was
written to you . We were extremely busy the week
before Christmas . " The Life of Henry George " will
be reprinted very shortly , but I cannot at this
moment promise exactly when it will be ready .
Would you like us to return your $1.00 to you , or
would like to have us send you another book .

January 6 , 1942

In 1939 , Albert I. Nock wrote an "Essay
on Henry George " which is biographical in character
and which I would suggest as a substitute for the
more detailed biography in which Henry George , Jr.
chronicled his father's life . Mr. Nock's book is
described in the enclosed leaflet . A postcard is
also enclosed so that you may tell us your wishes.

VGP :
Enclosures.

Sincerely yours ,

V.G.Peterom
Executive Secretary

S he

L

I
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DIMITRI MITROPOULOS

Photographs of the soloists
appearing with the orches
tra are to be found on fol

lowing pages.

Conductor

First week . June 30 , July 2, 4, 5

Following his brilliant success in his native
Greece, Mr. Mitropoulos now conducts the
Minneapolis Symphony. The opening week
marks his first appearance at Ravinia.

PIERRE MONTEUX
Conductor

Sixth week . August 4, 6, 8, 9
Mr. Monteux is recognized as the most famous
of contemporary French conductors. For the
past six years permanent conductor of the San
Francisco Symphony , he returns to Ravinia to
take up the baton for the final orchestral week.

Guest Conductors at Ravinia
Season 1942

GEORGE SZELL

A

Conductor
Second and third weeks.

July 7, 9, 11 , 12 , 14 , 16 , 18 , 19
Mr. Szell has starred his distinguished career
with numerous engagements throughout Eu

rope. He returns for two weeks, following the
enthusiastic reception accorded him last year.

EUGENE ORMANDY
Conductor

Fourth week . July 21 , 23 , 25 , 26

RAVINIA FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION

As conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra,

formerly of the New York Philharmonic and
Minneapolis Symphony, Mr. Ormandy is one
of the leading conductors of the country. He
returns for his third appearance.

ARTUR RODZINSKI
Conductor

Fifth week. July 28 , 30 , August 1 , 2
Famed conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra,

Mr. Rodzinski has scored triumphs all over the
country. He has been actively engaged in
summer music , and has conducted at three past
Ravinia festivals.

1

Enjoy the music of com
posers whose works are of
eternal worth in a wood
land setting ofunparalleled

beauty.

}
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he Unorecictae Mr. Nock's
"HENRY GEORGE"

Poverty stalked him throughout his
life. Deprived of even the limited
educational facilities that stuffy Phil
adelphia of the early nineteenth
century could have afforded him ,

George was early confronted with
the problem of "getting on in the
world." At sixteen , the eldest son

Surely the worth of a book must
to an important degree be measured
by its ability to hold the reader's at
tention . By such a minimum stand
ard, Mr. Nock's "critical essay" on
Henry George is pre-eminently a
good book . I started reading my
advance copy one night at nine , and
could not get myself to bed until I
had finished it five hours later. A
newspaper man to whom I loaned
the book picked it up at four in the
morning, when he left his job , and
lost a good part of his day's pre
cious sleep because he could not lay
it down .

My first reaction was to indite a
panegyric to tell in fulsome phrases
the many reasons why every Georg
ist thisshould-nay, must- read
book. Indeed, apart from one's opin
ion of Mr. Nock's point of view,
aside from its sheer literary bril
liance , here is a long-delayed critical
study of Henry George , the man , the
philosopher, the propagandist. Here
is a sympathetic , though analytical
evaluation of the environment that
shaped his course through life. Here
is a portrait of Henry George that
we have not had before a portrait
painted with understanding and ap
preciation, but free from the con
ventionalized deification with which
"followers" are wont to bedaub him .

For Mr. Nock gives us George as a
man, and therefore does not omit the
frailties to which all men are heir.

Moreover, at least a plausible an
swer to the ever-recurring question
"why is Henry George so little known
or understood in his own country ?" is
offered in this book. It is not a
simple answer. It goes deep into the
roots of things. Not only was
George's philosophic trend moulded
by his environment, but the course
of his career was similarly charted,
and it is in this course that Mr.
Nock finds the answer to the enigma
of the "Forgotten Man of Anglo
American Civilization."

George was a depression baby.

ALBERT JAY NOCK

of an indigent family of ten, he went
to sea as foremast-boy. On his re
turn he started learning his trade of
printer, at two dollars a week. At
eighteen , out of a job, as frequently
happened during his life , he turned
again to the sea , shipping as a store
keeper for a five months' trip to
California. In 1858 the prosperity
years of the gold rush vanished ; the
depression of 1857 had set in. From
then on followed in rapid succession
periods of employment and unen
ployment, the latter prevailing . That
George retained through all . these
privations (shared by a wife and
children ) any philosophic instinct is
little short of miraculous. But the
bitterness of these years undoubted
ly aroused in his sympathetic soul the
urge to reform , and inclined him to
ward the art of propaganda rather

than the reflective science of philos
ophy which seems to have been his
natural bent.

The career of journalism into
which printing led, inclined him to
exaggerate the importance of events
and of personalities , to the detriment
of his philosophic instinct . The edi
torial office is prone to lay great
stress on "movements," politics and
politicians. To the reporter the
things that are being done now loom
much larger than tendencies which
know no time limitation, and move
ment rather than ideas is of prime
importance. In this environment
George developed his polemic proc
livities , his ardor for organizing , his
urge for political action, none of
which, Mr. Nock intimates , were in
herent in the man , or conducive to
the ultimate acceptance of his ideas.

As he puts it :

"The predominance of the philoso
phical instinct effected itself gradual
ly, and against all the force of wind
and tide . The instinct abdicated at
intervals throughout his life , it never
scored a complete and lasting tri
umph , but when one sees what its
power and persistence was and con
siders the crushing forces which were
massed against it , one's emotion falls
but short of reverent wonder."

Up to the time of "Progress and
Poverty" Mr. Nock's analysis of
George's development seems incon
trovertible. And it is quite likely
that the subsequent events , particu
larly the political phase of George's
career, inevitably follow from the
forces set to work in this early en
vironment. I am inclined to agree
that by his entrance into the political
arena the "temperament of the re
former" overshadowed " the intellect
of the philosopher," and to the detri
ment of a wider acceptance of the
philosophy. George himself seems to
have been reluctant to enter politics ,

apparently realizing that he had a
greater mission than "throwing the
rascals out." That the bitterness of



political struggle resulted in stamp
ing George as a nostrum-pedlar, that
he was almost completely misunder
stood, that his philosophy became
submerged in the personal recrimina
tions and misrepresentations involved
in politics , that he fell heir to a "lu
natic fringe" of followers , who bes
mirched his philosophy by their mere
attachment to his cause- all this is
true. But, whether this accounts for
the almost complete pall that fell
over his teachings immediately fol
lowing his death is quite another mat
ter one which probably never will
be quite decided.

As Mr. Nock points out, the early
part of the century was characterized
socially by "movements " of all breeds
each seeking to reform the world by
some politically-maneuvered nostrum .
Politics was the thing. Whether
George could have kept out of pol
itics- because of this temper of the
times, to say nothing of his nature
is questionable . Whether his philoso
phy- besmirched and misunderstood
as it was would, without politics,
have obtained such notice as it did
get (the impetus of which has lasted
to this day) , is another question that
will never be answered satisfactorily.

Yet, one cannot but agree with Mr.
Nock's observation that following
George's death his philosophy vir
tually passed out of public notice .

The only question is whether his po
litical and propagandist activities
had doomed his ideas to oblivion .

Certain it is that all his work along
these lines did not spread any last
ing knowledge of his philosophy on
a scale commensurate with its world
importance. Only a minority of his
professed followers really understood
him . And Mr. Nock rightfully takes
to task some of these followers who,

with an eye to expediency, subverted
the philosophy into either a fiscal re
form or an economic theory, robbing
it of the grandeur of a great moral
and social ideal. And if George's
methods of evangelizing, of organiz
ing, of seeking political action failed,
their efforts along these lines were
even more miserable failures .

The peroration of Mr. Nock's book
is perhaps the most interesting (and
will undoubtedly be the most contro
versial) part of it . The methods of
George, and of his disciples , says Mr.

¡

Nock, were based on the postulate
that the masses can be educated .

"If that postulate be sound, then
obviously George was right in his
choice of methods , and the results
might be expected to show , at least
measurably, that he was right. On
the other hand, if results are negative
or positively unfavorable, the postu
late is in doubt . There is no way of
judging save by the results of prac
tical experimentation , because the
postulate is purely conjectural.
It seems that henceforth any review
of George's career must take into ac
count the question whether the gen
eral incapacity for acceptance of his
philosophy, or of any philosophy , is
circumstantial and temporary, or
constitutional and permanent.

•

"Some vague instinctive sense of
this may perhaps even now be evi
dent in the attitude of George's dis

ciples of the second generation who
have abandoned the idea of prosely
tizing-at-large . Perhaps on the other
hand, they have merely made the
salutory observation that the world's
great philosophers never contem
plated a mass-acceptance of their
doctrines, but only their acceptance
by an elite."

Students of Henry George should
be thankful to Mr. Nock for having
given us this book . It is most read
able, informative, provocative . And
regardless of whether we agree or
disagree with his conclusions as to
the merit of the course Henry George
pursued, there is no doubt that in
this generation , and perhaps for sev
eral generations to come, there are
many who will accept it as a com
pass by which to chart their own
course.

FRANK CHODOROV

||||||||||||||||||| //////////////^||||||||||||||||||||||||| ///////////////////////////////////////////……………………………………………T

AT THE REQUEST OF THE
director of the Henry George School
of Social Science, William Morrow &

Company, publishers, have produced a
special paper covered edition of "Henry
George" by Albert Jay Nock, to retail
at One Dollar. The regular cloth cov
ered edition sells at $2.50 . The One
Dollar edition will not be offered by
bookstores, and can be secured only

through the
ROBERT SCHALKENBACH

FOUNDATION
32 East 29 Street , New York

-LL - B - TLS /T3/T4/TBOJAS//////////////////▬▬▬▬- |-------------------------------------------------------------|||-||-||||LABITCHUMMERTZIA
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Wedgwood's Speech Relayed
By 'Error in Judgment'

The BBC announced Wednesday
night that “a serious error in judg

RADIO ment" on Tuesday permitted Sir
Josiah Wedgwood's speech , which criticized
the British handling of Palestine, to reach
the U. S. A.

BY

PM,May 28,1942

Wedgwood had urged the U. S. A. to take
ver the mandate because "the British Ad

tion doesn't like Jews."
The BBC explained that the Home Secur

ity censor had passed the script, but that
neither the Foreign Office nor the Colonial
Office knew of its contents in advance, as

ey were supposed to.



called the Flying Bullet , car
two and a half tons of bombs, is
ered by two 1850-horsepower en

has a power-driven turret on top
the fuselage and a tail turret. It
de its first appearance in December

940 .

ina: Chinese defenders of Kinhwa in
the eastern coastal provinces of

ekiang have tricked 1500 Japanese into
and mine field in the outskirts of the city

blown them up.

Chungking said a second major thrust
gainst Kinhwa was broken 10 miles north.

west of the city, with 1300 Japanese killed
or wounded . Total Japanese casualties in the
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Dear Sirs ,

T
i

JOHN DEWEY

To The Trustees of the Henry George School

of Social Science :

lems .

630 DEY STREET

KEY WEST. FLORIDA

I have read with interest and approval the statement

of the principles underlying the educational work of the Henry

George School . They are educationally sound and in harmony with

the best practices in adult education . Experience has demonstra

ted that methods taken over from regular academic practices have

worked successfully in adult education only when the latter was

being used to supplement prior academic education or to prepare

students for further academic work . Except in a few cases where the

teachers had an inspiring personality , they failed , often misera

bly , in adult education projects to hold the interest and attention

of grown persons who need a more direct approach and one they can

connect with their own experiences and social interests and prob

March 7 42

Having visited the school , I am glad to add my hearty en

dorsement of the principles set forth by the Trustees , an expres

sion of my conviction that from the side of scholarly preparation

and knowledge , the School measures up to high academic standards .

The remarks of the previous paragraph apply only to the methods used

to get and hold the attention of students .

Respectfully yours ,

10hn Dewey
(Professor Emeritus , Columbia University)

I

I
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December 1 , 1941

Dear Fellow- Georgeist :

You know of our fight to democratize the set -up of the Henry George
School , and to right certain flagrant abuses that have long existed
there . In line with our belief in the democratic process , we be
lieve that the clear light of knowledge is necessary for right
judgment . Therefore , we present to you the case of Edwin Ross ,
whose motives in resigning are now being viciously distorted .

►

Mr. Ross has been a life- long Georgeist , one literally born into
the movement . Both of his parents knew Henry George personally

associated with George in his last mayoralty
Mr. Ross interest and faith in the School

and his fa ther was
campa ign in New York .
as the best mea ns of spreading Georgeism dates back to its found
ing by Oscar Geiger . Here is what Mr. Geiger said of Ed Ross (who
was one of his earliest students ) in a letter to Mrs. de Mille
written in 1931 : --

"Edwin Ross Jr. the son of Edwin Ross of Arden , Del . (who
was also there ) came up especially to make his talk ' and
left to get his train back immediately after . I wish you
had been there . He gave an outline of Henry George's life
and did it admirably , then he recited the entire chapter

The Central Truth ' from P & P and did it as only a polished
actor , that he is , could do .

B

"He told me this was his first talk on any phase of the
Single Tax question to any audience , and I could not help
saying to the meeting after he had gone that if the School
had never done anything else it deserved success for having
brought this young man out into the open .

" I am not through with him . We will impress him into the
service of our Ca use a nd I predict that he will be one
of our future leaders . He is a fine young fellow and makes
a pleasing and impressive appearance .

(Signed Oscar Geiger )

In January , 1940 , Frank Chodorov , the Director of the New York
School , with a great display of what seemed overwhelming enthusi
asm , a ppointed Ed Ross Assistant Director a t 30 East 29 th Street .
In February , 1941 , he was sent by the Director to Philadelphia
to take charge of the School there , and begin the necessary work
of building up a n extension which was , to say the least , badly
run-down . To the average reasona ble person this might seem a
mark of the highest confidence in his ability ; however , we shall
permit the material which follows to tell its own story .

While in Philadelphia he lea rned more of the nom-Georgeist
policies and methods of the School's present administration , and
finding it impossible to square these dubious goings- on with hist
conscience , decided on October 12 , 1941 , to resign his position
in Philadelphia , despite the fact that he had no immediate pros
pects of other employment . Portions of the correspondence and
other material concerning his resignation follow :

October 12 , 1941
Director , Henry George School

Dear Mr. Chodorov :
It is with the greatest reluctance that I inform you of the

But since I differnecessity of my resignation from the School .
so widely from the " official party line " on so many subjects of
vital current importance , I do not feel that I can honorably dis
charge my duties in conformity with the School's dictates as to
matters of policy .

Let me say , by way of further explana tion , that in the recent
controversy between you and Mr. J. Bernstein , I thought you almost
wholly in the wrong , not only on the merits of the case , but in your
method of handling it . It has come to my a ttention through sources
which I know to be reliable , that you did not hesitate to stoop in
conversations with mutual acquaintances , to the contemptible ex
pedient of personal assaualts on the characters and integrity of :
several of my closest friends . Assaults , which by indirection ,
since my attachment to the people in question is well known , con
stitute a reflection on myself as well .

Perhaps it is worth while to point out wherein , in addition to
the points made by Mr. Bernstein , I differ radically from the of
ficial attitude of the School as expressed through the Freeman



Page 2
an attitude that I regard as purely opportunistic , as the following
example I believe proves beyond doubt .

In the early part of 1940 there appeared in the Freeman an
If my memoryarticle under the caption of "Finland a nd Russia

is accurate , the article was one long quotation from some of Henry
George's most lofty writing in praise of those who defend their
liberties against military aggression . The plucky fight Finla nd
put up was made to appear in the light of this article , as a direct
result of the greater individual freedom enjoyed by the Finns
view to which I myself subscribe . But a year later , when Jugoslavia
Greece a nd other countries are threatened with a tyranny fully as
complete and more virulent even than that imposed by Russia , then ,
(cam it be because the fate of Britain is more closely intertwined
with the enemies of Nazidom ? ) all talk of liberty fighting tyranny
is " gratuitous."

En

I also decry the a ttitude of the Freeman as expressed in such
articles as that by Pa ul Peqch , entitled " The Slums of Sydney" im
which the efforts of Georgeists who have attempted to do something
to further their cause are " courageously" smeared by a paper which
refuses to give a ny space to those who might oppose this view .

Finally , I am completely sickened by the failure of the School
to a ttempt any forthright answer to the charges made by such men

as Mr. Bernstein , and disgusted by the pose of martyrdom which has
been adopted to cover deficiencies in logic and truth .

Therefore , in order that I may do what I can to combat this
spirit , I ask that my services be concluded at the end of the -
present week . Mr. Hickok is thoroughly conversant with all the
details of the School here , and can easily turn the business over
to my successor , if you choose to send someone in my stead . If
necessary I will stay on a short while longer , without compensations
if Mr. Hickok should doem it advisable . (Signed Edwin S. Ross )

October 14 , 1941
Mr. E. S. Ross
Dear Ed :

Your letter of the 12th resigning from the staff of the School
has been received . In view of

You will receive a check for this week's salary .
your present frame of mind it would be best that you discontinue
all connection with the School . (Signed Frank Chodorov ,Director );

October 15 , 1941
Anna George de Mille

Doar Anna George , ThankEnclosed is your letter from Mrs. Post . you for let
And ,ting me rea d it . Matura lly I agree with every word of it .

although I ha ve never been in any doubt as to what your stand on
the matter was .

It disturbs me deeply that you feel I am deserting the School
in a time of crisis . On the contrary I feel that I am supporting
the real School , which is something la rger than the dictatorial
policies of one man . In the hierarchy of loyalties , it seems to
mo that loyalty to an ideal ranks a good deal higher than loyalty
to an organization that can at most bo but temporary .

Bolieve me that I intond to continue to work for what I con
sider the School to be ( and I also believo that the School is theIt maybest mothod that we have yet found to spread our message ) .
bo that I shall shortly appeal to the Trustees for permission to

Since I haveteach s omo classes in the Washington , D.C. area .
received a lotter from the Director of the School in reply to my

letter of rosignation , stating that i "had better sovor all rela
tions with the School" it will no doubt requiro a decision on the
part of the Board of Trusteos to enable mo to carry out my purposo.

It may be thought by some who a ro unacqua inted with the truo
position of affairs at the School that I could ha ve continued in
my capacity as a paid omployee whilo struggling against what I

But in
consider to bo gross perversions of our contral doctrines .
the light of the experiences of several pooplo in the past who havo

tho
had the tomority to oxpress their dissent from the policios of

Director . I can soc no a dvantage to be gained from placing myself
in a position whoro I would quitc probably have been discharged
at a time when it would cause the greatest inconvenienco both to
myself a nd those to whom I owc family obligations .

Finally , let me stato that the stop which I have taken is one
Had itat which I have a rrived only aftor mature consideration .

not boon for the fact that I felt that I owed coutain obligations
to Mr. Hickok and his associates horo in Phila dolphia , and wished t

minimum of dislocation ,to soc the fall term get under way with a
I should ha vc exprossed myself in this mannor soveral months ago.

(Signod Edwin S. Ross )
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On Octobor 14 , 1941 Mr. Chodorov wroto to Mr. J. P. Kickok , prosi
dont of the Board of Trustoos of the Philadelphia School , saying :

" For your information, I thought Ross would quit whon I
sont him to Philadelphia" .....and ..... "Ross has not kopt
mo informod as to the situation down thoro . "

It might woll be asked why the Director sont samo ono in whom he had.
no confidenco to such an important post as Phila dolphia !

Mr.Hickok wroto to Mr. Chodorov as follows :
" In reply to yours of the 14th , havo to state that all of
us horo in Philadelphia fool vory sorry that Ed Ross found
it nocossary to rosign from the position of field director
for Phila dolphia . Wo wore satisfied that he was doing a
good job and woro hopoful of bright prospocts for the futuro .

At about the same timo Ed's aunt , Anna Ross , a Philadelphia School
Trustoo , widow of one of the most famous mon in the Georgoist
movement , addrossod a lottor to the N ow York School's Board of
Trustoos , protesting against the conditions which had resultod in
Ed's resignation She received a reply writton and signed by Mr.
Chodorov a nd not by tho Boa rd ( this was vorifiod by tolephoning
Mrs. de Millo , Prosident of the N ew York Board , who didn't even
know of the existence of the lottor sont by Anna Ross a t tho timo
Chodorov's roply was writton . ) This roply , among other things ,
3 tatod in substanco that Ed was incompetent , and that Chodorovhad gotton moro work out of his voluntoor workers than ho'd over
gotten out of Ross .

Howovor , the following oxtracts from letters writton by Mr. Chodo
rov to Mr. Ross show that ho did not expect Mr. Ross to quit whon
ho sont him to this post .

(Datod Fobruary 27 , 1941 )
"You really should not toach . But undor tho poculiar
circumstances existing in Philadelphia , I supposo youwill have to put in at least a yoar in dovoloping a
curriculum .....I know that you have a tough job in
Phila dolphia , but I am quito suro that in a couple
of years you w ill ha vc as good a school as John has
in Chicago . "

(Dated April 2 , 1941 )
"No ono know hottor than I tho difficultios you woro
under when you went to Philadolphia . It is for this
roason that I do not oxpoct any startling rosults from
you for one yoar . If you do operato a dozon classos
in the Fall I will think you a marvelous success ..
You will havo a successful school in Philadelphia in
two years " ,

"Of course you have no teachers . And thoso toachors
that you do have don't know anything .......Howovor,
this is botwoon you and mo , and I don't want you to
advortiso my opinion . "

Mr. Chodorov a lso cxprcssod his confidenco in Mr. Ross to mutual
acquainta ncos . Tho following is an oxtract from a lottor writton
to Mr. Ross by Joseph Stockman , who roplacod Mr. Ross whon thelattor rosignod .

(Datod March 22 , 1941 )
"Havo hoard a littlc of your offorts so far in tho
Quakor City . Know only too well what you aro up
against Ed , but thon I do havo lots of confidenco
in your ability to got around somo of the difficultios .
Spoko to Mr. Chodorov , or that is , ho startod it .
too believes in time you will master the situation . "

copy

Shortly after Mr.Ross ' rosignation , he had occasion to mako a tripto Now York . While thoro , Mr.Lancastor Groono , one of the Trustoos of the Now York School , askod Mr. Ross to sond him a
of his lottor of resignation . Mr. Ross did so , and took occasion
to mention that the Director had boon attempting to distort his
motivos The appondod letter from Mr. Groon , and Mr. Ross '
reply comploto this " dossior . "

Mr Edwin Ross
Novomber 7 , 1941

Ho

Doar Ed ,
Thank you for your lottor with a copy of your lottor of

roșignation . I had hoped you would prove to be the ideal

{}
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director for Philadelphia as John Monroo is for Chicago and as Miss
McCarthy is for N ow" Jorsoy .

I undorstood from you that you had built up 13 cla ssos from
sovon at the time you startod ; that you folt that criticism by
our director of your lack of results in ton months was not based on
knowledge . Accordingly I asked for a roport from Philadelphia ,
which has reached mo .

The report says : Thero a ro 7 classes , going , ( two of
which had no tonchor when you loft ) . Total onrollment
for thoso classos was 61 studonts . One class was scho
dulod in Wilmington , but no dofinito information on itis a vaila blo .
Whilo I may diffor on principlo , I do not wish to ongago in

any porsonal difforoncos with you or anyono olso . I know that
you a nd Mr. Chodorov a ro sincoroly doing the best you know
how for the Honry Goorge School . If you disagroc with some of his
policy I hope you will still got classos together and toach them
whorovor you aro . (Signed Lancastor M. Groeno )

On Nov. 24th , in a longthy roply to Mr. Groono's of tho 7th ,
Mr.Ross made the following points in rogard to tho information
sont to Mr. Grocno by an anonymous Philadelphian and referred to
in Mr.Grconc's lottor :
1. Mr. Ross was director at the Philadelp ia Extension 8 months

and not 10 as Mr. Greeno had stated .
2. . When Mr. Ross first arrived in Philadelphia thoro were 4

classos oporating , not 7 as Mr. Groeno had statod .
3 . When Mr. Ross loft his position in Philadelphia there were 12

classes operating and not 7 as Mr. Groono stated . In addition
to the 7 classos Mr. Groono's alleged informant granted Mr.
Ross , there wore :
a . Thrco classes in Wilmington which subsequently may have

been combined into one . Mr. Hickok in a lottor to Mr.
Ross on Nov. 19thconfirms this .

b . In addition there were two la te classes started , one in
Manoa and one at the Frankford High School .
Hickok's letter confirms this as woll ,

c . Another class started without Mr. Ross ' assistanco a t
the Har Zion Instituto . (This brings the total number ofclasses in the Philadelphia area to 13) .

4. Re the na ttor of leaving classes without teachers which Mr.
Greone mentioned :

Mr.

a . Two teachers were suddenly taken ill before the start
of the term. One subsequently recovered and is teaching
his scheduled class .

b . Mr. Stockman , one of New York's most successful teachers
a rrived on the scene to take over before Mr. Ross left .

Mr. Hickok adds in his lotter : "I note your great concer
about alleged roports of your failure to make good in Philadelphia .
There is no need for this as everyone has given high praise of your
work....'11

Mr. Ross concludes his letter to Mr. Greene as follows :
"You do not tell me who your informant was , but in the light

of the above it scarcely seems possible that it could have been
Mr. Hickok or anyone associated with him .

So I
" Of course I know that Mr.Chodorov was in Philadelphia on

Oct. 23 , but I cannot believe that you would accept a " report "
from the very ma n against whom my complaint is directed .
must conclude that you did not know how to reach Mr.Hickok and so
were forced to contact someone who , unfortunately , did not know
what he was talking about .

See also article on Philadelphia Extension in the current
(December , 1941 ) issue of the Freoman , pago 45 , for corrobora tion
of the utter inaccuracy of Mr. Greene's letter . Somebody slipped
up somewhere in concocting this story about the inefficioncy of
Ed Ross .

the

But why continue ? The quoted material speaks for itself . It
is high time that the Georgeist movemont became aware of the
nothods and tactics which aro employed by the administration of
the N. Y. School against those who have had the moral courage to
oppose their destructive policies . The case of Mr. Ross is
noithor the first nor the last instance of these methods :
firing of Sidney Abelson , the resignation of Lloyd Buchman , the
ejection of Donald MacDonald and Charles Washbourn from the
School , the firing of Helen Bornstein a nd Gaston Ha xo , the sus –
pension of Michael J. Bernstein from the faculty , all have been
accompanied by similar porvorsions of truth - but in simple truth
all have been puroly cases of opposition to the views , policies and
methods of the present administration of the Honry George School of
New York !
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Follow Gcorgist :

The following toutative Program was presented at the mass-moc b

ing hold on Nov. 30. In cordance with the will of the meeting ,
If you have any rec OL!copios are being sent for your consideration .

mendations please transmit them to .J . Bornstein , Apt . LE9 , 10 Hopp»

roo St. , N.Y.C.
TENTATIVE PROGRAM

các trangcá

Proposed policy for the Honry George School :

The complote taxation of land values and the abolition of all
The

taxos on production constitutos the basic Goorgist program.
Honry Georgo School hoping to achieve its ends through educational
methods , recognizes that the democratic libertios of free specch , fruc
press , free assembly , equal and universal franchise and representative
government are the absolutely indispensable preroquisites to the te
tainment and maintenance of a Georgist social order and hence must be
reserved and dofondod .

a) A cossation of all attacks on cthor Georgist groups and tuc
adoption of an attitudo of positive cooperation and helpfulness to
them insofar as the facilities of the School and the limitations of
the Chartor poruit .

II . Proposed administration of the School

a ) The adoption by the School of a Constitution and By-Laws

providing for democratic administration .
b) Democratic selection of Trusteos , mechanical and legal do

tails to be worked out .
c ) An elected committco to receive , considor and present to the

Trustoos suggestions , criticisms and grievances .
d ) Formation of a "faculty and student council . "

c ) Policy of appointing tonchers on the basis of merit alone du

accordance with acceptod educational practices .
f ) A small committoo selected by the "faculty and student

council , "
g ) A willingness on the part of the School Administration to

experiment with new educational techniques in the dissemination of
Georgism , both of a popular and scholarly naturo .

h) A willingness on the part of the School Administration to
attempt to roach and influence other progressive and liboral groups .

III . Rectification of abuses .

a ) Invitation to all teachers and volunteer workers whose co ...
noction with the School has been sovered for any reason whatsoover

to return and resuno participation in the School's activitius .

b ) No one rocciving any wage or foo from the School , directly
or indirectly , to be eligible for selection to the Board of Trus .

c ) An iodinto and absolute ropudiation of any past or proscrt
na's of School officials associating the School with Scribnoris Con

Kabator or any other pro-Fascist agency , and an immediato removal
from the School premises of the pamphlet "Educating for a Free Society .

d ) A repudition of the Frocrian's prosent oditorial policy ; tho
Frooman to confine itself to School nows , itoms of interest about

the Georgist movement as a whole , and the publication of purely then
rotical articlos of a strictly cconomic and not of a sociological
and political nature .

c ) It shall be the policy of the School and of all its officcis ,

ficulty and workers to comport themselves in their relations with
onch other and with all outside groups with tolerance and deconey
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The trustees have granted Mr. Bornstoin's request for a hearing
on Dcc . 13,1941 but on the following torus :

1. No stonographer will be admitted and hence there will be no verbati
rocord d what transpiros .

2. Only tho trusteos , their Counsol and Mr. Bernstein to be prosent ;
i.c. , no audienco , no witnesses , and not even two of the principal
dofondants , F. Chodorov and P. Peach .

The trustees have known for months many of the facts that Mr.
Bornstein was to present ( except Mr. Lincoln who asked to see Mr.
Bernstein privately anyway ) , and provious star chamber hearings of

Helico ,this kind have proven utterly ineffectual in remedying abuses .
having askod for the right to present witnesses , question the defo
dants , and bring along a stonographer , and having strongly recourondod
that all present or past active School Georgists be admitted in order
to learn the facts , Mr. Bornstein feels wholly justified in categor
ically refusing to go through with the hearing on the utterly absurd
torms proposed by the trustees .

However , a nass-meeting to discuss all the developments to dito ,
as well as plans for further action will be held on Sunday night ,
Dec. 21 , 1941 at 7:45 p.m. at Union M. E. Church , 229 W. 48th St. ,
N.Y.C. Please cone on time and bring friends who are graduates of the
School .



SOME FACTS ABOUT THE HENRY GEORGE SCHOOL (WHICH THE SCHOOL WON'T TELL YOU) !!!

"National unity seems to be something under which you crawl into bed with Lindbergh
at night and wake up with Burt Wheeler in the morning . We are for national unity of
course , but we know we haven't got it . The America Firsters haven't changed their
point of view . They will start shouting for a negotiated peace as soon as we have
some military reverses and Hitler makes overtures . "

This quotation , from a speech by Dr. Frank Kingdon , president of the Union for Demo
cratic Action , would be well to keep in mind while observing the future tactics of the
Henry George School .

The Director of the Henry George School , also editor of its official publication
"The Freeman" , has not merely written articles for SCRIBNER'S COMMENTATOR , the leading
pro-Nazi journal in the U.S.A. , recently investigated by the Federal Grand Jury , but
gave it , in his capacity as School Director , the following endorsement :

"A magazine which is deliberately pointed away from the collectivistic tendency of
the times is indeed a novelty in the periodical field . SCRIBNER'S COMMENTATOR will
hit a responsive chord in the hearts of those Americans who still believe in the free
dom of the individual . "

This testimonial was embodied in a circular by SCRIBNER'S and mailed to hundreds of
graduates and students of the Henry George School. These names , supposed to be kept
confidential by the School , were made available by the School administration . Do you
want your name on the mailing list of pro-Nazi agencies ?

Do you know why F.B.I. agents have visited the Henry George School on several occa
sions , the first visit occurring almost a year ago?

Do you know that the Henry George School maintains the closest relations with Albert
Jay Nock , notorious anti- Semite and pro-Fascist ; that Nock's books are sold at the
School ; that Nock's anarchistic ideas constitute the philosophy of the School's con
trolling personnel?

Do you know that the School's official magazine , in the past two years , has refused,
except in a few cases , to print anti - Nazi articles , and that in those few cases , the
authors of the anti -Nazi articles were subsequently "purged " from all connection with
the School?

Do you know that all those teachers , volunteer workers , and employees of the School
who opposed its anti - democratic , anti- conscription and defeatist view- point , have been
expelled , dismissed or forced to resign?

We illustrate the School's official " line " ( a line which it has never repudiated ) by
quotations from the School's official magazine , "The Freeman " . The examples could be
multiplied , ten-fold ; lack of space forbids :

"There's no sense in fighting for land which belongs to others who will make you pay
to use it after you have risked your life to ward off prospective foreign landlords . "
(July 1940 , p . 194 )

"Maybe Japan will prove to be a benefactor to the coolie Chinese enslaved by his
age- old masters . " (May 1941 , p . 147 )

"What difference does it make what flag flies over the domain ? Have not the land
lords always made the laws and fashioned the patriotism of all countries ? " (August
1941 , p . 223)

"To oppose military conscription as a violation of natural rights is only a part of
the struggle for freedom . "

"That is why he [your neighbor] should be warned against the iniquity of conscrip
tion . " (Sept. 1940 , p . 243 )

"Permanent conscription in annual classes will become the law of the land when
America is properly conditioned . " (May 1941 , p . 152 )

"The Japanese may be forced into this undertaking invasion of the Dutch Indies] by
their inability to do business with moralistic Uncle Sam . In that case will the
American fleet go into Asiatic waters to protect something or other ? " (March 1940 ,
p.99 )

"We must buy from all the world including Germany .... " (April 1941 , p . 136 )
"In business , we trade with those who are both willing and able to pay their bills .

Their political beliefs , their moral conduct (save where it throws light on their abil
ity to pay , ) their creed , race , color or mannerisms do not determine their desirabil
ity as buyers or as sellers . " (Sept. 1941 , p . 246 )

"Without serious loss to our intellectual probity , we can dismiss the moralisms of
the speech [Roosevelt ' s] out of hand . After all , we have heard the stuff so often
from the lips of Messrs . Mussolini and Hitler .

"Mr. Roosevelt's ' State of the Union ' speech before Congress was .... replete with
the banalities of liberalism [the Four Freedoms] . " (Feb. 1941 , p . 79 )

That ...."President Roosevelt has fireside - chatted us into an ' unlimited emergency ' .
means we are at war . In due time , we will be informed with whom Japanese , French ,
Italians , or maybe Germans . Ours is not to question why , ours is but to pay and die . "

K
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"The answer that any analysis of current events brings us is that Americans of the
future will be slaves of the State . " (July 1941 , p . 194 )

"The power of the people is a contradiction in terms ..... that is the anomaly of
the democratic political order : the assumption that power may reside in all the
people ." (May 1940 , p . 146)

"When we assay the abracadabra of politics with the touchstone of economic freedom ,
we observe that even the American Constitution was born in a bed of disease . " (Feb.
1941, p . 80 )

"On Jan. 11 , 1941 , [the date Lease-Lend became law] the curtain was raised on the
last act of the tragi - comedy entitled ' American Democracy' . When it falls at last ,
will the audience acclaim the performance with a Heil ? " (Feb. 1941 , p . 80)

In the more comfortable times of peace , when our being at war seemed utterly remote
to some , The Freeman asserted (Aug. 1940 , p . 218) :

"If it was true a year ago that conscription is a complete denial of man's inalien
able rights to life , liberty , and the pursuit of happiness , any justification of con
scription now as a democratic principle is intellectual prestigitation . "

"If it was true a year ago that war entrenches the forces of monopoly , degrades the
individual , strengthens the political machine , and destroys democracy , than to argue
now for war as a means toward freedom is either a denial of principle or a rationali
zation that defies all reason .

But war has come to America , and says the Freeman , "Wisdom makes its bargain . " It
now soft-pedals the war , and concerns itself exclusively ( like all defeatist elements )

not with winning the war but only with the peace . It cannot however resist a parting
defeatist thrust on page 56 of the January , 1942 issue :

"We are training skilled air pilots by the thousand , not to render service to
society but to destroy it as much as possible . "

Hence we reproduce for you the following Georgist resolution first presented on Dec.
21 , 1941 :

The Henry George School of Social Science in New York City is professedly a non
political , non-partisan , educational institution chartered by the University of the
State of New York to teach the doctrines of Henry George who was the greatest liberal
America has produced . Henry George loved his fellow -men and gave his life in the cause
of the dispossessed . He believed in political democracy and was ready to fight for
it , to defend it against attack and aggression . If Henry George were alive today , he
would be in the fore-front of the struggle to save mankind's painfully acquired though
imperfect liberties against the barbaric and inhuman assaults of the Axis-powers .
Nevertheless , the Henry George School which enjoys the privilege of tax - exemption , has
through its official publication "The Freeman" and with the full cognizance and cor
porate approval of its Board of Trustees (who are also the Directors of the Freeman ) ,
adopted the following definite political positions :
1.That no nation has ever justifiably participated in any war , including the present

one .
2.That it should be a matter of indifference to mankind whether the present war is won

by the Allies or by the Axis powers , and that resistance to Hitler is unjustified ,
involving merely a change of masters .

3.That the present hatred for Hitler and Nazism are purely the result of false propa
ganda and that the Nazis do not really desire conquest .

4.That a defense program for the United States is entirely unnecessary , and that con
scription is a violation of the citizen's rights and should constantly be opposed .

5.That the aggressions of the Nazis and the Japanese are simply the result of the re
fusal of the political democracies ( including the United States ) to do business with
them , and that the war could have been averted and could now be satisfactorily con
cluded for all concerned if the democracies offered the dictatorships free trade ;
that failure to make such an offer , in effect , throws the responsibility for the
present war on the democracies ( the United States included ) and not on the Axis
powers .

6.That the present Roosevelt administration is entirely responsible for leading us in
to war in an attempt to divert our attentim from its inability to solve our internal
problems , and that their ultimate purpose is the creation of a collectivized slavery
in the United States . Hence , the Roosevelt New Deal represents a far greater danger
to our freedom than do the Axis powers , with which it is , in substance , identical .

7.That any country which goes to war must of necessity emerge permanently totalitarian .
8.That the attainment of political democracy by large sections of the human race is

essentially a worthless achievement , there being no fundamental difference , as far
as human welfare is concerned , between political democracy and totalitarianism .
Democratic institutions and practices are worthy only of contempt .

9.That democracy in the United States is finished .
However , despite the apparent definiteness of these positions there is reason to
suspect that they were not even the result of reactionary principle but of sheer
opportunism and expediency , for , the Henry George School .



A.Despite its professed desire for justice, did never once protest against the barbar
ism and beastliness of the fifty- to- one Nazi executions in France , Poland , Czecho
slovakia and the Balkans ;
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B.Despite its professed clamor for free trade as manifested in its demand for the
lifting of the embargo against Japan and for normal business relations with the
Nazis , never once demanded the repeal of the Neutrality Act , which was equally a
restraint of trade , never once specifically demanded the free entry of all refugees
from the totalitarian countries , even though there can be no genuine free trade
without free migration .

C.Although it praised (and rightfully ) the gallant Finns for having resisted the
Russian invasion , nevertheless poured contempt on the Yugoslavs and Greeks for re
sisting the even more virulent and brutal totalitarianism of the Nazis .

Therefore , we the undersigned Georgists , many of us now or formerly connected with
the Henry George School as students , graduates , teachers , volunteer workers and em
ployees , wish to make the following statements :

1.That we completely repudiate as untrue the position taken by the Henry George School
of New York on the issues involved in the present world conflict and that we condemn
the opportunism which has dictated this policy .

2.That we affirm that the defeatist and anti -democratic propaganda disseminated by
the Henry George School of New York , particularly through its official organ "The
Freeman" , is not only wholly antagonistic to the principles and doctrines of Henry
George , but is calculated to lower morale and give aid and comfort to pro-Axis
forces , thus destroying the national unity ao essential to the successful prosecu
tion of the fight against totalitarian domination .

3.We , the undersigned , reaffirm our faith in our democratic institutions and assert
that they must be defended at all costs , against the dehumanized onslaughts of the
modern barbarians from without , and the machinations of traitors within . We call
upon the Henry George School to purge itself of those elements who are responsible
for this reactionary and totalitarian line which has been grafted on to the School ,
and publicly to announce that this line was a perversion of Georgist thought , and a
betrayal of Georgist principle .

Henry Hellyer
Morris Ferkosch
Miriam Hetzel
Celia Chancas
A. B. Hawking
Max Flechner
Sophie Vernes .
Carl Chancas
Ann Ross
William Auerbach
Ralph Rosen
Norman Barasch
Edwin Ross
Rita Levine
Reginald Zalles
Ruth Rutberg
Jonas Brown
Arthur Seiff
John Finnerty
E. de F. Curtis , Jr.

SIGNED

Herbert Good
David Newman
Martha Zalles
Sara Wald

George Bigley
Julian Loebenstein
Charlotte Curtis
Miles Shefferman'
Edward Roxburgh
Philip Rubin
Lucretia Harding
Edith Shefferman
Olive Michael
Helen Bernstein
Hester Bradbury
Rose Gutman
Margaret Fellows
Florence Auerbach
Aram Bashian
Harold Lebe
Bernice Yavelow
Ruth Brown
Henry Sklow

John Michael , Jr.
Martin Schlesinger
David Ross
George Berger
Gaston Haxo
Selma Levine
Charles Washbourn
Aaron Rutberg
Roger Morgan
Esther Newman
Laura Ros8
S. Mehalides
Joseph Perrini
Erna Nash
Beatrice Ortis

Gertrude Rubenstein Lazarus Maistelman

W. Chamberlaine
Rubin Mitotsky
Katherine Ross
Sidney Abelson
Elbert Josefson
Grace Yavelow
Donald Harding
Ruth Grayber
Robert Clancy
Sara Fishman
William Newcomb
Milton Ohrbach
D. P. Economopoulos
Michael Bernstein
Eugene Lokey
Aaron Brown
Victor Orsini
Matthew Green
Samuel M. Levin

But nothing in the School has been changed fundamentally . The same administration
and teachers who were responsible for and supported the positions described in the
above resolution are still actively in control . All opposition has been purged and
hence it has become imperative to expose the Henry George School of New York as an in
stitution using the name of the great American social reformer for purposes directly
opposed to his teaching and to recommend that if you are interested in a genuine in
stead of a spurious , Georgeism , that you contact any or all of the following truly
Georgist agencies :
1.Henry George Institute of New England - 90 Beacon St. , Boston , Mass.
2.American Alliance to Advance Freedom - 160 Fifth Ave. , New York , N. Y.
3.Land and Freedom - 150 Nassau St. , New York , N. Y.
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Dear Mason :

Mrs. Robert C. McNamara

20 Indian Hill Road

Winnetka , Illinois

November 27 , 1941

Your mother tells me that while you have not yet Prof.
L. J. Johnson , you have heard about him in connection with
your Single Tax work. It seems to me she said also , that
you hoped to meet him .

As she may have told you , he is an uncle of mine , by
marriage , and if you would like to go to see him , I know
he would be delighted to talk to you. As a matter of fact ,
I have just been writing a letter to my aunt , and told her
about you , so that if you called them up , or appeared there
some day , she would know who you were .

Please don't feel for a moment that you have to look them
up just because I told them about you , or you about them . But
if you would like to do so , you would be very cordially wel
comed , I know . You will find both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson very
stimulating people to talk to and I know they would enjoy you .
They live at 90 Raymond Street (about a mile from the Yard )
and their telephone number , I believe , is Kirkland 0535. (I
may have the exchange wrong . It used to be University and was
changed . )

I am glad that everything is going well with you . I shall
hope to hear about it when you are home at Christmas time .

Cordially ,

Helen In "Mamara

1



January 5 , 1942
Dear Fellow- Georgist :

The resolution which follows was first circulated on November 2 , 1941

after many months of futile attempts to induce the Trustees of the Henry George
School of New York to clean house . The resolution was sent to them at that time ,

and our attempts at reform have since continued . But instead of reform , more
"purges " and severances were the only results . It has become obvious that the
School is now in the hands of a monopolistic and reactionary oligarchy , working
in cooperation with a dictatorial director . It refuses either to adopt any real
measures of reform or to surrender a single bit of its power to a genuinely demo
cratic reconstruction of the School .

The following tentative program was submitted to and rejected by the
School Trustees : 1. Cessation of all attacks on other Georgeist groups and an
attitude of positive helpfulness to such groups. 2. Constitution and By-Laws
providing for a democratic administration . 3. Democratic selection of trustees ,

4. A democratically elecin place of the present self-perpetuating oligarchy .
ted grievance committee. b . A "faculty and student council . " 6. Appointment
of teachers on the basis of uerit alone . 7. An elected committee to be observers
at trustees ' meetings . 8. A willingness to experiment with new techniques and
methods for disseminating Georgism . 9. An attempt to reach and cooperate with
other liberal and progressive groups . 10. Invitation to all "purgees " to return
to active cooperation at the School . 11. No one receiving any age or fee from
the School to ve a Trustee . 12. Absolute and open repudiation of the School's
cooperation with " Scribner's Commentator , " or other pro -Nazi agencies . 13. Ab

solute and open repudiation of the School's and the Freeman's anti-defense , anti
democratic , anti- Georgeist and anarchistic ideology . 14. An attitude of mutual
tolerance , decency and respect .

Hence , it has become necessary to expose the Henry George School of
New York as an institution using the name of the great American social reformer
for purposes directly opposed to his teaching and to recomend that if you are
interested in a genuine , instead of a spurious , Georgeisn , that you contact any
or all of the following truly Georgeist agencies :
1. The Henry George Institute of New England -90 Beacon St. , Boston , Mass.
2. American Alliance to Advance Freedom - 160 Fifth Avenue , New York , N. Y.
3. Land and Freedon 100 Nass u Street , New York , N. Y.
4 . Society for Long Island Georgeists - 207-12 Jamaica Ave. , Bellaire , L.I. , N.Y.

The Resolutions and signatories follow :

WHEREAS , the Henry George School , under its present administration , is , despite
greatly increased financial expenditures , faced with a constantly declining
enrollment , AND

WHEREAS , the Director of the School seens at a complete loss to find means for
increasing the enrollment , and refuses even to consider any changes in
those methods and techniques which no longer seen particularly effective ,
AND

3. WHEREAS , the Director has failed , except fron anong a tiny fraction of those
actually graduating , to secure even the smallest financial contribution
to the School , clearly demonstrating that his administrative policies and
techniques of conversion have utterly failed in turning out any apprecia
ble number of Georgeists whose devotion extends to a willingness to make
even the smallest financial sacrifice , and this despite the thousands of
graduates the Director has claimed for the School , AND

1 .

2.

4. WHEREAS , the Director and the Board of Trustees have kept the teachers and
volunteer workers in practically complete ignorance of the management and
internal affairs of the School , AND

5 .

6 .

M.

8.

&you too,1

WHEREAS , the Director of the School has announced that the Freeman of which
he is euitor is the official organ of the School contrary to the assertion
by some , when found expedient , that the two were separate and distinct en
tities , AND

WHEREAS , the Director , as Editor of the Freenan , has refused to pernit ex
pression to any views opposing his own decidedly political opinions in the
said Freenan , or in any of the School's other organs , agencies or nedia ,
AND

WHEREAS , the Director has by his actions clearly indicated that he insists
upon being regarded as the infallible judge of what constitutes the pure
Georgeist philosophy and has treated as heretics condemned to excommunica
tion any who have dared to disagree with his views , AND

WHEREAS , in controversies arising out of such disagreements , the Director ,
abandoning the plane of intelligent and courteous argument has not hesita
ted to attack his opponents with the most violent personal abuse and with
a deliberate distortion and perversion of both their ideas and of their
otives , as well as of the facts of the controversy , AND

9. WHEREAS , despite the positive political position taken by him in the Freerian
and in the classroon , the Director has failed to set forth clearly , une
quivocally and honestly this position in the School's advertising natter
or publicity literature , but has , on the contrary , attempted to convey a
contrary impression to the public he is trying to reach , AND

10. WHEREAS , the Director has purged from the ranks of teachers and volunteer
workers all who radically disagreed with or criticized hin , and has used



the methods of witholding classes , blunt expulsion , insult , abuse , and pro
vocation to, resign , and subsequently has circulated false explanations of
the severance , and has thus attempted to insure himself a majority support.
on the faculty , AND

11. WHEREAS , the Director has publicly stated that the School is not a democracy ,
AND Tok

12. WHEREAS , the School , through its Director and Trustees has literally strayed
from its proper function of education to abuse and attack other Georgeist
groups and publications , and done all in its power to discourage and dis
parage any attempts to spread the doctrines of Henry George by other
Georgeists and by other methods , AND

13. WHEREAS , the School , through its Director , nas in several instances banned or
blacklisted the works or writings of other Georgeists , establishing in this
respect a virtual totalitarian dictatorship , AND

14. WHEREAS , the Director has frequently boasted of his power to control the ac
tions of the Board of Trustees who se employee he is supposed to be , AND

15. THEREAS , the School's charter , which constitutes it a semi-public institution
entitled to exceptional privileges and exemptions has been viclated and
seriously endangered by many of the above acts and others not mentioned
herein ,

THEREFORE , the undersigned , consisting of any of the School's contribu
tors , ex- students , graduates , friends , advanced students , teachers , ex- teachers ,
volunteer-workers , ex-volunteer-workers , and ex-employees , wish to call the Trus
tees to a recollection of their legal and moral responsibilities , and respectfully
but firmly demand that the Board of Trustees take cognizance of the evils herein
set forth and initiate imediate steps leading to the eradication of said evils .

SIGNED
New Jersey Schoul
Aaron H. Brown
Ruth Brown

Tucson , Arizona
E. E. F. Skeel
Helen Mouat
Hester Meigs

Charles Joseph Smith ( N.Y.)

Robert Clancy (N. Y. )

Salvatore Fiore , Jr.
Martha Zalles
L. Leo Greenwald
Willian W. Newcomb
David L. Newlan
Richard Lone
Ruth R. Rutberg
Jonas Brown
Gertrude Rubenstein
Matthew Green
Esther Newman
D. P. Economopoulos
-Sidney J. Abelson
E. M. Lokey
Helen Bernstein
Lydia Nilsson
A. A. Rutberg
A. B. Hawkins
Bernice Yavelow
Elbert E. Josefson
Selna Levine

-2

S. A. Schneidnan
Edward Roxburgh
Louis Marshak
Erna Nash
L. N. Stjernberg
Willian Auerbach
Hester Ann Bradbury
Lloyd Buchman

Philadelphia SchoolDANE TREKKENE VOŠte aceste kate

Edwin S. Ross
Laura Ross
Mirian Hetzel

Arden , Delaware
Lucretia Harding
Donald Harding
Katherine F. Ross
E. de Forest Curtis , Jr.

John J. Munson
Rita Levine
S. Melalides
Mex E. Fleishner
Lee Simons
Celia Chancas
Artimur Seiff
Florence Auerbach
Benjanin Babinder.
Abrakan Leaf
Olive Michael
Martin Schlesinger
Michael J. Bernstein
Helen L. Rattray
Lazarus Maistelman
Pearl Grodnan
Meyer Miller
Dorothy R. Posner
Ruti: Grayber

Wilmington Delaware
Hepry Georgettend

son of HenrynGourge
Jane Gouis!

(Signed to points 4,7,8,9,10,11,13,15 ; subscribe
( to 12 for the Director only - do not know enough
(about trustees in connection with 12 , or about
(1,2,3,14. As editors of Land & Freedom do not
(wish to comment on another publication , and hence
( do not sign points 5 and 6 .

Doris Korn
Anna Lichtman
Morris D. Forko sch
Norman Barasch
Morris Van Veen
Grace Yavelow
Yale Leavy
Syd Lander
Charles Washbourn
Milton Auerbach
Leon T. Arpin

Boston School
Aran Bashian
Roger W. Morgan

—Reginald Zalles (allabatita
but No. 1 )

Dofram &Ro
know anythingRog

Joseph J. Perrini
C. M. Ossias
Joseph C. Hutchinson
Rose Gutman
Charles A. Kee
Sara Fishnen
Charlotte O. Schetter
Harry Cooperstein
Floyd Hasselriis
Eva J. Bernstein
Marion Seeley
Sara Wald
Gaston HAXO

G. Berger
Shirley Marshak
Madeleine Swarte
Ernest L. Fein
Margaret A. Fellows
John P. Snyder
W. L. Lean
Victor Orsini
W. H. Coffin
Darthen 3. Coffin
Mildred Shotton.
Edith Munson
Harold Lebe
Jacob A. Allon
Milton Ohrbach
C. J. Chańcas



is
Yours for the Cause ,

LAND AND FREEDOM

150 Nassau Street , New York , N. Y.
Contributions to Sustention Fund in 1941

LDr . Comfort A. Adams , $5: Herbert C. Allen , $5 ; Anonymous , $ 100 ; Howard J. Bailey , $9;
Warren S. Blauvelt , $30 ; Koland Bostroem , $13 ; Harold S. Buttenheim , $8 ; Joan Chaffe , $30 ; Arthur
Taft Chase , $12 ; William E. Clement , $5 ; Grace Isabel Colbron , $5 : Thurlow E. Coon , $5; W. L.
Crosman , $10; Otto Cullman , $ 10; Anna George de Mille , $7;) Helen D. Denbigh , $ 15 ; Amalia Du
Bois , $5; Harris T. Dunbar , $25; Hon . Charles K. Eckert , $15; A. D. Engelsman , $5 ; Albert Firmin ,
$10; Frances H. Gray , $6 ; Edward A. Hach , $ 12 ; William L. Hall , $5 ; Dr. Wm . J. Harrington , $10;
Dr. Royal E. S. Hayes , $20; Edward J. Hilton , $5 ; C. M. Hoose , $5 ; John B. Knight , $5; John C.
Lincoln , $10 Charles A. Lingham , $44 ; John Luxton , $ 10; F. W. Lynch , $7; Harry C. Maguire ,
$25; J. Rupert Mason, $8; Mona McMahon, $10 ; Gustaf Miller . 818; Theodore H. Miller, $14;
Helen Mouat, $5; Hon . Francis Neilson $150: George C. Ulcott , $10; Dr. A. W. Plummer , $19;
James B. Pullman , $5 Hon. Lawson Purdy , $18:J. Craig Kaiston , zu; 11on . Jackson H. Ralston , $13;
Leonard T. Recker , $5 ; Francis T. Kelly , $5 ; Matthew Roche , $5; John K. Koebuck , $10 ; George
L. Rusby , $23 ; Charlotte Schetter , $50 ; Dr. S. A. Schneidman , $11 ; Jake Shell , $5 ; Emily E. F. Skeel,
$140 ; Willis A. Snyder , $5 ; Walter G. Stewart , $8 ; Harold Sudell ; $5 ; Joseph Swaine , $5 ; Howard M.
Thomson , $5; George Q. Thornton , $8 ; Ida Toepfert , $5 ; U. A. Vincent , $5 ; Charles D. Willard , $5.

$1088In all amounting to.
In sums of less than $5 .

Total
76

$1164
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Mr. Mason Gaffney
525 Ash St.
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! Dear friend :

The AOTTA will no longer appear . We have
made clear (we hope ) the reasons for the
division of opinion among the Georgistsat the New York School . Announcement of
the plan of action to be taken by those
in agreement with the AOTTA will be sent
you - possibly within the next 6 weeks .

11

215/60
WV-187

Daniel Pademan9

KA,

Fo : the Committee ,
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NEX

Mr. M. Mason Gaffney
Grays 27-28
Harvard College
Cambridge , Mass .
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LAND AND FREEDOM

150 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK CITY

Dear Mr. Gaffney :

Thanks for your remittance of $1.00 for one
year's subscription to LAND AND FREEDOM . Thanks ,

too , for your encouraging words about our publi
cation . We would like to use your letter in our
next issue .

Our thanks also go to Mr. Alexander Greene for
awakening your interest in our magazine .

Sincerely yours ,
LAND AND FREEDOM



A MESSAGE FROM FRANK CHODOROV

" PHARISEES AND GEORGISTS "

į

"Woe unto you , scribes and Pharisees , hypocritest" said Jesus , and for approxi
mately twenty centuries we've been running down those fellows who substituted phrases
for reality , making a fetish of form and forgetting that God is the God of the livingnot of the dead .

But , are we not all inclined more or less toward pharisaism? Is there not a
tendency among all who have acquired a particular knowledge or who have accepted a
definite line of thought , to codify that philosophy or knowledge , label it , put it
into olever phrases and scintillating syllogisms , and then find a perfect refuge from
reality in the pastime of juggling these phrases and syllogisms ?

Georgists have been particularly addicted to pharisaism , not only because theyare human , but more so because the philosophy they have mastered is such a perfectline of reasoning that the tendency is to emphasize its formulae rather than the
human ideal which prompted its founder . The end and purpose of Georgism is not to
expound the law of rent or the theory of private property , but to bring about a socialorder of decency . And the most fabulous self-satisfaction of Georgists is that of
ringing the changes in debates on the fiscal reform George proposes .

Now , the Pharisees had some good points . Their emphasis of words rather than
meaning , of ritual rather than substance is the basis of the charge of hypocrisy .
But , were they not more guilty of smallness of vision than wickedness of purpose?
Were they not like many of us who delight in whittling words into the small hours of
the night and feel that in so doing we are furthering the cause of human liberty?
Tere they not small , rather than bad? Are we not similarly deficient in vision when
we give ourselves up to argufying over theory rather than preaching the gospel ?

In that the Pharisees kept to the Law expounding its principles and refining its
doctrines , they served a purpose . Jesus was with them on that point . He said He was
not for changing the Law , but for implementing it with reality . The Law was all
right , but how did it apply to the living ? A theory is as good as the results of its
application , and here was a good theory the Law which was not being applied to
the social order , not even being put up for trial . That made it a barren theory.
But , because the Pharisees were delinquent in offering the theory as a working prin
ciple , or a guide to life , did not mean that the thepry was deficient or should be
thrown overboard .

Likewise , we Georgists must be good Pharisees in that we are well -posted on the
theory of Georgism , we must fortify ourselves with a thorough knowledge of our phil
osophy , so that we do not go off half-baked . Lack of understanding can hurt our
cause as much as insincerity of purpose . Like the Pharisees , we should know all our
definitions , our doctrines of natural law and natural rights , our theory of economic
conditioning , our reasons for abolishing taxes , our justification for collecting
economic rent . Unlike the Pharisees , we must not rest satisfied with our knowledge ;
we must interpret the status in terms of that knowledge , we must show up the unsound
ness of the life we are forced to live .

The explanation for pharisaism throughout the ages is that men seek to satisfy
their desires with the least effort . A social philosophy and this includes nearly
all religious systems is one that aims to make the world a better place to live in.
That means a change in the existing conditions . But , whatever the existing conditions
may at any time be , some fellows find them quite pleasant , for themselves , and as a
consequence they look upon a change with disfavor . These well-fixed fellows don't
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like social reformers and are likely to make things unpleasant for them , if they talk
too loudly or too boldly . Nobody worries much about a theorist who indulges his
fancy only to the extent of arguing about it with his friends . But , when he brings
it out in the open , lets it pour its revealing light on the beneficiaries of the
status quo , he must be curbed - crucified , if need be .

Jesus , because He was what He was , insisted on making the Law a living thing,
and therefore Howas put out of the way . But the Pharisees were of a different sub
stance ; desire for reform under the circumstances being difficult of accomplishment ,
they made things easier for themselves by changing that desire . They made of the Law
a theory , enjoyed themselves by twiddling about it , and nobody had any objection to
that. So long as they confined the jurisdiction of their God to the dead , they
actually played into the hands of the stand-patters , and profited accordingly.
Pharisaism became a comfortable desire , easily satisfied .

And so Georgists , being human , are prone to find that any attempt to make their
philosophy a living thing will meet with considerable opposition - from their friends ,
wives , and even their own , more "conservative" Georgists . That . makes things diffi
cult . And when the forces of reaction are most firmly saddled - as during a war -
the opposition to such a radical change as the complete abolition of privilege is
decidedly menacing to anyone advocating it . Those who would benefit most from the
proposed change are the shock troops of such opposition .

The inclination toward pharisaism in such circumstances is very strong . And
that is what hurts the advancement of Georgism . Its advocates find comfort in
cultism in talking to one another about their glorious transendentalism , and even
in rejecting the possibility of an imminent change . And for further comfort , it is
easy to so trim the edges of the philosophy as to make it palatable to those who for
personal interest should be violently opposed to it . This is what is euphemistic
ally known as an adjusgment . Jesus named it hypocrisy.

This tendency toward adjustment , of taking refuge from the reality toward
which a true philosophy drives , is the plague of all social reforms . It comes from
that human urge to try to get along as best one can , an urge that finds its sub
limation in slavery . And only those Georgists are worth while who are fortified by
both knowledge , and that inflexibility of purpose which does not permit them to
compromise , no matter how great the temptation to do so might be , no matter how
threatening the road to Calvary.

June , 1942



Land and Freedom
An International Journal of the Henry George Movement

Mr. F. Mason Gaffney
525 Ash Street
Winnetka , Ill .

150 NASSAU STREET
NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: BEEKMAN 3-2806

August 6 , 1942

Dear Mr. Gaffney :

Your change of address has been noted , and a May-Juneissue has been sent there , as well as the new July-Augustissue . Please advise us whether this is a permanent changeor whether you are to return to Harvard in the Fall .

With reference to your statement , "You have lost my confidence , 11

we must confess to some surprise at this late time .We do not know by what reasoning you have accused us ofmaking you " sound like a Bernstein man , the editing havinggone no farther than omitting your reference to the HenryGeorge School of Social Science as an " ivory tower . " Foryour information , your letter , in part , read as follows :who has accused the Henry George School of SocialScience of being an ivory tower affair.... Your allusion
seemed an unnecessary embarrassment to the School , and wereserved our right to generalize the statement . As edited ,it then read as follows : ...who has no use for those Georgeist groups who wish to remain in an ivory tower ....fail to see how this change could be interpreted in themanner that you have chosen .

We

LAND AND FREEDOMhas always welcomed criticism , but webelieve that yours has been a rather tenuous one . However ,we trust that our relations will remain pleasant , and wewould be glad to hear from you from time to time .

Sincerely yours ,

LAND AND FREEDOM

CharlesJd.it .
▼



Land and Freedom
An International Journal of the Henry George Movement

Mr. M. Mason Gaffney
525 Ash Street
Winnetka , Ill .

150 NASSAU STREET
NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: BEEKMAN 3-2806

August 22 , 1942

1.

Dear Mr. Gaffney :

Mr. Smith has asked me to thank you for your letter of
August 10 , addressed to him . He appreciates your extended
explanation of your reasons for taking exception to our ed
iting of your letter . On behalf of LAND AND FREEDOM , he is
glad we are in accord on basic principles , despite certain
minor differences .

Sincerely yours ,

LAND AND FREEDOM

Robert Clancy


